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VIIDINI;~ CHRIS'IMAS BIRD COUNTS- 1955

Chincoteague National Vildlife Refuge. !!. (Assateague Island south
of I!,:arylandline, Chincotea[:,lleIsland and Causeilay, O!attsville, Horntown, and
part of nestern shore of Chincoteague Bay; open farmland 5%. pine and mdxed
\700dlands 25~, scrub pine and bayberry 15%, brackish marshes and impoundments

15;;, salt marshes 10;0, sheltered bays 15%, dunes 3%, mud and sand flats 7;;,

ocean beach 5~. -- Dece1IDe~ 29; 5:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Overcast; temp. 240
to 340; wind N, 0-5 ~p.h. Ground bare; flats, marshes, i:Ild ponds largely
frozen. ~i6ht observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours, 42i (33 on foot,
5 by car, 3i by motorboat); total party-ndles. 121 (38 on foot, 70 by car,

13 by boat). CommonLoon, 92; Red-throated Loon, 35; ~ed-necked Grebe, 4;
Horned Grebe. 1703; Pied-billed Grebe. 153; Great Blue Heron, 58; American
.:cret, 2; LouiSIBii"a Heron, 3 (1W.DtteP.G.D.lJ.E.K..mv.);Little ~Heron. 1
(J.~.K.); Green Heron. 5 (reported by two parties ~ J.T., J.M.V.); Black-

crowned Night Heron, 58; :merican Bittern, 3; Black Swan, 1 (seen in area
several times during fall - not kno1;JIlfor sure to be~ld bird - J.H.V.);
..1listlinr' Swan, 85; Canada C-oose, 229; .American Brant, 10,304; Snow Goose,
4,078; Fallard, 1,152. Bl~c1;: Duck, 8,712; Gadwall, 240; American ~!idgeon, 1,105;
Tintoil, 1.950; Green-pin~ecl Teal, 228; Blue-winged ~, 2 (J.!I.V~);
Shoveller, 300; Redhead, 10; ~i~~-neckedDuck, 200; Canvas-back,1.450; Greater
3caup, 45; scaup (sP.), 0,948; American C~lden-eye, 158; Buffle-head, 158;
Ol(~-s(uew, 231; hi te~\7in°.ed .3eoter, 338; SUrf SCoter, 3,525; American Scoter,
1,037; scoter (sp.), 2,000~ :ffiddy Duck, 152; Hooded L:erganser, 90; Red-breasted
- e:-..rsnser, 144; Ttn:key YulttU'G, 4; .3harp-shinned Ho,'lc, 5; Cooper's Hailk, 1;
:-:er'-tei led Ha~'k, 2; led-should ered Hawk, 1; Bald :::asle, 1; Harsh Hank, 8;
" o~o'.I'ine Falcon, 1; Sparron H8'.'k, 10; Bob-white, 20; Clapper :-iail, 13;
j~ericDn Coot, 215; KillcleGI', 22; Black-bellied Plover, 110; filson's Snipe, 12;
G~cate~ Yellow-leGs, 16; lesser Yellon-legs, 13; Least 3andpiper, 7; aed-backed
3andpiper, 702; Long-billed. Dowitcher, 3 (P.A.D., P.G.D.); Semipalmated
3andpip6r, 48; 3anderlin. , 197; Great Black-backedGull, 54; Herring Gull, 1.360;
Ring-billed Gull, 145; .~urninG Dove, 53; Belted IcrULfisher,11; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 38; Red-bellied '.:oodpeclc<;:r, 5; Hairy '.ioodpecker, 2; Downy .,ioOdpecker,
10; Horned Lawk, 4; American Crow, 10,000; Fish Cro\l, 100; Carolina Chickadee.
19; Tufted Titmouse, 5; .hite-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Broun-headed Nuthatch, 35;
Red-breasted Nuthatch, 6j BrO\7n Creeper, 17; House ..iren, 1; .:inter ,ren, 26;
Carolina '.."ren, 23; Short-billed l~arsh .;ren, 12; 11ockingbird, 4; Catbird, 2;

Bronn Thrasher, 3; American Robin, 75; Hermdt Thrush, 22; :~stern Bluebird. 8;
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 17; .a.tby-crormed Kinglet, 4; ..ater Pipit, 5j Cedar
..axnin~~, 1; Common Starlin~., 129; r-yrtle rlarbler, 1.109; Pine ,arblcr, 6;
House Sparrow, 105; :';:asteri1 ~eadoulark, 91; Red-pin-ed Blackbird, 631; Rusty
Blac:~bird, 1; Boat-tailed Grackle, 578; Purple G!"ackle, 6; Broun-headed
Conbird, 4Q; Cardinal, 81; Co~ Redpoll, 1 (P.A.:;)., r.G.D.); American Goldfinch,
58; ~tern Towhee, 18; Savannah Sparrow, 27; Henslo\7's 3parroTI, 1 (L.G.);
Sharp-tailed Sparrow, 4; Vesper Sparrow, 2; Slate-colorod Junco, 54; Field
3parro'i7, 30; ~ihite-throated Sparro\7, 239; Fox Sparrow, 44; Swamp Sparrow. 189;
Song Spar.ro~, 138. Total, 115 species;about 64,225 individuals. Sharply
reduoed numbers of some surface-feeding ducks may h~ve 'been the result of the
freezing of the refUBe i~~o~Uldments. The high numbers of some diving ducks
on the other hend see':"J to in<'!iccte a movement into the area from Chesapeake
Bay, perhaps a result of h.l;.lting pressure. The strange !"elative numbers. of
some small land birds (com'1D.rCChickadees, Titmice. NUthatches, Creepers, and
rans) is probably because most of the field work uas carried out on AssateaGue
~~d Chincoteague Islands, only a very small amount of time being spent on the
m~inlcnd. -- P.A. DW"ont, 7.C-. DlliVont, L. Griffin, J.~. I{nudsen, F.R. Scott
(compiler), C.C.3teirly, ,T. Terborgh, J.M. Valentine.
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Cobb Island, Va. (entire length ot Cobb Islrnd, Cobb Bay, ~nd Sand

';hoal ChanIiel"'west nearlY to IJyster; open bay 30~, sand dunes 30%, ocean

beach 25,~, saltmarsh 10;;, mud cnc' sand flats 5/~). -- December 28; 7 a.m. to

4: ':;0p.m. Partly cloudy; temp. 230 to 320; wind N, 10-20 m.p.h.; ground bare,
flats fnd sheltered ~~rshes pcrtially frozen. ~70 observers in 1 and 2

:.'arties. Total party-hours, 11 (8-k bn foot, 21-"by motorboat); total party-

r~les, 34 (17 on foot, 17 by boat). Common Loon, 4; ~ed-throated Loon, 2;
17.OJ~nedGrebe, 135; Pied-billed Grebe, 1; Gre(t Blue Heron, 4; Imerican Bittern,

2; Canada Goose, 36; i.meric,.nBrant, 255-; Black Duck, 30; iilllericanGolden-eye,

7; Bufflehead, 9; Old-squaw, 2; \Inite-winged Scoter, 3; Surf Scoter, 275;
:mericcn Scoter, 42; Red-breasted L~rganser, 11; Turkey Vulture, 1; Marsh

Hauk, 2; Killdeer, 1; Black-bellied Plover, 327; Red-backed 3andpiper, 3460;
'"estern Sandpiper, 5; Sander-ling, 14; Great Black-backed Gull, 8; Herring--

Gull, 485; Rine-billed Gull, 30; Horned Lark 30 (northern); Cammon Starling,

lS; ~~astern Eeadowlark, 90; Ip~i1ich Sparrow, 2; Savannah .sparrow, 36;
Sharp-tailed Sparrou, 8; Son:~;Sparror!, 3. Total, 33 species; about 5,333
inCiividurls. - F.R. Scott (compiler), e.c. ,Jteirly.

---000---

Chesapeake.~,~.. (a strip census 15 miles lone, taken from the
Little Creek-Kiptopeke Beach Ferry just within the mouth of Chesapeake Bay;
no closer th~n 2 miles to land; open water 100~). -- Decelooer30; 10:10
to 11:25 a.m. Overcast°ith Hcht rain and snow; t6J.llp.380; wind N;";;, 0-5 m.p.h. j
water surface moderate. ~70 observers together. Total party-hours, 1.25
(by boat); total pert~r-miles,15 (by boat). Common Loon, 1; Red-throated
Loon, 5; Horned Grebe, 41; scaup (sp.), 65; Ylhite-win.Sed 3coter, 8; i-lIDeriean
3coter, 11; seoter (sp.), 7; r.~eat Black-backed Gull, 2; Herri~ Gull, 45.
Total, 9 species; 183 in0ivi0uals. -- F.R. Scott (compiler), C.C. Steirly.

---000'---

~ Bay Fationrl Ildlife )\efttge, ~. (sartlearea as in previous
';"8[:rs; refuge and lIlUC11of mcinlcnd of Princess Anne County; open fartil land
20::~, pine woodland 10,1, decic.~uous woodland 20/~, open beach 5,S, marshes and
inland bay 45%}. -- Dec~Jber 26, 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Clear; temp. 310
to 390; wind N, 28-0 m.p.h., stron-: until about 4:30 p.r.l.; Ground bare and
water open. ~ighteen observers in four parties. Total party-hours, 39 (30
on foot, 9 by car); total party-rndles,305 (15 on foot, 290 by car).
CommonLoon, 0; 3ed-throated Loon, 3; Horned Grebe, 12; Pied-billed Grebe, 8;
Bannet, 36; Double-crested Cormorant, 8; Great BlueHeron, 7; Little Blue
~;:2!!,1; American Bittern, 0; '"histling Swan, 5,200; Canada Goose, 5,375;
SnOTI Goose, 465; Blue Goose, 5; Mallard, 44; Black Duck, 560; Gadwall, 1;
,.,',:nerican O'Oidgeon, 275; Pintail, 460; Green-winged Te<:\l, 55; Redhead, 6; Ring-
necked Duck, 300; Canvas-back, 220; Greater Scaup, 1; Lesser Scaup, 1;
Buffle-head, 15; Old-squaw, 4; i;hi te-winged Seoter, 45; ;Juri' Scoter, 3;
;'merican Scoter, 27; Ruddy Duck, 2,500; Hooded Merganser, 12; i.merican
r-erc;nser, 15; Turkey Vulture, 48; Black Vulture, 9; Sharp-shimled HeTIk, 2;
Cooper's HaTIk, 2; Red-tailed Ha,.,k, 4; Red-shouldered Ha,'k, 11; Bald'Eagle, 7;
Marsh Hawk, 34; Peregrine Falcon, 1; Pigeon ~awk. 2: Sp~ow Hawk, 84;

--



-.-.

TH~ RAV::N January-February. 1956Pa~e 4

Bob-nhite, 16; King Rail, 2; American Coot, 9,500; Killdeer, 93; Black-bellied
Plover, 4; .American Woodcock, 1 (ii"FR, Dr. 'JGA, and others); '}ilson's Snipe, 48;
Greater Yellow-legs, 4; Pectoral Sandpiper, 1;. Least Sandp1;Rer, 1; Semi-
palmated Sandpiper, 3; Sanderling, 1; Great 1{lack-backed Gull, 50; Herr1!1€;
Gull, 556; H1n€,-billed Gull, 545; Bonaparte's Gull, 35; Mourning Dove, 97;
3creech Owl, 1; Barred Owl, 2; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellou-shafted Flicker, 57;
Pileated . oodpecker, 3; :1ed~bel1ied ':'oodpecker, 31; Ye11orl-bellied Sopsuc':cr, 4;
Hairy Y:oodpecker, 5; Dorny '.'oo~pecker, 15; Eastern Phoebe, 6; Horned Lark, 100;
'nus Jay, 5; f.merican 0:'0'7, 211; Fish Crorl, 9; Carolina Chickadee, 59; Tufted
Titmouse, 33; .nite-bre'sted ~futhatch, 3; Brown-headed ~futhatch, 69; BroTIn
Cr;';:::1'or, 6; lIou se "."ren, 2; .."inter "::ren, 6; Carol1n(l "ren, 53; Short -billed
~''}l'sh . "r:.m, 6; !"ockingbirq, 78; Catbird, 37; Broo::n Thrasher', 17; .'meric Pn
::-.obin, 1,400; Hermit ThJ...sh, 26; ,.astern Bluebird, 142; G-olden-cro:'mod Kine::let,
49; Ruby-cro"'ned r'=in"'let, 8; ."oter Pipit, 549; r..oc:r.e:'"'~ead3hl'i!<:e, 4; Common
'Jtf1.Tl~.:""', 4,700; Oranre-crm'ned T'arbler, 4; !'yrtle :.'o.rbln', 3,500; Pine
"crbJ.or, !?; la.lm 'p,rble:', 5; ConnnonYello\1throat, '8; House Spar.ror;, 187;
""asteJn I'ep(10"'lark, 395; '-,ei~-'''inf:od Blackbird, 49,000; ~:usty Blackbird, 13;
Fur'ple Grackle, 3,800; Bro\'n-hcMed CO\1bird, 3,950; Cerdinr.l, 85; Purple
?inch, 6; JI.merican Goldfinch, 1,048; ::astern Towhee, 61; Ipswich Sparro'1, 2;
Savannch Sparror', 2/n; Sl ete-colored Junco, 407; imeric an Tree :JparroI7, 1;
Chipping Sparr.:) , 7; Field ,Jpar:ro...:, 97; Uhi te-cror.ned 3parro)!., 1 (L~, GG);
White-throated Sparro'.", 956; ~?ox 3parron, 39; g!120ln~"~_ S!\tl:r;~, 1 (£1HP, Jr.);
SwampSparron, 122; 3011:~par~oD,120. Total, 121 species;98,581individuals.
.i\~thoU{~hthis is an excellent '.-eal' for \'1aterfowl, the weather conditions to-
gether with the 10\1 nate:c level in Back Bay prevented the use of the boat,
thus ne were unable to get a count of the ducks, geese, and swan.
Dr. &.}"irs."rIG.Akers, 1.'1'1& ?'Irs.S.~. Breneiser, IV.Q.'s.L.Z. Etu'ford, F.O. Efird,
' =~fird, ~:.T. Griffin, Mi'3s 0-. Grimm, H. Hespenheide, TI.H. Peake, Jr.,
J.:~. Perkins, 'd'.F. Rountrey, r.':. Silkes, Jr. (compiler), f,IrS. F. Steinbauer,
r~iss ;:;. Thomas, .:. -';ebstel", J:'., J.R. :7ithrow (Cape Henry Bird Club).
Little Blue Heron, adult, seen by four observers at a distance of about 75
yards. Jmerican .ioodcock (..F:';, !):". ..GA, others); observed beside road at a
dist<:~nce of about 20 feet; b:'ocd head, short neck, red':dsh beneath. House
...ran; species now vlell esteblished as a \"linter resident as well as a breeder.
~ectoral Sandpiper; seen by four observers at a distance of about 20 yards;
yello\1 legs, sharp division between breast and beLly. Le~st Sandpiper;seen
by four observers at a di stance o£ about 10 yards, 1"Iith a Eroup of three
Jemipe~mated Sandpipers; very small, short bill, licht legs. .hite-crowned
3parror:r (w:B, 00); seen at a castance of about 20 feet nith a flock of
".hi te-throated Sparrorls; all field lUarks noted. Lincoln's Sparrow (RHP,Jr.);
observer familiar uith species;seen at a distanceof about 5 feet; buffy
breast ~1th fine dark stripes.

000---

~e .~eek, ~. (7~'mile radius centerine: li miles w: of Kemps-
ville, inclur'inc Lynnh:::ven Inl:;;t, Little Creele, ct'~tern portion of Norfolk

~ I ~

C1t.y, Stumpy Leke; open :r,~~'_'!J1lrlld25/3, pine woodland 10,l,deciduous woodland, 50;"," A
)solt IilC'rsh, send bee.ch, b('l--, :dvem, 10,-" city suburbs 5;~ . -- December 31;

7 c.m. to 5:30 p.m. Clear; ter1p. 220 to 360; ulnd ~i, 3-18 m.p.h.; ground
frozen ~nd covered TIith1 inch of snow, freshwater frozen,roads clear.
Seven observers in 3 pcrties. Tot!:.! party-hours, 28f' (13-:1- on foot, 13 by
c~r), total party-miles, 194 (9 on foot, 185 by cor). CommonLoon, 1;

- -- --
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Red-throated Loon, 1; Horned Grebe, 43; pied-billed GreQe, 69; Gannet. 1;
Double-crested Cormorant, 7; Great Blue He:i.~on.16; Little }3lue ~, 1 (!BP,
LTG); Blaclc-crov.'1led NiCht Heron, 3; Canada Goose, 18; Eallard, 12; Black
Duck, 78; GadTIall, 1; Pintail. 10; Green-winged Teal, 61; Blue-TIinged Teal, 2;
oo( ~uck,25; Redhead, 6; L~n[-necked Duck, 800; Canvas-back, 45; Great

Scaup, 90; Lesser Scaup, 2); ;~1erican Golden-eye, 49; Buffle-head, 264; Old-
squaw, 6; . hi te-wiI16ed Scoter, 9; Surf Scoter, 7; luneric n Scoter, 27; :h1ddy
Duck, 190; Hooded 1.ierganser, 68; .Americ~ Merganser, 60; Red-breasted
l~e:'f;cmse::', 142; Turkey Vulture, 21; Black VUlture, 13; :'led-tailed Hawk, 3;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 8; :10~:"h-legged Hawk, 1 (~'lFR, :;,cn); Beld ~agle, 6;
J..:arsh Hawk, 3; Pigeon Ha;Jk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 52; Bob-;'hite, 12; Clapper 11a11, 1;
;merlcen Coot, 100; Killdeer, 28; Black-bellied Plover, 3; American Foodcp!:!c.,
1 (''FR, FOR); Greater Yellou-leCs, 1; Purple 3andpiper, 1; Hed~backed Sandpiper,
67; Sanderlinf. 54; Great Blac~:-backed Gull, 6; Herrinf Gull, 1,500; Ring-
billed Gull, 1,560; Lauchin- Gull, 1; Bonaparte's 0ull, 253; 1~urn1ng Dove, 103;
Belted Kin~~isher, 6; Yello~-shafted Flicker, 87; Pileated 'oodpecker, 10;
";ec'-bcllied "oodpecker, ~5; ~'ed-headed "'oodpeclcer, 6; Dormy ~Joodpecker, 12;
-:asterr. Fhoebs, 4; Hornee: L3.rk, 2; Blue Jay, 5; :'!:1eri can Crow, 119; Fi sh
Cro", 9; Carolina Chiclc"r:e~, So; Tufted Titmotlse, 9; "hite-breasted :Nuth8.tch, 1;
Bro':.n Creep ::~', 6; "inte~.' ...~,-.n, 7; Carolina ":ren, 33; Short-bi lIed I,Tarsh 'ren, 1;
~-ockinrbird, 5<1~Broun Thrashej,', 18; -':.merican 710bin, 127; Hermit Thrush, 9;
:;cstcrn "lluebiro, 22; ('--ole:e:1-m.~o":'nedKlnfl et, 38; Rub~T-crormed Kinf'let, 4;
. at;-r Fipit, '3; Cedar "ax"in"', 5; Lor:,rerhean '3hrike, 1; CommonStrrline:, 6'30;
I.'Yl'tle .!arbler, 620; Fine ~::,bler, 2; Palm "arbler, 1; CommonYellor;throat, 3;
HouGe Sparro\:, 127; -::::astern I.:e ad 0\/1 ark , 308; Red-pine'ed Bl ackblrd, 2,280;
Rusty Blackbird, 100; ?u~p10 Grackle, 202; Bro~-headed ~lbirc, 7,000;
Ca:~dinal, 93; Purple .!'inch, 1; Pine Siskin, 24; ,'merican Goldfinch, 159;
~:;aste:i.'IlTowhee, 42; Savunnah Sparro'\1, 49; Sharp-tailed ~arrow, 5 (nHP, 1i'ro-)
Seaside Sparrow, 6 (RHP, I'DG); Slate-colored Junco, 274; Field 3parron, 77;
".hi te-throated 3parro\.', 866; Fox 3parro'P, 83; Lincoln's aparron t 3 UlliF, 1I:!I'(})
Swamp Sparrow, 104; Son~ Sparrow, 116.. Total, 115 species; 19,803 individuals.
Birds seen not listed above: Green HeronmilFR, FOR}; Florida Gallinule, 15;
House "iren, 1; Yellow-bj,~ersted Chatm''FR, FC~). -- r~.T. Griffin,
H. Hespenheide, d.H. PeOJ~e, Jr.-;-F:'C. Richardson, !.}'. Rountrey, P."i. Sykes, Jr.
(compiler), .;. ~~'ebster, Jr. Little Blue Heron (JHP, l.:TG), adult; seen at
a distance of about 10 yards. Green Heron (7.:?I:, FOR); seen at distance of
about 50 feet. l{ough-leC;ged Hank (" .FR, FC:!). dark phase; fIe;] di rectly overhead
at a distance of about 50 feet. tlorida Gallinule; present in small numbers
i:1 area since October. .!ooc1cock (""YR, FC~1); seen si tUn' on iC8 at a di stcnce
of about 50 yards. Yellow-breasted Chat (~;'Fl1, .i!"C:.~:);.all i'ield marks noted;
seen at a distance of 35 fect. Sharp-tailed Spal~roV7 U1HT, ~.:'ro-); seen at a
distance of about 6 feat; f~cial markings noted. Seaside 3parrow (RHP, ~nG);
seen at a distance of about 6 feet; facial markings and dingy color noted.
Lincoln's Sparrow (RHP, ;.;ro); seen at distance of about 10 feet; fine breast
strea~s, square tail, buffy on breast, eye-ring, wren like in actions. House
"'ren; species now \7ell established as a winter resident as well as a breeder.

---000----
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Norfolk Count", ~. (7? -mile radius centering epproximately 6'\ miles
IC of ""c.llf'ceton, includin:; easte:'n edge of Dismal Srlamp, western part of
}Torth'est :River, Great Brid,r:e, Butts Station, Fentress, Deep Creek; open
farnupnd 30%, wooded sTIampland 24%, mixed woodland 30% deciduous TIoodland 5%,
pine woodland 10~, marsh lend l~). -- December 28, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Clear;
tmap. 250 to 340; uind NE, 8-16 m.p.h.; ground bare and water frozen. :J'ive
observers in 3 parties. Tot~l party-hours, 31 (9 on fooi, 22 by car), total
pa~ty-miles, 267 (8 on foot, 259 by car). Pied-billed Grebe, 4; Turkey
Vulture, 75; Black Vulture, 14; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 3; Cooper's Hawk, 6;
:';ed-tailed Hawk, 3; :aed-shouldered Hawk, 14; lvlarsh HaTIlc, 7; Sparro\7 Hawk, 44;
Bob~\7hite, 3; KinG Rail, 1; Killdeer, 30; Herring Gull, 25; Ring-billed Gull, 40;
Mourning Dove, 106; Belted KinG1Jisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Fliclcer,76; Pileated
:"oodpecker, 3; Red-bellied ,oodpecker, 22; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 3; Hairy
'~odpecker, 3; Downy :ioodpecker, 20; Eastern Phoebe, 5; Blue Jay, 22; }merican
Cro\7, 4,000; Fish Crow, 22; Carolina Chickadee, 37; Tufted Titmouse, 27;
',hite-breasted Nuthatch, 8; Broun Creeper, 1; '!interren, 4; Carolina ',,'ren, 38;
Lone-billed harsh ",:ren, 1; 3hol't-billed Harsh "fren, 1; Mockingbird, 68; Catbird,
4; Brown Thrasher, 19; :.meric",n Robin, 577; Hermit Thrush, 14; Eastern
Bluebird, 17; Golden-crowned ~a.nglet, 2; Huby-crowned Kinr,let, 3; ":ater Pipit, 20;
Cedar .:axwin:,:;, 23; Loggerhead Shrike, 4; CommonStarlinr" 4,000; Myrtle
" 'al'ble::, 1,200; Pine ":iarbler, 1; Palm rJarbler, 7; House Spal'l~OU, 109; .lastern
i~:eadowlark, 426; Red-ninged Blackbird, 4.000 ,000;* Purple Grackle, 4,000,000;
Broun-he~ded Cowbird, 100,090; Cardinal, 147; Purple ffinch, 7; Pine Siskin, 61;
..\1oorioan Goldfinch, 473; =astern Towhee, 311; Savannah Sparrow, 133; Sla te-
colored Junco, 394; .American Tree Sparrow, 1; ChippinS Spm"ro,\l, 2; Field
3parrow, 89; 'hi te-throated Sparrow, 2,100; Fox Sparrou, 62; Lincoln t s
3;2arro\7, 2 (RHP, JiT.';); Swamp Sparrow, 405; Song SparrO\7, 403. Total, 72 species;
8 ,115,766Indlvidu~",ls. Birds seen not listed above: House -',:ren, 7; Yellow-
.!?rcr-sted ~, 1 (FiS). Blaclcbirds observed for ap:9ronmately an hour flying
to roost somewhere in the Dismal Swamp. -- M.T. Griffin, n.H. Peake, Jr.,
IT.F. Rountrey, p.r. '3ykes, jr. (compiler), J.R. ''iithro\'1.
YellO\"l-brer-sted Chat (:p, ); seen et a di stance of about 10 feet in Cood lir:ht;
all .."ield ~"::1Tksnoted, observed f'or about 5 minutes. Red-wine;ed Blackbird,
Purple Gro.ckle, Bronn-h:,mdcr1 00nbird-flock: observed for approximately an hour
flying to roost someuheT'e i~~ t~.,€ Dismal Swamp. 'J'or the last 20 to 30 minutes
t"~ sky was thickly covered :i'rom one horizon to the other. The approxine.te
:!::ropol'tion of ]ed-winf~s rmd Grackles was the S8IlJ9. Birds observed from county
roe.d ((7'40)approximately 2 miles f:c'om Northwest and. al)opt 10 miles from
locrlity I7here l'ecorded 011 chis count in 1954. Lincoln's Sparrow UffiP, jR''-);
found in SD:ne 10coli ty as "..'here first recorded by RHI?in 1953; observed at a
d:,stance of 6 to 10 feet in the ::.'(mains of tree trunl{s and stumps piled alone;
a drainaBe ditch: all fielel r::.:'.:,:xsnoted, wren liku in actions. House 't/ren;
species now well establishoG cs a winter resident as well as a breeder.

* Rusty Blackbird, 2.
---000---
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Newport News, Va. {7~' mile radius bounded by Chesapeake Bay, Hampton
TIo:'ds, Jemes .~:lver and Grafton. ',:'oodland 30%, open fields 30;0, fresh water
ponds 10% and waterfront 30~~. -- December 26; 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. partly cloudy;
temp. 320 to 450; wind N, 0-20 m.p.h. ground bare, \'later open. Nine observers
in4 parties. Total party-hours, 32 (22 on foot, 10 by car), total party-
miles, 255 (22 on foot, 233 by car). Horned Grebe, 29; Pied-billed Grebe, 19;
Dou.ble-crested Cormorant ~2; Great Blue Heron, 15; Black Duck, 68; Gadliall, 24;
Mallard, 106; Anwrican '~idGeon, 439; Green-winged Tepl, 6; Redhead, 1; Ri~G-
necked Duck, 2; Canvas-back, 1; Lesser Scaup, 167; American Golden-eye,. 4;
Buffle-head, 55; Old-squaw, 10; '1','hite-"1nged Scoter, 15; Surf Scoter, 2;
'mcric'n Scote~, 20; Ruddy Duck, 176; Red-breasted l~rganser, 10; TUrkey

Vulture, 34; Bl~ck Vulture, 16; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Bald Eagle, 2; ~arsh
H['~-'k, 2; Pir-eon HfI.1"'k,1 ;3!>crrow Hawk, 7 ; Bob-white, 24 ; Killdeer, 91; Bl ack-
bellied Plover, 2; '-,'1ls6n's Snipe, 1; Red-backed Sandpiper, 50; Sandel"ling, 30;
Great Bl~ck-backed ~ull, 3; Herrine Gull, 508; ~inS-billed Gull, 422;
Bonl';,<'rte's Gull, 121; I'ournin,r' Dove, 43; Belted Kingfisher, 10; Yellow-shafted
:?liclcer, 6; Red-bellied 'oo~pecker, 4; Hairy "!oodpecker, 2; Downy '!oodpec!{er, 3;
1ree Swallow, 150; ~stern :!"'hocbe, 2; Blue Je.y, 3; -"merical1 Cro\1, 101;
Carolina Chickadee, 36; Tufted Titmouse, 23;.Bro~~-headed Nuthatch, 2; Bro~n
Creepcl', 1; iiinter -fren, 2; Carolina '.-ren, 20; Short-billed Marsh :ren, 2;
:Locldn' bird , 44; Bro\7Il T'!lI'aShel', 3; hnerican -_10bin, 362; :;;;astern Bluebird, 44;
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 27; liuby-crowned Kinglet, 2; .;ater Pipit, 6; Cedar
',:axw1ng, 63; Lorgerhead 311l~ike, 1; CommonStarling, 744; l'iyrtle 'Jarbler, 277;
r1ne 'arbler, 1; lfuuse 3parro~, 63; Eastern Meadowlark, 55; Red-~inged
Blackbird, 475; Purple Grackle, 18; Cardinal, 26; Pine Siskin, 2; 1.Dlerican
Goldfinch, 122; Eastern TO',7hee, 17; Ipswich Sparrow, 1; Savannah Spal'row, 15; ,

Slate-colored Junoo, 340; Field 3parrow, 36; \~ite-throated Sparro~, 180;
Fox Sparrow, 17; Swamp 3pa~.:'ro17, 5; Song Sparrow, 84; Snow BuntinG, 15.
Total, 85 species; 5,960 inr"ividuals. -- John Grey, C.',.-. Hacker, M.::;::.Hathaway,
S.C. l£1tchell, N.A. Pope, Jo1'is SW.ith, Sally l~ae Smith, ~i.P. Smith (compiler),
~.J. "acke (Hampton Roads Bird Club).

*~'ihite-bl'easted Nuthatch, 4.

---000-

Waverly, SUssaJS, County,~. A purely local census of a section of
Sr:,in~' Branch and adjacent :7oodlands and pond including a bottomland, harduood
'inter Bird-Population .3tudy Area that \'las worked over intensivoly. Fields,

10~;; brushy pond and mc.rshy baclrnaters, 11%; pine forest, 9%; upland hardnood
forest, 10; bottoml:"'nd h:-"-'d-'ooc1, 60%. Deo~m1ber24; 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Cloudy; tem~. 420 to 560; "ind S, 3 m.p.h.; ground bare; most of pond frozen.
One::'observer. Tot0l hours S"", all on foot; total miles, 8. Grent Blue Ha:ron, 1;
'-..ood Duck, 2; Tu.r:::e" ytil tnre, 1; Red-tailed Ha\7k, 1; Red-shouldered Hauk, 2;
Bob-~'.'hite, 6; Killdeer, 29; ':oodcock, 1; Mournin.s Dove, 29; Kin~f1sher, 2;
FJ,i c':e r, 13; Pile "ted -.'oo(lpec~;::'r, 4; Red-bellied ~.:oodpecker, 12; Sapsucker, 3;
Reiry "'oodpecker, '5; Do'.my - ood;)ecker, 6; Phoebe, 2; Blue Jay, 4; COImllOnCro'\'!, 53;
C(\~'olina Chickf1dee, 8; Tutt8d'Titmouse, 12; ',;.'hite-bre2..sted Nuthatch, 10;
''-inter .ren, 4; Carolina 'ren, 8; J'mericen T?obln, 1; Bluebird, 21; Golden-
cl'ovmed Kin let, 1; ':uby-cror:ned Ki1'1t';lot, 6; Cedar ;iSXiVinf', 1; Locgerhoad
Sffi..lke, 1; 3tarlin", 8; Eyr.tle '..arbler, 49; Pine "'arbIar, 1; J:nclish Sparron, 12;
Leac1owlark, 9; ,.ed\!in', 4,440 (est.); Rusty Blackbird, 16; Purple Grackle,
1,370 (est.); Brown-headed Cor-bird, 30; Cardinal, 16; Eve~l~ Gro~be~~, 1;
IUrpIe Finch, 5; Goldfinch, 21; ::.astern Towhee, 4; 3late-colored Junco, 33;
\/hite-throated Sparrow, 71; Snamp Sparrow, 17; Sone; Sparrow, 11. Total,
48 species; 6,363 in6ividuals. -- C.C. Steirly.

- - --- -----
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HoS Island State ~7atorf'oVll Ref'Uf~e, ,Northeast Surr-t County, ~.
Census confined to the refuge area. Pine forest, 30~; marsh and marsh edCe,
30,]; field edges (brush), l5~~; ponds, 10%; river shore, 10/~; open fields, 5,;.
Jmlu~ry 2, 1956; 6:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Clear; t0~p. 250 to 600; wind S
3 m.p.h.; ground bare exoept for small patohes of snow; all snmll ponds and
80~ of lar~er ponds frozen most of day. Twoiobservers together. Total hours,
e! all on foot; total miles 8. Great Blue Heron, 10; .~erican Bittern, 1;
Canada Goose, 4,100 (est.); Eallard, 66; Black Duok, 210; Green-winged Teal, 159;
Canvasback, 2; Lesser Soaup, 70; American Goldeneye. 1; Ruddy Duck, 26;
Hooded Lerganser. 22; Red-breasted Eerganser, 5; Turkey Vulture. 3; Sharp-
shinned Hawk, 1; ~ed-tailed Hauk, 1; Bald Eagle. 1; Marsh Hawk, 3; Sparrow
Hm7k, 1; Clapper Hail, 3; Coot, 1; Killdeer, 10; '.'ilson's Snipe, 6; Herring
Gull. 13; Rinr'-billed Gull. 154; Great Horned Owl, 2; Belted Kingfisher, 4;
Flicker, 5; Red-bellied ','ooc'1pecker, 4; Downy'700dpecker, 3; Blue Jay. 2;
Common Crow, 68; Carolina Chiokadee, 12; Tufted Titmouse, 1; Brorm-headed
Futhatch,31j Cc:::-olina .':ren, 11; Eockingbird, 3; Robin, 51; Bluebird, 21;
('.olr'cn-crc"noo Kin::1et, 4; Ced<.cr','8Xrling, 12; Lor;r;erhead ShrD:e, 1; ']t3.rlinr.:, 23;
r.yrt1e ~'arb1er, 9J; rine ""c.':bl,)r, 2; ~::1stern MeadOTIlark. 2; Redr!int', 250 (est.);
Co\~ird, 8; Cardinr1, e; C~10finch, 34; Red-eyed Towhee, 2; Slate~colorod
Junco, 8; Tree ,3parrm"T, 5; Fio1d Sparrow, 15; 'hite-throated Sparro17, 4; Fox
.slJar:~Or!. 1; &'lamp 3parro\!, 84; '3ong Sparrow, 114. Total, 57 s peci es;

5,701 individuals. -- ~.J. Beasley, C.C. Steirly (compiler).

---000---

Brooke, Va. (tria!l:','ular area with Brooke, liide\7ater, mouth of'
Potomac Creek at the 3 apices; r.aterfront, 20~; marsh, 10~; fields, 10~;
hed,-:erot7s, 10/~; mixed forest eGge, 30;~; slash, 5/.]; deciduous loods, 8%; pine
noods, 7;). -- Decel~er 26; 7:10a.m. to 5 p.m. Cloudy in a.m., clear in
p.m.; temp. 340 to 380; nind in a.m. only, Nfi, 13-18 m.p.h.; ground bare, TIater
in Potomac River and tiddl creeks open. Six observers in 5 parties. Total
:.'f'rty-hours, 361- (all on foot); total party-miles, 22. Great Blue Heron, 5;
,.histlinr: Swan, 50; Canada Gooso, 6; Mallard, 35; Black Duck, 200; 2.merican
ldgeon, 14; Ring-necl(ed Ducl~, 2; Canvas-back, 200; Lesser (?) Scaup, 225;

:.merican Golden-eye, 8; Bl1.f:l'le-heed, 50; :l1uddy Duck, 600; :merlcan Merganser,
2.000; Red-brecsted L:er~::'nser, 7; Turkey Vulture, 6; Red-tailed Hawk, 1;
Bald :.:agle. 5; Sparrow HalIk, 2; Bob-whi te, 8; Killdeer, 9; Herl'ing GUll, 50;
Ring-billed Gull. 100; MourninG IXwe. 20; Belted Kine;t'isher, 6; Yelibow-
shafted 711 cker, 5; Pileated ..'oodpecker, 1; Red-bellied "ioodpecker, 15;
YellO~7-be1li ed Sapsucker. 1; Hairy ~-/oodpecker, 5; Do~.1tlY-ioodpecker, 15;
~astern Phoebe, 2; Blue Jay, 11; American Crow, 50; Fiah Crot7, 4; Carolina
Chickadee, 26; Tl\fted Titmouse, 8; Red-breasted Nuthatch, lj Brown Creeper, 9;
House Wren, 1 (A.A.B., :':;.T.M.); rJinter i7ren, 4; Bewick's Wren, 1 (L.B.L., W.I'i.il.);

Carol1'ii'8"':7ren. 30; Mockingbird, 30; Americ an RObin, 100; Hemi t Thrush, 3;
::astel~n Bluebird. 35; Bl.E.o::2::!l1l.Gnatcatcher, 1 CJ:.T.H.); Golden-cro''Tncd
Kine~et, 15; Ruby-crowned Ian"let, 2j Cedar W8Xiling, 80; Lo::serhead Shrike, 1;
CommonStarl1nc:, 100; }w:~tle arbler, 13; CommonYellowthroat, 1 (C );
House Sparro-', 20; '~[:st'1rn '-~rdO'\'7lark, 25; Red-winced Blackbird, 500;
Baltimore Oriol~. 1 female or younr, male (A..A.B~); Cardinal, 70; Purple
?i-nch ,- 5; .'n~: 1.c[P. c.oJ.i!1'1nc11, 50; :1astern Towhee, 2; Savannah Sparro\7, 3;
Slate-colored Junco, 300; ~mcric~n Tree Sparrov, 50; Field Sparrow 70;
'bite-t.hroated.Spa~6~,500; 70x 3parrow,'2;Swamp '3parro". 27; 30ng
Spc!'ro", 125. Total, 70 species; about 5,912 individuals. (Seen in area
during count period: Lon-;;-billen '"E1rsh"'ren, ,waning Grosbeak.)
C.!. Ande:'son , A..~. Bake:.', Luna B. Leopold. ~llwin T. McKnicht (compiler).
Thomas B. Nolan, \..:"i. :CUbey.

- - - -
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Unusual birds: House :.ren. Previously seen and identified at same
locality on Nov. 24, b~' rcKnirhtand Nolan; gray1sh bDOrm.color (compared to
..inter and Carolina ,rens), lack of eyeline, house wren size Dnd shape, tail
loncer than i"/intel' ::ren' s and ch aracteI'i sUc scoldinG notes noted on both
dates; observed at close ranee on both dates; an accom:p11ehed skulker that
;'llov;ed only momentary Clim:;:>ses in ground cover of Japanese honeysuckle.
Bewick's Wren. Small size, long tail, white eyeline, and neeI'l~r nhite underparts
TiiO buff)Ii'Oted by both ob3ervers. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. I'revlously seen
and iden"tified within 500 feet of same loaality on Nov. 24 by l'lcKn1ght and
Nol~n, observed at leisure on both dates, end all distil~~ishing characteristics
noted; both observers familicX \lith bird. Picked up first by characteristic
notes. Yellow-throat. rreviously seen and identified at same locality
(a grass-grovm grave~pit) on Dec. 11 by Anderson, ;cI{niLht and Robert L. 3mith.
Yello:' throat, 011 ve brmm ba.ck :md characteristic call note observed on both
occasions. Eemale plllii~~e. Baltimore Oriole. Observed at leisure while
feedinr' on dried poke berrlAs at eye level, ex binoculpJ.'s at about 20 ft.;
orange yello'; underparts, VGllo~- olive back, gray :iW.s with tno conspicuous
r:hite dnr. bars, slender bill, end size about that of cardinal, 0.11 noted.

---000---

Virginia part E£..!h2. District E.!. Columbia Census. (.Areas include
.'lexandri a, - rlin'.ton ~;nr} ""11s Church in Northern Va.) -- December 31;
3 r~.n. to 4:00 p.m. :::'art clouc'1y to clear, mnrshes and boys frozen; temp. 220
to 430; wind N./, 0-5 m.p.h. Nineteen observers in 7 parties. Total p~rty
hours, 146.5 (129 on foo~, 17.5 by car); total party miles, 143 (73 on foot,
70 by car). CommonLoon, 2; Gre['t Blue Heron, 14; ~E!.£..an.13itte!'Il", 1;
I--Dlla:.'d, 102; Black Duck,128; !Jj1erican .ddgeon, 210; :Pintail, 160; Green-
Ilinced Teal, 15; Shoveller, 13; Lesser Scaup, ~; Bufflehead, 22,; Ruddy Duck,
19; Hooded i,'ierganser, 5; COl,111l0n1,ierganser, 39; Turkey Vulture, 11; Black
Vulture, 1; Sh8IJ"Sh1nned :Iallk, 2; Cooper's Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Ha'7k, 3;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 6; :~ou~'h-legged Hank, 1; Bald ,~aGle, 3; American Kestrel, 6;
Bob-white, 30; Coot, 1; Killdeer, 37; Snipe, 10; Herr1nC Gull, 504; :rtlng-
billed Gull, 520; Mournins Dove, 46; Barn Owl, 1; Horned OTIl, 3; Barred Owl, 3;
lCinc:fisher, 3; Flicker, 13; :':~ed-be11ied ,\700dpecker, 19; Red-headed rioodpeoker, 1;
Yelloii-be1lied Sapsuckc-.C', 3; Hairy !;oodpeoke:i:, 6; Do\lny .:oodpecker, 37; Blue
Jay, 125; CommonCrow., 96; .iJ'ish Crow, 16; Black-capped Chich:adee, 3;
Caroline Chiokadee, 77; 'Mted Titmouse, 46; -:hi te-brec.sted !-\1thatch, 22;
,,1ed-breested Nuthatch, 7; Bror:rn Creeper, 3; -;inter ';ren, 4; Carolina ~ren, 50;
;-arsh '.ren, 6; MookinGbird, 93; Catbird, 3; ilobin, 37; Hen-nit Thrush, 7;
Bluebird, 44; Golden-oro'."rn.ed Kinglet, l8;-Ruby-cro,med Kinc1et, 1; Cedar
'.:axwine;, 17; StarliIlf, 19,312; l:yrtle Warbler, 21; House Sparrow, 104;
Leadowlark, 35; Red-wing, 1,244; Busty Blackbird, 20; Purple Graokle, 5;
Cowbird, 20; Cardinel, 143; ~enlnfGrosbeak, 25; Purple Finch, 72; Pine
Siskin, 14; J~rican Goldfinch, 89; Towhee, 1; Sl~te-colored Junco, 323; Tree
3parrorl, 298; !t'ield Sparron, 45; ",hitecrowned SparroTI, 1; rihita-throated
Sparrow, 242; Fox Sparroil, 1; Swamp Sparrow, 26; Song Sparro\';', 148.
Total, 82 species; about 24,666 individuals. -- J .F. Abbott, l:1rs. L.T.
CUlbertson; Charles Dillon, j 'argaret Fowler, Pete Grego:ry; :Ed Hayward,
C.""":.Hour'h, Sr., C.""":.Hou;'h, Jr., Adam Hubbell, Dr. !)in Keaney, Ed Kunze,
Dr. C }~eac'le, Jim Meado, Jerry eersereau, BillEul1, Claud Slusher, George
Trichel, K~~l Trever, Joe Tu~er.
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Fort Belvoir, Va. (Same area as in pest years, except DO covero.~'e on- -*1 ..,
tho l"l'r.,lrnr1 side of tl1e Potomac River; tidal "ateI' 30,3, deciduous r!oods 25 ),
:pine i'oods 15~, pesture loi, open fields 10%, torm suburbs 5%, cattail marsh
8.~).-- J~nu2~T 2; 5:30 r.m. to 4:30 p.m. OVercast to c1earin~; temp. 190 to
450; ~ind W to NW, 0-5 m.p.h.; ground bare, marshes, inlets and bays frozen,
Tiver c~nnel ice-free. Tuenty~hree observers in 8 parties. Total party
hours, 62 (48.5 on foot, 15.5 by car); total party udles, 199 (75 on foot,
12~ by car). Horned Grebe, 2; Great Blue Heron, 4; Canada Goose, 9; l~~lard,
50; Black Duck, 273; _',moricnn iidgeon, 30; Green-uinged Teal, 6; 3coup (sP.?),
~; Bufflehead, 2: Huddy Duck, 701; Hooded Merganser, 8; Common:erganser, 431;
~ed-breastedtlerganser, 4; Turkey Vulture, 63; Black Vulture, 2; Sharp-shinned
Hank, 4; Red-tailed Harlk, 20; ~1ed-8houldered Hank, 10; Bald ~€;le, 21; Marsh
Hank, '1: .4merican Kestrel, vi Bob\7hite,. 9; Killdeer, 22; Snipe, 1; Herring
GUll, 83; Ring-billed Gull, 170; unidentified gulls (Herrinf ar.d Ring-billed),
335; Eourning Dove, 33; Ho:,'ned Owl, 4 i Barred Owl, 4; Kingfi sh er, 4; Fli cker, 88;
Pileated ;':oodpecker, 11; TIed-bellied :,'oodpecker, 52; Red-headed "loodpecker, 15;
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 12; Hairy Woodpecker, 13; Downy'.oodpecker, 92; -
Phoebe, 1; Horned Lark, 12;Blue Jay, 384; CommonCrow, 3~ Fish Crow, 7;
BIGck-capped Chickadee, 4; Carolina Chickadee, 282; Tufted Titmouse, 234;
.hite-breasted Nuthatch, 68; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 23; Brown Creeper, 18;
~p~~~ Wren, 1 (G.S. & B.I'il.); "inter \;ron, 21; Carolina ',:ren, 116; Mockin~bird,
124; Catbird, 1; ~obin, ~~~2': Hernlit Thrush, 13; Bluebird, 69; Golden-orowned
Kil1[J.et, 34; Ruby-crollned ~crn:l et, 13; Cedar :i8X\7ing, 128; Loggerhead Shrike, 1;
,3tarlinc, 468; ltrrtle 'ilarbler, 212; Palm i.1arbler, 1; House Sparrow, 233;
lIeadowlark, 171; Redwin;, 530; Baltimore Oriole, 1 (P.G.D. et a1.); Rusty
Blackbird, 212; Cowbird, 29; Cardinal, 227; Evenins Grosbeak, 25; :turple
Finch, 44; Pine Siskin, 13; :~erican Goldfinch, 290; Towheo, 38; Savannah
Sparrou, 2; Slate-colored Junco, ~,780;Tree Sparro~, 200; Field Sparroq, 123;
,hite-cronned Sparro\7, 6; ,~ite-throated Sparrow, 777; Fox Sparrow, 8;

S\'iamp Sparrow, 37; Song Spal'ro", 271. Total, 84 species; 1l,415 indiViduals.
J.~,". Abbott (compiler). John Boyd, Bob Caswell, Dr. &,1'1'8. 1];.G. Davis, Dave
DoI"Jnin-, T'hi1. G. DuMont, Pnul A. DuMont. Margaret Fowler, Morgan Gilbert,
George Goldin:., Ed Haypz,..C:, C.~. Hough, Sr., C.R. .Hour,h , Jr., F..dHull,
~'r. &,r~rs. I.C. Hoover, Dr. Dan Keaney, Bill Mull, C-eorge Sigel, Kark '3techel.~,
~th ,'3trosnider, Barri at 'Sutton.

---000---

Hopewell, Va. (Presquile Natione1 \~ldlife Refuge, Curles Neck,
Richmond BattlefieldPark, Thirley, Headowville, Hope1;.'~ll, Jorden Point; open
fcrmland 30%, brushy fields lOti, marshes and river shore 10;~, deciduous wooded
snamp 10~, ~oodland 40~). -- January 1; 5:30 e.rn.to 5:30 p.m. Partly cloudy;
temp. 190 to 490; wind NE, 1-5 m.p.h.; ground bare, marshes and ponds partially
frozen. Four observers in ) p"rties. Total p.::rty-hoUl's, 27 (19 on foot,
5 by car, 3 by motorboat); total party-miles, 123 (l~ on foot, 102 by car,
S by boat). Pied-billed G~cbe, 3; Great Blue Heron, 18; Canada Goose, 6,100
(est.); Snow Goose, 1; Blue C~ose, 6; Mallard, 3,100 (est.); Black Du.ck, 950
(est.); Gadwall, 3; ..meric~'n ' Ide;eon, 2; Pintail, 275; Green-winGed Teal, 3;
Shoveller, 3; ~70od Duck, 223; ::Ul16-necked Duck, 1; Lesser Scaup, 11 i
scaup (ap.), 2; Buffle-head,4; Hooded Merganser, 1; )~rican 1~rganser, 48;

Hed-breastedl.:erganse:-', 3; Turkey Vulture, 12; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Red-
tailed Hai.'k, 1; Red-shoulc1ered Hawk, 6; Bald :Sagle, 5; Marsh Hank, 3; Sparrow
BaTIk, 4; Turkey, 2; Ia.ndee:', 8; ',:"ilson's 3nipe, 1; shorebird (sP.), 10;

- - -- --- ---
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Herring Gull, 10; ~ng-b1lled Gull, 436; Mourning Dove, ll8; Horned Owl, 2;
BeltedAln~~isher, 1; YelloTI-shofted Flickerl 30; Pileated ~oodpecker, 7;
Red-bellied ..oodpecke r, 21; Yellow-belli ad Sppsucker, 9; H~lry '.ioodpecker, 6;
Downy '.ioodpecker, 15; ...:s.stel"!l Phoebe, 5; Horned Lark, 1; Blue Jay, 24; .American
Cro~, 123; Carolina Chickadee, 63; TUfted Titmouse, 42; ~hite-breasted Nuthatch,
12; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 9; Brown Creeper. 'll; House ~ren, 1 (J.L.D.);
rlinter ''':ren, 2; Bewick's ~, 1 (first record for area--:-.T.L.D.); Carolina.
..ren, 40; l'~ockingbird. 31; .bmerioan Robin, 129; Hermit Thrush, 17; ~3astern
Bluebird, 23; Golden-crowned Kinglet. 21; Ruby-oro~7ned Kinglet, ll; Cedar
.:axwing, ll; Loggerhead Shrike, 5; CommonStarling, 84; Orange-crowned Warbler,
::- (J.L.D.); r::yrtle '.1arble:;.'. 104; House Sparrow, 246; Eastern lieadowlark, 212;
;1ed-\7inced Blackbird. 13; Brown-headed Cowbird, 57; Carcl1n81, 131; mening
Grosbeak,l (J.LoD.); Purple Finch, 29; American Goldfinch, 57; Eastern Toroee,
18; Savannah Sparrow, 1!3; Slpte-colored Junco, 197; .'merican Tree Sparron, 2;
Field Sparrow, 80; "?hite-throated Sparro\7, 289; Fox Sparroit, J:3; Swamp
SparroTI, 28; Sonr. SparroTI, ll9. Total, 81 species; about 13,992 individuals.
I.Jr. &.Frs. J.!,. De1.ime, F.R. Scott (compiler), R.J. 'atson.

---000---

Charlottesville, Va. (same area and percentares AS last year).
DeceLDer 31; 6:30 a~. to 5:p.m. Partly cloudy; teup. 270 to 430; wind W,
5-30 m.p.h.; ponds and river mostly frozen. ~our obsorvers in 4 parties.
Total party-hours, 33 (29 on foot, 4 by c:-r); totel party-miles, 196 (30 on
foot, 166 by car). Fied-billed Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 1; l.;all:lrd, 37;
Black Duck, 19; Turke:, Vulture, 92; Bl ack Vulture, 41; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2;
Cooper's Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Ha~k, 5; Sparrow Hawk, 0; Bob-~hite, 21 (2 coveys);
Killdeer, 1; Dove, 128; Belted I~ngflsher, 6; Yellow-shGfted Flicker, 17;
Pileated oodpecker, 5; Red-bellied "Joodpecker, 31; Saps\tcker, 1; Hairy
';oodpecker, 4; Downy ',:OOdpecker, 38; ..::;astern Phoebe, 7; Horned Lark, 35;
Blue Jay, 24: .American Crow,.. 213; Carolina Chickadee, 75: 'fufted Titmouse, 61;
"..hite-breasted Nuthatch, 22; 3r07,n Creeper, 6: r;inter ~lren, 10; Carolina
~','ren, 49: VlOckine,bird, 63; ;.mericen Robin, 53: Hermit Thrush, 6; Bluebird, 78:
Golden-crO\7ned Kinf~et, 35; 7~by-crouned KinGlet, 1; Cedar ITaxwing, 29;
LoGgerhead Shrike, 5; Stal'linr~, 3035; Myrtle Warbl er, 35: House SparroTI, 15;
=astern l\'ieadowlark, 20; _(Usty Blackbird. 2; CardinC'l, 221; Evening Grosbeak, 3;
Purple Finch, 56; Americc~ C~ldflnch, 82: Slate-colored Junco, 755; imerican
Tree Sparrow, 21; Field Sparr em, 89; ..'hi te-cro\med Sl'arl'or', 15; ',!hite-throated
Sparron, 239; Fox Sparr0\7, 6: Swamp Sparrow, 7; Son~~Sparrmv, 165. Total,
55 species; 6,014 indiviGuals. -- Mrs. C.O. Gresory, Kenneth Lawless,
C1Brles E. Stevens, .a.J. '..c.tson.

---000---

Warren (Albemarle County),!!. (same area and percentages aa 1 ast year).
December 26; ~ a.m. to 4:45p.m. Cloudy; temp. 210 to 470; no uind; lanGhorne's
Pond and James River open. Three observers in 2-3 parties. Total party-hours,
22 (18 on foot, 4 by car); total party-miles, 142 (27 on foot, 115 by cDr).
1rallerd, 207; Bl rck Duck," 40; .h:lerican ~1idgeon, 17; Pintail, 6; Green-rdn~:ed
Tea.l, 8; Blue-",inred Teal, 4 (first winter !'Scord for county - K.L.); \'iood
Duck, 2; Rednea.d, 2; Buf'rle-l1ea.d, 2; nuddy Duck, 1; Hooded 1'Ierganser, 4;
Turkey Vulture, 37; Blc:.c~;:Vulture, 28; Red-tailed Hank, 2; Red-shouldered Ha':7k,2;
Farah HaFk, 1; Sparro,' Ho.":k, G; BOb-nhite, 8 (1 covey); J\;nerican £2.2i, 1 (first
T'lnte-r record for county - K~L.); Killdeer, 5; :711son'a Snipe, 4; Mourning
Dove, 168; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shafted ~licker12; Pileated~odpecker.l;

- - - - -----
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Red-bellied'::oodpecker,21; Spasucker,3; Da7ny ,;ood];ecker, 24; Eastern Phoebe,3;
Horned Lark. 39; Blue Jay, 0; J,merican Crow, 288; Fish Crow, 1; Carolina
Chickadee, 82; Tufted Titmouse, 25; ,hite-breasted Nuthatch, 13; Red-breasted
Nuthatch, 2; Brown Creeper, 5; Linter .ren, 10; Carolina .;ren, 37; Uocldne,;bird,
55; American riobin, 121; Hermit Thrush, 9; ~stern Bluebird, 105; Golden-
crowned Kinglet, 31; 3ubj-croi7ned Kinf1e t, 7; Cedar 1iaxwing, 38; Loggerhead
Shrike, 15; Starlin:;, 932; Eyrtle Warbler, 83; ~ Warbler, 1 (rare in winter
C.~.S.); House SparroD, 40; Meadowlark, 186; Red-~inged Blackbird, 10,251 (one
flock estimatedat 10,000by K.L.): Rusty-Blackbird, 204; Purple Grackle, 1;
BroTIn-headed Cowbird, 5; Cardinal, 139; Evening Grasbeak, 26; Purple Finch, 24;
Pine Siskin, 1; Amer1C3n Gol~finch, 170; Slate-colored Junco, 713; American
Tree Sparrow, 31; Fi eld 3yal':' 0'-:, 71; V,'hite-c.,owned 3pa~row, 62; ~!hite-throa ted
3parrO\7, 255; Swamp Sparr01', 14; Song Sparro1.7, 181. Total, 69 species; about
14,894 individuals. - Kenneth Lawless, \/illiam F. Minor, Charles 1:. Stevens.

---000--

Big !!!l Mountain, ~. (section of the Blue :11dGe lying mostly in
the Shenandoah National Park in Albemarle and TIockin[ham counties including
Bi-' J'lat MountB1~, Blackroclc, North Fork Moorman's River, and Sugar Hollow'
reservoir;deciduouswoods, 7~;, abandoned fields~ 18%, hemlock groves, 5~,
reservoir2%). -- Janui;ry 2; 7 a.m. to 5:30p.m. Clo~dy; temp. 230 to 400j
wind SE-S~, 0-35 m.p.h. (on ridge)j tog and ice-coveredtrees on ridge;'
rese~voirportly frozen. Onc'observer. 'Total party-hours, 101 on foot;
total perty-miles, 19 on .?o')t. Mallard, 2; Black Duck, 2; 'furkey Vulture, 1;
Red-tailed HSVlk, 1; '~uffed Grouse, 4; Belted Kingfi sher, 1; YelloTI-shafted
Flicker, J; rlleated 'oofp3cker 10; Red-bellied -:ood~ecker,1; Sapsucker, 3;
Hriry '''oodpec!cer, 1; DOHny"ooc1pecker, 6; ::astern Phoebe, 4; CommonRaven, 2;
.tmericr-n Cro":, 52; Caroline Chickadee, 30; Tufted Titmouse, 6; BrO\7I1Creeper, 5j
~inter ~ren, 4; Carolin~ ren, 9; Mockin~bird, 3; lunericanRObin, 136;
Hermit Thrush, 4; Golcle:!-cro"'!}ed Ki~'let, 14; Cedar ',:ax,dng, 5; Starlinc, 325j
}."yrtle ':arbler, 1; Cal'din.:'l, 27; Purple §inch, 8; l\merican Goldfinch, 21;
Sl~te-colored Junco, 90; _l",lOl'icf.n Tree Sparrow, 9; Field Sparrow, 45; :ihite-
throatedSparrow, 46; Son= SparroTI, 2. Total, 35 species; 863 individuals.
Several birdsheardin some pitch pines were thou~cht to be Red Crossbills but
they could not be round. -- CAarles~. Stevens.

--000--

Sweet Briar, Va. (Sweet Bri ar College property and adjacent area,
radius of 1t miles; open-fields 30%, scrub 30%, brushy creek bottoms 25%,

mixed woodlands 10%, lake edge 5%). -- January 1; 7:45 8.m. to 4:45 p.m.
SUnny; temp. 280 to 460; occasional Nflwind, 5-10 m.p.h.; ground barej ponds
frozen. Three observers in 1 party. Total party-hours, 8 (E:riaon foot, 1i by
car), total party-miles, 14 (8 on foot, 6 by car). Turkey Vulture, 5; Black
Vulture, 1; Cooper's aai7k,1; Killdeer, 2; .~lson's Snipe, 1; Mourning Dove, 2;
Belted Kingfisher, 1; Yello~-shafted Flicker, 13; Pileated iioodpecker, 1;
Red-bellied Joodpecker, 3; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 3; Dormy ;:oodpecker, 9;

~astern Phoebe, 3; American CroTI.69; Carolina Chickadee, 32; Tufted Titmouse, 18;
~~ite-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Red-breasted NUthatch, 10; BroUQ Creeper, 3;
Carolina 7iren, 8; Eockincbird, 18; .American Robin, 13; Eastern Blut3bird, 16;
Golden-crowned Klnzlet, 4; Cedar ;7axw1ng, 30; CommonStarlinG, 13,027; i'Yrtle
',:arbler, 18; House Sparro..-:, 76; J:astern Meadowlark, 48; Brorm-headec.'l Cowbird, 1;

- -- - - - ------ - --- -- -- - - -
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Cardinal, 43; Purple Finch, 5; J.merican Goldfinch, 59; Eastern Tomee, 2;
Savannah Sparrow, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 207; Field Sparro,I, 58; White-
crowned Sparrow, ill; ,/hi te-throated Sparrow, 110; Song Sparrow, 67.
Total, 40 species; 14,151 individuals. -- Ndss Gertrude Prior, Bill Chambers,
John R. ',/ithrow (compiler).

---000--

RockiDRhamCounty, Va. (\71thin 7i m11e radius from Ottobine.)
December 26; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. ",:eather clear; 250 at start, 360 at finish.
Tlvo observers plus pointer dog; 5 miles on foot and 45 miles in car. Elevation
1160 to 3200 feet; habitats; cottonwood-sycamore river bottom, open far-m land
and farm woodlot. lawn and shade trees in town, mixed Appalachian conifers and
hard\1oods in mountains. Ground clear. Pied-billed Grebe, 6; Mallard, 264;
Black Duck, 32; Gadwall, 27; Baldpate, 8; Pintail, 11; Bins-necked Duck, 3;
Canvasback, 2; Hooded I,:erganse , 1; Turkey Vulture, 15; 3parrow Hawk, 4;
~ffea Grouse, 5; Bob-white ~uail, 59 (5 voveys); coot, 11; Belted King-
fisher, 1; Killdeer, 2; Flicker, 1; Pileated :~odpecker, ~; Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, 1; Dorm.y ",','oodpeclcer, 3; Phoe'be, 1; Homed Lark, 2; Blue Jay, 6;
Crou, 121; FishCrow, 2; Black-capped Chickadee, 5; Carolina Chickadee, 2;
Tufted Titmouse, 3; "ihite-breasted Nb1thatch, 1; Carolina "ren, 2; Mockingbird, 8;
Robin, 2; Bluebird, 3; Goltlen-cro.-ned Kinglet, 4; i~iigrant Shrike, 2;
3tarling, 125; JhBlish )parroD, 59; Meadowlark, 2; Cardinal, 21; Goldfinch, 3;
Slate-colored Junco, 35; Tree Sparrow, 2; White-croDned SparroD, 7; ~~ite-
throated 3parroD, 5; Sons'Sl~rrop., 10. Total, 45 species, 894 individuals.
Harry Jopson, Leon Po\"!ell, Ha."{Carpenter.

---000---

Lexington, Va. (seme territory as in recent years; open pasture, 30%,
oek uoods, 25j~, cedaruoods, 25,;, scrub growth, 20%). -- Dec~~mber 26; 7 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Overcost; temp. 330 to 390; ground bare, thawing; streaIM and ponds
open; no uind. ~ieht observe:s in three parties. Total party hours, 30 (on
foot, 25; by car, 5); total party miles, 77 (on foot, 26; by car, 5).
Grea t Blu e Heron, 1; Mallard, 33; Black 1)j,ck, 2; Turkey Vul ture, 14; Black
Vulture, 8; Sharp-shinned Ha~k, 1; Coop~rts Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hap.k, 1;
Sparrou Hawk, 2; :rtutfed Grouse, 1; Bob-white, 15; Killdeer, 12; ~iilsonts
Snipe, 2; MOurning Dove, 84; Barred Owl, 1; Kingfisher, 5; Flicker, 7;
Pileated ;'loodpeclcer, 6; Hed-be1lied \'iOodpecker, 12; Red-headed :70odpec::er, 1;
Yel10".bellied Sapsucker, 7; Douny ~'loodpecker, 33; Phoebe, 5; Prairie Homed
Lark, 55; Blue ~ay, 19; Raven, 2; Crow, &73; Black-capped Chickadee, 3;
Car~ina Chickadee,60; Bro'~ Creeper,4; Tufted Titmouse, 43; "mite-breasted
Nuthatch, 22; ',7inter iren, 2; Carolina 'Iren, 40; Mockincbird, 67; Robin, 7;
Hermit Thrush, 2; Bluebird, 24; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 11; Cedar ':'axwing, 23;
l,!'[i~ant Shrike, 4; Myrtle "arbler, 4; Starlin.z, 7309 (small groups counted;
several large flocks estim<'ted); English Sparrow,3'11; J..:eadoti'lark, 16;
Cardinal, 112; Purple Finch, 43; Goldfinch, 50; Slate-colored Junco. 249;
Tree Sparro"" 58; Field Sparrow, 35; Vlhite-throated 3parror/, 129; White-
crowned Sparrow, 11; Song 3parl'0\1, 50. Species, 54; individuals, 9,551.
Robert P. Carroll, Robert Carroll, Jr., S.R. Evans, David Foster, ~ack Lackmann,
J.J. ~~rray (compiler), Charles Ritchey.

-- --- ----- - - -
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Roanoke, Va. (Murray's Pond, Carvins Cove, .'00 drum Field Airport,
Peters Creek ~ood, salem; farmland 20%, open tields 40~, deciduous woods and
~ine woods 20~, creek bottOM, loke end pond 2~). -- December 28; 7 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Fair; temp. 180 to 360; calm; ground thawing in afternoon. Six
observers in one party. Jfiles, 38 (on foot, 8; by car, 30). Mallard, 20;
Black Duck, 7; Green-win~ed Teal, 2; Butflehead, 3; Turkey Vulture, 5;
Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Sparl'O\7 Haflk, 1; Coot, 40; Killdeer, 3; Rock Dove, 40;
;-ourniDG Dove, 80; Flicker, 1; Hairy ;'ioodpecker, 1; Do':!lY ',.'oodpecker, 5;
Prairie Horned LaJrk, 9; Blue Jay, 5; Crow, 35; Carolina Chickadee, 19; Tufted
Titmouse, 9; ./hite-bl'easted Nuthatch, 1; Carolina "fren, 5; Eockingbird. 13;
Bluebird, 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 1; Loggerhead
Shrike, 2; Starling, 250; l'Wrt1e ',:arb1er, 1; :J:ng1ish Sparrow, 112; Cardinal, 24;
Goldfinch, 6; Junco, 42; Tree Sparrow, 6; Field Sparrow, 6; ",nite-crowned Sparrow,
3; "nite-throated Sparro'.7, 18; SoI16 Sperron, 10. Total, 37 species, 790
individuals. 6 Evening'(lrosbeaks observed by Lewis, Decenber 27.
Dr. P.F. Kendig, C.H. Lenis, lirs. 1':.J. Nelson, Miss Virginia Haller, Mr. &:Mrs.
A.O. :~glish.

---000--

Blacksburg, Y!,. (same area as 1953 and previous years; pa~ture and J)
plowed land 20~, town and suburbs 10/~, virgin wh!te oak TIoodlots 20;Q, mixed
pine and oak woods 20~, river and creek bottom 30~~). -- December 26; 6:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Overcast; temp. 290 to 310; wind none; g1'ound bare; light snCX7
around noon, melting by end of day; ponds mostly unfrozen. -.::ir;hteen observers
in 8 parties. Total pGrty-hours, 53i (52 on toot, l!by car); total party-
miles, 89 (64 on foot, 25 by car). CommonLodn, 1; Pied-billed 0rebe, 2;
Canada Goose, 31; Mallar(1, 100; Black Duck, 21; }~meric~m "idgeon, 67;

Pintail, 6; Redhead, ~O~ Conves-back, 16; Lesser Scaup, 60; American Golden-
cye,f5; Bufflehead, 71; ~d0Y Duck, 2; Hooded r~rgenser, 14; Turkey Vulture, 3;
Bl~cl~ Vllltu!"e, 1; -3harp-shinned Harlk. 1; Cooper's Har!k, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 1;
:-:e(1-shoul(~ered He'7k. 8; Ti-:;eo~ Hawk, 1 (A.L.D.); Sparro\7 Harnt, 6; Ruffed
Grouse, 7; Bob-"'hite, 23---r3"CoVeysf; J\merioan Coot, 1; Killdeer,' 23;.~ilson's
'')nipe, 4:; Spottei'. )ondJ>ilJe:.:, 1 (C.O.H. Sr., J.H.H.); Eourning Dove, 205:
-,c~:-cech Ot'l, 1; Horned 0,:1, 3; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shafted ?licker, 26;
Pile'ted ,oodpeckel', 7; led-bellied "oodpecker. 8; 'ied-headed 'oodpecker, 1;
Yello!:-bellied .Japsucker, 1; Hairy 'oodpecker, 17; Douny '.!oodpecker, 41;
:":astern Phoebe, 5; Horned Lnrk, 96; Blue Jay, 17; CommonRaven, 1 (C.O.H. Jr.);
:merican Cro\1, 867; Black-cappedChickadee,8; CarolinaChickadee, 125;
Tufted Titmouse, 102; hite-breasted Nuthatch, 46; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 10;
BrO\Jn Creep er, 10; ':inter ,l'en, 4; Carolina Wren, 29; !vlockingbird, 43;
.'merican Hobin, ~; Hermit Thrush, 3; Eastern Bluebird, 41; Golden-crovmed
Kinclet, 58; Ruby-croV7l1ed ~an[,let, 2; loggerhead Shrike, 7: CommonStarlin~, 1260;
I.wrtle \larbler. 15; House Sparro\7, 357; l;astern lIeado\"!lark, 103; Rusty Blackbird,
1; l'Qrple Grackle, 2; Card1ncl, 167; Evening Grosbe~, 1 (C.O.H. Jr.); Purple
Finch, 5; Pine Siskin, 4; !~erican Goldtinch, 153; Slate-colored Junco, 306;
iJnerican Tree Sparrow, 4; ~ield Sparrow, 49; ~~ite-cro\7ned Sparrow, 61;
';hite-throated SparroTI, 13; Fox Sparrow, 2; SwampSparrow, 2; Song Sparro~, 102.
Total, 78 species; about 5,19l.individuals. (Seen in area December 25:
Eastern Towhee). -- John Cooper, A.L. Dean, R.V. Dietrich, Cynthia Furtsch,
E.G. Hale, C.O. Handley, 31'., C.O. Handley, Jr., J.M. Handley, ~&arthaKline,
J.S. Lindsey, H.B. Mosby, J.~::. iliAu'ray, G.~:1.Shear, Mr. 2~rlirs. E.A. Smyth,
:llyn ~th, Grace Smfth, R.J. 1:atson (compiler).

-- - -- -- - - - - -- --
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Glade Spring. J!.. (7{' mile radius centerinG on western ede:e of tor..>n
and including part of Saltville, Va., and segmnts of the North, Middle and
South forks of the Holston.River; fields, pasture and fencerous 50%, deciduous
farm Dooolots 20~, deciduous TIoodland 15%, river bottom 10%, town suburbs, 4»,
i11C1rshand ponfls l~). -- January 1; 7:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. mostly clea;
temp. 200 to 450; wind W, 5-10 m.p.h. Two observe~s in 2 parties. Total
~~rty-hours, 13 (9 on foot, 4 by car), total party-ndles, 45 (5 on foot, 40
b'r c<,r). Pied-billed Grebe, 1; Hal1ard, 11; Pintail, 1; Turkey Vulture, 9;
Blrck Vulture, 4; Red-tailad Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 3; l~ricen Coot, 4;
Killdeer, 3; ~dlson's 3nipe, 8; ~burning Dove, 56; Horned Owl, 1; Yellow-
shafted Flicker, 3; Pile£ted ~odpecker, 1; Red-bellied .oodpecker, 1; Donny
~~odpecker, 8; Blue Jay, 12; !merican Crow, 28; Oarolina Chickadee, 4; TUfted
Titmouse, 20; .hite-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Oarolina .ren, 1; I~Ckin~bird, 8;
~l11erican :Robin, 11; Hermit Thrush, 1; ~astern Bluebird, 11; Golden-crowned
KiI1[,lct, 2; LoGgerhead 3hri~:;:e, 2; CommonStarlinG' about 1100; Mvrtle narbler, 5;
House Sparrow, 30; Eastern Iie.:'dowlark, 17; Red-winged Blackbird, 3; Purple
Grackle, 1; Brown-headed COTIbird, 1; Cardinal, 12; .meric0n Goldfinch, 10;
.f:astern Towhee. 1; Slate-colored Junco, 34; jJ"iald SparroH, 4; .ihi te-crowned
Sparrow, 19; ~7hite-throated Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 12. Total, 43 species,
about 1467 individuals. -- Jane Oraig, Paul S. Dulaney, 100 :"lashinCtonst.,
Portsmouth, Va, (compiler). Red-headed ;loodpecker sir,hted every day during
holidays except day of count. -P.D.

---000---

BDmS OF THE"NEU-GEBUNDENES:;mEN", 1737

By W. L. McAtee

With a much longer title, characteristicof its age, a book was
published in German at Bern, SVlitzerland, in 1737, rlhich apparently was meant
to encourage Swiss colonization in Virginia. For catalogue purposes, the
Library of Oongress cited this work as "'E1ne Kurtze Beschreibung von Virginiaa
or, (\ short description of Virginia - "By rti11iam Byrd, translated by
S. D"ennerlt. ~ichard C. Beatty and '"Tilliam J. Mulloy, who pUblished the
ori~inal text and 0 translation at ~ichmond, Virginia, in 1940 (xxviii~95~109pp.),
thou ht that the::r hrd established the authorship by :8'jrd of "the basic informa-
tion ~"hich Jenr>er incorporated into his own account of the colonY"; and they
"dO., "The volume contain!3 the most detailed account in existence of the
natural hi story of coloni:)l Vircinia" (p.xxvil1).

lmatever may be scid of the authorship of the natural history text,
it is certain that the compiler had before him, end freely copied or para-
phrased from John Lar!son' s "A New Voyage to Carolina; Containine; the Exact
Description and Natural Hi sto!"'] of That Count1'Y'~,etc., London, 1709. The
natural history, at least the bulk of it, therefore is not that of Virginia but
ot North Oarolina. Hence there is no point in Givinc a modern synonymy of the
birds for a Virginia publication. I"have prepared a discussion of Lawson's birds,
t7hich has been submitted to ~~, organ ot "The Oarolina Bird Club".

Chapel Hill, North Oarolina

-----------
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CHASE crrr BIRD SANCTUARY

Mention \7aS nt3.de in the October-Novenber, 1959. issue 01' ~ Raven,
tJ':1t s Croup of c1ub;,Joroon in Chase City, Virginia, had initiated a movement to
~"a.'cetheir torm f' Bird sanctuary. Mrs. H.H. Braxton 01' the V.S.O. was the
spokesmnn of the Fortnightly Club betore the Chase City town oouncil. At its
;.jieetinc on December 12. the council approved the request of the club. As far
ae the ~itor knows. Chase City is the first Virginia municipality to beoome a
Bird Sanctuary. An area on the campus of '."[asbington and Lee Universi ty in
Lexington was made a sanctuaI"'.f by the college; and an area about the oampus 01'
Swect Briar College is a SW1CtUal~. There may be other similar sanctuaries.
If so, we should like to have the' intormtion tor ~ Raven. The Chase City
move m1cht well be copied by many other tows. There are dozens 01' such town and
cl ty sanctuaries in North Carolina.

The ordinance adopted by the Chase City Council is as follo\7s:

"Be it ordained by the Town Counoil 01' the Tom of Chase City (1)
that the Town of Chase City, TIithin its corporate boundaries, be declared a
Bird Sanctuary for the protection of all birds protected by the Mlgrator,y Bird
Treaty JiCt, not including starlings or English sparrows; (2) that it \1ill be
unlauful for any person to shoot missiles of any description from any bow, sliDG.
bean shooter, air rifle, sprinG Gun, or any other instrument or weapon at such
birds, or oth~r\7ise destroy suoh birds, their nests or eggs, within the co»porate
11mi ts of said Town; (3) that anyone tound guilty 01' vIolating any 01' the
provisf.oJ18 at th18 ordinance shall be punished with a tine ot not less then-,$l,
nor more than $10.00; and (4) that it shall be permissable for any oivic club,"
to erect appropriate signs and tor the tOVill to install them' on all highway
entrances into Chase City indicating that Chase City has been.deolared a
Bird Sanotuary."

---000-

NOTES .AND NEWS

Nest-Record Cards. Fred. R. Scott, 115 Kennondale Lene, Richmond 26.
Virginia. states that he has a supply of 4%6 nest-record cards; that he will
be glad to send a smapleto anyone who requests it; and that he can probably
sell them at 500 for ~5.00, if enough orders are received. These cards were
invented in :C:ngland ~...Ju1ian Huxley and James Fishej;', adapted with nnlch
editing by Josselyn/t1:ne for use in the United States, and further adapted for
use in Virginia.

Golden E~le. There have been two recent reports 01' the killing 01'
Golden Eagles in Virglnic:. Harry G.M. Jopson reports one killed on Shenandoah
Mountain, above Bergton, Rockill€:ham County, by a farmer on January 9, 1956.
He writes, "The eagle was feeding on a dead sheep at the time. The tarmer had
reported ear11er losing lambs to some unknOTlll predrtor. \','as the eagle guiltY?
This specimen was turned over to the Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries..
and it is understood t1B t ,:'hen prepared it w11l be displayed in the offices d
the Division in ~ichmond. The bird hed a wing spread of 7 fect, 21J-inches,

-- -- -- ------- - --- -- - - - - - - - - -
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and weighed 12 pounds, 5 ounces." (It is alplost certain that the eagle did not
kill the sheep; and it would be ver~ unfair to lay the loss of the lambs to the
eagle, TIhen so many other predators could b~ the guilty parties. - 3ditor).
The other Golden ;ngle uas shot near Buchanan, Botetourt County, in January,
1956, about January 13. It is noVl mounted and is at the Rader 1!\1neral Home
in Buchanan.

Rin~-neCked Pheasant. R.J. Uatson reports seeing a Ring-necked
Pheasant standing by the side of Highway 229 in Culpeper County, about ten
mdles north of Culpeper, on October- 30, 1955.

Avocet. Three Pvocets were observed in the marsh at Back Bay ~efuee
on October 25, 1955, by Jack Perkins, ~.J. Bartholomew, and C.C. Steirly.

Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher in ":inter. Harry G.1E. Jopson reports seeillG a
Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher at Bridgewater, Virginia, on Decenber 14, 1955. He watched
it for a minute at a dist~nce of five or six feet.

Giant Redwing Blackbird, A New Race for Virginia. J.J. trorray picked
up a dead male Redwine at Cameron's Pond, one mile north of Lexington, Vir&fnia,
on November 10, 1955. The bird seemed so large that a skin \las made and sent
to Dr. iu.exander uetmore, ~7ho identified it as the Giant Redwing Blackbird,
.AF;elaius phoeniceus arctolegus Oberholser. Wetmore urote: "It is somewhat
intermediate but has th heavy bill that marks this race." This is the first
record for Virginia; and apparently for the territory near our state.

Grackles ~ starliJ1€:s. Max Carpenter reports a large flock of
Grackles and Starlings in a flight across Highway 29, about midway between
Culpeper and i,:Iadison, On November 16, 1955. He writes: "I oould estimate it
took ten minutes after I had stopped for the birds to get across the hiGhway
above me. The trees across the valley were black TIith birds that never crossed
the highway. It uould be hard to estimate the number coming in to the roost
but several thousand would be a conservative figure. I started to say
10,000 but I knou how easy it is to be deceived by large flocks of birds ...
I believe there were some RedDings among them, but it was near dusk and I could
not be sure."

Evenin~ Grosbewcs. There are indications this \linter of an Evening
Grosbeak invasion which, thouSh smallerthan in some recent winters,is
general. A tew are rpportedin the ChristmasCounts. Scott has seena tew in
Richmond,M.B. Cater saw 3 at his feedingtray in CliftonForge on January 18.
They have been present in Le~dnc;ton throU€:;h the month of January, beginning m th
3 on January 5, then 12 on January 6, singles and couples at various times,
and a flock of' 40 on Janual"Y 30. The Editor would lUre to have full reports on
these birds from all localities when the season ends late in April.

Pine Grosbeaks. iTS. Norman C. ~cott identifieda m~le and 3 female
Pine GrosbCOkS in her yardat CliftonForge, Virginia, {812 Gardner street)
on ~?~u~ry 3. She observed them closely and comp8red them TIiththe color
plote in the Peterson Guide. She eliminated ~ed Crossbills, because of the wing
bars; ..11i te-winged Crossbills, because of the feath er streakinG on the back
of the male; and Purple .!'inches, because of t1'e lack of streakine in the
females .

---
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~ Sparrow. C.C. Steir1y reports that on The
..: udubon Society Eastern ahore Field Trip in August, 1955,
observed on August 20 at the Parramore Island Coast Guard
...~ugust21 on Asaateague Island.

1956

District ot Columbia
a Lark Sparrow was
Station; and one on
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VARIATION IN LATE DECENBERCOUNTSOF WATERBIRDS IN CHESAPEAKEBAY

By F. R. Scott

Introduction

A careful strip census has been taken just inside the mouth of Chesa-
peake Bay twice each Christmas season for four years. Each count has covered a
linear distance of approximately 15 miles, each has lasted from 1.17 hours to
1.25 hours, and the habitat covered has been identical each time, i.e., open
bay water at least two miles from land. While this series of counts has had
certain obvious inadequacies, especially the limited time spent on each, these
limitations are at least partially offset by the accuracy of the strip-census
method (as opposed to a grid-type coverage) and by similar coverage each strip.

The area covered, well known to readers of The Raven for many years,
is part of the route covered by the Chesapeake Bay ferry between Little Creek,
near Cape Henry, and Kiptopeke Beach, near Cape Charles. In spite of the fact
that the count area ranges from two to nine miles from shore and is in part
directly exposed to the ocean, it is not a true pelagic community, and there is
relatively little similarity between counts here and counts 15 to 20 miles
offshore. Most birds here are drawn from the immediate offshore community
(shore to 2 miles out) plus a few from the bay and estuarine community. The
only true pelagic bird that occurs here regularly is the Wilson's Petrel in
summer.

Acknowledgments

The author acknowledges with appreciation the help he received from
C.C. Steirly on four of these counts and from A.S. Messenger on one.

Over-all Population Density

There are several good objections in attempting to delimit an area
for a strip census of this kind, but for any density calculations it is
essential to do so. Thus I estimate that on the average all birds were counted
k mile on either side of the ferry, making a total census area of 7.5 square
miles or 4800 acres.

As can be seen in the accompanying table, the computed over-all popu-
lation density varied tremendously from census to census, ranging from 2 to 138
birds per 100 acres (mean 41, median 18). (In this paper population density is
defined as the number of birds per unit area at any given instant.) The cause
of this var~ation is probably a result of a number of factors, not the least of
which are defects inherent in the counting method. Foremost among these latter
j.s that it might be questioned whether or not a 4800-acre 1.25-hour count will
[iye a satisfactory sample of birds that have such a wide and irregular daily
feeding range. Perhaps the ideal way to answer this question would be to take
two or four counts per day, instead of just one, and to compare these results.
I~ any event, since the density figures indicate a much higher variation between
counts taken in different years than between counts taken four days apart, it
appears that counting deficiencies are not the entire answer.

- - -
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FOUR-YEARSUMMARYOF LATE DECEMBERBIRD COUNTSIN CHESAPEAKEBAY

1952 1953 1954 1955
Species December 26 29 26 29 27 30 27 30

Common Loon 2 3 17 1 1 4 1 1,

Red-throated Loon - 2 1 1 - - 2 3

Horned Grebe 14 20 212 4 6 10 2 41

Pied-billed Grebe - - 1
Gannet 4 19 - 6 15 5

AmericanBrant 5

Black Duck - - - - 72

Scaup (sp.?) - - - - - - - 65

01dsquaw - 16 - 4 2 8 4

White-winged Scoter 2 3 1 7 6 3 - 8

Surf Scoter 4 340 4700 6500 372 124 1

American Scoter - 15 250 3 - - - 11

Scoter (sp.?) - - - - - - - 7

Red-breasted Merganser - 5 - - - - 1

American Coot - 1

Great Black-backed Gull 1 - - - 2 3 1 2

Herring Gull 900 600 185 75 230 380 85 45

Ring-billed Gull 10 4 36 5 20 11

Bonaparte's Gull - 21 42 18 1 16

Forster's Tern - - 104

Royal Tern 7

Total species 10 13 11 11 11 10 8 9

Total individuals 949 1049 5549 6626 727 564 97 183

Density per 100 acres 20 22 116 138 15 12 2 4
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One factor affecting over-all abundance in these counts is the irregular

presence of late fall transients. During years when migration is early, such

as 1954 and 1955, the counts may be considered to give a true picture of mid-

winter conditions. In years of late migration, however, transient birds may
complicate the count. Probably a very important local factor controlling winter

bird densities here is the presence or absence of the preferred food of each

species, and this in turn may be related to such factors as temperatures and
salinity of the water. Thus far, poor weather conditions have not hindered the

counts as much as might be expected. As a matter of fact, the clearest day had
the lowest density of all. Rainy and windy weather appeared to cause more

activity in the birds, thus more than compensating for any decrease in visibility.

The densities reported here should be considered preliminary figures

only. Instead of being a definitive study, they are really a groping attempt to

find a meaningful method of describing density variation from year to year.

Discussion of Species

One of the most amazing aspects of this study is that while a total of

20 different species has been recorded on the eight counts, only three have been

seen every time, the Common Loon, Horned Grebe, and Herring Gull. Of the rest,
the Forster's and Royal Terns can be marked as late migrants (both were in flocks

flying southward). Six more could probably be described as accidental

stragglers: Pied-billed Grebe, American Brant, Black Duck, Scaup (sp.?),

Red-breasted Merganser, and Coot. The mergansers may be rare but regular in

winter here, or, along with the rest, may have been late migrants or birds

frightened into the open bay by hunting pressure, low-flying airplanes, etc,

All of them are common winter residents in other habitat types in eastern Virginia.

. In addition to the three species recorded every trip, 9 more have been

seen on 50% or more of the counts and may be considered characteristic if

somewhat irregular winter visitors. These are the Red-throated Loon, Gannet,
Oldsquaw, White-winged Scoter, Surf Scoter, American Scoter, Great Black-backed

Gull, Ring-billed Gull, and Bonaparte's Gull.

As a simple classification of wintering birds of lower Chesapeake Bay
(two or more miles from shore), we might follo\'1the example of Cruickshank

(Birds Around New York City, 1942) and separate them into two groups according
to their regularity and abundance. Considering the limited fieldwork, we can
tentatively divide them as follows:

Dominant:

ConunonLoon
Horned Grebe

White-winged Scoter

Surf Scoter

Herring Gull

Subdominant:

Red-throated Loon
Gannet

Oldsquaw
American Sooter

Great Black-backed Gull

Ring-billed Gull
Bonaparte's Gull
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During the migration season this classification would change con-
siderably as well as vary more from day to day. In spite of its great
variation the winter bird population is a great deal more stable than during
the spring arrl fall.

A few additional remarks might be made about the birds in the list

above. During the winter of 1953-54 large flocks of Surf Scoters were seen in

the count area as early as late November and as late as early April.

Apparently these were part of the wintering flock that normally occurs farther
north on Chesapeake Bay. Flocks of comparable size have not been recorded here

in other years at all. Large flocks of Herring Gulls are often seen following

boats in the Bay. Although such flocks may tend to give a bias to the total

counts, they are nevertheless an integral part of the ecology of the area, and
they appear to be made up of birds that are in the census area anYWay. The

Ring-billed Gulls recorded on these counts were all seen in flocks of Herring

Gulls following the ferries and nowhere else. Furthermore they all seemed to

originate from shore, and most would turn back before the ferry got five miles
from shore. Since this is an abundant bird along the Bay shore, the few birds

recorded in the count area might be regarded as late migrants or stragglers
rather than characteristic winter visitors.

Richmond, Virginia

--000---

WINTER BIRD-POPULATION S'IUDY
Bottomland Hardwood Forest

By C. C. Steirly

A Winter Bird-Population Study was conducted in a bottomland hardwood

forest area along Spring Branch in Sussex County near Waverly. A 16 acre
census area was established such that Spring Branch ran approximately through
its center. External boundaries were surveyed so that the entire area was

within the bottomland hardwood forest habitat, Spring Branch is a tributary
of the Blackwater River.

Trees were of course the dominant vegetation. A frequency count was
made of trees six inches in diameter at breast height and upwards on a sample
portion with the following results on a per hundred tree basis: red birch
(Betula nigra) 24, red maple (Acer rubrum) lS, white ash (Fraximus americana) 14,
American elm (Ulmus americana) 10, sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua) 10,
blue beech (Carpinus carolinana) 9, red mulberry (Morus rubra) 6, sycamore
(Platanus occidentalis) 3, bald-cypress (Taxodium distichmu) 3 hackberry
(Celtis occidentalis) 1, yellowpoplar (Liriodendron tUlipifera) 1, water oak
(Quercus nigra) 1. Scattered loblolly pine (Pinus taeda) occurred within the
area but did not occur on the frequency plots. The secondary layer consisted
for the most part of reproduction(saplingstage) of the above species plus
holly (Ilex opaca), spice bush (Benzoin aestivale) and elder (Sambucusracemosa).
Much of the ground was covered with a dense growth of Japanese honeysuckle
(Lonicera tartarica),blackberry(Rubus sPP.), greenbrier (SmilaxsPP.),
poisonoak (Rhus toxicodendron), and poisonivy (Rhus radicans) was found growing
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on many of the trees. Jewelweed (Impatiens bif10ra) is found throughout the

more open areas during the summer. In portions of the area there are sizeable
patches of reeds or switch cane (Arundinaria tecta).

It should be noted that this area is classed as bottomland hardwoods

and not swamp hardwood since the latter is characterized by an abundance of

tupelo (Nyssa aquatica) and is subject to prolonged inundation.

A series of eight census trips was made through the area during the

period December 17, 1955 - January 28, 1956. Dates of these trips were

December 17, 24, 26, 31, January 7, 14, 22 and 28. Temperatures ranged from

300 F to 520 F. On one trip, that of December 31, there was snow on the ground.

The bird census or number per average trip is as follows (the figures

in parenthesis refer to the density, or number per 100 acres of habitat):

Myrtle Warbler, 30 '(185), Purple Grackle, 22 (146), Common Crow, 12 (76),

White-throated Sparrow, 10 (61), Goldfinch, 8 (48), Carolina Chickadee, 7 (42),

White-breasted Nuthatch, 6 (39), Tufted Titmouse, 6 (36), Ruby-crowned Kinglet,
5 (31), Red-bellied Woodpecker, 4 (27), Slaty Junco, 4 (27), Downy Woodpecker,
3 (21), Winter Wren, 3 (21), Robin, 3 (21), Bluebird, 3 (21), Yellow-shafted

Flicker, 3 (19), Carolina Wren, 2 (15), Cardinal, 2 (15), Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, 1+ (9), Hairy Woodpecker, 1+ (9), Kingfisher 1+ (8), Pi1eated
Woodpecker,l+ (6), Brown Creepe~l+ (6), Bobwhite, 1 (6), Hermit Thrush, .8 (5),
Towhee, .8 (5), Purple Finch, .6 (4), Blue J~, .6 (4), Great Blue Heron +,
Wood Duck +, Turkey Vulture +, Black Vulture +, Red-shouldered Hawk +, Barred
Owl +, Phoebe +, Golden-crowned Kinglet +, Cedar Waxwing +, Loggerhead Shrike +,
Evening Grosbeak +, Pine Siskin +, Song Sparrow +. Total birds per trip: 141.
Density per 100 acres: .881.

Birds whose occurrence rate, when reduced to numbers per average
trip, is less than one half are indicated by a plus sign. Figures used above,
with few exceptions, have been rounded off to the nearest whole numbers.

Virginia Division of Forestry

Waverly, Virginia

--000---

THE BACK BAY TRIP OF 1955

By C. C. Steir1y

The annual winter field trip of the 1S0 was held at Back B~ and the

Virginia Beach vicinity on December 10 and 11, 1955. A number of the
participants started the trip the night before by the roaring fireplace in the
inn.

Some seventy members and guests assembled at Sandbridge on the cold

morning of December 10 and by truck travelled down the beach to Back B~

National Wildlife Refuge. Along the route the ocean offered its usual sights
of American Scoters, Common Loons, Gannets, Great Black-backed Gulls and so forth,



Pae:e 2 TltE RAVEN March-A

and the small flocks of Sanderlings rUnning along at the water's edge completed

the typical seaside picture. At leas~ two truck loads of people had an ex-

cellent view of a Pigeon Hawk perched 'on a stake among the dunes within easy

binocular range, the bird remaining long enough for careful checking and the

noting of field marks in the bird guides.

At the refuge headquarters the large group soon dispersed into smaller

parties, some going by boat on the bay and some down into the marshes, while

others roamed over the sand dunes. Unfortunately, the Snow Geese were not

readily visible en masse; however, scattered small flocks were observed by

everyone, there being many persons for whom this species was a life list item.

Widgeon, Canvasbacks and Red-heads at times covered the sky and gave everyone

the thrill that always goes with the sight of great masses of waterfowl. Among

the rather large number of Whistling Swans some were fortunate enough to see a

specimen of the Black Swan; this bird had no doubt escaped from a private

collection, since the Black Swan comes from Australia (this or another one has

also been seen at Chincoteague Refuge). Several Bald Eagles and Harsh Hawks

added variety to the ever changing scene. For once the great flocks of Coot

were not observed, nor were any of the Herons much in evidence.

Along the beach a most cooperative Qystercatcher was approached

quite closely by most of the group. There is no telling how many pictures

were taken of this stately and attractive bird. A dead Red-throated Loon and

a dead Horned Grebe gave a number of persons a chance to observe important

recognition points of these two offshore species, although it amazes the writer

the way some ornithologists can instantly name a small dark object bobbing

up and down on the water at a great distance, yet when handed a dead specimen
it takes a number of minutes for them to make up their minds as to its identity.

A small flock of Green-winged Teal was observed offshore associated

with a number of American Scoters. Several Royal Terns and Gannets offshore

gave beginners an opportunity to study flight patterns.

After an excellent meal at Princess Anne the group dwindled down to

manageable size and spent the afternoon at Stumpy Lake where a number of species
were added to the list. Most of these were waterfowl and birds of the shrubs

and thickets.

The evening at Virginia Beach was devoted to the usual fellowship

where the conversation was quite birdy and the events of the day were recounted.

On the morning of December 11 a group of 17 visited Seashore State

Park and enjoyed a four-mile walk along woodland trails in the vicinity of
cypress lagoons where the spanish moss (Tillandsia usenoides) at its most

northward range hangs in ~reat festoons. Here botany was combined with
ornithology as this area (an isolated bit of deep southern flora) is of great

interest to botanists. Red bay, wild olive, and other plants of the deep south
are to be found here among the live oaks and cypresses. The birds in this

area were mostly small wintering and resident passerines typical of the shrub
and woodland habitat. A bit of open water contained the usual Pied-billed
Grebes and Great Blue Herons.

This was the first VSO trip on which the new trip fee collection was

employed. Each participant was assessed 25~ as a trip fee. The money thus

collected will be used to defray the cost of publishing the trip announcements

and the cost of the hot coffee that was served at the refuge headquarters. All
agreed this was a good idea, and all agreed that this had been an excellent trip
owing to the painstaking planning and attention of Jack Perkins.

-- Waverly, Virginia

-- -----
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UNUSUALVIRGINIAREOORDS

Anhinga, John R. Withrow, of Lynchburg, reports that he and Dr. Sam
Guss and other Lynchburg observers saw a single Anhinga at Lake Drummondin the
Dismal Swampon Easter of 1952 (April 13) and 1953 (April 5). Dr. Guss is well
acquainted with the species.

Wood Ibis. There are two recent unreported records for the State,
both in July, 1955. Ruskin S. Freer says that Mrs. Myriam P. Moore of
Lynchburg saw two at her summer place on Purgatory Creek in Botetourt County
in early July, 1955. She watched them at a distance of twenty feet \.r.i.thglasses.
A neighbour later found one of them dead, but did not keep any part of the
body. Dr. Henry S. Mosby states that Dr. R.V. Dietrich of the V.P.I. Geology
Department saw one on July 8, 1955, around a farm pond, about three miles north
of l-leadowview, llashington County. There had been a heavy wini storm about a
week prior to this date. Dr. Dietrich actually had the bird in his hand. It
was an immature, with the down feathers not completely shed on the head. The
bird was slightly injured and died a few days later, according to the lady on
whose farm it occurred. Dr. Mosby has also furnished a somewhat indefinite
report of a Wood Ibis seen near Hog Island Refuge in September, 1955.

Iceland Gull. J. Kenneth Wright, who is based at Portland, Maine,
with the Coast Guard, reports an Iceland Gull seen off Cape Charles. To quote
his letter: "On January 26, 1956, we were operating 60 miles east of Cape
Charles. I was on watch and equipped with 7x50 B. and L. glasses when an
Iceland Gull passed the bridge and joined the Herring Gulls that were following
the ship. It was almost pure white: a few light-brown markings on the breast
and mantle were all that remained of the first-year plumage. It was near the
size of the Herring Gulls, only slightly smaller, but the wings appeared long
and thin. About 300 Herring Gulls circled around the ship that morning (we
were refueling with a navy tanker); three Bonaparte Is Gulls and two Great
Black-backs were the only other species I saw. Even at 60 miles out Herring
Gulls were always regular, but never as numerous as they were that day.
Gannets were common, and some days 30 or 4D would be in sight at once."

Pine Grosbeak. Mrs. Norman C. Scott reported a male and three fe-
male Pine GrOSbeaks in her yard at Clifton Forge, January 3, 1956. Her yard
joins a wooded ravine. She checked the field marks carefully with a color
plate, eliminating other red finches, such as Purple Finch, Red and White-
winged Crossbills.

~ Sparrow, Ruskin S. Freer states that !Virs. John Capron of
Locust Hill, an old plantation home beyond the Peakland section of Lynchburg,
saw a Lark Sparrow at one of her feeding areas at Locust Hill on December 6,
1955. It stayed about two weeks, feeding with \'fuite-throated Sparrows, and
was seen by ~.Lr. and Nrs. Freer during this time.

--- - --- -- -- - -
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1955 RED-HEADEDWOODPECKERREPORTS

There have been only a few responses to the request for reports of
Red-headed Woodpeckers seen in 1955.

C.C. Steirly reports as follows: Bryant Pond, near ;!averly, Sussex
County: January 16, 2; February 5, 1; February 27, 3; March 26, 2; April 2,
2; April 9, 2; April 23, 2; M~ 29, 1; June 16, 2; September 11, 2 adults,
2 immatures; all being adults except the. last; Gray's Creek, Surry County:
1 on March 7 and 21; Shingleton, near Waverly, Sussex County: 1 on May 8.

F.R~ Scott saw none at Richmond, although they had been almost
commonin the previous winter and spring.

In the Alexandria area J.M. Abbott reported single individuals on
7 September .and October dates.

Barnett Disney reports that he has observed the birds around his
Richmond home for the past several years, usually only one bird at a time,
but two or three adults and two or three young in the spring of 1955. The
young birds came to his feeders.

J.F. Kundt of Lawrenceville lists one at Fitzhugh, near Meherrin
River on February 4; one at Lawrenceville on February 2 and 3; and 2 at
Lawrenceville on April 2 and 3.

. lvIaxCarpenter saw one near Centerville on May 4, and one on top of
Shenandoah Mountain, near Reddish Knob, on October 16. He says, "I am always
surprised when I see a Red-head, as they are uncommonup here."

J.J. Murray did not see one in Rockbridge County during the year.
However, Joshua Womeldorf saw one on September 15, and R.P. Carroll saw one
on the Christmas Count on December 26.

--000---

BALD EAGLE SURVEY

The Audubon Society of the District of Columbia has recently
established a Bald Eagle Survey Committee. The objective of this Committee
is to collect data on the eagle population in the Middle Atlantic region
(roughly, that area bounded by the Hudson River, the Appalachian Mountains and
the Virginia-North Carolina boundary).

. The initial goal ",rill be the location of all eagle nests, Golden
Eagles as well as Bald, in the area, and to make annual observations of each
nest in order to determine the number of young raised each year. Up until
recently the Bald Eagle has been considered a common bird in the Chesapeake Bay
country and along the lower reaches of the rivers in the region described
above. Apparently it is on the decline although we have little exact informa-
tion as to how great is the decline in our area.

--- - -
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The data desired in this survey includes: for each nest, the date,

state, county, exact location, general description of the nest site, year nest

first known to have been used, years used and not used, number of eggs and of

young successfully raised each year.

Members of the VSO who live in the nesting areas or who can visit
them will be glad to cooperate in this survey. Data should be sent to

J.M. Abbott, 814 13th Street, New Alexandria, Virginia. Final reports should

go in by July 1 of each year.

---000---

CONSERVATION NOTES

~ !!-. Parramore Island. From Virginia TiJildlifeFederation
News-Recorg (Bayside, Virginia, Bill Newsome, Editor). "The Navy is back
again, gunning for Parramore Island. Unless we can throw a lot of weight around

they are going to get it too.

We can understand why they want Parramore Island. It is the best one

left anywhere, for the low level jet bombing range, or for anything else.
vie wonder why a.second rate island \',QuIdnot do just as well."

-----------

(The remaining quotes are from Conservation News,
organ of the National Wildlife Federation)

1956-57 Federal ~ Stamp Design. "A black and ~mite watercolor
featuring a pair of American Mergansers flying low over fog-bound water has

been chosen as the design for the 1956-57 migratory bird hunting stamp.

Edward J. Bierly, Arlington, Virginia, is the artist who drew the winning

design for the seventh annual 'duck stamp' competition sponsored by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. This will be the 23rd stamp to be issued in the

Federal duck stamp series. Mr. Bierly was runner-up in last year's contest."
(December 1, 1955)

Eight Young Whooping Cranes lli Survival Fight. "The vVhooping Cranes
have won another round in their battle for survival. Twenty adults with eight
of their young have winged proudly into the Aransas refuge and vicinity, safe
from their perilous journey across the face of two nations. And those eight
young birds, the hope of the race, make up the largest crop of youngsters since
the Aransas refuge was established on the Gulf of ~lexico nearly 20 years ago.
Officials of the Fish and vlildlife Service which with Canada's Wildlife Service
has a stewardship over the whooping cranes, are hopeful that the long, long
lane is turning ... There were 21 birds at Aransas when the final winter
count was made last January. Twenty adults have returned and it may be assumed
that these are 20 of the group which have wintered there for so many years ...
Since the birds make their flights in small groups it is entirely possible that
the missing bird may still arrive." (December 1, 1955)

- - ---
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WillOil and Wildlife Mix? "A recent proclamation by Secretary of
the Interior, Douglas l>1cK~, amended the code of federal regulations to lay
down new rules for oil and gas leasing and exploration on the National Wildlife
Refuges. A Department of Interior release described this as fa move to
strengthen protection of wildlife refuges for wildlife purposes'. While the
order purports to set up adequate safeguards, it does in effect invite .
application for oil development on wildlife refuges. With the most honest
interest can the Fish and Wildlife Service resist the pressure of politicians
and the oil interests with this turn of events in refuge management? The
Fish and Uildlife Service in recent discussion with them gave assurance that
they could.

The new poliqy, which was signed by Secretary McK~ December 2,
provides certain safeguards only for the few refuges which may be designated
as 'indispensable for the preservation of rare or endangered species, remnant
big-game herds am irreplaceable examples of unique animal or plant ecology'.
Okefenokee Swampin Georgia, much of which is a Federal refuge, appears safe
from the oil drillers under this provision. So does Aransas refuge on the
Texas coast, winter home of the rare whooping crane.

In addition to Okefenokee and Aransas, McK~ listed only these eight
other examples of such protected areas: Wichita Mountains in Oklahoma; Red
Rocks Lakes, Montana; Patuxent Research Refuge, Maryland; National Bison Range,
Montana; National Elk Range, 1:'lyoming;Fort Niobraro Refuge) Nebraska; Sullys
Hill Game Preserve, North Dakota; am certain of the Aleutians and Hawaiian
Island groups. Beyond these special exceptions and others not so definite
because they are open to interpretation, and once its legal verbiage is
cleared away, the McKayruling appears to open the refuges to oil and gas
exploration and drilling.

The National Wildlife Refuge~ some 260 different areas in 45 states,
Alaska and Hawaii, totaling about 18 million acres, have been established over
a long period of years in a variety of w~s. They are the meager fruits of
victory of a long series of bitter battles by the conservationists ...

If America is so poverty stricken that these scattered, small wildlife
lands must be ravaged for the private profit of a few, then we are in pretty
bad shape." (December 15, 1955)

Scouts Get ~50tOOO!2!: Conservation. "The National Council of the
Boy Scouts of America has received a grant of $50,000 from the Rockefeller
Foundation toward support of a five-year program in conservation education,
according to a recent announcement by Dr. Arthur A. Schuck, chief scout
executive. The funds are to be ~sed to provide the full-time services of a
conservation expert who will give leadership to a newly-expanded program.
Ted 5. Pettit, who headed the 1954 National Conservation Good Turn, has been
named to direct the new program." (January 15, 1956)

lli!!t Booklet, "Qy£ Endanp:ered Wildlife". "The National Wildlife
Federation has available a new illustrated booklet entitled "Our Endangered
Wildlife" which will be distributed in connection with 1956 National Wildlife
Week, March 18-24. Separate chapters are written by leading biologists dealing
with factors that threaten fourteen species: Grizzly bear, whooping crane,
sea otter, lake sturgeon, Key deer, trumpeter swan, Everglade kite, Eskimo
curlew, grayling, ivory,..billed woodpecker, la!te trout, California condor,

---
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Attwater1s prairie chicken and bighorn sheep. Extra copies are available at
151:each." (February 1, 1956) (This booklet can be secured from the National
Wildlife Federation, Washington, D.C.)

National Park Service Launches "Mission 66". "In 1966 the National

Park Service "will observe its golden anniversary. Inthe same year it hopes to

complete a ten-year program of rehabilitation and improvement and to be ready
to handle 80 million visitors annually at the 181 areas under its jurisdiction.

More than fifty million visitors - recreationists, campers, anglers,

bird-watchers, scientists, and just plain .sightseers - visited the National

Parks and Monuments last year. That was two million over the 1954 count and

exceeded by some 28 million the number ten years ago.." (March 1, 1956)
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'mE 1956 VSO ANNUALMEETING

By Robert J. Watson, Secretary

President Jack Perkins opened the 1956 annualmeeting of the
Virginia Society of Ornithology at 10:00 A.M. on April 27, 1956, in the
Laboratory Theater of Roanoke College, in Salem, Virginia. The meeting began
,'lith a business session lasting until 11:30. The first item on the agenda
was a report from }1r. C.C. Steir1y, the treasurer, showing a balance on hand

of $657.89 on April 22, 1956; this included $75.10 in the Trip Fund, but did
not include the Publications Fund, which amounted to $253.70. The president
then appointed 14r.Arthur Fast and Mr. Raymond Stevens to constitutea
committeeto audit the treasurer'saccounts. He also appointed a resolutions
committee consisting of 1'.Ir.James Eike, chairman, Niss EvelYn Watkins, and
~~. Frederic Scott.

The president informed the members of the defeat of the bill to
protect hawks and owls, which was presented before the last session of the
state legislature. Defeat of the bill resulted from a tie vote in the Senate

Committee on Fish and Game. A short discussion of this subject showed

general agreement that there is need for an educational campaign concerning

the value of birds of prey, in preparation for another at tempt to have this
bill passed.

Brief reports on two local chapters - Northern Virginia and RiChmond
were presented by Mr. Eike and ~~. Scott, respectively. Mr. Perkins com-
mented that the time has come to have some news of the chapters published in
The fiill!!. Nr. Steirly summarized plans for the 1956 foray, which will be
held at Sky1and on June 14-16. Several other sites were suggested by members
as possibilities for next year's foray. Mr. Watson calledattentionto a
scrapbook of clippings, pictures, and other items concerning VSO activities,
which the Executive Committee has recently authorized him to establish and
maintain. Mr. Perkins reported that a new typewriter has been purchased for
use in publishing The Raven; this step was necessary because the old type-
writer had worn ou~

~~. Steirly reported a total membershipof 311, of whom 278 are
located in Virginia. Dues in the Virginia lJildlifeFederation will be based
on the latter figure. About 50 former members have been dropped for non-
payment of dues. ~~. Perkins called attention to the need for increasil~
membership, with special attention to high school and college teachers and
students. Mrs. C.L. Burgess, of Lynchburg, reported that she is attempting to
publicizethe VSO among the Virginia Federationof Garden Clubs. ~~. A.L. Dean,
of Blacksburg, explained his efforts along this line with Virginia 4-H club
members. It was agreed that some extra copiesof The Raven would be printed
for distribution by Mrs. Burgess and Mr. Dean. ---

~~. Perkins reported that the Executive Committee had recently ap-

proved the raising of dues to ~2.00 for active members and $3.00 for sustaining.
This step was necessary because previous dues were not adequate to provide for

extraordinary expenses, such as the recent purchase of a type~~iter. Members

expressedgeneral approvalof this, but final action was postponed, because
of the small attendance at the morning session.

-- -- - - -
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Mrs. Burgess reported that Lynchburg College plans to tear down the
old science building, in which the VSO was founded in 1929, and replace it
with a new structure. She suggested that the VSO place some sort of memorial
in the new building in honor of Dr. Ruskin S. Freer, who furldshed the
principal impetus in the establishment of the Society. Dr. Murray suggested
that the Society donate a memorial plaque recording the fact that the VSO
was established on that spot, under Dr. Freer's leadership; this plaque would
be placed in the new building, along with the present plaque placed in the
old building by the Society in 1954. General agreement was expressed with
this suggestion. President Perkins will appoint a committee to make plans
for this event.

The president called attention to a threat to Seashore State Park,
which has been closed since it became the subject of litigation involving
the question of segregation. The danger is that the park may be sold by the
state to private interests for wholesale commercial development. He reported
that the Izaak Walton League of Norfolk has offered to purchase it for a
sanctuary, and suggested that members write their state representatives urging
that the portion of greatest natural interest (the area thus far undeveloped)
be preserved in some w~.

The afternoon session, devoted to the reading of papers, began at
1:00 P.M. Dr. Perry Kendig, Dean of Roanoke College, extended greetings on
behalf of the president of the college, Dr. H. Sherman Oberly. Vir. Ray J.
Beasley presented the first paper, entitled "Photographing Birds". He
described his method of bird photography, and then illustrated his remarks
with a number of his excellent colored slides.

Mr. Arthur H. Fast, who recently made a trip to St. Croix, in the
Virgin Islands, spoke on winter birds of this area. Despite the small size
of this isle (about 84 square miles), he saw 51 species in a short st~.
Herons, egrets, doves, and hummingbirds were of greatest interest, along
with a number of wintering warblers from North America. Dr. J.J. Hurray read
a short tribute to Mr. W. Edwin Vdller, former treasurer of the Society, who
died on August 10, 1955. This will be published in Ih! ~.

Mr. C.C. Steirly, in a paper entitled "Studies in Bird Populations",
urged members to undertake serious study projects. He suggested a winter
bird population study as an excellent project to begin with, and described
the study of this type which he has been making in the Haverly area, near
his home. A breeding bird census, he felt, would be another excellent idea.
He mentioned several types of habitat in Virginia where such studies are
particularly needed. f.1r. Perkins, in commenting on this paper, pointed out
that such activities would be excellent projects for a local chapter.

Mrs. James i'l. Hiltshire1s paper, "Experiences with Birds", was a
description of bird life on some of the coastal ialands of Peru, \~ich she
recently visited. These islands are the source of guano, which is produced
mainly by the White-breasted Cormorant. She showed colored slides which
gave a vivid picture of the almost incredibly large population of cormorants
on these islands.

- - - -- -- - -- - -
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Dr. l'iurray drew on the Bible for the title of his talk entitled
"The Time of the Singing of Birds". This was a general discussion of bird
song, describing the method by which songs are produced, their biological
significance, and the relation of bird music to outside forces such as
weather and seasons. The speaker devoted special attention to certain aspects
of bird song, such as "whisper songs", singing at night, and singing while on
the nest. In reply to a suggestion from the floor that this paper merited
publication, Dr. Murr~ pointed out that it was scheduled for publication in
Virginia Wildlife.

"Changes in Back Bay Habitat", by Mr. Perkins, was a description of
the Back Bay Wildlife Refuge and the changes it has undergone since its
establishment. The refuge covers some 9,000 acres, of which half is open
water. Its main purpose is to provide a sanctuary for waterfowl, which may
number as many as 250,000 during the height of the season. Mr. Perkins
described efforts which have been made to improve the area for \or.ildfowl by
increasing the growth of aquatic vegetation, and pointed to increased popula-
tions of certain species, such as the Snow Goose and the Whistling Swan,
which may be attributed partially (though not entirely) to these improvements.

The meeting recessed at 3:00 P.M. to give members a chance to
attend a tea given by Dr. and I-frs. Oberly at "Rose Lawn", their beautiful home
on the college campus. Follo"dng this pleasant interlude, the session re-
convened, with 1-'1r.C.ll. Lewis, of Salem, showing some of his slides. Next,
the meeting broke up into three discussion groups, each led by a different
member. ~Irs. Luther Hachen led the session on "How to Begin Studying Birds";
Dr. Murray and Mr. Scott, that on "Some Field Problems in Virginia"; and
R.J. \'latson, that on "How to Keep Notes and Records".

The annual banquet took place in the Commons Room of the college.
In a short business session, the question of raising dues was submitted for
final action. The Society voted to increase dues to $2.00 for active and
$3.00 for sustaining members, effective next year. No change was made in
dues for other classes of memberships. Mr. English, chairman of the committee
on local arrangements, then described field trip plans for the next day, and
introduced members of his committee who had assisted in planning the Ineeting.

At the evening session, Max Carpenter, of Dayton, presented a movie
entitled "Wings Over the Salt Marshes", distributed by the Virginia Commission
on Game and Inland Fisheries. The featured speaker was Er. Philip A. Dill'font
of the U.S. Fish and vlildlife Service, ~lashington, D.C. He described his
recent trip to the island of Hidw~, in the Pacific, to study the large
albatross population which constitutes a potential threat to airplanes using
this island. His talk was profusely illustrated with photographs of the
island and of the albatross colonies.

The field trip got underway at 7:00 A.M. on Saturday, April 28.
Under the leadership of Mr. English and Mr. Lewis, members travelled by car
to Mason's Knob, which was thoroughly explored for bird life. The trip
terminated at "Yearly Haven", a resort near Bennett Springs, where lunch was
served.

- ---------
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In the business meeting following the lunch, President Perkins

again commented on the danger to Seashore State Park. He stated that if

there were no objection, he would direct the secretary to write a letter to
the State Park Service, urging the latter to preserve the undeveloped part

of this park for its botanical interest. No objections were offered.

Dr. Murray suggested that the letter should recommend that the park be held
by the state if possible, but that, if sale becomes necessary, it should be

sold to a group such as the Izaak Walton League.

For the resolutions committee, Mr. Eike presented a resolution

tendering thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Oberly, Dr. and Mrs. Kendig, Mr. and l1rs.

English, and all the members of the local committee who had assisted in

preparing the meeting. This was approved by acclamation. Mr. Fast reported

that the auditing committee had found the treasurer's accounts in order.

On his motion, the treasurer's report was approved.

Miss Gertrude Prior, chairman of the nominating committee (which
had been appointed by the president in October, 1955), presented the
following nominees for office for 1956-57: President, Jack Perkins, Back Bay;
vice-president, W.F. Rountrey, Norfolk; secretary, R.J. Watson, Arlington;
treasurer, C.C. Steirly,Waverly;1959 Class on the ExecutiveCommittee,
Miss Evelyn 1'latkins(Harrisonburg), Mr. Leigh Hawkins (Roanoke), and
Mr. Frederic R. Scott (Richmond). All these officers were elected.

Mr. Watson reported that, at the direction of the Executive

Committee, he had written all the Virginia congressmen and senators con-

cerning the desire of the Navy to take over Parramore Island, on the Eastern

Shore, as a bombing range, and that he had received a reply that the House
Armed Services Committee had directed the Navy to seek another site for
this purpose.

The meeting adjourned at 1:45 P.M.

912 N. Wayne Street
Arlington, Virginia

--000---

VSO ANNUAL MEETINGFIELD TRIP, 1956

By Leigh Hawkins

On Saturday, April 28, from 7:30 until 11:30 a.m., 43 members

attending the annual meeting of the VSO participated in the field trip.
The day was clear and warm.

It was an impressive gathering, and the weather could not have been

better. Weeks of winter-like temperatures had held the season back, but on
this d~ spring'got properly dressed for April-close-to-May;and birds were
suddenly everywhere!

-- - ---
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A totalof 98 species were positively identified.

The chief area of our count was the north slope of Mason's Knob, from
the waters of Back Creek to the crest of this 3200-foot segment of the Blue
Ridge, located to the south of Salem, on the Roanoke County-Franklin County
line.

A dawn party of early risers had already scored the birds at Hollins
Pond (35), which is located to the northeast of the county near the Roanoke-
Botetourt line.

It was blossomtime for redbud, apple, and dogwood. Tame azalea
blazed from lawn and garden, and multicolored tulips were in nower.

The flowing sound of the vernal morning was in delightful symphony.
The aria of the 'WOodthrush came with flute-like clarity. \Jhite-throated
Sparrows, looking north, murmured pensive little ditties. Happy shivers
of wren music swelled in from the orchard. A Yellow-breasted Chat added
dash and ardor to its yit-yit-yit. From the craggy 'WOodland, Ovenbirds
chanted to the liquid cadences of mountain water.

There was color-on-wings! And for that kind of natural art, there
is nothing to equal the palette of North American WoodWarblers; and this
was a warbler-rewarded day: Black and v.ihite, Worm-eating, Nashville, Parula,
Yellow, Cape M~, Black-throated Blue, Myrtle, Black-throated Green,
Cerulean, Chestnut-sided, Pine, Prairie, Ovenbird, Louisiana Water-thrush,
Yellow-throat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Hooded, Redstart.

The other identifications were: Green Heron, Blue-winged Teal,
\'lood Duck, Turkey Vulture, Black Vulture, Cooper's Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk,
Broad-winged Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Ruffed Grouse, Bob-white, Killdeer,
Wilson's Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper,- Solitary Sandpiper, Lesser Yellow-legs,
Mourning Dove, Whip-peop-wil1, Chimney Swift, Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher,
Flicker, Pileated Hoodpecker, Hairy Hoodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Eastern
Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe, Horned Lark, Rough-winged Swallow,
Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted 'ritmouse, Red-
breasted Nuthatch, vfuite-breasted Nuthatch, House'Wren, Bewick's Wren,
Carolina Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin, \'iood Thrush,
Hermit Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Bluebird, B1ue-
gray Gnatcatcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike,
Starling, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, English
Sparrow, Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole,
Rusty Blackbird, Purple Grackle, Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, Summer Tanager,
Cardinal, Indigo Bunting, Evening Grosbeak, Purple Finch, Goldfinch, Red-
eyed Towhee, Vesper Sparrow, Slate-colored Junco, Chipping Sparrow, Field
Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Song Sparrow.

-- Roanoke, Virginia

--000--
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W. EDWINMILLER: GOODFRIEND

By J.J. Murray

The Virginia Society of Ornithology has never had a more devoted
member than it had in W. Edwin l-tlller, who died at his home in Richmond on
August 10, 1955.

Mr. Miller grew up in Richmond, receiving his education at the old
Richmond High School, fore-runner of the present John Marshall High School.
He was also a graduate of the American Institute of Banking.

In 1905 he entered the employment of the old Planters National Bank
of Richmond as a 'runner'. Thirteen years later in 1918 he became an
assistant cashier, continuing in that position when Planters and the State
and City Bank and Trust Company were consolidated as the State-Planters Bank
and Trust Company. In 1947 he was elected assistant Vice-President, re-
tiring with that status on October 1, 1952.

He was active in banking circles, as educational adviser of the
Richmond branch of the American Institute of Banking, as secretary of
Group 2 and chairman of the Clearing House Committee of the Virginia Bankers
Association, and as a member of the Richmond and State Chambers of Commerce.
His masonic career included membership in Strict Observance Lodge No. 207;
Dalcho Consistory; and Lafayette Royal Arch Chapter No. 43.

. In his religious life he was simple, sincere and consecrated.
For 57 years he was a member of Laurel Street Methodist Church, and for 40
years Chairman of the Board of Stewards. He wrote the centennial history of
the church, which was published in 1949.

Ed Miller was a member of the VSO for ten years. He served as
Treasurer from his election in 1947 at the Charlottesville meeting to 1954.
He and Mrs. Miller attended the meetings regularly, going on the field trips
even when walking became very difficult for them. Everyone who met him at
these meetings was impressed by his unfeigned geniality and his loyalty to
the group.

He always had a particular enthusiasm for the Cardinal. His letters
were nearly always adorned with a small colored picture of his friend; and
he had great success in attracting these birds to his yard. His happiness
knew no bounds when the Cardinal was adopted by the General Assembly as the
State bird of Virginia.

Surviving him are his wife, ~~s. Essie D. ~filler; a daughter,
Mrs. Marion Stuart Peyronette; and a son, W. Edwin Miller, Jr., all of
Richmond; two grandchildren; and a brother, Lee O. Miller, of Norfolk.
The funeral service was held at Laurel Street Methodist Church on August 12,
with burial in Riverview Cemetery.

-- Lexington, Virginia

- - - - - -- ----- --- ---
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RECENTCHANGESAT THE BACK BAY NATIONAL \'iILDLIFE REFUGE

By Jack E. Perkins

For those of you who have not had an opportunity to visit the
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge on one of the regularly scheduled V.S.O.
winter field trips, I would like to explain that it is located along the
coast in the extreme southeast corner of the state. The refuge was
established in 1938 by the Fish and \iildlife Service and consists of some
9,000 acres, about half of which are open water, the remainder being fresh
and brackish marsh, sand dunes, a small amount of woodland and about 50 acres
of cultivated fields. There are no roads leading to the refuge, access
being only by water or six miles of beach driving.

The primary purpose of the refuge is to provide a safe resting and
feeding area for transient and wintering waterfowl, though all ~dldlife is
protected. Because of the variety of habitats the refuge is an excellent
place for the observation of birds. During the peak of the waterfowl season,
in the middle of winter, as many as 250,000 ducks, geese and swans may be
observed on the marshes and waters of the refuge. In the late summer, and
to a lesser degree in spring, a great variety of shorebirds can be seen along
the beach and in the marshes. The trip down the beach to the refuge is
rewarding in the numbers of oceanic birds, gulls, terns, sea ducks, loons,
grebes, etc. that may be seen. The woods and fields play hosts to large
numbers of the smaller song birds.

A number of changes have taken place both in the habitat and in
bird populations since I first talked to this group about the refuge. Even
before the refuge was established certain actions had been taken which would
result in vast habitat changes. In 1918 the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal
connecting Chesapeake Bay and Currituck Sound was widened and the locks
removed. This resulted in large amounts of polluted saline water to enter
Currituck Sound and thence into Back Bay with disastrous results to the
aquatic plants therein. In 1932 the locks were replaced. Followir~ the
hurricanes of 1933, when large amounts of ocean water washed across the beach
into the bay, work was started by W.P.A. to build a series of sand dune, or
sand fence, along the beach to prevent salt water from entering the bay.
This job was brought to completion by C.C.C. between 1938 and 1941 and since
that time the maintenance of this sand fence has been the responsibility of
the refuge staff. The results of the building of the sand fence and the
replacement of the locks in the A & C Canal have only become very apparent
within the past few years. Aquatic food plants have gradually increased as
the bay waters have freshened and cleared until now boat travel is almost
impossible without specially equipped boats. With the increase in food there
has been a corresponding increase in the number of waterfowl, particularly
such birds as the whistling swans, Canada geese, the diving ducks and widgeon.

A large area of the refuge between the dunes and the b~ was left
as a barren, saline flat by the hurricanes of 1933 and 1936. The Wash Flats
were an area where we sought snow buntings and horned larks and some shore
birds on early V.S.O. trips. A series of low dikes were constructed allover
these flats resulting in the conversion of the area to one of a series of
shallow pools which have revegetated and become suitable habitat for many
shorebirds as well as ducks, geese and swans.

------- - ---
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Unfortunately, all changes have not been for the better. Through
the natural process of plant succession, given impetus by a series of dry
summers, the beach marshes are very rapidly changing into brush land. This
is beneficial to the song birds but not to the waterfowl, our primary concern,
so we are at present engaged in a program of burning and disking, in an
effort to reverse this process and convert it back to marsh suitable for
geese and ducks.

Some of the changes in bird populations have been spectacular.
The greater snow goose, which only a few years ago was reduced to a total
population along the Atlantic Coast of about 5,000 birds, has now, b.Y the
latest figures increased to about 60,000. The whistling swan, \ofhich year
after year maintained a population of about 4,000 in the Back aay area, last
year increased by 50%. other waterfowl species also showed substantial
increases. The large increase in waterfowl last season was primarily the
result of favorable conditions in the breeding grounds, but it was fortunate
that food conditions in Back Bay were improved so there was ample food to
take care of the increased numbers of waterfowl,

The great black-backed gull, which only a few years ago was con-
sidered a rare winter visitor this far south, is now a commonwinter resident
and in fact can be found in small numbers all through the year. As many as
100 can be found in one flock on the refuge during the winter. In fact they
are, with the herring gulls, becoming something of a problem by preying on
coots during the winter.

When I first came to the refuge I saw V.S.O. members chasing all
over the Wash Flats to see a single snow bunting in a flock of horned larks,
In the past few years it has not been unusual to find these same birds in
flocks of 50 or more,

A small breeding colony of great blue herons and American egrets
was found last year on the refuge. It is hoped that this colony will
continue and expand. It is thought there is also a breeding colony of night
herons on the refuge but as yet the nests have not been found.

In the past few years a number of birds have been added to the
refuge list or observed much more frequently than formerly, Glaucous and
Iceland gulls are observed almost each spring. The buff-breasted sandpiper,
the purple sandpiper, the avocet and the woodcock are shorebirds seen during
the past few years for the first time. The roseate tern, kittiwake, puffin,
dovekie and razor-billed auk are sea birds which have, within the past few
years, been added to the refuge list. The wood ibis and glossy ibis have
been observed recently and seem to be extending their range into the area,
Other birds, like the Florida gallinule, appear to be much more abundant in
the area than they were thought to be. More work, I am sure, will show the
presence of many of the migrant warblers and other song birds. Incidently,
a refuge bird list is now in the process of preparation and ,'lill soon be
available to anyone interested. Already there are available bird lists on
most of the lIJational Wildlife Refuges in the country.

------- ------
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Some specific records for the Refuge are as follows:

Brown Pel.ican: July 17, 1955; May 12, 1956.
Cattle Egret: April 29, 1956, Romie Waterfield.

Glossy Ibis: April 15, 1956, Green Branch, near Sand bridge,
Nrs. J.iaurinePertins; May 7, 1956, 10 flying over Refuge headquarters, Romie
Waterfield.

Wood Ibis: 4 at Green Branch, near the Refuge, July 8, 1955,

where 14 had been reported.

Black Rail: 4 flushed on May 9, 1956, Waterfield.

Florida Gallinule: present in small numbers, swmner of 1955.

Long-billed Curlew: April 30, 1956, Perkins.
Iceland Gull: April 13, 1956, Waterfield.

Glaucous Gull: Either one bird seen several times, or several birds,

second year plumage, almost completely white; dates: April 20 and 26,
May 1 and 7, all in 1956.

Route 1, Box S-24
Princess Anne, Virginia

--000---

A NOTEON1'HEFOODHABITSOFTHE
BROWN-HEADEDNUTHATCH

By C.C. Steirly

On February 22 while observing ducks on the edge of a marsh in
northeast Surry County, my attention was drawn to several bro...m-headed

nuthatches in the pines above my hiding place. When I observed that they

were working around the cones of the pine trees I devoted m~r full attention
to them and proceeded to unshoulder my pack ana eat lunch there in that
typical brown-headed nuthatch habitat.

The pines were of course loblolly pines (Pinus taeda), rather

scattered or some...matopen-grown, being on the edge of the giant cord grass
marsh. Such places seem to be the most logical spots in which to look for

brown heads. Owing to the scattered nature of the rather short bodied
pines, each of the trees had well developed crowns and as a result each was

fairly heavily laden with cones.

Close observation revealed that the nuthatches were extracting

the remaining seed from the cones. Normally most of the seed of the lob-

lolly pine falls from the cones during the period from mid-October to late

December. One particular bird was followed with care as it kept fl.ying from
a pine tree top to an old pine stub about fifteen feet in height. This stub

had been broken off squarely so that it formed a flat topped perch. Here

the nuthatch would bring its pine seeds and tap on them several times, usually

about three times with straight downward thrusts of its billt It could then
be seen to eat the seed itself dropping bits of the seed coat or integument

- - - - -
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over the side. Upon completing its work on one seed, it would fly back to

a pine and probe around the cones until it found another seed and repeated

the process on the flat-topped pine stub.

Seeds of the southern pines are listed as items of its diet along

\v.ithvarious pine woods insects in the literature; however, no reference

could be found wherein this preparation of the seed for eating was mentioned.

Normal loblolly pine seeds are about five millimeters in length. The seed

coat is rather thin with a few rough ridges. Two seeds are generally to be
found under each scale of the cones.

The bro\'D-headed nuthatch is seldom found in any habitat other

than the loblolly pine forest, having a decided preference for the mure open
stands.

Virginia Division of Forestry

Waverly, Virginia

--000-

GLOSSY IBIS IN FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA

By Jackson M. Abbott

At 7:00 a.m. on the clear, sunny morning of 30 April, 1956, I

was standing in the open by the edge of a woods about 3~ miles south of
Alexandria on the Hount Vernon Boulevard. This site is called Woodland

Valley and it is less than 100 yards from the shore of the Potomac River,

about ! mile north of Fort Hunt. A few migrating warblers were present and
as I stood scanning the tree tops a fairly large all-dark bird flew into

view about 100 feet above the trees. It was flying north along the shore of
the river. Its steady, flap-sail flight with shallow wing strokes and its
long, outstretched neck dismissed my first thought that it was a crow.

The bird came on and passed directly overhead, affording me a superb view of

its long down-curved bill and glossy purple plumage readily apparent in the
sunlight. I now realized I was watching an Eastern Glossy Ibis (Plegadis

falcinellus). I watched the bird as it flew out of sight, heading tow~rds

the extensive marsh at Dyke. The bird was flying over Virginia soil, not

over Maryland water.

I spent half the day trying to relocate the bird at Dyke and in

the Hunting Creek marsh with no success.

According to itACheck-List of the Birds of Virginia" and supplements

thereto, there are two other recent sight records for Virginia: one bird seen
by E.O. Mellinger on 8 May, 1953, and 5 seen by John Terbourg on 11 June, 1953,

both at Chincoteague.

814 13th Street
New Alexandria, Virginia

- --- - - - - -~ -
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EASTERNGLOSSYmIS IN SURRYCOUNTY

By C.C. Steirly

On May 19, 1956 while studying a flock of mixed shorebirds in a
small marshy pond on Hog Island State ~faterfowl Refuge in northeast Surry
County, the writer observed an Eastern Glossy Ibis, Plegadis falcinellus
falcinellus. The bird was observed from a distance of less than thirty
feet for at least a half hour. Associated with it were a pair of blue-
winged teal, tHO grea.ter yellowlegs, twelve semipalmated sandpipers, a
green heron, two ringed plover and a pair of redwings.

This pond was quite marshy and less than one-fourth acre in area.
On one side it bordered a field with a small zone of marsh grasses between
it and the field. On the other side there was an extensive area of groundsel
(Baccharis haliminifolia). All of the birds in the pond, including the
ibis, were actively feeding. The ibis was observed to consume what seemed
to be a small salamander. Throughout the period of observation the ibis
remained close to the blue-winged teal which were continuously feeding in
the shallow water.

-- Waverly, Virginia

---000--

FIELD NOTESFROMA TRIP TO EASTERNSHORE

By John M. Irvine, Jr.

On M~ 11, 1956, two Parasitic Jaegers were observed from the
Little Creek -Kiptopeke ferry by F.R. Scott, C.C. Steirly and the writer.
The birds were flying north and passed the ferry about twenty minutes apart
with quick, strong wingbeats. One bird paused long enough to attack a
Herring Gull, overtaking the gull with ease. However, it made no effort to
dive for the food which the gull dropped. Both birds were adults in the
light phase.

The following day, May 12, an adult Iceland Gull was seen on the
beach at Assateague Island in the company of a flock of adult and immature
Herring Gulls. The bird was carefully observed by the manager of the
Chincoteague Federal Wildlife Refuge, Jacob M. Valentine, and the three
observers named above. The bird was quite tame and permitted good observa-
tion, both in flight and standing on the beach. The bill and eye were the
only black on this pure white gull, and the legs were pink. The bird was
the same size as the adult Herring Gulls among which it stood, and the wings
extended well beyond the tail when at rest. This is the fourth record of
this species for the State.

- - -- - - - - -
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A total of eight Gannets were seen on these two days, in the
localities mentioned above. All were inunature but one.

The party discovered a Gadwall's nest containing seven eggs on
Assateague Island. This was the first actual nest found in the state, although
young have previously been recorded.

There appears to have been a flight of White-crowned Sparrows,
unusual for the Eastern Shore, on May 12. Seven different individuals were
seen in four widely separate locations on Assateague and Chincoteague Islands.
These locations varied from open sand dunes to pine-oak forest. Three birds
were seen by the observers named above, and four others by a party from
Washington, D.C., led by Mr. E.T. McKnight.

000---

ICELAND GULL AT ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

By Philip A. DulvIont and Jackson M. Abbott

On April 7, 1956, an Iceland Gull was identified by DuHont on
Hunting Creek, on the southern edge of Alexandria. The bird was in second
year plumage, entirely white, and with a black tip to the bill. It was
studied for 15 minutes with 20 x scope and compared in size directly with
both adult and inunature Herring and Ring-billed Gulls. This gull "/as about
the same size as the Herring, with a smaller bill, and the greater length
of the wings - extending beyond the tail while at rest -was easily noticed.
The unmarked wing tips seemed the whitest part when in flight.

This bird \'Ias seen by Loi~ Morgan, Louise Berry, and DuMont at
that time, while Jackson Abbott and several others who were notified saw it
directly thereafter. Abbott learned that the same bird evidently had been
present from April 2d, when it was seen by AdamHubbell, who failed to report
it because it seemed to him so unlikely to occur.

Previous records of the Iceland Gull for Virginia consist of two
birds at Cape Henry, January 11, 1934 (Helmuth); one in Thimble Shoal
Channel, November 24, 1944 (Drury); an inunature seen on the Potomac River
near the 14th Street Bridge, Arlington, March 12, 1945 (Robbins); another in
inunature plumage, where Hunting Creek empties into the Potomac (at the same
spot ",rhere ours was found), November 22, 1952 (v;right and Abbott); one on
the Back Bay National \Jildlife Refuge, January 29, 1953 (Perkins); and one
60 miles off Cape Charles, January 26, 1956 (Wright).

---000---
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EVENING GROSBEAKS IN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

By Mary N. Spratley

For the past two winters ¥~s. Samuel S. Rosendorf, Jr., who lives
on University Drive, Richmond, Virginia, has fed and provided cover for a
large flock of Evening Grosbeaks and a smaller one of Purple Finches. The
flock of Evening Grosbeaks during both winters numbered at least seventy-

five, the flock of finches, about forty. The grosbeaks arrive about the first

week in January, the females first, the males later. They remain until early

in May, the males leaving first. The male Purple Finches leave the second

week in April and a week later, all have disappeared.

Hrs. Rosendorf's home is located in what ,..asonce a pine and

mixed hardwood forest and many of the original trees remain, as they do in

a large section surrounding her home. This locale seems to provide the

cover necessary to make the grosbeaks and finches hapJ?Y. The James River and
the lake at the University of Richmond are nearby, \-.bichmay influence their

choice of winter headquarters.

These birds consume quantities of sunflower seeds, ~lhich are always

available. In addition to the sunflower seeds, the Purple Finches eat
quantities of peanut butter.

l-11's.Rosendorf believes that the Evening Grosbeaks first came so

far south because of the extremely cold winter in the northeast which was

experienced in 1955 and returned to her grounds in the winter of 1956 because

she had provided food for them the previous year.

Seeing the spectacular and very tame Evening Grosbeaks and the
smaller but colorful Purple Finches with many other more common birds feeding
on her grounds, in her porches and windowsills is a sight to deligr~ any
birdlover.

Ellerson, Virginia

---000--

VIRGINIA NOTES

~ Perkins and ~ Emperor Penguin. It may notbe generally
known that our President, Jack E. Perkins, is the only member of the VSO

who can include the Emperor Penguin on his life list. As a member of the

1939-41 Byrd Antarctic Expedition, he had charge of bringing back for the
National Zoo the first of these birds to be seen alive in any American

collection. The Editor had the pleasure of being introduced to these birds
in their air-conditioned room at the zoo shortly after their arrival.

- - -- -
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Cattle Egret. ~ Virginia Spring Records. Jacob M. Valentine, Jr.,
Manager of the Chincoteague National 1,Jildlife, made the first spring record
for Virginia for the Cattle Egret, when he saw one on the Refuge on March 31,
1956. Romie Waterfield, assistant at Back Bay Refuge, saw one on that
refuge on April 29, the second spring record and the first State record
away from Chincoteague.

Wood Ibis. Virginia records for this bird have been piling up
within the pasttWelve months. The latest is that of three birds seen on
the western side of Back Bay on April 20, 1956, by C.E. Gilchrist of the
Virginia Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries. We now have fuller
information on the two records reported in ~ Raven for ~~rch-April, 1956,
page 29. Dr. R.V. Dietrich, Associate Professor of Geology at V.PoI. writes
that the date on which the bird was seen in Southwest Virginia was
July 9, 1955, not July 8. It had come down in one of a series of stQrms on
preceding nights. The exact spot was in Washington County, north of
Meadowview, and 6.5 miles southwest of Plasterco, on county road number 745.
The bird was in white plumage, but the head was covered lightly with brownish
down. C.C. Steirly writes that the record of the bird seen near Hog Island
Refuge in September, 1955, is correct. The observer was Haskell Taylor,
Manager of Hog Island State lA/aterfowl Refuge, Surry County.

Ring-necked Pheasant, Captain Roswell H. Blair, of Cobham,
referring to R.J. Watson's report in the January-February, 1956, issue of
~ Raven, of a pheasant seen near Culpeper, states that he has seen birds
in the same area in the past four or five years, once a cock and hen, and
once a hen.

Killdeer. Joshua Womeldorf, whose farm fish pond near Lexington,
has turned up some very interesting records in recent years, has furnished
some worth-while data on the incubation period and second nesting of the
Killdeer in the Valley of Virginia. This spring he found a nest with three
eggs on April 7th, and consequently was able to know definitely that the
fourth egg was laid on April 8. Two eggs hatched on May 4; which indicates
a period of 26 days from the laying of the last egg to the hatching of the
first egg, This pair and a pair which had a nest not far away successfully
brought off the first brood; and on May 26 each pair had another nest con-
taining an egg.

Baltimore Oriole ~ aged Slate-colored Junco ~ Arlington.
Arthur H. Fast reports that on February 27, 1956, he banded a BaltiJnore Oriole.
It was first observed on February 24. It appeared almost daily (some days
manytimes) thereafter until late March and then less frequently until it
was last noted on April 24. It fed exclusively on peanut hearts. It was
trapped a second time on March 15 and thus positively identified as the
same bird. Dr. John W. Aldrich identified it as probably a female or
possibly a young male. It \-Ias in unusually dark plumage. On February 1, 1947,
Fast banded a Slate-colored Junco. It has returned to the place of banding
each winter, except one. It was last trapped and released in apparent good
condition on December 11, 1955 - on which date it was more than 9 years of
age. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service advises that this is one of a few
of the oldest Juncos of which they have any record. Both birds were trapped
on the Fast home place, 4924 Rock Spring Road, Arlington.

- - ---
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Summer Tanagers 2!! apartment window feeder in Arlington. 1'"11'.and
Mrs. Jean P. Jaquette report that beginning in early May for each of the
past 5 or 6 years, a male and female SummerTanager have been regularly
feeding on peanut butter at the Jaquette apartment window lunch counter at
2873 South Abingdon, Arlington. These Summer Tanagers and their young of
the year have been coming regularly to this feeding station uI~il approxi-
mately mid-August. On Hay 10, 1956, these birds put in their annual
appearance, apparently very much at home and evidently preparing to follow
the usual family routine.

Evening Grosbeaks, 1955-1956. The past winter has been another
good season for the Evening Grosbeak in Virginia. The birds have a~peared
allover the State, generally in small flocks, but sometimes in good counts;
such as, Richmond, up to 75; Buena Vista, up to 60; Lexington, up to 50;
and Clifton Forge, up to 60 or more. At Clifton Forge, ~~s. Norman Scott
reports a total of 14 males and 11 females occurring regularly at her
feeding station, with simultaneous flocks at the homes of two of her friends
of 15 and 11 respectively. Birds began to appear on the Cl~istmas Counts:
Waverly, 1; Alexandria-Arlington area, 25; Fort Belvoir, 25; Hopewell, 1;
Charlottesville, 3; Warren, 26; Roanoke, 6 on December 27; Blacksburg, 1.
The latest reported were 6 birds at Lexington on M~ 16. Twenty-one were
seen at Bellehaven, on the Eastern Shore, on April 21, by Philip and Paul
D1.J1.10nt..

---000---

CONSERVATIONNEWS

(These items are abstracted from Conservation
News, organ of the National Wildlife Federation)

Among the recommendations adopted at the New Orleans meeting of
the National Wildlife Federation in March were:

1. Urging Congress to provide roads to the boundaries of public
lands and waters, where access is now blocked by private holdings.

2. Calling upon Congress to enact protective legislation against
pressures for oil and gas development or other exploitative invasions
which would impair the usefulness of National Wildlife Refuges.

3. Endorsing legislation to set aside 10 per cent of the receipts
from National Forests for developing public recreation facilities mid
improving wildlife habitat.

4. Endorsing legislation to require the use of a greater proportion
of Duck Stamp receipts for the acquisition of waterfowl areas, and to speed
up completion of the national system of waterfowl refuges.

--------
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5. Endorsing legislation to require that hunting and fishing on
military reservations must be in accord with State or Territorial game and
fish laws.

6. Calling for a t soil bank' program to take unneeded agricultural
lands out of production, and making it possible to use such land for wildlife
conservation purposes.

The first wildlife postage stamp, showing a Wild Turkey in flight,
was released on May 8 at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. Two others, depicting the
pronghorn antelope and the king salmon will be issued this year. The artist
is Bob Hines of the Fish and ~'iildlife service.

A bill (H.R. 10371) has been introduced by Representative Clair
Engle of California to curb the increasing efforts of the Department of
Defense to take over for military purposes, often without sufficient reason,
public lands, which have been or might better be used for conservation
purposes. The bill provides that except in time of war or national emergency,
no area of public land or water exceeding 5000 acres can be withdra\<Jn or
reserved for defense purposes except by act of Congress.

Another bill (H.R. 10332) has been introduced by Representative
Charles E. Bennett of Florida to establish a National Key Deer Refuge.
Efforts made with private funds have brought up the numbers of this
vanishing species irom35 animals four years ago to a current population of
something over 100. A National Refuge should make is possible to save this
endangered species.

One of the greatest threats to wildlife protection is the proposed
Bricker-Dirksen amendment to the Constitution, \~ich would limit the treaty-
making powers of the federal government. One of the results of such an
amendment, a result deliberately sought by some of the proponents, might be
to abolish the whole Migratory Bird "Act and put the whole burden of the
protection of wildlife upon the states. Experience has shown that this
would mean the end of real protection for migratory birds. It \\QuId probably
soon mean that there would be very little duck hunting available in the
United States. It would also probably mean the loss of the federal wildlife
refuges that have done so much for the protection of all kinds of birds and
particularly of game birds and the larger species. Altogether aside from
other aspects of the proposed amendment, its passage would be a death blow
to wildlife protection.

- --- - - - - - -
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BREEDING BIRD CENSUS

By C. C. Steirly

During the 1956 breeding season a breeding bird census was con-
ducted in a loblolly pine forest near Waverly in Sussex County. This same
area was chosen for a winter bird population study two years ago and wa3

reportedon in The Raven (April,1955). Much of Eastern Virginia's large
area of forest land is destined to be converted into loololly pine forest

through the widespread application of the principles of forest management.
To some this may seem like the man-made creation of thousands of acres of

biological desert. For a number of years the writer has been quite interested

in birds in relation to their habit, and after passing through the novitiate

bird study stage of merely listing and counting birds, has begun undertaking

a series of winter and breeding bird population studies in a variety of
habitats. The writer of course has a professional interest in the changes

of bird population caused by man's control and alteration of the various

forest environments since he is a practicing forester in the Coastal Plain

pine region.

The area chosen was a convenient unit of loblolly pine that had
established itself following a part cutting and is therefore a forest-origin
stand rather than an old field stand. It is a pure pine forest since over
80% of the dominant vegetation consists of loblolly pine. This type is,
ecologically speaking, a temporary type as it is destined to be replaced by
one of oak andhickory during the long plant successional process. The aim of
good forestry practices will of course be to circumvent nature's objectives
and retain the area as one pure pine stand which of course can be done pro-
vided appropriate forest management steps are taken.

Habitat data in connection \'dth this study is as follows:

Dominant Vegetation: Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) 35-40 year age
class. Height of averagedominanttree 66 feet, breast high dimneterof
averagepine 8.7 inches. Averagedensityof pine: 430 stems per acre.
Scattered hardwoods of similar size were found throughout the stand.

Secondary Layer: Sapling growth of various hardwoods including in
relative order of abundance: Sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua), Black gum
(Nyssa sylvatica), Southern red oak (Quercus falcata), Yellow poplar (Lirio-
dendron tulipifera), Hickory (Carya alba), Holly (Ilex opaca), and Red maple
(Acer rubrum). Few of these were over four inches in diameterat breast height.

Understory Layer: In the understory were relatively abundant growths
of brush species including MYrtle (Myrica cerifera) and High bush blueberry
(Vaccinium corymbosum). Scattered Dogwood (Cormus florida) and Sassafras
(Sassafras albidium) were also present. Much of theunderstorywas occupied
by seedlinggrowths of the above-mentioned hardwoods. Part of the area
supported patches of the Blueberry (Vaccinium augustifolium).

- - --- ---



Pa&!L21 July-September. 1956THE RAVEN

Herbaceous Layer: The herbaceous l~er was rather sparse. In places
which were low and wet there were sphaynous growths and within these areas
there were small patches of reed (arundinaria tecta) and Smilax epp. Else-
where, and in no great abundance were Christmas ferns (Polystichum acrosti-
choides), Club moss (Lycopodium flobelliforme), Spotted wintergreen (Chimaphyla
macilata) and its close relative (Chimaphyla tunbellata), Elephant foot
(Elephantopus tomentosa), Ladies slipper (Cypripedum acaule), Whorled pogonia
(Iso tria verticillata). Poisonivy (Toxicodendron radicans) ~s present 011 the
area but in rather insignificant amounts.

A sixteen acre block of this timber type was surveyed ffiid set up as
a census area by running a series of north-south and east-west compass lines
across the area. This broke the area up into a number of blocks of con-
venient sizes and enabled the observer to know at all times exactly where he
was on the area. A woods road, indicated on the maps as a broken line greatly
facilitated coverage.

Field trips were made over every portion of this area on April 8, 14
and 22; May 5, 20 and 26; June 3, 5, 9, 10 and 26, 1956. All trips were made
in early morning between 6:00 and 9:00 A,M. A total of 17 ID&1 hours were
spent in the field.

Singing Dlales of the several species were followed up and carefully
located on the nlap which was reproduced in a simple letter size form and
mimeographed such that one map could be used for each species. After three
or four trips the map, thus n~rked, revealed that the males were consistently
singing in the same general areas. At the conclusion of the study estimated
limits of territory" were drawn on the map. In this manner an estimate of the
number of breeding territories was obtained and through a simple arithnletical
process reduced to terms of density or breeding territories per 100 acres of
similar habitat.

Results obtained were as follows:

Red-eyed Vireo
Ovenbird
Hooded Warbler
Acadian Flycatcher
Pine Warbler
Tufted Titmouse
Towhee
Carolina Wren
Hummingbird

Total

lJ.J territories
4 territories
3 territories
2! territories
2 territories
2 territories
2 territories
l~ territories
1 territory

22! territories

---------

28.1 per hundred acres
25.0 per hundred acres
18.7 per hundred acres
15.6 per hundred acres
12.5 per hundred acres
12.5 per hundred acres
12.5 per hundred acres

9.3 per hundred acres
602 per hundred acres

140,,0 per hundred acres

- - -
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Dates:

1 April 8
2 Aprj.l 14
3 April 22
/', Nay 5
5 Hay 20
6 May 26
7 June 3
8 June 5
9 June 9

10 JlLl1e10
11 June 24
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Dates:

1 April 8
2 April 14
3 April 22
4 Nay5
5 May 20
6 May 26
7 June 3
8 June 5
9 June 9

10 June 10
11 June 24
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The record of the hummingbird is based on the quite accidental
finding of a nest at tl1eintersection of two compass lines. Fractional
territories reported are based on the logical assumption that portions of
certain territories extended beyond the boundaries of the study area, judging
by the closeness of the concentration of observations to the boundaries of the
area.

Four territorial maps showing the distribution of the more numerous

species are reproduced herewith at half the scale of the field sheets. The

dots indicate the location of the singing males for the date marked no~'~tto
the dot. The boundaries of the territories are drawn as matters of specula-

tion based on the relative concentration of the singing males on the several

days. For exan~le, on the map for the Red-eyed Vireo the dot for June 3, on
the boundary between territories 2 and 5 must have been the male from either

territory as it was observed to be singing a short time after the singing
males of territories 2 and 5 had been recorded. One or the other had moved

up toward the edge of the territory. Areas not sho\~ within the confines of

one of these speculative territorial limits might perhaps be regarded as
neutral areas, for none of the species was heard consistently singing within
them.

Other birds observed in the area included: Bobwhite, Red-bellied

Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Wood Peewee, v~od Thrush,

Yellow-throated ':1arbler, and \Jrlite-eyedVireo. The behavior of none of these

indicated breeding \ilthin the study area.

-- Waverly, Virginia

--000---

LEAST TERNS NESTING ON LO"lmR JA1~ RIVER

By F. R. Scott

On July 22, 1956, the writer found a colony of Least Terns,

Sterna albifrons Pallas, nesting at the intersection of College Cr~ek and

James River, James City County. The site is about three miles east of, and
in sight of, Jamestown Island. It is also almost due north across the river

from Hog Island State Refuge, Surry County.

Since most of the birds had apparently concluded nesting, the

size of the colony could not be determined. One nest \tlj.thtrIO eggl:3was found,

an adult was seen feeding a downY young, and there were a nwnber of flying

young of the year in the vicinity. In all, there appeared to be about 60

adults around the nesting area. Unfortunately, there 'l1as not time to make a
detailed census of eggs and downy young.

- - - -- - - - - - --
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The site of the colony is interesting enough for comment regarding
its possible history and future conservation. It is situated on the northern

side of a recently dredged sand fill on which the Colonial National l-ionument

Parkway extension is being built, and the birds must have been exposed to

constant traffic of heaV'J road-building machinery all spring. Since the fill

is new, it seernzimprobable that the colony has been at this spot for more than

two years. Vlith the opening of the Parkway extension to the public scheduled

for next spring, positive measures should be undertaken to insure the per-
petuation of the colony. These measures will have to include (1) persuasion of

the Parkway administration not to plant grass or other vegetation on the
nesting site, and (2) discouraging the public from using the area as a picnic

ground. Residents of the Williamsburg area might sound out the Parhlay

administration on these proposals. Even if perfect cooperation can be obtained

from Parkway personnel, it remains to be seen whether or not such a colony can

survive constant nearby vehicular traffic or natural revegetation of the area.
It scarcely needs to be added that excess publicity of such an easily acces-

sible colony would result in its certain destruction. The nest with eggs "las
not 100 feet from the freshly laid concrete roadbed.

Although the Least Tern is normally thought of as a strictly coastal

bird, at least along the Atlantic, there are records of several other nesting
colonies away from the ocean. One colony was discovered on the James at

Norfolk at the mouth of Lafayette River in May and June 1941 by Dr. and Mrs.

John Grey and Mrs. Colgate Darden, but the Navy took over the area subse-

quently, and there has been no more recent information on this colony

(~ws. A.C. Reed, Raven, 13: 47, 1942; J.H. Grey, Raven, 21: 73, 1950). On
the Potomac River a colony was found on Hollis Marsh Island in Vvestmoreland

County on July 10, 1955, by a group from the Washington area (Joh. Abbott,
Raven, 26: 103, 1955).

Three nesting sites have been found in recent years on Chesapeake

Bay. These are Seaford, York County, first found in 1949 and visited almost

every year since; near Diggs, f.'lathewsCounty, found by the \olriteron July ll,
1953; and Savage Neck (Cherrystone Inlet), Northampton County, where the

writer found a colony e~libiting nesting behavior on June 18, 1953, though
no eggs or young ~"lerefound.

The above six colonies seem to be the only known nesting sites in
Virginia away from the ocean, though there is no reason \A!hythere sllOuldn1t
be others in the Chesapeake area wherever suitable habitat occurs.

- Richmond, Virginia

---- --- - -
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1956 BLUERIOOE FORAY

By C. C. Steirly

The trip committee once again lived up to its claim of producing
Ravens, Veeries, Blue-headed Vireos, Black-throated Blue Warblers and Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks on the annual Blue Ridge Foray. This event was held at
Skyland in the Shenandoah National Park on June 15, 16 and 17.

Most of those attending arrived on the evening of the 14th and
were briefed on the plans for the weekend by the trip committee. As has been
the practice in recent years, a series of standard trips were planned,
although those \~shing to do as they pleased were free to do so.

Almost at the start of the ascent of Hawksbill Mountain on the
first day, most of the group had an excellent view of a full grown bobcat
(LYnX rufus) which sauntered along the trail for some distance before
disappearing into the forest. The hike up Hawksbill Mountain, the highest
point in the park (4,049 feet) was done in a leisurely fashion which gave
everyone an opportunity to observe the birds of this particular habitat,
including the Canada Harbler, the Ruffed Grouse, the Veery and the Carolina
Junco, and to botanize. Dr. R.J. Hatson proved to be a competent botanist
and he was in constant demand to identify and interpret the vegetation along
the trails. Nests of ~'!ood Thrushes, Canada Harblers and Carolina Juncos
were found.

In the afternoon a different habitat, that offered by Big Meadow,
was visited. This area is always certain to produce the Raven and the Vesper
Sparrow. In this vicinity is the Dark Hollow Falls Trail. It, too, was
visited in a leisurely manner.

On the following day an all day hike down the lj.1hite Oak Canyon
Trail was undertaken. This charming area produced the Black-throated Blue,
Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, Parula and Hooded Warblers as well as the
Veery, Hood Thrush, Blue-headed Vireo, Louisiana \'iater Thrush, Ovenbird,
Scarlet Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Wood Peewee, etc. The nest of an
Acadian Flycatcher "Tas found in a hemlock in the Limberlost Area, and is
thought to be an altitudinal record for this species since the elevation of
this area is in the neighborhood of 3,200 feet. Some of the party also had
the pleasure of observing a I"ouisiana Water Thrush feeding its young and
others found the nest of a Phoebe ~dth its four eggs on a rock ledge near the
falls.

Leading elements of the group reached the second falls and lunched
at the foot of it. Then began the long trek back to Skyland, thus ending a
pleasant field day of birds, botany and fellowship. That evening Dr. Alexander
~ietmore, who had spent the day with the group, gave a most interesting
lecture to the entire group on his recent ornithological expedition to Panama.
Dr. Wetmore discussed his investigations of the avifauna of Coiba, an
island off the west coast of Panama which is the Republic's penal colony.
This island had been detached from the South America mainland in remote
geologic ages past and reflected this in its avifauna which differed greatly
from that of the mainland.

----- --- ----
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The third day was devoted to a leisurely stroll up Stonyman Mountain
with a return trip over a segment of the Appalachian Trail. From the top of
this, the second h:i.ghest peak in the park, the group spent considerable time
."latching a Broad-winged Hawk and four Ravens riding the thermals or warm air
currents over the ridges and valleys below. Botany, Geology and Ornithology
captured the attention of the group on this trip.

The entire trip was pronounced eminently successful and enjoyable by
all who attended. Perfect weather conditions prevailed and although no very
large list of birds was recorded, everyone had ample opportunity to observe
and study the feathered specialties of the region.

The following is a list of the species observed by most of the party:
Turkey Vulture, Broad-winged Hawk, Ruffed Grouse, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, B1ack-
billed Cuckoo, Chimney Swift, Whip-poor-wi11, Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy
Woodpecker, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe, Acadian Flycatcher, Wood Peewee, Blue
Jay, Raven, CommonCrow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin,
Wood Thrush, Veery, Cedar Waxwing, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Black and
White Warbler, Paru1a Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Black-throated
Green Warbler, B1ackburnian Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Ovenbird, Louisiana
Water Thrush, Yellow-throat, Hooded Warbler, Canada Warbler, Cowbird, Summer
Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Towhee,
Carolina Junco, Vesper Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Song Sparrow.

The Red-breasted Nuthatch is perl-aps a first summer record for this
species. It was observed on top of Stonyman Mountain by F.R. Scott.

-- Waverly, Virginia

--000-

NOTES FROM PINE RIOOE

By Mrs. Elizabeth D. Peacock

At dusk, on April 17, I took a bird from my all-purpose trap which
at first glance seemed to be a junco - with a white throatJ Being on my way to
~ioir practice, I hastily put it in the basement for the night, grabbed
PETERSONalong with my hymnal and went to church. At each lull ill the soprano
part I leafed through the E. Field Guide feverishly. I practically read it
through. vfuen I came home, likewise I searched through POUGHand a borrowed
copy of Birds of America. I suspected every thing from a Green-tailed Towhee
to western races of the junco. After dreaming about it all night, I admitted
that I was whipped and called Dr. Aldrich as soon as the National Museum was
open. \Vhen he said that HE could not place it, I began to feel that I must be
seeing things and I said that it looked as if it were a cross between a White-
throated Sparrow and a Slate-colored Junco, not dreaming such a thing could
happen. vfuereupon Dr. Aldrich told me to bring it in, that there was some
evidence of suCh a hybrid.

-- --- -- -- - - - - -- --
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museum's
Lincoln,
Sparrow,
Only two

My peculiar bird was measured and compared with skins from the
files by Dr. John Aldrich, Dr. Alexander Wetmore and ¥JI'. Frederick C.
who all agreed that it was a hybrid betweenthe w~ite-throated
Zonotrichiaalbicollis, and the Slate-colored Junco, Jun<12,hyemalis.
previous specimens have been found.

For further comparison not possible with the museunl skins, I took
the birdto Mr. ArthurFast'sin Arlingtonto compare it ~dth live birds from
his traps. We held the hybrid between a White-throated Sparrow in high
plumage and a male Slate-coloredJunco and made the following observations
in bright sunlight:

1. The hybrid was intermediate in length between the two species.

2. The bill was white.

:3, The head was gray \dth a patch of brown feathers on the tops and nape.

4. Above each side of the upper mandible was a little tuft of white
feathers like that of the white-throat and above this a yelloH
bloom on the feathers in the same locationas the yellow spot of the
white-throat.

56 The wings and back were that of a white-throat except that the
underlying color ~ms gray rather than brown, causing the back

stripings to appear finer.

6. The throat was that of a sub-maturewhite-throat \'lith only the
central portion of the throat white. In full sunlight the broader
outlines could be seen clearly.

7. The tail was that of the junco.

8. The color of the eyes was identical to that of the white-throat.

9. The color of the legs, and the dark feet were like the junco, but
the feet were much larger.

I took the bird back to ~ place, banded it with a #1 FW band,

#55-09264, and released it in good conditionat 12:00 N. on April 18, 1956.

As if this were not enough excitement for one day, I stopped by to
return Birds of America to ~ neighbor and to show her the new close-focusing
binoculars I had just purchased from the Reichertsl when what should be

feeding in the pines only about 8 feet from her window, but a flock of
Aroerican Cross bills which I had been trying to see for 10 years.

In the fieldthe hybrid appeared to be an over-sized t/Jldte-tl!roated
Junco, with the back and ~dngs of a sparrow. It did not occur to me to
photograph it, as I do not have a suitablecameru.

----- -- -- - - - -- -
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The next morning (7:30 A.M., April 19) I observed my hybrid at close
range \olithbinoculars. It was feeding on the lawn side by side ''litha white-
throat in medium plumage and trailing along 4 or 5 feet behind was a male junco.
t~ben I called Dr. Aldrich to report this further developmer~ and also to tell

him about the flock of cross bills, he forsook his usual scientific approach

and started quoting poetry to mel

Every day thereafter my White-throated Junco came to the window tray
of my next door neighbor, ~~s. Richard Rule. On April 23, I trapped him again

at which time he gave the distress call of the white-throat. Also both Nl'f;.

Rule and I heard him give the "seet" call of the white-throat.

He (?) ..fasa most cooperative and happy little bird which endured
the unusual interest of his human brothers with detached nonchalance. He was

last seen at l'I1I'5.Rule I s feeder on April 30, and we hope he will find a
suitable mate and return safely next year to Wood Thrush Hi1l~

As to Crossbills, as many as 32 were seen by 11rs. Rule and me on
April 27 and thereafter in varying numbers through May 28 when a mixed flock
of males and females was seen by Mrs. Rule feeding on pine cones in her yard.
(About 15 were counted with binoculars.)

Wood Thrush Hill, Pine Ridge
Route 2, Fairfa:;::, Vi!'ginia

---000---

FIELD TRIP TO HOLLISMARSHHERONRY

By Jackson M. Abbott

Fifteen members of the D.C. Audubon Society visited the Hollis Marsh
Island heronry (see The Raven, Aug.-Sept. 1955) on the 24th of June, 1956.
Three rowboats "lith OUtbO-a:rctmotors took the group acrOf:!S Currioman Bay to
the island. On the way across a Double-crested Cormorffilt, a Gadwall,and a
Ruddy Duck were seen. According to Dr~ Murray's! Check-List of ~ ~irds of
Virginia there is no Virginia summer record for the Gadwall. A Red-breasted
Nerganser flew away from the beach as we landed the boats on the shore of the
east pond.

The heronry was quite active but appeared in general to be occupied
by fewer birds than were estimated to be present last July. 'l'he most numerous
species was the ful~ricanEgret (about 300), nextthe LittleBlueHeron (about
200), then Black-crowned Night Herons (about 150), Great Blue Herons (10),
Snowy Egret (6), and Green Heron (only 3 seen). Dr. Dan Keaney had visited the
heronry in i'1ay this year and said that at that time there were many more
Great Blues and Black-crownedNight Herons and fewer AmericanEgrets. This is
logical since Great Blues start nestingin Februaryand Karch, and Night Herons
in April. The others do not normally nest until May. However, tl!ere always
seem to be some of each species nesting at much later dates thhll is llormal.

------- ----



Page 60 THERAVEN July-September. 1956

We found eggs and young of all ages of the Little Blue and young in all
stages of Night Herons and American Egrets. Two young Snowy Egrets were
observed.

Those of us with cameras had a field day and }I,r. Reggie Bolton was
able to band about 30 herons.

-- NewAlexandria, Virginia

---000-

VSO SUMl.1ER FIELD TRIP TO \vACHAPREAGUE

By F. R. Scott

Twenty-one members of the Virginia Society of Ornithology met at
Wachapreague the night of Friday, August 3, 1956, for the second VSO-sp~nsored
field trip to Cedar &1d Parramore Islands. Good weather, fellowship, and
excellent leadership by Trip Master C. C. Steirly combined to make this an
unusually rewarding trip.

On August 4 an all-d~ boat trip took the group first to the
southern end of Cedar Island, ~Jhere they had an opportunity to study a colony
of Black Skinmers still with eggs and downy young. A set of CommonTern eggs
in this colony offered an excellent comparison with those in nearby Skimmer
nests. Also here the group discovered a pair of the rare Baird's Sandpipers,
~mich were watched for some 20 minutes through 20x telescope. Trip Master
Steirly was complimented on his farsighted planning in arranging this exhibition.
Following a swim and lunch, the boat left the group at Parramore Island for
several hours.

A new idea was attempted on August 5, &1d a morning boat trip was
provided through the salt marshes between Parramore Island and the mainland.
This trip yielded two Laughing Gull colonies and one of Forster's Terns, all
of which still had some eggs &1d downy young. In the remains of a Green Heron
colony two nests with eggs and many young birds were found. The trip
officially ended at noon on August 5.

On both days several birds were seen which were of especial interest
to many members of the group. Hudsonian Curlews were seen const&1tl;y in the
marshes, &1d many Louisiana Herons &1d Oyster-catchers were observed on both
days.

While birds received primary a~tention during this trip, the things
that will make it remembered for a long~e entirely different: the abundant
good food served family-style by the Hotel Wachapreague and the late afternoon
gatherings on the third-floor veranda overlooking the marshes and the town
waterfront.

-- -- - - - -- - -
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The following species were observed on August 4 and 5: Double-
crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, American Egret, Snowy Egret, Louisiana
Heron, Little Blue Heron, Green Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Yellow-
crowned Night Heron, Mallard, Black Duck, Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, Osprey,
Bob-white, Clapper Rail, Oyster-catcher, Ringed Plover, Killdeer, Black-bellied
Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Hudsonian Curlew, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sand-
piper, Willet, Great Yellow-legs, Baird's Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Eastern
Dowitcher, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Sanderling, Herring Gull,
Laughing Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Forster's Tern,Common Tern, Least Tern,
Royal Tern, Black Tern, Black Skimmer, Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, Ruby-
throated Hunmnngbird, Kingfisher, flicker, Kingbird, Horned Lark, Tree Swallow,
Barn Swallow, Crow, Fish Crow, House Wren, Carolina Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird,
Brown Thrasher, Prairie Warbler, Northern \vater-thrush, Yellow-throat, Yellow-
breasted Chat, Meadowlark, Red-wing, Boat-tailed Grackle, Purple Grackle,
Cardinal, Red-eyed Towhee, Sharp-tailed Sparrow, Seaside Sparrow, Chipping
Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Song Sparrow.

The following VSO members participated in the trip:

J. E. Ames, Driver
Mrs. J. E. Blick, Portsmouth
Miss Jane Craig, Richmond
Miss Katrine DeWitt, Va. Beach
P. S. Dulaney, Portsmouth
James H. Eike, East Falls Church
Dr. and Mrs. S. B. Guss, State

College, Pal
L. M. Hawkins,Roanoke
C. H. Lewis, Salem
Mrs. W. A. Porter, Norfolk

Miss Gertrude Prior, Sweet Briar
C. J. Riddick, Driver
F. R. Scott, Richmond
C. C. Steirly, Waverly
Miss Betsy Stephens, Norfolk
Paul Sykes, Norfolk
Miss ElizabethThomas, Norfolk
R. J. Watson,Arlington
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Wells, Charlottesville

- Richmond, Virginia

-000--

THE 84TH CONGRESSANDCONSERVATION

Natural resources management in its various aspectswas a subjectof
major importancein the 84th Congress. Some bitter issues were fought to a
decision before the final gavel fell at the stroke of midnight July 27.
Other issues equally important were left pending for debate during the coming
political campaign and for possible action in the next national legislative
assembly.

On the credit side, conservationistswithin and outsideof Congress
could point with pride to the following positive accomplishments:

-- - - -- - -- - - - -
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§2i! ~ Legislation. The nation's farm problem has been aggravated
by over-expa11sion of the agricultural plant during and since the boom-price
years of 'lJorld War II. Congress took a plan designed to whittle down farm
surpluses by paying farmers to take cropland.s out of production, and wrote a
law that spelled out comprehensive objectives in "soil, \'later, forest and
wildlife conservation. II For the first time in general farm legislation the
inseparable relationship of \'dldlife resources to land and water )aan~gemcnt
was recognized.

Water Pollution Control. By passing the Blatnik bill the 84th
Congress gave the Public Health Service a stronger hand to deal with stubborn
problems of interstate water pollution. By appropriating funds under the
Blatnik Act for grants to cities for construction of sewage-treatment works,
and grants to help the States and interstate agencies build up their own
abatement programs, the 84th Congress may have turned the tide in the long
fight against the pollution-destruction of vital water resources.

Strengthening the National t~rk System. The defeat of Echo Park dam,
proposed by the Bureau of Reclamation for construction in Dinosaur National
Monument, has been described as a "negative" though momentous victory for
conservationists. In a sense it was one of the great, positive conservation
gains in the 84th Congress, constituting reaffirmation by the Congress of the
purpose and the integrity of the National Park System. It was a demonstration
of public support that in large measure paved the way for the successful
initiation of "Iviission 66, II a ten-year proe;ram of rehabilitation and improve-
ment of the national parks and monuments. Congress boosted Park Service
appropriations by some $11 million over budget estimates to start the ten-year
plan, ,,1hich is designed to protect and conserve the natural resources of the
parks and to put them in shape to accommodate 80 million visitors annually by
19660

During the session just ended Congress also added four new units to
the National Park system, authorizing establishment of the Virgin Islands
National Park, the Pea Ridge National Military Park in Arkansas, the Horseshoe
Bend National Military Park in Alabama, and the Book T. l':ashington National
Honument in Virginia.

Two important park bills, introduced too late for action in the recent
session, will find prominent places on the conservation agenda of the 85th
Congress. One, sponsored by Senator J. Glenn Beall and Congressman DeWitt S.
Hyde of Maryland, would establish the historic and scenic Chesr.peake &Ohio
Canal along the Potomac River as a National. Historical Park. The other, by
Congressman Wajrne N. Aspinall of Colorado and John P. Saylor of Pennsylvania,
would make a full-fledged National Park out of the spectacular canyon country
of Dinosaur National Monument.

Fish ~!! Wi~£life §ervi~ El~.'!.?tion. A drive by conunercial fishing
interests to s?j.it the Fish and W ldlife: Service and establish a separate and
independent fisheries commission precipitated one of the b~tterest, see-saw
b&ttles of the 84th Congress. The result was the compromi8c Bo~.er bill, or
Bonner-Magnuson bill, which appears to be one of the more important achieve-
ment of the session~ Th'3 new law elevates and strengthens the whole fish and
wi~dlife program. It creates an assistant secretary of Interior for fish and
wildlife; hitherto wildlife matters have had to compete for the attention of
an assistant secretary over-loaded with all puhlic land ma-::.ters. It retains
the Fish and Wildlife Services headed by a "Commissioner" as an over-all

- - - - -- - ---
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agency, but creates within the service two distinct bureaus, one for commercial
fisheries, the other for sport fisheries and wildlife. It gives the Secretary
of Interior administrative leeway to integrate and coordinate the over-lapping
and related functions pertaining both to fish and wildlife,

Appropriations for Conservation

In the practical and necessary business of securing appropriations,
the National Park Service, skillfully publicizing its Mission 66, continued
to set the pace for increases among conservation agencies. The Service out-
stripped its sister agencies last year with a 40% increase. This year
Congress voted the Park Service $68,020,000 for fiscal year 1956-57, a sum
approximately 52% above the 1955-56 total of $45,029,300 and nearly ~ million
over budget estimates.

The Fish and Wildlife Service got a 33% boost in direct appropri-
ations over last year, climbing to a new high total of $23,516,500,

The Forest Service received a total of $106,898,500 in regular
appropriations for fiscal year 1957. This compares to $93,824,414 last year,

The Soil Conservation Service got a substantial increase for its

small-watersheds program under Public Law 566 - a total of $17k million,
which is about ~52 million more than for fiscal year 1956. For its flood
prevention activities on designated watersheds, an older program, the SCS got
$12 ndllion, an increase of ~2 million.

And Some ~ That Didn' t ~

In addition to the Dinosaur and C. & 0. Canal park bills mentioned
above, these conservation bills were not acted on, or failed of final passage:

The Engle bill to curb excessive military land withdrawals and
require compliance "lith State game and fish laws on military areas. 'l'his is
a significant reform measure growing out of investigations conducted by the
House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. The Committee report on the
measure (House Report NO.2856) is a powerful document, a substantial achieve-
ment in itself. The Engle bill passed the House unanimously in the closing
days but too late for committee clearance and floor action in the Senate.

A bill to establish a 1000-acre national wildlife refugG for the
little herd of Key deer in Florida passed the House, was reported favorably by
the Senate Committee on Interstate and Foreign Comnerce but was not called up
for floor action in the Senate. It is reported that opposition by one or two
landowners and real estate operators in the Florida keys was instrumental in
blocking final passage.

(Taken from Conservation News, organ of the National Wildlife Federation,
Vol.21, No.14, August 1, 1956)

---------- - - -
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NEWS AND NOTES

Back Bay Winter Trip. The qa}e for the Back Bay trip has been set

for December 8. Further details wil~~nounced later, or may be obtained from
C. C. Steirly, Waverly, Virginia.

Pied-billed Grebe in Summer. One was seen on North River, near

Bridgewater by H. G. fiI.Jopson on July 14.

Americ~ ~erganill. Jopson saw a male in flight over Dry River at
lv10ntezuma (3 miles west of Dayton), Rockingham County, June 23. As it fIe..; it
uttered the harsh, guttural 'quack' typical of the species. This observer has
rep~rted the breeding of this species in Rockingham County (The Auk, 1956,
April, p.285).

Late Nest of Yel1o\"r-billed Cuckoo. John F. KUl1dt reports the finding

of a late Yellow-billed Cuckoo nest on September 11, 1956, in a pine forest

near Elberon, Surry County. The nest was five feet above the ground in a

nighbush blueberry. It contained two eggs. The adult remained in the presence
of the observer for some time.

Additional Reports of Red-headed Woodpeckers. Our request for re-

ports on this species 1.as brought in other reports. lJionroeCouper reported
from Waynesboro an adult on September 25 and 28 &1d an immature on October 2,

1955, and an adult on Nay 20 and October 3, 1954. Na."'CCarpenter saw an adult

and two uronatures above Blue Grass, Highland County, September 5, 1956.
Jopson saw a pair excavating a nesting hole on May 31, 1956, at the Paul Craun
farm in Augusta County, 4 miles south of Bridgewater. Young were still in the
nest on July 21.

Late Cliff Swallow Brood. Joshua Womeldorf reported Cliff Swallows
hatching on July 27, 1956, in a nest in thebarnat his farm.

Correction2n Eastern Black-capped Chickadee. In the Raven., Februar,y-
March, 1955, Po42, Murray reported that a chickadee collected in H.ocl:bridge
County on Novembp.r30, 1954, had been identified as the Eastern Black-capped
Chickadee. However, Dr. Alexander Wetmore writes that on re-examination the
specimen should be referred to the Appalachian race, Paru~ atricaplllus
practicus. There are still, therefore,no Virginia specimens except from the
vicinity of Washington.

~ Grosbeaks ~ Blacksburg. Allen J. Stickley, Jr., saw a pair of
Blue Grosbeaksin a weedy field on the V.P.I. College F[~ at Blacksburg on
July 14, 1956. They scolded as if in a nesting area. Severaldays later one
of the wildlife studentssaw at the sane place what he took to be a young
Blue Grosbeak.

------------ - ---
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Audubon Screen Tours at Williamsburg. Dates are as follows:

November 7 "Nild America" Roger T. Peterson

December 10 "Forgotten Country" - Bert Harwell

January 7 "American Birds and Big Game" - Cleveland P. Grant

February 9 UPenguin Sununer" - Olin S. Pettingill

March 29 "~vestern Discovery" Laurel Reynolds

All events at 8:00 P.M. in \'lashington 100, College of vlilliam and
Hary. Season ti ckets, $4.00; Family Season tickets, ~~7"50; single events,
$1.25; children under sixteen, Season, $1.50; singles, 50i. Tickets can be
obtained by mail from Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr., Department of Biology, vlilliam
and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia; or at the door.

- -- - --
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THE NORTHERNVIRGINIA CHAPTER OF THE VSO

By R') Jo Watson

The establishment of a chapter of the Virginia Society of Ornithology
in Northern Virginia stemmed largely from the meeting of the VSO held in
Arlington in 1953. This meeting indicated the existence in this area of a
surprisingly large number of VSO members who had not previously been able to
attend meetings held in other parts of the state. Some of these members,
brought together for the first time, felt that contacts thus established should
be maintained, and that the best way of accomplishing this objective was to
organize a local group of some sort.

Consequently, during late 1953 and early 1954, VSO members in this
area started a program of informal meetings and field trips. The group was
led by ~~. and Mrs. James W. Eike, who threw open their home for meetings and
led most of the field trips. The response to these activities, and the dis-
cussions resulting therefrom, confirmed members in the conclusion that
establishment of an organized group was practicable and desirable') The final
enactment by the VSO (at the 1954 meeting) of bylaws providing for affiliation
of local chapters furnished an additional incentive.

On November 26, 1954, a meeting was held at the Eike residence, at
which the Northern Virginia Chapter of the VSO was officially activated (subject
to later confirmation by the VSO Executive Committee). The meeting was
attended by eleven persons. James W. Eike was elected president and ReJ. Watson
secretary-treasurer. Dues were set at 50i per person (later raised to 75i for
adults, the 50i figure being retained for junior members). Formal approval as
a chapter of the VSO was received from the Executive Committee several months
later.

The establishment of a chapter in this part of Virginia presented a
special problem not likely to be encountered in most other regions of the state.
This was the proximity of the Audubon Society of the District of Columbia, one
of the outstanding local ornithological societies of the country, which draws
members from allover the \1ashington area~ r1embers of the newly formed chapter
at once recognized that they could not, and should not, attempt to compete with
this group but should rather seek to complement it by operating in a different
sphere and by meeting a somewhat different group of needs and objectives.
They decided, therefore, to emphasize the status of the neJ.-Tchapter as a small,
closely knit, informal group, keeping the or~anization as simple as possible
(with no written constitution and a minimtun of officers); to hold meetings in
members' homes, drawing on members to present programs of an infol"IIlal nature,
instead of seeking speakers from outside for formal talks; to emphasize
personal contact as a means of obtaining nelV"members; and to encourage members
to cooperate with the field projects sponsored by the DoCo Audubon Society,
such as the Christmas Bird Count and the spring count in the 7/Jashington area.
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The success of the chapter has shown the wisdom of this policy and
has confirmed the belief that a group organized on these lines could meet a real
need. The thriving condition of the chapter is shown by the membership figures,
which, in less than two years, have climbed from the original 11 to a total of
59 (as of September, 1956). A large part of this success may be ascribed to the
good fortune of the chapter in having among its membership a number of excellent
speakers who have provided outstanding programs. In keeping with the informal
nature of the chapter, the S~le officers have continued to serve since their
election.

Meetings of the chapter are held about once a month from autumn to
spring. Evening meetings, held in mel!lbersl homes, usually feature a short talk
by one of the members on some aspect of his experience in the field of orni-
thology. In addition, frequent outdoor meetings are held, generally in con-
nection with field trips and usually accompanied by some particular feature of
interest, such as a display of banding by one of the active bird !!landers of the
region. Activities of the parent VSO are given full publicity at meetings of
the chapter, and members of the latter are urged to join the VSO. The object
of these meetings is to bring together those ~10 share an interest in bird
study and to seek to stimulate their interest as much as possibleo

One of the objectives of the VSO in adopting its program of local
chapter affiliation was to increase the knowledge of Virginia bird life through
systematic field studies which, it was hoped, would be undertaken by the local
chapters. In this field of activity, it must be admitted, the Northern Virginia
Chapter has faced the same difficulties encountered by any similar group.
These difficulties spring from the inability of most members of the group -
because of lack of time, training, or inclination - to attempt the serious
(and time-consuming) studies necessary for this purpose. However, we have
hopes that some such studies may be undertaken in the near future. In the
meantime the chapter is conducting field trips to nearby areas; is cooperating,
as already described, with the D.Co'Audubon Society in the projects undertaken
by the latter; and is encouraging members to increase their field work and to
contribute their results to journals such as the Atlantic Naturalist or The
lli£!~.. -

-- Arlington, Virginia

- --
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KITTIWAKE (RISSA TRIDACTYLA) AT HUNTING CREEK,
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGIl~IA

By Jackson Mo Abbott

About 9 a.m. on the morning of 28 October 1956, I was standing on the
north shore of the Hunting Creek inlet, about 100 yards west of U.S. route #1.
This is the site which was frequented by an Avocet from the 13th through the
22nd of October andwhere a Curlew Sandpiper had been closely observed and
heard calling by Jim Moran and Joe hersereau on the 16th of October, 1956.

A strong, gusty north wind was blowing and it was overcast. Several
Ring-billed Gulls and Forster's Terns were circling the inlet for food. As the
gulls beat upwind, towards me, one bird which I at first took to be an adult
Ring-bill showed a dark, crescent-shaped patch on the ear coverts behind the
eyes. I inspected the bird more carefully through my 7x50 binoculars and saw
that it's bill was solid, unmarked, greenish-yellow. As the bird drifted past
at a distance of not more than 50 feet I was electrified to see that it had
black feetl Then I noticed that the black ~dng tips were cut straight across,
as if they had been dipped in black paint, and that there were no white spots
visible in the black areas. Obviously this was an adult Kittiwake (Rissa
tridactyla) in winter plumage - which accounts for the dark patch on~ear
coverts. The bird swung past, gaining altitude, and bucking the strong wind,
flew out of sight heading up the Potomac towards the District of Columbia.

Dr. J.J. Murray's "Check-list of the Birds of Virginia" lists two
previous records for the Kittiwake in Virginia, both coastal. One is for a
sick bird (which later died) picked up in Norfolk by Cooper Barefield on
3 January 1953. The second is for a dead bird picked up near Back Bay by
E.K. Stone on 18 January 1953.

- New Alexandria., Virginia

---000---

PRELIHINARY NOTESON A SUSSEX COUHTYHEHONRY

By C. C. Steirly

On March 18, 1956 while exploring that portion of the Blackwater River
which forms the boundary between Sussex and Surry Counties, a number of Great
Blue Herons and American Egrets attracted the writer's attention. The river was
high at the time and further exploration of the area was impossible, thus no
count of the nests could be made. On an April 7 field trip to this area, a
number of herons and egrets were observed carrying sticks to the general area
which still could not be reached owing to the high water. Finally, the water
subsided, and on May 20 the writer was able to get into the area and make an
estimate of the nests. A total of 71 were actually counted and there were no
doubt many more, for COuntil~ was extremely difficult because of the dense

- - - - - -
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foliage which by that time was out in full. t~en a dead tree fell over the noise

frightened virtually all of the adultse A rough estimate of these adults indica-
ted that about two-thirds of them were Great Blue Herons and one-third were

American Egrets. At the tin~ of this visit scores of egg shells of both species

were found on the ground.

This heronry was in a mature bald cypress-tupelo gum swamp forest

through which the Blackwater River runs as a stream normally thirty feet wide.

The ground is generally quite muddy, owing to frequent inundation as the shrub

layer is rather sparse. Old moss covered logs are to be found throughout the
area. In openings created by occasional windthrows the shrub layer and regenera-

tion of tupelo gum, red maple and white ash is fairly well developed.

Most of the nests were placed near the tops of the tallest tupelos

and cypresses. All were of rather flimsy construction and at least six had

fallen to the ground at the time of the r1ay 20 visit.

The heronry is located dO"1l1the Blackwater River about one and a half

miles, follo,dng the meanders of the swamp edge, frOJllthe bridge on Route 603
or about two miles (air line) west of Dendron, in Surry County.

-- Waverly, Virginia

--000.-

WEST:ERN KINGBIRD AT BROOKE, VIRGINIA

By Edwin T. McKnight

We wish to report a sight record of a Western Kingbird on October 20

in our Christmas count area near Brooke, Virginia~ The specific locality is at

Marlboro Point, on the north side of the mouth of Potomac Creek where it runs

into the Potomac River. Marlboro Point forms the east corner of Stafford County.

The bird was examined at leisure with binoculars by all five

observers for 10 or 15 minutes as it perched on a low power wire, also on a

white "horse" fence that encloses a summer cottage overlooking the first bay in

Potomac Creek. Several times it flew down into the grass after insects, much
after the manner of a bluebird, so that a complete description could be obtained.

Points noted were the light gray head and upper breast, darker gray band through

the eye, yellow lower breast and belly~ black tail, narrow white lateral tail
border, and wings darker gray than the back~ Some of us approached to within

perhaps 30 feet when it was perched on the fence, for it was not at all shyo

Four of the five observers had seen this Kingbird in the west, and we were aware

of its rarity in the east so that all of the distinguishing marks were noted.
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In the end, it took to the trees, and when last seen, was attempting

to drive all the MYrtle Warblers out of the tall trees on the point - a rather
ambitious undertaking considering the ab~~dance of }~tle warblers that day.

The observers, all of ~mom got a good look at the bird, were

C.A. Anderson, E.T. McKnight, T.B. Nolan, WoW. Rubey and Robert L. Smith.

--000--

CAGE-REARED 1'lOOD DUCKS l'J~ARUPPffiVILLE, VIRGINIA

By Arthur HJ Fast

For several years, Mr. and Mrs~ vlilliam Gra;yson have reared Wood Ducks

in an outdoor cage on their 500 acre farm near Upperville, Virginia. This out-

door cage is roughly triangular 80' x 60! X 60') 81 high, and contains a pool of

water, In 1956,. they reared approximately 30 ~Jood Ducks, comprising 3 broods.

They put in a request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that 25 of their
total of 37 Wood Ducks be banded - the remaining 12 to be retained as breeders.

The request for banding was referred to Arthur H; Fast of Arlington. How were

the Ducks to be captured for banding? On August 11, Fast, equipped ~dth a dip

net and a teen-a.ge boy to operate it, drove to the Grayson farm. Ralph E.
Lawrence of Washington, D.C., the nature photographer who showed one of his color
films at the Arlington annual meeting of the VoS,O., accompanied the expedition.

On the previous night, Hr. Grayson had captured the Ducks and put them in small

cages; he did not get to bed that night until 3:30 A.h. Thus the 25 birds were
banded without delay, and were released on the farm pond. Some of them swam to

coverj others flew away. Mr. Lawrence took some colored film of the banding
operations and of the release of the Ducks. The Graysons treated all present
to a bountiful lunch. A short visit ended a pleasant and profitable day.

--000--

THE IIffiMMiIS OF SHENANDOAHNATIONAL PARK
A REVIEW

The l-lammals of Shenandoah National Park, by Richard H. Manville.
Illustratedwith color-Cover and many photographs, 69 pages, $1.00, from
Shenandoah Natural History Association, Shenandoah National Park, Luray, Virginia.
This is the second of a seriesof bulletinson the natural history of the Park,
the first having been The List of ~ Birds 0:( the ShenaIldpJ¥.!. National Park, by
Alexander Wetmore. It is an attractive publication,profuselyand beautifully
illustrated, with a cover picture in color of a fawn and with a photograph of
some feature of the scenery of the Park or of one of the mammals on almost every
page. The author, an experienced mammalogist, spent the summerof 1952 as a
seasonalranger in the Park. With a general introduction the nature and habits
of mammals, he then takes up systematically the list of mammals found in the area,

discussingthe status and habits of each species. Within its scope, the bulletin
is admirablydone.

J.J. Murray

------
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!22Z Annual Meeting. At the fall meeting of the Executive Committee
of the VSO, it was decided to hold the 1957 Annual ~eeting on May 3 and 4 at
the Uachapreague Hotel on the Eastern Shorea The VSO has never met across the
Bay, and this should be a most interesting experience. All meetings and meals
will be held in the old hotel, which has such a reputation for good food.
Overnight quarters will be available at nearby motor courts as well as in the
hotel itself. The field trip should be outstanding.

~ Perkins Transferred. The VSO has suffered a great loss in the
transfer of President Jack Perkins from the Back Bay Refuge to the Lacassine
National ~.jildlife Refuge, Lake Arthur, Louisiana. His friends are glad to see
him get this recognition, but regret that it involves his lea.ving Virginia.
He has always been a loyal worker for the VSO. It is largely his work that has
made possible so many pleasant trips for our groups to Back Bay. He has been
for two years the efficient President of our Society, and for many more years
a worker in other capacities. With ~~so Perkins he has been a gracious host
to visitdng members. They will be greatly missed.

Award of ~ Year's Membership in the VSO. An item of interest is the
awarding of a year's membership in the VSO to Stanley E. Heatwole, Pratts Woods,
WaYnesboro, Virginia. The award was presented by l:illiam T. Keeton, Director
of Instruction of the Nature Camp of the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs at
Vesuvius, Virginia. Heatwole was awarded this prize because of his outstanding
work in bird study during the 1956 high school session of the Nature Camp.

--000--

VIRGINIA NOTES

Hog Island Heronry. In June Fred Scott visited the Hog Island
heronry which had been discovered by John Terborgh. He estimated the following
number of nests: American Egret, 10; Snowy Egret, 500; Little Blue Heron, 60;
Louisiana Heron, 400; Black-crowned Night Heron, 50~

Pied-billed ~ in the Valley J-n July. On July 14, 1956, H.G.H.
Jopson saw a Pied-billed Grebe on North River at Bridgewater. This is a
noteworthy date.

Canada Geese ~ Hampton. I.Jos. L.1'1. Hachen saw 14 Canada Geese in
Hampton Creek, Hampton, from April to July. One pair had four goslings;
another pair had two.

-----
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American Mer~anser in the Valley in June. Jopson saw a male American
Merganser in flight over Dry River at l1ontezuma, Rockingham CountYj three miles
west of Dayton, on June 23, 1956. It uttered the harsh, guttural 'quack'
typical of the species. This is near where he had seen a female with young on
May 30, 1953 (Cf. The Auk, 1956, 285).--

Hawk Count. Max Carpenter spent the mornings of September 22 and 23
on High Knob, in the Shenandoah Mountains, watching hawks. The counts were
small. On September 22, from 8:30 to 1:30, cloudy 20 m.p.h. west 1and:
Cooper's Hawk, 1; unidentified Buteo, 1; Osprey, 1. On September 23, 9 to 12:30,
hazy, filmy clouds, 25-30 m.p.h. west 1rind: Turkey Vulture, 14; unidentified
hawks, 16.

Marsh ~ at Hog Islando In June, while on the visit to the Hog
Island heronry mentioned above, Scott says that he wanderedinto the territory
of a pair of apparently nesting Harsh Hawl<:s. They were right behind t he outer
dunes. The enraged hawks dive-bombedhimo

Soras Killed Bz Wires. On Septe~IDer18, following a night with a
cold front moving in and rather strong winds, Romie Waterfield found an
estimated75 Soras dead along the Sandbridge road, near Back Bay Refuge. The
birds were presumably killed by flying into telephone and power lines.

Curlew Sand i er at Alexandria: New Bird for the Hypothetical List.
Joseph Mersereau 3218 vlisconsin Avenue, N:17:", Hashington 16, D.C.) writesthat
in company with Mrs. Nersereau and Hr. and hrs. James Moran he saw a Curlew
Sandpiper (Erolia Testoceo (Pallos» at Hunting Creek, Alexandria, Virginia,

on October 16, 1956. He at first passed it up as a Red-backed Sandpiper, but
Mr. Moran, who had had experience "~th Curlew Sandpiper in Massachusetts, pointed
out that its bill was down-curved throughout its length and that the rump was
white. Its long legs and slender head and neck distinguishedit from the
t~ite-rumped Sandpiper. This makes a new reCOl~ for the hJ~othetical section
of our Virginia list.

Northern Phalarope. Jack Perkins fO\U1da dead Northern Phalarope on
the Sandbridge road, near Back Bay, on September 18, at the same place where
the Soras mentioned above were found. It seemed to have been killed in the
same way. It and two of the Soras were donated to the Norfolk Museum.

Pomarin~ Jae~er. On June 7, 1956, Jack Perkins picked up a sick
Pomarine Jaeger on the beach at Back BaJr. It ivas donated to the Norfolk
Museum. On September22, Romie lJaterfield,who had seen the first jaeger, saw
another in flight along the beach at Back Bay.

Ground Dove. Charles Perkinsfounda deadGround Dove, which had
apparently flown intO the clothes line, at the Back Bay Headquarters on
June 21, 1956. It also ",as presented to the Norfolk Museum. It is the second
specimen and the fifth record for Virginia.
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Late Nest of Yellow-billed Cuckooo C.C. Steirly states that John F.
Kundt foun~l~nest of the YeliOW-billed Cuckoo with two eggs near Elberon
in Surry County. The nest was five feet above the ground in a highbush blue-
berry in a pine forest. The adult remained in the presence of the observer for
some time.

~ Ruby-throated Hummingbird ~ Lexington~ J.J. Hurray sa\'f a very
late Ruby-throated Hummingbird in his yard at Lexington on November 12, 1956.
The bird appeared suddenly at a patch of Nicotiana i1.o\'lers, paused to feed at
only two or three flowers, and then darted svdftly away. So far as has been
discovered, this is the only November record in the United states north of the
Gulf States. There is a record at New Orleans on November 10 In fact, the
only November record for Florida given in either Howell (Florida ~ Life,
po 265) or Sprunt' s revision of Howell is for November 7, 1914. Howell states
that in Florida it is "a not uncommon winter resident in the southern part, and
rarely as far Borth as Orlando." There are three Decehlber records in South
Carolina (Sprunt, South Carolina Bird Lif~, p~323). There is a December record
in North Carolina (Pearson and the Brimleys, Uirds 2.£ North Carolina, p.21l).
Winter records in Louisiana are few (Lowery, Lcuisi~~a Birds, p.339).

~-.headed Woodpeckero Scott states that there are an encouraging
number of recent occurrences around Richmond~ RoJ. Hatson reports one at
Arlington on May 6; Hrs~ CoLe Burgess saw one at Lynchburg on 1-1ay10 and May 22;
and Jopson observed young in a nest hole in AUGusta County, just over the county
line from Bridgewater, on June 30, and still there on July 21.

Cliff Swallow. Joshua 1'Jomeldorf found young hatching in a late nest
on his barn on July 27.

Nest £f \vorm-eating ;.larbler ~ Deerfield~ Mrs. H.J. Perry of Staunton
saw a nest of the Worm-eating Warbler with three eggs near Deerfield, Augusta
County, in July, 1955~ The eggs hatched successfully.

Brewer's Blackbird at Princess Anne Courthouse. P.S. Dulaney of
Portsmouth reports seeing aboUt 50 Bre\'ler's Blackbirds in a flock with a few
Redwings, Cowbirds, and Starlings at Princess Anne Courthouse on November 16,
1956. He spent about twenty minutes watching them at close range, noting the
greenish cast on the body and the purplish heado

Evening Grosbeak. Mrs. UoJ. Perry states that there was an unusual
visitation of Evening Grosbeaks at Staunton in the spring of 1956, the birds
arriving on January 22, reaching a peak of 20, and the last two pairs leaving
on May 1.

Correction. In the report of Evening Grosbeaks in the May-June, 1956,
issue of The Raven, it was stated that 21 of these birds were seen at Belle-
haven, on the Eastern Shore. Fred Scott advises the Editor that the place was
probably not the Bellehaven of the Eastern Shore, but a locality so called
near Washington.

~ - - - - -- - - - --
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Oregon Junco ~ Falls flli!!:..~h: ~he.!: New Bird for the Hypothetical
~o In the ~tlantic Naturalist, VololO, NOo5, May-August, 1955, Po278,
Dr. Edwin G. Davis writes: IIl>1rs. Lucile N. Still Is feeder in Falls Church has
been frequented for several months by a junco with pinkish sides and a gray
head vmich contrasts sharply with the bacl<:. A check \ri.th skins has convinced
several observers including your reporter that the bird is a race of lTunco
oreganus and, as such, is a first Virginia record. Unfortunately, it has not
proved possible to entice the bird into a banding trap, and the record must
remain hypothetical." Arthur H. Fast has been trying, but without success,
to get further information.

- -
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Gordonsville, Va.

Warrenton, Va.

Oakton, Va.
Richmond, Va.

Washington, 11, D.C.

Peters burg, Va.

Lynchburg, Va.
Washington 7, D.C.
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Box 952 Pulaski, Va.

Box 74
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lll~ Park St.
6571 Roosevelt Ave.,S.£.
U.S. National Museum
6571 Roosevelt Ave.,S.E.
901 ~iest Cedar St.
6712 Kensington, Ave.
2939 Rivermont Ave.
35 Hill St.
Room20g N & 11Bldg.
Gaskin Rd., RFDli13
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Box 175
33g Monticello Ave.
33g Honticello Ave.
Box 6g2
1201 Langhorne Rd.
3716 Brookside Rd.

4204 Stonewall Ave.

721 Tazewell Ave.
3401 Brook Rd.

Bluefield, Va.
Richmond 27, Va.
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Johnson, G.B.
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Lehmann, N~R. (S)
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R.F.D. 3
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l\it. View Ave.
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Harwick, Va.
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Bridgewater,Vao
Hampton, Va.
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Alexandria, Va.
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Roanoke 14, Va.
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Norfolk 7, Va.
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Ivy, Va.
Sweet Briar, Va.
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Clifton Forge, Va.
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Alexandria, Va.
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Richmond, Va.
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Hampton, Va.
Fairfax, Va.
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Richmond 26, Va.
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Charlottesville, Va.
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1031 Hindsor Ave., S.1,i.
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Fish & Wildlife Service
1916 R Sto, NoVJ0
RFD 3
6 ~Vhite st.
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Roanoke, Va.
Roanoke, Va.
Alexandria, Va.
Gordonsville, Va,
Richmond 24, Va.
Blacksburg, Va.
Hashington, D.C.
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904 St. Lawrence Ave.
3417 Hawthorne Ave.
h315 Fauquier Ave.
R.F.D. 2
R.F.Do 2
R.F.D. 2
Museumof Zoology, L.S.
3709 Pacific Ave.

Norfolk 6, Va.
Richmond, Va.
Richmond, Va.
tairfax, Va.
Fairfax, Va.
Fairfax, Va.

Univ., Baton Rouge 3, La.
Virginia Beach, Va.
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1368 E. Ocean View Ave.
143 Patterson Ave4
115 Kennondale Lane
115 KennonLlale Lane
812 Gardner Sto
PeOo Box 249
Box 115
Rto 3, Box 51-A
Dept. of Botany,
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Box 214
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Richmond 26, Va.
Richmond 26, Va.
Clifton Forge, Va.
Bon Air, Va.
Dahlgren, Va.
Harrisonburg, Va.
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Hampton, Va.
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Blacksburg, Va.
Williamsburg, Va.
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Ellerson, Va.
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Waverly, Va.
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S~lver Spring, Md.
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Gladys, Va.
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Lockhaven
1020 North Shore Rd.
RFD 2, Box 492
5206 Bassett Ave.

Norfolk 5, Va,
Norfolk 5, Va.
Lynchburg, Va.
Richmond 25, Va.
Casanova, Va.
Salem, Va.Box 765

412 South Stewart St. \vinchester, Va.

Chincoteague N;aH,
Bay Colony
1337 22nd St.
Box 22
6323 Ridgewa;y Rd.
6323 Ridgeway Rdo

Refuge Chincoteague, Va.
Virginia Beach, Va.
Ne'wport Nev.'6, Va.
Salem, Va.
Richmond, Va.
Richmond, Va.

787 E. Clark Pl. Orange, N.J.
2330 Sanford Aveo,S.1,.i. Roanoke, Va.

Box 1758 Richmond 14, Va.
North Shore Point Norfolk 5, Va.
1116 E. hain St. Danville, Va.
1116 E. hain St. Danville, Va.
Presquile N~ Refuge, Rt.2,Chester, Va.
4310 Spring Hill Ave. Richmond 25, Va.
1023 D St. Harrisonburg, Va.
912 N. \Jayne St. Arlington 1, Va.
Box 64, Parkview Harrisonburg, Va.
20 \.:est Aveo Hellsboro, Pa.
219 No. Royal st. Alexandria, Va.
3720 Brookside Rd. Richmond 25, Va.
1816 Winston Rd.. Charlottesville, Va.
Smithsonian Institution Washington, D.C.
225 Pear Ave. Newport News, Va.
1023 D St. Harrisonburg, Va.
196 Huron St. L~rnchburg, Va.
2949 Rivermont Ave. Lynchburg, Va.
Randolph Liacon 1Joman's ColI., Lynchburg, Va.
145 N. Princeton Circle Lynchburg, Va.
Rt. 10, Box 309 Richmond,24, Va.
Box 307 Bedford, Va.
1016 University Dr. Alexandria, Va.
Rt. 5, Box 25 Lexington, Va.
Rt. 2, Box 150 Warrenton, Va.
1229 "lindsor Ave. Richmond 27, Va.
862 Hain St. Danville, Va.

- - -----
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INDEX TO VOLUMETWENTY-Sh-vEN-1956

(Compiled by Charles and Norma Steirly)

Abbott, J.~l. - "Glossy Ibis in Fairfax County, Virginiall - 4l
Abbott, J.M" - "Field Trip to Hollis Harsh Heronry" - 59
Abbott, J.M. - "Kittiwake at Hunting Creek, Alexandria, Virginia"- 69

"Annual Heeting Field Trip, 1956"- 35
"1tnnual Meeting Report, 1956" - 32
Avocet - 17

Back Bay, Christmas Count of -3
"Back Bay Trip of 1955" -24
"Bald Eagle Survey" - 27
Baldpa~~e .- 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13
Big Flat M:'tl:1tain, Christmas Count of -12
BittArn; PJ~~rican - 2, 3, 8, 9
Bla-;,~:bird, Brewer t s - 74
Blackbird, Red-winged -2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 15, 17
Bla~kbird, Rusty - 2, 5, 7, 10, 12, 14
Bla.::~~sburg~Christmas Count of -14
Blueuird - 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15
"Blue Ridge Foray of 1956i1 - 56
Bobwhite - 2, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14
Brant - 2, 3, 21
"Breeding Bird Census" - 50
Brooke, Christmas Count of - 8
"Brown-headed Nuthatch, ANote on Food Habits ofn - 40
Bufflehead - 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
Bunting, Snow- 7

...

Canvasback - 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 13, 14
Cardi.nal - 2, 4, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14, 15
Cai:,~')lrd- 2, 6, 9
Ch~"lottesville, Christmas Count of - 11
Chas8 City Bird Sanctuary - 16
Chesapeake Bay, Christmas Count of - 3
Chickadee, Black-capped- 10, 13, 14, 64
Chickadee, Carolina - 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
Chincoteague, Christmas Count of - 2
Cobb Island, Christmas Count of - 3
Conservation Notes - 28
Coot - 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 13, 15, 21
Cormorant, Double-crested - 3, 5, 7
Cowbird .. 2, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 15
Creeper, Brown- 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
Crossbill, Red - 58
Crow, Common- 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15
Crow, Fish - 2,4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 13
Cuckoo, Yellow-billed - 64, 74
Curlew, Hudsonian - 60
Curlew, Long-billed - 40
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Dove:, Ground - 73
Dove, Mourning - 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15
Dowitcher, Long-billed - 2
Duck,Black - 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9,
Duck,Ring-necked- 2, 3, 5, 7,
Duck,Ruddy- 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9,
Duck, Wood- 5, 7, 10, 11, 71
Dumont, Philip and J .N. Abbott - "Iceland Gull at Alexandria,

Virginia" - 43

10, 11, 12, 13, 21
8, 10, 13
11,14

Eagle, Bald - 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10
Eagle, Golden - 16
"Eastern Glossy Ibis in Surry County" - 42
Egret, American - 2, 59, 70, 72
Egret, Cattle - 40, 45
Egret, Snowy - 59, 72
"Evening Grosbeaks in Richmond, Virginia" - 44

Falcon, Peregrine - 2, 3
Fast, Arthur - "Cage-reared Wood Ducks Near Upperville, Virginia" - 71
"Field Notes From A Trip to the Eastern Shore" - 42
Finch, Purple - 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13
Flicker, Yellow-shafted - 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 15
Flycatcher, Acadian - 51, 56
Fort Belvoir, Christmas Count of - 10

Gadwall - 2, 5, 7, 10, 13, 43, 59
Gallinule, Florida -40
Gannet - 3, 5, 21, 43
Glade Springs, Christmas Count of -41
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gr~ - 8, 9, 17
Goldeneye- 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 14
Goldfinch - 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 15
Goose, Blue - 3, 10
Goose, Canada - 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 14, 72
Goose, Snow- 2, 3, 10
Grackle, Boat-tailed - 2
Grackle, Purple - 2, 5, 6, 7, 14, 15
Grosbeak, Blue - 64
Grosbeak, Evening - 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 24, 44, 46, 74
Grosbeak, Pine - 26
Grebe, Horned - 2, 3, 5, 7, 10, 21
Grebe, Pied-billed - 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 21, 64, 72
Grebe, Red-necked - 2
Grouse, Ruffed - 12, 13, 14
Gull, Bonaparte - 4, 7, 21
Gull, Great Black-backed - 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 21
Gull, Glaucous - 40
Gull, Herring - 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 21
Gull, Iceland - 26, 40, 42, 43
Gull, Laughing - 5, 60
Gull, Ring-billed - 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 21
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Hawk, Broad-winged - 57
Hawk, Cooper's - 2, 3, 6, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 73

Hawk, ~~r8h - 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 25, 7.3

Hawk, Pigeon - 3, 5, 7, 14, 25

Hawk; Red-shouldered"- 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 14

Hawk, Red-tailed - 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15
Hawk, Rough-legged - 5, 9
Hawk, Sharp-shinned - 2, 3, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14

Hawk, Sparrow - 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15

Hawkins,Leigh - "VSOAnnual Heeting Field Trip, 1956" -35
Heron, Blackcrowned Night - 2, 5, 59, 72
Heron, Great Blue - 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 59, 70
Heron, Green - 59
Heron, Little Blue - 2, 3, 5, 59, 72
Heron, Louisiana - 2, 72
Hog Island Refuge, Christmas Count of - 8
"Hollis Marsh Heronry, Field Trip to" - 59
Hopewell, Christmas Count of - 10
Hummingbird, Ruby-throated - 51, 74

Ibis, Glossy - 40, 41, 42
Ibis, Wood - 26, 40, 45
"Iceland Gull at Alexandria, Virginia" - 43

Irvine, JoM. - "Field Notes From a Trip to the Eastern Shore" -42

Jaeger, Parasitic - 42
Jaeger, Pomarine - 73
Jay, Blue - 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15

Junco, Oregon - 75
Junco, Slate-colored - 2, 5, 7, 8, 10, 13, 15, 58

Killdeer - 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 45
Kingbird, Western - 70
Kingfisher, Belted - 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12

Kinglet, Golden-crowned - 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14
Kinglet, Ruby-crowned - 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14
Kittiwake - 69

Lark, Horned - 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
"Least Tern Nesting on Lower James Hiver" - 54
Lexington, Christmas Count 0 f - 13
Little Creek, Christmas Count of - 4
Loon, Common- 2, 3, 9, 14, 21
Loon, Red-throated - 2, 3, 5, 21

Mallard - 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15

"Mammals of Shenandoah National Park, A Review" - 71
McAtee, W.L" - "Birds of the New Found Eden, 1735" -15
McKnight, E. T. "- "Western Kingbird &t Brooke, Virginia" - 70
Meadowlark - 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14
Merganser, American -3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 64, 73
Merganser, Hooded - 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14

Merganser, Red-breasted - 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 21

Mockingbird - 2, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15

Murr8\V,J.J. - "W. EdwinHiller, Good li'riend" - 37

-- ~ - -
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Newport News, Christmas Count of - 7
Norfolk County, Christmas Count of - 6
"Northern Virginia Chapter of the VSOII - 67

IINotes From Pine Ridge" - 57

Nuthatch, Brown-headed - 2, 4, 7, 8, 40

Nuthatch, Red-breasted - 2, 8, 9, 10, 11,

Nuthatch, vfuite-breasted - 2, 4, 5, 7, 9,

12, 14, 57

11, 12, 13, 14

Old Squaw - 2, 3, 5, 7, 2l

Oriole, Baltimore - 8, 9, 10, 45
Ovenbird - 51

Owl, Barn - 9

Owl, Barred - 4, 9, 10, 13

Owl, Great-horned - 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15
Owl, Screech -4,14

Oystercatcher - 25, 60

Peacock, Mrs. Elizabeth D. - "Notes From Pine Ridge" - 57
Peewee, Wood - 54

Pelican, Brown - 40

Perkins, Jack Eo - "Recent Changes at the Back Bay Refuge" - 38
Phalarope, Northern - 73
Pheasant, Ring-necked - 17, 45

Phoebe, Eastern -"4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
Pintail - 2, 3, 5, 9, 10, 13, 15
Pipit - 2, 4, 5, 7

Plover, Black-bellied - 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
"Preliminary Notes on a Sussex County Heronry" - 69

Rail, Black - 40

Rail, Clapper - 2, 8
Rail, King - 4, 6 "

Raven - 12, 13, 14, 56

"Recent Changes at the Back Bay Refuge" - 38

Redhead - 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 14
"Red-headed \'Joodpecker Reports, 1955" - 27
Roanoke, Christmas Count of - 14

Robin - 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15
Rockingham County, Christmas Count of - 13

Sanderling - 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
Sandpiper, Bairds - 60

II , Curlew - 73
II , Least - 2, 4
" , Pectoral - 4
" , Purple - 5
" , Red-backed - 2, 3,
" , Semi-palmated - 2,
" , Spotted - 14

" , Western - 3
Sapsucker - 4, 6J 7, 8, 9,12,

Scaup, Greater - 2, 3, 5 .

Scaup,Lesser- 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 21

5, 7
4

13, 14

-- --
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Scoter, American- 2, 3, 5, 7, 21
Scoter, Surf -2, 3, 5, 7, 21
Scoter, White-winged- 2, 3, 5, 7, 21
Scott, F.R. - "Variations in Late December Counts of vlater Birds

in Chesapeake Bay" - 20
Scott, F.R. - "Least Terns Nesting in Lower James River" - 54
Scott, F.R. - "VSO Swmner"Field Trip to Vlachapreague" - 60
Shrike, Loggerhead - 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15
Shrike, Migrant - 13
Shoveller - 2, 9, 10
Siskin, Pine - 5, 6, 7; 9, 10, 14
Snipe, Wilson's - 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14
Sora -73
Sparrow; Chipping - 4, 6

" i Field - 2, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14, 15
" i Fox- 2, 6, 8, 11, 14
" , Hens1ow's-2
" , House - 2, 5, 9, 12, 14, 15
" , Ipswich-3, 4, 7
" , Lark - 18, 26
" , Lincoln's -4, 5, 6
" I Savannah -2, 6, 8, 11, 13
" ; Seaside - 5
" ; Sharp-tailed- 2, 3, 5
" ; Song- 2,. 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14
" I Swamp- 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 14
If i Tree - 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14
" i Vesper -2, 56
" , Hhite-crowned- 4,"9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 43
" , \'lhite-throated- 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 58

Spratley, Mary N. .. "Evening Grosbeaks in Richmond, Virginia" - 44
Starling -2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 12, 15
Steirly, C.C. - ""-linterBird-PopulationStudy"- 23
Steir1y, C.C. - "TheBackBayTrip of 1955"- 24
Steirly, C.C. -"A Note on the Food Habits of the Brown-headed

Nuthatch"- 40
Steirly, C.C. - "Eastern Glossy Ibis in Surry County" -42
Steirly, C.C. - "Breeding Bird Census" - 50
Steirly, C.C. - "1956 Blue Ridge Foray" - 56
Steir1y, C.C. - "Preliminary Notes on a Sussex County Heronry" -69
Swallow, Cliff - 64, 74
Swallow, Tree - 7
Swallow, 1Jhis t1ing - 2, 3, 8
Sweet Briar, Christmas Count of - 12

Tanager, Summer - 46
Teal, Blue-winged- 2, 5, 11, 42
Teal, Green-winged- 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 25

--
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Tern, Forster's - 21, 60
Tern, Least - 54
Tern, Rpyal ... 2l
Titmouse - 2, 4, 5, 7, 8,'9, 10,11,12, 13, 51
Thrasher, Brown - 2, 5, 6, 7
Thrush, Hermit - 2, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15
Thrush, 11/cod- 54, 56
Towhee, Red-eyed - 2, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 51
Turkey - 10

Unusual Virginia Records - 26

"Variations in Late Decer.1berCounts of ~Jater Birds in Chesapeake

Bay" - 20

Veery - 56

Vireo, Blue-headed - 56
Vireo, Red--eyed - 51

Vireo, White-eyed - 54

Vulture, Black.. 3,5,6,"7,9:; 10, 11, 12, 13

Vulture, T~rkey - 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13

''Wachapreague, VSO Sununer Field Trip to" - 60

Warbler; Black-throated Blue - 56

" I Cc>.nada- 56
; Hooded - 51

, ~~rtle - 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14
; Orange-crowned - 4, 11

, Palm (Yellow) - 4, 5, 6,'10

, Pine - 2., 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 51 .

, "lorm-eating - 74

, Yellow-thro ated - 54
Warren, Christmas Count of - 11
vvatson,R.J. - "The 195.6VSO Annual lVleeting"- 32
lvatson,R~J. - liTheNorthern Virginia Chapter of the VSOII- 67
Waterthrush, Louisiana - 56
Waverly, Christmas Count of - 7
vla.x:wing,Cedar - 2, 5, 7, 8, il, 12, 13

'IVlinterBird-Population Study" - 23

Woodcock - 4, 5, 7

Woodpecker, Downy - 2; 4, 5; 6, 7, 8, 9, 11,-12, 54

II ; Hai~y - 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14, 54

II , Pileated - 4,5,6,7,8, il, 12, 13,14,15
" ; Red-bellied - 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 14, 54

II , Red-headed - 5, 9, 10, 13, 14, 27, 64, 74

Bewick's - 8; 11

Carolina - 2; 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 51

, House - 2, 4, 8, 10, 11
11 ; Long-billed Marsl: - 6
II , Short-billed Marsh.:.2, 4, 5, 6, 7
II , Winter - 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14

"lren,

~'/ren;"

Yellowlegs, Greater - 2, 4, 5
Yel1owlegs, Lesser - 2

Yellowthroat - 4, 8


	Main Menu
	Search
	Quick Start Guide
	About The VSO
	About The CCB
	Vol. 1 1930
	Vol. 2 1931
	Vol. 3 1932
	Vol. 4 1933
	Vol. 5 1934
	Vol. 6 1935
	Vol. 7 1936
	Vol. 8 1937
	Vol. 9 1938
	Vol. 10 1939
	Vol. 11 1940
	Vol. 12 1941
	Vol. 13 1942
	Vol. 14 1943
	Vol. 15 1944
	Vol. 16 1945
	Vol. 17 1946
	Vol. 18 1947
	Vol. 19 1948
	Vol. 20 1949
	Vol. 21 1950
	Vol. 22 1951
	Vol. 23 1952
	Vol. 24 1953
	Vol. 25 1954 
	Vol. 26 1955
	Vol. 27 1956
	No. 1 & 2 January - February
	Contents
	Virginia Christmas Bird Counts - 1955
	Birds of the "Neu-gefundenes Eden", 1737
	Chase City Bird Sanctuary
	Notes and News
	Nest-record Cards
	Golden Eagle
	Ring-necked Pheasant
	Avocet
	Blue-gray Gnatcatcher in Winter
	Giant Redwing Blackbird, A New Race for Virginia
	Grackles and Starlings
	Evening Grosbeaks
	Pine Grosbeaks
	Lark Sparrow


	No. 3 & 4 March - April
	Contents
	Variation in Late December Counts of Water Birds in Chesapeake Bay
	Winter Bird-population Study: Bottomland Hardwood Forest
	The Back Bay Trip of 1955
	Unusual Virginia Records
	1955 Red-headed Woodpecker Reports
	Bald Eagle Survey
	Conservation Notes
	Danger at Parramore Island
	1956-57 Federal Duck Stamp Design
	Eight Young Whooping Cranes Aid Survival Fight
	Will Oil and Wildlife Mix?
	Scouts get $50,000 for Conservation
	New Booklet, "Our Endangered Wildlife"
	National Park Service Launches "Mission 66"


	No. 5 & 6 May - June
	Contents
	The 1956 VSO Annual Meeting
	VSO Annual Meeting Field Trip, 1956
	W. Edwin Miller: Good Friend
	Recent Changes to the Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge
	A Note on the Food Habits of the Brown-headed Nuthatch
	Glossy Ibis in Fairfax County, Virginia
	Eastern Glossy Ibis in Surry County
	Field Notes from a Trip to Eastern Shore
	Iceland Gull at Alexandria, Virginia
	Evening Grosbeaks in Richmond, Virginia
	Virginia Notes
	Jack Perkins and the Emporer Penguin
	Cattle Egret
	Wood Ibis
	Ring-necked Pheasant
	Killdeer
	Baltimore Oriole and Aged Slate-colored Junco at Arlington
	Summer Tanagers on Apartment Window Feeder in Arlington
	Evening Grosbeaks, 1955-1956

	Conservation News
	New VSO Members

	No. 7, 8, & 9 [Corrected] July - September
	Contents
	Breeding Bird Census
	Least Terns Nesting on Lower James River
	1956 Blue Ridge Foray
	Notes from Pine Ridge
	Field Trip to Hollis Marsh Heronry
	VSO Summer Field Trip to Wachapreague
	The 84th Congress and Conservation
	News and Notes
	Back Bay Winter Trip
	Pied-billed Grebe in Summer
	American Merganser
	Late Nest of Yellow-billed Cuckoo
	Additional Reports of Red-headed Woodpeckers
	Late Cliff Swallow Brood
	Correction on Eastern Black-capped Chickadee
	Blue Grosbeaks at Blacksburg
	Audobon Screen Tours at Williamsburg


	No. 10, 11, & 12 October - December
	Contents
	The Northern Virginia Chapter of the VSO
	Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) at Hunting Creek, Alexandria, Virginia
	Preliminary Notes on a Sussex County Heronry
	Western Kingbird at Brooke, Virginia
	Cage-reared Wood Ducks near Upperville, Virginia
	The Mammals of Shenandoah National Park: A Review
	News
	1957 Annual Meeting
	Jack Perkins Transferred
	Award of a Year's Membership in the VSO

	Virginia Notes
	Hog Island Heronry
	Pied-billed Grebe in the Valley in July
	Canada Geese at Hampton
	American Merganser in the Valley in June
	Hawk Count
	Marsh Hawk at Hog Island
	Soras Killed by Wires
	Curlew Sandpiper at Alexandria: New Bird for the Hypothetical List
	Northern Phalarope
	Pomarine Jaeger
	Ground Dove
	Late Nest of Yellow-billed Cuckoo
	Late Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Lexington
	Red-headed Woodpecker
	Cliff Swallow
	Nest of Worm-eating Warbler near Deerfield
	Brewer's Blackbird at Princess Anne Courthouse
	Evening Grosbeak
	Correction
	Oregon Junco at Falls Church: Another New Bird for the Hypothetical List

	Members of the VSO
	Index to Volume Twenty-seven - 1956


	Vol. 28 1957
	Vol. 29 1958
	Vol. 30 1959
	Vol. 31 1960
	Vol. 32 1961
	Vol. 33 1962
	Vol. 34 1963

	Vol. 35 1964
	Vol. 36 1965

	Vol. 37 1966
	Vol. 38 1967
	Vol. 39 1968
	Vol. 40 1969
	Vol. 41 1970
	Vol. 42 1971
	Vol. 43 1972
	Vol. 44 1973
	Vol. 45 1974

	Vol. 46 1975

	Vol. 47 1976
	Vol. 48 1977
	Vol. 49 1978
	Vol. 50 1979
	Vol. 51 1980
	Vol. 52 1981
	Vol. 53 1982
	Vol. 54 1983
	Vol. 55 1984

	Vol. 56 1985
	Vol. 57 1986
	Vol. 58 1987
	Vol. 59 1988
	Vol. 60 1989
	Vol. 61 1990
	Vol. 62 1991
	Vol. 63 1992
	Vol. 64 1993
	Vol. 65 1994
	Vol. 66 1995
	Vol. 67 1996
	Vol. 68 1997
	Vol. 69 1998
	Vol. 70 1999
	Vol. 71 2000
	Vol. 72 2001
	Vol. 73 2002
	Vol. 74 2003
	Vol. 75 2004
	Vol. 76 2005



