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THE 1954 BIUE RIDGE FORAY RiIFPORT

By Paul S. Favour, Jr., and F.R. Scott

For the third consecutive year, the ‘Skyland -~ Big l‘eadows area of
Shenandoah National Park was the setting for the VSO's Blue Ridge Foray,
held in 1954 on June 18 and 19 and attended by 29 persons.

Situated in the northern paet of Virginia, Shenandoah National Park
encompasses & 70 mile stretch of the well-known Blue Ridge, a range extending
some 550 miles in its entirety from southern Pennsylvenia to northern Georgia
and forming the easternmost principal range of the Southern Appalachians.
Within and visible from the Park is to be found some of the most outstanding
scenery in the eastern United States.

The Skyland - Big }eadows portion of Shenandoah National Park, covered
during the Foray, is a rugged, mountainous area roughly ten miles long by
eight miles wide which varies in elevation from 1000 to 4000 feet. Here the
mountains are composed chiefly of ancient igneous rocks - granites and granitic
gneisses which are capped along the main ridge crest and on certain lower
slopes by Catoctin greenstone, a very hard, fine-grained rock formed from
metamorphosed lava flows. The forest growth which blankets the summits and
slopes is mainly second-growth mixed hardwood, with either red or chestnut oak
greatly predominant. Variations in the vegetative cover occur in the form of
open or brushy meadowlands, in relatively small stands of coniferous trees =-
hemlock, pine and fir - and in one swampy area., Because of its numerous
natural features of especial interest, its network of connecting trails, »nd
its lodge, cottage, and campground facilities, this section from Skylend -
to Big lMeadows is generally considered to be the Park's center of interest
and activity.

As in the two previous years, headquaters for the Foray were at
Skyland, the Park's largest concession unit with facilities for accommodating
over 200 persons. lost of the group arrived in time on the 17th to attend
Favour's illustrated talk on the scenery and natural historv of the Park.

The Foray program consisted of six scheduled trips for those
interested in accompanying one of the park naturalists to observe not only
the birdlife but also the scenery and plant life of interest; the more
intensive habitat investigations which were handled by Scott; and an additional
evening program by Max Carpenter who showed & number of wildlife films.

On Friday morning, the 18th, trips were led concurrently to Thiseoak
Canyon and Dark Hollow, with each person taking his choice. This resulted in
the advantage of smaller groups and in additional territory covered. Friday
afterncon saw the entire group teke the scheduled 38-mile auto tour from
Skylend (3600 ft.) down the 01d Rag Fire Road to Syria (600 ft.) at the east
base of the Bluep Ridge; thence up the east slope nagain via the Rapidan Fire
Road to Big l"eadows; and finally back to Skyland over the Skyline Drive.
Stops were made at various elevations to sample the bird life., The trip
served to demonstrate more completely the topographical characteristics of the
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Blue Ridge and its attendant influence on the distribution of certain species.,

Two mountain-top trips were offered Saturdey morning. One group
climbed to the summit of 4,049-foot Hawksbill to find there with its stand
of balsam firs the nearest approach in the Park to the Canadian Life Zone.
The second group ascended 4,010-foot Stony Man immediately adjacent to
Skyland., The final trip of the Foray Saturday afternoon went to the Big
Meadows area with its combination of open meadow, brush and swamp habitats
all in close proximity.

In all of these field trips, particular emphasis was given to the
obtaining of complete nesting data on all nests found during the course of
the Foray. The group's contribution to this effort was the recording of
nests or other breeding data for 23 species.

1954 foray 3Register

Mre. and Lirs. '+ Gerald Akers Norfolk

Betty Atwood Virginia Beach

lrses HeCe Bentley r1lerson

Bill Bentley Zllerson

Mr. and Mrs. Se.ls Breneiser Norfolk

Buddy Brown Richmond

lMax Carpenter Dayton

Paul Favour Shenandoah National Park
Frederic Re Freund Richmond

lMike Griffin Norfolk

Deie Hoffmagter

Jimmy Oglesby

Mr. and Iirg. Jack L. Perkins
Mauvine and Charles Perkins

Shenandoah National Park
Virginia Beach
Virginia Beach
Virginia Beach

Tom Pretlow Warrenton
Gertrude Prior Sweet Briar
WoeI'e Rountrey Norfolk

F,Re Scott Richmond

Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Spencer Charlottesville
Mr., and Mrs. J.Be. Spratley FEllerson

Paul 3Sykes Norfolk

R.L. Stevens Arlington

Habitat Investigations

Attempts were made to investizate three definite types of habitats
on the three mornings of the Foray. These field trips differed from
regular "bird listing™ in that only the following birds were counted: (1) those
in the specific study area, (2) male birds of pairs, and (3) birds apparently
breeding in the study area at the time of study. The birds are listed in the
order of their relative abundance, and the figures shown are the actual
number of males counted.
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These surveys differ from formal breeding-bird censuses in that they
were mede in one field trip each, instead of a number of trips, and no at-
tempt was made to calculaote densities of the various populations.

Area no.l. North Slope of Hawksbill Nountain (3600 feet) June 18.
Steep, rough, wooded mountainside 100-200 feet below summit cliffs, cut by
a number of open rocky talus slopes. Tree growth is low and quite bushy, the
principal species being red oak, yellow birch, mountain maple, striped
maple, withh~hazel, mountain-ash, ninebark, and chestnut sprouts.

Birds Relative Abundence

Canada Warbler 1
Slate=-colored Junco

Wood Thrush

Veery

Black and "hite Uarbler
Red-eyed Towhee
Black-throated Blue Varbler
Red-eyved Vireo

Oven-bird

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Blue Jay

Catbird

Chiestmut-sided :arbler

HERFRDODDGOdEOU O T

Area no.2. Swampy Area in Big Meadows (3500 feet) June 19,
Low, marshy growth, interspersed with and surrounded by tall, dense thickets
of bushes and small trees (Spiraea, Cornus, rose, Crataecus, gray birch,
etc,, with gray birch being dominant.)

Ruby=-throated Hummingbird
Brown Thrasher
Wood Thrush

Birds Relative Abundance

Chestnut-sided larbler 13
Catbird 4
Red-eyed Towhee 6
Robin 3
Yellowthroat 3
Song Sparrow 3

i

1

1
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Area no.3. Center Section of Limberlost (3250 feet) June 20,
lMature forest growth growing mostly in semiswamplike conditions. Principal
overstory species are hemlock, red oak, white oak and red maple, with
hemlock predominating. Other common growth is red spruce, black birch,
vellow birch, chestnut oak, Canada yew, mountain-lsurel, witch hazel and
chestnut sprouts.

Birds Reiative Abundance

Blackburnian Warbler 11
Black-throated Blue Tarbler 8
Canada "arbler B
Veery 4
Wood Thrush 3

Solitary Vireo 3
Acadian Flycatcher 2
Hooded ./arbler 2
Scarlet Tanager 2
Crested Flveatcher 1
Red-eyed Vireo : 5
Black and "hite /arbler 1
Oven-bird i
Rose=-breasted Grosbeak L
Slate-colored Junco 3

Annotated List

The following annotated list includes only those birds seen from
June 18 to 20. Naturally, this is too short a time to enable one to draw
too meny generalizations abowt the distribution and abundance of the birds
of the area, Hence, where there seems some doubt as to the proper inter-
pretation to be made from the field records, no such interpretation is
attempted, and the observations are given in detail. Furthermore, in such
a report as this a scarcity of records for a given bird may mean merely
that the birds song period was over or that its habits make it difficult
for large groups of people to observe it.

Any unusual variance from past field work in the area has been
noteds For a fuller account of the birds of Shenandoah National Park, see
the 1list by Alexander ‘Jetmore, Shenandoah Natural History Association,
Bulletin Number One, September, 1950; Supplement, August 15, 1952; Additions,
Atlantic Naturalist 8: 200, !arch-April, 1953,

For the benefit of future compilers any species seen solely outside
the Park boundaries is so noted. A number of sich observations occurred
near Syria, Madison County, altitude 900-1000 feet.

The total list includes 80 species, of which 64 were seen within
the Park, Breedinz information (nests or young birds) was obtained for 23
species,
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Turkey Vulture. Cathartes aura.
Rather common in small numbers at all elevations., Not over 5 reported

by any one party.

Black Vulture. Corasyps atratus,
A single bird on June 19 at Skyland and on Stony Mann, possibly
. the same bird. '

Red-tailed Hawk. Buteo jamaicensise.
Two records: onc &t Skyland, June 18, and the other at Fisher's Gep,

June 19.

Red-shouldered Hawk. DButeo lineatus.
One near Hoover's Camp, June 18. The Hawksbill trip on June 19
reported three,

Broad-winged Hawke Buteo platypterus.
Fairly common, reported from a number of localitiess

Ruffed Grouse. Bonasa umbellus.
Single birds reported from Hoower's Camp and Hawksbill Gep. A
female with young was seen June 19 on Hakksbill Mountain.

Bob-white. Colinus virginianus.
Rather common in open are&s. Surprisingly, most were found at
Big Meadows at 3500 feet elevatione.

Mourning Dove. Zenaidura macroursa.
Several recorded near Syria on June 18, outside the Park boundaries.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Cocecyzus emericanus.
Single birds found in White OQalk Canyon, Limberlost, and near Syria,

Black-billed Cuckoo. Coceyzus erythropthalmus.
One record: a single individuzl arn Fisher's Gap on June 19.

Barred Owl. Strix varia,
Two were found near Hoover's Camp on June 18,

Chimney Swift. Chaetura pelagica.
A few were seen every day Tiying over Skyland or Big leadowse.

Ruby-throated Humingbird. Archil.:chus colubris.
Fairly common.

Yellow-shafted Flicker. Colaptes auratus.
Fairly tommon, but not over 2 reported by any one party.

Pileated Woodpecker. Dryocopus pileatus.
Single birds seen along 0ld Rag Fire Road, at Limberlost and on the
north slope of Hawksbill.

Downy Woodpecker. Dendrocopus pubescens.
Single birds reported from \hite Oak Canyon, Rapidan Road, and
Hawksbill,
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Eastern Kinpgbird. Tyrannus tyrannus.
One bird near Syria (about 1000 feet) on June 18, outside the Park

boundaries. It was incubating eggs in a nest 45 feet up in a sycamore
tree (Scott and dthers).

Crested Flycatcher. Myiarchus crinitus.
Fairly common.

Eastern Thoebe., Sayornis phoebe.

Cormon. Four nests found:

(1) June 18. Cottage porch at Skyland, altitude 3540 feet. Contents
unknown. Mrs. J.B. Spratley.

(2) June 18. Porch of Big Meadows Lodge, altitude 3600 feet. Three
young birds. Hoffmaster, Favour and others.

(3) June 18. Porch of Big Meadiws Lodge. Four eggs, Hoffmaster,
Favour and others.

(4) June 19, On board nailed to floor joist of building at Skyland,
Three or four newly hatched young. Sykes and Griffin.

Acadian Flycatcher, FEmpidonax virescens.
Fairly common in the hollows, up to 3250 feet in Iimberlost.
This appears to be an altitude record for the Fark,

Wood Pewee. Contopus virens,
Rather common. Nest, June 19, contents unknown, at Big Meadows
Lodge, 15 feet up in a red oak; Mrs. Scott, Favour and others.

Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica.
Four birds near Syria, June 18, outside the Park boundaries.,

Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopteryx ruficollis,
A flock of 8 near Syrie on June 18, outside the Park boundaries.

Blue- Jay. Cyanocitta cristata.
Fairly common but locals None reported around Skyland.

Common Raven. Corvus corax.

A number seen along the main ridge at various places, the maximum
being a flock of & at Big Meadows on June 19, Favour found 2 adults
with 2 young at Pinnacles Overlook on June 19,

Common Crow. Corvus brachyrhynchos.
A few seen in the mountains along the ridge but more common around
Syria.

Carolina Chickadee. Parus carolinensis.
Fairly common.

Tufted Titmouse. Parus bicolor.
Only three records, all of single birds.

White-breasted Nuthatch., Sitta carolinensis,
Several reported from Hawksbill and Stony Men mountains.
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House Wren. Troglodytes aedon.

Fairly common, particularly around the various groups of cabinse.
Three nests found: _

(1) June 18. Behind bark on side of cabin at Skyland, eltitude
3540 feet. Young birds. Sykes and Griffin.

(2) June 19, Behind loose window frame on cabin at Big Meadows,
altitude 3600 feet. Young birds. Favour, Perkins and others.

(3) June 20, Behind bark on side of cabin at Skyland. Young birds.
Scotte

Mockingbird. Mimus polygzlottos. :
Two near Syria on June 18, outside the Park boundaries.

Catbird. Dumetella carolinensis.
Common. Nest with one egg on June 19 at Big Meadows, 6 feet up in

a nine-bark bush (Scott).

Brown Thrasher. Toxostoma rufum,
Rather common.

Robin. Turdus migratorius.
Common. Nest under construetion, June 19, at Skyland, 24 feet up
in a small red o2k (Carpenter and Scott).

Wood Thrush. Hylocichla mustelina.

Common. 1wo nests found:

(1) June 18. Skyland, in Virginia pine about 3 feet above ground.
Two young about two~-thirds grown. Sykes and Griffin. Favour found
same nest next day.

(2) Junel9, Near Hawksbill Shelter, about 4 feet up in a erotch
of sapling white oek., Three eggs. Rountrey, Sykes and Griffin.

Veery., Hylocichla fuscescens,
Common, recorded down to 2700 feet in White Oak Canyon.

Cormmon Bluebird. Sialia sialis.

A number found on June 18 near Syria, outside the Park houndaries,
but none actually in the Park., This bird is ordinarily considered
fairly common in the Park,

Cedar Waxwing. Bombycilla cedrorum.
A few found at Skylend and Big Meadows.

Loggerhead Shrike. Lanius ludovicianus.
Three on June 18 near Syria, outside the Park boundaries.

Stérling. Sturnus vulcaris.
A number on June 18 near Syria, outside the Park boundaries.

Yellow-throated Vireo., Vireo flavifrons.
One in hite 0Oak Canyon on June 18,

Solitary Vireo. Vireo solitarius.
Rather common. One bird feeding youns on June 18 in Vhite Oek
Canyon (Favour and others).
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Red-eyed Vireo. Vireo olivaceus.
Common. Nest with eggs (bird incubating) on June 18, 0ld Rag
Post Office site, 6 feet up in fork in small dogwood (Briffin and Hoff=-

mester) .

Black and Vhite Warbler. MNniotilta varia.
Rather common. :

Viorm-eating liarbler. Helmitheros vermivomus.
One singing bird on Junel8 near Syria, outside the Park boundaries.

Parula Vearbler. Parula americana,
A few reported fram Wnite Oak Canyon, Dark Hollow, and near Syria.

Yellow Warbler. Dendroica petechia.
Several found on June 18 near Syria at 1000 feet ,outside the Park
boundaries. A pair feeding young here (Favour end others).

Black-throated Blue (Cairns's) Yarbler, Dendroica caerulescens,

Common above 2500 feet. Nest with 4 young, g mile sbove Rose
River Falls (altitude 2700 feet), 1 foot above ground in dead hemlock
(Breneiser and others).

Black-throated Green Jarbler. Dendroica virens.

Single birds found in thite Ock Canyon and near Hawkshbill Cap
(8400 feet); several in Limberlost. Tetmore called it a "local summer
resident”, but only up to 3000 feet,

Blackburnian Warbler. Dendroica fusca,

Common in thite Osk Canyon end Limberlost; one recorded on Hawksbill.
Not recorded elsewhere. Apparently restriected to coniferous trees, :. -
especially mature hemlocks. Wetmore termed it uncommon. It proved to
be the most common bird in Limberlost.

Chestnut~sided Warbler. Dendroica pensylvanica,.
Common at high elevations; found down to 1650 feet on Rapidan
Rbéady probably a low-altitude record for the Park.

Prairie Warbler. Dendroica discolor.

Several found below 2600 feet along 0ld Rag Fire Road to Syria.
Two singing birds on June 19 at Big Meadows, 3500 feet, an altitude
record for the Park,.

Ovenbird. Seiurus aurocapillus,.

Cormon, A peir feeding young in Thite Oak Canyon on June 18
(Favour and others). Nest on ground with 4 eges found June 19 by two
groups on Stony Man Mountain (Mr. and Mrs. Akers and Mr. and Mrs.
Breneiser; Mrs. Spratley and Mr. Hoffmaster).

Louisiana Waterthrush. Seiurus motacilla,
& few found in +hite Osk Canyon. An immature was found here
being fed by an adult on June 18 (Sykes and others).
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Kentucky Wwarbler. @porornis formosus.
Two were found June 18 on Rapidean Reed at 1650 feet. Not seen

elsevhere,

Yellowshroat. Geothlypis trichas.
Fairly common locally, principally at Big lMeadows and near Syria.
Two young birds found June 18 near 0ld Rag Post Office.

Yellow-breasted Chat. Icteria virens.
Fairly common, more so at low elevations, but recorded up to
Big Meadows at 3500 feet.

Hooded "'arbler. Wilsonia citrina.
Rather common, found &s high as 3500 feet at Big lleadows.

Canada Tarbler. 'Tilsonia canadensis,

Rammon, especially at high elevations, but somewhat local.
/bundant on north slope of Hawksbill, Adult young out of nest at
Limberlost June 20 (3ecott).

/merican Redstart. Setovhasra ruticilla.
Fairly common but somewhat local, Most birds found at Bis lieadows.

House Sparrow. Passer domesticus.
Found only near Syria, outside the Park boundaries.

Common Meadowlark. Sturnella magna.
A few seen at Big lleadows and near Syria.

Red-winged Blackbird. Agelaius phoeniceus,

Several found near Syria, outside the Park boundaries. One nest
with young here on June 18, 8 feet over a stream in a small tree
(Sykes and Favour).

Orchard Oriole. Icterus spurius.
Two found June 18 near Syria, outside the Fark boundari es, feeding
several young birds (Scott and others).

Baltimore Oriols. Icterus galbula,
Four seen June 18 near Syria, outside the Park boundaries. One
adult was feeding one im:ature bird (Scott and otvhers.)

Purple Grackle., Quiscula quiscula.

One was found at Big lleadows on June 18, an interesting record for
early summer, The same day a number were seen near Syria, outside the
Park boundaries, including one young bird being fed by an adult.

Cormon Cowbird. Molothrus ater.

" single bird was seen at Hawksbill Gap on June 18 (Scott).
There seem to be no other published records for the Park highlands in
sum-er.

Scarlet Tanager. Piranga olivacea,
Fairly common,
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Sumer Tanager. Piranga rubra.
One bird June 18 near Syria (900 feet), outside the Park (Favour).

Cardinal. Richmondena cardinalis.
Surprisingly few seen. One near the 0ld Rag Post Office and 5

near Syria on Juné 18 were the only records.

Rose-breasted Grosbesk. Pheuticus ludovicianus.
Fairly common above 3000 feet.

Indigo Bunfithg. Passerina cyanea,
Fairly cormon.

American Goldfinch. Spinus tristis.
Common at all altitudes. Seen mainly in small floecks, and so
assumed no* to have started nesting.

Red-eyed Towhee, Pipilo erythrophthalmus.
Cormon at all altitudes.

Grasshopper Sparrow. Ammodramus savannarum,
Three on June 18 near Syria, outside the Part boundaries.

Vesper Sparrow. Ppoecetes gramineus.
Three singinz; birds June 19 in Big Meadows.

Slate-colored (Carolina) Junco. Junco hyemalis.

Common a&bove 3000 feet. Four nests werc found. Since this is
supposed to be a ground-nesting speciess, it was of decided interest to
find two of the mests in trees.

(1) June 18. Skyland, 6 feet above ground near end of limb of
thick red spruce. Under construction (bird flushed from nest three
times during foray). Scott and Favour.

(2) June 19. Big lMeadows Lodge, in niche of stone wall of lodge
next to front door, 4 feet above ground. Three young,. Fakour and others.

(3) June 19, Hawksbill trail, 7 feet above ground near end of
limb of balsam fir. Three or four eggs. Sykes, Rountrey and Griffin.

(4) June 19. Near summit of Hawksbill, on ground under grass ¢lump
at edge of trail. Tive eggs,y Favour, Perkins and others.

Chipping Sparrow. Spizella passerina.

Fairly common. Two adults feeding 2 young birds on June 18 in
‘hite Oek Canyon. ITest with youpg, @bout 15 feet up in Virginia pine
at Skyland, June 18, . Sykes and Griffin,

Field Sparrow. Spizella pusilla,
Common .

Song Sparrow, Melospiza melodia,
Several at Bic lieadows; one near Syria.

== Luray and Richmond, Virginia
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VIRGINIA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS ~ 1954

Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, Va. (Assateague Island south
of Maryland line, Chincoteague Island and Causeway, Wattsville, Horntown, and
part of western shore of Chincoteague Bay; open farmland 9%, pine and mixed
woodland 25%, serub pine and bayberry 15%, brackish marshes and impoundments 157,
salt marshes and bay shore 15%, dunes 5%, mud and sand flats 6%, ocean beach 10%.)
Decerber 29; 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.ms Overcast; tempe 53° to 56°; wind S, 1~6 m.peh.;
ground bare; water opén. Iight observers in 4 parties. Total party~-hours, 35
(31 on foot, 3 by car, 1 by boat); total party-miles 124 (50 on foot, 70 by car,
4 by boat). Comnon Loon, 1; Horned Grebe, 52; Pied-billed Grebe, 7; Gannet, 2;
Great Blue Heron, 53; American Fgret, 2; Louisiana Heron, l; Black-crowned Night
Heron, 3; Canada Goose, 138; American Brant, 3200 (est.); Snow Coose, 457;

Blue Goose, 2; Mallard, 320 (est,.); Black Duck, 2850 (est.); Gadwall, 770(est.);
American Vidgeon, 206; Pintail, 1195 (1100 est., 95); Green-winged Teal, 960
(est.); Shoveller, 605; American Golden-eye, 163 Buffle-head, 1l; Old-squaw, 3;
Thite-winged Scoter, 2; Surf Scoter, 278; American Scoter, 2; Ruddy Buck, 2
Hooded Merganser, 49; Red~breasted llerganser, 3; Turkey Vulture, 2; Sharp~
shinned Havk, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 3; Red-shouldered Hawk, 2; Marsh Hawk, 9;
Peregrine Falcon, 3; Sparrow Hawk, 3; Bob-white, 48; Clapper Rail, 2;
Virginia Rail, 2; American Coot, 17; Killdeer, 9; Black-bellied Plover, 118;
Wilson's Snipe, 17; Greater Yellow-legs, 35; Lesser Yellow-legs, 2; Red=-
backed Sandpiper, 633; Dowitcher, 12; Semipalmated Sandpiper, 20; Sanderling,
154; Great Black~backed Gull, 1ll1; Herring Gull, 745; Ring-billed Gull, 330;
Mourning Dove, 103 Screech Owl, 13 Horned Owl, 5; Barred Owl, 1; Belted
Kingfisher, 13; Yellow=shafted Flicker, 68; Hairy Woodpecker, 7; Downy
Woodpecker, 16; Horned Lark, 68; Tree Swallow, 350 (est.); American Crow,

4500 (est.); Fish Crow, 100 (est.); Black-capped Chickadee, 2; Carolina
Chickadee, 12; Tufted Titmouse, 4; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Red~breasted
Nuthatch, 5; Brown Creeper, 2; Winter VWren, 5; Carolina liren, 20; Short-
billed Marsh Wren, 1; Mockingbird, 1; Catbird, 2; American Robin, 24;

Hermit Thrush, 13; Golden-crowned Kinglet, l; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1;

Weter Pipit, 65; Common Starling, 295; Orange-crowned Viarbles, 1; Myrtle
Warbler, 26503 House Sparrow, 68; Eastern Meadowlark, 131; Red-winged
Blackbird, 620; Rusty Blackbird, 2; Boat-tailed Grackle, 96 Purple Grackle,
13 Brown-headed Cowbird, 203 Cardinal 41 Common Redpoll. 9 (ReReKe, Z.04Md)3
Pine Siskin, 15; Amarican Goldfinch 66* Eastern Towhee, 40; Savannah
Sparrow, 13; Shapp—tailed Sparrow, 5 Slate=colored Junco,'lﬁ' American

Tree Sparrow, 1; Field Sparrow, 29; Whita—throated Sparrow, 684; Fox Sparrow,
43 Swamp Sparrow, 1483 Song Sparrow, 145; Snow Bunting, 284 Total, 104
species; about 23,783 individuals, == R.R. Kerr, J+E. Knudson, E.O. Mellinger,
WeFs Minor, F.Re Scott (compiler), C.Ce Steirley, C.E, Stevens, Jr., J.W.
Terborgh.

—nuom-n—-

Cobb Islend, Va. (entire length of Cobb Island, Cobb Bay, and
Send Shoal Channel west nearly to Oyster; open bay water 30% sand dunes 30%,
ocean beach 25%, salt marsh 10%, mud flats 5%). -~ December 28; © 8.l t0
5 pems Mainly clear, but with heavy fog from 11:30 to 3:30; temp. 44° to
560; wind S, 5-15 m.pehe; ground bars; water open. Two observers in 1 and
2 parties, Total party-hours, 11 (8 on foot, 3 by boat); total party-miles,
33 (16 on foot, 17 by boat). Common Loon, 19 Red-throated Loon, 1;
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Horned Grebe, 45; Pled~billed Grebe, 12; Great Blue Heron, 3; Louisiana
Heron, 2; American Brant, 15; Snow Goose, 1l; Black Duck, 50; Buffle-head, 6;
0ld-squaw, 28; White-winged Scoter, 8; Surf Scoter, 408; American Scoter, 1;
Red=breasted Merganser, 13; Marsh Hawk, 1l; Ring-necked Pheasant, 1 female
(flushed from brushy edze between the salt marsh and dune grass; pheasants
have been stocked on parts of the mainland, but not, so far as is known, on
this island); American Oyster-catcher, 19; Piping Plover, 2; Ringed Plover,6;
Black-bellied Plover, 295; Red-backed Sandpiper, 2200 (est.); Semipalmated
Sendpiper, 1l; Wéstern Sandpiper, 50; Sanderling, 80; CGreat Black-backed Gull,
33 Herring Gull, 390; Ring-billed Gull, 457; American Crow, 3; Common
Starling, 70; Castern Meadowlark, 45; Ipswich Sparrow, l; Savannah Sparrow,
19; Song Sparrow, 5. Total, 34 species; about 4280 individuals, Most of the
shorebirds were found roosting in large flocks at high tide on the beach or
washed sand flats. Species seen on the mainland aboud Oyster were purposely
omitted in order to avoid introducing habitats not typical of the main part
of the count. The north end of Cobb Island deemed far more suitable for
nesting terns than the south end; apparently, emphasis in recent years has
been badly misplaced.~-- F.R. Scott (compiler), C.C. Steirlye.

== 0==e

Chesapesake Bay, Va. (a strip census 15 miles long, taken from the
Little Creek-Kiptopeke Beach Ferry just within the mouth of Chesapeske Bay;
no closer than 2 miles to land; open water 100%)e-= December 27; 12:05 to
1:15 peme Clear; temps 56%; wind S, 5 msp.hs; water smooth. Two observers
together. Total party-hours, 1,17 (by boat); total party-miles, 15 (by boat).
Common Loon, l1; Horned Grebe, 6; Gannet, 15; Black Duck, 72 (2 miles off
Little Creek); Old-squaw, 2; vhite-winged Scoter, 6; Surf Scoter, 372; Great
Black-backed Gull, 2; Herring Gully, 230; Ring-billed Gull,20; Bonaparte's
Gull, 1. Total, 11 species; about 727 individuals. The large rafts of
scoters present all last winter off Kiptopeke Beach either had not as yet
arrived or more probably were farther north off Cape Charles out of reach of
the fem. -= F.Rs Scott, C.Cs Steirlyo

T, V-

Chincoteague Inlet to Winter Quarter Lightship. January 3, 9:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. One observer ~ by boat. Total miles covered: approximately 19
nauticel. Clear to partly cloudy, wind NW 7-18 m.p.h., temperature 44° to 559,
Sea, 2 to 3 feet. Cormon Loon, 27; Red-throated Loon, 1; Horned Crebe, 2;
Gannet, 25; Brant, 800 est.; "hite-winged Scoter, 4; American Sooter 1;
Sanderlingz, 5; Herring Gull, 600 est.; Total, species 9; individuals, 1465.
Robert B. lMcCartney.

-—-OOO -

Back Bay National 7ildlife Refuge, Va. (seme area as in previous
years: refuge area and much of meinland of Princess .nne County; open farm
lend 20%, pine woodland 1075, deciduous woodland 20%, ocean beach 5%, marshes
and inland bays 45f. DecBmber 27, 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.ms Clear; temp, 38°
to 620; wind SE, 5 m.p.hs; ground bare, and water open, Seventeen pbscrvers
in 4 parties. Total party-hours, 39 (34 on foot, 1 by motorboet, 4 by car),
total party-miles, 235 (13 on foot, 207 by car, 15 by motorboat).
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Common Loon, 4; Red-throated Loon, 6; Horned Grebe, 15; Pied-billed Grebe, 15;
Gannet, 4; Double-crested Cormorant, 14; Great Blue Heron, 10; Americen
Zgret, 4; Whistling Swan, 4137; Canada Goose, 15,100; Snow Goose, 952;
Liallard, 18; Black Duck, 700; Gadwall, 2; ‘merican Widgeon, 40,150; Pintail,
1,128; Green-winged Teel, 2; Blue-winged Teal, 1; Shoveller, 4; Redhead,
5,002; Ring-necked Duck, 701; Canvas~back, 4,000; Lesser Seaup, 1,500;
Buffle=head, 25; Old-sguaw, l; White-winged Scoter, 2; Surf Scoter, 37;
fmerican Scoter, 2; Ruddy Duck, 5,216; Hooded Merganser, 4; Red~breasted
Ilerganser, 2} Turkey Vulture, 52; Black Vulture, 7}; Cooper's Hawk, 4;
Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, 21; Bald Zagle, 5; Marsh Hawk, 36;
Peregrine Falcon, 2; Pigeon Hawk, 3; Sparrow Havk, 34; Bob-white, 8; King
Rail, 4; American Coot, 20,150; Killdeer, 157; Black-bellied Plover, 4;
Wilson's Snipe, 22; Greater Yellow-legs, 5 (LeZ«B.); Sanderling, 47; Herring
Gull, 722; Ring-billed Gull, 163; Great Black-backed Gull, 44; Bonaparte's
Gull, 27; Forster's Tern, 5; Mourning Dove, 171; Barn Owl, 1; Barred Owl, 1;
Belted Kingfisher, 3; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 94; Pileated Voodpecker, 3;
Red#bellied Woodpecker, 12; Yellow=~bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hairy Vioodpecker, 4;
Downy Woodpecker, 21; Eastern Phoebe, 6; Horned Lark, 9; American Crow, 127;
Fish Crow, 60; Carolina Chickadee, 31; Tufted Titmouse, 16; '"hite-breasted
Nuthatch, 5; Brown-headed Nuthatch, 22; Brown Creeper, 3; Winter tren, 8;
Carolina Wren, 79; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 2; Short-billed lMarsh lren, 10;
Mockingbird, 41; Catbird, 43; Brown Thrasher, 10; American Robin, 96; Heruit
Thrush, 9; Zastern Bluebird, 110; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 22; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, 3; Water Pipit, 709; Loggerhead Shrike, 6; Common Starling, 822;
Orange-cromed 'lsrbler, 3; liyrtle Warbler, 2,000; Pine Jarbler, 6; Common
Yellowthroat, 1; House Sparrow, 138; Eastern Meadowlark, 338; Red-winged
Blackbird, 417,550; Purple Grackle, 91,543; Brown-headed Cowbird, 61,158;
Cardinal, 57; Pine Siskin, 1; fmerican Goldfinch, 270; Zastern Towhee, 38;
Ipsvich Sperrow, 2; Savannah Sparrow, 257; Slate-colored Junco, 138; American
Tree Sparrow, 2; Chipping Sparrow, 28; Field Sparrow, 51; "hite-throated
Sparrow, 570; Fox Sparrow, ll; Swamp Sparrow, 492; Sons Sparrow, 357; Snow
Bunting, 78. Total, 116 species; 677,916 individuals, Additional species
not on the above list - Little Blue Heron, 1l; Yellow-crowned Night Heron, 1;
Florida Gellinule, 1 (F.8.R., W.F.R.); House liren, 1 (F.CeRe, WeieRs)y ==
Dr. WV.G. Akers, lir. & lMrs. S.,E. Breneiser, lirs. L.Z. Burford, 1,LT. Griffin,
Miss Gisela Grimm, H. Hespenheide, J.i. Perkins, R.H. Peake, Jr., F.C.
Richardson, W.¥. Rountrey, liss M,E. Stephens, P.W. Sykes, Jr. (compiler),
Miss E. Thogas, E. Webster, Jr., J.H. Withrow, Miss Janie “hitehill (Cape
Henry Bird Club).

., -

Little Creek, Va. (74 mile radius centering approximately 1} miles
NE of Kempsville, including ILynnhaven Inlet, Little Creek, eastern portion
of Norfolk City, Stumpy Leke; open farmland 25%, pine woodland, 10%, deciduous
woodland, 50%, salt marsh, sand beach, bay, rivers 10%, city suburbs 5.
December 28; 5:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.ms Partly cloudy; temp. 46° to 67°;
widd South, 10-16 m.p.hs Ground bare, water open. Six observers in 2 parties.
Total party-hours, 16} (122 on foot, 3 by car, 1 by motorboat), total party-
miles, 137 (7 on footy 128 by car, 2 by motorboat). Cormon Ioon, 2; Red-
throated Loon, 1; Horned Grebe, 10; Pied-billed Grebe, 18; Double-crested
Cormorant, 3; Great Blue Heron, 13; Canada Goose, 4; Mallard, 15; Black
Duck, 79; Green-winged Teal, 8; Wood Duck, 5; Ring-necked Duck, 2;
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Canvas-back, l; Greater 3caup, 235; Lesser Scaup, 3; Buffle-head, 4; Ruddy
Duck, 78; Hooded lMerganser, 56; Americen lMerganser, 2; Red-breasted llerganser,
11; Turkey Vulture, 13; Black Vulture, 10; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Red-tailed

Hawk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, 6; Bald Eagle, 4; Marsh Hawk, 1l; Sparrow

Hawk, 15; Bob-white, 10; Clapper Mail, 1; Killdeer, 106; Vilson's Snipe, 6;
Sanderling, 1; Great Black-backed Gull, 6; Herring Gull, 750; Ring-billed
Gull, 676; Bonaparte's Gull, 50; Forster's Tern, 18; Mourning Dove, 11;
Sereech Owl, 1; Barred Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 6; Yellowshafted Flicker,
17; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Red-bellied VWoodpecker, 5; Red-headed Voodpecker,
O; Hairy ‘joodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 6; Eastern Phoebe, 1l; Blue Jay, 6;
Jmerican Crow, 59; Fish Crow, 18; Carolina Chickadee, 13; Tufted Titmouse, 9;
Brown-headed Nuthateh, 5; Brown Creeper, 3; Winter Wren, 3; Carolina Vren, 22;
Mockingbird, 15; Catbird, 4; Brown Thrasher, 6; American Robin, 80; Hermit
Thrush, 2; Eastern Bluebird, 15; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 71; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, 4; Water Pipit, 10; Loggerhead Shrike, 2; Common Starling, 1,100;
Orange-crowned Warbler, 2; liyrtle Warbler, 675; Pine Warbler, 3; House
Sparrow, 270; Eastern lleadowlark, 122; Red-winged Blackbird, 2,500; Purple
Grackle, 244; Brown-headed Cowbird, 650; Cardinal, 13; American Goldfinch, 45;
Eastern Towhee, 22; Savannah Sparrow, 12; Slate-colored Junco, 125; Chipping
Sparrow, 10; Fiecld Sparrow, 12; White-throated Sparrow, 112; Fox Sparrow, 8;
Iincoln's Sparrow, 1 (R.H.P.); Swamp Sparrow, 129; Song Sparrow, 90;

Total, 89 species; 8,660 individuals. Seen in count area on December 29,

4 Purple Sandpipers. The absence of Gannets and Sea Ducks was due to a
stron~ offshore wind. =-- C, Barefield, B. Bennett, Mrs. L.Z. Burford,

R.H. Peake, Jr., P.W. Sykes, Jr. (compiler), J.R. Withrow.

. W

Norfolk County, Va. (74 mile radius centering approximately 6%
miles NE of Vjallaceton, including eastern edge of Dismal Swamp, western part
of Northwest River, Great Bridge, Butts Station, Fentress, Deep Creek;
open farm land 30%, wooded swamp 24%, mixed woodland 30%, deciduous woodland
5%, pine woodland 10%, mersh land 1%. December 30, 7:00 a.m, to 5:00 pem.
Clear and very windy; temp. 47° to 690; wind SW, 6-22 m.p.h., ground bare.
Three pbservers in 1 party. Total party-hours, 10 (¥ on foot, 3 by ecar),
total party-miles, 99 (5 on foot, 94 by car). Turkey Vulture, 16; Black
Vulture, 27; Sharp-shinned Hawk, l; Cooper's Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Hawk, 1;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 6; Bald Zagle, 1; Marsh Hawk, 2; Pigeon Hawk, 1;

Sparrow Hewk, 14; Bob-white, 1; Killdeer, 4; Wilson's Snipe, 5; Herring

Gull, 16; Ring-billed Gull, 35; Mourning Dove, 6; Belted Kingfisher, 1;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 13; Pileated Vioodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Joodpecker, 4;
Hairy VWoodpecker, 2; Downy .oodpecker, 6; Eastern Phoebe, 2; Blue Jay, 5;
American Crow, 25; Fish Crow, 2; Carolina Chickadee, 7; Tufted Titmouse, 3;
Vhite-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 1; Winter Wren, 1; Carolina “ren,
25; lMockingbird, 11; Catbird, 1; Brown Thrasher, 3; American Robin, 69;

Hermit Thrush, 2; Eastern Bluebird, 27; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1; Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, 8; Water Pipit, 130; Loggerhead Shrike, 1; Common Starling,
450; liyrtle Varbler, 85; House Sparrow, 34; Eastern Meadowlark, 19; Red-
winged Blackbird, 2,000,000; Purple Grackle, 129; Brown-headed Cowbird, 1,650;
Cardinal, 12; American Goldfinch, 84; Eastern Towhee, 17; Savannah Sparrow, 7;
Slete-colored Junco, 82; Chipping Sparrow, 3; Field Sparrovw, 35; White-
throated Sparrow, 218; Fox Sparrow, 3; Swamp Sparrow, 60; Song Sparrow, 45.
Total, 60 species; 2,003,485 individuals. Seen in count area on December 24,
Little Blue Heron, and several Orange-crowned Jarblers; also on this date a
dead Least Bittern and a Barred Owl were found. == M,T. Griffin, R,H. Peoke,Jre
P.W. Sykes, Jr. (compiler). JMembers of Cape Henry Bird Club)
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Newport News, Va. (same territory as last year - except Grandview
Beach). January 2; 7 observers in 3 parties. Red-throated Loon, 2; Horned
Grebe, 63; Pied-billed Grebe, 12; Great Blue Heron, 3; lMallard, 24; Black
Duck, 40; Gadwall, 100; Baldpate, 538; Canvas-beck, 53; Lesser Scaup Duck,16;
Golden-eye, 46; Buffle-head, 47; Surf Scoter, 39; ./hite-winged Scoter, 1;
smerican Scoter, 5; Ruddy Duck, 14; Hooded lMerganser, 14; Red-breasted
llerganser, 12; Turkey Vulture, 44; Black Vulture, 1l; Red-tailed Havk, 1;
Rough-legged Hawk, 1 (Lire & lMrs. W.P.S.); Bald Zagle, 10; lfarsh Hawk, 2;
Pigeon Hewk, 2 (S.il.); Sparrow Hawk, 15; Bob-white, 5; Killdeer, 16; iilson's
Snipe, 1; Greater Yellowlegs, 2; Great Black-backed Gull, 1l; Herring Gull,993;
Ring-billed Gull, 82; Bonaparte's Gull, 112; Forster's Tern, 1l; Common Tern,
7 (C.He & BB, at Mill Creek, Ft. lionroe, black noted extending around back
of head, Forster's nearby for comparison); Royal Tern, 1 (C.H. & B.B. at
Grandview, close range); Mourning Dove, 2; Yellow-bill Cuckoo , 1 (W.Z.H. &
NP« in deep woods off Sawyers Point, spots in tail clearly seen as against
bars); Belted Kingfisher, 11; Flicker, 13; Pileated lioodpecker, 2; Red-
bellied Woodpecker, 15; Red-headed Vioodpecker, 4; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1;
Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy ‘joodpecker, 22; Phoebe, 2; Tree Swallow, 5; Blue
Juy, 1; Crow, 124; rfish Crow, 10; Carolina Crow, 98; Tufted Titmouse, 66;
Thite-breasted Nuthateh, 9; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Brown-headed@ Mithatch, 1;
Brown Creeper, 4; Carolina "ren, 57; Mockingbird, 31; Browvm Thrasher, 5;
Robin, 10; Hermit Thrush, 1; Bluebird, 56; Golden~-crovmed Kin-let, 36;
Ruby-crowned Kinsclet, 7; Pipit, 25; Cedar Waxwing, 1; Starling, 703; lyrtle
Terbler, 250; Pine "arbler, 3; Dnglish Sparrow, 382; Meadowlark, 163; Red-
wing, 120; Purple Grackle, 2; Cowbird, 15; Cardinal, 45; Purple Finch, 12;
Fine Siskin, 54; Goldfinch, 156; Towhee, 47; Savannah Sparrow, 25; Slate-
colored Junco, 378; Field Sparrow, 124; ‘hite-throated Sparvow, 355; Fox
Sparrow, 15; Swamp Sparrow, 10; Song Sparrow, 21, Total, 88 species;
5899 individuals. =-- Lirs, Betty Blair, Charles Hackler, M.E. Hathaway,
Normen Pope, Sidney Mitchell, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Post Smith.

B I

Toano, Va. (Same area as last year and also Warren's Pond, Jolly's
Pond, and marshes of Chickahominy on Nettles Creek; salt marsh 5%, fresh
marsh 30%, fresh ponds 15%, deciduous woods 407, open farmland 10%).
December 27; 7 a.me to 4 peme Clear, temp. 32° to 50°, wind SW, 5 mepeh.,
ground bare, ponds iced., Five observers in 2 parties. Total party=hours
15 (10 on foot, 5 in car), total party-miles 50 (15 on foot, 35 by car).
Comuon Loon, 1; Pied~billed Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 4; American igret,10;
Mallard, 1; Black Duck, 36; Wood Duck, 5; Ring-necked Duck, 48; Canvas~back,
593 American Golden-eye, 8; Buffle~head, 6; Ruddy Duck, 225; Turkey Vulture,
27; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Bald Eagle, 3; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 43
Bob-white, 3; King Rail, 1; Virginis Rail, 3; Sora, 5; Killdeer, 3; Wilson's
Snipe, 1; Herring Gull, 1; Mourning Dove, 9; Barred Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher,
4; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 11; Pileated Woodpecker, 6; Red-bellied Woodpecker,
7; Yellow~bellied Sapsucker, 6; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 8;
Eastern Phoebe, 4; Blue Jay 8; American Crow, 50; Carolina Chickadee, 14;
Tufted Titmouse, 15; Winter Wren, 10 (2 singing); Cardlina Wren, 13; Long-
billed Marsh Wren, 1; Mockingbird, 30; Catbird, 1; American Robin, 63
Hermit Thrush, 1; Eastern Bluebird, 20; Gloden-crowned Kinglet, 10; Ruby-"
crowned Kinglet, 1; Water Pipit, 75; Cedar Waxwing, 50; Loggerhesd Shrike, 2;
Common Starling, 100; Myrtle Warbler, 220; House Sparrow, 50; Fastern
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lieadowlark, 90; Red-winged Blackbird, 1,450; Purple Grackle, 25; Cardinal, 25;
Pine Siskin, 37; American Goldfinch, 65; Bastern Towhee, 35; Savannah :
Sparrow, 35; Sharptailed Sparrow, l1; Slate~colored Junco, 400; Field Sparrow,
403 Vhite-throated Sparrow, 585; Swemp Sparrow, 16; Song Sparrow, 29.

Total, 68 species; 6,010 individuals. =~ Mrs. Frank Claiborne, Geraldine
Claiborne, Katherine Claiborne, John Grey (compiler), and Bruce McCartney.

-:*-OOO-‘*-

952 and 1953 except hat this year's effort confined only to the
Hog Island State Waterfowl Refuge in'north east Surry County on the James
River, larshes 25%, river beach 10%, ponds 25%, pine forest 15%, open
fields 25%, (condiderasble edge effect in fields and ponds)., January 1}
6:30 a.ms to 3:30 p,m. Heavy overcast; temp., 400 t5 60°; wind S, 3 m,pehs,
ground bare, water open, Three observers two hours, two observers seven
hours, (all in sam party). Total party=hours 9 (2 in car, 7 on foot), total
party-miles 18 (4 by car, 14 on foot)e. Breat Blue Heron, 12j Canada Goose,
1041 (500 est., 541); Snow Coose, 1; Mallard, 414 (400 est., 14); Black
Duck, 102; Pintail, 2; Green~-winged Teal, 52; Ring=-necked Duck, 229 (100 est.,
129); Canvasback, 8; Lesser Scaup, 164; American Colden-eye, 31; Ruddy
Duck, 296 ( 200 est., 96); Hooded lMerganser, 2; American Merganser, 15;
Red~breasted Merganser, 2; Turkey Vulture, 9; Black Vulture, 2; Red-tailed
Hawk, 1; Red=-shouldered Hawk, 1; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Clapper
Rail, 2; Kilhdeer, 36; Wilson's Snipe, 6; Herring Gull, 12; Ring=billed
Gull, 269 (200 est., 69); Laughing Gull, 12; Great Horned Owl, 2; Kingfisher,
5; Flicker, 4; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Tree Swallow, 5;
Blue Jay, 2; Common Crow, 34; Fish Crow, 4; Carolina Chickadee, 10; Tufted
Titmouse, 2; Carolina Vren, 12; Short=billed Marsh /ren, 2; Mockingbird, 3;
Bluebird, 5; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 12; Starling, 5; Myrtle Warbler, 82;
Meadowlerk, 12; Redwing (10,700 est.); Purple Grackle, (3500 est.); Cowbird,
1; Cardinal, 4; Goldfinch, 12; Towhee, 8; Slate-colored Junco, 5; "hite=
throated Sparrow, 44; Fox Sparrow, 3; Swamp Sparrow, 12; Song Sparrow, 23,
Total, 57 species, about 17253 individuals.==C.C. Steirly, R.J. Beasley,
J«Es Bryant,

Hog Island, Surry County, Va. A continuation of the Surry,.Virginia
censuses of %

. : : e AU

Hopewell, Vas ( Presquile Nationel Wildlife Refuge, Curles Neck,
Richmond Battlefield Park, Shirley, Méadowville, Hopewell, and Jordan Point;
this is a realignment of the Richmond, Va., count held from 1944 fo 1952;
open farmland 30%, brushy fields 10%, marshes and rivér shore 107, deeciduous
wooded swamp 107%, woodland 40%). January 2§ 6:15 a.me to 5:45 pem, Clear;
temp. 50° to 67°; wind SV to NW, 5-20 m.p.le; ground bare; water open. Four
observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours, 32 (23% on foéot, 3% by car, 5
by boat); total péaryy-miles, 155 (23 on foot, 120 by car, 12 by boat),
Pied~billed Grebe, 1} Great Blue Heron, 33; Canada sé nggéﬁe ﬁélw ow
Goose, 4; Blue Goose, 34; Mallard, 4500 (ast.)iﬁlﬁﬁggg?fkﬁg 13 dgeon,
1; Pinteil, 35; Green-winged Teal, 12; Shaveller, 7; Wood Duck, 300 (est. by
Vre and Mrse J.L.D.); Ring-necked Duck, 14; Lesser Scaup, 5lj Ruddy Duck, 96;
American Merganser, 7; Turkey Vulture, 81; Black Vulture, 18; Red~tailed
Hawk, 6; Red-shouldered Hawk, 7; Bald Zegle, 5j Marsh Hawk, 5; Sparrow Hawk,
7; Bob-white, 41; Turkey, 1; Killdeer, 58; American Woodeock, 1; Wilson's
Snipe, 13; Herring.Gull, 4; Ring-billed Gull, 1250 (est.); liourning Dove, 211;
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Horned Owl, 3; Barred Owl, 1l; Short-eared Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 5;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 42; Pileated Woodpecker, 12; Red~-bellied Woodpecke:,
25; Red-headed "oodpecker, 9; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 6; Hairy Voodpecker,
2; Dovny oodpecker, 26; Zastern Phoebe, 5; Horned Lark, 5; Blue Jay, 15;
Americen Crow, 244; Carolina Chickadee, 57; Tufted Titmouse, 49; Vhite-
breasted lNuthatch, 2; Red-breasted Nuthateh, 6; Brown Creeper, 7; “Winter
“ren, 10; Cam lina Tren, 65; Long~billed Marsh Wren, 1l; Mockingbird, 36;
Catbird, 1; Brown Thrasher, l1; American Robin, 97; Hermit Thrush, 6; Hastern
Bluebird, 79; Golden-crowmed Xinglet, 24; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 14; Tater
Fipit, 3; Cedar wexwing, 84; Loggerhead Shrike, 1l1; Cormon Starling, 600 (est.);
lyrtle Varbler, 57; House Sparrow, 135; Eastern lleadowlark, 198; Red-winged
Blackbird, 47; Brown-headed Cowbird, 850 (est.); Cardinal, 103; _vening Gros-
beak, 15 (C E.S ); Purple Finch, 72; Pine Siskin, 13; ;nﬁrican Goldfinch, 118;
mastern Towhee, 36; Savannah Sparrow, 29; Slate-colored Junco, 360; Ameriean
Tree Sparrow, 4 Field Sparrow, 1l14; White-throated Sparrow, 564; Fox
Sparrow, 13 Swamp Sparrow, 48; Song Sparrow, 88. Total, 86 species; about
22,532 individuals. The high numbers of Mallards, Black Ducks, and 'iood
Ducks were due not only to an unusual concentration of these birds but also
to the fact that for the first time a relatively complete census was made

of the Presquile and Curles Neck swamps. =-- DMr. & Mrs. J.L. Delime,

F.Rs Scott (compiler), C.E. Stevens, Jre.

B, N

Fort Belvoir, Va. (73 mile radius centering on Ft. Belvoir, and
ineluding Mt. Vernon, Lebanon and Mason's Neck, Occoquan, and Woodbridge, Va.,

i n@ggpi c dg}Aater 30ﬂ
/ Eoeﬁglﬂ ‘%r%% ¢ 'Htg%%m};%&?%??%mgece%g% i%m?})% ﬁrﬁ}lﬁ% % 40 p.m.
Clear; temp. 179 to 580; wind WNW, 2-5 m.p.h.; ground bare, marshes and
inlets frozen but river ice free. Twenty-four observers 1n 6 parties. Total
party-hours, 185 (127 bn foot, 58 by car), total party-miles, 428 (103 on
foot, 325 by car). Creat Blue Heron, 7; Canada Coose, 187; liallard, 75;
Btack Duck, 350; Ruddy Duck, 77; ‘merican Merganser, 42; Turkey Vulture, 55;
Sharp-shinned WPﬁk, 2; Cooper's Hawk, 4; Red-tailed Hawk, 15; Red-shouldered
Havk, 10; Bald Ta~le, 10; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 67;
Turkey, 1 (heard; tracks of 6¢; JMA); Killdeer, 52; Herring Gull, 26;
Rine-billed CGull, 165; lMourning Dove, 24; Horned Owl, 5; Barred Owl, 5;
Belted XKingfisher, 12; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 66; Pileated Voodpecker, 10;
Red-bellied ‘ioodpecker, 51; Hairy 'Toodpecker, 10; Downy 'ioodpecker, 68;
Horned Lark, 16; Blue Jay, 126; ‘merican Crow, 375; Fish Crow, 8; Black-
capped Chickadee, 17; Carolina Chickadee, 286; Tufted Titmouse, 111;
“hite-breasted Nuthatch, 54; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 15; Brown Creeper, 11;
‘inter Wren, 4; Carolina 'ren, 100; Long-billed Marsh Vren, 1; lockingbird,l2l;
American Robin, 8; Hermit Thrush, 9; Eastern Bluebird, 83; Golden-crowvmed
Kinglet, 46; Rubr-crovned Kinglet, 2; Cedar Waxwing, 124; Loggerhead
Shrike, 1; Common Starling, 3,438; Myrtle warbler, 66; House Sparrow, 171;
Eastern Meadowlark, 8l; Red-winged Blackbird, 185; Rusty Blackbird, 79;
Purple Grackle, 4; Brown-headed Cowbird, 6; Cardinal, 173; Purple Finch, 32;
Pine Siskin, 69; American Goldfinch, 336; Eastern Towhee, 8; Savannah Sparrow,
11; Vesper Sparrow, l; Slate-colored Junco, 955; ‘merican Tree Sparrow, 76;
Field Sparrow, 144; White-crowned Sparrow, 2; White-throated Sparrow, 475;
Fox Sparrow, 1; Swamp Sparrow, 55; Song Sparrow, 188. Total, 72 species;
9,614 individuals. =-- J.li. Zbbott (compiler), Elting Arnold, Dr. Paul
Bartsch, id Bierley, S.A. Briggs, lir. & Mrs. Peul Connor, Jim Eike, J. Gibson,
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M. Gilbert, G. Golding, lMr. & Mrs. I.C. Hoover, C.R. Hough, Sr.,& Jr.,
Znoch Johnson, D. Pierce, B. Rosenburger, George Siegel, Harriet Sutton,
K. Trever, C. Wall, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Watson.

o

Brooke, Va. (triancular area with Brooke, 7idewater, and mouth of
Totomee Creek at the 3 apices; waterfront 25%, mersh 15%, fields 13%,
hedgerows 13%, slash 5%, mixed forest edge 22%, deciduous woods 5%, pine
woods 2%). December 26; 7:15 2.m, to 5 pem. Clear, temp. 16° to 39°;
no wind; ground bare; Potomac River open, tidal creeks neerly covered with
fresh ice in a.m. which lingered throughout the day in sheltered coves.
Tight observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours, 36 (34 on foot, 2 by car);
total party-miles, 27 (20 on foot, 7 by car). Great Blue Heron, 12;
Jmerican Bittern, 1l; Whistling Swan, 375; Canada Goose, 65; Mallard, 110;
Black Duck, 350; Gadwall, 3; Americen Widgeon, 40; Redhead, 1; Ring-necked
Duck, 60; Canvam-back, 1200; Lesser Scaup} 1l; ‘merican Golden-eye, B;
Buffle~head, @0; Ruddy Duck, 7000; Hooded Merganser, 2; imerican lierganser,
1600; Red-breasted lMerganser, 110; Turkey Vulture, 21; Cooper's Hawk, 2;
Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Red-shouldered Hawk, 2; Bald iagle, 7; Marsh Hawk, 4;
Pigeon Hawk, 1 (Zomewhat larger than Sparrow Hawk, grey upperparts, pointed
wings, continuous wing beat - T.B.N.); Sparrow Hawk, 4; American Coot, 2;
Killdeer, 14; Wilson's Snipe, 1; Herring Gull, 200; Ring-billed Gull, 300;
lMourninz Dove, 30; Barred Owl, l; Belted Kingfisher, 8; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 35; Pileated l/oodpecker, l; Red-bellied woodpecker, 5; Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, 3; Hairy lioodpecker, 8; Downy 'oodpecker, 22; Eastern
Fhoebe, 4; Blue Jay, 90; American Crow, 180; Fish Crow, 3; Carolina
Chickadee, 45; Tufted Titmouse, 21; tWhite-breasted Nuthatch, 6; Red-breasted
Nuthatch, 7; Bromm Creeper, 3; Winter Vren, 4; Carolina iren, 30; Mockingbird,
33; Brown Thrasher, 1; American Robin, 175; Hermit Thrush, 16; Eastern
Bluebird, 105; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 10; Ruby-crowvmed Kinglet, 8;
Cedar "axwing, 190; Loggerhead Shrike, 2; Common 3tarling, 100; Vvrtle
“/arbler, 90; House Sparrow, 50; Lastern Meadowlark, 65; Red-winged Black-
bird, 200; Cardinal, 70; Evening Grosbeak, 60; Purple Binch, 11;
Pine Siskin, 3; American Goldfinch, 150; Eastern Towhee, 39; Savannah
Sparrow, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 320; American Tree Sparrow, 80; Field
Sparrow, 1B0; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 260; Swamp Sparrow, 40; Song
Sparrow, 160. Total, 78 species; about 14,429 individuals. =-
C.?. Anderson, A.", Baker, Luna B. Leopold, Zdwin T. lMcKnizht (compiler),
Thomes B. Nolen, .7. Rubey, Robert L. Smith, Robert L. V/allace.

===000~==

Charlottesville, Va. (same area as in previous years; farmland 35%,
riverbottom 25,, lakes and ponds 25%, deciduous woods 205, pine woods 5%).
December 26; 7 a.p. to 5 p.m. Fair; temp. 26° to 51°; wind S, 0-10 m.p.h.;
ponds partly frozen. Six observers in 4 parties; Total party-hours, 26
(23 on foot, 3 by car); total party-miles, 112 (29 on foot, 83 by car).

Great Blue Heron, 1; lMallard, 91; Black Duck, 27; American Widgeon, 1;

liood Duck, 4; Greater Scaup, 2;(V.F.l.); Turkey Vulture, 43; Black

Vulture, 20; Red-tailed Hawk, 3; Red-shouldered Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 7;
Killdeer, 1; lourning Dove, 95; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shafted Flicker,
6; Pileated Woodpecker, 6; Red-bellied iloodpecker, 1ll; Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, 2; Hairy Voodpecker, 2; Bowny lioodpecker, 23; Rastern Phoebe, 2;
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Horned Lark, 63; Blue Jay, 104; American Crow, 330; Fish Crow, 1; Carolime
Chickadee, 149; Tufted Titmouse, 46; /hite-breasted Nuthatch, 21; Red-
breasted Muthateh, 16; Brom Creeper, 4; Winter ‘'ren, 7; Carolina "ren, 16;
l'ockincbird, 33; Americon Nobin, 2; Hermit Thrush, 2; Tastern Bluebird, 36;
Golden~crowned Kinclet, 6; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 4; Cedar axwing, 14;
Log~erhead Shrike, 10; Common Starling, 204; Myrtle /arbler, 20; House
Sparrow, 32; ..astern lieadowlark, 8; Cardinal, 132; Furple Finch, 35;

Tine Siskin, 36; /mericen Goldfinch, 82; Zastern Towhee, 4; Slate-colored
Junco, 323; American Tree Sparrow, 17; Field Sparrow, 33; hite-throated
Sparrov, 87; Thite-erowned Sparrow, 16; Swamp Sparrow, 4; Song Sparrow, 86.
Total, 56 species; 2,343 individuals. Scarcity of Golden-crowns most
unusual, == Mrs. C.0. Gregory, David P, Gregory, lrs. R.K. Jones,
Kenneth Lawless, Williem F, linor, Charles E. Stevens, Jr,

T

Warren. (Albemarle County), Va. (same area as last year minus
Herdware River; open farmland, 50%, riverbottom 25, deciduous woods 15?36
pine woods 5%, pond 5%)« December 27; 7 @e«le t0 6 Dol Fair; temp. 28" to
60°; wind SW, 0-10 m.p.h. Pond partly frozen. Three observers in 2
parties in a.me., 3 parties in p.m. Total party-hours, 26 (22 on foot, 4
by car); total party-miles, 147 (27 on footy 120 by car). Great Blue Heron,l;
Meallard, 170; Black Duck, 17; American Widgeon, l; Green-winged Teal, 1;
imericen Golden-eye, 2; Bufflehead,l; American Merganser, 3; Turkey Vulture,
65; Bleck Vulture, 29; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Cooper's Hawk, 3; Red=-
tailed Hawk, 4; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-vhite, 12 (1
covey); Killdeer, 8; liourning Dove, 308; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 14; Pileated lioodpecker, 2; Red-bellied lioodpecker, 16; Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, 3; Hairy lloodpecker, 4; Downy .oodpecker, 23; Zastern
Phoebe, 8; Horned Lark, 22; Blue Jay, 29; American Crow, 38};Carolina
Chickadee, 79; Tufted Titmouse, 28; Vhite-breasted Nuthatch, 17; Red-
breasted Nuthatech, 3; Brown Creeper, 1; Winter Wren, 1; Bewick's “ren, 1
(1st winter record for county - K.L.); Carolina Wren, 20; Long-billed llarsh
Tirep; 1 (present sinee fall; lst winter record for county = WeFei's, Co2eS.)}
lVockingbird, 26; American Robin, 29; Hermit Thrush, 5; Zastern Bluebird, 76;
Viater Pipit, 2; Cedar /axwing, 60; Loggerhead Shrike, 9; Common Starlinz, 218;
l'vrtle Tarbler, 32; House Sparrow, 21; Iastern Meadowlark, 65; Red-winced
Blackbird, 3; Brown-headed Cowbird, 37; Cardinal, 116; Evening Grosbeak, 4;
Furple ¥inch, 19; Pine Siskin, 35; American Goldfinch, 129; Slate-colored
Jurco, 261; Americen Tree Sparrow, 3; Field Sparrow, 112; Vhite-throated
Sperrow, 113; “hite-crowned Sparrow, l; Swemp Sparrow, 8; Song Sparrow, 7l.
Total, 63 species; 2,738 individuals, No Golden-crowns to be found. -=-

-

Kenneth Lawkess, Willism ¥, liinor, Charles E., Stevens, Jr.

B~

Sweet Briar, Va. (Sweet Briar College property and adjacent area,
radius of 1 miles; open fields 30%, scrub 30%, brushy creek bottoms 25%,
. mixed woodlands 10%, lake edge 5%). January 2; 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Sunny; NW wind starting around 10:00 a.m. and continuing all day at 5-15 m.p.h.;
Temp. 400 to 559; ground bare; ponds unfrozen; seven observers in 2 partiess
Total party-hours, 16} (15 by foot, 1% by car); total party-miles, 26
(12 by foot, 14 by car). Mallard, 2; Turkey Vulture, 20; Black Vulture, 8;
Cooper's Hewk, 1; Red-tailed Hewk, 2; Red-shouldered Hawk, l; Sparrow Hawk, 1;
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Killdeer, 1l; Mourning Dove, 8; iflicker, 8; Pileated !loodpecker, 2; Red-
bellied Woodpecker, 4; Downy Woodpecker, 6; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 4;
Thoebe, 1; Blue Jay, 14; Crow, 30; Carolina Chickadee, 13; Tufted Titmouse,
8; ihite-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Red-breasted Iluthatch, 8 (common this year);
Brown Creeper, 2; Winter Vren, 1l; Carolina i/ren, 15; liockingbird, 10;
Robin, 1; Bluebird, 11; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3; Ruby=-crowned Kinglet, 1;
Starling, 91; Myrtle ‘arbler, 7; House Sparrow, 22; Cardinal, 22; Turple
Finch, 2; Goldfinch, 17; Towhee, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 1ll4; Tree Sparrow,
3; Field Sparrow, 9; White-crowned Sparrow, 79; White-throated Sparrow, 50;
Song Sparrow, 28; Total, 42 species; 633 individuals. The wind kept many
of the land birds under cover. -~ Ernest Hdwards, Robert Giles, Jr.,

Dr. Sam Guss, Mrs. Zdward lorse (early s.ms), Wendy Morse (early a.m.),
Miss Gertrude Frior, John Vithrow (compiler). Red-breasted Nuthatches
common in pines. Hermit Thrushes scarcer. iWhite-cro'med Sparrows on
increase. (This years count is very conservative.)

- —

nchburg, Vas (Riverside Park, Six liile Bridge on James River,
Lynchburg College woods, Airport,Timber Lake, down Tomehawk and Blackwater
Creeks to College Lake; stream bottom 35%, deciduous woods 5%, pine
woods 6%, pine-oak woods 24%, farmlands 24%, swamp 3%, lake front 37).
Decerber 31; 7 a.me to 4 p.me X few cirrus clouds; temp. 32° to 460;
wind N to SW, 4-5 mepshe Ground bare, streams open, Jemes River in slirht
flood dtage. Nine obsmervers in 3 parties. Total party-hours, 63 (50 on
foot, 13 by car), total party-miles, 384 (41 on foot, 343 by car).
Great Blue Heron, 1; Mallard, 10; Black Duck, 6; Bufflehead, 3; Red-breasted
lerganser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 10; Black Vulture, 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1;
Cooper's Hawk, 1l; Marsh Hak, 1; Béelted Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 20; Pileated iJoodpecker, 2} Red-bellied ‘ioodpecker, 10; Red-
headed "oodpecker 7; Vellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hairy loodpecker, 2;
Downy ‘loodpecker, 27; Tastern Fhoebe, 5; Horned Lark, 4; Blue Jay, 79;
!merican Crow, 153 (60 est. plus 93); Caroline Chickadee, 64; Tufted
Titmouse, 49; /hite-brce-ted Muthatch,ll; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 21; Brown
Creeper, 7; winter Uren, 2} Carolina ‘/ren, 19; lockingbird, 17; American
Robin, 33; Hermit Thrush, 1; astern Bluebird, 33; Golden-crowmed Xinglet, 1;
Loggerhead Shrike, 1; Common Starling, 384 [300 est. plus 84); lMyrtle
Warbler, 17; House Sparrow, 20; Eastern Meadowlark, 4; Purple Grackle, 700
(est.); Cardinal, 62; Purple Finch, 19; Pine Siskin, 2; American Goldfinch,
59; Eastern Towhee, 7; Savannah Sparrow, 5; Slate-colored Junco, 181;
/merican Tree Sparrow, 12; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 58; Fox Sparrow, 1;
Swamp Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 50. Total, 53 species; 2206 individuals, --
Alen Brinkley, Larry L. Farmer, David R. Freer, Jane I, Freer, Ruskin S.
Freer (compiler), Robert H. Giles, Jr., Gertrude Prior, M.B. Tillotson,
John Wibkhrow (early a.m.).

cee000-we
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Peaks of Otter, Va. December 2; one hour; 4 to 5 pim.; clear and
warm; little wind. Black Vulture, 5; Red- tailed Hawk, 1; Belted Kingfisher,
1 (in Goose Dreek Valley, below Sharp Top); Flicker, 1; Black-capped
Chickadee, 5; Junco, 8+ =- December 5} tno hours; 2 to 4 pems; damp
and foggy, visibility often less than 100 feet; little wind. Rufrfed
Grouse, 2; American Crow, 1 or 2 heardy Black-capped Chickadee, 5;

Cardinal, 2; Junco, 10, == William Lord.

el

Shenandoah Nationel Park, Va. (Same area as in lest 4 years;
72 mile radius centering on Skylend, altitudes 1000-3680 feet).
December 30; 7:30 a.m, to 2:30 p.ms Clear; temp. 40° to 509; wind SE to N,
1-8 m.pshe; grond bare. Two observers in 2 parties. Total party-hours, 5
(3 on foot, 2 by car) total party-miles, 625 (2% on foot, 60 by car).
Turkey Vulture, 17; d tailed Hawk, 2; Ybllow-shaftnd Fllcxer, 2; Blue Jay,
16; Common Raven, 8, Lrerican Crowy 30 Carolina Chickadee, 10; Tufted
Titmouse, 5; Caroline ‘Vren, 2; Mockingbird 1l; Hermit Thrush, 1- IZastern
Blvebird, 1; Common Sterling, 118; Iyrtle Harbler, 1; Cardinal, 6;
Purple ‘inch, 6; smerican CGoldfinch, 15; Slate-colored Junco, 16; hite-
throated Sparrow, 10; sSon- Sparrow, l; unidentified, 4. Total, 20 species;
266 individuals. =-- Howard H., Chapman, Park Naturalist Paul G, Favour, Jr.
(compiler) .

R, WO

Harrisonburg, Va., (VWaterman vood to Tide Spring, a total distance
of 12 miles ineluding oak-hickory-juniper-pine woodlot B0%, oek-hickory
woodlot 10%, a small villace bordering College Campus 10%, juniper-pine
wasteland, 5/, pasture field and fence rows 15%). Small pond in oak-hickory
woodlot covered with ice. December 27; 8:;10 a.m. to 3:00 p.a. Clear
blue sky, frost on ground. Temp. at start, 340; at noon, 560; at close, 57°.
W7ind from south 9~15 mepeh. Three observers working within calling
distance of each others. Total party-hours, 21. Turkey Vulture, 21;

Sparrow Hawk, 1; Bob-white, 14; Killdeer, 1; Mourning Dove, 36; Flicker, 1;
Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2; Red-headed 'loodpecker, 1;
Downy Woodpecker, 9; Blue Jay, 6; Crow, 57; Carolina Chickadee, 62;
Tufted Titmouse, 17; White-breasted Nuthatch, 11; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 3;
Carolina 'iren, 4; Mockingbird, 15; Robin, 8; Bluebird, l; 3tarling, 64;
lMyrtle Warbler, 3; Bnglish Svparrow, 97; Cardinal 30; Goldlfinch, 3; Slate=-
colored Junco, 93; Tree Sparrow, 13; White-throated Sparrow, 8; Song
Sparrow, 2. Total, 29 species; 584 individuals. =-- Deaniel B. Suter,
Richard eaver, D. Ralph Hostetter. On Tuesday, December 21, on Route 33,
top of Shenandoah Mountain, an Evening Grosbeak flew from the bank in front
of the car, turned about and flew back into the bushes.--D. Ralph Hosteétter.

===000-~=~

Rockinsham County, Va. (Within 7% mile radius from Ottobine).
December 26; 7:30 a.m. t0 5 DM, Vleather clear; 20° at start, 626 at
2 Pems, 340 at finish, Two observers plus pointer dog, on foot and in car;
t0 observers at feedin- stations; two observers in car and on foot
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shorter periods. Elevation 1160 to 3200 feet; habitats, cottonwood-

sycamore river bottom, open farm land and farm woodlot, lammand shade trees
in town, mixed Appalachian conifers and hardwoods in mountains. Ground

clear, except show on north slopes of mountains, TFied-billed Grebe, 1;
linllerd, 500; Black Duck, 4; Gadwall, 10; Baldpate, 33; Pintail, 19;
Green-winged Teal, 1; Ring-necked Duck, 1l; Turkey Vulture, 79; Black

Vulture, 3; Cooper's Hawk, l; Red-talled Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 2;

Ruffed Grouse, 5 (3 drumming); Bob-white, 13 (2 coveys); Coot, 10;

Sereech Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 1l; Flickér, l; Pileated 'oodpecker, 3;
Red-bellied "loodpecker, l; Downy ‘loodpecker, 8; Horned Lark, 17; Blue Jay, 16;
Reven, 1; “merican Crow, 60; Fish Crow, 2; Black-capped Chickadee, 28;
Carolinco Chickadee, 1; Tufted Titmouse, 5; "hite-breasted Nuthatch, 3;
Ped-breazted Nuthatch, 2; Winter Wren, 1; Carolina Tren, 2; lockingbird, 5;
Robin, 1; Bluebird, 4; Migrant Shrike, 1; Starling, 160; Yellow Palm

Varbler, 1; ‘nglish Sparrow, 40; Meedowlark, 2; Cardinal, 14; Lvening
Crosbeak, 12; Goldfinch, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 3; Tree 3Sparrov, 1;
“hite-crowned Sparrow, 29; Song Sparrow, 6. Total, 49 species; 1129 individuals,
liex ¥+ Carpenter, Nell K. Boitnott, Harriet Jopson, H.D. Shaver, li. Leon
Powell, Harry G.lM. Jopson.

«==000===~

Lexington, Va. (same as last year). December 27; 7 a.ms to 1 Dpeme;
2 Pelly t0 5 Delej Clear; temp. 32C to 550; no wind; ground frozen, thaw-
ing in p.m.; streams open, ponds mostly open. Sixteen observers in 3
parties. Total party-hours, 27 (24 on foot, 3 by car); total partymmiles,
119 (39 on foot, 80 by car). Horned Grebe, 1; Pied-billed Grebe, 3;
Great Blue Heron, 2; Black Duck, 1; Turkey Vuiture, 81; Black Vulture, 52;
Sharp-shinned Hawk, l; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 4; Sparrow
Hawk, 1; Bob-white, 14; Killdeer, 1l; Wilson's Snipe, 10; lMourning Dove,96;
Belted Kingfisher, 3; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 9; Pileated Toodnecker, 16;
Red=bellied Woodpecker, 12; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 4; Downy Woodpecker,
18; Eastern Phoebe, 9; Horned Lark, 7; Blue Jay, 38; American Crow, 401; *
Caroline Chickadee, 73; Tufted Titmouse, 19; White-breasted Nuthatch, 30;
Brown Creeper, 2; Carolina Wren, 32; Mockingbird, 33; American Robin, 18;
Hermit Thrush, 5; Zastern Bluebird, 41; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2:
Loggerhead Shrilke, 9; Common Starling, 1,222; Myrtle Warbler, 6; House
Sparrow, 241; Eastern lleadowlark, 2; Rusty Blackbird, 35; Red=winged
Blackbird, 1; Cardinal, 172; Purple Finch, 13; American Goddfinch, 57;
Zastern Towhee, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 234; American Tree Sparrow, 40;
Field Sparrow, 26; "hite-crowned Sparrow, 25; White-throated Sparrow, 43;
Song Sparrow, 29. Total, 52 species; 3254 individuels, =-- C.7/. Barritt,
NeF. Carroll, Ann Carroll, Robert Carroll, Jr.,Cordon Zchols, lrs. Gordon
Tehols, Naney Tchols, Cordon Boster, Osecar Gupton, J.J. lurray, Mrs. J.J.
Murray, James 'urray, Jr., Charles Ritchey, Harry Quick, Hallam Walker,
Joshua "omeldorf.

* Blackecapped Chickadees, 48

-, S



Page 24 THE RAVEN January, 1955

Roanoke, Vae. (lurray's Pond, Carvins Cove, Woodrum Field Airport,
Salem, Benmett Springs). December 26; 7:30 @aem. to 3:30 p.m. Temp, 20°
to 489; no wind; ground thawing in afternoon; Murray's Pond partly frozen.
26 miles in car - 6 on foot. Black Duck, 10; Turkey Vulture, B; Cooper's
Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hewk, 1; lourning Dove, 258; Kingfisher, 2; Flicker, 1;
Red-headed Tloodpécker, 2; Yéllow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 1;
Downy 'loodpecker, 5; Phoebe, 1; Northern Horned Lerk, 10%; Prairie
Horned Lark, 1%*; Blue Jay, 9; Crow, 15; Black-capped Chickadee, 1;
Carolina Chickedee, 13; Tufted Titmouse, 3; "hite-breasted Nuthatch, 3;
Redbbreasted Nuthatch, 4; Carolina Wren, 3; Mockingbird, 14; Bluebird, 1;
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Shrike, 1; Starling, 500 (est.¥; English
Sparrow, 33; Cardinal, 1l1; Pine Siskin, 10; Goldfinch, 13; Junco, 19;
Field Sparrow, 8; 'hite-crowned Sparrow, 1ll1; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 13;
Sons Sparrow, 10. Total, 36 species; 1018 individuals. =-- Leigh Hawkins,
C.H, Lewis, lirs. Frank Venn, Dr. P.F., Kendig, A.O. English.

* Horned Larks observed by Kendig - 27th.

--——Omc—-—

Blacksburg, Va. (Residential areas in town and along northern
edge, V,P.I. campus, 3truble's Creek to New River, Tom's Creek and Brush
Mountain to New River, New River from mouth of Struble's Creek to Giles
County line, Roanoke River Valley from Bennetts Mill to about 1 mile
below Lllett; same area as last year with addition of Roanoke River valley;
pasture and plowed land 20%, town and suburbs 10%, virgin white oak wood=-
lots 15%, mixed pine-oak woods 20%, river and creek bottom 35%). December 28;
6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.nm. Cloudy; temp. 38° to 55°; wind, none at start,
about 10 m.p.he by end of day; several light showers durinz day; ground
bare; ponds unfrozen. Xourteen observers in 8 parties. Total party-hours,
52% (48% on foot, 4 by car), total party-miles, 1123 (631 on foot, 49 by
car). Horned Grebe, l; Pied-billed Grebe, 2; Mallard, 72; Black Duck, 44;
Gadwall, 5; American i/idgeon, 125; Pintail, 8; Green-winged Teal, 1; Ring-
necked Duck, 53; Canvas-back, 16; Lesser Scaup, 228; American GColden-sye, 37;
Buffle-head, 90; Ruddy Duck, 3; Hooded lMergenser, 8; Turkey Vulture, 13;
Black Vulture, 6; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 4; Red-shouldered
Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hark, 6; Ruffed Grouse, 5; Bob-white, 16 (1 covey);
"ilson's 3nipe, 5; Mourning Dove, 77; Screech Owl, 1; Short-eared Owl, 1
(ReJo'7.); Belted Kin-fisher, €; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 22; Pileated
WWoodpecke:r, 7; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 20; Red-headed Woodpeclker, 8;
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, 12; Downy Voodpecker, 45;
Dastern Phoebe, 9; Horned Lark, 152; Blue Jay, 193; American Crow, 1,086
(6504, 436); Black-capped Chickadee, 7; Carolina Chickadee, 175; Tufted
Titmouse, 82; Vhite-breasted Nuthatch, 45; Red-breasted Nuthcteh, 18;

Brown Creeper, 4; ’inter 'ren, 7; Carolina ‘/ren, 45; Liockingbird, 43;

American Robin, 4; Hermit Thrush, 6; Zastern Bluebird, 17; Golden-crowvmed
Kinglét, 3; Loggerhead Shrike, 4; Common Starline, 1,773 (1,2804, 493);
Myrtle Warbler , 7; House Sparrow, 343; Zastern Meadowlark, 15; Red-winged
Blackbird, 8; Rusty Blackbird, 20; Purple Grackle, 18; Brown-headed

Cowbird, 15; Cardinal, 151; Purple Finch, 10; Pine Siskin, 5; American
Boldfinch, 172; Eastern Towhee, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 265; American Tree
Sparrow, 120; Field Sparrow, 111; ‘hite~-crowned Sparrow, 83; White-

throated Sparrow, 41; Swamp Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 208, Total, 73 species;
about 6,224 individuals. (Remarks: Three birds believed to have been
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Brewer's Blackbirds were observed and carefully studied at close range by
Ce0sH., Jrs Although the identification seems good, the record is being
listed as hypothetical, inasmuch as there is only one previous Virginia
records.) =-- A.L, Dean, lrs. I.A, Smyth, Jr., Allen Smyth, G.M. Shear,

C."+ Roane, M.CG. Hele, H,3. losby, C.H. Hanson, John Cooper, C.0. Handley,Sr.,
C.0. Handley, Jre., J.)M. Handley, J.W. Murray, R.J. "atson (compiler).

.7, —

Abingdon, Va. (same area as in revious years; farmlend and
pastures 40%, deciduous woodland 30%, mixed pine and deciduous woodland 15%,
marsh and creek bottoms 10%, lake 5%). December 25; 6:45 a.me. to 5:30 pem.
Clear; temp. 140 to 579; wind NW, o=5 m.p.h.; ponds and lakes frozen; no
snow. Three observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours, 22 (20 on foot, 2
by car); total party-miles, 49 (24 on foot, 25 by car). Pied-billed Grebe,3;
Great Blue Heron, 2; Mallard, 60; Black Duck, 19; VWood Duck, 7; Hooded
lierganser, 13; Turkey Vulture, 25; Black Vulture, 4; Cooper's Hawk, 1;
Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Marsh Hawk, 3; Sparrow Hemsk, 8; Bob-white, 2; Sora, 1;
Kitldeer, 4; iilson's Snipe, 4; Mourning Dove, 54; Belted Kingfisher, 1;
Yellow-shafted rflicker, 2; Pileated Woodpecker, 1l; Red-bellied Tioodpecker, 4;
Downy Woodpecker, 7; Eastern Phoebe, 1; Horned Lark, 13; Blue Jay, 41;
American Crow, 225; Black-capped Chickadee, 1; Carolina Chickadee, 100;
Chickadee (sp.), 30; Tufted Titmouse, 9; White-breasted Nuthatch, 6;
Viinter 'ren, 1l; Carolina VWren, 17; Mockingbird, 40; Hermit Thrush, 1;
Zastern Bluebird, 16; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 12; Cedar axwing, 5;
Loggerhead Shrike, 2; Common Starling, 400; House Sparrow, 90; “astern
Meadowlark, 107; Red-winged Blackbird, 41; Brewer's Blackbird, 1, (distinct
purplish head reflections noted by observer familiar with the species,
second state record-S.R.); Brown-headed Cowbird, 40; Cardinel, 76;
Evenine Grosbeak, 20; Pine Siskin, 13; American Goldfinch, 200; Zastern
Towhee, 1; Savannah Sparrow, 8; Leconte's Sparrow, 2 (one collected, new
addition to state 1list-S.R.); Slate-colored Junco, 226; Field Sparro@, 114;
"hite-crowned Sparrow, 36; "hite-throated Sparrow, 20; Swamp Sparrow, 60;
Sone Sparrow, 128, Total, 57 species; 2,329 individuals, (Seen in area
December 24th Yellow-bellied Sapsueker, 1; Brown Creeper, l; Americen
Robin, 16.) -~ Richard L. Diener, Carl T. Fleenor, Stephen I, Russell
(compiler). (The Sora was found at its usual wintering spot at a mill
pond within the city limits of Abingdon,)

B o0 o PO

Mt. Rogers, Ve. (same area as previous years with additional
coverage of eastern approaches to lit. Rogers: First Peak, Second Peak, Third
Peak, Stone liountain and Pine Mountain; elevation range 4400 to 5719 ft.
(highest point in Virginia); deciduous forest 405, grassy fields 3%,
spruce-fir forest 22,). December 26; 7:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.ms Clear;
temp 26° to &9°; wind SE, o0~5 m.D.h.; snow ranging in depth from 12 in. in
Elk Garden Gap to 28 in. crusted snow on summit; little icé on streams.

Six observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours, 27; total party-miles, 30
(all on foot). Ruffed Grouse, 4; Pileated Wloodpecker, 2; Hairy iioodpecker,
9; Downy ioodpecker, 14; Horned lark, 7; Blue Jay, 1; Common Raven, 6;
smerican Crow, 20; Black-capped Chickadee, 1; Carolina Chickadee, 17;
Tufted Titmouse, 13; ihite-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 3;
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Brown Creeper, 2; ‘merican Robin, 12; Eastern Bluebird, 3; Colden-crowned
Kinglet, 2; Pipit, 1 (sp.?- identified in flight by call as Sprague's - R.D.);
ge ar wgfgi : 93 Evening Grosbeak, 27; Pine Siskin, 10; Americen Goldfinch,
/Rey . CEpgeRl :ired Junco. 19, Total, 24 species; 188 individuals. ==
Fred %/. Behrend, Richard L. Diener, Douglas A, Patterson, Stephen !, Tussell
(compiler), A. Randolf Shields, Edwin O. Willis. (Notes: There are no new
cones on the spruce and fir trees this year compared to the very heavy
crop of last year. This is certainly at least pertially responsible for
the marked drop in nurbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches, Siskins, White-
breasted Nuthatches end Tufted Titmouse also were in reduced numbers, Snow
fall this winter is much a2bove average. The mountain had not been bare of
snow on top since very early November, and the accumulated snow averaged
28-30 inches. However, this snow cover has prevented the ground temperature
from droppinz below 34° (Dec. 26). Grouse were way below usuel numbers.
The four seen this year were recorded on the additional area which was new
this year; none were seen on the same route that produced 18 in 1952.
The two Pileated Woodpeckers were seen at 4600!' in the new coverage. This
is the highest these birds have been noted at any season in the vicinity of
the mountain. The Horned Larks constitute the first census record but have
been recorded there in December. The Robins were noted as they flew over
Tk Garden Gap (4450'). The Ivening Grosbeaks were seen by all parties but
in all cases were in flisht over the mountain. They apparently preferred
the valley. Junco's were low, probebly due to the snow. No birds seen above
5200' on Mte. Rogers; Red-breasted Nuthatch at 5500' on White Top.)

= ==000~= wm

SUMMARY OF 1954 CHRISTMAS COUNT IN VIRGINIA

By John Grey

It was an unusually interesting count which broke a lot of records.
It was our best year as to: - total counts, 25; observers, 162; species, 170,
compared to 154 previously; individual birds, 2,812,529; Back Bay found 116
species. for a new high (108 previously) - Chincoteague had 104,

Te added LeConte's Sparrow to the State list (4bingdon); ~ot the
second and third records of Brewer's Blackbirds (Blacksburg and Abingdon),
the first one beins October 8, 1952, at Boach's Run (Raven, 24:58). A
dozen birds vere added to the count list: Louisiane Heron, Yellow-crowned
Nirht Heron, Ring-necked Pheasant, Florida Gellinule, Oyster-catcher,
Dovitcher, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Barn Owl, Brewer's Blackbird, Redpoll,
LeConte's Sparrow, and Lincoln Sparrow. This brings the total species
recorded to 194 and six subspecies,

For the first time we recorded 21l of the 138 species we consider
regular - meaning they are found each year, or at least more than half the
time. 1952 was our best previous year when we missed only Falcon and
Short-eared Owl.
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Northern birds: Ivening Grosbeaks wer:z at Brooke, Hopewell,
Harrisonburg, Rockingham, end Abingdon; Black-capped Chickadees were along
the northern part of the State, down the Valley and out to Abingdon. The
Redpoll at Chincoteague i1s the only other unusual northern bird, for
Furple Sandpiper, Red Crossbill, and Snow Bunting heve been with us the
past two years in similar numbers.

Surprisincs is the large number of southern birds scattered over
the eastern counts: Blue-winged Teal, Sora, Ringed and Piping Flover,
Creater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Semipalmated and “estern Sandpipers, Common
and Roval Terns, Tree Swallow, Baltimore Oriole, and Vesper Sparrov.
orfolk even turns up a Least Bittern, but begng dead he was not counted.

Three resident birds that have escaped us in the past were listed
this year: Yellow-crowned Nicht Heron, Barn Owl, and Oyster-catcher.

Geographically our counts were: 13 east of the Falls line; three
in Piedmont; two in the Blue Iidge; four in the Valley; and three in the
Southwest corner. It is encouraging to see the thorough work dome in so
many cases with honors going to Chincoteague, Back Bay, Brooke, Ft. Belvoir,
Hopewell, Lexington, Blacksburg, and Mt. Rogers.

The weather began cold with the resuli that some found a good bit
of ice on ponds, but toward the end of the period it got gquite warm with a
high of 690 an& meny had over 60°. By contrast Mt. Rogers had three
varties working 13 hours on foot and finding only 188 birds - snow in
places was 30 inches deep.

Individual Trends

Loons were scarce, but grebes were found all across the State as
in '32. No Red-necked Grebe for two years. Herons are increasing with
Great Blue everywhere as expected; but Louisiana surprises us; American
Tgrets continue to winter in good numbers, Blackecrowned Night were scarce;
Yellow-crowned Night is so local that it is not surprising we have missed
it in the past; Little Blue have been recorded once before,

Snow Geese recorded in five places but fewer birds. Blue Geese
absent at Back Bay, while Curles ©HNeck and Presquile Refuge surpass the
best previous count.

Dabbling ducks: lMallard were asgain numarous with Frescuile:
heving 4,500; Blacks wary greatly, some places having half the usual number
end other places having meny more than formerly. Gadwall had a hich count
at Chincotearue, on the Peninsula, and at Blacksburg they ere four times
as common, with Rockinchamn also having some. A single Blue-winged Teal
adds to our few winter records, althouch two counts had them last vear,
"0od Duck were reported at four places, Hopewell having 300; vet a few
vears back we wondered if these birds wintered with us.
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Diving Ducks: Rins-necks and Canvas-backs were more common, with
other species rather scarce. Greater Scaup at Little Creek only; Ruddy
scarcer than usual. 3Surf{ Seoter were common as expected, but "hite-winged
end American were verv scarce, American Merganser only on the James and
Totomac with Brooke havine 1600,

Birds of prey: Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks were scarce;
Red-shouldered more common; only one Rough-legged was noted; lersh Hewks
west of the Falls line are always searce, but Lynchburg had one and
I/bingdon three; there were seven Pigeon Hawks at four places.

Grouse have becn reported from Mt. Rogers in decreasin; numbers for
the past three years, but the Valley and Blacksburg saw more this year,

Rails turned up from the James, York, Chickehominy, cnd Potomzc.
Sora are again reported at Toano and Abingdon, each havin; reported them
once before fpr our only winter records. Ten Coots in the Valley surprise us.

Shorebirds are much in evidence with 11 species reported in
contrast to & few Sanderlin. and Black-bellied Flover of = few years back.
lore common this year are Black-bellied Plover, Snine, and Zed-backed Sandpiper.

Gulls and terns: there were more of 2ll kinds of gulls this
vear and we notice especially the increase in BlacK-backed and Bonaparies;
Laughing Gulls only at Hog Island. Forster's Terns have become rerular
in winter on the Bay, and there were good observatians of a Tlock of
Common and one Roysl Tern.

Short-eared Owls only at Hopewell and Blacksburg. Red-headed
oodpeckers on seven counts as compared with forr in '53., Sapsuckers are
again scarce, or unreported, east of the Peninsula. Thoebes were every-
vhere, except Zastern Shore, where none reported for past three vears.
Jays continue to increase in the east with 11 birds in the Norfolk ares,

Black~-capped Chickadees reported from 11 places for a total of
98 birds in contrast to two at Lexington last veer. Iurray thinks most
of these are probably the Appelechian form which we get regularly, though
in smaller numbers. However, he collected three birds on House lMountain
near Texington and found he had three races: Northern Carolina, Jastern
and ‘pprlachicn Black=-capped - this is the only Virginia record for the
Zastern outside the Washington-Arlington area,

Red-breasted Nuthetches are more widely dis tributed this vear,
even though the total number does not egual the It. Rogers count of last vear.
Brown Creepers were also more widely scattered,

House Virens: a single bird at Back Bay; Long-~billed larsh Wrens
at four places compared to two counts last year with each year yielding
five birds. Catbirds and Brown Thrashers in the east to Jrooke and Hopewell
as usual,
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Kinglets are a2 puzzle with Golden-crowned totalling the same
number of birds on the last two counts - 640 birds compared to 400 in '52.
However, several places got a single bird . and considered them scarce.
Rubr-crowned were more numerous this year and better distributed.

larblers were scarce -~ though no lack of lMyrtle east of the Falls
line, and on the coast they were sizx times as abundant; Pine were scarce;
our only Palm was a Yellow Talm in Rockingham; the only Yellow-throat was
at Back Bay. Orange~crormed total six birds in four places.

House Sparrows:; '52 - 737; '53 - 1064; '54 - 2352, lMaybe they
do not know they are supposed to decrease,

Redwings had one of their unbeliebable years, with the Cape Henry
region counting them at more than two and one half million. When mwou see
one of these flights these figures do not seem fantastie, for the birds
are everywhere, and they just keep on coming. Rusty Blackbirds seem to
have concentrated at Ft. Belvoir. Boat-tailed Grackles only at Chincoteague,
with no records on a count from Back Bay for the past few years. Newport
News again had Baltimore Oriole; lapt year these birds were north to
llassachusetts.

Purple Finches more numerous; Siskins with the same number as
last year are mach more widely scattered - but about half the big count of
1952+ Sparrows are represented by 13 species. Savannahs from Lynchbure
east and at 4Abingdon; Tree Sparrows nearly everywhere - excent the
Teninsula; Field more common in the west than last vear; Fox more widely
distributed; more Song Sparrows except at Brooks and Ft. Belvoir. Snow
Buntings were in good numbers along the coaste

~-- Williamsburg, Virginia
SRV [ ¢ PO

TZN YZIARS O CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS
IN ARLINGTON

By Arthur.H. Fast

For ten years ve have taken Christmes Bird counts 6n our home
acre, 4924 Rock Sprinz Roeod, Arlington, Virginia, IZach of these counts was
taken on the day sponsored by the Audubon 3ociety of the Distriet of
Colurmbia, and was within the count period desicnated by the National
fudubon Society. Our counts have been included (under Feeding Stations)
in the Christmas Bird Counts published in the ATLANTIC NATURALIST (formerly
the WOOD THRUSH) and in the Christmas Bird Count issues of AUDURON FI.LD
NOTiS. The annexed tabulation shows the results of our counts. It will
be noted that many of the same species of birds are present each Christmas
season; 12 of the total of 33 species were counted each year; another 6
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species were counted each ycar but one, Generally speaking, even though
such northern species as the Purple Finch, the Evening Grosbeak and the
Pine 3iskin are presen® in the area, they do not reabh us until late
Janvary or early February.

Christmas Bird Counts

Species No. of 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1904
years Decs Dece Dec. Jan. Decs Decs Dec. Dec. Jan. Jan,
seen 23 21 20 2/49 31 30 31 20 2/54 1/55

Sharp-sh. Havk 1 - 1 - - - - - -

I'ourning Dove 6 5 - 2 - - 2 3 3 5
Barred Owl 1 - g = - - - - - - -
Flicker 5 - - 1 1 2 - AE 1 - =
Red.-b. Woodpecker 10 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 2 2
Sapsucker 7 1l - 1 1 1 1 1l - - 1
Hairy vioodpecker 9 1 3 2 1 2 2 - 1 2 2
Dowgy ilocodpecker 10 3 4 3 3 4 4 2 4 4 4
Blue Jay 9 5 5 5 2 6 6 2 - 2 8
Crow 10 2 3 3 6 7 5 5 5 2 5
Black=-c. Chick. 1 - - - - - - - - - 3
Car. Chickadee 10 2 4 4 3 4 2 4 4 4 2
Tuf'ted Titmouse 10 4 5 6 4 5 ] 3 4 4 3
“hite-b.Nuthatech 10 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3
Red-b, Muthatch i 5 - - - - - - - - - 1
Brown Creeper 9 1 1 2 1 1 - 2 2 1 1
Car, Tiren 10 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Mockingbird 10 1 1 i 2 ] 1 1 1 2 1 1
Bluebird 4 - - - 1l - - 5 - 2 6
Ruby-c. Kinglet 3 - - - - 1l 1 18 -
Starling 9 4 - 1 1 20 10 25 25 20 25
Mvrtle “arter 4 - - 6 6 8 2 - - - -
nglish Sparrow 9 25 20 15 5 1l 3 - 10 25 10
Cerdinel 10 6 12 8 6 6 8 8 6 6 6
Purple Finch 1 - - - = 1 - - - - -
Pine Siskin 1 - - - - - - - 5 - -
Goldfinch 9 - 5 5 6 7 2 12 15 12 10
Red-eyed Towhee a - 1l - - - - - - - -
Slate-c, Junco 10 8 15 15 20 12 10 20 35 10 14
Bree Sparrow i 2 1 - - - = - - - - -
Thite-t. Sparrow 10 8 12 20 15 15 20 12 25 8 10
Fox Sparrow 1l - - - - - - - i - -
Song Sparrow 10 2 3 2 2 1 2 2 3 5 3
Total individuals 84 102 107 92 108 87 114 153 118 127

Total species 33 20 20 21 23 23 19 21 2l 21 23
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF BLUE RIDGE FORAY

The Annual Blue Ridge Foray will be held this year on June 10, 11
and 12 at Skyland in Shenandoah Nationdl Park,

The group will assemble at Skyland on the night of June 9 to dis-
cuss the itinerary with Park Neturalist Paul Favour who will conduct the
forays. The present plan calls for the meeting to break up around one or
two o'clock on the afternoon of the 12th.

Each person will have to obtain his or her own accommodation at
Skyland, which is operated by the Virginia Sky-line Co. of Luray, Va.
Rates at Skyland are as follows: Dormitory rooms with two twin beds in
each are available at $1.50 per person. Private cabins are available at
#3400 to ;3500 per night single, or, $5.00 to $8.00 double, leals can
be obtained at Skyland. Skyland is on the Skyline Drive ten miles south
of Thornton Gep where U.S. 211 crosses the Drive,

No reservation fee will be charged for this meeting since the
V30 is under no obligations for meals or other accommodations.

Those who cannot be present for the full 3-day foray may still
find tt worthwhile to attend the meeting for one or even two days.

Further details regarding this trip may be obtained by writing
either Paul PFavour, Jr., Shenandoah National Park, Luray, Va. or
CsCe Steirly, ‘vaverly, Va.

~= GC.C. Steirly, Trip Chairman

===000-~=~

President Jack Perkins, in view of our objective in trying to
bring about some legislation for the protection of hawks and owls in
Virginia, recommends the reading of the following pamphlet:

BIRDS PROTICTED BY LAW, by Frederick C, Lincoln. Wildlife
Leaflet #327, May 1950,

This may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents,
VVashington, D.Ce
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THE RICHMOND AREA
By F. R. Scott

General
The Richmond Area has been drawn arbitrarily as an ellipse with the
major axis running from :shland and Hanover on the north to Petersburg on the
south. ‘lestward the area includes Midlothian and eastern Goochland County and
extends eastward to Hopewell and central Charles City County.

As thus defined the Richmond Area includes most of the Richmond
metropolitan area and enough of the outlying distriets to give a good sample
of the biotic communities in this section of the state. The Fall Line, or
more accurately, the Fall Zone, passes through Richmond nerth and south and
divides the Piedmont from the Goastal Plain. Geologically, this zone marks
the beginning of the down-warping of the Piedmont. To the casual observer,
however, it is more obvious as the zone that separates the rapids of the James
from tidal action.

In a previous article (Raven 22: 45-78, 1951) I briefly described
some of the most interestin: places for ornithological field trips in the
Richmond Area, and some of these were covered by Pettingill in his A GUIDT TO
BIRD FINDING (1951: 559-560 ond 567-568)3 I heve described them in more detail
farther alonc in this paper.

Local Factors Influencing Distribution and Abundance

In the Richmond Area there seem to be three main factors which cause
differences in bird populations from one section to another.

(1) Geographic. In any area such as this which is 35 to 40 miles
across there is bound to be some distributional discontinuities aseribable
principally to geographic factors (distances from centers of abundance,
climetic changes, etc.). Hence, the Brown-headed Nuthatch is more regular
near Petersburg than farther north, and the Baltimore Oriole was once considered
a summer resident in Henover County, but not farther south (7. Palmer, fide
JeJ. lurray, Raven 6: 3-4, February=-March, 1935).

(2) Physiographic. By physiogrephic factors I mean principally
geologic and topographic features. The Fall Zone and the James River are the
main ones. As far as can be determined, the Fall Zone exerts no direct in-
fluence on birds, but indirectly it is highly important as noted below. The
James River has a local effect, but i$s main influence is also indirect. It
can not in any way be considered a barrier to north-south movement.

(3) Biotic. The vprincipal influence of the Fall Zone and the James
River lies in their effect on biotic communities, which are one of the out-
standing factors in bird distribution. This is essentially a problem of the
prevalence of water areas and aquatic communities east of the Zone and the
scarcity of these to the west. Hence, many birds relatively common on the
Coastal Flain are rare, local, or absent on the Piedmont; e.g., Canada Goose,
Ruddy Duck, Laughing Gull, Forster's Tern, and Prothonotary Tarbler.
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This grouping of main factors affecting bird distribution and abundance
in the Richmond Area is ¢uite arbitrary, and few, if any, problems cen be
explsined by only one. The prevalence of Pine /arblers in the eastern part
of the area is directly a result of extensive loblolly pine forests there.

The relative scarcity of these pines in the northwestern part of the area is
a result of both geographic and physiographic influcnces.

Distributional differences between the land birds of the Coastal
Flain and those of the Piedmont seem to be mainly questions of differences in
abundence, and these too can be answered by differences in the hebitats.
Therefore, where loblolly pine is so common in the east, the oak-=hickory forest
is similarly common in the west, although neither replaces each other entirely.

I stated earlier that the main effect of the James Iiiver was throuch
its effect on biotic communities, but this is a simplification. As an example,
the water and marsh areas caused by the river make possible thc wintering of
a large flock of Canada Geese, but these certainly would not occur in such
numbers were it not for the extensive land feedin~ areas they have on nearby
farmse Aside from its influence on biotic communities, the James 1s also
important as a migration route. Birds seen utilizing the river for this
purpose (i.e., birds obserbved in diurnal migration) include American Fgret,
Ring-billed Gull, various swallows, and Fish Crow. Other species, such as
the Laughing Gull and Torster's Tern, use the river as a route for post=-
breeding movements that can not be classified as migrationse. The principal
migration route of most water birds here, however, seems to be in a north-
south direction. The waterfowl flicht between the Great Lekes and Chesapeake
Bay occurs too far north and east for the James to be of much use except as
an occasional restine area,

The City of Richmond Parks

Richmond may be well~known for a number of things, but an enlirhten-
ed or even adequate park program is not one of these, Aside from a number of
small neighborhood parks of a highly formal nature, there are only three
parks worthy of the name in the entire eity serving a city population of about
250,000 people. These perks ere Forest Hill on the South Side, Bryan Park
on the North Side, and Byrd Fark and adjacent Maymont in the West End. All
of’ these have been developed on the ancient theory that the less naturel
areas and the more grass and concrete, the better park.

Such & park is not productive of wildlife on the whole, but i% is
not a complete avian desert. The extensive grass plots meke excellent feeding
areas for Flickers and Robins, and the groves of mature otks are ideal for
ned-headed Woodpeckers. In all, the birds of the city parks are pretty
much what might be expected; hi-hly specizlized and not at all representative
of the region as a whole, All three of these parks have small lakes that
occasionally sttract waterfowl, but they are in general too formal and small
to have eny permanent attraction for birds. Indeed, it is a sad commentary
on Richmond that open sewers drain directly into the stream feeding the
Bryan Park lakes. Byrd Park is somewhat of an exception, for a flock of
domestic ducks and geese and heavy artificial feeding attract a hich winter
population of feral weterfowl. The principal wintering species here are
Mallards, Baldpates, Ring-necked Ducks, Ruddy Ducks, Coots, and Ring-billed
Gulls., Some of these, especially the Mallards and the gulls, also spend
considereble time on the nearby James River.
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Pocashontas 3tate Park

In the 1930's the Federal Government developed Swift Creek
Recreational Demonstration Aree as & 7,600-acre park project. Two large lokes
with beaches were constructed, several group ceamps and picnic areas were
devcloped, and o number of access roads and trails were built. In 1946 this
area was turned over to the Virginie Department of Conservation and Develop=-
ment, and there vas a statewide contest to choose a name for it. Pocahontas
Memorial State Park won out, but the Memorial part was soon droppede As far
as residents of Virginia were concdrned, this park, only 18 miles south of
Richmond, mi~ht as well have passed out of existence at this point. No
attempt was made to keep the trails open or to develop it any further, nor
was attendance encouraged, in spite of this being the closest recreational
area to a major city, which itself had inadequate park foecilities. Reccntly
and without the slightest fanfare, a large part of the park was turned over
to the State Forest Sexrvice, and cutting was begun of some of the state's
best stands of loblolly pines.

The two lakes are too deep to have much attraction for wintering
weterfowl, but both of them are utilized commonly in migration, especially by
Pied-billed Grebes, Blue-winged Teal,, and Lesser Scaups. A nwrber of Vood
Ducks nest in the surroundin: forests, snd flecks of up to 60 usually build
up by late summer. A lorge beaver dem and pond in & rather inaccessible
place at the head of Third Bfench Lske has improved the area a grest deal far
surface-feaeding ducks.

Tor land birds the perk offers excellent examples of mature hardwood
forests typical of the Piedmont. As a result both the Torm-eating /arbler
and the Scarlet Tanarer sean more common here as breeding birds than -y
plece else in the Richmond area., Until very recently old ficelds growing up
in younr~ pines here were the northernmost rerular station near the Fall Zone
for Bachman's Sparrow,

The mein park entrance, which is clearly marked on most hirhway maps,
lies gbout 5 miles west of Chesterfield Court House on Virgiuia secondary
route 655,

Curles Neck, Presquile, and Hopewell

Like most of the other rivers of eastern Virginia, the James turns
abruptly south for about 10 miles &s soon as it crosses the all Zone.
Beginning where it turns eastward eagein end extendins nearly to Hopewell is
a series of meanders encompé@ssing a number of wooded swamps and some open
marshes. The most well-known of these and the easiest to reach are Curles
Neck and Fresquile.

Curles Neck, a large 5000-acre dairy farm, lies on the north side
of the James approximatoly 10 miles southeast of the Richmond city limits on
Virginia route © in Henrico County. Presquile National uildlife Refuge,
frequently called Turkey Island or Turkey Bend, lies in Chesterfield Jounty,
east of, and directly across the river from, Curles Neck and is reached via
Bermuda Hundred off Virginia route 10. A navigation chamnnel cut thiough the
neck of the meander has made Presquile a true islend, and access to the refuge
is evailable only by prior arrangement via a privete ferry. The refuge
telephone is reached throurh a Hopewell exchange; the mailing address is
Route 2, Chester, Virginia,
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Both Presquile and Curles Neck are famous old Virginia estates,
Curles Neck being first settled in 1611, In 1952 :idolphus .illiaoms be-
queathed Presquile to the 3tate or Federal Govermment for a wildlife refuge.
The offer was accepted by the Figh and Wildlife Service, and in early 1953
ire and lirs, John L. Delime arrived from St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge
in Florida to manage the.new refuge.

The tip of Curles I'eck and most of Presquile consist primarily of

wooded gum-meple swemps with small tidal "ereeks" winding through them.
ere is relatively little cypress ot Presquile and virtually none at

Curles MNeck, The creeks arc passable only by small boats holding 3 or 4
people, an unfortunate situation for group field trips, and at low tide the
creeks ere generally impassable. If one is acquainted vwith the terrain and
has a compass, he can normally walk or wade through the Curles lNeck swamp,
but Presquile is said to heve softer soil. ZFoot travel is easlest vhen the
swamp is dry in summer or frozen in winter.

The greatest ornithological attraction of this area is undouhtedly
the flock of 50or more Cancda CGeese that winter hereg, frequently feeding
in the fields at Curles Nock and Presquile as well as other nearby faims,
Often one or more Snow o» Dlue CGeese may be seen feeding with the Canadas,.
l'any ducks winter here, principally Mallards and Blaclks, with leszer numbers
of Pinteils, Creen-winged Tecl, ond Wood Duek. In summer such birds as the
fileated "oodpeecker and Trothonotary Jarbler are common in the swamms, ond
the Yellow-throated Tarbler is a characteristic bird of the pinewoods. One
or more Dickeissecls has been found almost every sprins for the last 8 vears
at Curles MNeeck, the only place in Virginis where they have occurred regularly
in recent vears, ! colonv of Bank Swallows nest in the cut that divides
Presquile from the mainl-nd, cnd other colonies are suspected at Curles l'eck
vhere extensive gravel dredgéng is underway. This colony is the farthest
southeast of any other in the state.

Hopewell, lying just below Prescuile at the confluence of the
James and Appomattox rivers, is best known for its waterfowl. These are
observed easiest from the road leading to Jordan Point, just east of town
off Virginia route 10, or from City Point within Hopewell itself. Jordan
Point is the southern terminus of the Hopewell-Chorles City ferry, which is
itself often a good vantage spob for observing water birds. In late summer
and fall this area is flooded with post-breeding Forster's Terns and Laughing
Gulls, flocks occasionally numbering over 100 of each. Both of these species
are regular up to Curles Neck and the Forster's Tern occasionally to Richmond,
but Fopewell is the main point of concentration. it low tide the river
shallows just below Jordai Foint become excellent feeding areas for herons
and egrets. Lven in mid January as many as 60 Great Blue Herons have been
seen here at one time,

There is normally a good Flock of ducks in winter off the side of
Jordan Point. This usually consists of Black and Fuddy Ducks, but sometimes
large flocks of other species appear, such as Pintails and Ring-necked Ducks.
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Conclusion

This paper is intended merely as an introduetion to the possibilities
of field observation in the Richmond Area, with an attempt to show some of the
factors limiting bird distribution locally. Several spots are described in
some detail, but others, such as the marshes of /‘ppomattox, are only
now being investigated for the first time. I hope the publication of this
information will stimulate others to increase their field work and thereby
increase our knowledge of Richmond Area birds.

-~ Richmond, Virginia
===000==w

STRIKING BACK AT HAWK AND OWL PERSECUTION

By Cs C., Steirly

"Aint he a big one =~ got him with a load of buckshot -~ he won't
catch no more csme", was what I heard from a thicket nearby as I stopped
along a Sussex Countv road to pick up a dead Red-tailed Hawk. I looked
across the road and there stood a hunter with a self-satisfied grin on his
face. Obviously the man was on a deer stand in & rather good deer hunting
territory, vet he had discharged his gun to kill this hawk es it flew across
the road. The man thousht he was doing & fine things, both for fellow
hunters end for poultry raisers,

As T knelt down to retrieve the kill, I was in something of a
race, elthough I soon realized that it wouldn't do a particle of good to get
engry with the hunter. He would probably have only laushed at me. I
struggled to control mysclf, gathered up the hawk, walked across the road
end asked the hunter if I mi-ht have the trophy. The answer was a jovial,
"Yes, mister, he ain't good for nothing else". This was my cue. I told
him that this was a Red-tailed Hawk, displaying the fanshaped tail of this
well-named bird of prey. .'s I emphasized the broad tail I explained that
I called these birds mouse hawks and the other kind I called small bird
havks. The man at first seemed to be stubborn so I told him that I spent
much of my time studying birds and always took dead hawks home to dissect
and study their food habits. I went on along these lines and steted that
this was one of the farmer's best friends since the diet was mostly mice
and rats. The hunter advised thet he had never heard that before. Then I
went on to tell of a recently killed copperhead snake that I once retrieved
from a Sharp-shinned Hawk. Before I was through I had given the hunter
quite a few facts regardinc hawks, and I believe I left him with a little
different slant on hawks and owls, even discussing the Hawk Mountain'
Sanctuary and pointing out that many states had laws protecting hawks because
of their beneficial aspect as predators of injurtous agricultural pests.



Pare 08 TH © RAVIN February-larch, 1955

I was no doubt the first person who had ever told this mean that
hrvks and owls had some value, His notions had been all gleaned from
hearsey ond the rural prejudice that is so rampart against any predetor.
He could not have been expectcd to behave otherwise than to shoot this
fed=tailed Fawk when the opportunity presented itself,

This little occurrence along a back country road in Sussex County
points o’ the need of much more educational work about hawks and owls
throushout the state. '/e often talk among ourselves of the desirability of
obtaining legislation to protect at leéast the Buteos, but what gosd is any
law if it does not have public respect and backing? Before we get such a
law enacted, or even 1f we do succeed in this, we must pave the way for
general public acceptance. This can only be done throush en educational
progream. All of us can and should do our bit in participating in such a
nrogram, if we are to save the hawks and owls. We have a great deal of
ignorance and prejudice to overcome, yet much can be done if' we exert our-
selves & bit and perhaps becoiie opportunistse.

I give herewith several ways in which all or most of us can work
toward a better understanding of the birds of prey.

1. Take advantage of opportunities such as that narrated above.
The personal contact is by far the best method of conducting any campaign.
In the above case it would have been folly to have become openly antagonistic.
£11 of us should read up on the food and life histories of the more common
hawks and owls.

2« Dlany of us, because of our hobby of bird study, are called on
from time to time to mske talks ®n birds to civie clubs, garden clubs, Boy
Secouts, Girl Seouts, 4-M Clubs, Sunday School groups, etec. In such talks
it would be unforgivable to omit comment on the value of havks and owls.
Here is & rolden opportunity, espeecially with a youth group. In the case
of the Sussex hunter no one had ever told him that hawks ate anything buk
gome and chickens.

3. Some of us, perhaps those who have become "characters" beccouse
of our hobby, are often interviewed by newspaper reporters, magazine suthors
and all sorts of hack writers. Here is an opportunity that absolutely
cannot be missed if we have the best interest of havks and owls at heart.

Yet, how many of us let this priceless item of valucble publicity slip
through our fingers as we o on and on about garden birds, birds' nests, etc.?
hen the reporter is picitinn up all of our utterances he could easily be
thrown & few choice bits on harks and owls. (One of my very good ornitho-
logical friends and field companions recently missed smach an opportunity in
the Richmond Times-Dispatch.)

4, lMembers who are called on to contribute bird articles to various
publications, and those of us who write nature columns, heve an excellent
opportunity to stab back at ignorance and prejudice through a few lines on
birds of preye.

S« Those of us who have enything whatsoever to do with school or
sumner camp programs on nature or conservation have a wonderful chance to
carry on the good work.



Pare 39 THZ RAVIN February-tarch, 1955

No opportunity to discuss hawk and owl lore should be overlooked.
Terhaps others can add ideas to those expressed above.

If the needlesskilling of that Red-tailed Hawk on a lonely Sussex
road on a late December afternoon will inspire only a handful of us to carry
on the fight, then its slauchter will hot have been merely the end of one
more beautiful exponent of ild, free nature, but would serve as a symbol of
the awakening of a new appreciation of its kind.

-=- Virginia Forest Service
Waverly, Virginia

- -000---

THE BROWN-CAPPED CHICKADEE IN VIRGINIA

By Jackson M. Abbott

A new bird for the state of Virginia gppeared at the feeding
station of Mr. end Mrs. Z.i/e« Benington, 224 Kent .ioad, Wellington, Fairfex,
Virginia, on the afternoon of 29 January. The bird, a Brown-capped
Chickadee, was suspected at first to be this species by lirs. Benington, who
is a member of the D.C. Audubon Society. After the bird appeared again at
the feeder on the mornins of the 30th, she studied it closely and was sure
of its identity. She called Dre. E.G. Davis, who compiles bird records for
the D.C. ‘udubon Society, and he called me to see if I would go and confirm
it, since he couldn't get there right away.

I did, and had excellent views of the bird from the Beninrton's
dinine room window on the feeder only 6 feet away. There was no mistaking
the bird - its 4irty crey-brown plumage, rusty flanks, black bib and brown
cap pronounced it a Brown-capped Chickadee. There were both Carolina and
Bleck-capped Chickadees at the feeder for comparison.,

The bird was seen later that day by lMr. and Mrs. I.C. Hoover of
Arlinston end Dr. Davisy The next day Shirley Briggs of the D.C. Andubon
Society secured colored films of the bird at 6-10 feet, I notified lNr,.
James Ilike, vho called Arthur Fast and Dr. rldrich. Ir. Fast will attempt
to trap and band the bird and take it to Dr. iAldrich for subspecific
identitication.

This record is all the more interesting as it follows by about a
month the collection of a specimen of the same species at Rockville, lLiaryland,
which constituted Maryland's first record.

The Benington's have graciously welcomed into their house all who
wish to see the bird, and it is hoped that if enoush competent observers see
it, that it won't require collection to make the record valide Of course,
if the bird can be trapped and identified subspecifically in the heand,
collection of it as a specimen for e museum tray (a rather inhospitable way
to treat a rare visitor) would be obviated.

-~ 8l4 13th Street
New Alexandria, Virginia
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BRETER'S BLACKBIRD AND LECONTL'S SPARROW
IN SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

By Stephen M. Russell

During the Abingdon Christmas count on December 25, 1954, 1
observed a Brewer's Blackbird about 3 miles east of Green Springs. The bird
was Tirst noted from the car while I was driving through dominantly farm
and pasture land. It was perched on a power line running parallel to the
road and thus I was able to stop right beside it. The white eye immediataly
suggested the Rusty or Brewer's Blackbird, and the obvious purple head
reflections positively identified it as the latter. J.M. Abbott reported a
Brewer's Blackbird at Roaches &Lun on October 8, 1952 (Atlantic lNaturalist,
Vol«8, Nos3, pel48). These two records constitute the only reported
occurrence of this bird in Virginia.

Mach of the lend surrounding the South Holston Reservoir is no
longer cultivated becsuse of its proximity to the potential hich water level.
In this arees are numerous grassy fields and weedy ravines and sinks. Vhile
squeaking to attract Swamp and Song Sparrows in one of the densely weed
infested shallow sinks on December 25, 1954, I observed two Leconte's
Sparrows and collected one. This specimen, which is now in the Louisiana
3tate University, Museum of Zoology is apparently the only Virginia record.

-~ Iouisiana State University
Museum of Zoology
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

.7 .

A POSSIBLZ SICGHT IMCORD OF BREWIR'S BLACKBIRD FOR VIRGINIA

By Charles O. Handley, Jr.

The annuel Christmas bird count off the Blacksburg (Montgomery
County, Virginia) area was taken on 28 December 1954. On that day skies
were so overcast that some of the smaller land birds began resorting to
thelr night retreats by mid-afternoon. About 3:00 p.me. I reached the
Adems Aberdeen=-Angus Stock farm at "hitehorne, where Tom’s Creek empties
into New River, 9 miles WSW Blacksburg. Here there are broad expanses of
flat pastureland, interspersed with grain fields and protected by steep
hills froin the preveiling northwest winds.

This afternoon a flock of starlings, perhcps numbering as many as
a thousand individuals was feeding in one of the stubble fields. Next to
the stubble field and adjacent to the Adams homestecad is a calving yard,
amply littered with cow dung. More or less associated with the starlings,
but feedins around the stock in the calving yard were 15 cowbirds and 3
blacksbirds. The blackbirds, with grackle-like memners, attracted my
attention from a long way off as they fed about the piles of dunge
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ihen the starlings flushed because of my approach, the blackbirds
flew up into a nearby tree. Their call notes were low, week, and subdued,
almost unbleckbird-like. Logically, these should have been rusty blackbirds,
which are common fall and spring migrents and irregular winter visitors in
the Blacksburg erea. However, I had never heard & rusty blackbird utter
this call-note end my suspicions were aroused.

Soon the blackbirds Tlew back into the calving yard to resune
feeding only forty or fifty feet from me. Now with my 8x50 binoculars I
noted that all three were adult meles without trace of rusty feather edgings
on any part “of the body. Male rusty blackbirds normsally have the plumage
more or less mantled with rusty until February or llarch, Only exceptional
individuals have these feather edges worn off as early in the season as
December.

Even in the poor lizht the bodies of these birds appeared to have
a sheen of glossy metallic bottle green. Rusty blackbirds which have lost
the rusty feather edges usually show a less pronounced bluish-green gloss,
and are likely to appear just plein black. I was now convinced that I was
looking at Brewer's blackbirds, a species of the western plains, rarely
found east of the Mbssissippi River, and not previously recorded for the
state of Virginia, except for another sight record in Arlington County
(qugg, 24: 58), Unfortunately, I was unfamiliar with this species and,
I cm ashamed to say, did not know what to look for in the way of field marks.
I peid very little attention to the most important characteristic = the
color of the head, In the rusty blackbird which has worn off the brown
feather edr~es, the color of the head is more or less the seme as that of the
body, whereas in Brewer's blackbird the head is closséd with metallic bluish
or purplish, sharply contrasted with the greenish sheen of the bodvy. Had I
even only known the scientific name of the Brewer's blackbird - Iuphacus
cyanocephalus - I could not have missed this character. I con state that the
heads of the blackbirds that I saw were not greenish, as were their bodies,
but I cannot say that they were bluish. I later determined from Museum
specimens that in some li-hts the bluish metallic sheen of the head may not
be as conspicuous as the greenish metallic sheen of the body in Brewer's
blackbird.

At the time of the observation I had no mecns of securing one of
the birds as a specimen. That evening I returned to Charleston, 'est
Virginia, where I was spending the holidays, but two days later, on the 30th,
I returned to Blacksburg, prepared to collect a specimen., H.S. Mosby and
ReJ. atson accompanied me to the Adams farm and helped confirm the fact that
neither the cowbirds nor the blackbirds could be found, althouzh the large
flock of starlings was locrted without much difficulty. In addition, we
found three shrikes, a flock of horned-larks, a flock of meadowlarks, a
red-shouldered hawk, and a possible Cooper's hewk, that I had missed on the
28the. After lunch I drove again from Blacksburg to the idau:s farg for a
lest unsuccessful attempt to find the blackbirds before decparting for my
home near Washington, D.C.
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I believe that I saw Brewer's blackbirds, but I realize that my
evidence is largely circumstantial, and I am not tryins to make a case for a
first record of the species for Virginia, However, I would like to point
out that Brewer's blackbird is extendings its range eastward and instences of
ite occurrence in the middle-Atlantic states will probably become more
frequent. Virginia observers should give close scrutiny to rusty-like black-
birds, especially those observed in barnyards and fields away from pond and
streambanks.

== Falls Church, Virginia
===000===

EASTERN BLACK-CAFPED CHICKADER AND APPALACHTAN YZLLOW-BELLITD SAPSUCKIR
AT LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA

By J. J. Murray

In the Lexington area in winter we regularly get smsall numbers of
Black-capped Chickadees of the Appalachian Pace (Parus atricapillus practicus);
but during the prosent season we have been flooded with chickadees with wide
white mergins on the wing feathers. On our Christhas Count half or more of
the chickadees seen were so marked. Hoping to get an example of the northerm
race, my son, Jemes Murray, Jr., &nd I collected three chickadees on November 20,
1954, at about 2000 feet on the south end of Little House Mountain, seven
miles west of Lexington. “hen the skins were examined at the U.S. Netional
Museum, !r. Gorman M. Bond identified them as beloncing to three different
races of chickadees: Northern Carolina Chickadee, Parus carolinensis extimus,
our resident bird; ‘ppalachian Bl~ck-capped Chickadee, Parus atricapillus
practicus, the breedinz bird of the higher mountain areas in Virginia; and
Lastern Black-capped Chickadee, Parus atricapillus atricapillus. This is
the only known occurrence of the Tastern Black-capped Chickadee in Virginia
outside the liashington 7egion,.

On the seme day and at the same place we collected a sapsucker,
which was identified by Bond as an example of the newly~-described race,
Appalachian Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Sphyrapicas varius appalachiensis Ganier.
This means that we now have two racds of the sapsucier on the Virginia list.

The Rockbridge County list now numbers 266 species and subspecies.
A revision of the Rockbridge County list will probably appear in THE RAVEN
some time this year,

-= Lexington, Virginia
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MOUNTAIN VIREO AT CHARLOTTESVILLE

By Cha®les E, Stevens, Jr.

On June 12, 1954, the writer most unexpectedly heard a Solitary
Vireo singing from some pines on the grounds of the Virpinia Forest Service
trece nursery just south of Charlottesville on U,3, Route 29, Investigation
revealed a pair of these vireos carrying food to a nest occupied by at least
one young bird. The nest was located 20 feet up in a loblolly pine en-
twined with a greenbiier (§milax, sp.) vine.s This tree was situated in a
20~-year old planting of loblolly pine, 120 ft. by 360 ft., which joined a
180 ft. by 360 ft. stand of white pine of the same age. The pine stands
were pure and without an understory, while nearby were openings and other
loblolly plantings. Twenty-five to thirty feet in height the loblollies were
otherwise barren of bird life. The slightly shorter but denser and darker
white pine stand contained one singing Acadian Flycatcher,

A trip to the nursery on June 21 disclosed an empty nest, but the
male vireco was singing nearby, and was also seen on that date by Kenneth
Lawless. A June 26 visit failed to furm up the birds, and they were not
subsequently found.

This choice of habitat by a breeding Mountain Solitary Vireo(Vireo
solitarius alticola) is quite different from the habitats it normally selects
in this section: in the Blue Ridge, osk-hemlock-white pine and oak-hickory-
pitch pine woods from 1000 ft. elevation up; and on IMill Mountein, tulip
poplar-oak woods. It is especially interesting to note that the nursery is
less than a mile from the city limits and at an elevation of only 500 ft.

Since the loblolly pine does not occur naturally in Albemarle
(driving on Toute 250 to Charlottesville from Richkmond the last loblollies
are seen in the vicinity of Oilville) the vireos were using what mi~ht be
called an artificiesl habitat.

Their habitat choice seers to link them with the Mountain Vireos
vhich oecur in summer in the hot pinewoods of central North Carolina,
around Stetesville, Raleich, Chepel Hill, and Greensboro (Birds of North
Carolina, Pearson, Brimley, and Brimley) end the birds found nesting at
Danville by Westbrook and Lyle in 1951 (Audubon field Notss, Oct. 1951)
rather than their fellows oi the same subspecies which inhabit the cooler
and damper Appalachian mountainside woodlands and hollows.

== Charlottesville, Virginia
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THET FIFTITTH ANNUAL NATTIONAL AUDUBON CONVENTION

By Mrs., Hawes Coleman, Jr.

The fiftieth annual convention of the National Audubon Society took
place in New York, November 13-16, 1954, With many parts of the four days!
wrogram of interest to everyone, the program also was of special interest to
those representing branches and affiliates of the Society and to persons such
as teachers, scout leaders, junior club leaders, garden club representatives
and the like who carry the seeds of conservation knowledge to others.

On Saturday morning the emphasis was on the junior club work with
many suggestions for local programs that would never lack excitement and
opportunity. The afternoon session introduced a spectacular new color film
by Karl lMaslowski on "Nature Lround the Year", and also "Flamingos in the
Bahamas" by Robert P. Allen, Research Associate of the Society. An Audubon
Ixhibition of paintings and other Audubonia was shown publicly Tor the
first time at the Kennedy Galleries, 780 Fifth Avenue. Saturday night at
Audubon House was 'Camp Night', of particular interest to those who would
like to attend one of the Audubon campse. Those who had attended previously
enjoyed meeting campers, now old friends, as well as meny of the camp's
staff members. The director of the new Audubon Camp of ‘isconsin, alter
Wle ingelke, of Madison, 'fisconsin, was introduced.

On Sunday, there were a variety of pursuits of interest, three:
First, a specially guided tour (limited to members and their families) of
the Bronx Hill Park Zoo, ~iving participants memorable behind=the-scene
views and stories of many appealing and "famous" animals. Second, and
for the specific benefit of representatives of Audubon branches and
affilictes there wes the all day outins to the Societv's 415 acre Audubon
Center at Gresnwich, Conn. Charles lMohr, the director, and Leonsrd Bradley,
the botanist at the Center, each directed a group alons the trails, Later
there was a discussion gfoup with helpful aids that each might better serve,
and develop new ideas in his units at home. The Nature lMuseum, Nature
Trails, and Wildflower Carden vere perticularly inspected., Still a third
sroup, of camera fans, with emphasis on nature photography held a workshop
at /udubon House. This was a new feature and continued until late, because
of the enthusiasm of the participants.

On londay, morning and afternoon, there wcre a number of color
films, and talks by several, %o enlighten us all on what is new and develop-
ing - and the current opportunities offered by the Society. Mr. Carl W.
Buchhelster, Vice-President, on the "New fudubon Camp in .isconsin"; lir.
John He. Baker, President, on "Florida's Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary", which is
being prepared so that those who are interested may, in the next few years,
go into it and observe its strange and unusual landscepe and wildlife.

This sanctuary has been siven to the Society to preserve the southern eypress,
the rare bald cypress (Taxodium distichum). Monday ni~ht, after !r. John H.
Beker gave a summing up of progress of Audubon objectives durins the last

50 years, thern the Audubon Screen Tour Lecturer, Fran 7illiam Hall, showed

his color film, "A Naturalists' Paradise", a fascineting visit to the
Hawalian Islands,
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Tuesday - summed up 21l the angles, answered all the questions the
delegates mey still be wondering about; such as Audio-visial materials for
nature end conservation progrems; ‘udubon Screen,/Photography, and Art Tours;
Judubon l'arazine; Audubon-Doubleday Nature Programs (booklets with stickers);
2nd the attractivé Service Department where sales have risen 193% in recent
vears, and is admitted to be the best Netural History book department in the
city of New York.

After an informal buffet luncheon in Audubon House, the annual
meeting of members took ploce, and at its end was the presentation bf lirs.
Joy Bubat's sculptured heed of John James Audubon by Mr. James Sheldon. It
nov is lovingly and suitably placed in a niche #o greet you as you enter the
foyer of Audubon House. Having seen Mrs. Buba's sketches of Audubon, her
portfolio of infinite notes and details which have enabled lLer to interpret
meaning and significance to the head give an added meaning to the finished
worka.

The climax of the convention, was, as it should be, the gathering
in the Ballroom of the Roosevelt Hotel at 45th and lMadison Avenue of 600
persons, more or less, to attand the banquet. After the conferrin; and receiving
of a number of citations given to theose who have reached further than the
usual in doing valuable work for the furtherance of the Audubon theme and
purpose, and as if to cap the climax, Roger Tory Peterson, then presented his
latest and most spectacular color film, "Wild America”. These were motion
pictures which he took while showing Mr. James Fisher (the 'Peterson' of
England) the bird-life of America, &s he said from 'the four corners of
America'. T/ith the exhileration es if from the wing of a graceful gannet,
the progrem, the convention ended.

-= 1513 Palmyra Avenue
Richmond, Virginia
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VS0 TRIP TO BACK BAY WILDLIFZ REFUGE
Second Section

By Ray J. Beasley

The second section of the annual VS0 trip to Back Bay was made on
December 11, 1954, followin- the first section made on the week previous.
The day was clear but rather chilly. This section was made up of members of
the Cape Henry Bird Club, of Norfolk &nd vicinity and the Hempton Hoads Bird
Club, with four others from Lynchburg and two from Charlottesville.

The following birds were seen: Common Loon; Red-throated Loon;
Horned Grebe; Pied-billed Grebe; Greater Shearwater (at least four seen by
the writer, flying off 3andbridge in company with some Cennets); Gannet;
Double-crested Cormorants; Grect Blue Heron; American Bittern; 7histling
Swan; Canada Goose; Snow Goose; Mallard; Black Duck; Baldpate; Pintail;
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Redhead Duck; Cenvas-back Duck; Lesser Scaup; American Golden-eye; Buffle-
head; Surf Scoter; Ruddv Duck; ‘merican l'erganser; Red-breasted lerzenser;
Tuiley Vulture; Black Vulture; )arsh Hewk; Sparrow Hawk; Duck Havk; Bald
“arle; Coot; Blzck-bellicd Tlover; #ilson's Snipe; Sanderling; Greater
Yellowlegs; Herrinc Cull; Creat Black-backed Gull; Ring-billed Gull; Leughing
Gull; Bonaparte's Gull; Common Tern; Royel Tern; Black Skimmer; Flicker;
Zed-bellied loodpecker; Crow; Fish Crow; Carolina Viren; lockinsbird;

Catbird; American Pipits; Starlings; lyrtle liarbler; lieadowlark; hedwing;
Boat-teiled Grackle; Cardinal; Field Sparrow; Savannah Sparrow; ./hite=-
throated Sparrow; Junco; Sons; Sparrow; Snow Bunting.

The success of the trip was due, as has so often been the case,
to the splendid efforts of the host, Mr. Jack E. Perkins; and the hostess,
lirs. Jack E. Perkins, who arranged for the especially fine lunch served by
the Princess Anne County Home Demonstration Club.

== P.0. Box 1117
Newport llews, Virginia

WHAT KIND OF MATERIAL IS 'RAVENWORTHY'?

Our versatile Treasurer, C.C. Steirly, has coined a good phrase,
'Ravenworthy'. By this he mneans to indicate the type of article or note
which is suitable for the inclusion in THE RAVEN. It has been suggestcd to
the Zditor that more people 7ould send in material for THE RAVIN, if they
knev what was wanted, and if they were not afraid of rejection. It may be
well, then, to try to indicate the kinds of mmterial that we want.

P That is not easy to do. Articldés may be of value for many different
reasons: for literarv cuality; for humen interest; for the fact that they
deal with relatively unkrown ereas; or for the fact that they add some new
item to our knowledese of hivrds, of their habits and their distribution. It is
really easier, after the publication of twenty-five volumes of THE RAVIN, to
indicate what we do not need.

For one thing, vwe rarely have space now for papers about birds out-
side Virginia. ©Such papers should be submitted to regional journals, such as
the Wilson Bulletin,.

We do not ordinarily need lists of birds seen on one=-day field trips
by individuels, or even by groups. We can hardly use any more papers on
Chesapeake Bay ferry crossings, or on trips of a day to Cobb Island. This
is true also of Back Bay field Trips, where year after vear we have carried
similor lists. It may well be that people going on these trips for the
first time would like to see the day's list of birds in print; but it is
simpler for trip leaders to help the members keep their own lists.
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An exception to the statement about short field trips should be
made for trips to relatively unknown territory in the statey But even in such
cases the list should be kept to species that are in some way significant;
either unusuel species, o», vhich is just as important, common birds seen in
unusual places, such as Cardinals at high elevations. Tor sn example of such
a shortened treatment of a field trip in & not two well known area, see the
naner on Hirhland County in the November, 1954, issue (pages 174, 135). Then,
too, there 1s still space for write-ups of VSO field trips to Back Bay and
other places, if the social Teatures are described and only the more
si-nificant birds mentioned.

long

e do not need, re-ional or county lists unless they are based on at
least five years of fairly active field work; and hardly then, if there has
been a comprehensive list of sore nearby end similer territory.

We do want backyard observations and reeding tray notes, but these
should be of uncommon birds seen, or studies of the habits of any species,
common or uncormmon. Some of the most valuable end interestin~ papers we
heve ever had were prepared by Mrs. A.C. Reed on the basis of obszrvations
made in her own yard in Norfolk. In these cases she had made long and
careful studies of the habits of such a species as the lMockingbird or
Ruby=-throated Hummingbird. Any careful observer, who will take time enough
and trouble enough, can give us material that is 'Ravenworthy’.

The point of this editorial is not to discourage members of the
VS0 from sending in materiel; but to urge you to ~ive us material of the
kind indicated. We trust that you will not be sensitive about the material
you send in, but will be willing to leave to the Editor as to whether it
be used and as to how much of it is to be used,

Vie particularly need the following kinds of material:
1, liore Christmas Counts, end from new parts of the state,

2+ More Breeding Bird Censuses, done according to the rules of the
National Audubon Society.

3s Vinter bird population studies, such as one by C.C. Steirly,
which will eppear in the April issue.

4, Detailed studies of the habits of common species, such as the
Cardinel, or Towhee, or Cotbird.

3. Studies of the characteristies of a well-defined area, such as
is beins dore bv Seott for the astern Shore. Areas which have not been well
studied sre: extreme Southwest Virginia; the lower Shenandoah Vclley around
and north of /inchester; the lMorthern Meck, especially nlon- Chesapehke Bay;
the territory between !"artinsville, Stuart, and the Blue Ridge; Southside
Virginia, around Sonth Boston; and Southside Virginia along the North Carolina
border, around Imporia,.
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It will be of great help to the Zditor and to the mimeographers if
the following rules are followed in the preparation of papers and notes:

l. Use only one side of the paper.
2« Type the paper, if possible, double=-spaced.

%e Do not put anything else, such as a letter, on the page with
the article or notes

4, Study the articles that have come out in THT RAVEN in recent
years and conform to their arrangement.

—— y Jn i'-'hlrray
-
NIVS AND NOTZES

VS0 Amnual leeting. The 1955 Annual leeting of the VSO will be
held at Norfolk on :pril 29th end 30th. Announcement about the meeting place
and other details will be ailed out to members, In addition to the re;ular
Tield trip on April 30, there nmay be a special field trip to Dismal Swamp
on /pril 28, PFut these dates on your calendar.

Dead Birds at Feeding Stations. Dr. Paul Bartsch has called
attention to a strange situation at his feeding station at the study window
of his home, "Lebanon", at Lorton, Virginia., In a letter dated October 30,
1954, he stated that he had seen a number of birds at the Station that seemed
to be partially helpless, &t first having difficulty with use of one leg,
then of the other, and fineclly dying. At first he feared that i¥ was caused
by somethins in the feed or water he had put out; but later discovered that
a neighbor had the same situation. To October 30 he found the following
dead birds: a Catbird; a Hermit Thrush; a Chickadee; a iarylend Yellow=-throat
(et the neizhbor's station); and 5 inglish Sparrows. In a letter of
lovember 14, he reported a Flicker and 2 Inglish Sparrows. On January 12 an
adult Zwvening Grosbeak (U.S.N.l. Cat. No. 457,961); and on Jenuary 24 a
Carolina 'iren.

Probable Record of Puffin at Back Bay. President Jack Terkins
says that his assistant at the Back Bay Refure, Romie L. Vaterfield, reports
thet he obscrved a Puffin on the beach in front of the refuge on January 1,
1955, He writes: "He did not know the bird but he is a very good observer
and recornized that he had never seen one before., He came in and looked it
up in 'Peterson'. I cusstinned him e-refully as to the possibility it mi~ht
be a dovekie or a rezor-billed auk but he was certain that it was a puffin,
He seid it welked 1lik= a pen-uin, and he observed the 'mask', or enlarged
bille.e I tried to finé it acain but without sueeess."” The committee on
records asree thet this report should be put on the hrpothetical list as
@ 'probable'record.
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Yellow-billed Tropic Bird at Staunton, Virginia. Hurricene Hazel
broucht one of these rare stra-clers to Staunton on October 15, 1954. The
bird died; was mounted; and has been examined by the BEditor. A fuller
account will probably appear later in THE AUK.

Snowy Owl at Hog Island State Waterfowl Refuge. C.Cs Steirly
reports that John E. Bryant, llanager of the Hog Island State ‘Jaterfowl Refuge,
saw a Snowy Owl {Nyctea scandica) et Hog Island on December 8,9,10, and 11,
1954, Zach time it was seen in a large open barn. The Refuge is on Jemes
River, in the northeast corner of Surry County.

Eastern Black-capped Chickedees at Arlingoton. There has been a
deluge of these birds in the Tashington area, Arthur H. Fest states that up
to Jenuayy 10 he has banded 14; Mrs. M.B. Peacock has banded 27; and John
Dennis has banded 18 at Leesburgs One of them will write a fuller story of
them for THE RAVEN at the end of the season. Aldrich has identified one of
them for !rs. Peacock, and Wetmore has identified one [for Fast, both of them
beinc the trpicel species, Parus atricapillus atricapillus.

Dickcissel at ‘averly and Iorton, Virginia, C.C. Steirly reports
a ferrle Dickeissel at a vard feeder on the edge of 'averly. "The bird was
associoted with several Juncos, “nelish Sparrows and Thite-throated Sparrows.
Observations were made at a distance of thirty feet with 7x binoculars. The
vellowish breast, distinet patch of chestnut at the bend of the wing,
definite eye stripe and typical Fringillid bill were clearly seen before and
after recowse to several color plates, The feeder where the observation was
made is situated among low, scattered shrubs about thirty feet from the edge
of an extensive ficld and olf course." Dr. Paul Bartsch writes on January 29
thet Dickcissel ceme to his study feeding station on January 19 end was still
present vhen he wrote,

Evening Grosbezk at liany Pl aces. This has been another 'grosbeak
winter', although the birds have not appeared in great numbers. They have
been widely scattered - Clifbon Forge (reported by Iirs. Norman C. Scott);
Dayton (H.G.ll. Jopson); Lexinston (J.J. Murray); ’arrenton (!irs. Thomas Frost):
Fairfield, Rockbridge County (liiss Draper Fultz); Richmond (.".RH. Seott);
Petersburg (Miss Ruth Terry, fide Steirly). 211 reports should be sent to
The Editor by April 1, so thet a consolidated report may bhe prepared.

-= JeJ« Murray
Lexington, Virginia
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4 FALL STUDY O TH. FOOD HABITS OF TH. COMMON STARLING
(STURNUS VULGARIS) IN NORTHuRN VIKGINIA

By John V. Dennis

On October 11, 1954, the writer examined the ground beneath an
isolated empress tree (Paulovmia tomentosa) in a cow pasture near Leesburg.
ivery inch of the ground under the tree was covered by a varied assortment of
seed, Starlings had previously been seen resting in this tree during the day-
time and it was presumed that the seed were the ejected, undigestible portion
of the birds' diet.

Observations of other roosts in the Leesburg area confirmed the fact
that Starlings eject from their mouths, while at rest, seeds, hard parts of
insects and any other material that is not readily assimilated in their
digestive systems. Collections of seeds were made at two roosts near
Leesburg, one at the empress tree roost and another in a grove of ocaks in a
pasture. Both of these sites were used by Starlings during the day. In
addition, seed collsctions were made at a night roost in "inchester. This
roost, comorisine the super-structure of three large coal bins, appeared to
accomodate nightly several thousand birds. The ground beneath was thickly
strewn with droppings, seeds, and insect remains. Seeds were collected here
on November 20, and December 16, 1954,

The food analysis given below is based larrely upon collections at
the "1nchester roost. Since the vieinity of this roost was devoild of trees,
ghrubbery or prass, it seemed likely that almost 211 seeds in the area were
ones deposited by Starlings. This was less probable at the other roosts.
For this reason no seeds are listed for the Leesburp roosts unless found in
some nunmbers.

Group No. 1 (Seeds found in large quantities)

Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)

Pokeberry (FPhytolacca americana)

Floweringz dogwood (Cornus florida)

Grape (Vitis sp.)

Poison ivy (Phus radicans)

Wild cherry (Frunus serotina)

Black gum (Nyssa sylvatica)
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Group No. 2 ( Seeds found in intermediate quantities)

Bittersweet (Celastrus scandens)

Sumac (Rhus copallina)

Smooth sumac (Rhus glabra)

Apple (Malus pumila)

Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)

Red cedar (Juniperus vireginiana)

Group No. 3 (Seeds found in small quantities)

Privet (Iigustrum vulgare?)

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

Green-brier (Smilex sp,)

theat (Triticum aestivum)

Corn (Zea lays)

Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana)

Spice-bush (Benzoin aestivale)

No ceareful effort was made to ascertain the proportions in which the
different seeds were found at the roosts. It was noted, however, that some
seeds were by far the most ebundant. At the empress tree roost this was true
in respect to pokeberry; at the oak tree roost it was sour gum and wild cherry;
end at 7inchester it was hackberry and poison ivy. DNor, as might have been
possible by putting receptacles below the roosts, was any effort made to
determine the diet according to month or season. But from the appearance of
the seed those collected, with the exception of wild cherry and some of the
dogwood, hackberry and sour gum, 21l seemed to have been consumed and ejected
within the same month that the roosts were visited.

With only a few exceptions the seeds represcnted normal bird food
plants utilized during the fall, The bittersweet iB an infrequent source
of food for birds while one would not expect a bird the size of the Starling
to swallow a persimmon. 77ild cherry pits were undoubtedly deposited during
the summer. Another probable food item, not yet mentioned, is the land snail.
7ithin a few square feet at the Winchester roost seven or eight intact shells
vere noted. It would be interesting to know just how the Starling utilizes
the snail as a food item. Normally in birds the snail is ground up in the
glizzerd with other food., This, of course, may be true with the Starling and
the shells below the roost may have been dropped fortuitously. Or aeain
snails may have reached the area through their own efforts or through some
other agency, In Bent (p.195), however, the snail is listed among the foods
of the Starling. Finally it should be pointed out that moderately hard ob jects
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and smaller seed are probably egssimilated in the digestive tract. This is
probably the fate of most corn, wheat, othér grains, the berries, of

Japanese honeysuckle, and virtually all the small seed of grasses, sednes and

the like. TFor this rerson samples teken from roosts do not give a true index

as to the Tood habits of the Starling, but they are useful in determining _
proportions of some of the harder and larg?r items of insect and plant food taken.

One point that should be emphasized is that the Starlins does not
eject a pellet, The seed appear to be ejected one at a time and are never
found adhering to one another or other matter. This is quite in contrest to
the pellets regurgitated by such birds as gulls, hawvks, owls, shrikes and crows.

The subject of rescurgitation or ejection of hard objects by passerine
birds seems virtually to have escaped the attention of ornithologists in this
country. To be sure there is mention in Bent (p.241l) of crows regurgitating
in the form of pellets indigestible objects "such as bones, teeth, fur, and
hard seeds". The writer on June 9, 1954, saw a Crested slycatcher (Myiarchus
crinitus), which was perched on @ phone line near Leesburg, suddenly open its
mouth wide and discard an object, undoubtedly a pellet. Dr. Alexander C. Martin,
biologist of the U.3. Fish and 7ildlife Service at the Patuxent Research
Refuge, mentioned to the writer thet the Robin (Turdus migratorius) has the
habit of regurgitating pellets. An exhaustive search of the literature would
probably reveal additional examples for North American species.

David Lack in his study of the Robin of the 014 Jorld (Erithacus
rubecula) writes (p.129): "After feeding on ivy berries, a robin often ejects
the seeds from its mouth. Not infrequently, definite pellets are brought UpDe..
The hablt of ejecting indigestible food-remeins from the mouth in the form of
pellets occurs in many other song-birds."

However, limited or widespread the habit is among our song-birds, it
is certainly a matter vhich deserves study. "ith the Starling, en abundant
species with us the year around, the habit has impar tant economic implications,
“hile the Starling may well be one of the most importont agents in the dis-
semination of the seeds of the noxious poison ivy, it also carries seeds of
many valuable plants. It is both to the best interests of wildlife and
arriculture, accordine to the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, to encourage
woody fence rovs, s thev nut it (pe?): "Woody fence rows have been shown to
herbor fewer harmful and more beneficial kinds of wildlife than do grassy fence
rows, on general farms." Other fsctors, not ell of them mentioned by the
301l Conservation Service, to be considered are the importance of woody fence
rows as wind-breaks, their ornamental vslue, and the commercial value of some
of the plants that grow in <+hem., Many birds are instrumental in establishing
srowth along fence rows throuch the viable seeds they deposit with their
droppings, but to the 3tarlins and its habit of ejeecting seeds poes a great
share of the credit. On the one hand the Starling competes with native birds
for fruits and berries, but on the other it acts to increase the number of
useful wildlife plants available to all users,
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To Dr. Alexander C. l'artin the writer is most grateful for assistance
in identifying a number of seeds.
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A PINZ FOREST WINTER BIRD-POPULLTION STUDY

By Cs C. Steirly

During the winter of 1954-55, the writer undertook a winter bird
population study in a pure loblolly pine forest habitat near Vaverly in
Sussex County. This habitat was chosen becesuse it was representative of a
forest type that is quite extensive over much of the Coastal Flain, especially
that portion South of the James River. Instructions given in the April, 1950
issue of Audubon Field Notes were followed in making the study.

A sixteen acre portion of a rather uniform pine woods was selected
and mapped such that definite boundaries were marked and a network of foot
traets in the area were indicated on the map since these greatly expedited
full coverage of the area. The habitat, being a typiceal pine forest of
medium age, contained two stories or layers. The upper or dominant story
consisted of lobl %lg ine of the 35 to 40 year ege class. Associated with
it were widely?ﬁg% gnegoplar, vhite oak and sweet gum; however, the loblolly
pine constituted over 80% of the dominsnt trees which would put it in the
pure pine classification. Height of the average dominant tree was 64 feet
and the average diameter of the trees was 8,5 inches at breast height. Stend
density was 430 trees per acre. The lower story consisted of a sapling growth
of hardwood species, including, in order of abundance, sweet gum, black gum,
southern red oak, yellow poplsr, white hickory, holly and red maple. Few o
these were over four inches in diameter at breast height, most of them
averaging between one and two inches. The brush species in this lower story
included myrtle (Myrica cerifera) and high bush huckleberry (Vaccinium
corymbosum). The lower story was not dense aend in winter visibility through
most of it was not impaired. Poison ivy and other woody vines were found
only rarely. The immediate ground cover or herbaseous layer was rather sparse.
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It consisted of patches of Christmas fern (Polystichum acrostichoides), club
moss (Lycopodium flabelliforme) and such typical pine woods herbs as spotted
wintergreen and princess pine (Chimaphila umbellata). The area has been un-
disturbed by fire, grazing or timber cutting. As far as could be determined,
the pine stand was of forest origin (that is, not of old field origin).

S8ix trips were made through the area as follows:

Dec. 19, 1954 8:40 = 10:40 AM temp., 38F - 44F clear
Dec, 24, 1954 7:40 - 9:20 AM temp, 44F - S0F clear
Dec. 26, 1954 9:40 - 11:40 AM temp. 42F - 60F clear
Jan. 2, 1955 7:10 - 9:05 AM temp, 52F - 66F clear
Jan. 15, 1955 8:45 « 10:45 AM temp. 36F - 42F overcast
Jan. 29, 1955 7:45 = 9:45 AM temp. 30F = 36F overcast

On each trip all birds observed within the aree were counted 2nd at
the conclusion of the study these were totalled by species and divided by six
in order to obtsin an average number per trip. Density, or number of birds
per 100 acres of comparable habitat, was calculeted by multiplying the
average trip number by 100 and dividing by the acreage of the study area,
in this case by 16,

Results are as follows. Those birds which were observed so in-
frequently that the trip average firsure was less than 5 are shown by a plus
sign.

Golden~-crowned Kinglet 6 per average trip 37 per 100 acres

Brown Creeper 25
Tuf'ted Titmouse 19
Myrtle Tarbler i2
Downy 'oodpecker o 3
Sapsucker . 3

Pileated tioodpecker
Carolina liren
Winter Wren
Cardinal

RSO O 0 G

Average total birds per trip: 16 Density: 100 birds per 100 A.

The pine in this area had grown under such conditions of density that
very few trees had developed tops suitable for the production of cones. Pine
seed, therefore, was not an importent food factor in the area. The fruits of
the myrtle and huckleberry had been largely utilized before the study was
started.

The Kinglets and Creepers were most often observed in flocks; the
former feeding on insect egg masses and scale inscets in the foliage of the
pines, while the latter foraged up and down the trunks of the pines. Birds
passing overhead, and obviously not utilizing the area, were ignored.

== Waverly, Virginia
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4 PING FORCST "INTZR BIRD-POPULTION STULY

By Charles L. Stevens, Jr,.

VIRGINIA PINZ - SHORTLIAF PINZ FORLST, = Location: 1 mile south of
Proffit, Albemarle County, Virginia. Size: 45 acres. Description of Area:
/n upland pine stand described in Raven, llay-June, 1948, ond Larch-April, 1949,
Coverage: 1953-Jan. 11,18,24,25,31; Febe. 7,8, Total, 7 trips, averaging 80
minutes each, 1954-Dec. 26 (1953); Jan. 8,9,16,17,23,24,30. Total, 8 trips,
averaging 60 minutes each. 1955-Dec. 26 (1954); Jan. 7,10,12,14,18,19,29;
Febse 3 (2 trips). Total, 10 trips, averaging 51 minutes each. Census:
Counts for 3 years are included becsuse they have not been published. The
first number following each species is the average number of individuals
recorded, to the nearest whole number. A # represents an average of less
than .5, while a =~ means no birds vwere recorded. The figure in parenthesis
is the average number per 100 acres,

* 1953 1954 1955

Golden~-crowned Kinglet 16 (35) 5 (10) #
Caroline Chickadee 5 (10) 8 (19) 6 (12)
Tufted Titmouse 1i8) 5 {(11) 1(2)
Downy '/oodpecker P 2 { 5) L (1)
Blue Jay < 2 ( 5) I ¢1
Brown Creeper E {8 X Lzg) -
"hite-breasted Muthatch - a2 &) #
Ruby=-crovned Kin-let g2t e # -
Hermit Thrush ¢ 113 SR
Americen Crow - - X1 3)
Red~breasted Nuthateh - - :
Cardinal - PL 8 B
lVourning Dove A - 14(2
Carolina .ren ¢ 2 -
Slate-colored Junco - N -
Yellow-shafted Flicker - - ,
Winter i/ren - 4 ¢
Myrtle ijarbler - # /4
Eastern Phoebe £ 4 -
Turkey Vulture £ 4 -
Red-tailed Hawk - ¢ ¢
Black Vulture - - »
Red-shouldered Hawk # - -
Great Horned Owl - - #
American Robin - - -
American Goldfinch - - -
Purple Finch - - ¥
Total 26 (59) 28 (863) 13 (29)

Species 14 18 19

Average Temperature ; 42° 36.7° 364,39
Extremes 20=71° 11-730 9-580
Inches precipitation 249 279 «57

Hours observation 2343 20,0 2143
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Remarks: The rarity of the Golden-crowned Kinglet on the 1955 count
constitutes the most unusual event since the beginning of the study. After a
normel fall migration Golden-crowns virtuallvy disappeared from this section of
Virginia - a very odd fluctuation by such an ordinarily stable component of the
local winter bird population. The absence of the Brown Creeper in 1955 was
also unusual, Vultures and havks flying over the area were counted on the
basis that they might be looking for food there, but many other birds,
particularly Crows, finches, and Starlings, seen and heard passing over were
not counted. 1953 count made by Mr. and Mrs. William O. Lewis, R.J. iiatson,

and Kenneth Lawlesss

~= Charlottesville, Virginia
~==000~==

AN UPLAND PASTURE WINTZR BIRD=-POPULATION STUDY

By Gertrude Prior

Upland pasture with stream running through the centre. Location:
Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar, Virginia, Size: 16.8 acres. Description of
area; A fairly rectangular-shaped area with brushy border along streams Two
short draws to the stream, one dominated by a very old Tulip Poplar (Lirio-
dendron tulipifera) and with a mature Dogwood (Cornus florida) and a mass of
some species of wild rose (probably Rosa carolina), the other draw including
several mature Junigpers (Juniver virginiana) and many tall, ranging Irivets
(Ligustrum vuleare). Fence along one side lined almost completely with Rose
bushes. Deep border of brush along stream consists mostly of Privet ond 7ild
Rose, as well as several Junipers and %illows (Salix sp.) Scattered clumps
of Privet and Rose on either side of stream, and on rise above south side, a
mature Cherry (Prunus serotina) end an Ailanthus (4. glandulosa) as well as
clumps of brush. Names of plants ere taken from Gray's lfanual. Topography:
Open pasture land; elevation 700 feet. Zdge: Area surrounded by similar
habitat. Coverage; Dec. 18, 26, 30, 1954; Jan, 1, 8, 15, 23, 30; Feb, 5, 1955,
Total, 9 trips, averaging 1l hours each, Census: lhite-crowned Sparrow,
average no. per trip 52, population density 307; Starling 23, 135; House
Sparrow, 16, 95; . hite-throated Sparrow 6, 34; Mockingbird 3, 21; Cardinal 3,
18; Slate-colored Junco 2, 14; Blue Jay .5, 6; Wilson's Snipe #; liyrtle
varbler #; Carolina iuren #; Caroline Chickadee #. Average total: 111 birds
(density, 661 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: The figures for the hite-
crowned, ‘hite-throated, end Song Sparrows is probably low, as it was most
difficult, with one observer, to count these birds as they flew from bush to
bush. DMNost of the birds were concentrated at one end of the area, along the
fence and/or the stream, and in the brush of the two draws. Occasionally there
were a few downstreams. This upper end is the area where the cows gathered before
being led to the barn, 2nd there was a heavy manure deposit. The /hite=-
crowned Sparrows seem to be on the inerease., The highest number seen on one
day was 72. The author made a study of this species in this particular area
in 1950 and et that time estimeted about 40 birds in the entire flock. The
Starlings were seen only three times, once in a flock of about 200, the
other times 3 and 2. Birds flying over the area durin- the 9 trips ineluded
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1 Cooper's Hawk, 2 Turkey Vultures, 2 Black Vultures, 28 Starlings and 15 Crows.
These are not included in the aforementioned count. During the census period
the temperature ranged from 250 to 500 with a daily mean of 399, The ground

vas mostly wet underfoot with some snow, and with a cloudy sky and wind 5 out

of the 9 visits.

-=- Sweet Briar, Virginia
OUR NATIONAL ZMBLIM IS CNDANG™RID

San Francisco, California -~ America's symbol of freedom, the bald
eacle, is itself being denied freedom, a Nationel ‘udubon 3ociety official
declared here. Kenneth D. liorrison of New York City, editor of Audubon Magazine
and director of public information, told the Golden Gate Audubon 3ociety that
bald eagles have decreased alermingly over most of their range and that the
United States may before lon; face the prospect of being represented by an
extinct emblem,

Mr. Morrison stated that some estimates place the present bald
eezle population as low as 1,000 pairs. "The big white~headed, white-tailed birds
heve disappeared from many of their former haunts," he said, "and too often
the reason has been illegal shooting of them, even though a $500 fine and
six months imprisonment can be an eagle shooter's punishment.," Another
reason that eagles aren't where they used to be, according to 1r. lMorrison,
is that many of the tall trees required for their eyries have come down when
woodlands were cut over.

The Golden Gate Audubon Society was informed that the slogan, "Save
our national emblem -- the bald eagle," will set the theme for observance of
National Audubon ieek, April 24 to 30, which will commemorate the colden
anniversary of the National Audubon Society., At that time the Society will
start an "inventory" of the Americon eagle population, which it hopes will
shed some light on the problem of ziving the national bird a new lease on life.

A1l fudubon Societies and other conservation orgenizations were
called upon to start an educationsl campaign on behalf of eagles during Audubon
Teek,

Mr. Morrison revealed that intensive studies in four western Florida
counties indicate an 80 per cent decrease in nesting bald eagles over a ten
vear period. The major areas vhere eagles are still found in fair numbers,
the Audubon editor said, are Florida, the Chesapeake Bay region, and the
Great Lakes, He added that definite firures are not available for California
but that observers agree that the bald eacle is now a rare bird to be found
only occasionally around mountain lakes and alone the coast.

S, Y-
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LATE NESTING BY BOB-HITE QUAIL (COLINUS VIRGINIANUS)

By John V. Dennis

On October 11, 1954, Mr. Pierre Parker reported to me that he had
seen a Bob-white fly up at a cow in a pasture as though trying to protect a
nest. On investigating he found a nest with eight eggs. About noon on
October 14, I visited the nesting site which was located in an open pasture
on Mr, Parker's farm about eight miles north of Leesburg in Loudoun County.
By then the nest had been abandoned. Two of the eight eggs had hatched. The
remaining ezes, some of vhich were partially broken as though on the point of
hatching, contained well developed chicks, It appeared that the nest had
been abandoned earlier that morning,

The nesting site was about four feet from a fence row containing no
other growth than pasture grass. The pasture was ocuite well grazed end
offered little in the way of protection for nestins quail. Bent (Bulletin 162,
U.5. National Museum) gives egg dates for the Bob=-white in Virginia as between
liay 14 and September.

-- Rt., 1, Box 376
Leesburg, Virginia

i) i

TRIP TO HOG ISLAND

By Jane Craig

A group of Richmonders, about 30 strong, visited the National Tater-
fowl Refuge at Hog Island, 3urry County, Virginie, as a field trip project in
Januarye Mr. C.C. Steirly, of Vaverly, Virginia, was the leader of the group,
and Lir. John Bryant, State Game Biologist of the Hog Island Refuge, was host
to the party.

The chief purpose of the trip was to offer an opportunity to
Richmonders interested in ormithology to get acquainted and to discuss the
possibility of orgeonizing a branch of the VSQ0. The proposal met with en-
thusiastic response, and a group is now in process of formetion.

A tally of waterfowl secen included Canada geese, a snow roose,
numerous black duck, mallard, scaup, and canvasback ducks, as well as one
ring-neck duck, 46 zolden-eye, 65 ruddy duck, and 6 red-breasted mergansers.,

Other birds seen included the Brown-headed nuthatch, golden-crommed
kinglet, kildeer, swamp sparrow, song sparrow, white-throated sparrow, towhee,
cardinel, myrtle warbler, marsh hevk, great blue heron, herring gull, ring-
billed gull, kingfisher, mockingbird, redwing, meadowlark, purple grackle,
Junco, turkey vulture, chickadee end titmouse, Although not visible in person,
evidence of owls was seen in the form of pellets of skin snd fur which had been
dropped at the foot of a tree in which the owls had been feeding,

== Richmond, Virginia
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BACK BAY WINTZR FIZLD TRIP

By James W. Eike

As has been the practice in the last few years, the annual winter
trip to Back Bay Refuge was divided into two sections, with December 4th
being set as the date for the V.S.0. membership other than the Cape Henry and
Hempton Roads Chapters.

A number of members spent the nicht of December 3rd at Virginia
Beach, and a half dozen of these assembled at the De"itt Cottage and spent
several delichtful hours in discussing this and other field trips, and such
varied subjects as botany and ichthyology. The following mornin:, after an
excellent breakfast with the De itt's, the Virginia Beach group left at 6:30
and arrived at Sandbridge at the appointed hour of 7:00, where we were joined by
Frederic Scott, who had driven from Richmond after arising at 3:30 a.m.

The morning was clear with the temperature in the high 20s and with
a light wind, The combinotion was sufficient to produce reddened faces and
tear-blurred eyes after a few minutes' exposure above the sides of the truck
or boat. After noon the temperature rose to a more comfortable 45 or 00 degrees.

The group of twenty persons rode along the beach to the Refuge where
Jack Perkins had half the party tour the sand dunes, mud flats, marshes and
bayberry thickets by truck and on foot, while the remainder covered the Bay on
his power boat. The groups then exchanged areas so that everyone covered all
varieties of habitat possible within the time limits. Throughout the day the
two parties kept in touch by radio-telephone to alert each other to anything
of unusual interest. A total of 61 species was observed. ©Some of the mowre
interesting finds were these: an immature common loon found dead on the
beach; possibly 300 Gannets soaring and plummeting into the ocean just off
shore; excellent views of two Peregrine Falcons; one Pigeon Hawk (lierlin);
five black-bellied Plovers over Jack Perkins' home and a sixth walking about
on his lawn as tamely as a domestic chicken; the sight of twelve CGreat Black-
backed Gulls just off the beach; an Orange-crowned i/arbler observed at close
range; and a flock of 55 Snow Buntings. The latter were reported to be more
abundant throughout the areas than in past winters. Those of us who visited
Long Island in Back Bay in the afternoon found an interesting concentration of
land birds. The Island was planted in wheat almost to the water's edge, where
it was fringed with low shrubs, weeds and Japanese honeysuckle. It tapered
to a point of perhaps one-third acre, with a more dense growth of trees,
shrubs, and honeysuckle at the edge of the wheat field, opening into a grove
of tall, heavily-berried holly trees with almost no undergrowth. Here, in an
area of about 30x80 feet, we found the following species: Carolina 'ren,
locking Bird, Brown Thrasher, Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets,
Orange-crowned arbler, Myrtle ‘/arbler, Cardinal, Goldfinch, Towhee, Slate-
colored Junco, hite-throated Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow eand Song
S3parrov.
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It was virtually impossible to count the waterfowl at Back Bay because
the disturbance caused by the continual shooting of hunters around the limits of
the Refuge and by the trucks and power boat taking V.S.0. members about the arca
kept the birds almost constantly on the move, All members of our group came’
eway with a mental picture of the air filled with many thousands of milling
seese, svang and ducks for the six and one-half hours the party were at the
Refuge, and of countless birds always in view on the water and along the
shoreline, Jack Perkins was apologetic because only 300 to 400 Snow Geese
appeared of the several thousand present in the area at the time,

Lunch was served by members of a local Home Demonstration Group, and
all agreed that the menu of roast beef, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, gravy,
carrots, salad, pickles, hot rolls, butter, apple and pumpkin pie, coffee and
other items, all in vast cuvantities, was one of the finest ever set before the
Ve3.0. The ladies were most gracious hostesses and because of this the group
was even more reluctant than usual to break off the discussions and depart
for home. ;

All members of the party were most grateful to Mr. & lMrs. Jack Perkins
for arranging one of the high spots of the V.S.0. 3ilver Anniversary Year,

~= Falls Church, Virginia
=ee000= =
HELP US BAND MOURNINC DOVES!

The most pressing need for improving Mournins Dove management is
better information on the movement of doves from breeding areas of known
population density to the various concentration points during migration and
the winter months. Recoveries from doves banded as nestlings and breeding
adults are needed to provide information on the source of origin of birds killed
in each hunting area or state. To obtain the desired recoverics, it is
necessary to secure assistance in banding a considerable number of nestlings
and breeding adults throughout the range of the Mourning Dove., An analysis of
recoveries from all previous dove banding provides only about 1,000 usable
recoveries from nestling banding,

The recovery rate from nestling bandins unfortunately is very low,
usually only one to two per cent. . However, several nestling banding projects
have produced higher rates of recovery; consequently we hope more recoveries
may result from intensified nestling banding projects. '/e need between 50,000
and 100,000 nestlings banded during the next five years. Adults bended from
mid-liay to mid-July can be considered breeding adults at the location of banding.

The recovery rate from adults may be slightly higher than that from
nestlings; however, the difliculties of banding adults during the desired
period may 1limit the number which can be banded. They must be trapped on the
nest or baited to nearby traps. This requires very frequent visits to traps
since adults cannot be away from eggs or young in the nest more than a very
short time. On the other hand, banding of nestling doves is a specialized Jjob,
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requiring diligent search for dove nests in various habitats. If eges are found
in the nest, a subsequent visit must be made to band the youns. Usually we
recommend the nestlings should be banded from approximately six to ten days of
age. However, by utilizing a technique develpped by Charles Kossack of
Berrington, Illinois, and deseribed in Bird Banding (23:28-29, January 1952),
very young nestlings can be safely banded. It is necessary to use a short piece
of elastic adhesive tape, % to 1 inch wide, wrapped around the band and sec-
cured to the upper part of the ler, mainly on the small downy feathers. This
prevents the band from slipping up above the joint of the leg or off the toes.
The adhesive tape will ~radually come loose and fall off in one to three weeks,

Banding should be so distributed and in such numbers that it will
sample adequately the annual production and the breeding population to be
evaluated. Nestlings should be banded throughout the entire nesting season in
order to sample the production of all broods. The dove nests from March to
September. Usually two or three broods are successful from four to six
nesting attempts.

A banding permit must first be secured from the Fish and Wildlife
Service, Viashincton, 25, DsC., and the necessary Size 3-A bands will be
furnished by this esgency. Some states also require a state banding permit,.
If you are able to participate, please write me of your plens and at the close
of the nesting season send a summary of your accomplishments. You will
contribute ruch needed information to an important investigation of this
migratory game bird and we believe you will enjoy the experience.

-= Harold S. Peters
Research Biologist
UsSs Fish & Wildlife Service
Peachtree-Seventh Building
Atlanta 5, Georgia

-7, W
VIRGINIA NOTZS

Parasitic Jaeger. Stercorarius parasiticus. Mey 2, 1954, In
company with Dr. Clement Cobb, end Richard Harrison, both of New York City,
I saw a Parasitic Jaeger in adult plumage from the Ferry, about half way
between Little Creek and Kiptopeke, Virginia. The bird crossed the bow of
the ferry, going toward the open ocean, and made a half circle just ahead
of us. V'e all had a fine viewv of it, and there was no doubt in our minds as
to the positive identification. There were many gulls in the neighborhood,
but the jaeger paid no attention to them, and disappeared to the eastward, flying
quite low over the waves. == ILocke L. Mackenzie, New York City
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Baltimore Oriole and Dickcissel at Arlington. - Arthur H. Fast
reports that on March 13, 1955, he banded a a female Baitimore Oricle., It was
seen on March 7 and daily thereafter until it was trapped and banded. The
identification was verified by Dr. John . Aldrich, On March 29, 1955, Fast
banded a female or immature Dickcissel, It was in the trap with several
House Sparrows and ras nearly overlooked. It was not seen either before or
after being trapped. The bird was examined in the hand by Harriet Sutton, en
officer of the D.C. ‘fudubon Society and by James W. Eike ¢f the V.S.0. Both
birds normally arrive in this latitude about May 1., Both were trapped on the
Fast home place, 4924 Rock Spring Road, Arlington.

- The North American Birds of Virginia Chroniclers. Under this title,
7.L, McAtee has published a paper that is an important acccunt of early
Virginia writings on birds (Journal Soc. Bibl., Nat., Hist., Vol. 3, Part 2,
1955). The author annotates the ornithological matter in fourteen writers
prior to the Eighteenth Century.
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PROGRAM OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING
Virginia Society of Ornithologists
Norfolk, Virginia
April 28, 30, 1955
THURSDAY AFRIL 28
6:30 A.M, - Trip to Lake Drummond (out of town members of VSO0)
FRIDAY, APRIL 29
9:00 A.M, - Registration, Lobby, Museum of Arts and Science
10:00 A.lM, - Business Meeting, Reports of Member Chapters, North Gallery,
Presiding; Jack Perkins, President.
12:00 noon - Lunch. Iocal Zating Flaces., YWCA on Freemason St,
1:00 P.Ms -~ Afternoon 3Session, North Gallery, lioderator; W.F. Rountrey.
1:05 P.lie - telcome, lir, John D. Hatch, Jr., Director of Museum,
1:10 PesMe - "A City Becomes Interested". Nir. Fred Huette, Superintendent
of Parks, Norfolk.
1:25 PuMe = "Bluebird Boxes". Paul Sykes, Student.
1:35 PslM. = "Changes in the Virginia Check List Since Spring, 1953."
Dre JeoJ. Murray, Editor, "The Raven".
1:55 PslMe - "Birds of the Virginia Coast". Mr. Bruce leCartney, U.S. Coast
Guard.
2:10 PsMs - "Forest Conservation Proctices and Aliteriation of Bird
Habitats." C«C. Steirly, Virginia Forest Service.,
2:30 PeMs = "Virginia Birds in Thailend." H.G. Deignan, United States
National Museum,
2:50 PoMe = "Birds in Museum Display." Roger Rogaet, Norfolk Museum,
3:00 PJMe = Tea.
3:30 P.Ms - Discussion groups. DMembers have thelr choice:

"Bird Banding", Dr. John Grey, Leader, Gallery E.
"Attracting Birds to the Home", L.E., Burford, Gallery H.
"'7ildlife Photography", L.G. Kesteloo, North Gallery.
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6:30 PeMe = Annual Dinner. Norfolk Hague Club. Presiding, Jack Perkins,
President.

Invocation =

Dinner -

Election of Officers for 1955-56.
"Shore Birds of Tidewater"” - E.K. Sloan.

"Field Trip" - V.7 Lountrey, L.E. Burford, Virginia Lee Speer.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
6:00 AJMe = Breakfast, Glass House - (lloute 13 and 170).
7:00 AJMe -~ Field Trips.
1:00 PsMs = Lunch, Sandbridge.
Report of Resolutions Committee.

2:00 P.Ms = Refuge Field Trip =~ (optioneal).

===000=-=

THE 1955 V.S.0. ANNUAL MEETING

By Robert J. Watson, Secretary

The 1955 meeting of the Virginia Society of Ornitholosy got underway
unofficially on Thursday morning, April 28, 1955, with an informal trip to the
Dismal Swamp for those members fortunate enough to come early. The trip was
led by members of the Cape Henry Bird Club. All those participating ar~reed
that it wss extremely worthwhile,

The formel meeting began at 10:00 A.lM. on Fridey, April 29, 1953,
in the Museum of Arts and Sciences, Norfolk, Virginia. President Jack Perkins
opened the meecting and asked Dr. D. R. Hostetter to offer a benediction. The
morning session was devoted to business. The president commented on the
novelty of a morning business session, the purpose of which is to allow more
time for consideration of necessary business matters. Mr. Perkins then ex-
pressed the beliel that it was desirable to keep the membership of the Society
informed of the activities of the Executive Committee. He therefore asked the
secretery, Mre HeJ. Watson, to summarize the actions of the Committee at its
last meeting, which took place on March 19, 1955, Mr. Watson gave a brief
summary of the minutes of this meeting.
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Mr. Perkins appointed the following three committees: Nominsting,
Dre JoJ« Murray (chairman), Mr. Fred R. Scott, Mr. R.J. Beasley; Resolutions,
Miss Gertrude Prior (chairmen), Mrs. C.L. Burgess, )Mrs. Margaret Colemen;
fuditing, Mr. Fdwin Miller and Dr. D.R. Hostetter.

The President then called on Mr. W.F. Rountrey to report on the
subject of possible VSO affiliation with the Virginia '7ildlife Federation,a
group made up of organizations (primarily sportsmen's clubs) interested in
wildlife conservation in Virginis. The IExecutive Committee, at its last
meeting, had tentatively voted in favor of VSO membership in the Federation,
subject to the approvel of the Society as a whole. The cost of membership will
be twenty-five cents for each VSO member, and the Society's voting strength
in the federetion will be one vote for each twenty-five members or fraction
thereof. Mr. Rountrey charecterized the Federation as the strongest force for
conservation in the state of Virginia. He introduced Ir, Willirm Newsome, a
representative of the Federation, who extended to the VSO an invitation to join.
After a short discussion, it was moved and seconded that the VS0 become a
member of the Virginia "ildlife Federation. The motion was carried.

Mre C.C. Steirly, the treasurer, reported that the EZxecutive Com-
mittee had recently decided thet the annual financial report should be placed
on a fiscal year basis. This is to be done by having the treasurer prepare
a report showing the financial condition as of July 1 each year, which will
be published in the Raven. Mr. Steirly then gave a current report, showing
a balance on hand of $853.27 at this time, as compared with $759.21 as of
Lpril 21, 1954, Of the current belance, $58.90 represents a special ™trip
fund" for unexpected expenses on field trips and forays; the general balance,
therefore, is $794.37.

For the Conservation Committee, Mr. Rountrey, the chairmen, gave a
report on the proposed hawk and owl protection bill, which he believes will be
supported by the Virginia Vildlife Federation. The committee plans to meet
with the Virginia Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries during May. Mr.
Rountrey described the wordinc of the proposed "model law" which would protect
all species of hawks and owls except when actually destroying poultry. Such
a law, he believes, hes an excellent chance of passage.

The president reported that a Field Activities Committee had been
appointed, under the chairmanship of Mr. Fred R. Scott. Mr. James W. Eike,
a member of this committee, read a report on its work. The puspose of the
committee is to stimulate VSO members to mske their observations more
systematic, to undertake more serious study projects, and to moke ¢ertain
that their observations are reported.

The business session was concluded with reports from the four local
chapters, submitted by the representatives, as follows: Cape Henry Bird Club,
Mrs. L.f. Burford; Hampton Xoads Bird Club, Mr. Hay J. Beasley; Northern
Virginia Chepter, lir. James W. Zike; Richmond Natural History Society, Mrs.
liergeret Coleman. All these chapters have undertzken a program of monthly
meetings and field trips. '

At a short Executive Committee meeting held durins lunch, Dr. J.J.
Murray was reappointed editor of the Raven, and Miss Gertrude Prior was re-
appointed publisher. Fred R. Scott was appointed assistant editor, in charge
of field trip end local club news.



Fage 68 THz RAVIEN May, 1955

The afternoon meeting was devoted to papers and discussions. Dlire:
W.¥. Rountrey served as moderator for this session. MNr. John D. Hatech, Jr.,
director of the Norfolk Museum, extended a welcome to the Society. Dr. M.
Gerald Akers read a paper entitled "Virginia Birds in Thailand", prepared by
Dre. HeGes Deignan, who was not able to attend. Dr. Deignan's paper listed a
number of bird forms mative to Thailand which are either conspecifiec with, or
¢losely resemble, certain species found in Virginia, and discussed the
evolutionary and geographicel factors responsible for this condition. Ilire
Fred Huette, Superintendent of Parks for the City of Norfolk, speaking on the
subject of "A City Becomes Interested", described the park system of Norfolk
and its objectives. Mr. Paul Sykes discussed "Bluebird Boxes", expleaining the
proper method of constructing and locating these boxes.

Dre JeJ. Murray, in a paper entitled "Second Revision of the 1952
Check List", mentioned the large number of chances in the Check List which
have been noted since the first revision in 1953, He singled out for dis=-
cussion some of the more important of these changes. The number of forms
recorded for the state is now 414, with 12 hypothetical and 2 hybrids; at
the time @f the first revision, the correspondin~ fifures were 404, 13 and 2
respectively. Those added to the list include: Cory's Shearwater, Yellow-
billed Tropic-bird, Inl nd Dowitcher, Cetile Tgret, “estern Glossy Ibis
(formerly hypothetical), Great Skua, Appalachian Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Boreal Chickadee, .illow Veery, Brewer's Blackbird (formerly hypotheticel),
and Le Conte's Sparrov,.

Mr. Robert Bruce ! cCartney, of the United States Corst Cuard, des-
cribed "Birds of the Virgini« Coast", on the basis of his observations made
from a Goast Guard lichtship, 20 miles off Chincotearue. Since March, 1954,
when he was first assigned to this ship, Mr. lMeCartney has observed not only
a great many sea birds, but a surprisingly large number end variety of land
birds. The latter, according to lir. McCartney, form the principal object
of his attention. He is continuinc his observ tions in an effort to account
for this seaward movement of land birds through possible correlations with
various weather conditions. following this talk, Dr. lurray commented on the
great velue and originality of Mr. McCartney's project.

"Forest Conservation Practices and Alteration of Bird Habitats", a
talk by lMr. Charles Cs Steirly, sparkled with flashes of the wit for which Mre
Steirly has become known. The speaker defended the practices employed to
inerease the yield of pine timber in eastern Virginie at the expense of other
species of trees, and urged VSO members to undertcke careful studies of the
effect of these prectices on the habitat of birds.

Following an interlude for refreshment, the members reasserbled in
three disecussion groups, Mr. L.G. Kesteloo, of the Virginia Commission of
Geame and Inland Fisheries, led a discussion on "7/ildlife Photogrophy"; Dr.
John He Grey, on "Bird Banding"; and Irs. L.E. Burford, on "Attractine Birds
to the Home",

The annuel benquet took place at the Hague Club, with President
Perkins presiding. A note of recret was introduced into an otherwise delight-
ful occasion when lr. Perkins announced that Mr. Paul Favour, the vice-
president of the Society, was being transferred to Maine by the National Park
Service within a few weeks., Dr. lMurray, on behelf of the Nominating Committee,
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Placed the following names in nomination for officers of the Society for the
next years Fresident, Jack Perkins; Vice-Fresident, W.F. Rountrey;
Secretary, fobert J. latson; Treasurer, Charles C, Steirly; ixecutive Com-
mittee (for a three-year term), Jemes W. Eike, Ray J. Beasley, and Miss Jane
Craige All of these officers were elected. Mr. Zike presented a resolution
for a gift to Dr. Florence Hague, in recognition of her long service as
secretary of the Society. This resolution was approved, and the gift pre-
sented in late May upon her return home from the lest.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Dr. Florence S. Hague is one of the founders of the
Virginia Society of Ornithology, asnd has been active as a member
since that time, having contributed materially to the Society and
attending meetings regularly, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hague has served the Society faithfully for
25 years as its Secretary, and therefore one of its key
officers, and in so doing has furthered the science of orni=-
thology in Virginia, and

VHEREAS, Dr. Hanue, through her interest and her personality
not only has contributed greatly the comradeship which is so
important to the Society, but has stimulated the interest of
others in the Society and its objectives, particularly through
her efforts in advancing the study of ornithology at Sweet Briar
College,

BE IT RESOLVID that the Society herewith present to Dr.
Florence S. Hague a gift from the members as a token of the
Soclety's esteem and appreciation for her contribution to
Virginia ornithology and to the Society.

(Signed) Jack L. Perkins, President

Mr. Perkins introduced lir. .K. Sloane, of the Cepe Henry Bird Club,
vho showed colored movies which he had taken of birds along the nearby coast.
A desceription by Mr. Rountrey of plons for the next deyts field trip closed
the evening's activities.

The Saturday morning field trip started after breskfast at 7:00 A.M.
The members divided into several groups for coverage of areas which represented
a well-rounded survey of the different types of habitat in the area, All
groups converged at Sandbridge at 1:00 P.ll., for an excellent lunch served by
the Pungo Home Demonstration Club.

After lunch, Dr., Hostetter reported that the Auditing Committee had
approved the treasurer's accounts. Miss Prior, for the Resolutions Committee,
proposed a vote of thanks to those individuals and groups who had helped to
make the meeting successful, including the Cape Henry Bird Club and the Pungo
Home Demonstration Clube. The vote was given unanimously. Mr. Perkins acked
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all existing committees to continue for another year vwithout change. IMr.
Steirly reported briefly on pl:ns for the Blue Ridge Foray, which have had to
be revised on account of the irminent departure of lMr. Favour.

Following the compilation of the list of birds seen on the morning's
field trip, the 1956 annual meeting adjourned.

-- 3228 S. Sth Street
Arlington, Virginia

===000===

THE 1955 ANNUAL V.S.0. FIELD TRIP

By We. F. Rountrey

The Annual Field Trip of the V.S.0. was held et Norfolk on April 30,
1955, with about 55 people taking perte The weather was very windy with showers
in the early morning. By noon the skies were clear and the temperature in the
high fifties,

Following breakfast at 6:00 A.Me in the Glass House, the main trip
got underway in thirteen autos. Leaving the Glass House the group entered
Princess Anne County to follow a route across the center of the county to
Sandbridge. Stops were made at Stumpy Lake, City Pumping Station, Szlem and
North Landing Swampe. The trip ended at Sandbridge in time to give everyone
the opportunity of visiting the beach before lunch.

Following lunch several members continued the field trip to Back
Bay "ildlife Refuge while others went north along the coast to Little Creck.

Aside from the main trip throuch the center of Princess Anne County
tvo side trips were made by small parties. One group took in the Northwest
River Region of Norfolk County, the other group went South in Princess Anne
County to Knotts Island.

Due to weather conditions the number of birds observed was not
large. However, most members were able to add new species to their life list.
In the morning 133 speciles were observed, plus 6 Glossy Ibis just over the
North Carolina line. In the afternoon those members going to the Refuge and
Little Creek added 14 species to the list, bringing the total for the day to
147 (148 including the Ibis).

Birds observed included: Common Loon, Red-throated Loon, Pied=-
billed Grebe, Gannet, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, American
Zgret, Snowy Egret, Louisiana Heron, Little Blue Heron, Green Heron, Yellow=-
crowned Night lleron, Americen Bittern, Least Bittern, Canada Goose, Mallard,
Black Duck, Baldpate, Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller,
Yood Duck, Cenvas-back, American Merganser, Red-breasted llerganser, Turkey
Vulture, Black Vulture, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Havk, Red-shouldered
Hawk, Bald Eagle, lMarsh Havk, Osprey, Duck Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Bob-white,
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King Rail, Virginia Rail, Sora, Coot, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Wilson's
Snipe, Hudsonian Curlew, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Villet,
Greater Yellow-legs, Lesse. Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper,
Dowitcher, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Sanderling, Herring Gull, Laughing Gull,
Gull-billed Tern, Forster's Tern, Common Tern, Royal Tern, Caspian Tern,
liourning Dove, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher,
Flicker, Pileated lioodpecker, Red-bellied lioodpecker, Red-headed lioodpecker,
Hairy Voodpecker, Downy Toodpecker, Iastern Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher,
Acadian Flycatcher, iood Peweec, Horned Lark, Tree Swallow, Bank Swallow,
Rough~winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Crow, Fish Crow,
Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, 'hite-breasted Muthatch, House ¥ren,
Carolina Viren, Long-billed liersh iren, chort-billed Mersh ".ren, Mockingbird,
Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin, Viood Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Bluebird, Blue=-
gray Cnatcatcher, American Pipit, Cedar VWaxwing, Starling, 'hite-eyed Viree,
Yellow-throated Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Black and "hite ‘arbler, Prothonotary
Varbler, Parula Viarbler, Yellow Warbler, Myrtle i/arbler, Black-throated Green
“arbler, Yellow=-throated Warbler, Black-poll Varbler, Pine Warbler, Prairie
Warbler, Palm tarbler, Oven-bird, Northern Water-thrush, Yellow-throat, Chat,
Hooded Warbler, Redstart, “nglish Sparrow, Bobolink, leadowlark, Red-wing,
Orchard Oriole, Rusty Blackbird, Boat-tailed Grackle, Purple Grackle, Cowbird,
Summer Tanager, Cardincl, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Goldfinch, Towhee,
Savannsh Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow, Sharp-tailed Sparrow, Seaside Sparrow,
Chipping Sparrow, Field 3parrow, "hite-throated Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow,

Field Sparrow.

== Norfolk, Virginia
R o oo .

BAIRD'S SANDPIFIRS (EROLIA BAIRDII) ON THC EASTERN SHORE

By C. C. Steirly

A field party inc’uding ./.F. Rountrey, F.C. Richardson, Paul Dulaney,
Paul Sykes and the writer found two Baird's Sandpipers (Zrolia bairdii) on
the Lostern Shore on llay 28, 1955.

The first of these was observed on the bare sands of Kiptopeke
Beach just east of the ferry landing pier. It was associated with & flock
of some forty Ruddy Turnstones, [{our Red-backed Sandpipers, two Black-bellied
Flover, a Knot and a Sanderlin:, all of which were a great aid in affording
good size comparisons. The bird was observed at fairly close range with
binoculars and then studied in detail with a 30x telescope. The scale-like
back markings, buffy breest cnd head, and blackish legs were ell carefully
noteds Upon being flushed, the bird showed its lack of the wing stripe
found in the other "peep" sandpipers.

Later in the morning, and some 60 miles to the north, another speci-
men of the Baird Sandpiper was observed under very favorable ecircumstances.
This one was found on an open mud flat and tidal pool in a short grass salt
marsh just off the Chincoteazue ceauseway. Its associates here were a flock
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of over a hundred Semi-palmated Sandpipers and a Red-backed Sandpiper. The
contrast in size and coloration to that of the Semi-palmated Sandpipers was
noted carefully and the bird was studied for some time before it was deliber=
ately flushed.

The Baird's Sandpiper is considered a rare visitor on the Atlantic
Coast as its migration route is normally along the lMississippi River and Great
Plains region from its winter home in Argentina snd Chile to its breeding
grounds in the Arctic between Alaska (possibly Siberia) and Baffinland.
Forbush, in "Birds of Massachusetts and Other New Ingland States" (Vol,.l),
states that it is a rare migrant along the New Ingland Coast, but suggests that
it might be more common than the records indicate owing to the difficulties
of distinguishing it from the more common "peep" sandpipers., It is con=-
sidered the most difficult of shore birds to identify; therefore all flocks
of "peep" should be carefully studied.

It is interestin- to note that in the Chincoteague marshes near the
scene of this "find", the nest of a Tillet was observed. Its two rather
large eggs were very well concealed owing to their coloration, Frank Richard-
son measured one of the eggs, using a pocket knife as a caliper, and foumn
its dimensions to be 5lmm by 37mm. The nest was constructed of grasses and
was placed on the ground in the short marsh grass. Near this same area a
palr of Gadwalls was seen,

-~ Taverly, Virginia

YELLOW~-CROWNED NIGHT HERON NEST IN SUSSEX COUNTY

By C. Cs Steirly

On May 21, 1955, while walking along a trail through a loblolly
pine forest of pole size, the writer observed the pipped remains of three
rather large bluish-green eggs associated with numerous droppings. A close
inspection of the crowns of nearby trees revealed a Yellow=crowned Night
Heron perched on a most flimsy nest composed of loose smell sticks out near
the end of a pine limb. Later measurements with a hand level indicated that
the nest was 48 feet above the ground. A close inspection of the ground
directly under the nest led to the finding of the chitinous shells and legs
of dozens of crawfish (Cambarus) which apparently had formed the principal
diet of the adults,

This nest was found in the seame area used for a winter bird popula-
tion study reported in an earlier issue of the Raven. The nearest body of
water to the nest site was a sluggish creek in a bottomland hardwood forest
some 240 yards away.
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The first Yellow-crowned Night Herons observed in the locality were
two seen in flight over a pond a half mile away on April 9,

== Waverly, Virginia

7, -

FORTHCOMING EVENT

An Eastern Shore field trip is being planned for the weekend of
August 27-28. This will involve an all day boat trip to one of the coastal
islands and a half day visit to marsh and highland habitats. Those planning
to attend the full day . ¥ part of it should plan to meet the group on the
night of August 26. The trip will break up on the 28th about noon.

Fxact details as to time and place, hotels, etc., will be ennounced
later., This trip will require reservations from members planning to attend,
2nd the usual $1.,00 reservation fee will be charged.

C.Cs Steirly
Chairman, Trip Committee
Waverly, Virginia

-

(Correction. In the April, 1955, issue of The Raven,
the refuge at Hog Island, Surry County, was referred to
as a National Waterfowl Refuga. It is a Virginia refuge;
and the correct name for it is the Hog Island State
Waterfowl Refuge.)
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SECOND REVISION OF THE VIRGINIA 1952 ‘CHECK-LIST'

By Je Je Murray

The VSO publication, A Check-List of the Birds of Virpinis, ceame off
the press on February 8, 1952. In the "First Revision of the Vircginia 1952
tCheck-List' (Raven, 24, 34-45) in May-June, 1953, most of the errors were
caught and corrected, and a zood deal of new material added. Since then a
vast amount of data has piled up in our records, the most significant items of
which are presented herewith. Our knowledee of the status of many birds on our
list has been greatly increased. By stimulating efforts to fill in gaps in our
knowledge, the 'Check-List' has been of considerable service to Virginia
ornithology.

It may be pointed out that much of this increase in our knowledge
relates to water birds, and consequently has come from our coastal sreas.
In two places in particular, in the Chincoteague and Cape Henry regions, a
great deal of work has been done and a much better picture of our birdlife
produced. This is true in somewhat lesser degree of what we speak of as the
vjashington region, meaning by that the Virginia territory close to metropolitan
Washington, covering Alexandria and Arlington and Fairfax Counties. 1In spite
of the faet that professional ornithologists heve combed that territory for a
hundred years, not a little information has been added in the past ten vears,
chiefly through members of the District of Columbia Audubon Society. IT
nothing else heas been done, present day observers have kept up with the changing
status of many birds.

In our 'Check-List' 398 forms were tabulated, plus 12 hypothetical
forms and two hybrids. In the first revision our list stood at 404, plus 13
(not 12 as there steted) hypothetical forms and two hybrids. In the present
revision one form is eliminated; 11 are added to the regular list, three of
which are changed from hypothetical to regular status; and two forms have been
added to the hypothetical lists The Virginia list thus stands ot present at
414, plus 12 hypothetical forms and two hybrids. It may azein be pointed out
that our hypotheticel list consists only of birds of vhose status we are
reasonably sure.

An Elimination
Northern Swainson's Thrush., Hylocichla ustulata almae Oberholser.

This subspecies is no longer recognized in the A.0,U. 'Check-List' (Auk, 70,
360), hence it should be dropped from our list.

Additions

Cory's Shearwater. Puffinusg diomedea borealis Cory. Bruce McCartnay,
vhile stationed on a Light-ship, 20 miles out from Chincoteague, in longitude
74-56.4 West end latitude 37-55.5 North, recorded this bird regularly from
June 10, 1954, to October, 1954, seeing up to several hundred in a day in June.
WVeS. James, while on & naval vessel, about 60 miles due east of Cape Charles,
saw about 20 on June 17, 1954,
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Yellow-billed Tropic Bird. Phaethon lepturus catesbyi Brandt. On the
evening of Hurricene Hazel, October 15, 1954, one of these tropical visitors
was picked up on a street in Staunton, Virginia, by Miss Mary Artis Danner.

The bird was alive, but so weak that it soon died. The mounted specimen is now
in the possession of Charles H. Robertson, Frazier Lane, College Park, Staunton.
The specimen is in good plumage with the exception of one of the tail feathers
which had been lost some time previously and which had only grown out to a
third the normal length.

Cattle Egret. Bubulcus ibis ibis Linnaeus. This Old World heron,
which first came from Africa to northern South Americe and then to Florida,
should now be changed from the hypothetical to the regular list. The first
Virginie record was made when John H. Buckalew saw two of these birds on May 13,
1953, at the upper end of the 'Levels', on the Chincoteague Refuge., eluge
lenager Mellinger saw one at Piney Islind, where cattle are pastured, between
Chincoteague and Assateegue Islands, on Mey 19, 1954. Two were present on
lMay 20, four on June 11, and 7 on August l. From Septeuber 13 to early October
there were ten: 7 on October 9; but none after Hurricane Hazel struck on
October 15.

Bastern (lossy Ibis. Plegadis falecinellus falcinellus (Linnaeus) .
This bird also can now be placed on the regular list. DMNellinger saw one on
llay 8, 1953, at the upper end of the 'Levels', on the Chincoteague Refuge, and
five on May 9, 1954. Scott saw six on May 30, 1954, on Cedor Isl nd, on the
Zastern Shore. Rountrey found one on March 25 and 26, 1955, at & small pond
in Norfolk County.

Inland Dowitcher. Limnodromus griseus hendersoni Rowan. Frank 2.
Pitelka, in a paper entitled, "Geographic Variation and the Species Problem in
the Shore-bird Genus Limnodromus" (Univ. of Calif. Publ. Zool., Vol. 50 (1),
pp. 1=108, 1950), lists 9 specimens of this race from the Eastern Shore of
Virginie, July 14 to September B, and one on lMay 12, no years given. He
estimates that the typical race, griseus, outnumbers hendersoni roughly two or
three to one on the central and southeast Atlantic Coast, and that from
Chesapeake Bay northward the ratio increases rapidly (Raven, 25, 141).

Great Skua. Catharacta skua skua Brunnich, Bruce lMeCartney, while on
the Light-ship, 20 miles off Chincoteague, saw one on January 1, 1955. This
observation justifies changing this species from hypothetical to regular status
on our liste.

Appalachian Yellow-bellied Sepsucker. Sphyrapicus varius appalachien-
sis Ganier. This southern race, recently described by Dr. iAlbert F. Ganier
(The Migrent, 25, 37-4l), is the breeding subspecies of our highest mountain
areas in Virginie. All breeding records in our 'Check-List' (page 67) are
referable to this race. Il son, James Murray, Jr., and I collected a male on
House Mountain, near Lexington, on November 30, 1954, which was identified by
CGorman M. Bond of the National Museum as belonging to this subspecies. Ve also
have a Lexington specimen of the typical race, taken on October 29, 1942, and
identified by ‘etmore.
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Borecl Chickadee., Parus Hudsonicus subsp.? In the invasion of
northern chickadees during the winter of 1954-55, the Boreal Chickadee, a brown-
capped species, appeared in Maryland and Virginia. The Maryland bird was col=-
lected and identified subspecifically as Parus hudsonicus littoralis (Bryant) «
The Virginia bird appeared at the feeding station at the home of Mr. and Mrse.
Z.77s Bennington, 224 Kent Road, VWellington, Fairfax, on January 29, 1955, and
remained through the winter. It was identified as to species by J.M. Abbott,
ZeCte Davis, and John /. Aldrich, but was not collected.

Willow Veery. Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola Ridgway. It is now
known that this westeirn form of the Veery is not uncommon in migration in the
pastern United States. One, originally secured by Mrs. M.B. Feacock at Pine
Ridge, near Fairfax, on lay 9, 1953, was turned over to the Fish and "ildlife
Service collection and was identified as this race. While it probably occurs
not infrequently in the State, this is our only Virginia recoid.

Brewer's Bleckbird. Euphagus cyanocephalus Tagler. /Zbbott stated
that he carefully observed one at Roaches Run on October 8, 1952 (Atlantic
Naturolist, 8, 148). Stephen M. Russell, who is femiliar with the bird in
Touisiana, hed a good view of one at 4bingdon on December 25, 1954 (Raven, 26,
25 & 40)., Cherles O. Handley, Jr., described at length three birds which he
say at Blacksburg on December 28, 1954, and which he took to be this species
(Raven, 26, 40-42).

Leconte's Sparrow. Passerherbulus caudacuta (Latham).  Stephen M.
Russell saw two, and collected one of them, in the neighborhood of the South
Holston Reservoir, near .bingdon, on Decewber 25, 1954. The specimen is now in
the luseum of Zoology at Louisiana State, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Additions to Hypothetical List

(Atlentic Fulmer. Fulmeris glacialis (Linnaeus)). R. Bruce lieCartney
saw a mounted Fulmar in a home on the Ilastern Shore. Consulting the records of
the Fish and Wildlife Service, he found this note from a letter from Francis
Harper, dated iugust 25, 1916: "ibout July 1, 1911, H.H. Cleaves and I saw in
the possession of Capt. Alvin (?) Crumb, at Oyster, Va., e mounted Fulmar.

I understand that Capt. Crumb took this bird in the vicinity of Cobb's Island
where he was formerly captain of the life saving station. TFrancis Harper.").

(Atlentic Common Puffin. Fratercula aerctice (Linnaeus). Ronnie L.
aterfield, assistant at Back Bay Refuge, reported to Refuge lianager Perkins
that he saw one of these birds on the beach at Back Bay on Jan. 1, 1955. He
had never seen a Puffin before, but described it accurately, and pointed out the
picture in the Feterson book. He noted particularly the enlarged bill, end
stated that on the beach it walked like a penguin. He was sure that it was not
a Dowvekie or Razor~billed Auk. TUnfortunately he did not report it at once.
Perkins could not locate the bird.)
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Additional Notes

Red-throated Loon. Scott saw one at Cape Charles, Oct. 25, 1952,
which is much our latest date.

Horned Grebe. Scott, Grey and McCartney counted 396 at Yorktown on
Dec. 23, 1952, and Scott counted 1,111 around the mouth of York River, Feb. 11,
1953, Summer records:; Chincoteague Causeway, June 14, 1953, Scott; Parramore
Islend, Luge 15, 1953, P.A. Dulont and others. Iarly occurrences: Fort Belvoir,
Sept. 24, 1954, Abbott; Roaches Aun, Oct. 14, 1951.

Northern Pied-billed Crebe. On Sept. 16, 1952, three were picked up
by three different rangers at three places on the Skyline Drive in Shenandoah
Park., In May, 1952, Rountrey found small young, apparently from two family
groups, &t the north end of Stumpy Leke, Norfolk. Adults were present there
through the summer of 1953, also in the Tabernacle Church section near Norfolk.
Mellinger found & nest with three eggs on June 7, 1953, on the Assateague part
of Chincoteague Refuge; and Scott found two broods and the neats on June 16,
1953, Grey sav one near Elkton, June 20, 1949, the first summer record for the
Valley; end Carpenter saw one near iaynesboro, June 27, 1954.

Eastern Brown Pelican. Clarence Cottam saw one five miles south of
Alexandrie, June 13, 1953 (Atlantic Naturalist, 9, 36). Sykes, )MMike Griffin,
and Richerd Peake saw one at Sandbridge on April 11, 1955.

Gannet. Scott saw a flock from the western shore of Chesapeake Bay
in Northumberlend County, larch 23, 1952.

Northern Double~crested Cormorant. £About 75 spent the summer of 1953
around Cape Charles.

Northern Great Blue Heron. Grey found a rookery of 35 nests in three
trees in a cypress swamp, a few miles north of Williamsburg on Lpril 14, 1952,
It was reported to have had 50 nests the previous summer.

American Common Zgret. Records of this bird all over the State and
east of the mountains at all seasons have piled up. In the 'Check-List' it
was listed as a "post-breeding visitor®. DNow it must be classed as a summer
visitor, appearing in spring east of the Blue Ridge and occasionally in the
Valley, breeding in places in Tidewater and near the coast, and occurring
occasionally in winter at Washington and from Hopewell east. In 1951 Rountrey
found a rookery of American Igrets and Great Blue Herons near Norfolk covering
several acres. He was told that while the Great Blues had nested there for
meny years, the Egrets had recently moved in. Bagley 'alker, Jr., found a
_ rookery neer Robbins Corner, in Princess Anne, in 1953,

Common Snowy FEegret. This heron has also increased, but not nearly so
rapidly cs the American Egret. It has become fairly common on the coast in
summer. Bagley Valker, Jr., found 20 to 25 nests in the Robbins Carner rookery
in 1953, the eggs hatching around May 15. One wintered at Hampton in 1951-52,
1952-53, and 1953-54, Mrs. Luther W. Machen. It is still rather rare around
lashington in Spring.




Page 79 THE DAVEN June-July, 1955

Louisiana Tri-colored Heron. £Also increasing, but no new breeding
records. Ve now have a few winter records. Mellinger and Buckalew saw one
several times during the winter of 1954-55 at Chincoteague; and Scott and
Steirly saw two et Cobb Island on Dec. 28, 1954. Coastal morkere should search
for nests.

Little Blue Heron. Bagley Welker, Jr., found nests in the Robbins
Corner heronry, with eggs hotching in late May. The latest fall record at
Worfolk is Nov. 11, 1950, lountrey. '/e have an additional winter record, at
Takefield Mansion, \iestmoreland County, Jan. 18, 1947 (Wood Thrush, 2, 29).

Fastern Green Heron. Scott found two young just leaving the nest at
Cobb Island on the very late date of Auge. 8, 1953. Ve have a late fall record at
Charlottesville, Nov. 14, 1953; and another winter record, Dec. 7, 1952, at
Alexandria, ibbott. On May 20, 1953, McCartney found 20 nests oun & small island
in Gloucester, ebove the Coleman Bridge.

Bastern Yellow-crowned Night Heron. lirs. ILuther /. Machen and lirs.
Thomas Thompson reported a nest at Hampton with three young on June 29, 1953.
Steirly found a nest, lMay 21, 1955, in Sussex County (Reven, 26, 72). Robert
Tegleston and William NelMann saw one at Clarksville, Oct. 4, 1952. There is
a second record at Lexington, an immature on lay 3 and 5, 1955. T'inter records:
Norfolk, Dec. 6, 1950, “ichard Dobie,and Dec. 25, 1950, lirs. Thomes Thompson;
Newport News, Jan. 31, 1953, Beasley; Back Bay, Dec. 27, 1954, Sykes and others.

American Bittern. Additional winter records:; Chincoteasue, Dec. 27,
1953 (American Naturalist, 7, 194), and Dec. 27, 1952, Scott; Alexandria,
Vov. 23, 1954,

Fastern Least Bittern. Scott found two nests with three ergs each
and one with 5 young at Assateague Island, June 16, 1953.

Wood Ibis. /fbout 50 in a flock were seen near Hampton on May 3, 1949,
some of them reraining for a week, Mrs. L.%. lMachen (?aven, 24, 60). Rountrey,
Sykes, and Billy ifird saw one at Stumpy Leke, Norfolk, July 26 to Aug. 9,1953.

White Ibis. One, seen by Rountrey at Stumpy Lake on Sept. 21, 1954,
renained for several days ﬂnu was seen by other observers,

Vhistling Swan. An immature bird appeared at Cherlottesville on
Nov. 28, 1951, Stevens. Howard Lindquist saw 9 at Fort Fustis, Qct. 22, 1952;
and Robert Eggleston found 3 at Buggs Island Reservoir, Dec. 7, 1952.

Kastern Canada Goose. Back Bay had a count of 50,000 in the winter
of 1950~51. Five flew over 'illiamsburg on the remarkable date of June 9, 1952,
Crey. John Bryant found & nest at the Hog Island Stete Vaterfowl Refuge in 1954.
Up to 8000 wintered at Presquile Ilefuge in 1954-55, Jchn DeLime,

American Brant. This species is still increasing in numbers on the
Zastern Shore, with 20,000 in the winter of 1952-53, althouch only about 7000
wintered in 1954-55. The e is an old record from Alexandrie, without date, of
a bird secured there by C. Drexler (W.L. McAtee, Atlantic Naturalist, 7, 37).
Scott saw 5 from the Cape Charles ferry, Dec. 26, 1952, the Tirst Chi Chesapeake
Bay record in many years.
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Lesser Snow Goose., Six ceme to a small pond on the golf course, about
two miles south of Lexington, on the amazingly early date of Sept. 30, 1953.
211 were in immature plumage; three were banded birds. A bend, secured from one
that was killed by some predator soon after thev arrived, had been put on by
F. Graham Cooch, of Ottawa, Canada, at Southampton Island during the summer of
1953. There seems to be no other record anywhere near so early in the eastern
United States or in the Mississippi Valley. The birds gradually disappeared,
the last two being seen on December 16.

Greater Snow Goose. The numbers at Chincoteague in 1954-55 varied from
1000 to 10,000, many of the birds remaining farther north than ls usual.

Blue Goose. One wintered at Dayton, 1952-53, Hostetter. John Delime
counted 24 at Presquile, Feb. 7, 1953; and Scott counted 34 at Curlét's Neck,
near Richmond, Jan. 2, 1955,

Mallard. John Bryant, lanager, reported two broods at Hog Island
Refuge in 1954.

Black Duck. Chincoteague had a large heoteh in 1953. Scott has found
them in June and early July at Hampton and in Mathews County. Delime found a
brood at Presquile in May, 1953; and English found an adult and 6 young at
Murray's Pond, Roanoke County, June 28, 1953. Over 3000 wintered at Presquile
in 1954-55.

Gadwalle Regular as a transient and in winter at Chincoteacue; some
remained during the summer of 1953. A count of 300 was made in Tlestmoreland
County, Jan. 21, 1950. Rountrey has a very early record of 30 birds at Norfolk
on Sept. 15, 1951,

Furasian Common Teal, One was seen at Dyke on larch 30, 1954,
D. Kunkel (Atlantic Naturalist, 9, 256); and one, probably the s:me bird, ot
Hunting Creek, Alexandria, April 3 and 4 and 10, 1954 (Atlentic Naturalist, 10,
39). It was a strangely marked bird, with the usual horizontal bar, plus a
narrow diagonal bar in front of the wing, J.M. Abbott, E,G. Davis.

Blue-winged Teal. Several pairs nested at Chincoteczue in 1953,
Mellinger. There were four broods at Hog Island in 1954, Brgant. Scott and
AeSe Messenger saw one at Chincoteague on Dec. 27, 1953; Scott saw one at
Surry, Jen. 1, 1954; two were found on the Hog Island Christmas Count, Jan. 1,
1954, end one on the Back Bay Count, Dec. 27, 1954.

Buropean Widgeon. A female stayed at Roaches 2un from Nov. 24 (S.H.
Low) to Dec. 3, 1950 (E.G. Davis) (Atlan:tie Naturalist, 6, 175); another femsale
was seen there on Oct. 25, 1953, E.G. Davis; end a mcle spent the month of
November, 1953, at Chincoteague, Mellinger.

American Widgeon. A late male was seen at Lexington, llay 20, 1948,
Murray. Back Bay had a high count of 40,000 in 1950-31, and of 60,000 in
1951-52.

Shoveller. Fairly common at Chincoteague, with high counts of 400 to
750. Some were present there through the summer of 1947, Buckalew.
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Wood Duck. Its former occurrence is memorialized by the name of
Surmerduck un in Culpeper County. DeLime saw up to 450 on Nov. 21, 1953, and
estimated 300 at Presquile through the winter of 1954-55. Steirly found young
near liaverly on March 28, 1953 and April 10, 1954. Eight young left a nest
hole on the campus of Lynchiburg College on July 15, 1954, an unusual place and
a very late date, Freer.

Redhead. Back Bay hcd high counts of 30,000 in 1950-51, end 64,000
in 1951=52.

Ring-necked Ducke. High count of 4000 at Back Bay, 1950-3l.

Canvas-back, lMaximum count at Back Bay of 50,000.

King Eider. C.D. Andrews of Suffolk has a mounted specimen of an
imaature male, teken at Back Bay, Dec. 15, 190l. Iinother, said to have been a
dreke, was shot at the ssme time but not preserved.

8coterse. According to Mrs. L.C., Reed, all three Scoters have been
seen at Cape Henry as late as June 10. A flock of 20,000 Scoters, seen by
Dr. G.2A Hall on !farch 24, 1951, just south of Assateague Islend, was judged by
Buckalew to have been made up of 50 hite-winged, 40% Surf, end 107 ‘merican
Black Scoters.

American Black Scoter. Rountrey saw a late bird at Back Bay on
May 10, 1952; and he and others saw one at Stumpy Laeke, March 5, 1955.

Northern Ruddy Duck, Common at Tashington in winter, with a count
of 6500 at Brooke, Dec. 23, 1951 and 10,000 on Dec., 27, 1953, =.T. MeXnight and
others. Vestmorel-nd 3tate Park had a count of 3600 on Jan. 29, 1950, OScoit
saw 8 at Dahlgren, King Georre County, Sept. 3, 1950. Back Bay had a very high
count of 5000 in 1950-51.

Hooded Merganser, Carpenter saw a female at Swoope, lugusta, County,
July 2, 1954.

; American Common lersanser. H.G.li. Jopson and Carpenter found a female
with 6 young at Dayton on liay 26, 1953, a remarkable record. They saw both adults
and the young on May 27 and 29%.

Black Vulture. DMrs. F.R. Scott saw three at Wachapreague, Nov. 11,
1953 It is strange that Eastern Shore records should be so few.

Fastern Goshawk. One was seen at National Airport, near liashington,
IIoVe 4, 1951, B+.Ge Davis.

Northern Sharp-shinned Hawk. 4As is the case with a number of species
of hawks, migrants taking off from Kiptopeke seem to pass the Cape Henry recion
before meking their next landfall.,

Northern Broad-winzed Hawk. Most Broad-wings also seem to miss Cape
Henry. Rountrey saw an adult with two young learning to fly at North Landing,
near Norfolk, May 28, 1953. This is the first definite breeding record east of
Cherlottesville. It breeds in Prince William Forest Park, James Baird. Large
flights occur in the mountain regions one of the best counts being 1712 on
Sept. 24, 1952, at Big Tlat llountain, Albemarle County, Stevens.
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American Rough-lepgged Hawk. Records continue to pile up, chiefly in
Tidewater, but also the following: Arlington, Nov. 12, 1952; Dyke, Oct. 25, 1953;
a very early record near Paris, on the border of Loudoun, Clarke and Fauquier
Counties, Sept. 21, 1952, licNeil Phillips; Warren, Dec. 27, 1954, K. Lavless;
Shenandeoah Park, Oct. 31, 1953, C.K. Dale and others; and Vinchester, feb. 7,
1952, Scott.

Southern Bald Fagle. Additional records at Front Royal, Lexington,
and Rocnoke. Paul Bartsch once saw 22, 4 adults and 18 immature birds,
circling over his home at Lorton. W. Bryant Tyrrell says that in the Washington
region eggs, usually two, sometimes three, and rarely four, are laid in early
February (Wood Thrush, 1, 11).

American Marsh Hawk. Scott found it rather common in the Chesapedke
Bay marshes of northern Accomac and of Mathews Counties in June and early July,
1953, Ve have no recent breeding records.

American Osprey. Arthur B. Fuller saw one carrying nesting material
at Jamesville, on the Zastern Shore, as early as March 15 in 1951. Stevens has
two summer records in 2lbermarle County: Hatton, July 13, 1952, and Varren,
July 9, 1951. Lyle D. Miller found a nest built right up from the beach against
a dead pine stub on Hog Island, Eastern Shore, Jume 10, 1953 (Raven, 24, 87).
Winter records: Alexandria, Dec. 20, 1952, Jeanne Stivers; Ft. Belvoir, Jan. 3,
1954, P.A. DulMont and others.

American Peregrine Falcon. There is the same scarcity as in the case
of other hawks at Cepe Henry in comparison with Cape liay and Cape Charles.
liiss May T. Cooke calls it a "regular but rather rare winter visitant" in the
washington region. Uie have additional records at Chincoteague, 8 on Sept. 30,
1953, Mellinger; Yorktown, Jan. 2, 1954, Beasley; Newport News, liarch 1, 1952,
Beasley; hlexandria, Oct. 16, 1953; and Kerr Dam, lMecklenburg County, Dec. 13,
1952, Mrs. A.Y. Bacnmﬁﬂ, B.':-.Greyc :

Fastern Pigeon Hawk. Additional records at Vachapreague, Back Bay,
Norfolk, Yorktown area, Arlington, Alexeandria, Ft. Belvoir, Brooke, Charlottes-
ville, Shanandoah Park, and Clark, Loudoun and Blend@ Counties.

Appalachian Ruffed Grouse. James Baird says that it is present in
smaell numbers in Prince V/illiem Forest Park (Raven, 23, 79).

Northern King Rail, Steirly flushed one from a nest, which held 8
eggs, at Hog Island, Surry County, June 5, 1952.

Northern Clapper Raile Robert E. Stewart found 79 occupied nests in
47 acres in the Chincoteague marshes in 1951, and banded 742 birds. The bird
winters at Chincoteague, usually in small numbers but sometimes in considerable
numbers, as in 1952=53.

Northern Virginia Rail. Additional records: Yorktown, Dyke, Lynch-
burg, Front Royal, Nesting: Pungo, adult with downy youpg, June 9, 1951,
Rountrey, F.C. Richardson; Butts Station, near Norfolk, 7 downy young, July 14,
1953, Richard Peake, Jr.; Assateague Island, 9 eggs, June 16, 1953, Scott.
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Sora. S.M. Russell has two winter records at Abingdon, Jan. 3, 1951,
and Dec. 27, 1952; and McCartney found it in York River marshes on the Christmas
Counts of 1952 and 1953. One seen by Murray at Lexington, June 1, 1953, is on
the latest spring date in western Virginia; and one seen by Paxton at Glasgow,
love 17, 1953, is on the 1latest fall date in the Valley.

Eastern Black Nsil. One was seen in the Northern Neck, April 17,
1954 (Atlantic Naturalist, 10, 39)e

Florida Common Gellinule. Scott found a nest with four eggs at
Assateague Island, June 16, 1953, Rountrey counted 50 at Stumpy Lake in Sept-
ember, 1951, Mr, and Mrs. V.0 Lewis and R.J. Vatson found an apparently
injured bird et the southern entrance of the Skylend Drive on May 17, 1953.

Northern American Coot. One seen by Murray at Lexington, June 1, 1953,
is on the latest date in western Virginie; and one at Assateague Islend, June 16,
1953, is the first summer date for the Chincoteague Refuge.

BEastern American Oyster-catcher. The species winters in at least
small numbers on the Hastern Shore. Grey found 11 2t Cobb Island, Merch 11,
1952; end J.K. Wright sav one at Chincoteague on ipril 6, 1953. Scott and
Steirly found 18 at Cobb Island on Dec, 28, 1954; and Scott saw two at Seaford
on November 5, 1952, On July 19, 1952, the V.S.0. group saw 30 on Cobb Island
and 9 on Wreck Islend, and banded two younes on 'reck.

Semipslmeted Ringed Plover. Additional winter records: Cape Charles,
5 on Dec., 28, 1952, Scott; Newport News, three seen several times in the
winter of 1951-52, Glassell; Cobb Island, 6 on Deec. 28, 1954, Scott and Steirly;
Hunting Creek, near Alexcndria, Deec, 26, 1953, R. Hourh (Atlentic Naturalist,
9, 202).

Bastern Piping Plover. /Additional winter records: Cape Cherles 5
on December 2%, 1952, Scott; Cobb Island, two on Dec. 28, 1954, Scott and
Steirly; Sesford, Jan. 31, 1953, Beasley.

Northern Killdeer., The only recent breeding record near the coast is
that of a nest found near 3tumpy Leke by Rountrey, Richardson and Sykes. It
had one egg on March 20, 1954, :nd three on lMarch 24. Joshua lomeldorf found
an early nest at Lexinston, with eggs hatehing on April 17, 1955, which means
that the first egg was 1.id not later than Marech 23 or 24.

Atlantiec American Golden Plover. Our latest date is of one at Grand=-
view, near Hempton, on Nov. 2, 1952, Glassell and Howard Lindquist. There are
additional records at Seaford, Oct. 7, 1951, Beasley and Glassell; at Hunting
Creek, ilexandria, Sept. 14, 1952, Abbott; and Blacksburg, Sept. 26, 1953,
Edward Willis.

Wilson's Snips. 4n altitude recopbd for Virginia is made by one found
by Paul Favour on Dec. 26, 1952, at Big Meadows in Shenandoah Park.

Hudsonian Vhimbrel. This bird is definitely on the increase on the
Eastern Shore, the best recent count totelling 1000 2t Chincoteague, mid-July
to mid-August, 1951, by Robert E., Stewart.
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Upland Plover. At Norfolk Airport, 7 were seen on Aug. 9, 1953, by
Skyes and John 7ithrow, and 9 on fug. 10 by Rountrey. '/e have a recent Chinco-
teague record of 3 on Aug. 5, 1951, Joshua Vomeldorf saw a very late bird at
Lexington, Oct. 18, 1953.

Spotted Sandpiper. James Baird states thot it breeds in Prince
williem County (Raven, 23, 80). We still do not have a breeding record in
eastern Virginia, south of Prince William; but the number of summer records in-
creases. Rountrey saw several through the summer of 1952 at Stumpy Lake. Scott
saw paired birds at Cape Charles on June 18, 1953, and in liathews County on
Ju1y 11, 1953. One on the Yorktown Peninsula on Oct. 24, 1953, is very late,

easley. Our only winter record is of two birds seen by Perkins, Rountrey, and
others at Back Bay, Dec. 27, 1952.

Solitary Sandpiper. Three seen at Stumpy Lake, Nov. 27, 1953, form
much our latest Virginia record, Rountrey and Sykes.

Lesser Yellowlegs. L have a very late date at Lexinston, Nov. 18.
Winter records: Chincoteague, 7 on Dec. 27, 1953; Hunting Creek, Alexandria,
Dec., 1953 to TFeb., 1954; Arllngton—ﬁlexandria area, four on Dec. 20, 19523;
Roaches Run, Jan. 1, 1954,

Pectoral Sandpiper. Beasley saw several at Harpersville, on the York-
town Peninsula, Nov. 25, 1953,

Common Purple Sendpiper. I.K. Sloane took color movies of one Teeding
on a barnacle-covered log on the Back Bay beach on Octe. 25, 1953. An early
bird was seen at the Little Creek jetties on Oct. 23, 1954; and Scott saw 16
there on Nov. 29, 1953. Classell found from two to three at Fort Nonroe from
Dec. 6 to 28, 1952,

White-rumped Sandpiper. This species should now be considered as
fairly common in migration on the Zastern Shore and at \ashington, uncommon at
Cape Henry, and scarce, though not rare, elsewhere throughout the State. The
latest fall records are Nov. 5, 1953, seen by Paxton at Lexington, 2nd Nov. 7,
1953, Alexandria,

Baird's Sandpiper. Five additional records: Charlottesville, Oct. 13
and 14, 1951 Mrs. Darden, lirs. Michie, Stevens; Alexandria, Oct. 11 und 1z,
Abbott, J«X. Wright (Atlantic maturalist 9, 146) Hunting Creek, /ilexandfia,
May 15 and 16, 1954, Abbott (.itlantic Naturalist 10, 40); Kiptopeke and
Chincoteague Cauaeway, lay 28, 1955, Steirly and othels (Raven, 26, 71).

Red-backed Dunlin. Rather common now on the Zastern Shore. Grey
saw 1000 at Cobb Island, Morch 11, 1952. It winters in cood numwbers on the
Eastern Shore, at Back Bay, and on the Yorktown Peninsula. Mellinger counted
129 at Chincoteamue on Dec. 27, 1952, One was seen at Clarksville, Oct. 4, 1952,
Robert Zggleston, . lcliann,

Eastern Dowitcher. Occurs in fair numbers on the Tastern Shore.
ReE. Stewart and others counted 420 at Chincoteague on May 20, 1950, and he and
Buckalew saw 1000 at Oyster, iug. 8, 1951,
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Semipalmated Sandpiper, Our only winter record is at Newport News,
Dec. 26, 1953, ",P. Smith and others.

Marbled Codwit. Apparently more common on the coast than was indica-
ted in the 'Check-List'. There are a good many additional records on the
Jastern Shore and at Back Bay.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Back Bay, Sept. 26, 1953, Steirly, Rountrey,
Richardson, Perkins; also :t Sendbridge the same day (Raven, 24, 78) .

Ruff, Mellinger got good pictures of a male at Chincoteasue Refuge
on July 12, 1953, and saw it again on Aug. 6.

Wilson's Phalarope. Fourth, fifth, and sixth State records: Chinco=-
teague, iuc. 24, 1946, Roger Peterson (Wood Thrush, 2, 4); Chincoteague, two on
Septs 7, 1954, R.R. Kerr, Zllsworth Knudsen, and John Terbor:ch (Atlantic
Naturelist, 10, 95); one studied at close range for more than an hour at Stumpy
Leke, Norfolk, Oct. 9, 1954, by Rountrey, Griffin, Sykes and Dr. Akers.

Northern Phalerope. Scott saw one in Chesapeake Bay, 7 miles south
of Kiptopeke on Octe. 24, 1952.

Pomarine Jaegers Scott saw one off Rigby Islcnd, ilathews County,
Febe. 10, 1953, our only record on the western shore of Chesapeake Baye

Parasitic Jaeger. R.A. Sieder sew one from the Kiptopeke Ferry,
May 7, 1952 (Atlantic Naturalist, 8, 38). An adult was seen on a trip off-
shore from Cobb Island, Sept. 25, 1954, Grey, Steirly, Scotte Dr. Locke
Mackenzie saw one from the Kiptopeke Ferry, May 2, 1254. One was observed
chasing a Bonaparte's Cull at Sandbridge, March 12, 1955, by Richardson,
Sykes and P. Delany.

Tastern Iceland Gull, One in first year plumege was seen on the
Potomac, just south of Alexandria, Nov. 22, 1952, by J.K. Wricht, and later by
Abbott (Audubon Field Notes, 7, 10). Perkins saw one on the beach at Back
Bay, Jan. 29, 1953.

Eastern Claucous Gull. Mackenzie saw two on a sand bar, just south
of Lynnhaven Inlet, Cape Henry, iarch 27, 1955 (Raven, 24, 64). 4 gull,
probably a Claucous, was seen ot Sandbridge on April 26, 1955, by Perkins and
Sykes. /n immeture, with an oil patch on the breast, was seen on the bsach ot
Back Bay on ipril 30, 1955, by Perkins and & V.3.0. groupe /[nother, without
the pil spot, was seen at Felse Cape on ipril 30 by another V.S.0. group.

On liay 1, ZeK. Slozne successfully photogrephed the oiled bird.

Great Black-backed Cull. In the past decade this bird has been
steadily on the increase in our territory. It is now not uncommon in winter on
the Festern Shore, at Cape Henry, and up the York Iiver to Yorktown. A
remaerkshle record is that of one in immature plumage seen at Byrd Park, Richmond,
on Nov. 2, 1952, by Scott. e also savw a bird on the late dote of liay 10, 1952,
at Tachapreague. Beesley found two at the Mariner's lMuseum, Newport lews, on
Jan. 9 and 22, 1955.
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imerirican Herring Gull. One seen at 2870 feet at IMt. Marshall on
the Skyline Drive, larch 8, 1953, is unusual (fide Paul Favour).

Ring-billed Gull. Lexington, two very late birds, liay 20 to June 6,
1954, Joshua .omeldorf,

Atlantic Black-legeed Kittiwake., lMeCartney, while on the light-ship,
20 miles out from Chincoteague, Tfound it fairly common, Nov. 29, 1954, to liarch
10, 1955, seeing up to 15 in a day.

Dastern Gull-billed Tern. Grey and Murray found a nest on Vreck
Island, with one young bird, July 19, 1952. Iyle D, Miller, on June 10, 1953,
found about 12 nests, each with three ecgs, on Rogue Island, and about 15 pairs
at Hog Island, Zastern Shore (Raven, 24, 87). Grey and Steirly found five
nests on :reck, July 13, 1954.

Forster's Tern. Scott and A.S. lessenger counted 104 from the
Kiptopeke Ferry, Dec. 26, 1955, It now winters in good numbers in Hampton Roads
and Chesapeake Bay, Grey.

Northern Common Tern. Grey and Murray found 14 nests, 13 with eggs
about to hateh, on lireck Island on the late date of July 19, 1952. Charles
Hacker sew 7 at Grandview, near Hampton, Jan. 2, 1955. Scott saw one at Little
Creek, Nov. 27, 1953; and lirs. floy Burford, Perkins and others saw 8 at Back
Bay, Dec. 26, 1953; these bein: by far the latest Virginia dates. Joshua
‘/omeldorf =nd lMurray saw one at Lexington on the very unusual date of June 11,
1955,

Northern Roseate Tern. A sick bird, picked up near Back Bay by Paul
Sykes and others on June 14, 1953, died and is now mounted in the Norfolk
Museum. Scott sevw one at Sandbridge, Jjug. 15, 1953, following a2 hurricane.

Eastern Least Tern. One seen at Roaches Run, Mug. 3, 1952, is a very
unusual record (Atlantic Noturalist, 8, 94).

Roysl Tern. ILyle D. lliller found a nest with one egg at Rosue Island,
June 10, 1953 (Raven, 24, 87). It seems nov to be an abundent summer and fall
visitor to Chesapeake Bay and the lower tidal rivers. 'inter records: Newport
News, Dec. 26, 1953, W.F. Snith and others; Grandview, near Hampton, Dec. 26,
1953, Grey;end Jamn. 2, 1955, Charles Hacker, and ifrs. Betty Blair.

Cagpien Tern. DNow fairly common in spring but uncommon in fall in
the lashington region.

Northern Black Skimmer. Crey and lurray found 106 nests with ergs
about to hatch on Tireck Islcnd on the late dete of July 19, 1952; and the V.S.0.
group banded 27 lerge young. ‘inter records: Back Bay, 2 on Dec. 29, 1951,
VeS.0s group; Cape Charles, two on Jan. 1, 1955, John V. Dennis.

fastern Ground Dove. According to ibbott, George Sicel saw a flock
of 10 or 12 at Ft. Belvoir on Sept. 16, 1947 (Wood Thrush, 5, 115).
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Black=billed Cuckoo. Warwick, Sept., 14, 1952, CGlassell; Great Bridge,
Norfolk County, 2 on July 21, 1953, Hountrey; late birds in Surry County on
Oct, 3 and 13, 1952, end near Taverly, Oct. 22, 1952, Steirly.

Snowy Owl. 4Add Surry County end Bridgewater (one shot at Bridgewater,
Nov. 16, 1954, Carpenter) to the list of places.

American Long-eared Owl., Beasley Ras records for Seaford, March 18,
1951, and Yorktown, .eb. 25, 1951. Captain Kerl 7. Haller and Robert ILggleston
found a dead bird about 9 miles west of Churchville, June 20, 1953, a bird of
the year in post-juvenal plumage.

Americean Saw=whet Owl. Williamsburg, one shot and brought to licCartney,
Nov. 25, 1952; and Toano, Jen. 1, 1954, McCartney.

Chuck=-will's-widows. Scott found it abundant throughout the Lastern
Shore in mid-June, 1953. He heard 15 Thip-poor-wills and only one Chuck-will's=
widow in a nicht census at Bon Air, near Richmond, on June 25, 1952.

dastern Common Nichthawke Our letest date is at Deanville, Oct. 23,
1951, Zoyster Lyle.

Ruby~throated Hummingbird. Much the ecrliest recard for Virginia is
a bird found at McLesn Gerdens, near Vashington, llarch 15, 1954, by P.Ge Duliont
(itlantie Naturelist, 9, 257). Late fall records for the Washington recion:
wrlington, Octe 7, 1953, and Oct. 4, 1954; and Belle Haven, near /lexandria,
Oct. 10, 1953,

Western Kingbird. e have additional records for Tidewater, including
Seaford, Sept. 7, 1952 Beasley; and lMapleton, Princess Anne County, Nov. 1l to
14, 1955 ?ountrey and Iichardson.

Acadian Flycatcher. Our latest dste is of a bird in the Yorktown
area, Oct. 10, 1954,

Alder Treill's Flyeatcher. 'Je have a number of addition=l records
for the Washington area, including birds banded at Pine Ridge by Mrs., M.B.
Peacock on Afug. 29 and Sept. 16, 1952; also birds at Big lleadows, Shenandoah
Fark on May 24, 1952 Favour; and Sept. 14, 1952, P.A. Dullont; and at
Charlottesville 2 on May 10, 1953,

Least Flycatcher. luch our latest date is at Ft. Belvoir, Oct. 13,
1952, Abbott,

Qlive-sided Flycatcher, Additional records: Arlington, liay 17, 1952,
Rele Kerr; NMclean, fug. 23, 1954, Kerr and John Terborgh (Atlantic Natura*ist
10, 95); bhonandoah Park, liay 10, 1952, I.C. and Charlotte Hoover.

Prarie Horned lark. The breeding range of this bird seems now to have
taken in the whole State. ocott found it fairly common in June, 1953, over the
entire Lastern Shore. IRountrey found a nest near Stumpy Leke in the summer of
1953. Steirly saw it a2t ‘‘averly on May 19, 1951, Sydnor found a nest, with
eges hatching, on a golf course at Richmond on liay 17, 1956,
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Iastern Tree Swallows Mrs. J.J. Murray pointed out one in western
Highland County, near Route 250, June 28, 1954, One near Cherlottesville,
Yarch 7, 1955, is the earliest transient record for the State, Stevens.

Common Bamk Swallow. John /. Taylor found it fairly common at Front
Royel, but found no nests. John DeLime found a colony of asbout 20 nests at
Presguile in 1953. Abbott saw a late bird near Alexandria, Oct. 11, 1952,

Northern Rough-winged Swallow. xtreme datesfor Virginia are:
Marech 24, 1952, Lexington, iurray, to Oct. 8, 1950, Albemarle County, Stevens.

smerican Barn Swallow. fxtreme dates are: i‘arch 24, 1952, Lexington,
Iurray, to November 27, 1953, Sandbridge, Rountrey and Sykes,

Bastern Cliff Swallowe John V. Taylor found them nesting under a
bridge near Front Royal in 1951 and 1952. Beasley and Col. Hughes saw 25 at
Seaford, Aug. 16, 1953, the only recent record east of Richmond.

Northern Common Raven. Stevens found a nest in the southern part of
Shenandoah Fark, with three small young on April 16.

Hastern Bl ack-capped Chickadee. There have been records in recent
winters in the Washington region by ‘Zbbott. Inock Johnson, Ceorge Sigel, and
R.R. Kerr. The winter of 1954-55 saw an unprecedented southward invasion of
this species, es far as the Arlington-#&lexendria area. There were 193 on the
Vashington region Christmas Count, which included several Virginie areas. In
the fell of 1954 lMrs. M.B. Peacock banded 7 and Arthur H. Fast banded 4, one
from each of these stations being identified, one by Aldrich and one by
Wetmore, as the typical Black-capped Chickadee. Two were seen at Chincoteague
on Dec. 29, 1954, by John Terborgh and others. Three chickadees collected by the
JeJe Murraeys, Sr. and Jr., on House Mountain near Lexington on Nov. 30, 1954,
turned out to represent the two races of the Black-capped Chickadee and the
northern race of the Carolina,

Appalachian Black-capped Chickadee. Scott, Stevens, and Sydnor found
it at low elevations in southwestern Highlend County - at 1ill Gep, 2550 feet,
and at Buckeye Post Office, 2280 feet, on June 19, 1952,

Bastern "hite-breasted Nuthatch. Bailey did not £ind it breeding in
Tidewater; but lMackenzie has a breeding record for Fort Zustis on May 18, 1945,
and Dountrey found a pair feedine fledrlines at Stumpy Leke on 1y 10, 1953,
and at North Lending Swemp on liay 11, 1953, 'etmore found thet nuthatches taken
in the southern edge of the Dismcl Swamp, in North Carolina, were somewhat
intermediate toward the southern race (Proc. U.S, Nat. Mus., 90, 505).

Eastern Brown Creeper. Iarly date, Sept. 24, 1952, Big Flat Mowntain,
Albemarle County.
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Red-breasted Nuthatech. Ie.R. Barnes found 18 at Cape Charles on
Octe 5, 1946 (Wood Thrush, 2, 16-17). A late date is May 13, 1950, in Fairfex
Countyy Murray found one in scattered spruce at Locust Spring, in the north-
eestern corner of Highland County, June 29, 1954, There was quite an invasion
in the Arlington area in 1954-55,

Ohio House Wren. '7e have two winter House '/ren records, probably of
this race, at Lexincton: December 23, 1952, Paxton cnd Jan Owen; Dec. 28, 1952,
to Jan. 3, 1953, Joshua “omeldorf.

Appalachian 7inter "ren. Fevour found singing males in Shenandoah
Park, July, 1951,

Appalachian Bewick's liren. The most eastern records in recent years
are a family party of three in Albemarle County, south of Boyd's Tavern and
close to the Fluvanna line, /fug. 14, 1952, Stevens; with a winter record in the
same section, Dec. 27, 1954, K. Lawless; and & singing male at Cumberland Court
House, June 4, 1955, lurray. There have been additional recent records in the
Arlington-Feirfax area, with a winter record there at larlboro Point, Dec. 27,
1953, Z.Te LicKnight (Atlantic Naturslist, 9, 202). Another winter record is in
Loudoun County, Jan. 25, 1947, Napier shelton (Wood Thrush, 2, 31). John W,
Taylor found a few in summer at Front Royal. Vie have a nesting record at Lurey
in 1950, Scott, Stevens, and Sydnor found it more common than the House Vren
in the Allegheny lountain area of western Highland County, June 19, 1952
(Raven, 23, 65).

Long~billed liarsh .ren. I.R. Barnes counted 87 singing birds in the
Dyke marshes on June 25, 1950. Two migrant meles, collected at Lexington,
Sept. 27 and Oct. 11, 1952, were identified by "etmore as typicel examples of
palustris. Vetmore found one high up in Shenandoash Park, Sept. 27, 1952,

Short-billed Sedge VWren. Grey, Scott, and Stevens found a singing
male st Seaford on June 14, 1952; and John V. Dennis saw one at Leesburg,
June 14, 1953, Ve have additional records for the Arlington area; trensient
records for Loudoun and Mecklenburg Counties; and winter records for Danville,
Yorktown, end Albemarle County.

Mockinsbird. Stevens saw one on the Skyline Drive, near Big Flat
Mountein, Oct. 25, 1953.

Lastern Brown Thrasher. '"inters occasionclly as fer west as Lynchburg.

Southern Robine. Murray picked up a dead male Robin on June 12, 1954,
on the Blue idse Parkway, 13 miles north of the North Carolina line, which had
a wing measurement of 127rm., and which, therefore, should be referred to the
southern race.

Wood Thrush. Iurray found them in the summer of 1954 at high altitudes
in Highland County: on Middle lMountain, at Locust Spring, and on the hllegheny
Backbone; and found a nest, with two eggs, at 3200 feet in Rocky Knob Park on
the Blue Ridge Parkwey, liay 11, 1954. Our earliest date by far is that of a
bird seen by Beasley and Glassell at Big Bethel Reservoir, near Newport lews,
March 9, 1952,
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Olive-backed Swainson's Thrush. Our latest date is a singing male
at Charlottesville, June 6, 1951, Stevens.

Iastern Veery. This bird is strangely uncommon on the Middle
lMountain plateau, but Murray found it abundant not far away at Locust Spring,
in the northwestern corner of Highland County. A bird seen at 'Lebanon',
Lorton, near Alexandria, on July 3, 1953, is our only summer record for the
coastal plain.

Tastern Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. Additional very late fall and winter
records: Oct. 24, 1954, Hor Island Refuge, James River, Scott and Steirly;
Nov. 11, 1952, Alexandria, .l.G. Davis, J.K. Merritt; Dec. 13, 1953, mouth of
Aquia Creek, near Alexandria, 4.T. MeKnight.

American ljater Pipit. Scott, Stevens, and ReJ. Wetson heard them
migrating over Big Flat liountain, Albemerle County, Sept. 20, 21, and 24, 1952.

Southern Loggerhead Shrike. This bird has been steadily moving east-
ward in the State in recent years. On May 24, 1954, Grey found them at Clarks-
ville, Emporia end Courtland. He found 2 nest with young at Lishtfoot, eight
miles east of Williamsburg, liay 21, 1954, iietmore states that a juvenile bird,
killed near Yale, in southern Sussex County, and sent in by Steirly, seems to
belong to the southern race, but that adult specimens are needed to meke the
identification certain. Te need specimens from many points in central and
southern Virginia, and especially from the Eastern Shore.

Blue-headed Solitary Vireo. Our latest date is Nov. 3, 1949, when
two were seen by Mrs. M.Be Peccock at Pine Ridge, Fairfax County.

Mountain Solitary Vireo. Additional evidence that this bird is not
confined as & breeder even to medium mountain altitudes is the discovery by
Stevens of a nest in a Virginia Forest Service nursery on the edge of Charlottes=-
ville, June 12, 1954, The nest is the more unusual for beins located 20 feet
up in a pine.

Red-eyed Vireo. Rountrey saw a pair feeding youngs on the wing at
Norfolk on the very late date of Aug. 26, 1952,

Philadelphia Vireo. Three records in 1952: Pine Ridge, Sept. 2,
lrs. 1,B. Peacock; Lexington, Sept. 8, Murray and Pexton; arwick, a very
late bird on Oct, 11, Glassell; also one at Charlottesville, liay 10, 1953,
R.R. Kerr, H.H. Peake,

Eastern Varbling Vireo. This bird is rere from the lower Piedmont
east. DBeasley found one at Newport News on May 30, 1951, and May 11, 1952.

Prothonotary Warbler. John Westbrook found threc nests near Dan-
ville in 1953, one with youns on June 5, @and two on June 7. Scott found a
number west of Richmond, in western Henrico and eastern Coochland Counties in
1953, and a pair feeding one young bird at Farmville, July 4, 1953,

Worm-eating Warbler. Two at Kiptopeke, Aug. 10, 1953, McCartney.
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Golden-winged Warbler. Scott, Stevens, and Sydnor found a nest under
construction at 3800 feet, just west of Red Oak Knob, Highland County, June 19,
1952 (Raven, 23, 65).

Blue-winged Warbler, At Warwick Glassell saw a very eerly bird on
suge 14, 1952, also one on fug. 19, 1951, and Beasley saw one on Sept. 14, 1952.
lieCartney saw one on the Yorktown Peninsula, Sept. 8, 1951, Rountrey saw one
at Stumpy Lake, Sept. 9, 1953.

Bachman's Warbler. In reply to a request for further information on
the Bachman's larbler reported to heave been seen in the Dismal Swamp, Ludlow
Griscom writes that he was disturped at this report having been put into print.
He did not see the warbler but only heard it, and at a time when he was not
familiar with the song. The song, indeed, was like an undoubted Bachman's
'arbler song which he heard later in South Carolina; but he wants the record
left as uncertein, so it should be eliminated from our 'Check-List'. The most
recent record is that of a singing male vhich appeared at 'Lebasnon', the home
of Dr. Paul Bartsch, near Lorton, on lMay 8, 1954, and stayed through June l.
It was discovered by Harriett Sutton and Morgan Gilbert, and was later sesn by
many observers. The bird established territory, but did not secure a mate.

Tennessee liarblers A late bird was found at ilexandria, Nov. 1, 1952,
JeXs ‘right. Tidewater records: larwick, 6 on Sept. 17, 1952, Glassell; It.
fustis, Oet. 17, 1952, Glassell; Liptopeke, Sept. 22, 1953, McCartney; 3abot,
fuge 23, 1953, Scott; Hopewell, 2 on Oct. 11, 1953, Scott; Stumpy Leke, 2 on
Sept. 7, 1953, Rountrey.

Orange-crommed varbler, ZIZight additional records: Chincoteasue,
Dec. 27, 1953, A.S. lMessenger, and Dec. 29, 1954, John Terborgh; Back Bay, 4 on
Dec. 26, 1953, Mrs. Floy Burford and others, and Dec. 4, 1954, James DLike, Scott,
and Steirly; Norfolk, Nov. 21, 1953, Richardson, Rountrey; ‘akefield, Feb. 28,
1954, P.G. Dulfont (Atlantic Naturalist, 9, 257); .\lexendria, Oct. 10, 1953,
+bbott; Blacksburg, Nov. 1, Edward "'illis; ‘arwick, one wintering to ‘spril 7,
1954, et the home of Iirs. Hurh Bell, Beasley; Norfolk, one or two on every trip
from Sept. 19, 1954 to January, 1955, with four on Christmas Count, Rountrey.

Nashville '/arbler, TFour additional records: Marmer's Museum, Newpart
News, Sept. 87, 1952, Beasley; Stumpy Lake, Sept. 11 and 24, 1953, Hountrey;
Sabot, Sept. 13, 1953, Scott.

Southern Parula Warbler, Rountrey saw a pair feeding youns on the
wing on the late date of .us. 21, 1952, at lorfolk. John V. Dennis found a nest
with one young bird in a scrub pine, near Leesburg, July 8, 1954, Our latest
date for a Parula Warbler is Octe 23, 1954, at slexandria, ibbott.

(Sutton's Werbler. Lena Artz reports that she and Tlizabeth Gilmen
of Vashington saw what they were sure was a Sutton's arbler on May 15, 1954,
at Hone Quarry National Forest Camp, in western Rockingham County, One studied
the bi§d with field glasses while the other checked the marks in the Peterson
Guide.
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Fastern Yellow Warbler. Other late fall dates are at Chincoteague
Causeway, Sept. 19, 1948; Prince William Forest Park, Oct. 13, 1951, C.L.
Claggett; Lexington, Oct. 3, 1953, Murray; and Stumpy Leke, Oct. 31, 1953,
Rountrey., It is not unlikely that all late fall migrants belong to the Alaska
or Newfoundland races. .e should collect some of these transients seen after

September lst.

Magnolia (larbler. Recent records indicate that this bird should be
listed as "scarce near the coast" rather than "rare near the coast". e have
additional Cape Henry reports; also records from Chincotearue, Cape Charles,
"ewport News, and Norge.

Wayne's Black-throated Creen Warbler. Rountrey now reports it as a
quite common breeder in west Princess Lnne, southwest Nor olk, and eastern
Nansemond Counties, particulerly in the lowlands along Northwest River, with
nests on April 4 and 11, the first of these being one of the earliest known
nesting records for the race. David Pierce saw and heard 10 in Dismal Swamp,
March 26, 1955,

Cerulean Varblers The only record for the Cape Henry region is a
bird seen ot Robbins Corner, Princess Znne County, on liay 12, 1953, Rountrey,
Mrs. iloy Burforde There are indications that this bird is either now moving
into the Blue Ridge, north of James River, or that we are just now discovering
its presence there. It should be watched for on and east of the Blue Ridge.

Bastern Yellow-throated Warbler. Rountrey reports this as one of the
most common warblers earound Norfolk, nesting from the first week in ./pril to the
Tfirst week in July, meny poirs raising three broods. ILatest dete: Clerksville,
Oct. 4, 1952, Robert Tgrleston, "Mlliam lMeMann.

Chestnut-sided Warbler. J.K. "rirht reports a singing mele, just
south of Alexandria, on the very unusval date of June 20, 1952,

Bay-breanted Warbler. Common at Norfolk in September, 1953, with
a meximum of 25 on Sept. 30, iountrey.

Black~polled Warbler., Latest date, Roaches un, Nov. 2, 1952,
i{eRe Kerr,

Northern Pine Varbler. At Norfolk in 1952 Rountrey saw many pairs
feeding young on the wing through the third week in August, and as late as
lugust 26.

Northern Prairie Werbler. Our earliest date is March 24, 1954, at
Butts Station near Worfolk, richard Peake; and our latest is Oct. 25, 1952, at
“uimby, sccomack County, Scotts. Scott found a pair feeding young on the wing
at Bloxom, on the Zastern Shore, June 15, 1953,

Newfoundland Ovenbird. There are in the U.S. National Nuseum two
specimens from Feirfax County, one without specific locelity, and one from
Oakton (Wilson Bulletin, 64, 39-42).
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Northern Smell-billed Weter=-thrush. The U.S. National Museum has 7
old specimens from Virginia in the lWiashington region, one from Arlington on the
remarkable date of July 23, 1898; also a recent specimen, 2 female from
Fauquier County, Aug. 24, 1933,

Grinnell's Small-billed Water-thrush. Aldrich suggests that there
may be a split migration in this species, with the northern race moving mainly
along the coast, and Grinnell's moving along the mountains. There is a specimen
of this race in the U,S. National Museum from Fort Humphreys, near Jashington,
Luce 16, 1933, The Ifay 5, 1885 specimen (cf. 'Check-List'!) was from Arlington.

Kentucky Warbler. Our latest date is Oet. 13, 1952, at Norfolk,
Rountrey. He occasionelly sees transients in October, althourh the local breed-
ing birds have left in late fugust. He finds this warbler feeding young from
June to July 13, John V. Dennis saw two pairs at Leesburg in the summer of 1953,

Connecticut Warbler., Norfolk, Sept. 27, 1953, lirs. Floy Burford.

Mourning Warbler. iie have additional records for Feirfax County,
Charlottesville, and Lexington; and a remarkable one at Norge, a male seen by
licCartney, liay 24, 1953, the only record east of Charlottesville. Our latest
date is Octe 10, 1953, at flexendria.

Yellow-breasted Chat. Winter records: Grandview, near Hempton, Jan. 1,
1953; Fort Fustis, Jan. 20, 1953, Glassell.

Marylend Yellow-throat. i/e have winter records at Cape Henry, Yorktowm,
Arlington-Alexandria area, and Ft. Belvoir.

Wilson's Pileolated Werblers E.T. McKnicht and T.3. Nolan saw a very
late bird at Indian Point, near 'eshington, Dec. 14, and 22, 1952. Other
records: Cape Charles, Sept. 24, 1949; Norge, lMay 10 and 18, 1952, MeCartney;
Frince Williem Forest Park, Aug. 31, 1949, Jemes Baird: and five September
records at Winchester, lirs. R.5. Underwood.

Cenade Warbler, ' have four records east of Richmond: Newport News,
+pril 28, 1946, and lMay 17, 1952, Beasley; and Sept. 21, 1952, Glassell;
Norge, May 18, 1952, MeCartney.

Southern American Redstart. Rountrey found a fledzline at Stumpy
Lake, July 4, 1952, and two nests at "allaceton, in the eastern edge of the
Dismal Swamp. He has found it in summer in southern Princess Znne and liorfolk
Counties. Stevens has a late record at Charlottesville, Nov. 15, 1950,

Yellow-headed Blackbird., Ruskin S, Freer states that lrs. T.l.
Schubert saw two males et her home near the Bedford County Lake on Feb. 26, 1954,
checking the markings by a color plate. Sidney Mitchell of Hempton says that
he saw one at Yorktown in 1949, but does not remember the date.
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Eastern Redwing Blackbird. In June, 1952, Scott, Stevens and Sydnor
found it emazingly common in the lower river valleys in Highland County, where
usuel nesting places are not plentiful, Grey and others estimated 170,000 in
the flock at Hog Islend in James River, on Dec. 22, 1952; and Paul Sykes and
others estimated 2,000,000 on the Norfolk Christmas Count, Dec. 30, 1954.

Baltimore Oriole. Records have turned up at all kinds of odd dates
recently: Tarwick, Dec., 14, 1953 to April 14, 1954, Mrs. Hugh Bell; Newport
News, Dec. 26, 1953, W.P., Smith and others; Williamsburg, Dec. 23, 1953,
Geraldine Claiborne; Suffolk, mid-December, 1951, pair et a feeding tray of
Mrs. Bradford Kelly; Aquia Creek, near Alexendria, Oct. 27, 1951, E.T. MeKnight;
flexandria, Nov. 27, 1952, J.K. Merritt; Arlington, Christmas Day, 1953, W.
Sieck; Arlington, femeale banded by A.H. Fast on lMareh 13, 1955, Iay 7, 1950,
is the first spring date for the species at Richmond for over 40 years. DBeasley
saw one at Newport News, liay 4, 1952. One which wintered at Ellerson, Hanover
County, 1954-55, was photographed at the feeding tray of Mrs. Catherine Bentley.

Rusty Blackbird. Our latest dete is May 2, 1953, at Stumpy Lake,
Rountrey.

Lastern Boat-tailed Grackle. ©Scott saw two pairs carrying food into
a thieket at Grandview, Hampton, June 13, 1953; also a colony in liathews County
in 1953. He made a hizh count of 580 at Chincoteague, Nov. 29, 1953. Lyle D.
IMiller found empty nests, with young flying about, on Rogue Islend, June 10,
1953 (Raven, 24, 87).

Lastern Common Cowbirde. [/e now have breeding dates for the Cape
Henry region. In the sumner of 1953, Paul Sykes found eggs in late June in
two nests of the Red-eyed Vireco; a Red-eyed Vireo was seen feeding a fledgling
in another area on Aug. 9; end a Hooded Warbler was seen feeding one on
July 11. Scott found them common on the Fastern Shore in June, 1953,

Scarlet Tanager. Rev. Thom Blair reported it as common @t Hanover
Court House in the summer of 1952. We have the following eastern Virginia
records for 1953; Norge, two pairs, May 15 and June 11, MeCartney; Uilliams=-
burg, & pealr, Mey 15 and June 15, Grey; Ellerson, Hanover County, five nesting
pairs near the home of Mrs. Catherine Bentley, with ecgs haotching in one nest
on July 1l4; Farmville, a few in June and July, Scott. John *’. Taylor reported
that at Front Royal the two tanagers appear to be equally common, often in the
seme woods. E. Knudsen found a singing male in breeding plumege at Arlington
on the amazing date of March 8, 1954 (Atlantic Naturalist, 9, 257).

Summer Tanager. Rountrey saw young being fed on the wing near Norfolk
on July 26, 1952. '/ have some late dates: Warwick, Oct. 11, 1953, Beasley;
Stumpy Leke, Oct. 25, 1953, Rountrey; Richmond, Oct. 13, 1952; Arlington,

Oct. 5, 1953, J. Knudsen.

Rose-breasted Grosbeek. Rountrey has seen it in the Cape Henry
region several times in fall and twice in spring, one record being on lay 4,
1953, at Robbins Corner, Princess Anne County. /e have records for Powhatan
County of a female on Sept. 17, 1953, and of another female at a different place
on Sep‘b. BO, 1953,
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Eastern Blue Grosbeak. Our earliest date is April 18, 1948, at
Ieesburg, N. Shelton. John V. Dennis saw two pairs at Leesburg in the summer of

1953,

Dickcissel. Additional records: Norge, a singing male, June 8, 1953,
licCartney; Toeno, female, Dec. 25, 1953 to March 21, 1954, McCartney; Curle's
Neck, Richmond, singin- male, May 10, 1953, Scott; Lorton, one through the
winter of 1954-55, Paul Bartsch; Arlington, female banded by A.H. Fast, llarch 29,
1955; Pine Ridge, Tairfax County, four on May 10, 1952.

FBastern Zvening Grosbesk. In 1952 the earliest fall record was on
Oct. 1 at Fine Ridge, rairfax County, Mrs. M.B. Peacock; end the only winter
record was of three at Arlington on Dec. 13, In the spring of 1953 there were
only two records, single birds at Petersburg in the last half of liarch,
MeIlwaine, and at 'Vinchester, lMarch 8 to 11, Mrs. R.S. Underwood, In 1955 they
appeared at Hopewell on Jan. 2, Stevens; end at Richmond on Jen. 13, Scott;
then in Februery in most Piedmont end Southside Virginie towns, in flocks up to
50, and in the Valley from Harrisonburg to Clifton Forge. At Williamsburg a
flock of 150 arrived on Jan. 30; inereased to at least 300 in several flocks;
last seen on liay 15,

Pine Grosbeak., Faul Favour stated that Carl Stodderd, a ranger, saw
12 on Feb. 21, 1955, on 1iller's Head, one-hclf mile west of Skyland in
Shenandoah Park.

Northern Pine Siskin. 1952«53 was a Siskin winter. They arrived
early and in good numbers, being common by the end of October, and then
occurring in flocks up to 50 from the Zastern Shore and Dismal Swamp to Mte.
Rogers, with some counts to 200, Some birds remained as late as ilay 19 at
Arlington, with & streggler at Norfolk on Masy 24, Rountrey, and st Charlottesville
on June 3, R.R. Kerr.

Common Redpoll. Several observers, including Mellinger and R.R. Kerr,
saw & small flock at Chincoteague Refuge on Dec., 29, 1954, lNonroe Couper of
Weynesboro and Dr. C.S. Marvel of the University of Illincis sav two with some
Siskins at Luray, Feb. 5, 1955,

Fastern American Goldfinch. Rountrey saw an adult feeding young on
the wing near Norfolk on Oct. 17, 1952. John DelLime estimated 5000 at Presouile
on April 17, 1953.

Red Crossbill. ~czleston saw a flock at Danville, May 19, 1953.

White-winged Crossbill, Single birds were seen et Alexandria, Feb. 8,
1953, J«K. "right, and at Fine Ridge, Feb. 13, 1953, lr. and Vrs. W. Scott.
ReR+ Kerr saw 16 at Arlington, Nov. 30, 1954.

Ipswich Sperrow. Scott collected two out of 9 seen at Grandview, near
Hampton, on Jan. 30, 1953. Additional records: Newport News, lMarch B, 3952,
Glassell; Buckroe Beach, 2 on Nov. 9, 1952, Glassell; Back Bay, March 16 and
4pril 12, 1952, Rountrey, Richardson; Back Bay, 2 on Dec. 27, 1954, Christmes
Count; Cobb Island, Dec. 27, 1954, Christmas Count.
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Fastern Savannsh Sparrow. Buckalew found nests at Chincoteague in 1947.

Labrador Savanneh Sparrows A dead bird, picked up by Mrs. Cecil
Robinson near Barnesville, Chearlotte County, on Oct. 17, 1953, was identified by
Yletmore as this form, and is now in the U.S. National lMuseum.

Churchill Savannah Sparrow. Of 8 Savannah Sparrows collected by Scott
and Grey in the Hampton aree on Jan, 30, 1953, three were identified by Wetmors
as oblitus, intermediate toward savenna, and five as sevanna, intermediate
toward labradorius.

Eastern Henslow's Sparrow. John V. Dennis reported 15 pairs near
Leesburg in the summer of 1953. VWetmore collected one on Long Ridge, in
Shenandoah Park, July 27, 1952, at an altitude of over 2000 feet, lMax Carpenter
found 4 singing birds in a field between Strasburg and Front Royal, April 16,
1954, Freer found a small colony near Bedford, July 1, 1954.

Bishop's Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Grey, Stevens, and Scott saw one at
Seaford, June 14, 1952, and Scott saw one at Grandview, near Hampton, June 13,
1953, which suggests the probability of the nesting of this species around
Chesapeake Bay. A bird seen at Clarksville, Dec. 7, 1952, is one of the few
Piedmont records, Robert Eggleston. Birds seen by S.lM. Russell at Lbingdon on
Oct. 7, 1950 and Oct. 5, 1952 are more likely to have been Nelson's Sharp=-
tailed Sparrows.

Northern Seaside Sparrow. Scott reported many breeding colonies on
the western shore of Chesapeake Bay in recent summers. Our only winter record
is at Yorktown, Jan. 2, 1954, three seen by Beasley.

Eastern Lark Sparrow. Beasley and Glassell saw one at Buckroe Beach,
Sept. 26, 1952,

Carolina Slate~colored Junco. In collections made for D.R. Hostetter
by various collaborators during the winter of 1936-37, the following specimens
were collected east of the Blue Ridge: Lynchburg, March 18, Freer; Charlottes-
ville, Jan. 3, Hostetter; Amelia, Jan. 21 and Feb. 10, J.B. Lewis; Chatham,

Wov. 30 and Feb. 11 and 15, A.L. Yeatts. This indicates migration away from the
mountains in winter which is more than a mere drop into the valleys.

Zastern White-crowned Sparrow. This .species has wintered around
4Arlington in increasing numbers since 1950, Mrs. A.l7s Bachman of Henderson,
North Carclins, saw from one %o 25 regularly at Kerr Dam, lecklenburg County,
Nov. 8 to Dec. 13, 1952, ‘e heve additional records from Charlottesville,

Sweet Briar, Lynchburg, and Compbell County. The bird now seems to be wintering
regularly in the upper Piedmont.

Northern Lincoln's Sparrow. Two were seen at Norfolk by Richard Peake
and others: one from 'arch 19 to April 24, 1954; and one at another place,
April 3, 1954,

Common Lapland Longspur. One was seen in /lbemarle County, Mov. 22,
1951, by Stevens and others; and one at Buckroe Beach in Sept., 1952, Glassell,
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Eastern Snow Bunting. This species was very common =long the coast
in the winter of 1954-55, with high counts of 28 at Chincoteague on Dec. 29 and
of 40 at Back Bay on Dec. 4. Perkins saw about 25 at Sandbridee in the fell of
1953; end 50 at False Cape, Back Bay, Dec. 18, 1953, Stevens found two at
Scottsville, Nov. 22, 1951. Fred W. Behrends and S.M. Russell found t%io at
5100 feet on Mt. Rogers on Dec. 28, 1952. They have been found on the Yorktown
Peninsula for the past three winters; Fort llonroe, 8 on Feb. 8, 1953, Beasley;
Grendview, 50 on Dec. 26, 1953, Grey; Grandview, 14 on Jan. 9, 1955, Charles
Hacker.,

The writer requests that you send to him any significant date which
you mey have and which is not covered in the 'Check-List' or in the two
revisions.

== 6 White Street
Lexington, Virginia
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1955 BIUE RIDGE FORAY

By C. C. Steirly

The notes of the veery heard in the cathedral=like atmosphers of the
mature hemlocks and the sight of & raven or two flying parellel to the rocky
mountain ridges are features of the annual VS0 Foray in Shenandoah National
Park not soon forgotten. To many members, perhaps not the more ardent listers,
these features alone make the trip worthwhile, especially vhen they are en-
joyed amid the cemaraderie of kindred spiritse.

The 1955 Foray was held at Skyland June 10, 11, end 12 with a total
attendance of forty-one members during most of that period. Fog and rain
hampered the plans of the trip committee to some extent but such manifestations
of nature did not deter the group from having an enjoysble time. Who can for-
get the walk dowvm Hawksbill Mountain in e driving rain or the dense fog thet
added to the confusion on the first nisht, or the heavy mist that arose from
White Oak Canyon Falls? Perhaps this apparent thwarting of detailed plenning
was a blessing for it proved thet such a group as ours does not need to have
elaborate plans drawn up for its enjoyment and the exploitation of the orni-
thological delights of the mountain region. Small groups orgenized themselves
somewhet spontaneously and took themselves off along various trails or to
particularly delightful birding spots. In the evenings the entire group met
and the members of the smaller groups pooled the results of their findings for
the day. Some learned, for instance, where they could find a Canada ’arbler;
others jotted down notes as to the locations of Junco nests so that they might
visit them, and so on. ZEnough experts were along to interpret significent
discoveries and everyone secmed to have a good time of it without being
separated into small "work" parties. The trip committee and trip leaders thus
learned a valuable lesson.

The areas visited by all groups included wWhite Oek Canyon Trail,
Stonymen lMountain, Hawksbill lLiountain, Big Meadows, and a trip down to the
lower levels, off the National Park, as far as the town of Syria. Fhotogra-
vhers in the group found a number of nests for the satisfaction of their
interest, and as is usual on these trips, several persons picked up life list
items on the various trails.

Basically, the purpose of the Foray was to open the way for everyone
to see, enjoy and study the species of birds that breed in the Blue Fidge eresa,
Excellent counts were kept by & number of serupulous note takers and although
no contributions were made to the ornithology of the Shenandosh National Park,
a few salient observations were reported.

Paul Sykes and Mike Griffin probably covered the most ground and are
credited with many observations including the finding of a raven's nest at
Crescent Rock, the nests of two ovenbirds on Stonyman Trail, tvwo phoebe nests
at Big Meadows, and a2 Carolina junco nest on Stonymem Mountain. Mrs. Bentley
found several nests of the Canada Warbler on Hawksbill Mountain. Other nests
found by the group included those of Chipping Sparrows, Blaeckburnian Warblers,
Veery, and Cedar Waxwinge. One group observed a veery construeting its nest
in a low bush along the Stonyman lMountain Trail.
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While bird counts in extensive areas that are not correlated with
units of hebitat area do not mean much, it might be well to report tihe findings
of the group using general aress as the closest approach to definite habitats.

White Oak Canyon Trail:

Turkey Tulture sescesvveccsssessassrsassccsssssnsns

Barred OWl [ N N N N N N NN

Flicker (B R AR R R R R N T N R RN NN ]

Downy WoOodDOoker sassstssssssissibtssvinnsenesnnes
Crested FlycatoheI eseesssssscsssvrssscrssscnpsnsss

2
2
4
Pileated Woodpecker ecssvacssssssopsssesscsossicsnse  ;
2
3
3

Phoebe* CORDIPOIO NN IDINOONNOONEDIIOROEOIOOOROBLEDIOOE

Lcadian Flyc&tCheT R I T
Vool POWWOn sessssdissscisiutasasnssssirssnissssiise 15
Wood Thrush eesspssesssdsoosnosesensenssvsssenssss o4
Veary* ©ee0c0asc000ssIsscEsOBO et ssnonsanssss OO
Yellow=throated ViPB0 sssesssossssssssssesesoscnse 3
SOlit&ry ViTBO ssstsssconstssnsbnssossbprnssbasns 5]
Red-eyad Vire0 ssssicnsssnsenssossnviapssnsasssnne 10
Blaeck & Thite Warbler Fhk AR b AR GvEsAE e sasahs ~ 18
Parnlea WATDIOY ssnssasnnisiisasivisssnitsssiorsaness 3
Cairn's Black~throated Blug* seeeceescsscessssvess 20
Bl ackburni an '-;'-Tarblel‘* sesesessbersnetiannsansasene 18
Chestmmt~8icded Warbler sssssscvissrssisssssonasssa 20
Ovenbird* Seshbosinserrnsansnerasssrsnsgensandnens 19
Louisiana Water Thruah* essessnssnsesnngsnepecrsse 10
Hoodod Warbler sidisvisssastssmarpinsmsssresosisas 1
Canada ‘arbler* Sestsscsasesssrssnsnssrsaernorssse 18
Scarlet Tanager edsersersennssstsscarasnensesnsses 10
Cowbird I R R R R R e 1
Rose-breasted GrosheBK ssssessesscrsssncssssssnsse 2
Towhee PP OO e 00 C0N0000s0ESSe e 0eBEOERCOOISEOIRRBBEESE R 10
GOLATINONR ssssasarstansitriasnneinnsanensisassninnis 1D

The Hooded Warbler observation was rather unusual in that this bird
was observed at an elevation of approximately 3300 feet and on the upper area

from the Limberlost.

The trip to the lower levels was interesting; however, the area
covered was too exteusive for counts to have much meaning. At the lower levels,
or more precisely that area lying downmard altitudinally from the park

boundary, the following observations were reported:

Green Heron I E TP IO ISR INNN0EO0OREPRERYE
Killdeer $9C PO C 0004 P IO I PORBANEIENINOOBORBOEDEDS
Nburning DOVE  suskusterisastisnisiibinnateathanes
Hummingbird S0 P0T000PBO00NRRO0EPB000ROEUCRETIBERS S
Red-belldad WoodDECKOT seessssnsnsnaosssoosnsninss
Kingbird 00900080 90 0000000000080 00C08RSBO0RREDERTN
Wood Peewee* 0B ILOINIEI RO ONIINOONIOSRIORAIOOOBROSS
Barn Swallow P HB A0S EP PP IEERENANNIOSEOBOA0BOROSES
Roughwing SwalloV eecesesesccesecsssocscscnssscens

o
MO RO, K
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Mockingbird 0800000000683 000020800800000C0BS00CSSDS
Robin ecocesesscscnococcossssscesssssscssossssscaccs
Bluebird* €000 EIES0000 0N CEROPIOIEIEROBRBEEBROGOGROTOSN
Loggerhead Shrike* 000000000 00REEPIIANTNOORIIOBROS
Starling IO ROOLIDBOBOBNPIOIO0ESOLLOBEINIOLORGEDOIDE
White-eyed Vireo eeescesssessvossesnssnsvessosssene
Yellow Warbler essesccecoscssrcesrsssssssonncosnens
Kentucky Warbler eeesececsescsocecionessesnscsessce
Yellowthroat essceesesosvevsosscsssscsassscscncnsons
Rodstart seecescoeovosrscsssocssnsassnsnneassnssnnsce
HouBe SPEITOW sssssesscssssessssssnsrsesscascasssssn
MosdowlarKk sssesssssisesspsndssbissssncnassastenssss
RGdWing 2080000000000 I0P0000P0NB0000RROOsEESESIOIDOORSD
Orchard OPICLEe sssitesnipont boassanesosssnsercinses
Purple Grackle POPOCOCLOO0NONPENOOOEROsEOCORPBOINEOSEES
CETHINEL sercsssrbosnsisistsivsthersiiinnisnenssnsns
Blue Crogheal sssssvsssnntbtistsisnitossunsnsanassnn
GOLATINO Gissusiissandsninhsnanrinannhasanmnsiesie

Field SPBrrOW $000 00080008000 0C0000008ess00PTINRONTES

Botba
-

-3

=t %]
PRI =

Observations of note made within the park and not included in the

Vhite Oak Canyon list were:

Broadwing Hawlk
Red~tailed Hawk
Sparrow Hawk (BM)
Ruffed Grouse
Bobwhi te
Whip-poor-will
Chimney Swift
Hummingbird

Blue Jay

Raven*®

Crow

Carolina Chicladoe*
Tufted T1itmouse
House Wren
Carolina Wren*

Catbird

Brown Thrasher
Robin

Cedar Waxwing*
Prairie Warbler
Yellowthroat
Yellow=breasted Chat
Indigo Bunting
Besper Sparrow (BM)
Carolina Junco*
Chipping Sparrow
Iield Sparrow

Song Sparrow (BM)
Pine Siskin

(BM) refers to birds observed at Big Meadow, & rather extensive open area

with small clumps of brush.

The Raven Count included six in one group at Big Meadows,

The Pine Siskin was observed from the top of Stonyman iountain on the
morning of June 12, It 1s perhaps & late record for the park,

An asterisk denotes observations of nesting birds.

=000 =mm=
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THE HOLLIS MARSH ISLAND HERONRY
WESTMORELAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA

By Jackson M, Abbott

Hollis Marsh Island is about 2.5 miles long, a quarter of a mile wide,
and 1s crescent shaped; it lies at the north-west end of Monimi Bay in i/estmore-
land County on Virginia's Northern Neck. The island, which used to be connected
with the mainland until a channel was dredged through at the western end some
years ago, is bounded on its south side by Curriomen Bay and on the north by
the Potomac River.

On the eastern half of the island is a fairly dense growth of ocedars
while the center of the island has a thick, extensive growth of myrtle bushes
and hackberry trees with a few cedars mixed in, A grassy maprsh with a
scattering of myrtle bushes and clumps ef tules occupies the west end of the
islend. Three ponds indent the western half of the island, each with an inlet
from Currioman Bay. There is a short sand spit at each end of the island and
a narrow, sandy beach runs along the island's northern shore from one end to
the other,

I first heard sbout a large heronry on Hollis Marsh Islend from Dre
Den Keeney of Springfield, Va, He and his family spent a week at "estmoreland
State Park in 1951 when he briefly visited the island and found hund reds of
occupied heron nests. Dr. Keeney was not particulerly interested in birds at
that time but hes become an enthusiastic bird wateher since. Inasmuch as he
was going to Testmoreland Park sgain this summer he suggested we make a trip
out to Hollis Marsh to see if the heronry was still actives.

Thus on 25 June 1955, Mr. end Mrs. Irwin Hoover, lMr. and Mrs. George
Treichel and I met Dr. Keeney and rented a boat at Bryant's wharf at the end
of a dirt road on Currioman Bay, three miles east of Chisford. As we crossed
the bay, which is not over three-quarters of a mile wide, we saw four occupied
Osprey nests, one on top of each of four duck hunter's blinds in the baye.
Six Double=crested Cormorants were observed sitting on poles in the bay and
dozens of herons were flying back and forth across the water between the island
and the mainland,

We entered the inlet to the Eastern Pond and pulled the boat up on
the sandy beach separating the pond from the Potomac River. Dozens of Creat
Blue, Little Blue, Black-crowned ilight Herons and American Egrets flew up from
the shores of the pond as the noise of our outboard motor disturbed the quiet,
The nesting herons were concentrated in the dense mat of myrtle bushes and hack=-
berry trees between the pondss As we walked along the beach by the Middle Pond
we saw dozens of sneky white, gray and purple necks and heads sticking up above
the tops of the bushes and low trees. A clap of the hands caused a whirlwind
of motion and raucous cries as hundreds of herons took to the aire Ve penetra-
ted the denge growth and were immediately confronted with nests at all eleva-
tlons from two to ten feet above the grounde Most nests were empty, the young
having already left, but many held young birds from & few days to several weeks
of age and a few Little Blue Heron nests still had eggee Young birds still in
the nests were chiefly Little Blue and American fgrets, although there were a
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dozen or more nests occupied by juvenile Night Herons. Many young herons al-
ready out of the nest but not yet flying clambered awkwardly throuch the densely
matted vegetation while others, a little older, flopped into the air for their
first, short flights. Althoush we didn't thoroughly explore zll corners of the
heronry a conservative estimate indicated the following species and numbers of
herons were nesting in this colonys

American Egret: 300 pairs (at least 1,000 birds seen)

Little Blue Heron: 200 pairs (at least 600 birds seen)
Black-crowned Night Heron: 150 pairs (at least 400 birds seen)
Great Blue Heron: 30 pairs (at least 100 birds seen)

Green Heron: 15 peirs (over fifty birds seen)

Snowy Egret: at least two pairs (5 birds seen)

One Iouisisna or Tri-colored Heron wes observed feeding along the edge
of the middle pond while out in the pond we watched e mele Red-headed Duck
swimming and diving near the south shore; this appears to be the first June
record for this speciés in Virginia.

A Great-horned Owl flushed out of a clump of cedars as we walked
neerby and 1t was immediately besieged by a dozen Fish and Common Crows. I
flushed a Clapper Rail from its nest containing 7 eggs, about 8 inches up in a
clump of needle grass in a small slough not 20 feet from the beach. Along the
edge of the western pond we observed a lLeast Bittern and a Seaside Sparrow.
We were unable to visit the ends of the island on this trip because of a sudden
storm.

On 10 July, John Terborgh, Mr. and Mrs. Hoover and I returned to the
island to assist John in banding young herons. He banded about 70, including
40 Little Blues, 20 American Egrets, and 10 Black-crowned MNight Herons. lie saw
a young Great Blue Heron in a nest about 20 feet up in a cedar tree. The male
Red-head was seen agein in the middle pond and this time we were ablec to
determine that it could not fly; apparently a casualty from last year's hunting
season. ile also found a female Red-head and a pair of Canvasbacks at the inlet
to the western pond. They were swimming along the shore in water too shallow to
get close enough to attempt to make them fly. John flushed & King Rail in the
heronry and I saw a Clapper Reil feeding along the water's edge on the sandy
beachs Just across the channel at the west end of the island is a long finger
of sand connected to the mainland. Here we found a colony of about 25 pairs of
Least Terns just starting to nest; 12 "nests" were found, each with 2 ezgs. The
vanguard of the fall shorebird flight was personified by two Greater Yellowlegs,
a Least Sandpiper, &nd a flock of four "peeps" flying by too far off for
identification.

This Hollis Mersh heronry appears to be one of the largest recorded in
Virginia. It is apparently of recent vintage since a neighbor of mine who spent
his boyhood on Curriomen Bay with frequent trips to Hollis marsh doesn't re-
member seeing any lerge numbers of herons there up to 1939 or 1940 when he moved.

== 814 - 13th Street
New Alexandria, Virginia

(In connection with the remark sbove as to the age of this heronry, John Terborgh
was told by an old resident of the area that the heronry had been there for a
long time. -~ ZEditor)
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BANDING BLACK-CAPFED CHICKADEES (PARUS ATRICAPILLUS)

IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA
DURING THE WINTER OF 1954~1955

By John V. Dennis

The bird banders acting independently sometimes record an event of
ornithological significance was demonstrated last winter by three banders in
Loudoun, Arlington, and Feirfax Counties. In late QOctober end early November,
Dennis banding near Leesburg, Arthur He. Fast in Arlington, and iLlizebeth D,
Peacock in Pine Ridge neer Fairfax, took for the first time in their traps,
Black~capped Chickedees. This was their first introduction to a noteble in-
vesion which saw the Black-capped Chickadee in Indiana, Ohio, Virginia, and
Maryland in record breaking numbers.

These banders felt safe, for the most part, in celling any chickadee
with a tail length of 6cm. or over, er a total length of four and three-fourths
inches or more, a Black-cap. However, in the course of banding operations Fast
and Peacock took several questioneble individuals whose measurements and
eappearance suggested intermediates between carolinensis, the resident Carolina
Chickedee, and atricapillus. Fast took a bird with a tail length of 59mm. to
John Aldrich of the U.S. National Museum for identification. This bird was
deseribed as a Carolina Chickadee with an unusually long tail. Alexander
Wetmore and Aldrich confirmed the fact that another bird taken by Fast to the
museum was a Bleack-capped Chickadee, (Parus atricapillus atricapillus).
Similerly a bird which died in handling was given to the nuseum by Mrs. Peacock.
This specimen was preserved and is listed as atricapillus.*

The arrival dates of the Black~-capped Chickadee at the three localities
probably coincides quite closely with first banding dates. 411 thpee banders
were active during this period and were on the watch for suspiciously large
chickadees. Fast took his first Black-cap on October 24, Peacock her first on
October 26, and Dennis his first on November 9.

*Dennis also lost a bird in handling. The usual careful treatment accorded
birds in taking them from the trap and in removing them from a carrying cage
does not in itself seem to be sufficient cause for mortelity. Possibly other
factors - fright, illness, previous injury - were involved. In asddition to the
banding fatality during the course of the winter three other Black~capped
Chickadees were found dead closze to the Peacock residence, one in a neighbor's
garage., All of these birds had been banded earlier.
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Evidence from all three stations indicates that the Black=caps, having
found a reliable source of food, were satisfied to stay put for the winter.
Length of stay is indiceted to some extent by repeat records, But the faect
that a bird does not repeat or does so only once or twlce does not necessarily
mean that it has left the locelity or ceased to patronize feeding places. TFor
a number of species, notably the English Sparrow, Blue Jay, and Starling, first
acquaintance with a banding trap is usually the lagts Chickadees are less
hesitent about trying their luck again, and indeed, may become confirmed
"trap addicts". Some, however, seem to become trap shy after one or two ex-
periences in a trap. As an example, Fast reports a chickadee with a frayed
tall which was seen regularly but did nct enter his traps between January 22
and March 28, As the season progressed Fast and Dennls found that their entire
chickadee population became increasingly trap shy. Fast had only four repeats
after Jenuary, Dennis only three after I'ebruary. Peacock, on the other hand,
relying cheifly upon nets to capture her birds, did not experience such a sharp
seasonal decline in the number of repeats. As long as the birds were about
they continued to enter her nets. This is reflected in the high percentage of
birds repeating one or more times at her station - 83%. Fast, who operated his
traps almost daily, had 75% of his birds repeat one or more times. Dennis,
operating irregularly, had 65% of his birds repeat one or more times.

The number of repeats per month for each station is shown by histo-
grams in Table I. The distribution of repeats for the three stations at first
glance seems rather haphazard. It seems odd, for instance, that Fast should
have had most of his repeats early in the season. Repeats followed a more
logical pattern at the Peacock station. February was the high month with 28
repeats. February was also the high month at vhe Dennis station where there
were 16 repeats. Fast, on the other hand, had only three repeats in February.
Such e distribution, perhaps, can be accounted for by variation in trapping
methods at the three stations. Where traps were operated most intensively as
at the Fast station, chickadees became trap shy early in the season. After
December the number of repeats dropped off sharply. At the Dennis station
trapping occurred at irregular intervals, none at all in January. Thus,
apparently as the result of a respite in January, both the number of repeats
and number of newly banded birds picked up in February. Peacock, using nets
exclusively until December 15, and after that date both traps and nets, ob=
tained what is probably the truest distribution pattern. A decline in repeats
for January as compared to December or February, however, deems to represent a
slackening in trapping activity rather than any change so far as the chickadees
were concerned.

Table II shows the distribution by months of newly banded chickedees
at the three stations. The total number banded by Dennis was 27, by Fast 18,
by Peacock 3l. At each station there seemed to be a main influx early in the
season. On the basis of dates when the largest numbers were banded, the peak
periods for the three staticns are as follows: Dennis, November 9 through
December 17; Fast, December 12 through December 20; Peacock, November 28
through December 4, Fast also had an early active period from October 24
through November 20. If additional movements took place there was little
evidence of it in the banding records. Birds caught after late December wore
assumed to be members of the original flock which up until the time of their
capture hadn't entered a trap or flown into a net. This, it might be mentione
ed, is an impression gained just as much by watching chickadees about
the home as by analyzing banding records. After the late fall influz no
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MONTHLY REPEAT RECORD AT THREE BANDING STATIONS
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MONTHLY BANDING RECORD AT THREFE BANDING STATIONS
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appreciable fluctuation in numbers was noted until spring departure. The
number visiting feeding stations varied, to be sure, according to weather and
season, but it was not until March that the wintering population began to de-
cline to sny great extent.

Dennis noted Black-copped Chickadees up until the last week in March,
Fast until March 29, and Pesacock Bew her last on April 20. Once the northward
movement got underway the chickadees lost no time in meking their departures.
Their early deperture contrasts with that of such northern visitors as the
Red=breasted Nuthatech and Brown Creeper which are often seen well into May.

While the above studies left meany questions unanswered they did point
up the fact that the movement into the region was an orderly one, that groups
of between fifteen and thirty-five took up residence in favor:oble localities,
and that arrivals and departures followed an almost time-teble precision.

That this study was poscible is due entirely to the close cooperation
of the three bander participsnts. It has been a great pleasure working with
Mr. Fast and Mrs. Peacock, and it is hoped that similar studies can be con=-
ducted in the future.

ws  Rbs 1, Box 376
Leesburg, Virginia
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HAWK AND OWL PROTECTION IN MAINE

Hawks and owls in Maine got a new lease on life on August 20, the
National Audubon Society reports. On that day the new Meine law protecting
all hewks and owls (except the horned owl) became effective. It was passed by
the state legislature and given final approvel on May 11, 1955, The bill was
sponsored by the Bancor Bird Conservation Club and was supported by the Augusta
Neture Club, the Maine Audubon Society, and the Federation of Gerden Clubs of
Maine.

There is a provision in the emendment thet permits the "“owner of
occupant of land to kill hawks or owls when in the act of destroying poultry".
The Nationsl Audubon Society pointed out that it is only occesional individual
hawks and owls that develop a taste for poultry and that even these infrequent
depredations can be prevented by keeping the poultry penned.

Passage of the hawk and owl protective law in laine is in keeping with
a nation-wide trend toward better protection of the birds of prey. The Society
has just made a survey of state bird protection laws which reveels that only
six states now fail to proteet any hawks and owls. States that have recently
extended total or additional protection to these birds inelude Indiana, Idaho,
New Hampshire, and Michigan.

The Audubon Society made it clear that the hawlks which have been
most widely persecuted in lMaine and other states are those spacies with broad
wings and wide tails that soer slowly in the sky. These birds prey meinly on
rodents and insects and their destruction has been harmful %o agricultural
interests.

A Netional iudubon Society spokesman said, "It is becoming more
generally recognized that it is unsound to clessify any species of hawk end
owl, or any other form of wildlife, as *'harmful'. Each has its function in
maintaining a healthy wildlife comumnity. Control should only be attempted in
individual cases where specific damage to property is involved. The continued
slaughter of hawks, owls, and other predatory species is detrimental to the
cause of wildlife conservation. The smell creatures that hawks and owls eat
breed so rapidly thet there is an important job for every bird of prey to do.
In addition, these birds are among the most interesting and highly-adapted
creatures in the out-of-doors. Study of them will reward anyone who undertakes
it."

Ixceptlon of the horned owl from protection in Maine was described by
the Society as "unfortunate". It quoted the wellknown biologist and sportsman,
Dr. Paul L. FErrington of Iowa State College, in defense of the horned owl:

"I would say that, even from a man-centered point of view, the ho¥med
owl belongs in our natural out-of-doors wherever its activities are not too much
in conflict with human interests, and that persecuting it at random merely be-
cause killing it may be legal or customary is a mistake.

"The hooting of the horned orl in a winter evening is reassurance to
me that real wildness still exists, and I am thankful to live where I can hear
its Far from being a dismal or menacing sound, it has for me a freedom and
beauty to make the air sing."

(Ludubon News Letter, August, 1955)
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NEWS AND NOTES

Danger at Parramore Islands One by one our best places for simple
recreation end for bird study are being taken from us by housing developments,
beach resorts, highway construction, and by projects of the armed services.
Meny of these enterprises are necessary, but there are too meny of them, if
we are to have any natural areas left. Illembers of the V.5.0., have been greatly
disturbed to learn that the Navy is seeking to take over one of the best spots
on the Eastern Shore and to use Parremore Island as a practice bombing renge,
This would mean the disruption of the commercial fishing industry in that
section and the closing of a large recreational area for sport fishing, hunting,
and bird watching. Opponents of the proposal gained a vietory in June when
the Senate Armed Services Committee rejected the plan; but the proposal is not
deade Senator Byrd hss been of great help in holding up the scheme, but he will,
of course, be guided in his future attitude by publie opinion. If you ever
want to go to Parremore Island, it would be well to let him know what you think
about this.

"The Scarecrow." lembers who attended the /nnusl Meeting at Iynch-
burg will remember the issue of this 'take~off' of The Raven. If you would
like a copy, whether or not you were at the Lynchburs meeting, you may secure
one free from Robert J. VWatson, 3228 South Fifth Street, Arlington, Virginia.
He can also send you a copy of the attractive program of the meeting. He has
not asked this, but it would be only right for you to send a stamp with your
requeste.

Fild Turkey. 4 wild turkey hen with seven young wes observed on a
seldom-used woods road in central Surry County on June 2, 1955, The young were
about 4 inches in height and quickly dispersed themselves in the forest while
the hen remsined in view trying to lure the observers away. This observation
was made in an immeture oek-hickory forest. - CeCs Steirly, Waverly, Vao.

A Northward Nighthawk Flighte Guy Emerson (Samuel He. Kress Foundae=
tion, 231 W 57th Street, New York 19, N.Y.) spent part of the sumner at Graves
Mill, on the Rapidan River. We quote some raragraphs from s letter with asn®
en interesting observation about a northward flight of Nighthawks:

"On the 27th of August I happened to be walking home throuh our :
valley by the Rapidan and looked up and saw 20 or 30 birds {lying over northward.
They were too high to make them out at first. They had pointed wings and I
thought they misht be falecons and that we were having a hawk flicht., The
northward direction was puszling. DMore and more came between 5:00 and 6:30 Peli,
until T had counted between 500 and 600,
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"The next evening I went out and at 5:15 the flight started egain.
This time the birds came lower and were evidently nighthawks. The flight lasted
until dusk and there were over a thousand. They were all flying north, all
guite high where they could see over the mountains. At the end 20 or 30 flew
down over the house and fields feeding, &nd ultimately joined the northward
procession.

"If they kept on in the direction they were going they would have
come out on the top of the Blue Ridge on the east side somevwhere near Big
lMeadowss I asked the local farmer about it and he said that for fifty years he
could remember a flight of 'bull bats' that always came about the end of August
and, as he remembered it, always flew northward. There must be some serious
topographical element involved which makes them fly north instead of south in
this area, After the large flight on the night of the 28th not another bird
was seen in the days following."

T — - -

Red-headed Vioodpecker. A4s all of us who read the ornithological
journals realize, there is an alarming scarcity of Red-headed Vioodpeckers
throughout the liiddle Atlantic Region. For example, we have always had a pair
in the large grove at the Massanetta Springs Conference Gmounds near Harrison-
burg. Ed Menners, of Philadelphia, who was teaching in July at a Nature Camp
near Lexington, was anxious to see a Red-headed Tioodpecker. He wes sent to
Massanetta Springs with confidence that he would find the pair there. However,
he writes that he could not locate any birds. The Editor would like to have
every record for this bird made in the State now.

Cliff Swallow. £Ed Manners, who was teaching in e Nature Camp at
Vesuvius, Rockbridge County, in July, located several colonies of Cliff Swallows.
He saw more than 50 in severcl morning walks, He was told that there were a
few nests in most of the barns in the area, but that the farmers destroyed them
because of the fear of mites on the cattles He visited a larpge colony, of which
we had known, near Brownsburg; found a small colony of four nests, a mile east
of Rookbridge Baths; and was told of another colony on Route 11, a mile or so
south of Steele's Tavern.

Rose-breasted Grosbeask. On May 20, 1955 in the late afternoon the
writer's attention was attracted to a pair of blue grosbeaks in a grain field
within the corporate limits of Waverly (Sussex County). A closer inspection of
the field revealed the presence of a male rose-breasted grosbeak,

~= C.Cs Steirly, Waverly, Va,
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER

On hand July 1, 1954 o o ¢« ¢ ¢ o o 4 ¢ o o 6 « 2 ¢ o s s v s s o o -$ 685285
Receipts from dues, gifts, sale of back Ravens, etce o ¢ ¢ o o o o 780422
$ 1,438.07

Expenditures:

Raven production and mailing SR E ety aws D DS
Covers and envelopes for REvEN + « s s » o & o s s s o 5575
Nationol Audubon Society Dues N R W il e ke e 10,00
POStﬁge for treasurer & % 8 5 8 N N A K B R AN 30,00
Printing cards, etc. for treasurer o« ¢« o« ¢ o ¢ s o o o 11450
Misc. office supplies for Raven publication § B R 5.95
Typewriter repairs R T e SRS 19,65
Virginia Wildlife Federation Dues * % 8 85 & 8 8 0 s e 75,00
Potomac Valley Conservation and Recreation

Council Dues & & A 5 8 A S A SR A RN R 5,00
Gift for retired secretary o+ o » s ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o 0 o » 17.50

TOTAL $ 709.70

- 709,70
On hand Bank of Vaverly, Vas, July 1, 1955 4+ o« ¢ o« ¢ o« ¢ o o o » $ 728.87

Note: (Of this emount, $58.90 is in the trip fund, leaving a balance
of $669.47 in the generasl fund at this time and one of
$593.95 for July 1, 1954.)

Submi tted by

C.C, Steirly
Treasurer, VSO
July 1, 1955

O

"BIRD HOUSES" -~ A Review

"Bird Houses, Baeths and Feeding Shelters," by Edmund J. Sawyer,
Cranbrook Institute of Science, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, 1955, 36 pages,
illustrated, 50¢. This booklet will be very useful to anyone interested in
building nesting boxes, bird baths, or feeding stations. Plans and specifica=-
tions are given for various kinds of houses for small birds, Wood Ducks, small
owls, and Sparrow Hewks; also for bird baths and feeding stations. Many help-
ful suggestions are made as to best types of materials, methods of construction
and proper locations. This is a revised and enlarged edition of a booklet long
in uses == JJ. Murray.
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BUGGS ISLAND RESERVOIR AS A PLACE FOR BIRD STUDY

By J« J¢ Murray

Two trips to Buggé Island Reservoir during the middle and late summer
of 1955, while productive of little immediate results, were an introduction to
the possibilities of this new development as a place for bird study.

The John He. Kerr Dam, for the impoundment of the waters of the Roanoke
River and of the lower pert of its tributary, the Dan River, was completed in
1952, The leke, partially filled by October, 1952, now covers 51,200 acres,
of vhich sbout three-fifths is in Virginia. The Buggs Island Authority has
acquired an additional 50,000 acres for the control of the watershede The head
of the lake is about ten miles east of South Boston, and the dam is about ten
miles southwest of South Hill, making a stretch of some thirty miles in length,
with a width up to three miles in places, The Virginia part of the lake is in
Halifax and Mecklenburg Counties, while there is a big southward extension in
Granville and Vance Counties in North Carolina. Very irregular in shape, with
many indentations, the lake has a shore line of 800 miles.

The dam consists of half a mile of concrete, with nearly four miles of
earth embankments. It rises 144 feet above the stream bed., The U.S. Corps of
Ingineers spent over four million dollars in clearing the area before the water
was let in. ZRach period of high water continues to pile up some debris, and will
do so for a few years. The water will not be drawn below the 280 feot elevation
line., Water between the 280 and 300 foot levels will be used as necessary for
power development, while flood waters will collect between the 300 and 320 foot
levels for gradual releasc,

The Buggs Island ‘uthority is now developing for public use the
Occoneechee Park, about a mile east of Clarksville, on Route 58, half a mile
east of its eastern junction with Route 15. A central road runs east and west
through the park for two miles, with six or eight side roads branchine off south
to the leke, giving easy access to several miles of lake front. There will be
scores of picnic tables, public conveniences, and launching places for boatss
The park has fine groves of white oaks and beeches. Near the John H. Ferr Dam
another park is being developed.

The best places to approach: the lake for bird study are the two parks
and the areas where several highways cross arms of the lake, There are also
many other approaches to fishing camps and private developments. The shore line
is so irregular that it is impossible to cover any distance along the shore
except at such approaches as these,

The only reports on bird that we have had from Buggs Island Reservoir
have been made by members of the Danville group: Robert Eggleston, Walter Mclienn,
and Royster Lyle, Jr. A paper, "Buggs Islend Field Trips", by Iggleston
(The Raven, XXIII, 3eptember-October, 1952, pp.89-90) described & trip by
Iprleston and Lyle to the Clarksville area on September 6, 1952, and another by
Iggleston and lMeMann on October 4, They reported many herons on September B:
'merican Zgrets, Great Blues, Little Blues, Green Herons, and three Snowy
igrets; and on October 4 a Yellow-crowned Night Heron, a Double-crested Cormorant,
a Red-backed Sandpiper, and three Bald lZagles. On a later trip, on December 7,
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1952, Iggleston found three Vhistling Swans (The Raven, XXIV, Septerber-October,
1953, D.72).

On July 7 end 8, 1955, I drove across the John He. Kerr Dam, getting
a view of the lower end of the lake but having no time to stop for birding.
On September 12, 1955, I visited the Clarksville region and Occoneechee Park,
spending several hours and coming to the water at almost every possible point.
Nothing of any great interest was encountered. To my great surprise, not a
heron was seen, althoush Eggleston and Lyle found them in zood numbers on a
similar date, I did see at one mud flat many tracks of what was probably a
Creat Blue Heron. It was rather late for shorebirds so far inland, but I found
a few. Killdeer were present, of course, One Semipalmated Flover flew over
while I was on the railroad bridge at Clarksville. At a mud Tlat on Route 15,
south of Clarksville, one I'ectoral Sandpiper and 7 Least Sandpipers were seen;
and the wide mud expanse was dotted with the tracks of small sandpipers which
had been there recently. No other water birds were noted.

Many of the land birds to be expected in that part of the State were
found, but only two of particular interest. In the field between the lske and
Route 58, east of the junction with Route 15, a Horned Lark flew over whistling.
/nd south of the lake and east of Route 15, in a piece of Virginia completely
shut off by water from the rest of the State, I came across a family party of
three Blue Grosbesks,

Ixcept for observing the usual Southside Virginia birds, the time for
bird study at Busrs Island Reservoir is from fall to spring. In late summer,
fall end sprinz, there will probably be good flights of shorebirds when mud
flats are exposed. The section south of Clarksville, where Route 15 crosses
en orm of the lake, seems to be the best spot. In fall there should be con-
centrations of herons. But winter is the best time. As the shallow coves
develop water plants and the deeper waters have more aquatic animal life, there
should be large flocks of ducks and geese, and in lesser numbers grebes, loons,
cormorents, swans, coots, and ;ulls, Certainly some of the species rare in
Virginia should visit the lake from time to time.

It is to be hoped that more of our V.S.0. groups will visit the lake;
and particularly that some group will take a Christmas Count around Qcconeechee
Parko

-= 6 White Street
Iexington, Virginia

=m0 00 = e
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THZ 1955 EASTERN SHORE TRIP

By Robert J. Watson

By land and sea, thirty-seven members and guests of the Virginia
Society of Ornithology converged upon Wachapreague, Virginia, for the VS0's
ennual Bastern Shore foray, held on the week-end of August 27-28, 1955. Though
the trip did not begin until the morning of Saturday, ‘fugust 27, most of the
participants arrived the evening before in order to start the trip off rizht
vith & sumptuous dinner at the Jachapreague Hotel, and the seaborne contingent
got things off to a flying stert by bagging a Parasitic Jaeger from the decks
of the Kiptopeke Ferry on Friday evening.

The foray officially got underway on Saturday morning from the hotel.
Trip leader C.C. Steirly had arranged for two boats to traunsport the crowd to
Parramore Island, the first objective. A boat ride of some ten minutes'
duration carried the party through channels bordered by wide, grassy marshes,
the foraging grounds of Snowy ugrets and of Louisiana end Great Blue Herons,
with occasional stretches of open mudflats where Hudsonian Curlews, Oyster-
catchers, and Willets could be observed. A Double-crested Cormorant swimming
in the water, and several Black Skimmers cruising near the boat, further en-
livened the ride.

On reaching Parremore Island, the group split up into smaller parties
for thorough coverage of the several types of habitat on the island. The
brackish marshes cround the Coast Guard station, where the boats landed, were
inhebited by Boat-tailed Grackles and Song Sparrows, with a few early Swamp
Sparrows. The wooded interior of the island presented another type of hsabitat,
but a careful survey of this ecological niche was severely discouraged by
teeming hordes of bloodthirsty mosquitoes., A hasty safari through the edge of
the woods brought the travelers to the safety of the wind-swept beaches on the
seaward side of the island, where seeabirds and shorebirds could be studied at
leisure. Numerous pgulls were observed drifting down from the north; most of
these proved to be Lauching ond Herring Gulls, though there were also several
Great Black-backed Gulls. Shorebirds did not oceur in great abundance, but the
usual Sanderlings were accompenied by unusually large numbers of Piping Plovers,
as well as by Semipalmated and Black-bellied Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones, Oyster-
catchers, and "illets. Terns included the Common, Forster'!s, and Royal.
/nother interesting featurc was the large number of Bobolinks whiech were seen
flying overhead throughout the day, not only from the island, but on the main-
land as well. Most of these were flying north, suggesting the presence of a
large roost somevhere in that direction.

While on Perramore Island, the interests of the group were momentarily
diverted to paleontology when lirs. W.A. Wachenfeld, of Orange, NeJ., attending
her third VSO function, spied a strange-looking object on the beach, On
examination, thia proved to be a fossil mammalian skull, with a large tusk
attached. Trip leader Steirly's tentative identification of the skull as that
of a walrus (Odobenus rosmarus) from the Pleistocene was later fully confirmed
by Dr. Charles 0. Handley, Jr., of the U.S. National lMuseum. The specimen now
reposes in the Museum, with the VS0 listed as the official donor.
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Returning to the two vessels, the group partook of a lunch provided
by the hotel, and then cast anchor for nearby Cedar Island, & smaller islet
of smooth sand and grassy scrub growth, Although relatively few birds were
found here, careful observation added the Western and Semipalmated Sandplpers
to the day's list. A short swim in the warm water around the island, indulged
in by those members of the party who had thoughtfully provided themselves with
bathing suits, completed the day's activities, after which the boats returned
to the mainlend. In the evenins, the spacious veranda of the hotel provided
a vantage point from which to cnjoy a view of the swallows, herons, gulls, terns,
and other birds driftins above the wide stretches of grassy marsh along the
watert's edge,

On Sunday morning, August 28, the group split into two parties. One
party, led by Steirly and Fred Scott, headed southward for a careful survey of
the land birds of the resion around Kiptopeke. A small flicht of migrating
havks, including one Duck Hewk, was the highlight of this part of the trip.

The other party travelled northward to Chincoteague, where they searched,
without success, for the Cattle Lgrets known to be spending the summer on the
island. Conversations with seversl residents of the island showed that at least
some of the people living there, doubtless from previous visits by ornithologists,
have learned to distinguish these birds from Snowy ogrets, or "3coggins", as

the latter are termed. Although the informents were able to supply considerable
information about the habits and movements of the Cattle Zgrets, all efforts to
find them Wwere in vain. Some consolation was provided by the finding of a pair
of Stilt Sandpipers on the island. Noteworthy also was the abundance of birds
in the marshes along the causeway leading to Chincoteasue, especially the
Red=tailed Hewk seen skimming over the grass, and the large flock of owver 200
herons (mostly Snowy Egrets).

This short summary of the 1955 Eastern Shore foray should meke it
clear that the trip did not result in any particularly interesting records, or
i1l in any significant gaps in the ornithological knowledze of the state.
Nevertheless,. the opportunity (velued et least by the inland members of the
Society) to observe the bird life of the coast, together with the fine weather,
the bountiful meals at the hotel, the pleasant location of the town of "acha-
preague, and the friendly atmosphere typicel of any VS0 gathering, combined to
leave a very agreeable impression on those who participated. All agreed that
the foray was a success, and that 'achapreague might well be a desirable
location for next year's ZTastern Shore trip.

== Arlington, Virginia

===000=-=~
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MISCELLANEOUS ALBEMARLE COUNTY NOTES

By Charles E. Stevens

Langhorne's Pond - A New locale for Migratory Waterfowl. A 20-acre
pond built in the summer of 1953 near Scottsville has become the best water-
fowl and shorebird spot in the county. Now it surpasses 25-acre Henley's
Lake near Crozet which used to reign supreme hereabouts in volume and variety of
ducks. Since the summer of 1954 Langhorne's Pond has produced seven species
new to the county (La, Heron, Golden Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling,
Dowitcher, Red-backed Sandpiper, and Least Tern) where new birds come slow and
hard after 12 years of fairly regular bird observations,

The reason this new pond is so fertile is that it is entirely sur-
rounded by open farmland., In August as the water level drops due to the
lessened rainfall wide mudflats are exposed around the pond's edge. Here
shorebirds are found in larce numbers.

June is the only month in which business is not good, and then a few
vagrant birds may be around, such as June 25, 1955, when a Pied-billed Grebe,
a male Redhead duck, and a "hite-rumped Sandpiper were present.

The days following hurricanes Connie and Diane in 1955 were exceptional
at Lenghorne's. On August 13 two least Terns were seen; on August 16 a
prodigious flock of 66 Lesser Yellow=-legs; and on August 18, 3 Black Terns,
2 Sanderlings, 4 Black~becllied Plovers, 2 Ruddy Turnstones, 40 Pectoral Sang-
pipers, 1 Dowitcher, and a Louisiana Heron which had been around for asbout a
month. September 3 was also good with 19 Black Terns, 2 Sharp-tailed Sparrows,
and 3 Soras.

Through the winter of 1954-55 there was a flock of about 200 ducks of
several species, but mostly Mallards, present on the pond.

In comparison to Langhorne's Albemarle County has a double reservoir
of 35 and 20 acres in the Ragged Mis., S0-acre Albemarle Lake, and the 44-acre
lMoorman's River Reservoir in the Blue Ridge, all of vhich produce relatively
few ducks. All of these bodies of water are completely or partly surrounded
by woods.

Acadian Flycatcher in Pines. It seems that here the commonest nester
in the dry youn: scrub pine and scrub-shortleaf pine stands is the Acedian
Flycatcher, which one ordinarily associates with shady moist glens and other
demp leafy places. However, in the type of natural reforestation of old fields
where solid growths of pine occur the commonest nester is the Prairie Warbler
until the trees cet about fifteen feet high, or at least attain enough height
to have some openings underneath. With the appsarance of these openings the
fcadian takes over and for a vwhile is about the only inhabitant of these
places. As the trees get bipgger and deciduous types apnear other birds,
particularly the FPine 7arbler, make their appearance as breeders.
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A pinewoods near Proffit, of which a winter bird population study has
been written up in Audubon Iield Notes and The Raven in past years, is still
relatively younge. A census on June 26, 1954, of singing meles in this 45-acre
tract showed the Acadian Flycatcher outnumbering the Pine Varbler 9 birds to 7.
The Oven~bird was third with 5 singing individuals.

Parula Warbler Nests, In his article on the Parula arbler near
Leesburg, Va., in the July-‘ugust 1954 Raven, John V, Dennis describes a nest
of this bird in a scrub pine. The only two nests I ever found were discovered
on the same day, May 18, 1948, on & bank of the South Fork of the Rivanna River
near Charlottesville., One nest was located two feet up in a small willow near
the water's edge and contained four eggs., It was situated in a tangle of
rootlets and stems left in the tree by high water. The other nest, which I
collected, was one of the previous vear, and was also located in & elump of
rootlets and tendrils hanging five feet up in another willow. The nests were
about 200 feet apart, The imuediate nest in each case was composed of grasses,
tiny stems, cocoons, and traces of an unidentified moss.

Parulas are fairly common in the lower hollows of the Blue didge
near here where hemlocks and sycamores occur., I feel fairly certain that many
of them nest in the hemlocks, but I have yet to find a nest in these places.

== Charlottesville, Virginia
===000m= ==

JAEGER IN CHESAPEAKE BAY

By Charlotte M. Hoover

- My husband and I have just returned from a boat trip to TMorida,
having left from Annapolis, leryland, We thought perhaps the readers of The
Raven might be interested in our record of a jaeger in the Chesapeake Bay,
midway between the town of Cape Charles and New Point, on October 11%h.

I was throwing bread to en immature laughing gull vhich was following
the boat, when suddenly the r~ull was attacked by a dark bird of about the same
size or & trifle larger. The two darted back and forth several times with the
jaecer being very persistent. The gull finally flew off, and the jaeger flew
alon~side the boat for several minutes. He paid no ettention to the bread we
threw out, and disappeared as suddenly es he had come,

The bird was close enouch so that we could note the thinner, shorter
bill. It was a completely dark bird except for some lightness in the wings;
the underparts were somewhat lighter than above. It lodked exactly like
Peterson's drawing of a dark phase Parasitiec Jaeger, although it lacked the
longer tail feathers, The only bird it could have been confused with is a
Sooty Shearwater, and we feel ws know that bird quite well, having seen a
spectacular flight of shearwaters on the California coast. After considering
the size, coloration, and the bill, we concluded that it was probably a
Parasitice :
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Last year we made the same trip, only we left on Thanksgiving Day, and
from Washington, D.C. instead. This year we were surprised to note the differecnce
in the numbers of birds observed. Last year we began to see Gannets near
llomini Bay in the Potomec and noted them all the way down. This trip we didn't
sec a single one, Furthermore, there were absolutely no ducks or geese on the
Bay, as compered with great numbers of all kinds recorded last year. The warn
fall weather evidently hed some effect on the migration, as some birds should
have been dovn by the 10th of October. Iven gulls were scarce.

We noted an amusing incident - two Wood Ducks swimming blithely along
among the battleships on the Elizabeth River at Noriolk!

-= 2409 Arlington Boulevard
Arlington 1, Virginia

=m0 Qe
NOTES AND NEWS

Bird Sanctuaries. A group of clubwomen in Chase City, under the
leadership of lrs. HeHs Braxton, have started a movement to heve their tom
declared a Bird Sanctuary. They have been before the Town Council with their
request; and are going back to the Council on December 12, when their request
will be considered. North Carolina has many town znd city bird sanctuaries,
but there are few in Virginia. Should not the V.S.0, start similar moves in
other communities? There is a State law protectins all songbirds, but in
many communitlies the officials pay little attention to enforcing the law,

The advantage of meking a town a sanctuary by order of the town council is
that it puts the obligation of enforcement on the shoulders of the police
force; and gives citizens a chance to register their complaints when they see
birds molested.

Hawk Flight. The only migration hawk counts that have come to the
editor are two made by Max Carpenter on High Knob, in the Shenandoah lMountains,
on the line between Rockinghem County, Virginia, and Pendleton County, Test
Virginie, at an elevation of 4107 feet. On September 18, 1955, he counted
4 Sharp-shins, 3 Red-teils, 1 Red~-shoulder, 184 Broad=wings, 1 Osprey, 11
unidentified Buteos, Three Ravens came close to the tower. On September 25
he counted 2 Cooper's Hawks, 1 Red-shoulder, 47 Broad-wings, and 5 unidentified
hawks. Four Ravens were seen throughout the day,

New Book on Birds of Prey. Twenty years aco the National Audubon
Society published The Hawks of llorth America, by John B, May, with a colored
plate for every species. That book, which sold at a dollar, 1s now guoted at
ten dollars in second~hand dealers' catalogues, Now the book has been revised
and enlarged including owls as well as hawks, and has been issued under the
title, North American Birds of Prey. The author is the well known writer and
lecturer for the National Audubon Society, Alexander Sprunt, Jr. The book
has 46 color plates. It is for sale at $900 by the National Audubon Society,
1130 Fifth #venue, New York 28, N.Y,
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The Christmas Bird Count. Dates: December 24 - January 2. Reports
must be made on the form supplied by Audubon Field Notes., If none are sent to
you, request them from Audubon Field Notes, 1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, Ne7.
The compiler of the report is now required to send in with the report 50¢ for
each person whose name appears on the report. This is to defray the heavy
printing costs. The general rules, as in previous years, must be followed,
both in reports sent to New York and in those sent to The Reven, except that
no fee is to be sent to The Raven.

Look fhead w—w=

1956 Annual Meeting - April 27 and 28 - Roanoke

1956 Foray (Blue Ridge lMountains) - June 15=17 (tentative)
il O i

CONSERVATION BRIEFS

These notes are abbreviated from material in Conservetion MNews,
monthly bulletin of the Netional 7ildlife Federation.,

A controversy has arisen between the Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of “Jar over the proposal to transfer 10,700 acres of the Wichita
lountain 'ildlife Refuge to the army for the extension of Fort Sill. Congress
has authorized the expansion of Fort Sill, but without specifically esuthorizing
the taking of land from the Hefuge. So far Secretary Douglas leKay of the
Department of the Interior has successfully resisted the transfer of ildlife
lands. Charles Callison, Conservation Director of the National '/ildlife
Federation has stated that the land under discussion is some of the best wildlife

habitat in the whole area,

The Florida Key Deer have a chance for better protection. Secretary
MeKay has roved a public-land order withdrawing 71 acres of public land in
Monroe offigfda, as an addition to the National Key Deer Refuge. The Key Deer,
smallest of all /merican deer and only about the size of a collie dog when full
grovn, is in great danger of extinction, with a present population of only
about 112 animals, It suffers from pot-hunting at night, from automobiles on
the highway it must cross at times, from the destruction of its hebitat by fire.
Unless the habitat is saved and persecution ended, and unless the present herd
can be built up to &t least 200 animals, there is little chance for this
attractive animal to survive.

Another danger to the Whooping Crane has been removed. The Btrategic
Ar Command hes given up its plan to establish a photoflash bombing range near
the southern boundary of the Arsnsas Refuge, Conservation forces feared that
such operations would be the final blow to these Tine birds, already under
such tremendous handicapse

Conservation Fellowships, The National Wildlife Federation will offer
next year several $1,000 followships to outstanding graduate students in con-
servation education. Application forms may be secured by writing to Irnest F,
Swift, Ixecutive Director, 2%2 Carroll Street, N.V., Washington 12, D.C,




Pare 121

T RAVEN

October-Noverber, 1955

Wildlife Research Units,

operative Wildlife Researc!: Units marked its twentieth anniversary.

This year the nation-wide chain of Co-

Since their

inception in 1935 these units, such as the one in Virginia at V.P.I,, have
provided a much needed supply of trained men for wildlife conservation work.
Over 2,000 wildlife students have graduated from these units.

Adams, Mrs. H.E,

Barnes, Dr. Irston R
Biggs, Joseph D.

Blick, Mrs. J.E.
Braxton, lirs. HeHe
Breneiser, Eliot
Chisholm, Mrs. W.G.
Claiborne, Mrs. FeTs
Davies, Mrs. AsBe, JTe
Disney, Barrett

Frazier, Mrs. Harry, Jr.
Garber, lMrs. Hels
Garvin, C.Ce.

Giles, R.H., Jr.

Gill, Mrs, Zverett, Jr.
Hacker, Cs'e

Halle, LeJ.

Hassel, Miss Pegcy
Hubbell, Adem (J)
Ireson, Miss Blanche
Johnson, lilss fracnes X.
Lees, Miss Gertrude
LeHew, Dr. Allen

Les].ie' J.J-.o’ Jre.

Linn, Mrs. Wedse

llarks, Mrs. Hel.

MeCoy, Miss Elizebeth P.
liorton, Miss Gladys ..
Iulvenity, Mrs. Zdward
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NEW MEMBERS IN 1955

Box 56

Box 202, Benj.Franklin Sta.
¢/o L.G. Laybourne, Rt. 1
12 Greenbrier Rd.

138 Walker St.

1130 Bolling Ave,

King St.

B08 Tyler Ste

741 Clifton St.

5402 New Kent Rd.
Westview Rd.

4024 Augusta Ave,

614 Powhattan Pl., N.'.
Box 3726 TVPI

47 Towana Rd,

21€ Chesterfield Rd.
1115 Hill Top Rd.

6712 Kensington Ave.
435 South Lee St.

721 Tazewell Ave,

5403 Lekeside Dr,

Covington, Vae
Washington, D.C.
Manassas, Va.
Portsmouth, Va,
Chase City, Va.
Worfolk 8, Va,
Leesburg, Va.
Villiamsburg, Va,
Clifton Forge, Va,.
Richmond 25, Va.
Charlottesville, Va,
Richmond, Va.
Washington 11, D.C.
Blacksburg, Va.
Richmond, Va,
Hampton, Va.
Charlottesville, Va.
Richmond, Va,
Mexandria, Va.
Bluefield, Va.
Virginia Beach, Va,

800 3. 'ashincton St.,Apt.309-C, Alexandria, Va.

76 Alleghany

5405 Rolfe Ave,
P.0. Box 53

720 . Franklin St,.
Box 123

Rt. 10, Box 309
RFD 3

Pendleton, lMrs. Littleton F. 400 Douglas St.

Rawson, Dr. Arnold J.
Rawson, Mrs. Mirjem K.
Revelay, Miss Nancy
Rudd, Mrs. Hugh R.
Talbott, Mrs. Frink G.
Treichel, George W.
Turrentine, F.R.
Walker, Ross H,

Wall, Mrs. Herbert G.
Webb, Irs. Sarah R,
Witt, Miss Betty F.
Beasley, Miss Evelyn A.

7423 Chipping Rd,
7423 Chipping Rd.
3504 Carolina Avek
4315 Fauguier Ave,.
327 Pear Ave,

HQ Co. USA G-2, Fort Myer
110 Union St

P.0. Box 1758

North Shore Point
20 West Avenue

Rte. 10, Box 309

209 N« Jefferson Ste.

Clifton Forge, Vae
Norfolk B8, Va,
Clifbon Forge, Va,
Richmond 26, Va.
Monterey, Vae
Richmond, Va.
Vilnehester, Va.
Clifton Forge, Vae
Norfolk, Va,
Norfolk, Va,
Richmond 22, Va.
Richmond, Vas
Newport News, Va,
Arlington, Va.
Schenectady 5, N.Y.
Hichmond 14, Va.
Norfolk 5, Va,
Wiellsboro, Pa,.
Richmond, Va.
Petersburg, Va.
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VIRGINIA SEASON REPORTS
WINTER, 1953«1954 -« FALL, 1954

By F. Re Scott

THE 1953-1954 WINTTR STASON

The winter was mainly above normal in temperature and very closc to
normal in precipitation, thou-h there was little snow. That snow did fall,
hovever, stayed on the ground a relatively lone time as a result of concurrent
colé spells,

The only winter bird-population studies in Virginia were two done
by Zdwin Willis near Blacksburg. These are reported in Audubon Field Notes
for June 1954,

Herons and Egrctse. The Hopewell Christmas Count recorded 77 Great
Blues on January 3 end included a single flock of 47 seen by C.E. Stevens, Jre
The same observer found 2 American sgrets on this same count, the first winter
record this far inland. One of these birds was later recorded by Je.L. Delime
on January 13. John H. Grey Tound 2 American Lerets at Jamestown on February 7.
s in past years, winterinc individuals were seen at Assateacue and Back Bay.
For the third consecutive vear a Snowy Zgret wintered at Hampton at least into
January (fide JHG). According to a locel farmer 2 Cattle :grets appeared with
his cattle on Piney Island, Chincoteague, about Christmas time, but they were
not observed by a qualified observer until late sprins (fide 3.0. Mellinger).
/n American Bittern at ..lexandria on January 2 is one of the few inland winter
records {I.R. Barnes and others).

Swans, Geese, Duckse A flock of 175 'histling Swans appezred on
hssateague Island in late November. Numbers dwindled and the last individuals
left in early January (Z0M)e. Two appeared at Hogz Island, Surry County, on
December 8 (Je.Z« Bryant), and another was found at Surrv on December 3 and from
December 29 to Janusry 25 (C.C. Steirly). Peul 3vkes and Billie Efird saw 100
Brant at Lynnhaven Inlet on February 28, an unuswl record for Chesapeake Bay.
Blue Geese were about normal this year: up to 12 wintered at Back Bay, 1 to 5
ot Fresquile and Curles leck, end & single adult was observed on the Hog
Island count Jsnuary l. The Lesser Snow Geese reported nreviously at Lexin~=
ton dwindled to 2 and werec last seen on December 16 (J.J. Murray).

7inter Blue=win~ed Teal were noted on both the Chincotearue and
Hor Islend Christmas counts. A single Furopean 'idreon was found January 3 on
Assateague where one had becn seen several times in November (I70M)., The first
February record of the Baldpate at Lexington occurred on the 9th with 4 birds
(7. Womeldorf). Assatea-ue produced a number of rood maximum counts of ducks
on December 27 includin:, 250 Baldpates and 735 Shovellers, the latter
epparently a record count for the state (IOM and others). The ‘lood Duck seems
to be moving into Curles Neck and Fresquile as a winter resident in some
numbers, or at least so it appears. The DelLimes estimated a wintering
population of 75 in the area., There were two interesting hich counts of ruddy
Ducks: 5000 on the Back Bay Christmas count on December 26, and 10,000 on the
Brooke, Stafford County, count on the 27th.
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Hawkse. F./s Behrend found en immature Golden acrle on lit. Rogers
on December 27. There were three reports of Rough-legged Hawks: a dark-phase
individual near Charlottesville.on December 27 (K.L. Lawless), 2 near Yorktewn
Jenuary 2 (F.R. Scott), and one on the Fort Belvoir count.on January 3. This.
last group also reported an Osprey the same day (P.A. Dumont and others).

Marsh and Shore Birds. The Sora, & bird not normelly expected here
in winter, was recorded on two state Christmas counts. Bruce l'cCartney had
10 on Jenuery 1 on & small marsh just off the York River at Norge, and I.R.
Barnes and others found 4 at Alexandria on January 2. A Ringed FPlover wes
carefully observed at Hunting Creek, Alexandria, on December 26 (R. Hough, Sr.
and Jr.), apparently a first vwinter record for the state away from the coastal
arec, Hunting Creck also produced a number of other winter shorebird records,
ineludins up to 3 Lesser Yellow-legs all winter; a lame Fectoral Sandpiper
from October 30 to January 3 (J.M. Abbott); 3 Least Sandpipers on Jenuary 16;
6 Red=backs on December 153; up to 11 Semipalmated Sandpipers into February
(Ji°4); end one estern 3andpiper on Januery 3l. Tlsewhere, a Lesser Yellow~legs
at Presouile on January 4 was the first winter record for the Richmond area
(r, end Irs, JLD); 15 Purple Sandpipers were seen on the Little Creeck jetties
on February 27 (PS, BI}; and one 3emipalmated Sendpiper was reported at
Grandview, Hampton, December 2¢ (JHG).

Gulls and Terns. Four Laughing Gulls were reported at Alexandria on
December 13 and snother there on the 16th. An excellent winter count of
Forster's Terns was 104 counted from the Chesapeake Bay ferry on December 26
(A+Se Messenger., FRS)., Liost of them seemed to be flyin: southward. A4 few
Common Terns remained into the winter, with 8 being reported on the Back Bay
count on December 2¢ (lirs. Floy Burford and others); a few others were seen in
the Cape Henry Regiun by "«'s lountrey. Grey noted a very late Royal Tern at
Grandview on Decembzi 26,

Owls uc Urens, A Creat Horned Owl nested at Dyke in January (details
lacking - At : Naturalist, 9: 257, 1954]. The only Saw=whet Owl reported
was one at -8y 3 Tailary 1 (BM)s. Red-headed livodpeckers were rather common at
Lexington wish 8 high count of 10 on December 28 (JJM). Good counts were also
reported frcm krtole and Blacksburge The Fish Crow seems to be inereasing in
vinter at lexingion with small flocks ©f up %0 5 birds being found now (JJM).
0ddly, althcuza it is a common wiater recident on the coast, Scott has not
found it in winter in the Richmond Area since 1944, A spectacular concentra=-
tion of 91 ReG-breasted Nuthatches wgs found on the Mt. Rogers count on
December 27 (FWB, D.A. Patterson, S.M. Russell, A.R. Shields), though very few
were roported in eastern Virginia, On December 27 R.S. Cannon, Jr., saw a
Bewick's '/ron at Marlborou~h Foint, Stafford County, vhere one had bcen seen
November 11 and 29 by T.T. licKnizht, Te.B. Nolan, and ',"’. Rubey. The trend to
winterin~ Lons~billed l'arsh “rens continues with an amazing count of 48 at
Alexandria on January 2 (IRB and others).

Gnatcatchers to Fringillids, E.Ts McKnicht saw a Blue-gray Gnat-
cateher on Decerber 13 at the mouth of Aquia Creek, Stafford County. Orance-
crovned "arblers were reported at ''ashineton's Birthplece, liestmoreland
County, on Februery 28 (P.G. Dulont and others), at /ssatearue on December 27
(451), and several times around Norfolk in December and January (7FR).

There were three Decerber records of sincle Baltimore Orioles: at several
feedins stations in Arlincton (fide A.H. Fast), Williemsburg (Geraldine
Claiborne, JHG), and .arviek (. .F. Smith). Bruce licCartney found a Dickcissel
at Norge on January 1 and several days before. On the December 27 M. Rogers
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count 200 Pine Siskins were counted, as well as 2 Red Crossbills (S.lis Russell
and others). Few Siskins and no Crossbills were reported from Virginia east
of the mountains. Lincoln's Sparrows at Norfolk on February 14 and 29 are

the first Virginia record east of Richmond and the first winter record

(Re Peake, WFR). There were excellent flocks of Snow Buntings on coastal
Virginia with flocks up to 50 birds. Most records were from the Back Bay area,
but Grey found 50 at Grandview, Hampton, on December 26,

THIL 1954 SPRING MIGRATION

The weather was generally warm until early l'ay when it abruptly
turned cool for the rest of the month., Rainfall vas normal or above. The
veather picture does not explcin the odd sprinec migration, which can best be
described as mixed up. Most micrants were apparently later than normal in
arrivin~, though there were plenty of abnormally early dates also. Some
mountain observers reported & lack of some misrants, particularly warblers.

Pelagic Birds. C... Stevens found a flock of 13 Common Loons near
Charlottesville on April 17. On Chesepsake Bay F.R, Scott counted over 1,000
Gannets moving south off the town of Cape Charles on April 2. The movements
of these birds on the Bay is still imperfectly knovm.

Herons and Ibises. A Cattle Igret was reported from Piney Island,
ad jacent to Chincotearue, on lay 19 (Z.,0. Mellinger) and 2 there on lizy 30
(FRS)e« Glossy Ibises were found twice, 5 on Assateague Island May 9 ( i0M)
and 6 just west of Cedar Island May 30 (FRS).

Geese and Ducks. Two small flocks of Snow Geese remained at Back
Bay until at least May 8, by far the latest date for the area (F.C. Richardson,
P. Sykes, ..F. Dountrey). American Brant remained at Chincoteague until
May 12 (0M)e Edwin 1illis found 7 lMallard nests at Blacksburg, one of which
7as in the croteh of a white oak 45 feet up. None of these nesting attempts
were successful, however, all being destroyed before full clutches were laid,
Don Kunkel and others saw a male Iuropean Teal at Dyke and Alexandria several
times between ilarch 30 and .ipril 10. A pair of ‘jood Ducks flying over Cheriton
on April 30 appears to be the first breeding-season record for the .astern
Shore of Virginie (FRS); lack of natural fresh water is probably the principal
reason this bird does not occur here in the numbers one expects west of
Chesapeake Baye.

Marsh Birds. John Terborzh reported a Black Rail in Northumberland
County on April 17. A Florida Gallinule at Henley's Lake, near Charlottesville,
vas unusual (C73).

Shorebirds. Undoubtedly one of the most interesting aspects of the

sprins mirration was the concentration of shorebirds that occurred on the

tud flats of Hunting Creelk, on the southern edre of Alexandria (J.M. Abbott

end others). Reports included 50 Rinced Plovers on lav 15, 50 to 70 Lesser
Yellow~legs between April 5 and 19, a maximum of 122 Pectoral Sandpipers on
April 3, 30 .hite-rumped 3-ndpipers on liay 15, and a Baird's Sandpiper on

I'ay 15 and 16. Three 3olitary Sandpipers here on larch 27 were very carly.

Lt Seaford, York County, & Hudsonian Curlew on llay 8 was unusual (R.J. Beasley).
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At Lexington Murray had a number of interesting shorebird records including
25 Ringed Plovers on May 20, a Ruddy Turnstone on lay 20 (second record for
area), a "hite-rumped and a Red-backed Sandpiper on lMay 21, and 2 Iastern
Dowitchers on May 20 (first record for area).

Jaeger, Gulls, Terns, An adult Parasitic Jaeger was seen from the
Chesapeake Bay ferry on May 2 by L.L, Mpackensie, Clement Cobb, and Richard
Harrison. Jack Perkins reported a bird believed to be an Iceland Gull at
Sandbridre, near Back Bay, on April 21 and 26. Ring=~billed Gulls were found
at Lexincton several times during the spring, the latest date being June 6
(T« "omeldorf)., The maximum count of Bonaparte's Culls at Belle Haven,
Feirfax County, was 1,000 on ‘ipril 5, A Gull~billed Tern at Newport News on
lay 9 is one of the few records away from the ocean beaches and marshes (RIB),

Swifts to Jrens. J.H, Grey noted a very early Chimney Swift at
"illiamsburg on liarch 27, whil: on the same date Beasley found an -astern
Kinsbird in the nearby Chickahominy area., An adult Horned Lark was feeding
young out of the nest at Norfolk on May 22 (FCR, PS, FR), On Assateacue
Island 2 Tree Swallow nests contained 5 eggs and 1 egy, on Liay 1 (FRS). A
Bewick's .ren was seen on April 3 at Alexandria where there have been several
recent records (A.\i. Viner). ;

Warblers, Paul G. Duliont and others found 2 ./orme-eating .arblers
at Cape Charles on April 19. There are relatively few coastal records of
this smecies, An early Golden~winged Warbler was seen at Falls Church April
21 (J. Zike), One of the most noteworthy records of recent years was the
appearance of a singing male Bachman's Varbler ow liay 8 at Lebanon, Dr, Paul
Bartsch's home at Lorton, Fairfax County. The bird established territory,
but no female appeared, and it was last seen June 1 (Harriet 3utton and many
others). A locelly rare record was a male Black-throated Blue /arbler on
Assateague Island on May 20 (IOM)e. Richard Peake found a very early Prairie
‘Jarbler near Norfolk on liarch 24,

Blackbirds to Sparrows. A colony of 22 Boat-tailed Gracikle nests
near the Chincotearue Causeway had both eggs and young on April 30, E, Knudson
found a sincing male Scarlet Tanager in breeding plumage at Arlinston on the
amazing. date of March 8., A small group of Henslow's Sparrows was found be-
tween Strasburg and Front R0yal on April 26 (Max Carpenter), Note that this
is in the Valley. A Lincoln's Sparrow was seen in Norfolk County several
times up to April 24, with 2 birds on April 3 (RP), :

THE 1954 SUMMER STASON

Hot and dry is the best description of tke weather, which broke
meteorolo-ical records all over the state and which did nothines to improve
the generally low water levels,

Apparently there were no breedingebird censuses in Virsinia this
year.,

It is unfortunate that there is not a better coverage of the Virginia
mountainous areas. liany observers in the Appalachian Re;ion reported sharply
reduced numbers of some breeding land birds, particularly warblers, but there
was no mention of this from the gketehy Virginia reports., Appropriate at
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this time, I believe, is a quotation from the October 1954 Audubon Field Notes,
poge 347, by Val Nolan, Jrs.: "It is & strange paradox that most peoplets
interest in observing birds waxes and wanes in inverse correlation with the
variety of activity that there is to observe. Thus those vho seek simply to
glimpse and list a species during migration are many; those who study some
aspect of i1ts life during the nesting period, few, Until far more observers
become as interested in birds as animals, to use James Fishert's phrase, as
they are in birds as hardly animate items to add to a yearly tally shect
(like stamps to a collection annually dispersed and reassembled), it will be
impossible to write with anv confidence of the nesting season in general,
Seattered students are doins excellent summer work ... but mony others mirht
well ask themselves whether they are not neglecting a very satisfying field of
investication and one in which the amateur can meke probably his most sisnifi-
cant contribution to ornitholosy."

Pelagic Birds, There were several summer records of Pied-billed
Crebes, Max Carpenter found one near Taynesboro June 27 to July 7, the
first breedinr-season record for the Valley. C,>. Stcvens saw one at a new
pond ncar Scottsville, Albemarle County, on July 8., At Assateapue Island,
this species was found nestin~ for the second vear, On liay 29 3 nests were
found, one with the rather large number of 8 eggs (F.R. Scott)., Bruce
l'cCartney, stationed on the Li-htship .inter Quarter 20 miles due east of
Chincotearue, reported the Cory's Shearwater as common from June 10 through
the sunmer.,

Egrets. Carpenter saw an American .gret at Dayton, ‘ockingham County,
on June 21« The Cattle _grets at Finey Island, Chincotearue, increased to 4
on June 11 =and 7 on August 1 (2.0, liellinger and others).

Duckse For the first time there were reasonably satisfactory reports
of nesting waterfowles On Assateague Island, Mellinger counted a total of
7 broods of Black Ducks, do'n from the previous vear beccuse of low water levels,
3cott found 2 nexts here on lay 29, one with 15 eggse .. Mallard brood of
8 youns here on June 6 was the first breedins record ror Chincotearue Refuge
(J0M)« At Hog Island State Refuge, Surry Qounty, llanager John Bryant reported
2 Fellard broods, 2 Black Duck broods, and 4 Blue-winced Teal broods (fide C.C.
Steirly). Ruskin Freer found 8 young iood Ducks leavin; the nest at Lynchburg
on July 15, a late datee.

There were a number of reports of apparently nonbreeding ducks.
These included 2 Gadwalls at Assateague Vay 29 (FR3), a Black, a Scaup, and
a female Ruddy near Scottsville on July 8 (CIS), a pair of Tuddies at Assateacue
i-ay 29, enother pair at Knotts Island May 31 (W.F. lountrey), and a female
Hooded lierganser at Swoope, /‘urusta County, on July 2 (MC).

Coots, Shorebirds. Up to 10 Coots were seen throurh the summer at
Knotts Island ("FR). Paul Sykes found 18 Upland Sandpipers at the Norfolk
airport on Aurust 8, 3even Lzast Sandpipers at Scottsville on July 8 were the
earliest for Albemarle County (C3S), R.R. Kerr and others sav a larbled Codwit
on Chincotearue Refuce on /‘usust 1,

Gulls, Terns. A Crect Black~backed Gull was seen at Lynnhaven Inlet,
near Norfolk, on Ausust 10, a verv early date (PS, 1.H. Peake), GCrey and
Steirly could find only 5 Cull-billed Tern nests on '‘reek Island in mid-July.
Least Terns nested arain at Seaford, York County (R.J. Beasley).
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Cuckoos to Nuthatches. Two Black-billed Cuckoos were seen on Long
Island, Back Bay, on July 17 (CCS and others); this species is very irregular
in southeastern Virginia, J.J. Murray found youngs Great Horned Owls near
Lexington on June 25+ Dre. ond lirs. Murray also reported a Tree Swallow in
western Highland County near route 250 on June 28, ./mnother small Cliff
Swallow colony of 7 nests was discovered at Bustleburg, lockbridge County
(T« tomeldorf). A Red-breasted Nuthatch in the northwestern corner of Highland
County on June 29 is the first summer record for this area in some yecars (JJM).

Vireos, Warblers, Stevens found a pair of Solitary Vircos feeding
vounr in the nest just outside of Charlottesville on June 12, The nest, located
20 feet up in a solid stand of 20=-year-old loblolly pines, was well out of the
mountains and well away from this bird's normal summer range. A similar inci-
dent was reported at Danville recently.

Vembers of the Cape Henry Bird Club watched a Black-throated Green
“‘arbler on its breeding ~round on the Northwest River south of Morfolk on
June 6, a very late date., Locally, the bird breeds in ‘pril and l'ay end then
~romptly disappears, The life history of this population of this species would
be @ hichly interesting study. Norfolk arees members of the V30 have a price-
less opportunity here to contribute substantially to our knowledce of Virginia
birds. :

In a six-hour walk through the low mountains just south of Charlottes-
ville on June 12 Stevens recorded, amonr other things, 127 Red~eyed Vireos,
25 Cerulean '/arblers, 19 scarlet Tanagers, 13 .orm-eating Varblers, and 11
Summer Tanagers. Late migrating warblers included 2 Black~-polls at Charlottes-
ville June 9 (CES) end a Blackburnian at Arlington on June 2,

Bobolinks through Sparrows. There were several strange summer
reports of Bobolinks, probably very early fall and very late spring migrants.
Stevens found a singing male at Orchid, Louisa County, on June 4; C.C. Steirly
and others saw 4 males and 4 females on Long Island, Back Bay, July 17; and
Beasley found 1 male and 5 females at seaford July 25, The V30 foray to
Skyland, Shenandoah National Fark, on June 18 and 19 found 4 Slate-colored
Junco nests, two of which were 6 to 7 feet up in coniferous trees. This bird
is nommally considered a ground-nesting species. Ruskin Freer found a small
colony of Henslow's Sparrovs near Bedford on July l.

THE 1954 FALL MIGRATION

The hot and dry weather of summer continued unabated into September.
Scattered rains beginning in early October broke the drought somewhat, and
both October and November had excess rainfall, The meterolosical highlirht of
the secason was the passace of hurricane Hazel north through central Vircrinia
on October 15, brinsins peak wind gusts of 98 mph at Arlinston, 79 mph at
Richmond, and over 100 mph at Norfolk and over much of the Chesapeake Bay area.
Two earlier hurricanes nossed east of Virginia and affected onlv the coastal
areas with rain 2nd hish tides.

The only really unusual item brought by Hazel was a Yellou~-billed
Tropic Bird picked up alive in Staunton on October 15 by Mary Artis Danner and
later mounted for Charles H. obcrtson, The mounted speeimen was examined by
Je«J. llurrcy, and a photosranh of it appeared in Du Pontts "The Acetate MNews",
Tiaynesboro, Nirginia, on February 2&, 1955,
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Maurice Brooks' remarks on narrow migration routes along mountain
crests should be read - by those interested in bird migration (Audubon Field
Notes, February 1955, page 24). In recent years several Virginia observers
watching fall hawk flights along the Blue Ridge have commented also on the
movements of other birds along a narrow zone near the crest of the ridge.

Crebe, Herons, Ibis. A Horned Grebe near Scottsville, Albemarle
County, on 3eptember 15 was very early (Mrs. A.He Iichie). P.G. Duliont and
others had an excellent count of herons at Chincotea-ue Refuge on August 21,
The count included 200 Great Blue Herons, 200 American Tigrets, 120 Snowy
Srrets, 100 Little Blue Herons, 60 Green Herons, and 70 Black-crowned end
10 Yellow=cromwned Nisht Herons. On Piney Island, just outside of Chincotea-ue,
up to 10 Cattle grets were present all summer, the last record being 7 on
October 9 (7.0. Mellinger). 4 “hite Ibls was seen at Stumpy Lake, near MNorfolk,
on September 21 ond for several days thereafter (7.F. Rountrey and others).

Ducks, Hawks. Unusually early arrivels included a Ring-necked Duck
and a Ruddy at Richmond on 3entember 28 (F,R. Scott) and a Ruddy on the York-
torn Peninsula on September 25 (R.J. Beasley).

The hawk migration was not covered as well as formerly in central
and northern Virginia. In southwest Virginia members of the Tennessee
Ornithologicel Society covered 5 areas, and their reports appesred in
The ldigrant for December 1954. Only counts of Broad-winged Hawks were included,
hovever, and there were no unusual numbers., Zlsewhere, an early Rough-legged
Havk was seen at Presquile, just above Hopewell on the James River, on
October 8 (J«Ls Delime) and 2 others at Fort Custis, Northampton County, on
November 26 (FRS, C.C. Steirly). C.3Z, Stevens found a Peregrine Falcon on
October 9 and a Pigeon Havk Jseptember 25, both near Scottsville,

Bob=white, Marsh Birdse Je.V. Dennis reports that a Bob-white nest
with 8 eggs was found at Leesburg on the very late date of October 11 by
Fierre Parker., Dennis inspected the nest October 1l4. Tvo Black Rails were
flushed from the edge of a morsh at Fort Custis during the high tides
immediately after hurricane Zdna on September 11 (F33, CC3)s A Coot in
definitely immature plumage appeared at Richmond in October, apparently the
result of a local late nesting.

Shorebirdse An excellent fall shorebird migration can be reported
only in part. A new pond near Scottsville yielded a number of interesting
inlcnd records, ineludins; Golden Plovers on September 4 (1), September 15 (2),
Movember 15 (2), and November 20 (1) (Mrs. AHM and CES). 4 floeck of 25
Dowitchers at .'ssatea-ue on liovember 27 may have been the western species
(FRS, CCS)e P.G. Dullont and others saw a Marbled Codwit at Chincotea-uc on
Mu~ust 21, and & flock of 16 was seen here on September 7 by R.R. Kerr,

Je+"s Knudson, and John Terborrhe. Another single bird was reported from Back
Bar on /urust 16 (P. Sykes and others). Two Hudsonion Codwits, even rarer
than the precedin~ species, were seen at Chincoteasué on August 21 (PGD and
others). A Sanderlin- at Curles Neck, near Richmond, on October 2 and 23 was
very unusual (™3), Il'ellin~er had 2 ivocets at Chincoteague on October 2.
T1lson's Thalaropes were reported twice in the state: 2 at Chincoteague on
September 7 (R3K, JIK, JT) ond 1 at Stumpy Lake, near Norfolk, On October 9
(.FR and others).
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Jaegers, Terns. C.C. Steirly, J.H. Grey, and a small party obscrved
an adult Parasitic Jaeger scveral miles off Cobb Island on 3eptember 25,
Joshua ‘omeldorf reported a Ling-billed Gull at Lexington on November 135,
.. Least Tern near 3cottsville on September 15 was the second Albernarle Count:y
record (Mrs. AHM).

Owls to Jays. A Snowy Owl was shot at Bridgewater, Rockingham
County, on November 16 by a lirs. Ruff and was mounted by llax Carpenter. lNonroe
Couper noted a fli~ht of 200 Nighthawks flying north over 'aynesboro on
September 8, apparently lieadin: for Rockfish Gap to cross the Blue Tidre.
A late Huby-throated Iumminrbird was seen at Lexington on Septenmber 20 {T017) .
A "‘estern Kingbird was secn ¢t Yorktown on November 21, ond a ood Fewee was
still feeding younrs out of the nest at Richmond on Septermber 2 (both F3).
Stevens noted a heavy mi-~ration of Blue Jays at Charlottesville and "uantico
in late Septerber and early October.

Chickadees to Mnatecetchers. A great fli-ht of Black-capped
Chickedees entere@ northern Virginia and was first reported by A.He. Fast on
October 20 in Arlington. He "ad banded 9 birds by December 1, Good nurbers
of Ned~-breasted Nuthatches ere reported from many parts of the state,
narticularly Chincoteacue, ‘rlinston area, and Charlottesville. A Blue-pray
Gnotecatcher at Hog Islunc, Surry County, on October 24 was very late (F3, CCS).

Warblerse liany observers reported a good warbler flight. Of
particular interest vas a Brewsterfs jarbler at ‘aynesboro on fugust 27
(Couper) and a Golden-winged ..arbler at Stumpy Lake on October 2 (F.C.
Richardson, /FR and others).

Finches and Sparrows. A few Ivening Grosbealks began to appear in
northern and western Virginia in late fall, the earliest report being 2 at
Arlington on October 15 (RRK). By December 1 they had beer reported from
Rockingham County (HeGellse Jopson, M. Carpenter), and Charlottesville (CES),
Pine Siskins also appeared in a number of localities. Very unusual was a
flock of 16 ‘hite-winged Crossbills at Arlington on Iovember 20 (RRK).
Stevens located a Sharp-tailed Sparrow near 3cottsville on leptember 25,
and a Lark Sparrow was seen near Landstown, Princess .nne County, on
August 28 (WFR and others). On Big Flat Mountain, on the crest of the Blue
Ridge in Albemarle County, Stevens saw a Lapland Longspur on November 7.

=~ Richmond, Virginia

+UDUBON HATK LTAFLET

"neclosed with this issue of 223 Raven is a lsaflet on hawks. At its
October meetin~ tha xecutive Committee authorized the VS0 Conservation Come
mittee to purchase 3,000 of these leaflets as & part of the program of education
that will be necessary ii e ars fto teke steps toward saving our hawks from
nrejudice and persecution.

211 VSO members are urged by the camittec to do what they can in
this campaigne. It is sug.ested that these leaflets be passed on to quarters
where they will do the most good. Those who desire more of them may obtain
additional copies from the writer. /Anyone having sug:estions as to effective
use of these leaflets, or for the more vigorous prosecution of this campaign
in defense of hawks is urzed to communicate with ==

C.Cs Steirly
Yaverly, Virginia
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ALDVANCS CIRCULAR OF INFORMATION

T/ ONTY-SIVINTH ANNUAL ME_TING

THE VIRGINIA SOCILTY OF ORNITHOLOGY

The Virginia Socie ty of Ornithology will meet in Salem, Virginia,
“pril 27-28, 1956. Headquarters will be at Roanoke College, Salem, where all
meetines will be heldy beginning with a business meeting of the Society,
Jricey, April 27, st 10:00 cem, On Saturday, April 28, there will be a field
t2ip, ending vith lunch =t approximately 1:00 p.m,

0 o8 e . e

£11 members are urced to participate in the program. To 2id the
Committee in preparation of the program, titles of napers to be presented ghould
be sent to Dr. John Grey, Choirman of Program Committec, Box 445, fdlliemsburg,
Ve Complete information should reach him not later than /pril 4th, ineluding
length of time desired, ecuipment needed, such as blackboard, proiector for
slides (size), movin. picture projector (size), etec.

In order that our members may be housed together, if they so desire,
arrangements have been made with The Regina Motel to accommodate our members on
Friday, /pril 27. This motor lodge is approximately one mile west of Salem on
U«Se 11 and 460« This is a modern motel, air-conditioned, TV in each room,

AAA recommended. Your Committee also recommends this lodse. RIQUIST FOR
P25 RVATION3 SHOULD B! FO' 'ARD.D DIATCT TO TH . RIGIN. MOT.L, RFD 1, Salem, Vae
Identify yourself as a V30 member.

Mres LeTe Clark, owner, quotes spectal rates as follows:
Usually Special

1 Double for two persons 3 92.00 § 8400

Twin beds for Tour persons 10,00 3,00
2 Double beds for four persons 12,00 10,00
2 Double beds with convertible couch 15,00 12,00

(5 persons)

-

Directly across the highway from the motel is the Andrew Lewis Tavern,
in vhich miscellaneous meals can be secured.

More deteiled information will be found in a later bulletin regarding
other hotels and motels,

—— - ame

General Committee: Sub~Committee lembers:
AJDe JngliSh Mrse. rnest Cs lMoore
Dr. Perry Kendig Mrs., William J, Nelson
CH. Lewis Mrs., Homer ‘/aid

Mr. Leiszhman Havkins

Program Committee: Mrs. Ruth Smiley Venn

Dr. John Grey, Chairman Miss Virginia Heller
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INDZEX TO VOLUMS TWENTY-SIX ~ 1955

(Thanks are due to C.C. Steirly for the preparation of this
Index. It does not cover the Beason Reports.)

Abbott, Jlie = "The Brown-capped Chickadee in Virginia"™ - 39
Abbott, J.lle = "The Hollis Marsh Heronry, ".estmoreland
County, Virginia" - 102
Abingdon, Christmas Count ~ 25
Albemarle County, liscellaneous Notes - 117
"Arlington, Ten Years of Christmas Bird Counts in" - 29

Back Bay, Christinas Count - 13
"Back Bay, Vinter Field Trips to" = 45~ 60
"Balrd's Sandpiper on the Eastern Shore" - 71
Baldpate = 16
"Banding Black-capped Chickadees in Northern Virginia" - 104
Beasley, .Js "VSO Trip to Back Bay 'ildlife Refuce" - 45
Bird Houses, /. leview - 111
Bird Study - 113
Bittern, 'merican - 19 - 79
Bittern, Least - 79
Blackbird, Brewers = 25 - 40 - 77
it y Red-winged - 10 - 12 = 20 = 23 = 24 - 94
1 y WSty = 12 = 23 - 24 - 94
" s Yellow-headed - 93
Blacksburg, Chvistmas Count - 24
Bluebird - 8 = 14 - 21 - 25
"Blue Ridge, Foray Report, 1954"- 2
"Blue Ridge, roray Report, 1955" - 99
Bobwhite - 6 - 12 - 14 - 59
Brant = 12 = 15 = 79
"Brewer's Blackbird snd Leconte's Sparrow in Southwest Virginid' - 40
Brooke, Christmas Count - 19
"Brown-capped Chicksdee in Virginia" - 39
Bufflehead - 12 - 14 - 16
Buntinr, Indigo - 11
Bunting, Snow - 12 = 14 = 46 - 97

Cardinal - 11 = 12 = 17 - 21 - 24

Catbird - 8 - 12 - 16

Charlottesville, Christmas Count of - 19

Chat, Yellow=~breasted - 10 - 101

Chesapeake Bay, Christmas Count of - 13

Chickadee, Boreal - 77
o s Black-copped = 12 = 18 - 22 = 24 - 25 = 42 - 88 « 104
o y Brown-capped =~ 39 - 42
" y Caroling = 7 - 12 -« 19 - 21 = 24

Chincoteague, Christmas Count of - 12

Chuck="111's “idow = 87

Cobb Island, Ch-istmas Count of - 12

Coleman, Mrs. Hawes - "50th Annual National ‘udubon Convention” - 44
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Coot - 12 = 14 - 19 - 23 - 83
Cormorant, Double=ciested - 14 = 78
Cowbird = 10 = 12 - 20 = 25 - 94

Craig, Jane - '"Trip to Hog Island" - 59
Crow, Common = 7 = 12 = 15 = 21

Crow, Fish = 12 = 15 = 16 = 23

Creeper, Brown = 12 - 21 - 26 - 88
Crossbill, "hite-winged -~ 95

Cuckoo, Black-billed = 6 - 87

Cuckoo, Yellof=-billed = 6 - 16

Dennis, J«Ve. = "A Fall Study of the Food Habits of the Common
Starling in Northern Virginia" - 51
Dennis, J.Ve = "Late Nesting of Bob-white “uail - 59
Dennis, J.V. = "Banding Black-capped Chickadees in Northern
Virginia" - 104
Dickecissel = 49 - 65 = 95
Dove, Mournins - 6 - 12 = 16 - 21 - 86
Dowitcher = 12 - 84
Duck, Btack - 12 - 14 - 16 - 80
" , Ring~necked = 14 = 16 -« 81
"o, Ruddy - 12 - 14 = 19 - 81
v , Tood - 14 - 16 - 81

Tagle, Bald -~ 14 - 17 - 82
"Tastern Black-capped Chickadee end Appalachian Yellou=billed
Sapsucker at Lexincton, Virginia™ - 42
"Tastern Shore Trip, 1955" =115
Eider, King - 81
igret, Americen - 12 - 14 - 78 - 102
* , Cattle - 76
", Showy + 78 - 109

Falcon, Peresrine = 12 = 14 - 82 - 116
"Fall Study of the Food Habits of the Common Starling in
Northern Virginia" - 51
Fast, Arthur H. - "Ten Years of Christmas Bird Counts in
Arlington" - 29
Favour, P.S. and F.R. Scott = "The 1954 Blue 3idge Foray Report" - 2
"Fiftieth ’‘nnuel Nationel fudubon Convention" - 44
Finch, Furple - 16 = 21
Flicker, Yellow-shaited -~ 6 - 12 - 21
Flycatcher, Acadian - 7 = 87 - 117
" y Alder - 87
" y Crested - 7
" y Least - 87
" y Olive-sided - 87
Fort Belvoir, Christmas Count of - 18
Fulmar - 77



Pare 134

TH . RAVEN Decembazl_1955

Gadwall - 12 - 14 = 16 = 19 - 80
Gallinule, florida - 26 - 83
Gannet - 12 = 15 - 14 - 78
Gnatcatcher, 3luc-gray « 90
Godwit, liarbled - 85
Goldeneye - 12 - 16 - 24
Goldfinch - 11 = 12 - 21 = 24 - 95
Goose, Blue - 12 = 17 - 80
" , Canada - 12 = 17 -« 79
" , Snow, lesser - 12 - 17 - 80
" , Snow, greater « 80
Goshawk - 81
Grackle, Boat-tailed - 12 - 94
Grackle, Furple - 10 - 12 - 18 - 21
Grebe, Horned - 12 - 16 « 24 - 78
Grebe, Pied-billed - 12 - 17 - 23 - 24 - 78
Grey, John - "Summary of Christmas Counts in Virginia" - 26
Grosbeak, Blue - 95 - 101
H y Bvening = 18 = 19 = 23 - 25 - 26 - 49 - 95
L s Pine = 95
* , Rose-breasted = 11 = 94 - 110
Grouse, Ruffed = € - 22 - 23
Gull Bonaperte - 15 - 14
, Glaucous = 85
" , Great Black-backed - 12 - 15 -~ 85 = 115
% , Herring = 12 » 15 « 18 = 85
* . ¥celand = 85
" | Rinpebilled = 12 « 15 = 18 - 85
Hoandley, C.0., Je = "4 Possible Sight Record of Brewer's
Bleckbird in Virginia" - 40
Harrisonburs, Christmas Count of - 22
"Hawk and Owl Protection in lfaine" - 108
Hawk, Broad-winred - 6 - 81
" Cooper's = 14 « 15 - 19 - 20 - 23
ki Marsh = 12 « 15 = 14 - 16 - 82
"Pigeon = 14 = 15 - 16 - 19 - 82
Red-shouldered = 6 = 12 = 14 = 20
Red-tailed - 6 = 12 - 14 - 20
Rough~lesged - 16 - 82
Sharp-shimned ~ 12 - 15 - 20 -« 81
" , Sparrow - 12 - 14 - 16 « 20
"Help Us Band Mourning Doves" - 61
Heron, Black-crovned Night - 12 - 102
" , Great Blue - 12 - 16 - 78 - 102
" , Green - 100 - 103
" , Little Blue = 15 - 79 = 102
" , Louisiana - 12 = 79 - 103
‘", Yellow=crowned MNight - 15 - 72 - 79
Hog Island, Christmas Count of = 17
"Hog Island, Trip to" - 59
Hopewell, Christmas Count of - 17
"Hollis Marsh Heronry, liestmoreland County, Virginia" - 102
Hoover, Charlotte Iis = "Jaeger in Chesapecke Bay" - 118
Hummingbird, ‘ubr-throated - 6 - 71 - 87

L]
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Ibis, Glossy - 76
m . “hite - 79
¥4 oo = 79

nJaeger in Chesapeake Bay" - 118

Jaeger, Farasitic - 62 - 85 - 115 -~ 118
Jeerer, Pomarinz - 85

Jay, Blue = 7 - 16 - 21

Junco, Slate-colored = 11 - 12 - 16 - 21 - 96

Killdeer = 12 - 14 = 16 - 21

Kinebird, Jastern - 7 = 87

Kingfisher, Belted - 12 - 16

Kinglet, Golden~croned - 12 = 16 -~ 17 = 21 - 25
Kinglet, Juby-crowmed - 12 - 16 - 21

Kittiwake -~ 86

Lark, Horned - 12 = 20 = 21 - 25 ~ 87
"late Nesting by Bob-white Quail" - 59
Lexington, Christmas Count - 23

Iittle Creek, Christmas Count - 14
Longspur, Lepland - 96

Ioon, Common - 12 - 14 - 16

Loon, Red-throated - 12 - 14 = 16 - 78
Lynchburg, Christmas Count - 21

liallard - 12 - 14 - 16 «~ 20 - 80
Meadowlark = 10 - 12
llerganser, Jmericon = 15 = 19 « 81
" y Hooded = 12 = 14 = 15 - 19 - 81
m » Red-breasted - 12 = 14 = 15 = 19
liockingbird -« 8 = 12 » 19 - 21 - 89
"Mountain Vireo at Charlottesville" - 43
lount Rogers, Christmas Count - 25
Murray, JeJ. = "Tastern Black-capped Chickadee and Appalschian
Yellow=bellied Sapsucker at Lexington, Virginia" - 42
lurray, JeJ« - ""hat Kind of lMaterial is Navenworthy? - 46
Mutrey, JeJs - "Second Revision of the Virginia 1952 Check List” - 75
Murray, JeJ. - "Buggs Island Reservoir as a Flace for Bird Study" - 113

Newport News, Christmas Count - 16
Nishthavk - 87 - 109
Norfolikk, Christmas Count -~ 15
Muthatch, Brown-headed - 14 - 15 -~ 16
. y ted-breasted - 12 - 16 - 21 - 25 - 88
e y "hite~breasted - 7 - 12 - 16 - 21 - 25 ~ 89

014 Squaw - 12

Oriole, Baltimore - 10 - 63 - 94

Oriole, Orchard - 10

"OQur National .mblem is :indangered" - 58
Ovenbird - 9 - 100
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Owl, Barn = 14
" , Barred - 6 - 12 -~ 14 - 18
, Great-horned = 12 17
, Long=eared - 87
, Saw=-tvhet - 87
, Screech - 12 - 15 - 24
, Short-eared - 18 = 24 - 87
s Snowy - 49 - 87
~ Oystercetcher = 13 - 83
Peaks of Otter, Christmas Count -~ 22
Peewee, ‘00d = 7
Pelican, Brown - 77
Thalarope, Northern - 85
Thalarope, .ilson's - 85
Fheasant, Rin--necked - 13 ,
Phoebe, -astein = 7 = 14 - 18 - 2
"Pine Forest .intcr Bird-Population Study (Albemarle)" - 56
"Pine Forest .inter Bird-Population Study (Sussex)" - 54
Pintail = 12 - 14 - 17 -~ 24
Pipit = 12 = 14 = 15 = 18 = 90
Plover, Black-bellied - 12 - 13
" Golden - 83 :
B Piping - 15 - 83
Ringed = 15 - 83
Upland - 84
Prior, Certrude - "An Upland Pasture Winter Bird-Topulation
Study" - 57
Puffin - 48 - 77

"

"

L T

Rail, Black - 83
" , Clapper - 12 = 15 - 82 « 163
* L, King =14 « 16 = 82
" , Virginia - 12 - 16 - 82
Raven = 7 - 88 - 101
Redpoll, Common - 12 = 95
Redhead - 14 - 19
Redstart - 10 = 93
"Richmond Area, The" - 33
Roanoke, Christmas Count - 24
Robin - 8 - 12 - 20 - 21 - 89
Rockinrham County, Christmas Count - 22
Rountrey, 'oF. = "The 1955 Annual VSO Field Trip" - 70
Ruff - 85
Russell, Stephen ', = "Brewer's Blackbird ~nd Leconte's Sparrow
in Southwest Virginia" - 40

Sanderling - 12 - 14-71
Sandpiper, Baird's - 71 -~ 84

i y Buff-breasted - 85

L Pectoral - 71 - 84

" Purple - 15 - 84
Red=backed - 12 = 13 - 71 - 84
Semi-palmated - 12 - 72 -~ 85
Solitary - 84

"
"
"
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Sandpiper, Spotted - 84
" , Stilt - 116
" s Thite-rumped - 84

Sapsucker -« 14 = 16 - 21 = 42 - 76
Scaup - 14 - 15 = 19 = 24
Scogein - 116
Scoter, Americon - 12 - 16 - 81

" , Surf - 12 - 16 - 81

i , ‘hite-winged - 12 - 186
Scott, F.'is = "The Richmond Area" - 33
"Second Hevision of the Virginia 1952 Check List" = 75
Shearwater, Cory's - 75
Shearwater, Greater = 45
Shenandoah Netioncl Park, Christmas Count - 22
Shoveller - 12 = 17 - 80
Shrike, Loggerhead = 8 = 14 - 15 = 21 = 90
Shrike, Migrant - 23
Siskin, Pine - 12 = 14 = 16 = 21 = 24 - 95 = 101
Skimmer, Black - 86
Skua - 76
Snipe, Jilson's - 12 - 14 - 16 - 83
Sora - 16 = 25 - 853
Sparrovi, Chippving - 11 -~ 15

" Field - 11 - 12 = 21
Fox -.12 = 16 - 21
Grasshopper - 11
Henslow's - 96
House = 10 = 12 = 21
Ipswich = 13 = 14 - 95
Lark - 96
Leconte's = 25 = 77
Lincoln - 15 - 96
Savannah = 12 = 14 - 21 = 96
Seaside = 96
Sharp=tailed - 12 - 16 - 96
Song - 11 - 12 - 14 - 21
Swamp - 12 - 14 - 21
Tree = 12 = 14 - 21 - 23
Vesper - 11 - 18
“hite-cromwned - 21 - 23 - 24 - 57 - 96
"hite-throated - 12 = 14 - 16 - 21 - 23
Starling - 8 = 12 = 21 = 23 - 51
Steirly, C.C. - "3trikins Back at Hawk and Owl Persecution” - 37
Steirly, C.C. - ". Fine Forest Vinter Bird-Population Study

(Sussex County)" - 54

Steirly, CeCe = "Baird's Sandpiper on the Zastern Shore" - 71
Steirly, C.C. - "Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nest in Sussex County" - 72
Steirly, C.Cs - "1955 Blue Ridge Foray" - 99
Stevens, CuZ. = "llountain Vireo a2t Charlottesville" - 37
Stevens, C.l. = "lliscellaneous Albemarle County Notes" - 117
Stevens, CsZs - "A Pine Forest ‘inter Bird-Population Study" - 56
"Striking Back 2t Hawk and Owl Persecution" - 37
"Summary of 1954 Christmas Counts in Virginia" - 26
Swan, Vhistlin:, - 14 - 19 - 79

"
L
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Swallow, Bank - 88

" , Barn - 7 - 88

i s Cliff = 88 - 110

" s Rough=winged - 7 -~ 88

" Tree - 12 - 17 - 88
Sweet Brzar Christmas Count - 20
Swift, Chimmey - 6

Tanager, Scarlet - 10 - 94
Tanager, Summer = 11 - 94
Teal, Blue-winged - 14 - 80

" , duropean - 80

" , Green-winged - 12 = 14 = 16 = 24
Tern, Caspian - 86

* , Common - 16 - 86

" , Forster's - 14 - 15 - 16 - 86

* , Gulle~billed - 86
y Least - 86

y ioseate - 86

" , Royal - 16 = 86

Thrasher, Brown = 8 = 14 - 16 « 19 - 89
Thrush, Hermit « 12 - 16 = 21

Thrush, ood - & = 89
Titmouse - 7 = 12 ~ 21 - 25
Toano, Christmas Count - 16

Towhee, Red-eyed - 11 - 12 = 15 = 21
Tropic Bird, Yellow=billed - 49 - 76
Turkey, /ild - 109

®"Upland Pasture . inter Bird-Population Study" - 57

Veery - 8 = 90 - 100
Veery, Tillow - 7%
Vireo, Thiladelphia - 90

" , Red=eyed « 9 « 90 - 100

", Solitary - £ = 43 - 90 - 100

" Tarbling - 50

* 4 Yellow=throated - 8 - 100
Vulture, Black - 6 = 14 - 15 = 20 - 81
Vulture, Turkey - 6 - 12 - 15 - 20

~arbler, Bachmrn's - 91
" y Bay-breasted - 92

. » Black & hite - 9 - 100
s Blackburnien « 9 - 100
y Blackpoll - 92
s Black-throated Blue = 9 = 100
y Black-throated Green - 92

i y Blue-ringed - 91
?
’
L]
L
1]
»

"
"
"

Canada =« 10 = 93 - 100
Cerulean - 92

Chestnut-sided - 9 = 92 - 100
Connecticut = 93
Golden=-winged - 91

Hooded - 10 - 100
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Varbler, Kentucky - 160 = 93 - 101
" Magnolia - 92
Mournin~ - 93
Myrtle - 12 - 14 - 16 - 21
Nashville - 91
Oranre=crotmed - 12 = 14 « 15 - 60 - 91
Palm - 253
Paruls - 9 - 91 - 100 - 118
Pine = 14 - 16 - 92
Prairie - 9 = 92 - 101
Frothonotary - 90
Sutton's = 91
Tennessee - 91
“ilson's Tileolated -~ 93
worm-eating - 9 - 90
Yellow - 9 = 92 - 100
Yellow=throated - 92
warren, Christmas Count - 20
liaterthrush, Louisiana -« 9 - 100 S
i/atson, ReJs = "The 1955 VSO Annual lMeeting = 66
Yiatson, R«J« = "The 1955 Zlastern Shore Trip" - 115
Vaxwing, Cedar - 8 - 16 - 26
“himbrel, Hudsonian - 83
viidgeon, Turopean = 80
tioodcock - 17
Woodpecker, Downy = 6 = 12 = 14 - 21
" y Hairy - 12 - 14 = 24
" y Plleoted - 6 = 14 = 17 = 21 = 25
i , Red-bellied - 14 - 21 = 22
v s Red-headed - 18 = 22 - 24 - 110
liren, Bewick's - 20 - 89
" , Carolina = 12 - 16 - 21 = 23
" , House - 8
" , Long=billed liarsh - 14 - 16 - 20 - 89
L
L]

"
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Short-billed i'arsh - 12 - 14 = 17 - 89
finter - 12 = 14 -« 17 - 21 - 89

Yellow=legs, Creater - 12 - 14 -~ 16
Yellowlegs, Lesscr - 12 - 84
Yellowthroat - 10 = 14 - 93 - 101
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