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TWENTY- FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
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Tith thre comine: of 1954 the Vireinia Society of
Ornithology will celebrate its Silver Mnniversary. Organized
at Lvnchburg College on December 7, 1929, it has had an
active and reasonably successful career. Since its primery
eppeal has been to those who have an interest in at 19““t a

mi ntific studv of birds, it has never been large in
numbers, yet its membership has steadily grown. Yorthwhile
work has been done by its members, particularly in the Tield
of bird distribution. The bird life of Virginias is probably
as well Known as that of any Southern state. The 24 volumes
of THI RAVEN have totaled almost 2000 pages, and have covered
all phases of Virginia ornithology. In 1852 a book, "A Cleck-
List of the Birds of Virginia", was published, summarizing
our knowledgze to date. During the eoming enniversary ear
the achievements of the Society will be summed up, somo cf its
history relsted, and suggestions made as to ways 1n wnich our
purposes nay be better carried out. In connection with the
25th Anniversary lleeting an enlarged Zssue of TS RAVELD will
hbe published.

Twenty-fifth Arriversary Meeting
Lynchburg, Vircinia

Pridgey & Saturday, 2rril 23 & 24

2t the Friday session on

Dr. laurice Brooks will speak a
s & Place Tor Bird Study".

"The Appalachian Mountains
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THE RELATION OF BOUNTIES ON HAWKS AND OWLS
TO MOUSE INJURY IN ORCHARDS

By Merriam Garretson Lewis

(It is fitting that this anniversary volums of THE RAVEN should
begin with an unpublished article by one of our three founders, ‘erriam
Garretson Lewis. Lewis was born in 1893 and died at his home in Yalem,
Januery 5, 1941. He made the first talk at the organization meeting of the
Virginia Society of Ornithology in Lynchburg on December 7, 1929, =2nd for the
remainder of his all too short life was active in the affairs of the Sociciy.
During 1938 and 1939 he served as President; and until his death was a regular
contributor to THE RAVEN. #As County Demonstration Agent successively in Seott,
Rockbridge, ~nd Roenoke Counties, Lewis was particularly interested in the
economic aspects of ornitheclesy. This article is still pertinent, not be-
cause of any great danger of the renewal of the absurd bounty system in
Virsinis, but becouse of the need for more positive protection of the birds of

.prey.)

Enjury to the mailn roots of apple tree by several species of field
mice has been & serious problem of fruit growers for many years. This injury
is caused by mice gnawing away the outer bark in order that they may eat the
tender inner bark and cambium layer. Most of this injury in Virginia, where
snowfall is usually light, is to the larger roots immediamtely below the base
of the trec and under the surface of the soile it time of heavy snowfzll, the
injury may extend a short distance upward from the soil surface. Trees of all
sizes and ages arc injured and sometimes completely ruired in this wey.
Observetions and studies indicate that the pinc mouse, Pitmymys pinetorum, is
the chief offender. However, injury is also commonly caused by the meadow
mouse, Microtus pennsylvanicus, end occasionally by one or two other species.

The writer has made & careful study during the past severzl years
to determine the relation of the destruction of hawks and owls resulting from
bounty payments in the fruit growing sections of Virginia to mouse injury in
orchards. Definite facts are difficult to obtain since very feo actual records
have boeen kept. However, it is the general opinion of fruit grovors throuzhout
the fruit growing seetion of the State that mouse injury hos becn more serious
in recent years than in the past. Duc allowance must be mcde in this connection
for the inzccuracy of memory and goeneral obscrvation without records. With the
majority of pcople the some circumstances and conditions create o de¢idedly
d)lfferent impression after ten or fifteen years.

It is an undispu¥able fact that the number of hawvks and owls in the
State has very greatly decreased since the early history of the county. This
decrease in numbers is undoubdedly due to the general prejudices against these
birds, which in more recent years has been greatly stimulated by payment of
bounties.

The first Acts of General Assembly of Virginis, providing for bounty
paynents on 114 animals classed as pests, was passed in 1887, Numerous
amendments and changes were made during the next fifty years. In 1914 the Ffirst
was passed, which stimulated =ny great amount of interest in killing havks and
owls, It reads in part as follows: "The Board of Supervisors in each county
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i their discretion may pay a premium not exceeding 50¢ for each scalp of
chicken hawks and owls, except screech owl, when satisfactory evidence that

the same were recently Xilled within the limits of the county and by the

person in whose behslf the same may be prresented, to be pnid on warrent of

satd Board on the county Treasurer®. In 1918 the Act was changed to read as
follovs: "The Board of Supervisors of any county ere hereby authorized to

pay a revard of 50¢ for each scalp of Goshawk and 50¢ on the scalp of Cooper's
Fark if the said hawks have been killed in the said county, dut no reward is to
be paid for the scalp of the Sparrow Hewk"™. It is of interest to note that

the scientific ncmes of each of these three species of hawks were stated in
this Act. In 1922 an act was passed vhich states, "The bounties hereinafter
specified shall be paid Tor the killing of predatory animels hersimafter named,
that is to ssay, Sharp Shinned Hawvk, 50¢; Goshavk, 50¢; Cooper's Havk, 50¢;
Cro, 15¢; Great Horned Owl, 50¢; and Weecsel, #1,00. No bounty for the killing
of crous, hovever, shall be paid except on those killed in the months of May,
June, July, fugust or September". This act eliminated any authority on the part
of Boaord of Supervisors in any county by moking payment of beunty mandatory in
gll counties. This act &lso provided that the applicant who produces before
the County Clerk the head of the bird or animel killed must make affidavit
before the Clerk that the same was killed within the said ecounty and ao fee
shell be charged by the Clerk for taking such affidavit. On izreh 24, 1930,

an zet was passed vhich repecaled the Act of Mareh 10, 1920. However, this did
not repeal rrevious acts providing that the Board of Supervisors in any

county be authorized to pay the bounties previously statdd .

4t the specisal sescion of the Legislature in January 1933 all acts
providing for the payment of bounties on hawmiks and owls mere revealed. This
was brought sbout largely by sonsistent abuse of bounty pavments by unscrupu-
lous parties bringinz in hawk and owl scalps from other counties and states,
as well as scalps and Turs of predatory animals upon which bounties were paid.
These bounties resulted in thousands of heawk and owl's scalps being brought
into these county seats for payment of bounties, the large majority of which
were killed by hunters who went out for the purpose in order to obtain the
bounty.

In 1920 Professor .S. Ralston, then Extension Horticulturist ot
V.P.I. wrote a3 follos in a Bulletin on "Rodent Control in the Orchard":
"A few vears apo certain species of mice, vhich have always been present in a
limited way, increased greatly in numbers. On account of lorge numbers and
their method of feeding grect injury occured in certain "Valley" orchards.
Since that time, mouse injury has increased over a constantly -—idening area
until the importantv frult growing seetions of the state are now known to be
more or less heavily infTested with these pests”.

It is very significant that this situation developed only a few
vears folloving the vholesazle destruetion of hevuks and owls in many counties
as a result of bounty payments.

A1 fruit growers who have given any particular attention to the
question are of the unanimous opinion that injury is rich less in orchards in
the few localities in which havks and owls, particularly the Screech Owl and
the Sparrow Hawk, are conmmor. One prominent grower in Roancke County mekes a
practice of attracting Secreech owls by erecting nest boxes, thereby protecting

b
his orchards. Several pairs breed regulerly in this orchard. He states that
21e has entirely eliminated mouse injury in recent years. IHe is a careful

observer and is convinced that the commoner species of hawks ars also an
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important factor in this connection. The question has been discussed ~ith no
less than thirty-five other orchard men in Roanoke, Rockbridze and ‘fugusta
Counties. The large majority, however, are indirfferent to the question and
have given 1t no careful thouzht or studys. OSome five or six who have con=-
sidered the cguestion ere very much impressed with the value of hawks and owls
to fruit growers. It seems of great importance that the facts in the auestion
be brought to the attention of fruit growers throughout the State for their
own benefit.

-—-000-—

TUENTY-FIVE YEARS OF CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS IN VIRGINIA

By John t. Grey

1954 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Virginia Society of
Ornitholory. It is a good time to encourage ocurselves by the progress which
we have made in our study of birds, and also to outline some larger plans for
“uture work.

There have been 263 Christmas Counts published in THE RAVEN in th%zse
years, beginning with six counts maode in 1929, and there ure 24 counts for 1Y83.
In the 14 years, 1929-1942, there were 108 counts, but we were just about
holding our own as the total each year vearies usually from six to elght;
except that in 1940 we reached our peak of 10, Then came the war, and in 1941
and 1942 we had sevon counts each year,

Actually it is muecn easicr to take our last ten years as a basis of
study as to just what progress wo have made. Back Bay Refuge was not established
till 1936, and even vhen Harry Bailey and I medc the first count there it was
rather inadeguate. Ilany counts in the earlier years werc made by peoplc tho
knew 1littlc about birds, though some were experts, so that we had a rather
poor coverage of our territory.

The last ten years are revealing. Therc are 15 counts from 40
localities reporting 184 species of birds, subspecies being in eddition. Thoso
counts cover a varied habitat: from the ocean front at Chincoteague Island
near the Marylend line to Back Bay and the North Carolina line, all the way
across the State to our highest mountain, Mb. Rogers in southwostern Virginina.
Not muny states arce blesscd with as intercsting and varied an aren os arc we.

Some of our progress is indicated by comparing the 1944 count with
the 1953. (Since 1944 was a war year with limited travel and observers
disploced, I om including 1943 also. The recson: in the two yeors thore were
only four placcs that hrd counts both years, o total of 20 counts covering 16
plneces; 57 obscrvers, moxirmum count 80 specics, and totrnl individunls some
20,000.) In 1954 ve hive 24 counts mrde by 127 obscrvers, with Brek Bay
stepped up from 8C spoceies to 105 (at one time they had 108). We hove indi-
vidunl counts with morec birds reported than the total number of birds secn on
the 1944 count. In 1943-44 there were 124 different species reported as
compared with 154 for 1953, DNot only are we makinz better counts today than
ten years ago, but we have added Southwest Virginia, Eastern Shore, Chesapezke
Bay, and the James River Feninsula which were not in the earlier counts.
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I Localities Taking Counts

The places which have been reported in these last ten years, to-
gether with the number or years reporting are: Abingdon, 4; Allegheny Mountain
in Highland County, 1; Back Bay, 10; Blacksburg, 10; Bridgzewater (Ottobine), 1;
Brooke, 2; Cape Charles, 1; Cape Henry, 1; Charlottesville, 8; Chatham, 1;
Chesapeake Bay-Little Creek to Cape Charles, 3; Chincoteague, 2; Claytor Lake
in Pulaski County, 1; Danwille, 4; IEmory, 2; Fairfield, 2; Fort Belvoir, #;
Harrisonburg, 8; Hopewell, l; Lexington, 10; Lynchburg, 8; Mountain Lake, 1;
Mt. Rogers, 4; it. Vernon, l; Naruna, 2; Newport News, 2; Peuks of Otter, 1;
Richmond, 9; Roanoke, 10; Saxis, 1; Sewsrd Forest in Brunswick County, 1;
Shenandonhi National Park, 7; Surrey, 2; Sweet Briar, 5; Toano, 1; Tripiett in
Brunswick Countv, 1; Warren, 5; Waverly, 2; Williamsburg, 1l; Yorktom, 7.

There are 13 places which have made counts in five years or more.
Since five years is considered the minimum time in which to surmarize data on
a place, it would be a great service if someone would take each area znd make
a studv of the birds recorded. Two good studies have been done of Blackshurg
and might serve as a pattern: "The Christmas Bird Census - Ten Years in
Montgomery County", C.0. Handley, Junior and Senior, Raven XVII, p.l, January,
19463 "Christmas Bird Cournty Statistics - Blacksburg, Virginio", C.0. Handley,Jr.,
Raven XXI, p.l3, Joanuary, 19850,

One is also imryressed with the 18 places where only one count has
been mnde, ond we wish someone might take up the work there and complete five
vears observation. Some of these one-year placcs, of course are not neglected,
for some are with us for the first time - Hopewell being substituted for

Richmond; and Williamsburg drop: in favoer of Toano, Yorktomwn, and Newport
News. However, there ore still mony areas that have been unraporied for a
long time.

To visuzlize thie regions that are being worked, I have marked each
count by an X on ths outline map of Virginio. Those with a cirecle around the
X h~ve reported five or morc counts.

/§< Count taken in last ten years

é;f? 'ive or more yesrs

X g

Christmas Bird Counts 1944-1953 in Virginia
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The clear spaces are the ones being neglected. If you live anywhere
near one of these, you could mske a genuine contribution to bird study in
Virzinia by mapping out a territory and working it for a few years. A big
help in choosing = territory, 2nd knowing what kinds of habitat lie within it,
is to get the inexpensive topographic maps from Hverett~Vaddy Company,
Richmond.

If you ore one of the hardy individuals, whose spirit is willing
and the flesh not too weak, you might try one of the cold and difficult arszas.
The outer bunks of Hastern Shore (Cobb Vreck, and Hog Islands) would be
rewarding (you should find Oyster-ca tcher) In fact the Eastern Shore might
prove as interesting as Cape liay, New Jersey if we hnd the same number of
observers ot vork on it. Someone might try a count just outside Cape Henry,
say as for out as the lightship. Another good area is Chesgpeake Bay betueen
Fastern Shore and the Northern Neck, worked beyond a mile from land. Likewise
we need more counts elong our mountains, Shenandoah National Park and Mt. Roger
being the only places where we have counts for more than one year. Thore are
manvy places along the Skyline Drive that can be reached by county roads, such
as /pple Orchord Mountain, that provide diversi*1ed territory ond mignht prove
interesting. We also ncud counts from State Forks such as Fairy Stonc and
Hurnzry lMother. Burxc 8 Garden would be a naturel for a count - znd of course
the whole of Southwest Virginia is inviting. Stephen Russell comes from
Louisiana to make thw counts at ‘bingdon and Mt. Rogers, some of us might get
there with lecss affort.

IT Birds That Fcocve Boen Recordsd

The 184 spceies fall somewhat naoturally into thrse classificotions.
First, the Regulars: those we find every year like the Crow, end those we find
nearly every year liko the Siskin. There are 139 of theso.

Then come the Casuals: birds that should occur cach yeor in our
counts, but have cetually been recorded less theon holf the time. There are
21 of these.

Thc Accidentals: those we perhaps should not find, but do. Chere
are 24 of these. n the main they sre birds that winter south of us, and for
soie reason have lagged behind. Vhile we have not recordsd a Chat, they
mere found in 1952 &t meny places north of us, and were also Tound in Virginia
outside the count dates. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers hesve not been reported in the
last ten years, though they were found prior to 13844. These Alccidentals add
& 1ot of spice to our counts, help to make 1t = gime, as it were, to find a
Green Heron or a Wilson's Warbler; yet they are not as useful in getting a
picture of our winter bird life. It is far more important to record the
counts of Red-wings, Tor we soon note they are mue™ more arundant in the years
when the marshes are not frozen over,

REGUL/RS (139): Common Loon, Red-throated Loorn, Horned Grebe, Pied-
billed Grebe, Gannet, Cormorany, Great Blue Heron, imerican Egret (only re-
corded in last three years, bui ench tiwme in greater numbers, @nd in more
places, so they appesr now to be resident), Black-crowned Night Heron (apparently
recordsd vhen we hunt for them, though it may turn out they zre absent from our
arec in some winters; a good project for someone to work on), Bittern,

Thistling Swen, Canada Goose, Brant (os long =s we work Fastern Shore these
arc likcly to be roported), Snow Goosc, Blue Goosc, Mallard, Black Duck, Gadwall,
Pinteil, Groeen-winged Teal, Widgeon, Shoveler, Wood Duck (recorded eight of




Page 7 THE RAVEN Janueyy, 13D4

ten years), Redhead, Ring-neck, Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Grester Sceup (let's
distinguish these a bit more), Golden-eye, Buffle-head, 0l1d Squaw, White-
winged Scoter, Surf Scoter, American Scoter, Ruddy, Hooded Merganser, fmerican
lerganser, Red-breasted lMerganser, Turkey Vulture, Black Vulture, Sharp-shin
Hamwk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-~tailed Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Rough=-legged Havk
(reported from several places last two counts and in 1948; should occur
regularly if we have observers who can identify), Beld Eagle,Marsh Hawk, Falcon,
Pigeon Hovk (apparently wintering with us in many places; perhops mors vwide-
sprend than we now realize; worth looking for), Sparrow Hawk, Ruffed Grouse,
Bob-vhite, King Rail (while rails have been recorded somevhat irregularly, it
appears all t f we hunt for them), Clapper Rail, Virginis

iree should be found if
Rail, Coot, Killdeer, Black-bellied Plover, Snipe, Red-backed Sandpiper,
Sanderling, Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Longhing
Gull (six years), Bonaparte's Gull, Forster's Tern (only in last two yesrs, but
apparently uintering regularly in Chesapeake Bay, even in cold years),
Lourning Dove, Screech Ovl, Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Short-eared Owl (depending
on ho~ well we work the morshes), Kingfisher, Flicker, Fileated Woodpecker,
Red-bellied Voodpecker, Red-headed VWoodpecker (nine years), Sapsucker, Hairy
Toodpecker, Dovny Voodpecker, Phoebe, Horned Lark, Jay, Raven, Crow, Fish Crow,
Lppnlachian Chickadee (only recorded z few years, but »resent from the Valley
west; believe it is not often recorded in the Blue Ridse), Carolina Chickades,
Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown-headed Nuthatch,
Creecper, House liren (six yeors, both in mild and cold winters), Winter Wren,
Carolina Viren, Long-billed lMarsh Vren (last four yeers; should be found if
eastern morshes are vorked), Short-billed Mersh Vren, Mockingbird, Catbird,
Thresher, Robin, Hermit Thrush, Bluebird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Pipit, Waxwing, Shrike Starling, Myrtle Varbler, Pine Varbler, Palm
Warbler, Maryland Yellow-throot (Last four years; seem to depend on how
thoroughly we work the right pleces), House Sparrou, Mecaddwlark, Red-wing,
Rusty Blackbird, Bozt-taoiled Grackle, Cowbird, Cardinzl, Purple Finch, Grackle,
Sisken (seven years), Goldfinch, Tovhee, Inswick Sparrow (only three of ten
ears, but from four places; should occur ot five places, if we hunt Tor it),
Savammoh Sparros, Sharp-teiled Sprrrow, Junco, Tree Sprrrow, Chipping Sparrow,
Field Sparrow, Vhite-cromned Sperrow, White-throated Sparrew, Fox Sporrou,
Swamp ‘Sprrrow, Song Sporrov.

CASUALS (21): Red-necked Grede, Goshawk, Golden Eagle, Osprey,
Turkey, Woodecock, Purple Sandpiper, Razor-billed Zuk, Dovekie, Long-eared Cwl,
Saw-whet Owl, Red-cockaded Voodldpecker, Tree Swmllow, Bewick's Tren, Orance-
crowmed Yiarbler, Eveninec Grosbeak, Red Crosshill, Seaside Sparrow, Vesper
Sparrow, Lapland Longspur, Snow Bunting.

ACCITENTALS (24): Green Heron, Richardson's Goose, Blue-winged
Teal, Broad-winged Havk, Sora, Semipalmated Flover, Piping Plover, Spotted
Sandpiper, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Least Sandpiper, Semi-
palmated Sandpiper, ''estern Sandpiper, Common Tern, Royal Tern, C:
Black Skimmer, Gray-checked Thrush, Nashville Varbler, Cape Mgy W
Tilson's Warbler, Baltimore Oriole, Dickcissel, Grasshopper Sparrow.

There are three residents (birds here the year round) which have
not been recorded in these last ten years: Yellow-crowned Wight Heron,
Oyster-catcher, and Barn Owl. The Turkey und Long-cared Owl have seldom
been recorded, though they ars clso residents.,
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A casual which we have missed is the Snowy Lgret, which has wintered
at Hampton two yesrs, but was not found on the count day. It is surprising
that so few Vesper Sparrows have been found, for they ere present in some
numbers at Raleigh, .C., especially in corniields where there is heavy grass.

Surmary

There have been 263 counts in our quarter century of THE RAVEN, with
a grovwth from six in 1922 to 24 in 1953. Meny of the eurlier ones are not as
thoroush es ones mede by the same groups in the same places in the last ten
years, nor are they as widely distributed.

In 1943-44 through 1953 there are 155 counts representing 40 dif-
ferent localities; thirteen ereas have reported five or more years, and
fifteen sreas have only one count.

In these 155 counts there are 184 species reported - divided into
139 Regulars, 21 Casuals, and 24 Jjccidentals.

Three resident birds have not been reported in these ten years, and
several birds that have wintered in smell npumbers have also not been found in
the count periods.

~— Williamsburg, Virginia
—==00C—=-
VIRGINTA CHRISTHAS BI:D COULITS - 1983

Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, Va. { issateague Island scuth
of Maryland line, Chincoteague Causeway, woods and fielés about Naval iir
Station; open farmiand 2%, pine and mixed woodland %, bayberry and scrub
Loblolly Pine thickets 25%, shallow fresh-water pools 20%, salt and brackish
marshes and bay shores 25%, ocean beach and mud flets 20%.) - December 27;
6:;30 a.me to 5:30 p.m. Partly cloudy; temp. 319 to 45%9; wind NW, 3-10 m.D.h.;
ground bare, brackish marshes partially frozen. Three observers in 2 parties.
Totel party-hours, 20 (17 on foot, 2 by car, 1 in motorboat); total party-
miles, 74 (12 on foot, 60 by car, 2 by boat). Common Loon, 11; Red-throated
Loon, 2; Horned Grebe, 98; Pisd-billed Grebe, 49; CGreat Blue Heron, 12;
fmericen Egret, 4; Vhistling Swan, 17; Canada Goose, 235; imerican Brant, 3800
(est.); Snow Goose, l; Mallard, 95; Bl eck Duck, 4398 (4300 est., 96); Gadwall,

50 (est.,, Imericsn Widgeon, 850 (est }; Pintail, 1243 (1200 est., 43}; Oreen-
winged Tecl, 600 (est.); Blue-winged Teal, 1 (/.S.M., ¥.R.3,); Shoveller, 735
(ea,.); Sc Aup {sp.}, 1; ‘merican Golden-eye, 13; Bufflehead, 28; 0ld-sguaw, 1;

Surf Scoter, 48; scoter (sp.), 90; Ruddy Duck, 10; Hooded lMergonser, 15;

Red- breus+cﬂ Bﬂrra nser, 4; Turkey Vulture, 13; Sharp-shinned Hawlz, 1; Cooper's
Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Marsh EHavk, 6 Peregrine Faleon, 1; Sparrow Hauvk,
2; Clapper Rail, 2; ‘fmerican Coot, 300 (est ); Kllldeer, 43 blacx—bel, ed
Plover, 27; Lesser Yellow-legs, 7 (E.O0.M.); Red-backed Sandpiper, 290;
Sanderling, l; Grect Black-backed Gull, 11; Herring Gull, 298 (200 est., 98);
Ring-billed Gull, 500 (est.}; Mourning Dove, 3; Belted Kingzfisher, 4;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 6; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 2;
Horned Lark, 20; Tree Swallow, 1; American Crow, 2790 (2700 est., 90);
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Fish Crow, 40C (est.); Tufted Titmouse, 1; Cerolinu .r=n, 4; Short-billed
Marsh Vren, l; Catbird, 5; Brown Thrasher, 2; Golden-crovmed Kinglet, 4;
Ruby-crovmned Xinglet, 1; Vater Pipit, 40; Common Starling, 110; Orange-crowned
Warbler, 1 (A.S.M.); Myrtle Warbler, 423; Palm Warbler (Western), 1l; House
Sparrov, 7; Dastern Meadowlark, 46; Red-winged Blackbird, 63; Boat-teiled
Grackle, 244; Brown-headed Cowbird, 9; Cardinal, 3; ‘fmerican Goldfinch, 1;
Fastern Towhee, 2; Savannah Soarrou, 20; BSha nytai’ed Sparrow, 1; Slate-colored
Junco, 2; Field Sparrow, l; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 19; Fox SnarrOt,
Sparrow, 1ll; Song Sparrow, 17. Total, 8C species; abouu 18,122 indiv
B.0. ellinger, £.S. liessenger, F.R. Scott (compiler).

—=-0CC~=-

Saxis, Va. (northwestern Accomzck Co., including Saxis, Withams,
Sanford, CGuilford, Hopkins, Parksley, and Bloxom; open farmland 25/, pine
and mixed woodland 20%, slash 5%, marshes and tidal inlets off Chesapeake Bay
50%). « December 28; 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Heavily overcast, dark, with inter-
mittent rain; temp. 370 to 499; wind NE, 0-5 1 ..p.“., ground bare, water open.
One observer. Total perty-hours, 9; (8 on foot, 14 by car); totul party-
miles, 69 (4 on foot, 65 by car). Conmon Loon, 1; Horned Grebe, 115; Great
Blue Heron, 1; Canvas-back, 600 (est.); gceup (sp.), 1; American Golden-eye, 1l4;
Buffle-head, 9; Old-squaw, 6; Surf Scoter, 90; Ruddy Duck, 700 (est.); Turkey
Vulture, 7; Cooper's Hawk, ); Red-tailed Hawk, 4; Llarsh hazk 4; Sparrow Hauk
1; Clapper Rail, 1; Killdeer, 6; Grecter Yellow-legs, 2; Gpemt Black—ogcxed
Gull, 2; Herring Gull, 4; Ring-billed Gull, 21; Short-eared Owl, 2; Belted
Kingfisher, 2; Yellouw-shafted Flicker, 8; Red-bellied iloodpecker, 2; Hairy
Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 2; Horned Lark, 20; Blue Jay, 1; American
Crow, 135; Fish Crow, 1; Carolinz Chickadee, 16; Tufted '1tmousQ, 1; Brown~
headed Muthateh, 10; Carolina Vren, 19; Sbo“t—bzllud Marsh Vren, 15; Mocking-
bird, 4; Catulrd, 2, fmerican Robin, 7; Herrit Thrush, 2; Lastern Bluebird, 8;
Golden-crovned Kinglet, 3; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 2; Water Pipit, 30: Common
Starling, 4; lyrtle Warbler, 26C; House Sparrov, 35; LDastern leadowlark, 9;
Red-winged Blackbird, 119; Boat-tailed Grackle, l; Brown-headed Cowbird, 25;
Cardinzl, 7; Americen Goldfinch, 36; Lastern Towhee, 2; Sharp- tailed Sparrcw,
1; Slate-colored Junco, 32; Field Sparrow, 12; White-throated Sparrow, 28;
Swamp Sparrow, 59; Song Sparrow, 21. Total, 60 species; sbout 2542 1ndlv1 uals. --
F.R. Scott.

=000~~~

Chesapeake Bay, Va. (. strip census 15 miles long, taken from tlre
Littls Creelk-Kiptopeke Beach Ferry Jjust within the mouth of Chesapeake Bay;
no c¢loser than 2 miles to lond; open water 100%). = December 26; 3:45 p.m. to
4:55 p.m. Clear; temp. sbout 50°; wind SW, 5 m.p.h.; water foirly calm. Two
observers together. Total party-hours, 1,17 (by boat); total perty-miles,
15 (by boat}. Common Loon, 17; Red-throated Loon, 1; Horned Grebe,212;
Pied~billed Grebe, 1; "hite-winged Scoter, 1l; Surf Scoter, 4700 (est.);
tmericnn Scoter, 250 (est.); Herring Gull, 185; Ring-billed CGull, 36; Bonaparte'’s
Gull, 42; Forster's Tern, 104. Total, 11 species; about 5549 individuzls.
Seen in area December 29: Gannet, 6; O0ld-squaw, 4. -- A.S. lMessenger,
F.R. Scott,

Y5 Yo
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Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Va, (same =s in previous years,
refuge area and much of meinlend Princess aAnne County; open farmlend 20%,
pine woodlend 10%, deciduous woodland 20%, ocesn beach 5%, marshes and inlend
boy 45%). = December 26, 7:66 am. to 4:00 p.m. Pertly cloudy 211 day, cround
bare and frozen - and fresh wuter partially frozen; tcmp. 28° to 499;wind SW,
5 MePehs; 8 observers in 2 perties. Total pvarty-hours, 18 (14 on foot,
2 by car, 2 by motorboat; totsl psrty-miles, 133 (20 on foot, 110 by cer,
3 by motorbozt). Common Loon, 19; Red-throated Loon, l; Horned Grebe, 6;
Pied-billed Grebe, 1l; Gannet, 72; Great Blue Heron, 3; ‘merican Egret, 5;
fmericen Bittern, 4; Whistling Swan, 2000; Cenada Goose, 6000; Snow Goose, 800;
Blue Goose, 2; Mullard, 35; Black Duck, 350; Gedwall, 20; American idgeon,
20,000; Pintail, 800; Green-winged Teal, 21; Redhead, 2000; Canvas-bzck, 6000;
Scoup (sp.), 2000; Americon Golden-eye, 2; Buffle-hezad, 5; American Scoter, 8;
Ruddy Lucx, 5000; Hooded lMergonser, 1; Red-breasdted llerganser, 10; Turkey
Vulture, 60; Block Vulture, 50; Sharp-shinned Hewk, l; Cooper's Hawk, 3;
Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Red-shouldered Hawk, 5; Bald Eagle, 9; Marsh Howk, 14,
Sparrow iHowk,40; Bob-white, 15; Americen Coot, 10,000; Killdeer, 53; Black-
vellied Flover, 4; Wilson's Snipe, 21; Sanderling, 14; Great Block-backed
Gull, 7; Herring Gull, 2C0; Ring-billed Gull, 50; Common Tern, 8; lMourning
Dove, 831; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 30; Pilected Voodpecker , 1; Red-bellied
Woodpecker, 10; Downy ‘loodpecxer, 8; Eastern Phoebe, 2; ‘merican Cromw, 468;
Fish Crow, 48; Cnrolins Chickadee, 13; Tufted Titmouse, 2; hite-breasted
Nuthatch, 2; Bromn-headed Nuthateh, 4; Browm Creeper, 2; House liren, 2;
Winter Tren,4; Caorolins Tren, 19; Long-billed Marsh Vren, 1; Short-billed
larsh Tren, 7; Mockingbird, 36; Catbird, 10; Brown Thrasher, 6; Zmerican Robin,
53; Hermit Thrush, 5; Eastern Bluebird, 82; Golden-crovned Kinglet, 13;

crovned Yarbler, 4; Migront Shrike, 9; Myrtle Tarbler, 730; Palm Varbler, 3;
House Sperrow, 35; Bastern Mendowlark, 326; Red-winged Blnckbird, 337;

Purple Grackle, 15; Brown-hended Cowbird, 1050; Crrdinnl, 24; Americon
Goldfinch, 1l1; Eastern Towhee, 22; Savennch Sparrow, 87; Vesper Sprrrow, 4;
Slote-colored Junco, 41; American Tree Sparrow ,8; Chipping Sparrow, 7; Field
Spoarrow, 37; Lhite~croined Sparrow, 3; White-thronted Sparrow, 570; Fox Sprrrow,
2; Swamp Sparrow, 195; Song Sparrew, 2763 Snow Bunting, 22. Totol, 99 species,
rbout 61,170 individurls. ~- Mrs. Floy Burford {compiler), Mike Griffin,

Jack Perkins, Roger Ragoet, F.C. LRichardson, ...F. Rountrsy, Prul Sykes,

John ithrow, {Cepe Henry Bird Club).

T o YN,

Newport News, Va. (lleriner's luseum, larwick Park, Big Bethel
Regervoir, Sawyers Swamp Road, znd waterfront from Boat Harbor to Grendview:
woodlznds 33-1/3%, freshwater ponds end open fields 33-1/3%, waterfront 33~1/3%).
December 26; 7:00 s.m. to 1:00 p.m. Clear; temp., 28° to 40° ; very licht wind.
Six observers in three parties. Total party hours, 18 (14 on foot, 4 by car);
total party-miles, 65 (15 on foot, 50 by car). Common Loon,3; Horned Grebe, 80;
Pied-billed Grebe, 4; Great Blue Heron, 12; Caonada Goose, 27; Mallard, 61;
Black Duck, 158; ‘mericrn Tidgeon, 137; Green-winged Teal, 12; Wood Duck, 2;
Redhezd, 4; Ring-necked Duck, 38; Lesser Scaup, 36; Imerican Golden-eye, 17;
Buffle-head, 40; Old-squaw, 77;/ﬁ§8¥§cgﬁ°§88tg§i 11; Ruddy Duck, 121; Hooded
Merganser, 49; Red-breasted lNerganser, 6l1; Turkey Vulturs, 8; Sharp-shinned
Hawk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Buald Eagle, 3; Sparrow Havk, 3; Bob-white, 1;
Clopper Reil, 1; Killdeer, 39; Block-hellied Plover, 3; Red-bacited Sendpiper,
35; Semipslmcted Sandpiper, 1; Sanderling, 15; Herring Gull, 220; Ring-bilded
Gull, 855; Bonaperte's Gull, 31; Forsber's Tern, 8; Royel Tern, 1; Mourning
Dove, 10C; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellovw-shafted Flicker, 6; Downy Voodpecker, 3;
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Blue Jay, 1; American Crow, 32; Fish Crow, 1; Carolina Chickadee,51; Tufted
Titmouse, 37; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Carolina liren, 13; Mockingbird, 22;
Catbird, 1; Brown Thrasher, 2; American Robin, 6; Hermit Thrush, 5; Bastern
Bluebird, 34; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 23; Common Starling, 299; Myrtle
Warbler, 331; Pine 'larbler, 1; House Sparrow, 64; Eastern Meadowlark, 39;
Baltimore Oriole,(femzle at ““sriner's Miuseum feeding station and seen rsgulsrly
for past week); Purple Grackle, 1; Brown-headed Cowbird, 3; Cardinal, 23;
smerican Goldfinch, 10; Fastern Towhee, 20; Ipswich Sperrow, 2; Savannah
Sparrow, 72; Slate-colored Junco, 268; Field Sparro®, 35; Yhite-throated
Sparrow, 132; Fox Sparrow, 1l; Swamp Sparrow, l; Song Sparroi:, 44; Saow
Bunting, 50. Totel, 76 species; 3,950 individuals. -~ John Grey, Charles
Hacker, Sydney Mitchell, Doris D. Smith, Godfrey L. Smith, ¥%ialter Post Smith
(compiler) (Hampton Roads Bird Club).

~=-000-—=

Yorktown, Va. (same area as in previous years; morshes and river
shore 35%, deciduous woods 25%, pine woodlend 25%, open farm lands 15%). -
January 2; 6:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Clear; temp. 27° to 60°; wind S¥, 1-15 m.p.h.;
ground bere water open. IEight observers in four perties, Totul party hours,
25 (25 on foot, 10 by csr); totzl party miles 179 (19 on foot, 160 by car).
Common Loon, l; Horned Gre e, 429; Fied-billed Grebe, 15; Graat Blue Heron, 16;
Canede Goose, 77; Mallard, 7; Zlack Duck, 6; Gadwall, 34; Pintail, 99;
Creen-winged Tesl, 12; Ameriecan "idgeon, 26; Ring-necked Duck, 21; Convas-
bacl, 291; Scaup, 723; Golden-eye, 193; Buffle-head, 215; Ruddy Duck, 951;
Hooded Mergsmser, 17; American Merganser, 64; Red-breasted Merganser, 25;
Turkey Vulture, 24; Black Vulture, 16; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Red-tailed
Howk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk,l; Rough-legged Hawk, 2 {F.R.S.); Bald Eagle, 7;
Marsh Heswk, 2; Perigrine Falcon, 1 (R.J.B.); Sparrow Hawk, 1; Bob-white, 9;
Killdeer, 125; Vilson's Snipe, 2; Red-backed Sandpiper, 2; Sanderling, 150;
Herring Gull, 1G5; Ring-billed Gull, 10l; Mourning Dove, 41; Belted Kingfisher,
15; Yellow-shaTted Flicker, 32; Pileated Woodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Woodpecker,
18; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 5; Hairy Voodpecker, 1; Dommy Woodpecicer, 19; (107
Eastern Phoebe, 3; Blue Jay, 1; American Crow,32; Fish Ceow,l; Carolina Ghickadee.]
Tufted Titmouse, 26; Vhite-breasted Nuthatch, 5; Brown Crecper, 14; linter
Jren, 6; Corolina ‘ren, 117; Mockingbird, 62; Catbird, 2; Brown Thrasher, 5;
Eastern Rokin, 78; Hermit Thrush, 15; Eastern Bluebird, 102; Golden-crowned
Kinglet, 122; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 8; American Fipit, 10; Loggerhezd Shrike,
1l; Cogmon Starling, 213; Myrtle Vlarbler, 657; Pine Jarbler, 11:; House Sparrow,
43; Lastern Meadowlark, 138; Red-winged Blackbird, 1214; Brotm-headed Cowbird,
99; Cardinal, 104; Purple Finch, 9; American Goldfinch, 92; ¥astern Towhee, 36;
Savannah Sparrow, 25; Seaside 3Sparrowu, 3 (R.J.B.); Slate-colored Junco, 351;
Field Sparrow, 31; White-throated Sparrow, 519; Fox Sparrow, 20; Swamp
Sperrov, 31; Song Sparrow, 105. Total species 83; totzl individuals sbout 8309.--
R.J. Beasley, John Grey (compilcr), Melvin Hathamaey, Duke Howard, Norman Pope,
Fred R. Scott, Welter P. Smith, Charles k. Stevens.

«==000-~-~
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Toano, Va. (James City County between Rt. 168 and York River,
bounded on north by Ware Creek, and on south by Schiminoe Creek; river front 50%,
marshes and swamps 15%, fresh-water ponds, 5%, woodlands 20%, open farmlands
10%). January 1, 7:30 a.ms to 4:30 p.m. Clear; temp. 30° to 54°, wind SW
light; ground bare, water open. One bbserver on foot, 9 hours, 15 miles.
Horned Grebe, 2; Pied-billed Grebe, 3; Great Blue Heron, 2; Mallard, 50; Black
Duck, 506; Ring-necked Duck, 13; Canvas-back, 41; Lesser Scaup, 31, Golden-cye,
32; Buffle-head, 20; Ruddy Duck, 21; Hooded Merganser, 1; Red-breasted
Mergenser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 10; Black Vulture, 1l; Red-tailed Howk, 1; Bald
Zagle, 1; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 3; Virginia Rail, 3; Sora, 10; Wilson's
Snipe, 1; Herring Gull, 10; Ring-billed Gull, 2; Screech Cwl, 1; Saw-whet Ovwl,
l; Belted Kingfisher, 1l; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 13; Pilcated Woodpecxer, 1;
Red-bellied Yoodpecker, 1; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1l; Phocbe, 2; Horned
Lark, 48; American Crow, 30; Carolina Chickadee, 15; Tufted Titmouse, 3;
Winter Viren, 2; Carolina Viren, 26; Mockingbird, 5; Cetbird, 1l; Brouwn Thrashcr,l;
Bastern Robin, 37; Bluebird, 10; Golden-crovmed Kinglet, 10; Ruby-crormed
Kinglet, 4; American Pipit, 5; Cedar Waxuing, 6; Loggerhcad Skrike, 2; Common
Starling, 10; Myrtle Yarbler, 12; Toustc Sparrow, 9; lMecadowlark, 130; Red-
winged Blackbird, 34; Cardinal, 10; Dickeisscl, 1 (fcmale at feeding tray with
sparrous - identity checked by Joun Grey); Americen Goldfineh, 5; Savannah
Sparrow, ©; Slate-colored Junco, 120; Field Sparrowv, 38; "hitc-breaste
Sparrov, 40; Fox Sparrow, l; Swamp Sparrow, 23; Song Sparrowv, 8. Total species,
83; total individuals, 1415. Iuring the dates of the Christmas Count, and in
the 15 mile cirecle, a female Baltimore Oriole was secon at the feeding tray of
Geraldine Claiborne in Willizmsburg; obscrved on Deccmber 23-25 at the same
time 2 similar bird was sccn at Newport News 25 miles away (J.H. Grey). --
R. Bruoce McCartney.

-=~000=-~

Surry, Ve, (south side of Jomes River Trom Scotland to Rushmere,
ineluding Hog Islend State Wildlife Refuge, Surry, and Bacons Castle; open
farmiand 15%, woodland 50%, hedgerows and brushy fields 5%, marshes and river
shore 30%). — January 1: 6:45 e.m. to 5:15 p.m. Fair; temp. 30C to 54°;
wind 37, 10~30 m.p.he; ground bare, some marshes partially frozen. Thres
observers in 1 and 2 parites. Totsl party-hours, 13% (12 on foot, 1% by car)},
total perty-miles, 71 (6 on foot, 65 by car). Horned Grebe, 2; Great Blue
Heron, 11; Canada Goose, 500 (est.); Snow Gooss, 3; Blue Goocse, 1; Mallarg,
283 (250 est., 33); Black Duck, 205; Gadwall, 3; Green-winged Teal, 99;
Blue-winged Teal, 2 (F.R.S.); Redhead, 300 (est.); Canvas-back, 400 (est.);
scaup (sp.), 17; Buffle-head, 1; Ruddr Duclk, 072 (9CO est., 179); .iierican
Merganser, 30; Red-breasted Merganser, 14; Turkey Vulture, 28; Black Vulture,
4; Shorp-shinned Havk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Bald Eagle, 1; Marsh Hawk, 3;
Sparrow Hawk, §; Bob-vhite, 7; American Coot, 1; Killdeer, 51; Yilson's
Snipe, 1; Herring Gull, 2; Ring-billed Gull, 78; Kourning Dove, 15; Barred
Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 4; Pileated '‘oodpecker, 1;
Red-bellied "oodpecker, 1l; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Downy Vioodpecker, 3;

Blue Jay, l; Americun Crow, 48; Carolina Chickades, 17; Vhite-brecasted Nuthateh,
2; Brown-heazded Nuthatch, 9; Winter Viren, 1; Carolina ''ren, 8; Mockingbird, 12;
Catbird, l; fmerican Robin, &; Hermit Thrush, 1; Bastern Bluebird, 18;
Goléen-crovned Hinglet, 36; Rubyv-crowned Kinglet, 3; Loggerhead Shrike, 7

Common Starling, 342 (250 est., 92); Myrtle Varbler, 135; Dastern Meadomlark, 2;
Red~winged Blackbird, 1250 (est.); Rusty Blackbird, 21; Purple Grackle, 20;
Bromm-headed Covbird, 30; Cardinal, 21; fmericen Goldfinch, 1; Slate-colored
Junco, 56; Field Sparrov, 1l; " hite-throated Sparrow, 64; Fox Sparrow, 5;

Swamp Sparrov, 5; Song Sparrow, 30. Total, 68 species; about 5314 individusls. --
R.J. Beasley, F.R. Scott, C.C, Steirly.
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Waverly, Va. (seme area as lest year, viz. an srea adjacent to
Spring Branch between Road 635 and Bryant's Pond, 13.3% along ereek through
hardwood bottomlznd, fields 8.4%, field edges and thickets 16.1%, pine
forest 20%, hardmood forest 51%, pond edges (swamp) 4.5%). - December 27,
1953, 7:30 a.n. to 2:30 p.ms (lunch in woods). Total hours afield, 7.
Mileage 4.4, all on foot. Temperature 250 to 480 (ice on most of pond).
lieather clear. Mallard, 1; Turkey Vulture, 4; Red-tailed Hawk,l; Red-shoulilered
Hawk, 2; Llourning Dove, l; Flicker, 4; Pileated Vioodpecker, 3; Red-bellied
Yoodpecksr, 8; Red~headed Woodpecker, 1l; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 4;Hniry Voodpecl-

?Oﬁ%gipecker, ¢; Phoebe, 2; Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 66, Carolina Chickadee, 27; =-©T, 25

Tufted Titmouse, 10; 'hite-breasted Muthatch, 4; Brown-headed Muthatch, 4;
Winter Wren, 7; Carolina Viren, 7; lockingbird, 2; BErown Thrasher, 2; Blusbirgd,
12; Golden-crommed Kinglet, 8; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 6; Loggerhead Shrike, 1;
Starling, 6; lyrtle arbler, 10; FPine Verbler, 1; English Sparrow, 2;
Redwing, 39; Rusty Blackbird, 4; Cardinal, 8; Goldfinch, 47; Towhee, 11;
Slate-colored Junce, 17; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 71; Svwamp Sparrow, 16; Song
Sparrow, 6. Total, 4C specigés and 439 individuals. Observed in area on day
prior to census 1 Barred 01 and 1 Brown Creeper. The purpose of this census
was to examine a logicel unit of area, the drainage crea of Spring Branch,
rather than to visit widely scattered habitats for the scke of a big hit. —
C.C. Steirly.

Januery 5, 1954 - 4 Whistling Svan has been observed on Sunken Mersh Pond (Surry
County) on Deccmber 3 end 29 in the seme place where one was seon last year.
J.2. Bryant reports two at the Hog Island Refuge in Surry County on December 8.

-=-000=--

Eopewell, Va. (Presquile National Wildlife Refuge, Curles Neck,
Richmond Battlefield Park, Shirley, leadowville, =znd Hopewell; this area replaces
the Richmond, Va., count begun in 1944; open farmland 30%, brushy fields 10%,
marshes and river shore 10%, deciduous wooded swamp 10%, pine ar mixed woodland
4055) » ~ January 3; 5 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Overcast with rain.in early morning,
rartly cloudy rest of day; temp. 43° to 500; wind SW, 7-25 m.D.h,; ground bare,
waeter open. Four observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours, 28 (20 on foot,
3% by car, 4% by boat); totzl party-miles, 130 (12 on foot, 112 by car, 6 by
boat). Fied-billed Grebe, 5; Great Blue Heron, 77; American Egret, 2(CE.S.);
Canada Goose, 4600 (est.); Snow Goose, 1; Blue Goose, 1; lellard, 675 (est.);
Black Duck, 3328 (30C est., 36); Gadwall, 2; Lmerican Vidgeon, 122; Pintail, 49;
Green-winced Teal, 4; Shoveller, 1l; Wood Duck, 75 (est. by Mr. & Mrs. J.D.);
scaup (sp.), 11; Ruddy Duck, 112; American Merganser, 13; Turkey Vulture, 46;
Black Vulture, 14; Red-tailed Hawlk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, 8; Bald Zagle, B;
Marsh Hawk, 5; Sparrow Hawk, 10; Bob-white, 18; Killdeer, 4; Uilson's Snive, 1;
Herring Gull, 6; Ring~billed Gull, 494; llourning Dove, 36; Horned Owl, 1;
Barred Owl, 2; Short-eared Owl, 1 (JD); Belted Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 29; Tileated Woodpeciker, B; Red-~bellied Voodpecker, 12; Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, 3; Hairy Voodpeciier, 4; Downy Voodpecker, 14; Eastern FPhocbe, &;
Horned Lark, 3; Blue Jay, 12; American Crow, 88; Carolina Chickadee, 53;
Tufted Titmouse, 23; Thite-breasted Nuthateh, 6; Brown Crecper, 3; Vinter
Wren, 8; Carolinc "lren, 42; lMockingbird, 37; Brown Thrasher, 4; ‘fmerican Robin,
314; Herrit Thrush, 4; Dastern Bluebird, 6%2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 64;
Rubv-erowned Kinglet, 8; Vater Pipit, 2; Cedar VWaxwing, 244; Loggerhead Shrike,
15; Common Starling, 169; Myrtle arbler, 69; Pine Warbler, 3; House Sparrowu,
50; Eastern leadovlark, 239; Ked-vinged Blackbird, 52; Cardinal, 144; Purple
Finch, 7; American Goldfinch, 41; Eastern Tovhee, 20; Savannah Sparrow, 2;
Slate-colored Junco, 425; American Tree Sporrou, 8 (C.E.S.); Field Sparrow, 62;
ite-throated Sparrow; 281; Fox Sparrow, 2; Svamp Sparrow, 23; Song Sparrov, 71.
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Total, 78 species; sbout €487 individw.ls. —— *r. 'nd Irg. Jokn Delime,
.4, Scott, C.Z. Stevens, Tr.

~=~000m-~

Ft. Belvoir, Va. (thet area of Fairfex County along the Potomne
River bounded by Litthle .untlng Creek at Mt. Vernon on the north, Powelli's
Creek below VWoodbridge on the south, and that area within & 7%—mile radius of
llasont's Neck). - January 3; 6:15 z.m. to 4:30 p.m. Overcast, intermittent rain
sprinikles in a.m., cleerlng at 11 a,m, with brisk NV winds; temp. 35° to 550;
wind MW to 117, 5 to 30 m.p.hi. Ground bare, marshes partly frozen but all
fresh water open. Tweﬁtj—one observers in € parties; total party-hours, 118,5
(107 on foot, 11.5 by car), total party-miles 244.5 (94.5 on foot, 150 by e¢nx).
Common Loon, 1; Horned Grebe, 1; Pied-billed Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 10;
Canada Goose, 3C; lMallard, 26; Black Duck, 469; Pintail, 10; Redhead, 1;
Seaup, 72 (Greanter); imerican Golden-eye, 2; Bufflehend, 200; Ruddy Du&k B
Imericen kerganser, 130; Red-breasted Mergaonser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 52; S\P
shinned Hawi, 1; Cooperts Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Hawk, 10; Red-shouldered lavwlk, 11;
Rough-lecged Hawk, 1; Bald Iagle, 18; Marsh Hawk, 5 05 prey, 1 (P.2.D. et all;
Spzrrow Hawk, 5; Bob-vhite, 84 ’6 coveys)' Vzrglnwu Ra: l, 4; Killdeer, 1i08B;
Wilson's Snipe, 2; Herring Gill, 44; Ring-billed Gull, 527; Bonsparte's Gull,
1; Mourning Dove, 290; Great Zorned Ovl, 4; Barred 0“1 4; Belted Kingfisher, 8;
Flicker, €4; Pileated Toodpecicer, 5; Red bolll 'oodpu ker, 26; Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, 4; Hairy TWoodpccker, 21; Domny Toodpecker, 74; Phocbe, 1; Blue Jay,
264; Crow, 282; Fish Crow, 11; Carolina Chickagdece, 251, Tufted Titmouse, 152;
White-breasted Nuthateh, 60; Reod-breasted Nuthateh, 1; Brovm Creeper, 38;
Winter Vren, 39; Carolina ‘iren, 200; Long-billed Marsh Vren, 4; Mockingbird, 74;
Catbird, 1; Rooln, 584 ; T1Lr“’i*‘ Thrush, 11; Bluebird, ©1; Golden-crowned Kinglet,
179; Ruby-crovned Kinglet, Z; Cedar Vaxwing, 110; Stuvllni, 2,963; Mvrtlc
Warbler, 111; Palm Warbler, 2 (Western); Yellow—tnroat, 1; A‘rllsh Sparrow,
144; leadowlark, 107; Red-wing, 713; Rusty Blackbird, 260; Furple Gracicie, 22;
Cowbird, 11; Cardinal, 1@9; Purple Finch, 33; Pine Siskin, l; Goldfinch, 330;
Towhee, 16; Vesper Sparrow, 5; Slate-colored Junco, 1,1¢5; Tree S*arro., 188;
Field Sparrow, 300; ‘hite-crowned Sparrow, -14; White-throated Sparrow, 416;
Fox Sparrow, 2; Swamp Sparro-, l08; Song Sparrow, 179. Total, 85 species;
11,982 individuals. (Seen in aree January 4, Black Vulture, 2.) -- J.M. Aibbott
(compiler), I.R. Barnes, S. Briggs, R. Caswell, P.i. Dulont, P.G. Dudont,
J. Fisher, I.. Gilbert, G. Golding, C. Gregg, J. Hailman, E, Hall, E. ayward
D. Kankle, . Mull, L. Oring, C. Sigel, He Sutton, k. Thomas, J. Vabson,
JeXa ‘..l‘lgll‘t.

-~-000~--~

Brooke, Va, (triangular area with Brooke, Widewater and mouth of
Potomac Creek at the 3 apices; waterfront 28%, marsh 5%, fields 7%, hedgze-
rows 167, mixed Torest edse 33%, slash 4 %, deciduous woods 3%, pine woods 4%).
December 27; 7:30 a.ms to 5 p.m. Fair except for wispy clouds in ¢.m.; temp.
22° to 389; slight northeast breeze in late p,m.; ground bare; water open,
except that tidal creeks had thin coating of ice in more sheltered bays.
Nine observers in 5 parties. Total party hours, 38 (36 on foot, 2 by car);
total perty miles, 29 (24 on foot, £ by car). Common Loon, 3; Horned Grebe, 5;
Pied-billed Grebe, 5; Great Blue Heron, 9; "histling Swan, 290; Cenada Coose,
250; Mallard, 60; Black Duck, 900; Gadwall, 2; American Widgeon, 14; Pintail, 4;

3
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Green-winged Teal, l; Canvasback, 50; Ledser (?) Scaup, 220; American Golden-
eye, 7; Bufflehead, 13; 0ld Sguaw, 2; Ruddy Duck, 10;000; Hooded Merganser, 1;
/merican lierganser, 115; Red-breasted lerganser, 150; Turkey Vulture, 6;

Black Vulture, 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Red-shouldered
Hawk, 1; Bald Zagle, 8; llarsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 3; Bob-white, 16;

Vizginia Rail, 1; Killdeer, 19; Wilson's Snipe, 16; Herring Gull, 200; Ring-
billed Gull, 125; llourning Dove, 75; Barred Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 7;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 21; Pileated VWoodpecker, 5; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 14;
Red~headed Vioodpecker, 8; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hairy Voodpecker, 4;
Dovmy Woodpecker, 25; Phoebe, 5; Blue Jay, 60; American Crow, 85; Fish Crow, 1;
Carolina Chickadee, 35; Tufted Titmouse, 20; White-breasted Nuthatch, 11;
Red-breasted Nuthatch, &; Brown Creeper, 2; Winter Viren, 6; Bewick's “ren, 1
(Fiv3.C.; previously seen and identified on November 11 and 29 by E.T.M., T.B.N.
and 7.W.R.); Carolina Vren, 42; Mockingbird, 45; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 25;
Hermit Thrush, B; Bluebird, 50; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 26; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, 1; Cedar Vaxwing, 30; Loggerhead Shrike, 1l; Starling, 200; lMyrtle
Jarbler, 50; House Sparrow, 20; Meadowlark,50; Red-wing, 250; Purple Grackle, 4;
Cardinal, 95; Purple Finch, 1C; Pine Siskin, 15; American Goldfinch, 90; Tovhes,
8; Savannah Sparrow, 8; Slate-colored Junco, 320; Tree Sparrow, 100; Field
Sparrov, 20; "hite-throated Sparrov, 270, Swamp Sparrow, 18; Song Srarrow, 200.
Total, 84 species, cbout 14,923 individuals. -- C.A. Anderson, A.A. Baker,

R.S. Camnon, Jr. #1llan B. Griggs, Edwin T. McKnight (compiler), Thomas B. Iolaxn,
7.%. Rubey, Robert L. Smith, Robert L. Talleace,

~—-000~~-

Charlottesville, Va. (same area as in previous years including
reservoir and Red Hill pond; farmland 25%, river-vottom 25;%, lakes and ponds
25%, deciduous woods 20%, pine woods 5%). - December 26; 6:15 r.m. to 5 p.m.
Fair; temp. 25° to 569; wind W, 0-25 rm.p.h. Some ice on river and ponds.,

Seven observers in 4 parties in a.m., 3 observers in 3 parties in p.m.

Totzl party-hours, 34; (305 bun foot, 4 by car); total party-miles, 121 (21

or foot, 90 by car). Mallerd, 31; Black Duck, 100; Canvas-back, 11; Ruddy

Duck, 2; American berganser, 3; Turkey Vulture, 170; Black Vulture, 1086;
Sherp-shinned Hawk, 1; Cooper's Hamk, 2; Red-tailed Hark, 3; Sparvow 'k, 3;
Bob-white, 16 (2 coveys); Killdeer, 6; Mourning Dove, 49; B&lted Xingfisher, 4;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 4; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Red-bellied Toodpscker, 12;
Yellow-bvellied Sapsucker, 1l; Downy Woodpecker, 22; Dastern Phoebe, 4; Horned
Larlk, 75; Blue Jay, 85; American Crow, 591; Fish Crow, 7; Carolina Chickadee, 895;
Tufted Titmouse, 41; '"hite-breasted Nuthatch, 19; Red-breasted Nathateh, 2;

Browm Creeper, 4; Winter Vren, 4; Carolina liren, 32; Mockingbird, 48; American
Robin, 1; Hermit Thrush, 3; Zastern Bluebird, 92; Golden-crovmed Kinglet, 62;
Cedar Wexwing, l4; Loggerhead Shrike, 7; Conmon Starling, 979; lyrile Varbler,
21; House Sparrow, 1ll; Sastern Meadowlark, 96; Red-winged Blackbird, 1;

Jardinal, 166; Purple Finch, 6; Zlmerican Goldlrinch, 91; Slate-colored Junco,

526; American Tree Sparrow, 85; [ield Sparrow, 48; "hite-crotned Sparro., 6,
mite-throated Sparrow, 71; Fox Sparrow, 1; Song Sparrov 68, Total, b4 species;
3202 individuals. - Mrs. Colgate Darden, Mrs. Charles 0. Gregory, Daovig P.
Gregory, Judith Gregory, Kenneth Larless, William . Minor, Charles L. Stevens, Jr.

~--000--~-
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Warren (Albemarle Qg,), Va. (same area as in previocus years plus
Hardware River from Jgfferson's Mill to Cartier's Bridge and minus Red Hill;
open farmland 45%, river-bottom 35%, deciduous woods 15%, pine woods 5%). -
December 27; 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Partly cloudy; temp. 26° to 470; wind
negligible. ¥Your observers in 3 parties in a.m., 4 parties in p.m. Total
party-hours, 33+ (284 afoot, 5 by car); total party-miles 144 (34 afédot, 110
by car); Mallard, 10; Black Duck, 1l; Lesser Scaup, 1; Ruddy Duck, 1; Turkey
Vulture, 2¢; Black Vulture, 50; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Cooper's Hawlk, 1;
Red-tailed Hawk, 11; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Rough-legged Hawk, 1 (dark phase -
K.L.); Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 17 (2 coveys and a single); Killdeer, 13;
lMourning Dove, 284; Belted Kingfisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 15; Pileated
TWoodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Voodpecker, 22; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hairy
Toodpecker, 13; Dowvny Woodpecker, 34; Lastern Phoebe, 10; Horned Lark, 7;
Blue Jay, 44; American Crow, 538; Carolina Chickadee, 98; Tufted Titmouse, 34;
White-breasted MNuthatch, 22; Red-breasted Nuthateh, 1; Brown Creeper, 1l; /inter
Tren, 2; Carolina "ren, 43; lockingbird, 51; American Robin, 8; Hermit Thrush,
5; Eastern Bluebird, 100; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 38; Cedar Vaxwing, 54;
Loggerhead Shrike, 13; Common Starling, 390; Myrtle ‘arbler, 62; House Sparrot,
25; Eastern Meadowlark, 42; Red-winged Blackbird, 1; Cardinal, 216; Furple
Finch, 29; American Goldfinch, 44; Slate-colored Junco, 507; American Tree
Sparrow, 38; Field Sparrov, 34; White-crowned Sparrow, 12; Vhite-throated
Sparrow, 124; Svamp Sparrow, 4; Song Sperrow, 67. Total, 55 species;
3187 individuals. -- Kcnneth Lavless, William ¥, Minor, Charles . Stevens, Jr.,
Robert J. TWatson.

RS T

Sweet Briar, Va. (Sweet Briar property and adjacent area, radius
of l%—miles; open fields 30%, scrub 30%, brushy creek bottoms 25%, mixed wood-
land 10%, lake edge 5%). - Jenuary 3; 8:30 a.n. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. Partly cloudy all day with 2 showers in the morning; temp. 350 to
400; NW wind at 15 m.p.h. Ground bare; ponds unfrozen, Six observers in 1
party in a.m., Tive observers in 1 party in p.m. Total party-hours, 7
(65 by foot, % by car); total party-miles, 16 (6 by foot, 10 by car). Turkey
Vulture, 13; Black Vulture, 8; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Mourning
Dove, 2; Flicker, 29; Pileated 'Joodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Vioodpecker, 5;
Yellom-bellied Sapsucker, 4; Domny VWocdpecker, 6; Phoebe, 2; Blue Jay, 6;
Crow, 73; Carolina Chickadee, 21; Tufted Titmouse, 11; “hite-breasted Nuthatch,
16; Uinter Vren, l; Carolina Vren, 4; Mockingbird, 22; Robin, 81; Bluebird, 17;
Golden~crovned Kinglet, 3; Ruby-crovmed Kinglet, 3; ligrant Loggerhead Shrike,
1; Starling 48; Myrtle VWarbler, 9; English Sparrow, 19; lieedowlark, 2; Furple
Grackle, 5; Covbird, 2; Cardinel, 36; Goldfinch, 3; Tovhee, 1; Slate-colored
Junco, 38; Field Sparro=, 7; White-crowned Sparrow, 39; 'hite-throated Sparrow,
16; Svamp Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 17. Total, 3¢ species; about 578 individuals.
The wind kept most of the small birds under cover. -- Samiel B. Cuss, David
Guss, George Hettrick, Gertrude Prior, Miss Florence Hague, Miss Edith Hague,
John /ithrov (compiler).

-~=000--—



Page 17 THE RAVEN January, 1954

Lynchburg, Va, (Collese Lake, up Blackwater =nd Tomahawk Creeks to
Graves' }Mill, Riverside Park, Jemes River =t Six Mile Bridge, :u ort). -
Decewber 26; 7:30 @#.m, to 5 p.m. Clear; temp. 34° to 53°; wind to W3 ,
6-24 mep.i.; ground bare; lakes mostly Trozen over, streams open. Six
observers in one party. Seven miles on foot, 48 by car. Pied-billed Grebe, 2;
Great Blue Heron, 2; Lesser Scaup, 1; Turkey Vulture, 11; Black Vulture, 15;
Cooper's Hewk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Bob-white, 18; Killdeer, 1;
Belted Kingfisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Bllcmer, 8; Pileated Woodpecker, 3;
Red-bellied Toodpecker, 4; Yellow~bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hairy Voodpscker, 1;
Dowvny Toodpecker, 7; Kastern Phoebe, 4; Horned Lark, 4; Blue Jay, 5; fmerican
Crow, 110 (95 est.); Carolina Chickadee, 18; Tufted Titmouse, 12; Thite-
breasted Muthatch, 6; Vinter YWren, 4; Cerolins Vren, 8; Mockingbird, 4; Hermit
Thrush, 3; Eastern Bluebird, 21; Golden-crowvned Kinglet, 5; Ruby-crovned
Kinglst, 3; Common Starlln;, 122 (100 est.); Myrtle Varbler, 5; Falm Tarbler, 1;
House Sparrow, 2; Cardinal, 26; Purple Finch, 8; Pine Siskin, 2; fmerican
Coldfineh, 42; Zastern Towhee, 2; Savannah Sparrow, 3; Slate-colored Junco, 71;
Field Sru_ro., 19; White-throated Sparrow, 36; Swamp Sparrow, 9; Songz Sparrow,
26. Total, 45 species, 680 individuals, (Snowy Ovl cantured barchanded by
man in Bedford County, Dec. 20,) -- Larry L. Farmer, Fuskin 3. Freer, compiler,
Robert H. Giles, Jr., lelvin Mitehell, Jr., M.B. Tillotson, lr. and Irs. T4,
Wiltshire, Jr.

(Not submitted for publication in Audubon Ficld Notes, but sent to
Raven and to NAS for filing.)

~~=000===

Pesks of Otter, Va. December 27; lowlands between the twin peaks
along Little Stony Creek. The site, astride the Botetourt-Bedford county line,
is primarily open grasslands bordered by forested slopes. OSpecies: Chickadee,18;
Crow, 7; Goldfinch, 7; Cardinal, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Song Sparrow, 2; Downy
Woodrpecker, 2; Brown CreOper, 2; Golden-crovned Kiuulet 1; Slate-colored
Junco, 1., =~-~ William G. Lord.

~—~ 000---

Shenandoah National Park, Va. (Same area as in last 3 years; 7% mile
radius centering on Skyland, altitudes 1000-3680 feet). -~ December 30; 8:45 a.m,
to 5 p.ms Partly cloudy and cloudy; temp. 379 to 530; little or no wind; zround
bare. One observer. Total hours, 7 (4 on foot, 3 by car); total miles, 72
(2 on Toot, 7C by car). Turkey Vulture, 55; Black Vulture, 20; Red-tailed Hawk,
2; Ruffed Grouse, 1; Pileeted 'oodpecker, 1; Downy VWoodpecker, 3; Common
Raven, 9; American Crow, 18; Carolina Chickadee, 13; Tufted Titmouse, 5;
Carolina llren, 6; American Robin, 1; Cardinal, 13; Americar Goldfinch, 18;
Slate~-colored Junco, 27; American Tree Sparrow, 4; "hite-throated Sparrow, 7;
Fox Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, l. Total, 19 species; 206 individuals. (Heard
in area Dec. 29: Horned Owl, l.) -- Paul G. Favour, Jr. (Park Naturalist)

---000~--

Harrisonburg, Va. (Waterman Wood to Tide ;rrinf, a total distance
of 12 miles inc luding oak- hlcxorj*1u 1iper-pine woodlot 60%, osk-hickory vood-
lot 10%, & small village bordering co;logo campus 10%, juniper-pine wastelcnd
5%, pasture field and fence rous 15 5%)« Small pond in oak-hickorv woodlot.
Clear, light frost, 1ce on pools. December 26; 8:10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Temp. at stert, 250; at noon 459; at close, 43°9. Wind from south 5-10 m.d.h.,
increasing throughout the day. Two observers vorking within calling dlst‘ncc.
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Total party hours, 11. Turkey Vulture, 112 Black Vulture, 2; Red-tailed Hawlk,
5; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 20; Mourning Dove, 1l1; Flicker, 6; Pileated
Woodpecker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Vloodpecker, 5; Bilue Jay, 5; Crow, 80;
Carolina Chickadee, 38; Tufted Titmouse,2l; White-breasted MNuthatch, 13;
llockingbird, 24; Bluebird, 5; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Cedar Waxwing, 23;
Sterling, 288; liyrtle Warbler, 12; English Sparrow, 105; Meadowlark, 15;
Cardinal ,3}; Purple Finch, 4; Goldfinch, 34; Slate-colored Junco, 90; Tree
Sparrow, 6; Field Sparrow, 4; White-throated Sparrow, 1i. Total, 30 species;
988 individuvals. -- Daniel B. Suter, Fred Brunk.

---000---

Lexinpton, Va. (Same territory as last year). - December 28;
7 2,7 to 5 p.m. Overcast; Semp. 34° to 45°; no wind; ground frozen, thawing
in afternoon; ponds frozen, streams mostly oper. Totel party-hours, 2¢
(26 on foot, 3 by car); total party-miles, 103 (31 on foot, 72 by car).,
Great Blue Heron, 1; Mallard, 17; Black Duck, 1; American Widgeon, 2;
Turkey Vulture, 66; Bleck Vulture, 8; Sharp-shinned Howk, 1; Cooper's Haul, 1;
Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 6; Bob-white, 25; Killdeer, &; "ilson's
Snipe, 4; Mourningz Dove, 50; Screech Owl, 1l; Great Horned Owl, 2; Kingfisher,
3; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 11; Pilcated Vioodpecker, 9; Red-headed Toodrecker, 10;
Red-bellicd "oodpecker, 13; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Dovmy Woodpecker, 15;
Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Fhocbe, 4; Horned Lark, 34; Blue Jay, 131;Raven,l;Cirow,558;
Appalachian Chickadee, 2; Carolinn Chickadee, 87; Tufted Titmouse, 49; "hite-
breasted MNuthatch, 13; Carolina "ren, 38; Mockingbird, 954; Hermit Thrush, 1;
Bluebird, 41; Golden-crovnecd Xinglet, 20; Ruby-crowned finglet, 2; Cedar
Jaxving, 16; Migrant Shrikc, 6; Starling, 523; Myrtle Warbler, 16; House
Sparrow, 233; Meadowlark, 79; Rusty Blackbird, 11; Cerdinal, 221; Purple
Fineh, 19; Goldfinch, 54; Towhce, 3; Junco, 120; Tree Sparrow, 4; Field
Sparrow, 1l; Vhite-crowned Sparrow, 67; ‘hite-throated 3parrow, 92; Song
Sparrow, 19. Total, 56 species; 2775 individuals. -- Houston Barclay,
R.P. Carroll, Robert Carroll, Jr., Anne Carroll, David Foster, John Letcher,
JoJ+ Murray (compiler), Dickson Vardell Murray, 4.B. Niemeyer, Robert O.
Paxton, Charles Ritchey, Joshua Vomeldorf.

~ =000~~~

Roanoke, Va. December 26. Territory same as last year. Temp. 320
to 50%; wind calm up to 25 mepsh. In the field from B:00 a.m, to 3:00 p.m.
Great Blue Heron, l; Black Duck, 10; Turkey Vulture, 5; Kingfisher, 1;
Flicker, 1; Downy Vooodpecker, 1; Phoeve, 1; Prairie Horned Lark, 5; Blue Jay, 2;
Crow, 8; Carolina Chickadee, 16; V/hite-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Carolina Uiren, 3;
WMockingbird, 5; Loggerhead Shrike, 1; Starling, 110; Inglish Sparrow, 586;
Vsadowlark, &; Cardinal, 20; Goldfinch, 12; Tufted Titmouse, 2; Field Sparrow,
12; Junco, 40; White~orowned Sperrow, 7; hite-throated Sparrow, 10; Song
Sparrow, 9. Total species, 26; totel number, 348. -~ A.0. English,
Jr. Perry F. Kendig.

-——000---

Blacksburg (lMontgomery County), Va. (V.P.I. Campus and farm, wooded
residential areas on sast and north edge of town, Brush llountain cnd Toms
Creek to "hitethorne Station, Strubles Creek to New River, New River from
mouth of Strubles Creek to Giles County line; pasture and plowed land 20%,
towmn ond suburbs 10%, virgin white osgk woodlots 20%, mixed pine and oak woodz
2075, river and creek bottom 30%. - December 29; 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
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Overcast; temp. 40° to 479; wind, none; ground bare; ponds mostly covered with
jcc. Thirtocn observors in 6 partles. Total party-hours, 43 (405 on foot,

2% by car) s party-miles, 105 (45 fo 0
v O Dt s TRk i® e £9901 P W 9 tcan iageon, 66

(60%, 6); Pintail, 8; Ring-necked Duck 2; scaup (sp ), 9; Buffle-head, 21;
Hooded Mergenser, 16; Cooper's Hawk, 3; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Pigeon Hawk, 2
(£.L.D.); Sparrow Hawk, 5; Bob-white, 11 (1 covey); Killdeer, 6; Wilson's
Snipe, 2; Mourning Dove, 13; Screech Owl, 2; Barred Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher,
7; Ie110w~shafted Flicker, 21 Pileated doodpecker, 10; Red bellied Woodpecker,
13; Red-~-headed Woodpecker, 6; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 4; Hairy Woodpecicer, 3;
Downy Woodpecker, 47; Eastern Phoebe, 3; Horned Lark, 96; Blue Jay, 142;
ﬁmerican Crow, 185; Carolina Chickadee, 96; Tufted Titmouse, 102; White-
iasted Nuthatch, 12; Red-breasted Vuthath, 13; Brown Creeper, l; Winter 'jren,S8;
374 Mockingblrd 22; American Robin, 4; Hermlt Thrush, 1; Eastern Blue-
bird, 8; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 123; ?uby cro.ned Kinglet, 4; 'later Fipit,
25 (M.G.H., G.M,S.); Loggerhead Shrike, 5; Common Starling 665 (410%, 255);
Myrtle Warbler, 20; House Sparrow, 136; Eastern Meadowlark, 43; Cardinal,l35;
Purple Finch, 3; American Goldfinck, 198; Eastern Tovhee, 5; Slrte-colored
Junco, 184; Jmerican Tree Sparrow, 3; Field Sparrow, 62; Yhite-cro.ned
Sparrow, 79; White-throated Sparrow, 31; Fox Sparrow, 1 (4.L.D.); Song Sparrow,
73. Total, 61 species; about 2,945 individuals. -~ John Cooper, A.L. Dean,
M.G. Hale, '7.C. Kellner, R.D. McDowell, H.S. Mosby, J.W. Murray, C.7. Roane,
G.lM. Shear, Mr, and Mrs. E.A. Smyth, Jr,, Allan Smyth, Robert J. VWatson
(compiler). (Note: A correction should be made in the 1952 Blacksburg census.
The Vlestern Palm larbler listed on this census should have been recorded as a
Nashville Warbler. Dr. G.MM, Shear, who sar the bird, advises that he saw it
several times thercafter and identified it as a Nashville Warbler. This is
the same record vwhich has been referred to in the Raven, 24:42, May-June,1953.)

—==000-—~

Abingdon, Va, (ssme area as in previous years; farm land and pastures
30%, deciduous woodland BON mixed pine and deciduous woodland 20%, marsh and
ecreek bottoms 20/, lake 5&). - December 26; 6:45 a,m. to 5:00 p.m. Partly
cloudy; temp. 11© to 34° ; wind NW, 5-25 m.p.h., ponds, lakes, and streams
frozen after extended cold weather; no snow. Two observers in 1 & 2 parties.
Totel party hours, 15 (12 on foot, 3 by car); total party miles, 55 (15 on
foot, 40 by car). Mallard, 47; Black Duck, 3; Ringe~necked chx, 37; Turkey
Vulture, 8; Black Vulture, 24; Cooper's Havk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 15; Mourning
Dove, 21; Screech Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1;
Yellow bellied Sapsucker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 21; Blue Jay, 25; American
Crow, 450; Carolina Chlcxadee 76; Tufted Tltmouse, 21; Vinter \iren, 2;
Cnrolina YWren, 21; nockingbird, 14; Fastern Bluebird, 12; Golden-crovmed
Kinglet, 23; Loggerhead Shrike, 6; Common Starling, 70C; House Sparrow, 80;
iastern Meadowlark, 105; Red-winged Blackbird, 13; Cardinal, 56; American
soldfinch, 110; Eastern Tovhee, 1; Sl&te-colored Junco, 96; Field Sparrow, 46;
Thite-crowned Sparrow, 4; ‘’hite-throated Sparroi, 60; Swemp Sparrc.., 4;
Song Sparrow, 29. Total, 36 species; 2190 individaals., -- Carl F. Fleenor,
Stephen M. Russell,

~--000--~

lit. Rogers, Va. (same area as in previous yecrs; elevation range
4400 to 5719 feet; deciduous forest 40%, grassy fieids 307%, spruce-Pir forest
30%). - December 27; 6:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Clear; temp. 180 to 289; wind N/,
0-6 mep.he; little sno cxcept in sheltered spots; strezms partially frozen over.
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Four observers in two parties. Total party hours, 19.5; total party miles, 24
(all on foot). Turkey Vulture, 2; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Red-teiled Hawk, 1;

Golden Eagle, 1 (F.W.B.); Ruffed Grouse, 9; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy "ood-
pecker, 11; Blue Jay, 18; Cormon Raven, 5; American Crow, 87; chickadee (sp.),8;
Tufted Titmouse, $4; Thite-breasted Nuthatch, 18; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 81;
Brown Creeper, 4; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 5; Cardinal, 10; Pine Siskin, 200;
Mmerican Goldfinch, 67; Red Crossbill, 2; Eastern Towhee, 1; Slate-colored
Jdanco, 117. Total, 22 species; 714 individuals, -- Fred /. Behrend, Douglas 2.
Patterson, Stephen M. Russell (compiler), A. Randolf Shields,

——= 000---

SULMMARY OF 1953 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT IN VIRGINIA
by John H. Grey
In meryv ways this is our best count. There were 24 counts, recording

species, made by 127 observers, in 59 parties, working 638 hours, travelin~
04 miles, with a totnl of 153, 544 individual birds sesn.

I—'P—'
Qﬂ r{—\

Ft, Belvoir had the most observers: 21 in six parties; Blacks»hurg
had 13 in six parties, and Lexington had 12 observers. There wsre four
individual counts: Bill Lord at Peaks of Otter got 10 species; Charles Steirly
had 40 at Waverly; Fred Scott Tound 60 at Saxis on Zastern Shore and Bruce
lMcCartney got 63 at Toano for high count of the four.

HABITAT: Fresh marshes arnd river front led with 20%; followed
closely by open Tarm lands 20%; mixed woods 20%. Then came deciduous woods 1C7;
Brushy fields ard thickets 10%; pine woods 5%; fresh-water ponds 5p; open salt
bay 575 The finml 5% grouped in order of importance included swamps, sblt
marshes and shore, ocean beach and mud flats, and residential district.

WEATHER: Colder than the 1952 count period, although it blew both
hot and cold, raenging from 11 to 70 degrees. There were 13 counts that found
ice, and some found ponds and streams frozen enough to meke a difference.

Only a few had rain; some had winds ranging from 2° to 35 miles per hour. For
most of us the wind seemed to make little difference., Some felt the mild
weather kept birds quiet, especially after 10:00 a.m. Yorktown and Newport Hews
illustrate what I mean: both began with ice, and Newport NWews had some wind
vith the day remaining cold till mid-day with the result that birds in
Chesapetke Bay were near shore; vhereas Yorktown had varm weather after the
early hours, and no wind, 2and the birds must have been out in the Bay Tor they
weres not to be seen from shore. Mbt. Rogers had a little snow in sheltered
places, but others hod open ground. There had been a cold spell before the
count period, vhich froze the marshes, and probably made a difference betwecn
this year and last in the marsh groups; as to Redwings, for instance. leany
areas secm to have hed a rather poor count compared to other years, but Lt.
Rogers had its best count in somc ten winter trips.

BIRDS RECORD:D: The 154 birds were divided: 135 Regulars; 10 Casunls;
and 9 Accidentals. Compared to 1952: 138 Regulars (missing only Faleon);:
7 Casuals; fnd 7 ‘Lccidentals: total, 152.

Regulars we missed this yeer: Cormorant, Black-crowned Night Heron,
King Rail, end Laughing Gull. Casuals we recorded: Golden Eagle - first time
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on a count, an immature at Mbt. Rogers with good ldentification; Osprey; Saw-~
whet Owl; (Just missed Snowy Owl which Lynchburg revorts as captured in Bed-
ford County before the count began. Since this was suprposed to be a flight
year, we vonder if there are other records.) Tree Swallow at Chincoteagus;
Bewick's Uiren at Brooke (two other counts in the past ten years); Orange-
croned Yarbler at Chincoteague and Back Bay; Red Crossbill at Mt. Rogers;
Seagide Sperrov at Yorktown; Vesper Sparrorw at Back Bay and Ft. BelvoiA, ﬂnd
Snow Buntings at Back RBay and Newport News.

ACCIDINTALS: Blue-vinged Teal, Chincotesague and Surry; Sora, Toano
{only other winter record wos last year on the Abingdon count); Grester Yello:r-
lecs at Saxis; Lesser Yellou-legs at Chincoteague; Semipalmoted Sandpiper at
iTevport News; Common Tern {a fine record at Back Bay of vwhieh Floy Barefield
Burford vrites they had excelleat vieus many times, and Jack Perkins hod seen
them earlier many times; Crulcikshank reports 1 New York record of Decenber 4,
and Stone had a November 11 record at Cnpe lkay in their vesncc+ivo books on
these areas); Royel Tern at Newport News; Baltimore Oriole at llewport News and
Toano (ulso recorded lanst year in Nevport News ot about the same time, but
not included in the count 1952); Dickcisscl at Toano, our first winter record,
though reported north of us last yecr,

By way of comparisoni in 1952 te got these Casuals: Red-necked Grebe,
Jloodcock, Purple Sandpiper, Royal Tern, Red Crossbill, Vesnper Sparrow, and
Snow Bunting. Accicdentals: Sora, Ringed Flover, Spotted Sandpiper, Greater
Yellow=legs, Vestern Sandpiper, Gray-cheeked Thrusi, and Vilson's VWarbler
(recorded at Brooke and reported in Audubon hdf&Zl&G\

INDIVIDUAL TROVDS: Common Loons were more common than last year
but Red~throated werc scarce. Horned CGrebe abundant in tidewater arcas as
usual but inland there Tere few records. American Egret at Chincoteague,
Back Bay, and Hopewell (znd on February 7 on Jumesto:n Island) so that they
winter with us in feoir numbers cver in cold weathcr. Rountrey first reported
these at Norfolk in 1931, Snov Geese were at four plcoces and Blue Geesge in
three. Does this indicato an increase in numbers, or thc discovery of more
feeding arcas?

Mallard werc more abundant in the east than 1952 and that was an
exeellent yenr; in the centrol and west they were ohout the some, Godwall were
more common, being in six places; but Shoveller only in two- “nd Hing-necks
only in tidewater, Blacksburg, and Abingdon. Charlottesvills had a2 good
count of Canvas-backs. Golden-eyes were only in the east. Scoters this year
were curious: a single Vhite-winged in Chesapeake Bay is our onliy record of
this species on the count- whereas Surf were abundant and ‘mericarn rather
scarce. Brooke had 10,000 Ruddy, twice as many as at Back Bay; several other
vlaces got gzood counts. merga,sers appear to hiave been scarce: Hooded on
severn counts; American on seven; and Rea -breasted only on eight counts.

Birds of Prey: a good year, recording =ll we would expect, exce:t
Goshamk. Bald Jlasles only in the east. The Golden Zagle is a welcome
addition. ilarsh Hawks in the east only; Rough-legged in several places,
which may indicate a good number, or else many good cobscrvers; Falcons on
two counts; Pigeon Hawk only at B1u cxsburg.
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Rails: Apparently not as much work done in marshes, as throughout
the reports marsh habitats seem low in counts; unless there is actually a shift
in population due to ice and cold weather as compared to 1952 when marshes
were open. Toano's ten Sora are remarkable as they are supposed to leave with
frost, and marsh trappers have not found them, though often catching Virginia
Reils.

Ruffed Greuse at Mt. Rogers only. Is it a ysar of small populations?

Shorebirds: Black-bellied Plover, 34 birds, almost doudble last year;
each time reported in three places; Snipe in seven places with 32 birds in
spite of ice, compared to ten birds 1952; Red-backed Sandpiper, a high count
of 327 birds; Sanderling, 180 compared to 105 in 1852,

Gulls and Terns: Great Black-backed, only on the coast though
usually alsc at Newport News and Yorktown. Bonapartes were more common this
year, though with only three places and 74 birds (I saw 200 in & flock in
Hampton Roads before the count period - largest number recorded). Forster's
Terns, 112 ~hich is our best count. Chesapeake Bay must have been full of
them: last year only a single bird counted. Both Yellow-legs turned up.
Semipalmated Sandpiper seems to be an addition to the count list.

Ouwls: Five Screech; five Barred; Great Horned from more places than
usual; Short-eared and Saw-vhet. Much better than usual.

Woodpeckers: the 53 Pileated is encouraring compored to 35 in 1952
also 25 Red-headed in four pluces (Lexington having nearly half of these),
compeared to 26 birds in eight places last year. No Sapsuckers on the coast
this year; lots of Hairy ‘codpeckers, and, of course Dovny llocdpeckers.

Phoebe's were all the way from the coast to Blacksburg; Raven only
in two places. I@ish Crow at Ft. Belvoir, Brooke and Charlottesville were tho
only ones west of Newport News. Appalachien Chickadeec at Lexington only,
though have been found &t many other places. Ve need morc identification of
these. Red-breasted Nuthatch decidedly scarce: Ft. Belvoir, Brooke, Charlottes-
ville, Warren, then to Blacksburg, and topped off by 31 at Mt. Rogers; in 1952
we had five birds in three plasces. Brown Creeper seems scarce, total of 60,
and helf of these at Ft. Belvoir; in 1952 there were 51 birds. House Vwren
only at Back Bay, while in 1952 in five places. Long-billed Marsh Wren only
at Rack Bay and Ft. Belvoir; a short count. Catbird from Surry east; in
1952 as far west as Warren. Thrasher only from Waverly east, though in past
years to Lynchburg. Pipits at Blacksburg and Hopewell east. 'Taxwings were
scarce; Myrtles were abundant along the salt waters; Pine Warbler sixteen birds
in four places compared to thirteen in 1958, not-affected by the cold weather
evidently; FPslm Uarbler, seven birds against only three in 1952. 'latson's
note on the Blacksburg count that a bird reported in 1952 as a Palm arbler
was actually = Nashville Tarbler is most interesting. Maryland Yellowthroat
at Ft. Belvoir only, and & single bird, our lowest in severcl ears. I‘eadc -
larks were commonr everywhere. I remember a recent year at Charlottiesville
when we hunted hard to find eight as compared to 96 this year. Is this an
increase in populction? Red-wings were scarce in the east compared to last
vear; tvo counts of over a thousand: Mike Mitchell near Newport Neiws reported
a flock on January 2, a vweell 87ter the count, that was 50 yards wide angd
lasted for some ten minutes. Rusty Blackdirds, 260 at Ft. Belvoir, and three
other places report 36 more. Boat-tails, 244 at Chincoteague, and one 2t Saxis.
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Cowbirds from Sweet Briar east. Purple Firch reported in eight places comparsd
to eleven in 19562.

Ipswich Sparrow, only two birds at Newport News; probebly more
comunon along the coast and both shores of Chesapeske than we realize. Sharp-
tail Sparrows, only two birds: Chincoteague and Saxis, a low count. Tree
Sparrow seems to be more widely distributed than we may have thought; not
only =t Back Bay as formerly, but also at Hopewell; a few years back in
Dinwiddie County also. Chipvping Sparrow only at Back Bay. White«crowmed
rmust be eoxtending their range as they turn up at Back Bay and "arren, whereas
Ft. Belvoir and Charlottesville were our former easternmost places, =2nd
Charlottesville only recently. "hite-throated Srarrows are abundent in t“e
east. A good count of Snow Buntings this year.

~- Uilliamsburg, Virginia
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THE 1953 SPRING MIGRATION IN VIRGINIA

By F. R. Scott

Tre meather was, in general, warm and wet, though preciritatior was
highly variable from place to place. The only real cold spell of the spring
occurred during & snowstorm on March l1-2 that dumped 2 to 6 irches over nost
of tl.e state. Temperatures were consistently above normal, averaging 359-60
above during May. A number of early arrivals were reported, but more were
probably stopped by the cold April in the southeastern and southcentral states.
Vintering waterfowl left extremely early, resulting in a poor duck migration
in eastern Virginia,

Grebes, Herons, Ibises. 4 late Horned Grebe was reported from the
Chincoteague lMarshes on May 23 (R;J. Beasley, F.C. Richardson, C.C. Steirly).
John H. Crey found 35 nests of Great Blue Herons in three trees near
7illiamsburg on April 14, but at the small heronry near Hanover the Great
Blues were just getting their nests in order on “April 12 (F.R. Scott).

J«J. Murray speaks of fmerican Igrets becoming more resular in spring in the
Valley end reports that one landed in e private yard in Lexington on lay 6.
In Surry County this bird was seen as early as March 21 {CC3). The Snowy
Egret that eappeared at Hampton on February 6 remsined there till March 13
(Mrs. L.W,. Machen). In a large mixed heronry near Robbins Corner, Princess
Anne County, W.I'. Rountrey found Snowy Igret eggs hatching on May 15.
Residents of the ares say that this heronry has been in existence for over 35
years, but there is no way of knowing what species have occupied it during
that peried. The Cattle Fgret has finally been found in Virginia with the
discovery of 2 at Chincoteague Hefuge on May 13 by former refuge manager
John H. Buckalew. 4&n immature Yellow-crowned Night Heron was scen et
Lexington on Hay 3 and 5, the second record for Rockbridge County (Royster
Lyle, JJM, Robert Paxton). Bruce MeCartney found 20 Green Herorn nests on
VMay 20 on a small island in the York River just west of Gloucester Point.

A Glossy Ibis, a second rccord for the state, was reported at Chincoteague
Refuge on May 8 (E,0. Mellinger).

Waterfowl. The immature Blue Goose that wintered near Dayton,
Rockingham County, remained there at least until March 14 (D. Ralph Hostetter
and others). Note that this is west of the Blue Ridee. John Delime found a
brood of Black Ducks at Presguile Refuge, Chesterfield County near Hopewell,
in May. At Chincoteague Refuge there were still 100 Gadwalls on April 29
and 3 on Nay 27 (IOM). A Baldpate remained at Lexington until May 26, = very
late date (JJM). At the other extreme a pair of Wood Ducks had young near
iiaverly, Sussex County, on larch 28 (CCS). Five Blue-vinged Teal at Seaford
on liay 9 were considered late (RJB), slthough there were still 35 at Alexandria
as late as Moy 5. Murray reported a pzir at Lexington until May 29 and a
female on Jure 1. Althoush no breeding evidence was found, on the Tastern
Store onc would normally expect young birds at this date. "At least 1000"
Oldsquams were found in Chincoteapgue Bay on March 18 (Z0¥7); inland, the only
report was one at Davton on March 15 (fide DRH). Steirly reported a fermale
Hooded Merganser on lay 2 near 'laverly, where & poir were found breeding in
1952. The most spectacular record of the season was the discovery of a fe-
male Americon lerganser with 6 young at Dayton on May 26 (Dr. Harry Jopson
and Max Carpenter). Both parents and young were seen again on Moy 27 and 29.
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Hawks and liarsh Birds. .n adult Broad-winged Hawk and 2 young
learning to fly near Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, on llay 28 constitute the first
breeding record for Tidewater Virginia (WFR). #n immature Golden Eagle was
found on the Blue Ridge Parkway near Afton on March 9 (Jan Owen) and a
similzar bird near there on May 18 (JJM). R.R. Kerr and R.H. Peake reported
single FPigeon Havks at Charlottesville on April 11 and May 4. At Lexington
o Sora and a Coot on June 1 were the latest spring records for the Vallley of
Virginia (ITJM), although the Coot has summered in the Vest Virginia part of
tne Valley. A Purple Gallinule was found climbing in bushes at the edge of
a pond nezcr Norge, Jomes City County, on April 29 end was seen there until

May 10 (BM). Mr. snd Mrs. ¥.0. Lewis and R.J. Watson discovered an injured
Florida Gullinule on the Blue Ridge Parxway near U.S. Route 250 on Mzy 17.

Shore Birds, Gulls, Terns. An Oyster-catcher at Chincotesgue on
ipril 6 was early (J.£. right). L. Oring found an Upland Sandpiper in
Shenandonh National Park on .upril 4. Good msximum counts of shore birds were
50 Spotted Sandpipers at Dyke on ipril 25 (~.W. Viner) and 60 Solitary Sond-
pivers =t .lexandria the same day. Two Purple Szndvipers on the Little Creek
breakvater on Yarch 287 were the second record icr the Cape -enry area
(Locke Mackenzie, Clement Cobb, Richard Harrison). Four lMarbled Godwits were
reported from Chincotenzue on May 23 (J. Terborgh). Two Glaucous Gulis were
found at Lynnhaven Inlet on March 27 (LM, CC, RH) and a Herring Gull on
Lt, Marshall on the Skyline Drive on Merch 8 at an altitude of 2810 feet
(fide P.G. Favour). /n interesting record was a Gull-billed Tern seen from
the Cape Charles Terry on Mavy 23 (RIJB, FCR,CCS). This is well within the
riont™ of Chesapecke Bavy. There vere 10 Black Terns at Chincoteague Refuge
as lete as May 30 (EQM) .

Owls to Thrushes. Young Barred Owls were just leaving the nest at
Richmond on A=ril 29 (iRS). Early records for the Ruby-throated Hummingbird
were April 11 st Frlls Church (L. Griffin), April 13 near Williamsburg (JHG),
and ivoril 25 at Lexington (Mrs. J.J. lMurray). .. Red-cockaded Woodpecker,
rare in the Cape Henry region, was discovered at Stumpy Lake on May 30 (TR,
Taul Sykes). Three Crested Flycstchers at New .lexandrie on Spril 19 (J.M.
_bbott) and an icadian Flycatcher at Charlottesville on /pril 26 (RRX, RHEP)
were early. John Vestbrook found & Horned Lark nests near Danville in late
March. C.lM. and I.C. Hoover, participating in the spring census of the
‘mdubon Society of the District of Columbia, found 25 Ravens and 2 Black-
capped Chickadees in Shenandoah National Park on May 9. 4dult “hite-breasted
Nuthatches were found near Norfolk feeding youns both at Stumpy Leke on

May 10 and at North Landing Swamp on May 11 (WFX). Veeries were reported
more commonly than in mény years. In southeastern Virginia a singing bird
was seen at Hampton on May 17 (lirs. Machen) and several in Princess .nne
County in .spril end Mey (WFR). A new record for the state was a Villow
Veery (Hylocichla f. fuscescens Ridgway), secured by Mrs. M.B. Peacock at
Pine Ridge, Fairfax County, on Mav 9. . late record was & Gray-cheeked
Thrush at Worz=e, WMay 24 (BM).

Vireos to Taragers. . Philadelphia Vireo was seen ut Chorlottesville
on May 10 (RRK,R¥P) and a Solitery Vireo in Nerfolk County, .pril 11 (VFR,
FCR, Dr. Gerald ikers). . Prothonotary Warbler at Honover Court House on
Lpril 12 wes early (FRS). The same observer reported a good-sized colony of
thess in western Henrico and eastern Goochland Counties on the Fiedmont just
west of Richmond, and a single singing male at Farrmville, FPrince Ldward
County, May 30. Three males, singing as if on territory, and a female were
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reported from Danville (fide R. Eggleston). Murray found a singing Tennessee
‘‘arbler st Lexington on May 13, & rare bird in spring. Blue-winged Varblers
were reported April 25, April 29, and May 4 near Richmond (FR3), May 1 at
Charlottesville (RR, RHP), and April 20 along Blackwater River, Surry-Sussex
Sounlkies (CCS). A Cerulean .arbler at Robbins Corner on May 12 seems to be the
rirst record for the Cape Henry region (Mrs. Floy Burford, "FR). Others

were found at rather unusual altitudes: one on the Skvline Drive at the
48-mile post on May 17 (Mr. and Mrs. WOL, RIJW) and another 12 miles south of
Rockfish Gap on the Blue Ridge Parkway at 3000 feet on May 25 (JJM). Rountrey
found Black-throated Green (Weyne's) Viarblers in severzl areas in Norfolk and
Princess Anne Counties during the breeding season, and he reported nests on
April 4 and 11. The former date is one of the earliest, if not the earliest,
nesting record in existence for this race. A singing Mourning Warbler at
Norge on May 24 seems a unigue record for Tidewater (BM). W. Sieck had a

very hizh count of 35 Yellow Palm Warblers at Arlington on April 25, and the
same observer reported an early Yellow-breasted Chat there on April 12.
Several Scarlet Tanagers were found in Tidewater: Norge, May 15 and 24 (BM);

a mir near Williamsburg, biay 15 (JEG); Robbins Corner near Norfolk, May 4
(VFR); Hampton, Iay 23 (FRS). -

Finches. Rountrey found & Rose-breasted Grosbeak near MNorfolk on
May 4, an unusual record for the coast. A singing mule Dickcissel was fonnd
on May 10 gt Curles Neck, near Richmond, where the species has been suspected
of breeding in recent years. There were only two reports of Ivening Grosbeaks,
both of singleblE%%brsburg, last half of March (i7.B. LicIlwaine); Winchester,
IMarch 8-11 (M's. Robert S. Underwood). Pine Siskins remained rather common,
in general, theoughout April, and some late dates were Vlaverly, May 11 (CCS);
Dismal Swamp, May 16 (BM, "FR); Charlottesville, May 16 (RRX, RiHP); Arlington,
May 19. Two stragglers were reported, one at Norfolk on May 24 {VEFR) and
another at Charlottesville on June 3 (RRK). Goldfinches were abundant in
eastern Virginis, and John Delime estimated 5000 at Pregquile on April 17.
A Tlock of Red Crossbills was seen at Danville on May 19 (RE) and 11 at
Arlington, fpril 24-Fay 4 {(J. Nichols and others). A Creen-tailed Towhee
was secer almost daily at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R.C. Cutler in Varwvick
from February 25 to April 24 and was seen by many other observers. Another
Green-telled Towhee was found at ‘welia by Mr. and Mrs. Joxn 2. Gatewood,
who watched it closely on April 7, 2, 10, and 1l. WMrs. Burford saw a group
of 35 Lapland Longspurs at Pungo, near Back Bay, on warch 8, the largest
single flock ever reported in Virginia.

-- Richmond, Virginia
---000---

BIRES OF STUNPY LAXE

oy W. 7. Rountrey

Ten miles southeast of Norfolk, Virginia, lies Stumpy Lake, one of
the best knowm areas of the State for the study end observation of birds.
County Route 603, an extension of Indian River Road, runs along the Northeast
edge of the lake Tor its entire length of 1.7 miles, malzing the area easily
accessible to the visitor.
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The lake is complstely fringed by woodland and swamp, made up largesly
of Vater Tupelo, Cypress, Block /illow, Fine and Oak trees. Behind the
northeast fringe of trees lie many acres of Tarmland and pasture. The combin-
ation of water, field, woods and swamp attract hundreds of birds annually,

One of the most unusual features of the leake is found in the many stumps that
protrude from its surface when the water is low. It is from these stumps
that the lake has gobten its nane.

The shape of Stumpy lLake is like a large mitten, the thumb cof which
points to the west and is the most difficult part to reach. It is here that
one comes upon an entirely different world of beautiful swamp growth. In the
area of Stunpy Luke there have been recorded in the past three years 216
srecies of birds (excluding sub-species), with 8l observed nectinrs.

The City of Norfolk has started the construction of & gol? course
alorgz the south side of the lake. Siznce tris work has startcd tice Pled-
billed Grebe has seen fit to stop nesting there, but still spends Spring,
Fall ond Vinter on the lake. VWhile the construction worlk is underway many
other birds will be disturbed as the Grebe has been., It is felt, howsver,
that in the future, the bird 1lifs on the lake will be greatly benefited by
the protection it will receive from the golf course.

The hundreds of Great Blue Herons, American Egrets and Little Blue
Herons, which raise their young in the lake section, have been the cause of
many visitors seeking out the area during July and August. Lany people have
caught a glimpse of the VWood Duck with her young at this time of the year,
but only a few have braved the deeper swamns on the lake's ed~e to seec the
MWood Duck fly in to a nest high in the hollow of some Tupelo Gum tree.

It is in the thumb of the lake that the American Merganser spends
the winter. Thile hundreds of ducks come and go during the cold months, this
llerpanser seems to be content to moke this his winter home.

Certoinly no other birds attract the attention of the casual observer
more thon the Red-shouldered Hawk and Bald Tagle, who see fit to make Stumpy
Lake their year-round home. It is the more than caswel observer, however,
th:t visits the north shores of the lake each fall to watch the feeding of

the Florida CGallinules and hear the squeaks of the Sora.

Some of the most commion visiters during late July, August and
September are the Spotted, Solitory and Pectoral Sandpipers. The Spotted
can also he found ir small numbers from early spring until migration in July.

Ihe Black Willow Trees of the lake g-ores attract the Yellow-billed
Cuckoo in good numbers from spring to late October, while Pileuted and Red-
belliad "oodpeckers are year-round neighbors of the Carolins Chickadee and
Tufted Titmouse in the large trees of the bordering woodland. In the swamp
section the Barred Owl can often be heard during the daylisht hours as
hoots his response to the barkings of a near-by dog. Crested and Acadian
Flycatchers eep compony with this old barred bird cach summer, as they
build thseir nests in swamp trees. It is also in this same smampland that
the Thite-breasted Nuthateh has seen fit to build his nest in thoe summer and
find shsltcr in winter.
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Of the 15 warblers zzd 3 vireos observed nesting et Stumpy Lale,
the Yellow-throated Vireo, Farula, Frothonotary, Black-throated Green,Yellow-
throated, Louisimna Water Thrush and Hooded Yarblers are the most symbolice
of the area., It is, however, the Prothonotary which nests in the greatest
numbers, and the one that brines visitors from far and near, some coming as
far away as the New England States in early spring, just to catch a glimpse
of this most beautiful of birds. Many of the Prothonotary nests are built
or. the old stumps slong the shores of the lake, and often within ten feet of

passing autos.

In syring few birds, if any, can surpass the bezuty of the Summer
Tanagers and Indigo Buntings, which move into the area each yezr to reise
their young. Nor can =ny bird arouse more interest in the observerts ear
than the two hote song of the Henslow Sparrow, perching in the weeds of the
0ld bombing field on the west edge of the lake. It is also in this wester
arez of Stumpy that the beautiful Fox Sparrovw flocks durirg the wirter.

Stumpy Lake is recommended to 8ll people interested in birds. [Few
rlaces will be found so accessible to the visitor and still have so many
birds.

-- Norfolk, Virgini=a

(A feature of the /nniversary volume of THE RAVEN will be a series of bird
articles dealing mith good birding places in Virginia. This first article
describes a spot vwhich has yielded many noteworthy bird records. - The Editor)

Y., -

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT EERON'S NEST REPORTED
Y AN INTERESTED CITIZEN

By lrs. Luther W, Machen

Some months ago I vrote of the wonderful observations interested
citizens here have made.

In June another fine observation was made by Mr. Elton Liller at
his home in Hampton. He said he had & heron ncst in his woods and asked me
if I would like to see it. Vhen I arrived at his house we walked tovards the
back of his lot which goes into a stand of pine. In & good sized pine well
up in the tree I sav three gavky youngsters teetering on the cdze of the
erudely made nest. I thought they were Yellow-crowns, but I waited for the
parcnt birds in order %o clinch the identification. In a little whilc one
parent and then the other came in for a look at the young. The old birds
walked carefully up the branch of the tree to thc nest and resumed their "baby
sitting". Yes, they were Yellow-crovns! Before we left fouvr more moture
birds settlcd into the neishhoring pines.

Mr. Miller's observations on the birds went like this: May 10, nest
first noticed; June 15, birds good sized; Junc 29, rcstless and avout ready
to leave the nest; July 4, left nest but slent in it fTor aboubt two wecks.



Porc 31 THE RAVEN Robruary-march, 1954

The birds remained under Mr., Miller's observation all summer. On
Ociober 26th they were still around. On that day we had an unusuelly high
tide. Mr. Miller saw nine adult Yellow-crowns over his marsh as though they
were reconnoitering.

-~ HMampton, Virginia

-==000- -~

BLACK DUCK NESTING IN ROANOKE COUNTY

By A. 0. Enzlish

On June 28, 1953, a Black Duck (/inas rubripes) and brood of six
mere Tound at Murray's Pond. Lee Hawkins and I hed just alighted from the
car wien we observed the parent duck leading her brood in open water. The
young were only a few days old and when they saw us quickly hid under vater-
lily pads. The parent dueck rose cuickly and flew out o =i;nt. T tound
them again on July 1llth 2nd 18th.

The Black Duck can usually be found in small numbers on 'hurray's
Pond and Carvin's Cove Lake during the spring and fall migration, and often
during winter months when the ponds are free of iece. A large number viere
observed on Carvin's Cove Lake during December 1952 and January 1953, which
would indicate they wintered. This is the first nesting record of the Black
Duek for Roanoke County.

~- Roanoke, Virginia

—~-000-—=

SHORT~-FEARED OWL ATTACKS MARSH MHAWK

By F.R. Scott

In the late morning of December 28, 1953, o dark day witi & heavy
low overcast, the writer was observing with considerable interest a pair
of Short-eared Owls {Asio flammeus) coursing low over a salt marsh near
Saxis, Accomack County, Virginia. OQccusionally, one of the birds would drop
suddenly to the ground, only %o rise again immediately as if thwarted in an
attenpt to secure prey.

The course of one of the owls made it intercent a Marsh Hawk
(Circus cyaneus) which was also searching the marsh for food. The owl, which
passed about seven feet above the hawk, suddenly derted down towards the
lower bird. The hawk immediately flipped over on its bacl to protect itself,
and one of the birds uttered a harsh c¢ry. The owl veered off, apparently
without actually making contact with the hawk, and the birds separated without
reneéwing the encounter.
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4 cursory look through some of the recent literature reveals that
conTlict between these two species has been observed before., E.P. Bicknell
reports that & pair of Short-eared Owls attacked a Marsh Hawk at Long Beach,
wew York, on February 22, 1918, but no details are given (égg 38: 284-285,
1919). C.S. Jung sav a Short-eared Owl repeatedly attack a llarsh Havk in
June, 1928, in northeast Alberta, Canada (Auk 47: 537, 1930)., The owl
repeatedly swooped down upon the retreating havk from above, only to be struck
bv the havkts talons each time as the hawk half turned over to meet the attack,

-- Richmond, Virginia

--=000-—-

BACK BAY FIELD TRIP
(Decemler 5, 198X

By John F. Xundt

The field trip started at Sandbridge at 7:00 a.m. Ve were all
surprised to see such a spring-like day, efter 2ll the rain we hind had %he
irevious dey and night. Ve had a small group this time, only thirteen membters
being present.

A total of 54 snecies were observed from the power boat, on oat
fields, in the marshes and mud flats, in tree ftops, snd alonz the sea shore.
The writer saw two more species to add to his life list. First, were 24
Snow Buntings, feeding by the sea shore on the sand. Second, twelve Blue
Geese which assembled on a mud flat with some Snow Geese.

Following is the list of the 54 species obszrved on DJecerber 5, 1953,
on the Back Bay ‘‘aterfowl Refuge: Common Loon, Horned Grebe, Pied-billed
Grebe, Gannet, Great Blue Heron, American Egret, Whistling Swan, Canadu Soose,
Snow Goose, Blue Goose, Mallard, Common Black Duck, Baldpate, Pintail , Green-
winged Teal, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Canvas-back, Lesser Scoup, Bufflehead,
Ruddy Duck, American Mergonser, Red-shouldered Hawk, Bald Eagle, Marsh Hawk,
Sparrow Havic, Bob-white, Coot, Killdeer, Wilson's Snipe, Sanderling, Great
Black~backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, liourningz Dove, Flicker,
Common Crow, Fish Crow, Carolina VWren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Kobin, Golden-
crovmned Kinglet, Ruby=-crovned Kinglet, American Pipit, Starling, Myrtle
Jarvler, Lastern leadomlark, Red-wing, Sevannsh Sparrow, WVhite-throated
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Song Sparrow, and Snow Bunting.

Lunch mas served by members of the Sunday School Class of Sipma
Tabernacle Church, which inecluded sliced turkey snd dressing, sweet rotatoes,
spinach, hot biscuits, and home-made apple pvie.

We all thank Jack Perkins very much for his time and effort in
planning and showing us the thousands of wild ducks and geese.

-~ P<0. Box 642
Lavrenceville, Virginia
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VISIT TO BACK BAY VIiLILJIFE RLFUGE

By Mrs. #loy Burford

The second section of the V.S.0. (the Cape Henry and MNampton Bird
Clubs) had our trip to Back 3ay on December 12, 1953. The trip was arrarged
by Mr. Juck I'erkins, Manager of the Back Bay Refuge. He met the group, 49
of us, ~t Sandbridge about 7 o'clock with two Jeeps and two trucks to take
us to the Refuge. The weather was a bit hazy but not uncomfortable. Along
the beach to the Refuge, the first truck load zot to see a flock of sbout 15
Snow Buntings; the others missed this treat. The Gannets put on a real show
for us, which is elways a thrill to watch. 3Both the Com:on ond Red-throated
Loons were observed; and akout 18 Great Black-baclied Gulls were in the
cocmpeny of hundreds of Eerriny and Ring-billed Gulls. Horned Grepes were
seen very close in shore.

On the Refuge the Snow geese,feeding on the flats, thousands of
them, is a sight never-to-be-forfotten. JAmong the Snow Geese werc 12 Blue
Geese. We walked close upon them and observed them leisurely while they
reciprocated the observation. It was interesting to sec both adulis ond
immature for comparison. This was a life-lister for some of the group. In
the myrtle bushas along the flats vere Vesper Spurrows, hich arc not common
in this area. The Cznude Geese always bring & thrill 3 they rise up from
the flats, honking that :ild clcar ceoll.

Then the Jecps proceeded toward Headquar®tcres, negotiating mud-holcs
and bogs. To me it is & miracle hou they ever get through, but they do. Te
then went out in boats to sce ths —sterforl on the water. The ducks would
darken the sky a&s they would teke off from the woter as the bouot got nezr
them - such a sight. The big histling Svans, padding the water with their
black fecet, sounded like horses stompeding. Mr. Perkins snid that all tho
ducks and geese had not arrived as it hzd becen so varm, but there werc
certainly o lot seen that day. A fouw brave souls walkecd Long Island and uere
fortunatc to flush & Harn Owl, vhich was worth the long hard hike down the
Island.

Rein set in about onc o'clock, 2nd the Jecps and trucks brought the
group beck to Tabernacle Chusch, where the liomen's Home Demonstration Club
served us a delicicus turkey dinner with &ll the trimmings.

OQur list totaled 2 species. Tt was a most enjoyable day. Seeing
the waterfowl =nd enjoying the fellowship was 2 real treat to us all. Thanks
to Mr. Perkins who mcde the triv possible for us.

-~ 108 Leke Terrace Circle

Norfolk 2, Virginia

~--000~~~
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FERRY TALE

By John F. Kundt

On Dzcerber 13, 1953, the writer crossed the Little Creek-Xiptopeke
ferry from: 12 noon to 1:30 p.me It was windy and cool with an eight-tenths
overcast. %T.ae Tirst surprise was a Gannet with its large, white, cigar-
shaped body and black-tipped wings. A total of eighteen (18) Gannets were
observed, diving into the water, approximetely 300 yards from the ferry.

After conversing witn a couple of duck hunters who just came back
from Knotts Island, North Carolina, I learned that heavy squalls were over
the ocean the day before and possibly this day. The conclusion is that the
storms had driven the ocean birds inland.

My second surprise mas seeing a very large rafit of Scoters. I used
a conservative estimate vwhile counting the three species: 150 plus, Thite-
winsed Scoters; 100 plus, Surf Scoters; 250 plus, American Scoters.

Other birds observed on the ferry trip included: American Merganser,
Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, and Laughing Gull.

- P.On Box 642
Lawrenceville, Virginia

~==000--~-

AUDUBON CAMP OF MAINE

By Mrs. Margaret H. Coleman

Quoting from Dr. Paul B. Sears of the Department of Conservation,
Yale University, who, at the National Audubon Conveintion in New York, in
November 1953 said - in part, about the Audubon Camp of Maine, "X have had
the dream of a2 nature camp. - There rust be rich and beautiful netural
surroundings, first-rate management, such a camp must be inexpensive and
open to those who seem most likely to get something out of it, and carry
inspiration back to others, - staff must be superbly good, a group whose
concern is with the whole living landscape - rocks, soil, water, wind and
sun, plants of land and sea, animcls", Suech 2 spot is the Audubon Camp of
Maine - which is planned for such persons &s you «nd me.

If we are content to watch robins, cardincls, wrens, golng about
their summer housexeeping we e¢an hsppily remain at home and watch, but if we
keenlvy wonder what is going on in the rest of the world among birds,
animals and all living organisms, a vhole new world may open up for us in any
two weeks'! session at the Audubon Camp of Maine - vhat we see and feel and
learn, not just on the surface of the island but in the lives both above us
in the trees and in the sky, and below us in the sea, cnd under the ground,
not to mention the new slertness we gain from forms of life around us, on
the suvrface and near at hand.
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The instructors at the Audubon Camp in bird life can't always
promise to produce & battle royal between 8 crow and a raven, giving us a
perfect opportunity to compare their differences in appearance, and in habits
and in voices. Nor can one always find a harbour seal on the rocks at the fer
end of Hog Island, so close, but you can almost always see them and hear
them on the distant rocks on every boat trip out in Muscongus Bay. Double
Crested and some larger European Cormorants standing with wings wide spread
seem to us as much a part of the silhouette of the various neighboring islands
as the familiar shapes of the rocky islands themselves soon become. May these
several memories either remind or tempt you to want to see them too. Trying
hard not to step in Herring or Black-backed Gulls' nests; Laughing Gulls
flying close to camp, calling {lnughing), and terns flying about us as if
to "review" us, helping us to identify them! BRlzek guillemots flying low
over the water with bumblebee flight; seeing the Common Fider; and a loon,
far out in the pond (lake) and really "yelling like a2 loon"; many chhers -
and always last and most memorable, Mzine Lobsters steaming in the pot, or
the veach, all you can eat for our dutch treat supper!

You may not have to make a detour along the usuwal poth to avoid
disturbing or stepping on a nest of young Yellow-throats, but being silent
and still one can peacefully observe them at any hour of the day. One or
more nests of the Farula “arblers is certain to be found keenly disguised
and hidden omong the uenea lichen hanging thiekly on the spruce trces.

Fach session, even each day, has its especially exciting and out-
standing moment - it may be a very different feature for each person. One
very special moment is bound to be, while out on en islend for the first
sime, and hearing its thrillingly unususl 1life cycle unfold - the little
ball of dark gray fluff, the baby Leach's Petrel! (Mr. 2£llan Cruickshank
knows how and where to find them hidden far under a rock on the same islands
where their enemies, the gulls and cormorants, also make their nests).

The absence of some "wildlife" makes Hog Island the more attractive -
there is no poison ivy, or poison oak, no chiggers, no harmful snakes, no
mosquitoes, no sounds at night, no noisy insects, no frogs croaking - and
et night only the sound of the busy red squirrel.

In the QOctober-November issue of THI RAVEN a full description of
the camp itself, its location, its purpose, its training program apre given.
This chapter is to give you & glimpse of what wildlife may be seen and
studied thers and a listing of the camp sessions for the summer of 1954, with
particular emphasis znd hope that a group of V.S5.0, members may attend one,
maybe the same session together in the summer of '54. The terms zare:

June 18 ~ July 1; July 2 = July 15; July 16 ~ July 29; August 6 - August 19;
Mipust 30 - Sentember 2.

Since the camp has become more well-Xnown and popular, reservaticns
need to be made well in advance that you may Le sure eof a plamce in the
session of your choice, for the camp accommodates at the most, fifty campers
at any one session. DBTach two week period is different in what one may sce
and learn, and cach has its own recasons for being a good one. I would
suggest that as many members as can, plan to a2ttend the middle, or third tern,
from July 16-29. It might be possible for a number of members or other
friends who are interested to go together in a car or cars, which would
considerably cut the overall transportation costs. Although very simple
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arrangements and good connections can be made by train or by plane. The usual
way is to ve in New York in time to take the sleeper, 9:30 p.r1. ard arrive

at Nencastle, Maine, at breaikfast time, where we may be met by some of the
stafl, and taken to camp by car or station wagon and boat. Besides "taking”
birds and nature activities which everyone does, you choose which would
interest you mos*%, tc learn intensively more about Plant Life under Miss
Jarida Uiley, oxr Irnsect Life under Dr. Donsld Borror, or liarine Life under

Jr. Bartrem Cadbury.

The cost of any of the five camp sessions is. $95.00 - & $15.00
deposit to be pzid with resistration, then $8C.00 later. The fee covers
everything (exceprt a smzll rental for sheets and towels if you don't want to
bring your own), includes board, lodging, tuition end transportation on all
scheduled field and boat trips - and there are no iips, no extras of ony
sort. In fact you don't have any opvortunity to spend any morz money cxcept
for c:wdy or bocoks!

It is not too soon to write to the National Auvduihon Society and
make your reservation now; - 1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, WN,Y. Or if I
can be of any help in your planning to attend «amy one of the 5 sumner terms,
phone or write me - Mrs. Hawes Coleman, Jr., 1513 Palmyra Avenue,
Ricrmond 27, Virzinid.

-~ Richmond, Yirginia

~==000-—

NOTZES

Scarlet Tenagers at Ellerson, Hanover County. lMrs. Catherine Bentley,
of Ellerson, in Hanover County, just north of Richmond, writes that she had five
pairs of Scarlet Tanagers to nest rear her home in the swier of 1953, One
of the nests was begun on June 24, the female doing the work, and apparently
was finished on June 26. The eggs hatched on July 14. The young left the
nest en July 22, the female taking the first two away, and the male attending
thne third, which hatched later in the day.

Baltimore Oriole at frlington in Finter. AMH. Fast writes that a
Baltimore Uriole visited the feeding station of Beth L. Ldmondson early in
December, 1953, and again on Lecember 25 and 30, and the feeding station of
Tayne Sieck on December 25, the stations being about one-fourth of a mile
apart, and in Arlington, Virginia.

Cooperation Migration Study. Virginia bird students seem to have
taken no part in the "cooperative study of bird migration throusgh the use
of 8pring arrival dates", which was announced for last spring. Chandler S.
Robbins, writes that the results of this study were gratifying. Only three
states east of the Rockies had no reports, Virgiria being onec of these. £
full notices of this project was published in the September-October,1953, issue
of THT RAVEN. Our readers should refer back to this notice, and then send in
reports to Chondler S. Robbins, Patuxent Rescarch Refuge, Lourel, Maryland.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S FILES

Christmas vacation provided the opportunity for Mrs. Hostetter, my
daughter and I to visit Death Valley, California. The summer temperature in
the Valley of 134 degrees F. in the shade encourages students to enter the
Valley during the winter when the tempersturss in the day are very varm and
pleasant and at night below freezing. The water pipes to our cabin in the
last night spent in the Valley were frozen in the morning; we borrowed water
frorn a rearby restaurant to prepare our breakfast,

Our first stop was made at Hoover Dam constructed at & cost of
#187,000,000 in Boulder Canyon of the Colorado River. The dam, 727 feet high
and containing 3,250,000 cubic yards of concrete, is o flood-conrntrol project.
Generation of elcctricity and surplying vater for irrigation are secondary
interests, 2lthough to date thc government has received (77,000,00C from the
sale of current. Bemutiful Laie Ieade Tormed by the Jam is 110 Teet deep
and 115 miles in lenzth.

Death Valley, 4 to 16 miles wide and 140 miles long, lies between
the Amargosa and Trnamint Ranges and contains the lowest area in the United
States. The mountains Lordering the Valley nare very beautiful, fantastic in
design and colorful. In comwvwosition tiey represent a complex mixture of
volcanic and sedimentary rocks. Various canyons and drives are especisally
colorful.,

The vast sz2lt flats, the salt deposits in one area being 1,200
feet in dept!:, are very intrisuing. Probably the principal salts are table
salt and borax. DNone of the three borax mines are in cperation at present,
but some of the oripinal machinery is now on exhibit in the Valley. Sand
dunes, salt beds ead lakes, lava flows, erosional Teatures, absndoned mines,
colorful canyons and drives are the principal feastures in the Valley.

The salt lakes represent the remnant or cneient Lak: Monly whose
geological history is similar to that of Lake Bonneville.

Vegetation is sparce and consists chiefly of desert-holly ssgltbush
and spreading creosotebush, and several species of cacti. Obviously, only
such species can grow here that are adapted to withstand the burning heat
and dryness of summer. At this time of year all the vegetation was brown
except for one type of fleshy stemmed plant growing in the midst of the salt
crusts. To the taste these stems woere decidedly salty.

Twenty-six species of mamnils have been rccorded on the Valley
floor and others live in the higher clcovations. ‘¢ have secr no mammals in
the Valley except the Burros. ILirtewisc we have scen no birds althowzh 232
specics are on record for the ares within the Death Valisy Monument. DIxcept
Tor the vegetationless salt beds, thc Valley provides a varicty of hahitats
Tor animal life.

& vier long to be remembercd is one from Badwoter, 279.8 fect below
sea lovel, to Mt. ‘hitncy, 14,495 Tect high, 70 miles distant. These two
peirts represent the lowest and highest in the United States.
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Thile erossing the deserts we saw many marsh hewks/low, %ooking for
rodents. Many, too many, were lying dead along the highways. It may be they
were killed by passing cars, but I am more inclined to believe it is the
work of cattlemen. One coyote was killed on the highway, two others ere
suspended from the wire fence as a warning to other coyotes,

Birdlife in the Southwest was at a low ebb, however, we did see the
follewing: Westerr Crow, Mourning Dove, Marsh and Sparrow Hawks, Horned Lark,
lestern Meadow-~-lark, Moekingbird, California Guail, Loggerhead Shrike,
Starling, Curved-billed Thrasher, Gila Voodpecker and Cactus 'ren.

Good roals and perfect weeather all contributed to makipg this a
most interesting Christmas vacation.

~- D, Ralph Hostetter
Harrisonbur,, Virginiz

-=-000---

COOFPERATIVE STUDY OF BIRD MIGRATION
THROUGH THE USE OF SPRING ARRIVAL DATES

Tme reports received for the spring of 1953 wmere very encouraging.
About 7,500 observations were reported, representing 47 states and provinces.
Cooperators in New York State supplied the largest number of rscorls, followed
by Wisconsin, Ontario, Illinois and Pennsylvania, in that order. The srrival
dates for the 28 species on the 1953 list have been put on IBM punch ¢ rds,
which are on file at the Patuxent Research Refuge. These cards cnable the
data to be sorted and arranged in any desired order, and then listed by
electric tabulating machine. Copies of the 1953 material are already being
used by several ressarch workers.

Nine additionnl species have been added to the list for 1954.

The success of the various studies involved depends direcwliy upon
the number of records received. Preliminary analysis of some of the 1953 dati-.
indicates that we need several times as many reports in subsequent years as
were received in 1953, if we are to reach our objectives in correlating
migratory movement with specific weather conditions. Ve urge you, therefore, to
encourage others in your community to report their arrival dates, either direct,
or through you.

Birds that are not scen until severzl days after they have arrived
{due to the observer's zbsence from that purticular area during the inter-
verins time) should not be reported; nor do we wish 25 reports on the same
individual bird from 25 people who saw it on the same bird clud trip. But if
25 or 50 people in the same town recorded the date on vhich their House Trens
returned to their gardens, each and every report would be welcome. This study
is scredulzd to continue for four morc years.

No one is expected to be able to provide arrival dates for every
species on the list. Several of the species probably wintered in your arca;
do not report the first date you obscrved these unless you were ablc to detect
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the arrival of migrating individuals. Departure dates may be listed if known,
provided they are marked as departures. Otherwise only errival dates are re-
quested except for the Canada Goose and White-throat=d Srorrow; for these to
species please slso stzate any dates of increases or decreases, dates of main
Tlights, or daily counts.

STATE COUNLY LOCALITY
OBSETVER ADDRESS

Canada Goose 172 Wood Thrush 755
Marsh Hawk 331 E. Bluebird (male) 7664
Killdeer 273 T.Bluebird (fem.) 7665
Wilson's Snipe 230 Red-eyed Vireo 624
Mourning Dove 316 Black & White "srb. 636
Cormmon Ifighthawk 420 Yellow VYarbler 6c2
Chimney Swift 423 “vrtle Vartler 55
Ruby-th. Hummingbird 428 Oven-bird 674
Yel.-shaft. Flicker 412 Joerican Redstexrt 887
Bastern Kingbird 444 Red-wing Blackbird 498
Crested Flycatcher 452 Baltimore Oriole 507
Eastern Phosbe 456 Scarlet Tanager 608
E. Tlood Pewee 461 Rose-br. Grosbezk 595
Barn Swallow 613 Indigo Bunting 598
Purple Martin 611 American Goldfinch 529
Common Crow 488 Slate-colored Junco 567
House Viren 721 Chipping Sparrow 560
Catbird 704 White~crowned Spar. 554
Brown Thrasher 705 ¥hite-thr. Sparrow 558

Please send reports to Chandler S. Robbins, Patuxent Research Refurce,
Laurel, iarylond, or to your . ududon Field Notes ..ditor.

-- John V., Dennis
Gilbert S. Raynor

Chondler S. Robbins
Jomes —. Zimmmoerman
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FLANS FOR 25th ANNIVERSARY MEETING
Lynchburg, Virginia

April 23 - 24

Friday, April 23

9:30 A.M. Executive Committee Meeting in Senior Parlor, l/estover
Hall (vwomen's dormitory), Lynchburg College. The organiza-
tion meeting was held in this room, Dec. 7, 1929.

12215 P.M. Iuncheon for Ixecutive Committee, VWestover Hall.
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1:00 P.M. Registration, hall of Main Building, Lynchburg College.

1:30 Afternoon program, auditorium, same building.
3:30 Tea, Room 14
4:00 Resume program until 5 P.M.

ixhibit ,Room 11. Mounted birds, study skins, copy of
Tirst RAVEN, books, etc.

6¢:15 innual dinner, Smith Memorial Banquet :lall, Randolph-Macon
Toman's College. $1.65 a plate. Zusiness mecting.

8:00 Open meeting, Smith Memorial Bancuet Hall, Dr. ;i=2arice
Brooks will spenk on "The Appalachian Mountains as a
Place for Bird Study".

Saturday, April 24

6:00 A, Breakfest, Town & Country Resitcurant, cbout 2 miles north
of city on US 29,

7:45 Field trip, Sweet Briar College. Box lunches will be
obtained from Boxwood Inn, Sweet Briar.

Suggestions for overnight accommodations:

Virginian Hotel, Eighth and Church Streets:
Single, $3.30 and up
Double, 6.00 and up

Tiomas Motor Lodge, three miles north of city on US 29
Single, 6.00 Two Coudble beds in each room
Double, $8.00
Four, $10.00

isht's 3rick Cottages, one mile west of city on US 430
Single, $4.00 _
Double, $5.00 and :56.00

Larvey's Motel, south edee of city on JS 29
Single, $5.00
Double, (8.00

Notes:

Members plaonning to etitend the meeting should secure their own
overnight accommodations.

Reservations fo? the dinner and the picnic lunch must be made in
advance. Returned cards will be mailed to 8ll members for this purpose.

Lynchburg College is at the west end of town, Vernon Street off
Langhorne Lane from liemorial Avenue.

-- Mrs, James W. Wiltshire, Jr., Dr. Florence Hague,
Miss Gertrude Prior, Dr. Ruskin Freer, Planning
Committee (with assistance of 18 local
members of V.S.0,)
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Frigeay, April 23, 1954
Lynchburg College
J:i » P.*Ta
Executive Cormittee Meeting, Senior Parlor, Westover Hall,
Lynchburg College. The orgenization meeting was held in this
room December 7, 192¢.

Pa E\":o
Luncheon for xecutive Committee, "estover Fall

Reglstration, Main Building, Lynchburg College

Afternoon Program, Auditorium, Main Building, Lynchburg
Collepe, Dr. D. Relph Hostetter, Presiding

1.".\Te lcom . s . . . - '3 a a a [ . » 3 a . DI' a FlOI‘eﬂCe S * }{ﬂguo
The Art of Bird Study + « + ¢« « « o ¢« « « « nobert 0. Paxton
Organizing a Christmes Count . . . « . . C, 0. “arndley, Sr.

The Contributione of the VSO to Virsinia Ormitholosy « « »
Je J. Murrer

“he Propgram of Vierk for VSO in duture Years . . & &« ¢ » o » &
(Rezd by title) John H. Grey, Jr.

Panel: Activities and Progress of Bird Clubs and Chapters of
VS0 in Virginic

Mrs. Jzmes W. 7iltshire, Jr., Moderator

Turké& Seg Club of Cii.rlottesville . « +» » . Kerneth Lawless
Hempton Roods Bird Club o o ¢ ¢ o « o o ‘rs. L, W. Machen
Cape Henry Bird Club + . + v v ¢ ¢« + « + lrs. L, E, Burford
Northern Virginia Chapter o o« v o & o « o 2 o Jamcs W, Fike
ROENOKE APCE . & « v 4 o o o 5 s o » & « o » A, 0. Znglish
Lynchburs Chaphel o o ¢ o « + o o o o o » » Ruskin S. Freer

3:30
Tea, Room 143 IExhibits, Room 11

Conservztion Round Table - W.F. Rountrey, Presiding
Research gs a Basis for Conservation . . . Dr. Henry S. lMosby

Caution for Conservationists + + ¢+ « ¢ « » » Js J. Shomon,
Gditor,"Virginia Wild Life"
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4:15 Protection of Hawks and Owls in Virginia . . W. F. Rountrey
4:30 Food Hebits of Common Owls in Virginie . «. Jack E. Perkins
5:00 Announcements and 44 journment

friday Evening, April 23
6:15 Anniversary Dinner, Smith Memoriel Hell, Randolph-hacon
Woman's College, Ruskin S. Freer, Presiding
Presentation of Charter Members
Lcknowledgement of Members according to years of membership
History of VS0 + ¢ ¢ o « s &« « a 4« & o » nRugkin S. Freer
(Read by title) )
8:00 P.M,
Address: The Appalachien Mounteins as a Place for Bird Study,
Meurice Brooks, West Virginia University
9:15 Saturday I'teild Trip Plens - Gertrude Prior
9:20 Business Session
Saturday, 2April 24
6:00 £,17%,
Breakfest, Town and Country Resteurant
2 ¥iles North of Lynchburg, U.S. Highway 29
7:45 Field Triyp, Sweet Briar College
1:00 P.M‘

Box Lunch at Sweet Brisr Lake
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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY MELTING OF THL V.S.0.

By Florence S. Hepue

At 9:30 £.M. on ipril 23, 1954 the Executive Committee of the V.S.0.
met in the Senior Parlor of Westover Hall, Lynchburg College with Dr.
Hos tetter presiding. 1iith the exception of Mrs. Michie, Royster Lyle, Jr.,
end C.C. Steirly, all of the members of the Committee were present and slso
Fred Scott snd W. Edwin Miller. Before the business of the morning began
Profesgsor Freer exhibited s brass plaque, a gift from the Lynchburg Chapter
0" the V.3.0., wnich is to be placed in that room. It bears the inscriptiom:
In this room tre Virginia Society of Ornithology was founded December 7, 1929.

For the Conservation Committee br. Rountrey reported thnot et
Stumpy Lake the making of the golf course is proceeding with care to keep
the natural setting where possible snd to plant trees and shrubs of varleties
that will attract birds. He is hoping that, by cooperation with other or-
ganizations, there may be some legislation on bird conservation for the
General Assemply of 1956. The report shomed so much thought and progress
thet 1t was moved end c¢arried that lr. Hountrey be reappointed Chairmsn of
the Committee and allowed to choose others whose help he desires.

}Mr. Watson reported that the Washington Conscrvation group, in
which he represcnts the V.S.0., 80 Tar is inoctive but he is riwvdy to rcapond
when they czall. Ho also prescntcd & sumnary of trh. study on the formation of
locel chaptors of the V.S.0. This report is on filc; the rccommended by-laws
werce acecptcd with the undcrstending that thoy werce to be prescntcd  and
votcd on @t tho busincss mecting of the Socicty.

Dr. W.A. Pennington, a physician of Buckingham County and =z pest
president of the Virginie Wildlife Federation, asddressed the Zxecutive Com-
mittee on the history #nd aims of that Federation. It was orgsnized in 1250
and now has 3500 members scattered throughout the state. Some are individucl
members but most are cffiliated groups such as County Wildlife Clubs and
Sportsmants Clubs. Conservation and restoration of the natural resources of
Virginie, both living end non-living, is the aim of the Federation. They
are working with both laryland end North Carolinz on Fisheries projects and
belong to the National Wildlife Federsztion. After expressions of hearty
approval of &nd enthusiasm for their work but hesitancy of assuming the
agsegsment of 25¢ per member with our prescnt income, it was moved to table
the question of affiliation until the October meeting of the Lxecutive
Comnittes. At that time the Conservation Committec will be expected to
report on this matter.

It was suggested by Dr. Murray that the Sccretary send & specicl
report of this meeting to J.B. Lewis and Mrs. A.C. Reed both of whom have
been sctive workers in the V.3.0. but are not able to be at this anniversary
meeting. The nemes of Mrs. Mary Dise and Ralph Brown were subscquently
added. Becausc of the Anniversory Yeor the Zditor of THE RAVEN promiscs
eight or nine numbers instcad of the usual six, and morc pages £lso.
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There has been very littls ssle for the Check-List since October
according to £.0. English. The srle thus far hes broughit in $229.08 ebove
expenses and there are still about 650 copies on hend. It was agreed tict
copies should be sent to the Stetc Librar; for Bookmobiles end local librarics

end to College Libraries; a&lsc that the price should be reduced to S07.
Local chapters of the V.S.0. vere suggested o3 possible cenfers for udditional
sales of the Check-Uist.

Mrs. Darden rcported a membership of 360, the not result of 27
new members and 6 resignations. However, 85 of these have not yct pecid ducs
for 1954.

The Trecasurer's rcport for November 15, when Mr. Miller passcd the
work on to Mr. Stoirly, showed reccipts of $966.25; expunditurcs of $377.54
©nd a balanec of (588.71. The Treasurer's report for Amil 20, 1954 is on
file and esppears in this iszme of THE RAVIN.

Mr. Perkins brought with him Audubon Society Field Check lists for
sale at 2¢ sach to members for their use or for them to take to affiliated
groups. After expression of sufficient interest in & Blue Ridge Foray
saveral detes were sugsgested and June 18-19 were the days nemed. Having two
Rack Bay trips proved suffidiently adveantageous in 1953 thgt & similar plen
will be tried again.

The V.S.0, was again invited by Jaclk Perkins to meet in Norfolk in
1955, After & discussion as to whether the meeting should be in the wintor
or in the spring, it was votcd to accept the invitation for thc third weck-cnd
of £pril, Dr. Hostetter thon oppointed a Nominating Committcc consisting of
Mrs. Darden, Chaoirmen, Mr. Eikc and Miss Heguo; and a Rosolutions Committoc
consisting of Mrs. Machcn, Choirman, Mr, Favour end C.E. Stevens. The
Cormittee then adjourned for lunch et which they were guests of Professor
and Mrs., ¥reer in a special College Dining Room in Weshtover Hall.

The afternoon session was called to order in the Auvditorium of
the Mein Building of Lynchburg Colle ge about 1:30 P,M, by the president, Dr.
Hostetter. The welcome by the Secretary mentioned the facts that of the
15 persons who sttended the organization meseting in December of 1929, O are
still mecmbers; of tho 42 who peid dues in the early months of 1930 and wnere
accordingly countes? charter members, 16 arc still on our rolls and their
namcs are llisted on the program.

The zeapcrs by Robert O. Paxton, C.0, Handley, Sr. and J.J. Murray

arc to be publishcd in carly issucd of THE RAVEN. At the last minute

Dr. Grey wmas uncble to come e&nd his peper was not rcod. The Panel on
Activities and Progress of Bird Clubs and Chapters of the V.5.0. which was
plsan:ad and moderated by lirs. Tiltshire brought out the varied work of
different groups. The Turkey Sag Club was started in 1949 by Dr. Grey aand hes
one very active field worker, C.Z. Stevens. It feels the need of teen~agers
in its membership but has aroused widespread interest in birds and other
animal life through bringing a series of Audubon Screen Tour Lectures to
hurlottesville. The Hemptom Roads Bird Club was organized in 1951 and has
monthly meetings from Soptember through June. There are many children among
its 35 members. The Cape Henry Bird Club, an offspring of the Tidewater
Naturcl History Council is only &« year old and has many young members.



Page 48 THE RAVIN tpril, 1954

It hag meetings regulerly from November through March, thce members proscnting
tho programs. The Roanoke Area Club, organized in 1936, is less active now
but has collected much infommation on its spring field trips. Z¥rom a group
of bird students of earlier days in Lynchburg, three wers mentioned who have
retained a very active interest in birds while persuing professionsl studies
in other fields. After a period of reduced activity, & High School boy is
"spark-pluggling" the rejuvenation of the Lynchburg Chapter.

At this point the presentation of papsrs was interruptcd and cll
ad journed to the exhibit room where Lis. Wake was serving delicious punch.
The exznibits ineluded the first issuc of THY RAVIEN, some reccent books on
birds, peomphlets on the valuo of hawks and owls, bird skins, mountcd birds
and a demonstration of bird bandine.

The Congervation Round Table included papers by Mr. Shomon and
Dr. Mosby which will appear in THE RAVEN. Mr. Rountrey explained that the
present state laws concerning birds are too generel. They refer to blackbirds
instead of a particular species of blackbird and allow an open season on
predatory or undesirable species without naming any species. The model law
which has recently been adopted by several states allows any bird caught in
the act of killing (as of poultry) to be killed rather than allowing the
killing of that specics in generel., It 1s his hope, after educatins the
citizens on the value of hawks and owls as destroyers of rabbits end field
mice and with the cooperation of other orgenizations in the state, to
recomnend the model law to the Ceneral Assembly. With the possible exception
of the Great Horned Owl which frequently includes poultry in its diet, the
value of owls in general in dostroying rats, mice and rabbits was emphasized
by Mr. Perkins. The film about hawks and owls did not arrive. Aftcr
directions for finding Randolph-Macon Vomen's Collcge wherc the next ovents
wore schedulod, the meeting adjourncd.

An autographed copy of the Check-List of the Birds of Virginia and
e green Scare-Crow sheet beslde each dinner plate along with place ceards in
the shzpe end color of rale cardin:ls lent color to the tables and proved to
be very interesting. About 80 members and friends enjoysd the dimner. The
eight charter members in attendance were seated at the table with the officoers
and spezker of the ovening. 4An important event that was not on the printed
Progrem was the presentation by Mr. Miller on behalf of the V.S.0. of an
original copy of the rare first wlume of Bent's LIFE HISTORIES OF NORTH
AMERICAN BIRDS to Dr. Murrcy in approciation of his invaluablc work as REditor
of’ THE RAVEN. The next hour passcd very cuickly as Dr. Brooks, with his
ploasent, informal mennor and flucnt comnand of words, nerratcd somc of the
goological history and plecturcd thc unigucncss of the fauna ond flor_ of tho
Appalachian Mountoins.

At the business meoting it was moved and voted to adopt the revised
constitution as published in the November-December issue of THE RAVEN.
Mr. Watson read the proposed By-Laws in regard to the affiliation of Local
Clubs or Chapters and along with the By-Laws published with the constitution
they were adopted uws read. At a second brief business meeting held at the
end of the field trip luncheon on Saturday the reports of the Nominzting
Resolutions Committee were heerd. Mrs. Darden presented the following
nominations: Prcsident, Jack Perkins; Vice-President, Paul Favour; Seerctary,
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Robert J. ‘atson; Treasurer, C.C. Steirly; for the Lxecutive Committee, for
one yeer to fill unexpired terms, lr., Beaseley and Mr. Eike; for three years,
wrs. Machen, Dr. Grey and Mrs, Coleman. No nominations came from the floor
in response to the call for such and the above named slete was unanimously
elected.

Mrs. Ifachen read the folloving report: The Committec on Resolutions
deeply appreciates the cfforts of all who have made this silver anniversary
meceting memorable. Our thanks to Frofessor and Mrs. Frecer for the delightful
lunchcon for the Excecutive Committcc on Fridey, April 23; to Mr. Samucl
Rollcr gor the tcmporary cmblecm appcaring on the program and for the placce
cards at thc annual dinncr; to Miss Leura Bliss and Miss Hestor Hastings for
managing registration; to Mr. M.B. Tilletson for tho skcteh on the dinner
tickcts; to John Withrow and Mclvin Mitehcell for tho coxhibits; to Mr. A.He
Fast =nd Bruecc MeCartney for tho bird banding domonstrotion; to Mr. Wiltshiro
for his donation of thc printcd programs; to Miss Margarct Dowdy, Lynchburg
College Nows Burcau for sonding out 134 lettors about the V.3.0. mecoting;
to Mrs. Wiltshire, Dr. Haguc, Miss Prior and Profcssor Frcer cnd thelir
committec for arrangements for the V.5.0. meeting; to Dr. lMurray for the
Scarc=~Crow shects at the dinner; to Mrs. Wills for thc flowers at the dinnor;
to Mrs. R,B. Stophons ond lMrs. Waltor Wincman for florol arrangoments ci
Lynchburg Colloge.

Our furthir t-cniks to Lynchburg Collcgc for the usc of their
huildings for the Exccutive Committeoc, the aftornoon program ond thce Tcm »n
April 23 (it was poculiarly eppropriatc for the Executive Committee to meet
in the very room where the V.S.0. was founded in 1929); to Randolph~¥acon
Woman's College for the use of their facilitles for the dinner and the
evening program; and to Sweet Brier College for the use of their grounds for
the field trip end of their boathouse for the lunch; and firally to the
Lynchburg Chapter for their donation of the plequc in honor of the founding
of the V.S.0.

Mr., Pericins announced the reappointment of Dr. Murray as Editor
of THE RAVEN and the Chairmen of the Conscrvation, Membership and Publicity
Committees. Then in the carly aftcrnoon of Seturday, April 24, the 25th
Anniversary Vcocoting of the V.S5.0. adjourncd.

-~ BSweet Briar, Virginia
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TREASURER'S REPORT
On hand and deposited in Bank of averly, November 7, 19353 8 589,71
Received from dues end ;(ifts (through £pril 20, 1954) ’ 515,00

TOTAL * 1104,71

Expenditures:
Znvelopes and printing $ 19.32
Letterheads for RAVLN 91,08
Postage (tresasurer) 21,00
Check Lists '1.4.S. 9,25
Dr, Vurray's gift 40,00
RAVEN production (3 issuss) 164.28
¥ 314,80
$1104,71
344,90
On rend in Bank of Waverly, April 21, 1954 4 759,81

-- C.C, Steirly, Treasurer
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TH:Z 1954 V.S5.0. FIFLD TRIP

By Kenneth Lawless

The V.S.0. field trip assoclated with the annual spring meeting
begar. for the eager parties about 4:30 A,M, with other parties starting at
various leter times, the majority gettinm out around 7:00 A.M,

The early hours were oloudy with slight fogz, and thils changed to
broksr clouds for most of the morning with warm sunshine. Although early in
the mornine~ i1t seemed t¢ be a good day for the "grounding" of birds and thus
better observation conditions for the observers, the later improving weather
probably enabled the migratirs species to nmove on, thus cutting down on the
total number of individuals observed.

No trcamendous flocks of warblers or other migreting birds were
observed as ofton hapens &t this timo of year, but small numbers of a fairly
large number of individuals werc obscrved. Theo greatast flocks (and thesc
wero small) of warblors appcared along the ridge above tho lake on tho Sw.o
Briar Campus. Myrtle Warblcrs wcre in gencral the most abundant tronsicnt warbler.
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Two lakes, one of about 12 acres on the Sweet Briar Cempus end s
slishtly lerger one just off the cempus, ylelded 2 very disappointing list of
weter birds consisting of a Pied-billed Grebe, two Blue-winged Teal, a Wood
Duck, a Green Heron, and several Spotted Sandpipers. A trip to the much
ler~er Pedlar lake by one group added only the Osprey to this list of birds
associated with water,

Nestins activity wes apparent on all sides. The most interesting
"Pinss" were a Pileated Woodpsecier nest ond severcl Yellow-throated Vircos
and Rluo-gray Gnatcatehers building nests.

The group did not break 100 on this trip but did comc close with 98,

The list of individuals sécn followurs: Pled-billed Grcbe; Green

Heron; Blue-winged Togl; Weed Duck; Turkey Vulture; Black Vulturc; Sharp-shinnod
Hawk; Cooper's Hawk;’%%gﬁﬁgﬁiﬁgogaﬁgﬁk; Osprey; Sparrov Hswk; Bob-uhite;
Killdecer; Spottcd Sandpiper; Mourning Dove; Yellow-balled Cuckoo; Baorred Owl;
Whip-poor-will; Chimncy Swift; Ruby-throated Hummingbird; Belted Kingfishir;
TFlicker; Pileatod Uoodpeckor; Red-bellied Vioodpecker; Red-hcadcd Woodpecker;
Hairy Woodpcckcr; Downy Woodpcekc r; Kingbird; Crested Flycatchor; Phicbo;

Trcc Swallow; Rough-winged Swal low; Barn Swallow; Blue Jay; Crow; Carolina
Chickadee; Tufted Titmouse; White~breasted Nuthatch; House 'Tren; Bewick's Y%Wren;
Carolina YWren; Mockingblrd; Catbird; Brown Thrasher; Robin; Wood Thrush;

Hermit Thrush; Gray-cheeked Thrush; Bluebird; Blue-gray Gnatchtcher; Ruby-

sned Kinglet. Cedar Wexwing; Loggerhead Shrike; Starling; White-eyed Vireo;

Yﬁgggfg%grgéff a¥§r9f§eo§ Red-eyed Vireo; Black-ané-white Wa;bler; Parula
Warbler; Yellow Varbler; Cape Mzy Varble r; Myrtle Varbler; Bleck-throated Creen
Warbler; Cerulean Warbler (Five of these meen); Yellow~-throated Warbler;

Pine Warbler; Prairie Warbler; Yellow Palm Warbler; Oven Bird; Loulsiana
Water-thrush; Yellow~throat; Yellow-breasted Chat; Hooded “arbler; Redstart;
English Sparrow; Eastern Meadowlark; Red-wing; Baltimore Oriole; Furple
Grackle; Cowbird; Scarlet Tanager; Summer Tancger; Cardinzl; Rose-hrensted

Gres beak; Pinc Siskin; Goldfinch; Red-oyed Towhee; Savanneh Sparron; Grass-
hopper Sparrow; Vesper Sparrow; Slate-colored Junco (2); Chipping Sparror;
Field Sperro; "hite-crovncd Sparrow; White-throzted Sperrow; Song Sparrov.

-= Charlottesville, Virginia
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THE ART OF BIRD STUDY

By Robert 0. Puxton

Vith this cnnucl meeting the Virginla Society of Ornithology hes prses
ed » very importent milestone in its carcer: & silver caniversery. It occurs
to mc clso that individual bird students prss milestones in thuir develowvment
in this hobby. "Therc is ¢ point of tr-nsfurcl", Roger Tory Petcrson wrote in
Blrds Over Amocrica, "thet bridacs the grp from the bird listor to the bird
wotcher. " Petorson went on to duseribe onc men, Joscpr Hickoy, who mrdc the
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transfer from o bored victim of "tho lurec of the list", os he ealls it, to the
suthor of tho clessic 4 Guids to Bird Vatehing. 1In thot book Hiekcy himself
comprred the tmo kinds of bird study. On onc sidc of this point of tronsfercl,
there is the "field card school of ornithology, which," says Hickey, "measures
success in terms of the rarity, the first migrent, and the bie list. At its
best, it 1s a sport, testing the eye, the ear, and one's legs. At its worst,
it is a mad rush to the next oaesls, with birds ticked off on the run, and a
great relleance placed on both gasoline and brakes."” On the other side of this
point of transferal is the art of bird watching. Says Hickey, "It is the art
of discovering how birds live. Through it the neaturalist csn cross the frontier
of knowledge and explore an unknown world."

On this twenty-fifth anniversary, it bchooves us to ask, "Are v,
as & group, listers or real bird students? I feel sure that we are o hcalthy
mixturc., Tomorrow we ore going on a listing spree, which many of us enjoy to
the point of being dubbod "“the lunetic fringo"™. Throughout tho year, too,
mony V.5.0. mombers study birds soriously, adding to scicntific ornithology -
gome by profossion, somc by avocation. Thoere is room for a grecat deal morc,

Just what is so desirable about passing that point of transferal,
becoming & bird student who enjoys an occasional listing spree rather than
just @ lister? The simplest answer is, it is more fun. lieny a person who
has grown stale with & simple interest in the out-orf-doors has seen new
horizons in serious bird studv. In the spring of 1884, & rather unambitious
bank clerk with a mild liking for the out-of-doors, named crank M. Chapman,
was awakened by one experience with a cooperative project. "I recad & notice,"
Dr. Chepman wrote later in his autoblography, "big with import for me, calling
for volunteers t¢0 observe and report upon the migration of birds.«. This
step determined my future... Between March and May I went throusgh the
motions of a bank clerk, but for the whole period I lived, thought and dreamed
the life of a blrd student." Plugging away almost around the clock, he lost
a lot of weight. In the process he caught the 8isecse of scrious bird study,
which, ©s Joseph Hickey explzins, is a “sort of paralysis of the central
nervous system which can be cured only by rising at dawn and sitting in a boghe.

There is another reasbn for passing this "point of transferal.
The ornithologist, unlike the chemist, bas ell neture for a laboratory. 3xcept
for the very few genulne controlled experiments ~'rich have beew devised in
biology, the ornithologists depenis for date upon the notcs of amstcurs like
you and me.

"Bird watching," Joseph Hickey went on to say, "embraces the
Individual enierprise on ons hand, collective effort on the other.," It is
markced by "a ready exchange of cxperiencet, If the individual effort half of
bird study is to have any significance, it tust be communicable to others.
Effective notes are the foundation of serious bird study. The essential
qualities of good no*es are comrleteness and absolute accuracy, of coursse;
but just as vital, some system & order which will make the notes intelligible
end veluable to others. Most material is best arranged with one page or one
card allotted to each species or sub-species. IEntries are made according to
date and subject mattecr. In this ey, a life history is compiled for cach
specles. Notes kept in diarv form show the ebb and flow of the seasons, but
alloT no work orn indaividusnl anccics.
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Now the second half of serious bird study; collective effort. There
are now open for V.S.0. members s number of cooperative enterprises which not
only rive bird study conscious direction and broader horizons, but also help
pke this group a potent influence in a growing science of ornithology.

The old standby among cooperative enterprises in serious bird study
is the Christmas Bird Count. In these past twenty-five yecers, 263 Christmas
Bird Counts have been taken and published in Virginia, quadrupling from 6 in
1929 to 24 in 1953. Thig is & project which gratifies both the listing and
the studying instincts. The real significance of the counts appear only after
the same area has been covered a sufficient number of times for the chance
factor to have been largely cancelled out.

Winter population studies are more intensive - a2nd hence, more
valuable = projects. A specific territory is selected, preferably of a
homogeneous ecological type, and population figures are arrived at after
many trips to the area. These are published along with a description of the
habitet. Studles of this type have been made in recent years at Charlottesville.

A similaer operation is involved in a Breeding Bird Census. Again a
specilfic territory is selected, preferably of a well-defined ecological type,
anrd thte territories of breedir- rlrds mapped out in 1it. Valuable information
appears on the donsity of particular species (how many ovenbirds nest per
hurdred acres of a glven type of forest?), on the density of total bird
population in certain types of hobitet (ere there lewer birds in grazed wood-
lands then in ungrazed?), or on the reletion between hibitat and species. A
model breeding bird census has baen Wendell Smith's study in Vermont of a
forcst crea damaged in the hurricane of 1939 In 15 years the habitat has
changed, and with 1t, the bird life. In Virginia, to my knowledsge, breeding
bird censuses have been taken and published only et Lexington, Appomattox
County, and Norfolk.

fZvery Tall, hawk watchers teke stations on peaks throughout the
Middle Atlantlc States. A date is set each year by Chendler S. Robbins, at
the Patuxent Research Refuge, usually about the middle of September. Counts
are made Trom 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., mith tebulations along with weather data every
half hour. On September 17, 1949, Mr. and iirs. Max Carpenter ticked off 836
hawks from the top of Reddish Xnob, near Harrisonburg.

A cooperative study of migration dates in comparison with weather
is now being carried out at Patuxent. A list of birds included in this study,
elons; with instructions for perticipating, appeared in the current RAVEN.

One project to ~hich meny members of the V.S.0. are now contributing
is the gquarterly national survey of the season, published in Audubon Field
Notes. Those 1living east of the Blue Ridge should send data to Dr. lurray,

6 White Street, Lexington, Virginia; those living west of the Blue Ridee to
Dr. Maurice Brooks, Division of Forestry, West Virginla University, Morgantowm,
Test Virginia. Seasonal summaries are due on April 1, June 1, Zugust 15, and
December 1. A velueble addition to THE RAVLIN has been the Virginia Scasonel
Reports drewn up by Fred Scott. These, of course can be no better than the
material sent in.

Bird banding is a cooperetive entervrise of which everyone has at
least & vegue impression. Aside from some intermittent banding of shore bird
colonies by V.8.0. members, most of the banding in Virginia is done at BacA Bey
and By Mr. A.H. Fast and Nrs. M.B. Peacock at Arlington.
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I believe the most exotic cooperative project of all is lunar
migratory study. Do birds fly ecross the Gulf of Mexico each spring, or do
they work their way up the isthmus to Texas? The states of Texas and
Iouisiana have had a running feud on the matter. Then in 1946 George H.
Lowery, Jr., Curator of the LSU Museum of Zoology, set out observers to scan
the moon with a low-powered telescope and to note the direction of eech
pasaing bird. A math profeassor at LSU was sble to translate these directions
into compass courses, with the aid of sinesg, cosines, and tangents. After
this project got started, it aopeared that the students mannlng their
telescopes were doing moro then merely settling the difference betwecn Texas
and Louisiana. When @&o birds travel? Do they move in groups? How high do
they fly? How meny pass through over one arca on esny one night? Such
questions could be given concrotc enswers with the help of a telescope, some
peoplc who would rathcr wateh birds, cvon crossing the moon, than slecp, and
a moth profcssor. By 1948, 29 posts werc cstablishod throughout thc Eest.
None of this vork has bocn donc in Virginis, as far as I know.

These few cooperative enterprises are just a sample of those open
to members of the V.S5.0. [any people could dream up their own projects.
Not only cen V.S.0. members get & lot out of such projects; the V.S.0. can
enter 1ts second quarter-century stronger and more useful for its cmbers
who have vnassed that "point of transferal”.

-~ Lexington, Virginia
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE V.S.0. TO VIRGINIA ORNITHOLOGY

By J.J. Murray

Pre-VS80 ornithology in Virginia was an individual matter, with
the individuals few end far between. To be sure, there hed always been an
active group of professional workers around Washington, few of whom lived
on our side of the river and others of whom had been doing field work and
collecting in our state. Thelr sctivities, however, werc centered in the
Capitzl City. There was elso a rother cctive Audubon Society in Alexundric,
under the leadership of Miss Ketharine Stuert. Apart from these, only two
or three people in the state were making any serious effort at bird study
in 1929.

“hen Professor Freer sent out his letter in October, 1929,
guggesting a state organization he had before him the names of about 6 people,
many of them in the Alexandria organization, who were said to have some
interest in birds. From thess prospects he had replies from 35 peonle,
18 of whom were present at the organization meeting in Lynchburg. Few of
these 18 people hsd had much field experience, but all of them wanted to begin.

At this first meeting it was agreed that the two primary purposcs
of the V.S.0. would be, first, "to draw together the bird students of the
state into @ sroup wherethey may know and help one another"; snd, second,
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"to gather and assemble data or the birds of Virginia... and thus to lay the
foundation for the preparation of a revised catalogue of the birds of Virginia".
AMlthough all of us were strictly amateur in status, it was decided even et

the beginning that our aims would be chiefly scientific. While a welcome

was extended to anyone interested in birds, no matter how slight his knowledge,
we were not concerned so much with numbers as with thoroughness of work.

During the 25 years of our existence that program has been adhered
to. All have beer welcome; the effort has been made to provide a pleasant
fellowship; but the program of the society has been set on the plane of
study. In the first issue of THE RAVEN, in Jenuery, 1930, the kind of
information desired wes outlined. The February issue repeated the statement
that "the primary object of the Society and of 'The Raven' is to provide a
mediur for the exchange of field notes and for the compiling of data on
Virginie birds". It was made clear that for our purposes a report on the
stotus through the year in any locality of a common bird, such as the Cardinal,
was of much more velue than the record of the isolated occurrence of some
rare species. This issue also contzined the ststement that it wes probable
that, leaving out the section just around "ashington, less ornithological
work had been done in Virginie than in any other Atlantic Coast state, with
the exception of Georgia. TFollovwing the work that has becn in these 25
years, it may now be said that therc are few Southern states which have a
more accurate ornithological picture than Virginis.

It may be pointed out that at the time ol the organization of the
V.S.0. only two Southern states were publishing state journals: Florida,
with THE FLORIDA NATURALIST, end Kentucky, with THE {ENTUCKY VARBLIR. THE
MIGRANT began publicetion iIn Tennessee in the sere yesr as THE RAVEN. It
may also be said that our society had a very definite influence on the
organization of the North Carolina Bird Club, which has since grown into the
Caroline Bird Club, and possibly zlso on the other state groups.

Durine this period the material in THE RAVIN has totalled about
2000 mimeographed pages, or enough to make some ten ordin~ry books of 300
printed psges.

The first result of the field work of V.5.0. members was the
publication in our second year, in February, 1939, of "A Consolidated List
of the Birds of Wine Local Regions of Virginia®. The nine places vere the
Hampton Roads area, King William County, fmelia County, Brunswick County,
Charlottesville, the Lynchburg area, Rockbridge County, Montgomery County,
and the Bristol area. That preliminary list covered 279 birds, 14 of which
had not been listed by Rives. This became the basis Tor ocur future ficld
work. Additions to znd changes in this list were published from time to
time. Another early result was the publication in THE AUK, in April, 1033,
of a paper, "Additions to the Virginis Avifauna Since 1890". This paper
briefly brought up to date the Virginia part of the list in Rives' book,
"A Cetalogue of the Birds of the Virginias". His list was extended to
353 species and subspecies.

During these years attention has been called, both in THE RAVEN
and at the annual meetings ol the Society, to the gaps in our knowledge.
The places which need special study and the type of problems which should
engage our attention have been pointed out.
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It is interesting to note the number of &aress in the state which
heve been studied with some care. Long and detailed ennotated lists, based
in most cases on 2 minimun of five years study, have been published in THE
RAVEN from the folléwing places: Cape Henry Region (John H. Grey, July~‘ugust
and September-October, 1950); Richmond (F.R. Scott, September-October and
November-December, 1951); Albemarle County (John H. Grey and C.E, Stevens, Jr.,
November-December, 1949); Amelia and Brunswick Counties (John B. Lewis,
September, 1938); Chatham (Eleanor Herrick, September-October, 1937); Pittsyl~
venia County (Robert B. Eggleston and Royster Lyle, Jr., May-June, 1952);
Rockbridge County {(J.J. Murray, July and August, 1944). Included here should
be briefer papers, bringing up to date papers published elsswhere: Lynchburg
area (R.S. Freer, August-September, 1941); Montgomery County (C.0. Handley, Sr,
and Jr., Jgnuary, 1937, March=-Amil, 1940, Januury, 1946; J.W. Murray ond
R.J. Vatson, July-fugust, 1949).

In addition we have had extensive popers, based on shorter periods
of work and particularly during the breeding scason, for many other places:
Stumpy Lake, Norfolk (Mrs. A.C. Reed, February-iMarch, 1941; W.F. Rountrey,
February-March, 1954); Cobb Islond (J,J. Murray, June, 1937 laurice Brooks,
January-February, 1940; .lexander Sprunt, October, 1940; as well es many good
accounts of one day trips); Dismal Swamp (J.J. Murrey, June, 1932, March-ipril,
1948; C.E. Stevens, Jr,, July-iugust, 1946); Chesterfield County (W.R. DeGarmo,
Spril-May, 1938); Camp Lee, Petersburg (...L. Nelson end Ray Greenfield,
November-December, 1936); Prince Williem County (James Baird, September-October,
1952); .ppomattox County (liorton Marshall, September-October, 1945); Camp
Rapid an, Madison County (James R. Sydnor and Willism B. Ward, ./pril-Moy, 1941;
Sydnor, June-July, 1942); Friry Stone Stcte Perk (J.J, Murray, July, 1941);
Front Royal (J.¥W, Taylor, March-.pril, 1953); Fort Valley, Shenandoczh County
(Cs0. Hondley, Jr,, November-Decembor, 1945); ./pple Orchard Mountain (R.S.
Freer, lMay=-June, 1936); Highland County (Meyricc Brooks, November-Decembér,
1935; J.J. Murray, .Jugust, 1938, June-July, 1939; linor, Scott, and Stevens,
September-October, 1948); Mountrin Leke (Robert P, Carroll and D.R. Hostetter,
October-Novembor, 1933; Hos tetter, July- ugust, 1937, Jonuary-February, 1945);
Burke's Garden, Tazewell County (J,J., Murray, July, 1940); Rocky Knob
District, Blue Ridge Parkway (Williem Lord, March-Zpril, 1949); Fhite Top
Mountain (J.J. Murray, September-October, 1935, Mey-June, 1936); Mt, Rogers,
(JoJ, Murray, July, 1937; Minor, Scott and Stevens, September-October, 1948)

It will be seen that these pepers fairly well plot the map of
Virginia, At the same times, it should be pointed out that there are two
important areas in which our data is still far from complete: the lower
Shenandoah Valley, around !'inchester; and the wider valley floors in extreme
Southwest Virginla,

The third year of THE RAVEN saw the first papers on nesting birds,
beginning with one by F.M. Jones on "The Nesting of the Sycemore Warbler in
Southwest Virginie" (February-March, 1932), Later papers discussed the Red-
tailed Havk (F,M, Jones, May 1932; J.J. Murray, July-/ugust, 1943); Broad-
winged Havk (F.M, Jones, July, 1932); Cooper's Havk (F,ll. Jones, June, 1932);
Great Horned Owl (J.B. Leuwis, April-May, 1933); Kingfisher (J.B. Lewis,
September-October, 1936); Pileated Woodpecker (J.B, Lewis, June, 1934);

Prairie Horned Lark (J.B, Lewis, April-May, 1937}; Blue Jay (J.J. lurray,
January, 1938); Raven (Jacob X, Hostetter, November-December, 1938; J.J. Murray,
July-/ugust, 1949)., Ulore extensive life history papers were published on the
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Hummingbird {Mrs. 2.C. leced, September, 1942); Brown-headed Nuthatch (Floy
Barefield, September-October,1943); and a Master's Thesis for Cornell Univer-
sity on "The Life History of the Brown Thrasher", by #dna Becker of Hollins
Colleze (June, 1941). Ve need more papers in the life history field.

Among gpecizl stulies that have appeared in THE RAVEN are the
following: on the distribution of shrikes (C.E. 4ddy znd C.0. Hardley, Sr.,
July, 1940); on faunal zones in Virginia (J.J. Murreoy, January, 1939, March-
April, 1945, Septenber-October, 1946; R.J. Watson, September-October, 1948;
Richard L. Hoffman, May-Jur=z, 1950); on the range of the Black Vulture (J.J.
Murrasy, November-Decerber, 1937); on the relation of lumberin~ to bird
distributions (C.C. Steirly, Julr-iugust, 1953); : topocraphic study of
Virginia ornithologzy (J.J. Murray, May-June, 1940); the plottine of the
Bveninc Grosbesk invasion in 1951-52 (Robert O. Paxton, July-fugust, 1952);
and an anslysis of the Christmas Counts during the work of the V.3.0. (John H.
Grey, Janusry, 1954);

In populstion studies we have not done much, possibly because of ths
drudzery involved in this kind of work ond the amount of time which it requires.
There have been very few breeding bird censuses in Virginie. A series of
eight (1944-1951) by the writer and of two (1947, 1948) by Robert Paxton at
Lexington, one by Mrs. A.C. Reed at the 'ildflower Sanctuary at Norfollk, aornd
three (1942-1944 by Morton Marshall st Pamplin, Appomattox County, scem to
be the total. The only winter bird population studies have becn those by
C.E. Stevens, Jr. at Charlottesville, from 1948 to 19%2. Ve need more
censuses of both kinds in menv different kinds of habitat. We need also
intensive cooperavive studizs of small areas during the breeding season, such
as thosc made by the Brooks Bird Club of %est Virginis on its annual forays.

It may be said that the V.S5.0. program was the inspiretion of the
only Doctor's degzrce in ornithology ever given by a Virginia institution.
This dcgrec was awarded by the University of Virginis to Dr. D. Ralph Hostetter
Zor his work on the life history of the Carolins Junco -t Mountain Lako.

The climax of our field work to daztc has becen the publication of
she book, "4 Check-List of thce Birds of Vipginia™ in 1952. Unpretentious
in form, it noverthcless contains a good deal of information and glves a
rcasconably completc survey of the status in Virginia of somc 412 birds.

No doubt the most important thing that the V.S5.0. has donc for
Virginia ornithology has been the development of a zood group of younger
bird students. During thesc ycars not o few of thom have becomc compotent
ficld workers. Some of them indced are alrcady being pushed along into an
oldcr class by the new crop that is rapidly coming to the front. We cun
fecl, with the treining of thesc younger and morc energetic men and vomen,
that the future of our Socicty ¢nd of Virginio ornithology is sccurc.

-- Lexincton, Virginia
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE PROGRAM OF WORK fOR THE V. S. 0.

By John H. Grey, Jr.

One simple sentence may summarize my suggestions. To stimulate our
nembers to study birds. If such a statement sounds trite then let us recsll
three facts which may indicate that if we are studyinz birds, we must be
hiding our light under the proverbial bushel.

1. Virginia sent no report to the Fish and Tildlife Service to
help in their cocperative study of the arrival dates of birds. Reports came
fron 47 states and provinces, with Virginia among the three states which did
not report.

2. THE RAVEN for 1953 was an excellent volume. Thirty people wrote
the whole of it - some 10% of our membership - end only seven sent in more than
one contribution. WNearly half the materlal was furnished by Murray and Scott, -
and hed it not been for the meterisl of these two hard workers, there would
have Been scant information in o slender volure.

3. The official bird group of the U.S.4. is the American Ornithologist
Union, with its magazine the AUK. Most people who are really interested in
studying birds belong, noelt only to learn, but also to add their support to
the authorstative work which thc Union does. The October 1953 issue of the
AUX lists all those affiliated with the Union. I did not count every page,
but I did cheelk the first 1,200 namcs, and among these are only ten members of
the V.S.0., and ten others from Virginia around Vashington. Not very hearty
support for a strong club like ours that has been establishcd a guarter of
a century.

Now, lot's take a look at some of the things we might do to stimulate
our members to study birds; understending that in this case "to study" means
three things - to obscrve, to rccord, and to recport. Some of these ideas may
need official sanction of the BExeccutive Committee, but thecre are others vhich
anyone may lay hold of and work on. 1In othcr words, horo arc some thinzs you
and I may do, together and scparatcly.

I. ZEsteblish More Local Clubs. We alrcedy havc somc strong clubs
such as Turkoy Sag at Charlottcsville; the Hempton Roads of Newport News and
Hampton; and the Natural His tory Sociocty of Norfolk. Nonc of thesc are
groups of spcoislists, nor have any of thom been cstabllished very long. How-
ovor, cach is furnishing a good dcal of leadership for the V.S5.0., is Qdoing
a good job of cnlisting the intcrcst of new people, and is treining a 1l rse
group of observers in the study of birds. We need a 1ot nore such gzroups.

A club need not be large, for onec of the best I ever knew was the Midlothian
of Edinburgh, with only six members - young men in their early years vho
together ran a banding station.

Also, each club ought to have some simple field problem to vork on.
For instance, =ny pgroup could take a piece of lend that is being developed as
a housing area, and study the changes in bird life, as farmland zives way to
suburban. Meadowlarks might di sappear, and Mockingbirds cowe in; and in every
section of our state there would be some difference in the species and numbers
which take over. Any amateur could add to our knowledge of bird life in
Virginia through such study.
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II. Intemsive VWork in Certain Areas: It is amazing that after 25
years there are still large sections of Virginia from which we have little
data. Tor instance, the southwestern corner from Radford west has been
touched but lightly; the Northern lleck has been overlooked; the territory
around Winchester deserves lots of investigetion. Eastern Shore was .worked
fof nesting birds on the outer islands, but no one knows just what land birds
are there, although Scott is now working on that area end persuading a few
othsrs to helv him out. Buggs Island Dam would be a Tascinating study as the
lake shore changes in vegetation and the waterfowl find more food in the lake.
Southside Virginia has had little work done on it ond Steirly hes recently
undertaken to make a study of some parts of it. James River Peninsuls is
being worked by Beasley and others of the Hampton Roads Club. Rountrey and
Burford are adding a great deal to our knowledge of bird life around Norfolk;
znd Perkins has a thorough knowledge of the birds of Back Bay. There zre
many other aress which invite just as careful a study, and which might prove
ecually interesting.

IIT. Life History Studies: We are proud of the work alresdy done
on the Carolina Junco; the Brown-headed Nuthatch; and the Brown Thresher.
There are several other birds which need to be studied in Virginia, or to
the south of us, ¢s we are close to the northern limit of their range. The
Mockingbird, which we take for granted, gets scarce sbove Washington; like-
wise the Carolina VWren, Summer Tanager, Blue Grosbeek, Black Vulture, Chuck-
will's-7idow, Prothonotary ‘arbler, and Swainson's arbler.

Morton Marshall, who lived at Pamplin, began work on the Carolina
Wren, and because he could walk limited distances chose a pair in his back
yard. One of his grestest thrills wes recording the variations in the
song of that male bird - in fset he told me he had observed 25 differences
in the song, and he was sure there were others he had missed. Some people
think of 1life studies as donc only in gradunte research Tor & degrec - but
here was 2 chap vho did it just for fun, ard found it rewerdirg.

IV. A4 Foray: The Brooks Bird Club of West Virginiwm hes popularized
this method of bird study by getting the members to spend & weck together at
gsome camp in June, and meke a thorough study of the bird life in the community.
-ifnyone may come who is willing to work in the field. This might offer our
best way to stimunlete many members to study birds, for if would mean that
each ons vould learn a great deal, ond some would hove to dig out their
fieid manueols and identify birds for themselves, rather than depend merely
upon somc leader to tell thom vhat they were seeing. The only way to learn
birds is to look 2t them, 2nd you learn bost —hen you arc forced to do your
own bbserving and make your ovn records.

A netural prace to begin such a Foray would be the Parkway. Shelter
and food could be made available, and it would be easy to spend our time in
the field without the problems of cookirng and what to do with dirty dishes.
Then we ought to move out to other places - Middle Mountein in Highland County,
Mt. Rogers, Eastern 3hore, or any of & dozen other imtoresting spots.

If we undertake such a gathering there should be some limit on
rurbers - at lesst to begin with, on the theory that groups in the field would
not be more than four to six, and that each would have a competent leader.
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Then there should be a somewhet larger group of those who &re as yet
inexperienced in field work, an¢ =ish to learn. As a person became pro-
ficient they would naturally graduate to a smeller group that would be
assigned a special area.

V. Regional Field Trips: The annual trips we now take are well
attanded, and I believe they indicate how many people really want to learn
how to study birds. The increase in the number of trips we take is en-
couraping - Back Bay, Cobb Island, Hog Island, Cuaristmas Count - but Te need
a great many more. The Audubon Scclety of the District of Columbia has a
trip nearly every week, or a lecture of some kind. We could not equal this
just now, but it ought not to be hard to schedule one a month. I should
think that the area to the east of Richmond could arrange a trip a month
vithout toc much trouble. A second grouping might be the Piedmont; or this
could be divided between Lynchburg and Charlottesville and the Valley folk
could be worked into thesc. The Valley itself offers so meny intercsting
trips that one a month might not be enoughs The purpose of such trips would
be not only to lcarn all we could about the bird life of the vieinity, but
also to stimulete people into using their eyes and notcbooks so that they
~ould know how to get the meet out of a trip and thus add to the plcasure
in living.

In addition to regional trips =& need to cncourage local groups
to plan regular trips to nearby points that offcer good bird study. Many a
novice goes &longz on thesc and gets interestced enough to go it alone with
glasscs end field manual to learn for himself. In migration a local group
ought to get into the field once a weck for at lecast = couplz of hours, far
there is hardly a trip that does not add to our knowladge of $he birds.

One of the most interesting trips a local group can toke is a
ey Count - similar to a Christmas Count, but with excellent chances of breaking
100 species and thousands of individuals. Also, & local club might well
have a contest Lo see who sees fThe nost species of birds in a yeer. The
Massachusetts fudubon Society Hoes this every yesr with astorishing results.

VI. More Help for the Editor: I never understood how Murray gets
all the work done that he turns out, snd hor he Xeeps it up to such excellent
guality. THE RAVEN has been a source of pride to ell of us. It just is not
fair to leave as much of the burden to the Editor, or to have him be forced
to prod people as hard as he as to prod me to get an article.

I would suggest @n editorial board of o few people who were willing
to work hzrd on certaein assigmments. Such a group might map out & series of
articles that should be written, and then ask individusls to write them -
keeping the requcst slive till the article was in print. Also, there might
be regular departments - The Scasons, Field Notcs, Christmas Count, Ficld
Trips, Specisl Projects of Study, News of Locnl Clubs, and tho likec. Such &
board might distribute the lozd of the Editor without lessening the quality
of the matcrial.

What we necd to do is for sach of us to feel the V.3.0. is our
personal responsibility, and to takce hold of the phase of bird study —hich
most appeals to us. Then = observe, record, and rcport - hat you have dono.

~- Willismsbvrg, Virginia
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CAUTION FOR CONSERVATIONISTS

By' Je J« Shomon
Chief, Zducation Division and Editor, Virgiris Wildlife
Commi ssion of Geme and Inland Fisheries

Lest there be some chence that the title be misunderstood mey I say
thet the topic assigned to me is the status of the rare and threatened and
persecuted forms of wildlife in America. It is a bip assignment and I feel a
certain inadecuacy to the task. But if you will bear with me I shall attempt
to zive you a short resume of the status of critical wildlirfe in North America
as best as I've been able to ascertain the facts.

Zxtincet Species

Since George "ashington's day, or more specifically since 1768, &
regretiable 15 species or subispecies of American birdlife have become extinct
on the ilorth smerican continent. To this list we can add 5 species of mammals,
with possibly severanl other subspecies, and one species of fish. There may
have becn other subsgpecies to vass out of the picture which we don't know
about or which failed to be recognized before texonomists begen seriously
classifying plaent and animal life. I particularly refer to the Townsend
bunting and the sea wink, about whieh there has been considerable question
in the past. :

Zceording to the latest information I have been able to obtain, 15
species of birdlife have reccently disappezred in Amcrica, They may be listed
as follows, with probable dsta of extinction:

Guzdeloupe mecaw Unknown Guadeloupe caracara 1900
Louisiona paroquet - Unknown - Caroliha paroquet 1904
Gossc macaw 18C0 Black=capped petrel 1912
Townsend bunting 1832 Passenger pigeon lol4
Pallas cormorant 1852 Heath hen 1931
Great auk 1853 Hskimo curlew 1930
Cuban trivolored macaw 1864 Ivory-billed woodpecker Recent
Labrador duck 1878

Time does not allow me to go into the details of the causes of decline
of the above species, since extinction factors are complex, obscure. Suffice
it to say that natural extinction of a species is the rule in nature, just as
biolozic death of a single individusel follows & basic natural law. Plant and
animal forms have arisen and Tallen in the geologic past, a number leaving no
trace whatever of their existence, sorie living to evolve into other forms, still
otihers to exist as remnants to carry on the spcerk of life. We do know that
some forms just naturally disappear. In recent times the inroads of settlement
and such things as pursuit of fur and plumage and eggs have had serious effects
on the status of the rarer forms of wild life. Ixcessive hunting for sport
and trophies and even wanton destruction has certainly helped deepen the
path of oblivion for meny syecies.
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Rare and Threotened North Amarican Birdlife

jow for & look ot our disuppesaring rirds. According to the latest
renorts aveileble, the following species of Americer birds can be classed as
rare or threatened in Americo:

Ivory-billed woodpecker (Probably Mexican black hawk
extinct) Red-bellied hawmk

Whooping crane Sennett white-tailed hark

Laysan teal Short-tailed hawk

California condor Sage hen

Tverglades kite Great white heron

Hawaiian goose Mississippi kite

Tmmmpeter swan Swallow-tailed kite

Greater sandhill crane White-tailed kite

Attwater's prailrie cnicken Florida burroving owl

Ross goose White-crowaned pigeon

Masked bobwhite Cape Sable scaside sparrow

White-winged &ove Aleution tern

Aplomado falcon Roseate tern

Peregrine falcon Kirtland warbler

Harris hawk Sutton warbler

As you con see, the above 1s a large and trazic compilation of
disappearing birdlife, I wisza a short reswie of each were possible but time
does not permit it. A few of the nore critical wildlife forms, howover, deserve
a short treatment.

Tvory-billed Vioodpecker. This magnificant woodpecker has just
about disappeared from the country. The National Audubon Scciety says the
ivory-billed is "now probably extinct” and that tre soclety has closed its
ganctuary in nortnwestern Florida. I have not heen able to know of uny
recent records of ivory-bills anywhere in the south with the possible exception
of northeastern Louisiana, where tvo Terale specimens are rcporied seen by
Roger Tory Peterson, the eminent ornithologist, in 1942. One ivory-bill was
sgen in this same Singer Tract s lato as December 1946.

“hooping Crane. This bird iIs now generally eoncoded to be tho
rarest North Amcrican bird. Birds arc nov in migration. A year ago the
population at the Aransas Refuge in Texas was listed as 21. Trenty-four of the
birds returnaed to their wintering grounds in Texas lTast faell, an incrcasc of
3 birds. There arc also 2 individuals in the New Orleans Zudubon Park Zoo.

The dramatic story of saving thoesc rare birds is well knovwn to this grour so
I ¢ill not go intc the whooping cranc story.

Laysan Tcal. This bird is rcported as occurring on Laysan Islond of
tho Pacific Occan, and, according to tho Fish and 1ildlife Scrvico, its numbers
arc dowmn to a criticol low figurc, perheps less than 50 birds.

Californin Conder. The next rarcst bird is the California condor, of
which r~bout 60 birds still remnin. Dr. Clarcence Cothom, Assistant Direcetor of
the Ul.S. Fish end "ildlife Scrviec, says that the populstion 8f condors has
boen held ot about 60 birds for o number of years. It is o scnescent race with
low reproduetion, the birds being subject to many ailments which do not befall
the more vigorous specics. Their nesting grounds arc lorgely in the Los Padres
Nationzl Forcst in the High Sicrres of California.
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Brerglades Kite. This bird is now restricted to about 60 individuals
in the Lske Okeechobee ares of Florida. The Fish and Wildlife Service is hope-
ful thet the development of their Loxahatchee Refuge southeast of Lake
Okeechobee will favor the return of this unique hawk. The bird is restricted
in its food habits and lives largely upon a single species of mollusk which
is fourd in this area.

Hawaiian Goose. This is another veéry rare form of waterfowli. It is
flightless and it is critically low in population. IFortunately, however, a
few birds were teken to Ingland recently and there they seem to be doing well
in captivity and are breeding.

Trumpeter Swan. According to the Audubon Society the number of this
species has been increasing ir recent years. In 19835 when the Fish and
Wildlife Service acquired the Red Rock Lakes Migratory Waterfowl Refupge in
Montana there were only 73 trumpeters left in the United States. Sincs that
time information has disclosed that there was 2 fair population in northern
British Columbia and southern Alaska. Through conservation and protection
the trumpeters have come back until now the population is listed at 577. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sorvice is transplanting young trumpcters to a number
of other refuges where they formerly occurred as brecding birds, and there is
hope of an incrcasc.

Greater Sandhill Crane. Largsly restricted in its nesting habits
to the large wildlife rcfuges in the west, this cranc is at a very low ebb.
Thz larger sandhill crane is cndangered beceuse it is associatod with the
lecsser sandhill cranc, which is a@bundant and somctimes causes crop damage.

Attwater's Prairie Chicken. This is another thrcetcned spieics.
Valgene Lehmann in his North Amcrican Fauna 57 lists the birds as being re-
duccd to a fcw thowsend. He polints out that their futurec is cntircly
dependent upon land practices in the Toxes arca.

Ross Goosc. Information rcportcd to me is that the spocics is
hovering somchwcrc in the neighborhood of 2400 birds. Though fully protccted,
thoy arc scen with their larger cousins, the lesser snow goosc, and a few
arc killcd cach yecar. They arc said to nest in the Perry River rcgion whore
it ncars the fLrctic Coast.

Though I have not listed the Lmerican Bald Eagle as eritical, it
is generally conccded that this fine Lmericen bird is also slowly disappearing.
Myrtle Broloy in hor book "Eagle Man" says that the birds hove seriously de-
clined in recent yeors nnd that the bald cogle is now in a bad woy. Her
husband, Charlos Brolcy, vho hos banded over 1000 cogles, belicves the U.S.
population is down to 1500 nesting poirs. The main remeining concentrotiouns
arc in Florida »nd the Chesapceoke Bay aren.

Bxtinct North fmerican Mammols

-8 reported carlicr, 5 specics of Jmoricnn moumals have disappersred
from MNoxrth /morica since 1768. Since all wildlife is related I believe they
should be mentioned here. They are as follows:

Steller sea crow 1768 Arizona elk 1901
Sea mink 1880 Dewson caribou 1008
California grizzly 1900
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Rare and Threatened North American Mammals

A number of mammals have been reduced generally throughout their
range and only remnants remain. A list of those endangered is as follows:

Teton grizzly bear Plains wolf

Plains grizzly besar Cougar

Merriam elk Guadelupe fur seal
Texas mountaln sheep Nelson walrus

Glacier bear Atlantic walmus
Fisher Sierra mountain sheep
Black-footed ferret Nelson mountain sheep
TWolverine Florida manateeo

Sea otter Carolinz beaver
Desert fox Flephant seal

Kit fox West Indian seal

Woodland caribou

May I point out again that this list may not be complete, and, that
there is net full agreement cmong mammologists and zoologists and biologists
as to the status of these species. For example, one conservation group
classes the Dastern fox squirrel as rare and threatened, yet the animal is
Tairly plentiful over certain sections of 1ts range as to question this.
There is not complete sgreemont on the exact status of the couger because it
is such a persecuted species. The marten too is a beautiful furbearer which
is apparently in eritical balancec,

The important thing to remember is that during comparatively recent
times a perfectly amezing number of species of American wildlife has been
extinguished or is nearing extinetion in North America. It is time for
conservation groups to take stock of the situation and do something drastic
zbout it. An esction program of protection and education is nceded.

In passing, may I offor a few suggestions as to what conservation
;sroups can do to help safeguard our priceless American wildlire heritage.

Trhore are two things that mon can do: provide the necessary pro-
tection for the existing tnreatened species by reducing, in a practical way,
all destructive factors. This means safeguarding the right quality and
cquantity of food and cover for a species and reducing to a ninimum the
decimating factors such as wanton destruction, illegal gmnning, fire, floods,
overgrazing, excessive lumbering, etc. Secondly, we must have a resurgent
crusade for conservation in ‘merica, directed at both young arnd old, so that
all persons will rhave a netter and a greater respect Tor all living things.
This means mass education toward the conservation concept as a way of life.

Eduecation and protection, the two greatest bulwarks we have Tor
the safeguarding of our remaining eritical wildlife, must be strengthened.
This demands an action program. IEvery conservation group should begin
immediately - if it has not already done so - a program of action aimed at
the long-range conservation and restoration of critical species in its area.
A real chellenge faces the Virginia Society of Ornitholory, just as it faces
other conservation groups in tho state, in the nation. The Virginia Society
of Ornithology is in an emviable position in Virginia to lcad the conservation
battlc for birdlife. Will the challenge be accepted or go unanswered? 1
lieave that question before you this afternoon.
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REVISED CONSTITUTION AND NEVW BY-LAWS ADOPTED BY THZ V.S.0.

At the business meeting 6 the V.S.0. held on April 23 the revised

constitution was adopted as printed in the November-December, 1953, issue of
THT RAVIN,

The following new by-laws governing affilistion of local c¢lubs with

the V.5.0. were also ecdopted:

S,

8,

Any group of siw or more persons may organize a local group and
apply for affiliation as a chapter of the Virginia Society of
Ornithology. All applications shall be subject to the approval of
the Ixecutive Committee of the V.S5.0. Any group which has had its
application accepted shall remain a chapter in good standing so
long &s it coumplies with the requirements of the by-laws.

Tach chapter shall pay annual dues to the Virginia Society of
Ornithologzy, payzble on January l. The amount of the dues shall
be determined by the number of members of the chepter as of
January l. . chapter consisting of 6 to 15 members shall pay
dues of $5.00 per yeer; 16 to 25 members, $7.50; over 25 members,
$10.00.

EFach chapter shall be entitled to receive oneé or more subscriptions
to THE RAVEN as follows: a chapter consisting of & to 15 members
shall receive one subscription; 16 to 25 mexbers, two subscriptions;
and more than 25 members, three subscriptions. Advarnce notice

of =all VS0 activities, such as meetings, field trips, and the

like, shall be sent to each chapter by the Secretary of the V30,

and chapter members shall have the privilege of attending all

such activities. Illews of chapter activities which may be of
general intersst shall be published ir THZ RAVEN.

Each local chapter nci already represented on the Executive
Comzittes of the VSO m=y choose o representavive for this rurpose,
as provided ir the Counstitution. Such representativoe shell be
required to be a member in good starding of the VS30.

Local chapters may choose any name they may desire, except that
no chapter mey us¢ a name &lready sclected by enother group.
They shall have full power to regulate their own organization
and affairs, provided their actions do not conflict with the
Constitution or by=-laws of the V30.

(For by-luws 1 to 4, soce THE RAVEN, November-December, 1953,
pare 92)
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PLANS FOR THE ELUE RIDGE FORAY
in Shenandoah National Park

Junc 18 anﬁ 19, 1954

L two-day foray in the northern Blue Ridge Mountains will again be
held this vcar on Friday and Saturday, June 18 and 19, in Shenandoah National
Park. During the past Bwo years this V.S.0. outing with its opportunity to
observe the sumner birdlife, wildflowers and outstanding scenery on the crest
of the Blue Ridge has proved to be a very popular one. Among the interesting
mountzin birds that will be secn in their breeding territory are the raven,
veery, mountain solitary vireo, Cairns' black-throated blue warbler, chestnut-
sided warbler, Canada warbler, rose-breasted grosbeak, Caiolina junco, and
(possibly): the winter wren.

Headguarters of the foray will be at 3kylznd (elev. 3600 feet)
with the trips each day scheduled to start from the dining room parking area
at 7:15 a.m. (Standard Time). TForay leader will be PFark Naturzlist Paul
Favour, assisted by Ranger-lMaturalist Donald Hoffmoster. Specific destina-
tions for both days* trips will be announced or Thursday evening, June 17,
at the regularly scheduled illustrasted natural history tall by Mr. Favour
in the Skyland Recresntion Hall at 8:30 p.m.

Both lodging (cottages) and meals, including special early 6:30
breakfasts on Friday and Saturday mornings, are availasble at Skyland.
Single room rates, $3.00 - $5.00; double, $5.00 - $8.00. Besides cottage
rooms, dormitory rooms each with two twin-beds are available at $1.50 per
person,

Skyland is located in the centrsl section of Shenandoah National
Park =2long the Skyline Drive ten miles south of Thornton Gap (Panorama),
viere UeS. 211 crosses the Drive. For those approaching from the south,
Skylond is 24 miles north of Swift Run Gap, where U.S. 33 crosses the Drive.

It is suggested thint those wishing to stay overnight at Skylend
write for rescrvations to the Virginis Sky-Line Company, Luray, Virgzinia,
When writing, be sure to identify yourself and perty as members taking part
in the Virginis Society of Ornithology foray.

Accommodations may olso be scecured et Big Mceadoms Lodge (ten miles
south of Skylsond) or outside the Fark near Luray and Sverrvville (15 to 20
miles from Skyland). Those wishing to cemp will find rn excellent compsround
in the Big Mendows arcn (compsites nre unreserved).

~=- Peul .avour
Luray, Virginia
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TROM THY PRESIDENT'S FILES

I should like to continue the practice bepur by Dr. Hostetter, my
predecessor, in writing this column which is in effect a letter 1o the member-
ship and may decrease the number of individual letters which must be written.

First, I want to express my appreciation to the membership for the
trust you have placed in me in giving me this job. I will try to live up
to the leadership given to us by Dr. Hostetter and all the cther fine
rresidents for the past 25 years.

We owe a debt of thanks to =ll those In the Lynchburgz area who
worked so hard to make the Annusel Meeting the success it was. The meeting
certoinly fulfilled all expectations for an imporiant anniversary. One
innovation which I showld like to see contirued in future nmeztings was the
display of mounted birds ond skins.

Now thet we have a new constitution and provisions for the affiliation
of chapters I om anxious that the verious local clubs around the state take
the necessary steps to become full-fledged chapters as soon as poscible.

As my first official duty I appointed chairmen of three of the
permanent committees. I should like to take this opportunity to aproint the
other members of those committecs and roguest that they scrve. The committees
arc as follows:
Conservation Committee:
W.JF. Rountrey, Chairman
Mrs., James V. "iltshire
James Svdnor

Publicity Committes:
Max Carpenter, Chairman
Dr. Ruskin S. Frcer
lMre, L.id&. Burford

Ilocmberchip Committec:

Mrs. Colgate W. Darden, Jr., Chairmsan
We Edwin Miller
Dr. John H. Grey, Jr.

Committec on Local Chapters:

Trederick ie Scott, Saalrman
Jir wike
lirs. rlargarct . Coloman

V.S.0. Roprasentestive to Vaskington, D.C. Conservetion Group:

Robert J. Jatson
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I want to emphasize again that if the V.5.0. is to attain its goal
to protect the hawks and owls in Virginia it is up to the individusal members
to put on an educational campeign to this end. I want to epologize for feiling
to provide the film which was to be shown in Lynchburg on hawks. Anyone who
would like to obtain it for showing to local clubs, or eny interested groups
mey borrown this same film, "Know the Hawks", by writing to Regional -Director.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Peachtree-Seventh Buildinz, At2anta 5, Georgia.
There is no fee charged. The only expense is the cost of mailing it back
to Atlanta. A 16 mm. sound projector will be necessary, however. This is a
good time to mention that other films on wildlife subjects are also aveilabl
on & loan basis and a list ol same 1s availsble from the same addéress. I hope
that in the future we can print a list of film sources for those of you who
are concerned particularly with youth education.

-- Jack E. Perkins
Back Bay Refuge
Virginia Beach, Virginia

——= 000 ---

MICIIGAN FROTECTS ALL HAWKS AND OWLS

Jlichigan's hawks and owls won't have to dodge bullets any longer.
They have a friend in Governor . Memnen Williems, who this week signed & bill
which protects all hawks and owls in the state.

The National Audubon Society reported that the bill was passed after
an intensive state-wide educational campaign by Lfudubon Societies and sports-
men's clubs. There was only one dissenting vote in the state legislature.

It is now illegal to xill any kind of hawk or owl in Michigan. An
exception provided that farmers may destroy these birds on the rare oceasions
when they are doing actual daomage to domestic stock.

The National Audubon Society observed that Michigan is ths second
stete to give effective proteetion to all birds of precy. Connecticut took
the some action in 1951. Havks and owls are not protected by the Migratory
Bird Treatics, as arc most other wild birds.

The Scc icty has just completed 2 survey of stabte bird protection
laws which reveals that only nine states still do not protcet any havks or
owls., liest statecs protect the majority of preodacious birds, having enscted
such laws at the bchest of nature groups and farm orgranizations which have
pointed out the vslue of these birds in controllingz rodent populations.

The Socicty also recported that 23 state conscrvation departmonts are
cooperating with it in the distribution of circulears about the valuc of havks
and owls. A spokesman said, "VWie believe that many other states will soon
Tollow Michigan's good example. The public is beginninz to recognize that pre-
dators sre essential to the health of the wildlife community and that the
continued slaughter of hawks, owls, and other predetory species is detrimental
to the cause of wildlife conservation. The small creciures that hatlcs and
owls eat breed so rapidly that there is an important job for every bird of
prey to do. In addition, these birds are among the most interesting and
highly-adapted creatures in the out-of-doors. Study of them will reward
anyone who undertalkes it."



Jbhe Raven

BULLETIN OF THE VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF ORNITHOLOGY

J. J. MURRAY, EDITOR
LEXINGTON, VA,

VOL. XXV MAY-JUNE, 1954 NOS. B & 6

COMTITS
Page

The mestern Shore of Virginia
By-[‘. R. SCOtt 6 590 ¢ 1 Fen VW oo ar LB R BPACDLHAEALNAEDSOastos 70

Bird Bandirg in Arlington
ByAIthur H. i'last 060 b v er s e Lab oAb ENIRAB I RGNS 77

A Tarbler l.akes the News
-.jy ITQ J. :_'\.-urray & D & 5 & 0 A o b a ¥ 4 g e A ad o e P E D> OS e AR 79

An 4Absolute Abundance Census in a Virgin Forest
By Steve @essen@er O 0P OLTLIIBREBEOINGIOIIPOIEDIOIPOLELAGARS 6 80

& ¥Felf-Hour wilth Shorebirds
By C. C. Steirly oV s 0Avanseacevse st eev0aboauLL L AR S 83

L Feedin~ Nethod of the Green-wingod Teal
B‘J Cl Cc Stoirly S 6 60500008 POOPSDESDL OISO OPLsed e bIess 85

Linzoln's Sparrow in Norfolk County
By iticherd H. Poegke, Jrs  i.ccesussrscescssrnsansassas 85

A Cool Morning at Lebanon
By Paul 3artSCh  cevesnsavessssnsvosssenavananensanes BB

I\¥ews of V. sl 0. ?rembers 4 09 60 606986855 6500 080608 OIDEOELS 8‘7
Virginia Bird Notes 4 & 5 2 5% 3% 5 0V U T G860 63 8500 DD 4GS HA DI ,38

Plans for Summer V. S. O, Field Trip cicvieccennasseses 89

- 89 -



Page 70 ' THE RAVEN ) Way-June, 1954

THE EASTTRN SHORE OF VIRGINIA

By F. R. Scott

Introduction

Smith's Island is undoubtedly the most historic place on the Easter:
Shore, for it was here that John Smith and his party landed on June 2, 1903,
and the none-too-modest Captain thought well enough of it to name it for
himself, Spending several days in "Ye ancient Kingdom of Accawmecke", the
explorers were overwhelmed with the kindness of the peninsula's Indians, and
the adventurous Captain took special notice of the fine hunting trips he
made here.

This peninsula between Chesapeake Bay and the ocean became one of
the eight original shires of Virginia in 1634, and twenty-nine years later
it was divided into the counties of Accomack =nd Northampton. Approximately
geventy-five miles in extreme length it is merely a narrow offshoot of the
entire dastern Shore of Chesapeake Bay extending 180 miles to a point close
to the rorthern border of Deloware.

The Virginia part o tho Bastern Shore has an average width of about
fourteen miles (irzluding marshes and barrier islands) and an extreme width
of about tenty-tio miles. Contrasted to this, the Shore at the southern
bounfary of Delaware reaches a moximum width of fully seventy miles, and the
area of tho Virginia part is only one-sixth of the vholic. (For further
dotails consult tho oxcellent history by Ralph T. Whitolaw (1951) and the
descriptivo booklct by L.W. Wood (1952).)

An amazing number of cstuarics, or "erccks", cut into the mainlrnd
of the two countics from both sides, forming nurcrous "nceks". On the
occan side a sorics of sendy barrier islands runs the ontirc length of the
peninsulz, scparcted from the mainland by & number of bays erd cxitcnsive salt
maArshes.

The scetion is chicfly rural, the largest town, Chincoteague,
having a population of only 4000, Intensive truck farming is thce principsal
land uvse, ond over sixty~five difforent vegetables are grown here, the main
oncs being vhite and sweet potatoecs, green ond lima dberns, veppors, onlons,
broccoli, ond tomctoos. These are shipped by truck nnd radl to the ncarby
urban markets from Washington to New York.

In spitc of the large arens devoted to farming, lumbering is also
a highly importent industry. About 95 percent of the Forcsts arc softwood
(predominatcly loblolly pine), ond most of thc hardiood occurs near the
Moryland line. Sinco tho pereentago of pinc is so much higher than thnt of
most of the other Tidewater countics, a rather unusunl ccological situntion
is cronted.

as in ccrtain other parts of eastocrn Virginic the Depertmont of
Deferss ig teking over increcsingly lorge crcas to the exbromoe sorrow of itho
ornithologist. Fort{ John Custis has been roactivatod ot the southarn tip
of the peninsula. On the mainiond ncar Chincoteaguc is the reccently cx-
pandcd Nevel Air Station ~nd the Neval Ordnonce Experimentel Station.
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Nearby Wellops Island has been taken over and given the imposing name of

"The National Advisory Committeec for Aeronautics's Langley Aeronautical
Laboratoryts Pilotless Aircraft Ressarch Station a2t Wallops Island, Virginia“.
The work being done here is described in a recent article by J.A. Shortal {1954},

The birds of the peninsula have never been analyzed as & whole, but
the area seems at first glance to be one of transition between the north and
the south. Southern breeding birds include, in addition to mwany of the
cheracteristic Carolinian species, the herons and egrets, Chucik-will's-widors,
end Brown-headed Nuthatches, whercas the northern element is represented by
breeding Black Ducks, Horned Larks, and Tree Swallows. More information is
given farther along under descriptions of some of the outstanding localities
of the Eastoern Shore.

Chincoteague Area

Chincoteague MNational Wildlife Refuge was formally established in
1945 es a link in the chain of Fedoral refuges along the Atlantic Coast.
Approximately 6000 acres in size it occuples the southern third of Assatoazue
Island (the Virginie part of the island) and is separated Trom Chincotcague
Island by o narrow channel. The topography of the island is typical of the
barrier islends of the Middle Atlentic coast. A wide sandy beach is backed
by & scries of low duncs which fall away to cxtensive salt marshes bordering
Chincotecague Bay. Somc parts of the refuge, particularly thc southern end,
elso contain cxtensive arsas of pine and ook, intcrspersed with ponds and
potholcs.

After the ostablishment of the refugo a progrom was initiated by
Refuge lanager John He. Buckalew to form somo shallow, froshewater impoundments
in order to meke the refuge more attractive to waterfowl. This progrem is
being continied at an asccelerated pace by the present Mansger, E.O. Mellinger,
with notahle results.

In winter the waterfowl are undoubtedly the most interesting feature
of the refuge, and thousands of geese and ducks can be found there, priucipally
Canads Geese, Mallards, Black Ducks, Pintails, Baldpates, Green-winged Teal,
and Shovellers. Frequently, large flocks of Snow Geese winter on the refuze
or stop there during their migrations. ZFrom ten to tuenty theusand RBrant
now regulerly winter in the refuge area, and thousznds of diving ducks can be
found in the waters surrounding it. A number of Black Duclks and g few Blue-
vinged Teal nest regularly on the island, and in recent years individual
Gadvalls and Shovellers have syont the summer, As conditions improve, thase
wmay reasonably be cxpectcd to brecd here as they do at nearby Zombay Hook
Refuge in Delawarc.

Shorctirds arc an outatanding fcature of the migration veriods, and
sometimes large concentrations may be found on various parts of the island.
A few remain to brecd, such os the Piping and Wilson's Plovers, Killgdeers,
Willets, Oystcr-catchers, and perhaps Spotted Sandpipers. Large nunbers of
herons and egrets can usually be found on the impoundments from mid spring
to latc fall, the greatest nuwbors being found in late summer. No heoronrics
have been found on tho refuge, but others are knomn 1o bc ncarby in both
Virginie and laryland.

An intcresting snd informative popular account of this refugc has
boen written by Rachel L. Carson (1947), but this is now sometvhat out of date.
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A five-mile causeway connects Chincoteague Island with the mainland
of Accomack County, crossing a series of marshes and tidal creeks, This area
is famous for its concentrations of migrating shorebirds and late swmumer
flocks of herons and esrets. Claprer Rails breed sbundantly along the cause-
wey, and this was the site of a very interesting research paper on this
species (Stewart, 1951). About thirty pairs of Willets breed along the road,
and in recent years a number of Leughing Gulls have nested in plain view of
passing motorists. Boat-teiled Grackles, flocks of which may be expected
here at any time of year, have a nesting colony within a few feet of the road.
In winter noisy flocks of Brant often feed in the shallows along the marsh
edpes. :

Cobbts Island Arca

Nathan Cobb and his femily moved to Oyster, Northampton County, in
from Cape Cod, and soon afterwards he acouired the barrier island that
since borne his name. The lucky salvage of a shipwrecked vessel enabled
the family to construct & small hotel on the island, whielh was to become

femous for its hunting all along the fast Coaste.

¥
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8

L history of the ornithology of the EFastern Shore is virtually a
history of Cobb's and the surrounding islends. Beginning with an important
lead article in the first number of the Bulletin of the Nuttaell Ornithological
Club by H.B. Bailey (1878), a succession of innumersble articles, notes,
chapters in books, and warden reports have appeared describing field trips
to Cobb's and neighboring islands to study breedings shorevbirds, egulls, terns,
and skimmers. A few of the most interesting of these are listed under
References at the end of this paper. In sddition, H.H. Beiloy "(1913),

Bent (1921), =nd Murray (1952) give valuable informetion under separate
species headings.,

Most of the pgulle, terns, and shorebirds were all but wiped out in
the last part ol the nineteenth century by shooting, trapring, and egging.
Protection for these spscies has gradually brought a number of them back,
whereas, some, such as the Gull-billed and Royal Terns, still appear to bo
in greatly reduced numbars.

A scrics of bad storms during the last sixty yecarz has stecadily
whittled away at Cobb's Island, end these culmineked in the hurricane of
fugust, 1923, which wiped out all tho buildings on ths isliend and took the life
of George W. Cobb, grandson cf llathan Cobb. The isglend is now somovhat under
six miles in longth, and brecding birds rave gradually moved to neighboring
islands, such as Wreeclt Islend to the south. One of thc major rcasons for
this shift in brecding toerns and skimmers 1s, in the opinion of Dr. John H.
Grey, Jr., a rcsult of the removal of livestock from the islanéd the subsegquont
hecavier vogetation.

Roaching cither Cobb's or Weeck Isl:snd is merely a matter of hiring
a boat at Oyster for the eight-mile trip. At present during the early sumrer
one can generally expect to find on the two islands colonies of Common and
Least Terns and Black Skimmers and smaller numbers or individual pairs of
Piping and Wilson's Plovers, Willets, Oyster-catchers, ¢nd Gull-billed Terns.
Although a Tew Royal Terns may nest on these two islands, most of them at
present seem to be farther north in the vicinity of Hop anéd Parramore Islands.
In the marshes west of Cobb's and Wreck Islands, znd most of the other berrier
islands, thousands of Laughing Gulls and a number of Forster's Terns regularly
neste
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Cape Charles Area

The town of Cape Charles is chiefly notable, ornithologically, for
ites proximity to the tip of the peninsmle and its waterfront. The southern
end of the Eastern Shore has long been known for its immense fall buildup of
migrating land birds, and the Audubon Society of the District of Columbia has
sponsored & number of field trips there. Virtually every land bird species
breeding north of Virginia can be expected in this area in the fall. Although
differcnt speciss may be the predominant bird on different days, some of the
birds which are regularly found in large concentrations during the fall
migration are the hawks, Flickers, Kingbirds, Tree Swallows, Robins, Myvrtle
Warblers, 2nd Palm Warblers.

By far the best place to observe this concentration is et Kiptopeke
Point itself, which is now within Fort Custis, an Alr Force radar station.
Adrmittance to the Point can generally - but not always - be obbained.

The waterfront at Cape Charles makes easy work of obscrving the
birds offshore. In the morning with the sun o% his back one can obhszrvs the
birds here =zt any time of year without moving from his car. -In winter the
dominant waterfowl include Horned Grebes, Surf Scoters, O0ldsguar, Red-breusted
Mergansers, and Herring and Ring-billed Gulls, whercas Gonnets and Cormornnts
are often abundant in migration, and Laughing Gulls and Cosmaon and Forster's
Terns are seen rcgularly from April to October. Therc is o small colony of
Lcast Terns on o long sand spit across Cherrystonc Inlet from Cupc Charles,
but this ecan not be scen from the town side of the inlet.

Chesapeake Bay Ferry

The Little Creek-IKiptopeke Beach ferry offers an outsianding
opporturity for anyone to observe pelagic birds in Virginia. The crossing,
approxinately twenty-one miles long, tekes an hour and twenty-five minutes
and passes through several distinet ecologicel rniches. The harbors at both
terminals, particularly Little Creek, have winter concentrations ol gulls
that probzbly can not be surpassed elsewhers in the state. At the entrarce
to the Little Creek harbor the ferry passes between two rock breekwaters, one
of tie {ew suitable places in Virginia for the Purple Sandpiper.

From the beaches out into Chesapeske Bay therec is a distinct
ecological unit extending out perhaps two miles or a little more. It is here
that therc are large numbers of zulls and most of the wintering loons, grcocs,
and ducks. 0ddly, the arca off the Kiptopeke shore is generally far more
productive than thet off Little Creek.

The middle part of the ferry crossing rcally arprozchces ocesan
conditions, and this is the favored habitat of the Wilson's FPetrel in surmner
and the Gannet in winter. Tho Ring-billed Gull which was abundrnt near the
shore is relatively scarce here except during migration, vhereass the llerring
Gull is usually common. Similarly, the large numbers of wintering loons,
Horned Grebes, and all three scoters are usually less common and often scarce
to relatively rare here.
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Migration appesars to cauvsc exceptions to nearly all ecological rules,
ard tris is certainl true of the ferry crossins here »irds are apt to be
fourd in unusual rusbers end nlaces. Frequently, there sre spring end fall
eouncentratiors of sulls and Forster's and Common Terns wnich, Jjoined by
Osprevs and other birds, Tollow movements of fish into the micidle of tlic Bay.
St these seacscrg Gannets cer ofter be observed frov: shore, whisrezs unon-»elagice
birds such as su J¢lonu can occesionally be seen passirs the ferry several
wilas from shore.

worik Still iTeeded

The Bastern Slicre is so little xnown ornithologically that there
seems to be on almest infinite number of prohlems to be investiseted, and
this paper ca. only tecuclh a few of tiese. In commion with the rsst ol tlhe
stete this orea needs ocologiczl investigetions, such as breedil-vbird
cci.suses. Onc of the lost irteresiing habitats thut should bo studied is the
maturc Lotlolly Pire woodlerds. The scarcity of lowlying deciduous woodlfnds
ard woodud swaaps causcs an intercostinge invasion ol souwe of the pino woodliu.is
by such birds as Acadian Flycalchers, Red-cyed Vircos, and Keiiucky Warhlors.

Converscly, this scarcity of certain types of forests secms to Dbe
respousible for a number of specics being very rarc or totally abscnt as
breeding birds away from somc of the small tributaries of the Pocomoke River,
all lying within two or three milcs of the Marylsnd linc. Those spocics
inelude tho Wood Duck, Pilcated Voodpeciker, Blua Jay, thite-breasted lnthatch,
Prothonotary and Purul& Wierblers, Louisiana Weter-thrush, and Redstart. iost
of thcse 2rc very common in the Pocomoke Sweamp of ncarby Marylande.

An interesting ecologieal succession problem is posed by the
recently constructed impoundments on Chincoteegue Refuge. Originally filled
with salt water, these impoundments are slowly passing through brackish
stages to reach a final fresh-water condition. A survey was made of the
breeding birds of onz of these ponds in 1953, and this should be continued
yvear after year in order to correlate the changes in bird life with the changes
in the salinity of the water.

Because of the configuration of the lend mass thers is a spectacular
fall land-bird migration and seemingly a rather poor spring one. Both of
these need extensive field work, although the work of Rusling (1936) a
Kiptopeke gives a good account of part of the fall migration Tor one yuar.
Rusling also observed that relatively little diurnal cross-Bay migration of
land birds occurs in the fall, but recent unpublished work by Dr. John H.
Grey, Jr., ond Mr. Bruce lMcCartney in the fall of 1953 indicates that nocturnal
fall migration is often heavy across Chesapeake Bay. A paper by Vetmore (1938)
leads one to believe that there is little cross-Bay nigration of land birds
in spring, with the bulk of tho birds passing up the western shore of the Bay.
Preliminary conclusions &s a rosult of field work during the spring of 1954
tend Yo confirm this view, and it appoars that thore is ordinerily very little
movemont of most small land birds in spring except for the summer residonts.
These conclusions ars highly tentative, howevor, and more Ticld work is
nccdede.

Th- t=xonory: of land birds on the Zastorn Shorc nceds consideranla
work. Identification of subspecics of both breedinz and treusicnt birds ic
almost untouched. Collcctions should be made of represontative sories of
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species that differ geographically, such as Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, House
Wrens, Yellowthroats, Purple Grackles, and Savannah and Swamp Sparrows.

It can probably be said that no field trip to the Eastern Shore is
not cepable of adding considerably to our knowledge of the distribution and
abundance of certein birds. It has already been pointed out that nuch more
information is needed for the spring and fell migrations. In June a number
of birds have not been recorded at all, such as &ll Accipliter and Buteo hawks,
none of which appear to breed here. Also apparently unrecorded in sunmer are
the following birds: Woodcock, Xingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Rough-
winged Swallow, Short-billed Marsh Wren, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike,
Hooded Warbler, and Scarlet Tanager, end there are others that have been found
only once or twice. TFurther work will be required to show if these are truly
egbsent in summer or if they have merely been overlooked previously.

A nuvher of other srecies that are kXnown to breed in the ares,
particularly water birds, neced additionel work to determine thelr cex.civ status,
These include all the breeding herons, ducks, marsh birds, shorebirds, and
terns, as well as such land birds as Boat-tailed Gracklecs and Sharp-tailed
Sparrows. The Baltimore Oriocle was well known as & breeding bird many vears
ego, but since therc are no recent summer records, it is presumed not te breed
in the areca today. Again, this may be a result of insufficicnt ficld work.

On the vhole the Eastern Shore is probably most well known for its
breeding gulls, terns, and Black Skimmers. Yet, becausc of the rclative
difficulty of rcaching most of “he barrier islands, this 1s one of the widest
gaps in our kXnowledge of the breeding birds., There arc some excecllent surveys
of many of the islands, some of Thich arc mentioned under Cobb's Islond and
in the Refercnee scetion of this paper, hut the last comprchensive survoy
mede of Cobb's Island was by fustin (1932), who worked on the islend during
the late spring of 1931. He estimated the breeding birds to include 6200
pairs of Laughing Gulls, 1000 peirs of Black Skimmers, 400 pairs of Forster's
Terns, and 200 pairs of Common Terns. Birds whose present status is
particunlarly in need of investigation are the Gull-billed, Royzl, Caspian,
and Leaszt Terns.

Various published reports have mentioned the presence of heronries
on Hog, Rogue, and liockhorn Islsnds, znd a large one is at present knovn to
exist on Cedar Island. The exact status of none of these is well known,
however, and there seems to be no published information at all on the Cedar
Island one. A colony of Snowy Fgrets is suspected of being on the Chesapeake
Bey shore south of Saxis, but its precise location has not been found.

A nurmber of problems remain in the study of wintering birds, but the
most pressing seems to bs & study of the waterfowl, especially the diving
ducks, of the Chesapcake Bay shores. Long known to the hunting fraternity,
this area seems to have been overlooked by the ornithologists. Such a study
shonld ineclude Pocowoko and Tangier Sounds, extending out into the Bay
tuelve iiles to the various islands that make up the Tangiexr group.

The ehove problems z2re but a sample of the many ficlds that await
the serious bird student on the LKastern Shore. Apparently this area will
entice the ornithologist for many years to come, for as each problem is
explored, he finds himself with just enough additional information to pose
further questions.



Pe o 76 JHE RAVEN May-Jure, 1084

References

Austin, Oliver L., Jr., 1932. Cobb Isiand, Bird-Banding, 3: 12~25, OSummarized
in RAVEN, 4: March, 8-9, 1335.

Bailey, Harold H, 1913. The Birds of Virgiria. J.Z. Bell Co., Lynchbvurg, Va,

Bailey, Harry Balch. 1876. Notes on Birds Found breeding on Cobhs Island,
Virginia. Rull. Yut$all Ornith. Cludb, 1: 24-28.

Bent, Arthur Cleveland. 1921. Life Histories of North American Gulls 2nd
Terns. U.S. lational Museum Bulletin, 113,

Cerson, Rachel L. 11947. Chincotzague - A National Wildlife Refuge,
Conservation in Action Humber l. TFish and %Wildlife Sexrvice, U.S.
Department of the Interior.

Chapman, Frank M. 1908, Camps and Cruilses of an Ornithologist. D. Appleton
and Co., New York. Chanter on Cobb's Islond.

Howell, Alfred B. 1911. A Comparative Study of Cobb's Island, Virginiz.
Ak, 28: 440-453,

Kuerzi, John F. 1929. Notes on the Birds of Cobb's Islend, Virsivia.
Ink, 46: 14-20.

Miller, Lyle D. 1953. Bird Islends of Hog Island Bay. Raven, 24: 87-8&.
Reprinted, Virpminie Wildlife, 15(3): 22, March, 1954.

Murrey, JeoJ« 1937. June Days on Cobb's Isl~nd. Raven, & IJ:-43.

Morray, J«J. 1952. A Check-List of the Birds of Virpiria. Virginia Society
o Ornithologr.

Pearson, T. Gilovert. 1901. Siories of Bird Life. B.F. Johnson Publishing
Co., Richmond, Va. Chapter on Cobbts Islind.

Pettingill, Olin Sewall, Jr. 1937, Behavior of Blackx Skimners at Card-2ll
Island, Virgiriu. Auk, 54: 257-244.

rusling, william J. MS of 1938, Flight - Cape Charles - 1938. The Study
o: the Habits of Diurmal Iligrants, as Related to Weather and Land
fasses during the Fall Ildgration on the Atlantic Coast, with Particular
Reference to the Hawk Flights of the Cape Charles (Virginia) Region.
5 in Library of Netional Audubon Society, MNew York.

Shortal, J.i. 1954, Cuided lMissile at Tallops. dAero Digest, 68(1): 33-42,
January.

Sprunt, [flexander. 1940, Carolinien Observations of the Eastern Shore.
Raven, 11l: 54-57.

Stewcrt, Robert E. 1951l. Clapper Rail Populctions of the Liddle itlantic
States. Trons. 16th Noxth American Wildlife Conference: 421-430,



Page 77 THE RAVIN Mey-June, 1854

Wetmore, Alexander. 1936. DMarch Birds of the Hastern Shore. Raver, 7:

Whitelaw, Ralph T. 1951, Virginia's Eastern Shore: A History of Northampton
and Accomack Counties. 2 vols. Virginia Historicel Sceiety, richiord.

Wood, Leoncra W. 19052. Guide to Virginia's Eastern Shore. The Dietz
Tress, Richmond, Va.

—~— Richmond, Virginie
-~=000+-=—-

BIRD RANDING IN ARLINGTON

By Arthur H. Fast

The 1945-1946 invasion of the ILvening Grosbesks provided the stimlus
for our barding operations. From late Febre ry through April, 1946, we banded
51 Evening Grosbeaks (the first of such bandings for Virginiz) on our home
acre, 4924 Rock Spring Road, Arlington, Virginia. (See RAVEN, Vol. XVIII,
P.l7). During a two months period in the spring of 1947, we banded 875
Cedar Vexwings = more than twice the number banded by all other banders in
the United States and Canada for that year. Not even one additional Cedar
Wexwing has besen banded by us before or since that period. Ve are informed
that no other bander in the Zastern states has had a similsre run of Cedar
Vaxwings. A few sgimilar instances have occurred in the Western states,
particulerly California.

n early 1952 during the second invasion, we banded 315 LEvening
Grosbeaks. (See RAVEN, Vol. ¥XIII, p.62). Pine Siskins to the number of 221
were banded in 1953, in comparison to & total of 2 of these birds for all
other wvears. During the beanding year just c¢losed, we banded our greatest
number (403) of Purple Finches. Generaslly speaking, we band &s many or up
to twice as meny birds during the period late February to early liay =2s the
total for the cther months of the year. Our banded dirds have been recovered
from the Provinces of Quebec, and New Brunswick, Canada, to the State of
Louvisiana ~ including 8 Evening Grosbeeks recovered ir the Province of Quebec
and the New England States. We have recovered & number of birds banded by
others - including S IDvening Grosbeaks banded in the lew Iunslond States. 1In
Decembor, 1952 we succeeded in adding a new bird - the Cassiar Slate-colorced
Junco, Junco hyemalis cismontanus - to the Virginia list. (See RAVEN,
Vol. XXIV, Ds3)e

At Tirst we operated only one 12-cell trip-step trap. Other traps
and types of traps hove been added from time to time. Traps especially
designed for woodpeckers were Tirst used in 1948, At first the U.S. Fizh
and Vildlife Serviee {*the agency which issues the bends and to which banding
roports arc made) required its licensed banders to submit annual banding
reports for the year ending Jume 30, Beginning in 1949 the end of the
banding yvear was chanzed to April 30. In the anncxed tabulation, the bandings
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listed for the year ending June 30, 1946 cover a peariod of only 4 months.
The Ivening Grosbeaks listed for the year ending April 30, 1953 were banded

during the first wekk of May, 1952.

1954 were banded in early May, 1953.

The tabulation shows the number of birds, by species

Likewise the Pine Sisgkins listed ifor

and by year,

bended on our homs acre. Birds banded at other locations, and hy other
persons usine bazds charged to us, have been eliminated.
TABULETTION
----------- Year Enéing ~ - = = = = = =~ = - - - - =
June Juns June Apr. Avre Apr. Apr. Apre £Dr. :

Species 30, 30, &0, 20, 30, 30, 30, z0, 30, Totals
"'_' 1046 1947 1048 1949 1950 1051 1952 1953 1954:
Mourning Dove - 13 23 20 28 16 25 25 28 175
Tlicker - - - - 2 - - - 1 3
Rodeh, oodpeckor - 2 3 - - 2 i 1: 10
Lisiry Woodpecker - - - - - 3 - - - 3
Dovmy “loodpecker - - - - 8 21 9 9 7 54
Phoeba - - 1l - - - - - - 1l
Wood Pcwes - - - - - - - 1 - 1l
Blue Jay 18 19 25 8 13 38 25 4.4 54 1 242
Car. Chickadee - 5] 7 7 15 5 9 7 11 ¢ 66
Tufted Titmouse - 1c 17 5) 13 g 11 18 17 ; 106
White-b. Nuthatch - - 10 7 9 12 10 2 5 : 55
House Tren - - 1 1 - 4 1l 1 1 : 19
Winber Vren - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 : 3
Carolina lren - 5] 3 2 4 8 3 3 5 31
Mockingbird - 10 3 2 8 4 1 8 : o8
Catbird 11 42 26 i3 13 25 36 24 2T : 215
Brown Thrasher Vi 1l 21 36 19 27 15 12 16 . 164
Robtin - 1 6 2 2 1 2 - 5 : 19
Jood Thrush - 2 6 - 1 4 4 4 2 23
Olive~b. Thrush - - - - - - 3 1 1: 5
Vecry - - - - - - - - 1 1
Bluebird - - - - - - - 2 1l: 3
Cedar Vexwing - 878 - - - - - - - : 875
lMyrtle Warbler - 9 83 24 6 - - 1: 128
Oven-bird - - - - ~ - - - 2 2
Northern Water Thr. - - - - - - - -~ 2 2
Conn. Tarbler - - - - - - - 1 - 1
Yellow throat - - - - - - Z - 3 6
Purple Grackle - 1 - 1 - - 1 8 9 20
Cowtirad Vi - 34 8 2 2 7 3 9 : 72
Cardinal 38 54 57 o3 53 43 48 38 55 : 437
Indigo Bunting - 1 - - - - - - 1
Zvening Grosbeak £l - - - - - 274 e - 387
Purple Finch 82 O/ - 64 1 25 17 203 @ 843
Pine Siskin - 1 - - - 1l - 205 16 ¢ 223
Golafineh - 5 - 15 81 27 220 122 2.4 ¢ 714
Red-eyed Towhee ) 1% 49 31 43 32 35 29 34+ 275
Slate-c. Junco 9 12+= 155 147 108 132 165 205 183 : 1307
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----------- Year Ending - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
June June June Apr. Apr. Apr. Apr. Apr. Apr.
Species 30, %0, 30, 30, 30, 30, o, 30, 30, Totals
1646 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1932 1983 1654 :
Tree Sparrow - - - - 4 - - - 8
Chinning Sparrow - - - 2 1 - - - - 3
Field Sparrow - - - 1 - 1 - 1 1l: 4
Thite~c. Sparrow 2 - - 1 - - 1 4 1 9
Wi:ite-t. Sparrow 154 122 304 106 200 283 281 491 219 : 2135*%
Fox Sparrow 3 - 9 17 10 1 3 4 - 47
Soamp Sparrow - - - 1 4 2 5} 1 3 18
Soy Sparrow 37 64 112 89 71 143 103 83 99 801
Totals 424 1444, 1006 586 783 862 1331 1617 1474 : 9332
46 Species

* 55,3% of birds banded were White-throatsed Sparrows

-- 4924 Rock Spring Rozd
Arlington 7, Virginia

---000-—-

A WARRLER MAKES THE NEWS

By J. J. Muirray

There has been great excitement in the Washington area during the
last few meeks. 4 Backman's Warbler has shared the headlines with lMcCarthy
and Indo-China in the NIV YORK TIMES, the VASHINCGTOMN PCO3T, the RICHMOND
TINES-DISPATCH, and many other papers throughout the IZast. This bird, so
rare this far north that it has only heen recorded three times previously
in Virginia, was dlscovered along the banks of Pohick Creek, not far from
¥t. Vernon.

Cn the usual May Day Count of the District of Columbia Auvdubon
Society, on ilay 8 this year, Harriet Sutton and Morgan Gilbert were working
the gswampy lowlands along Pohick Creek at 'Lebanon', the estate of Dr. Paul
Rartsch, near Lorton, in the southern part of Fairfax County, when they heard
an unfamiliar song. Tracing it down and checking their ficld guide, they
realized that they had made the find of a lifetime and that they were sceing
& Bachmen's Warbler. Others were called in to veriry their identification.
Then, hoping that the bird might be teking up territory and that it might
find a mate, the members of the Jfudubon Society nad the area closed to
visitors. Guided visits, whon bird students could be held to the trail, were
vermitted on May 15 and 22.

The warbler sang persistently throughout the month of May. Terri-
tory was definitely establisheds Unfortunately, no female Bachman's Warbler
was in hearing, ond on June 1 the singing blrd disappecared.
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Bachman's Warbler is possibly the rarest warbler and certainly one
of the rarest songbirds in the United States. It was discovered by Dr. John
Bacrman, = Lutheran minister of Charleston, South Carolina, who took a
specimen near that city in July, 1833. He showed the specimen to hils great
friend, John James Audubon, who then named the bird after the minister. It
was aot seen again anywhere until Charles S. Galbralth, a millincry collector
with more than a busincss interest in birds, took o spocimcn at Leke
Ponchartrain, ncar New Orleans, in 1886, and then 37 additional specimens
" during 1887 and 18868, The bird nests in deep swamps and is very local in its
distribution. Few ornithologists have ever seen it.

Although it is now known to occur at spots near Charleston, it
was not until Wayne collected a specimen on May 15, 1901, that it was agnin
fourd near the place of its discovery. It hes been known to breed as far
north as northwestern Arkansas,southeastern Missouri, and possibly southern
Indizna. Specimens have been collected at Feyetteville, Arkanses;
Versailles, Kentucky; Releigh, North Carolina; and Aylett, King Williaw: County,
Virginia. ®xecept for a palr scon at Indienapolis throughout tho breeding
seoson, this Feirfax County bird is the most northern rccord.

This 1s the fourth Virginia rccord. William Polmer saw o speeimen,
"undoubtedly a young maole of the year", in the colloction of z young boy,
P, Honry Aylett, which had boc: taokon ot Aylett in August, 1892 (E@g‘égg, 11,
333)s Therc crc two sight rccords, onc from thc Dismal Swamp cnd onc from
southeastorn Aucuste County, roported in A Chock-List of the Birds of Virginia.

~- Lexington, Virginic
~=~000--~-

AN ABSOLUTE ABUNDANCE CENSUS IN A VIRGIN FORE3T
IN CUMBEHRLAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA

By Steve Messenger

Intrecduction

The purpose of the worlk was to determine which of the wintering
birds ere to be found in & virgin forest and to what extent they occur in such
e community.

The virgin forest is located on the K.R. Cocke cstete in Cumberland
County, Virginia. It is essentially uniform in composition with the exception
of several small groups of overmature Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echinata). The
topocraphy is slightly rolling with one small strecam arising near the center
and flowing out the west side of the tract. Vegetetlion nsar the stream
exclusively consists of Ground Pine (Ezpopodium obscurum) and Wild CGinger
(Aserum virginicum). American Becch (Fagus grandifolia) is concentrated
near the stream, but occurs throughout the arca. The remainder of the tract
consists of the following overstory treces in order of their abundance:
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White Oak (Quercus 2lba), ether oalks (Quereus spp.), Tulip Tree (Lirioderdron
tulipifera), Hickory (Carya spp.), Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echinatae), Sucet

Gum (Liquidambar styraciflqgf, Black Gum.(ﬁyssq‘gzlggﬁiggj} Understory trees
are: Flowering Dopwood (Cornus florida), Eastern Redcedar { FTuniperus virgin-
izna), Americen BZeech (Fagus prandifolis), Blue beech (Carpinus caroliniara),
Elm (Ulmus spp.), Black Cherry (Prurnus serotina), end Red Maple (Acer rubrum).

Areas adjacent to the forest are: a field, ¢ road, a stand of
second growth pine, and & stond of second growth hnrdwoods.

Mcthoda

The study aren was divided into 3 strips running parellel to the
longest cide of the cpproxilmctely rcotnngular tract. Along each of theso
strips scmpling points worce taken rt rendom, but alwoys omply spoced to cllow
corplete coverane of tho stripes Approximetely fiftcon minutes werc spent at
cach point of =which thcero woro cipghts 4 strip of 150 foct was 1lcft botween
the ccusus oroc cnd the forost cdge to rcduco tho "odge cffcet".

Ench consus wes tcken from 7:30 avme until 8:30 a.m. The ontire
~ron wre covered on onch consus vis o~n cstablished routo.

Eight ccnsuscs were trkon botwocen Deccmbor 20, 1952 cnd Jorwrry 1
1953,
Results

Census No, 1

December 20; 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Cloudy; wind northeast, 5; 36°9-370 F.
Flicker, 3; Pllecated Woodpecker, 1; Red-bellied Woodpeciker, 2; Yellow~bellied
Sapsucker, 1y Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, l; Crow, 1; Carolina
Chickadee, 4; Tufted Titmouss, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, 8; Goldfinch, 1;
Carolina "ren, 2.

Census No, 2

December £1; 7:30 to ©:30 a.m. Cloudy; wind north, 5; 38°-39° T,
Flicker, 3; Pilcated Yoodpecksr, 1; Red~bellied Woodpocker, 3; Downy Wood-
pocker, 1; Carolipa Chiciadeo, 16; Tufted Titmouse, 3; Thite-breastoad lut-
hatch, 7; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, l; Goldfinch, 1; Carolina Wren, l; Goldcen-
crownod Kirglet, 1; Purplc Iinch, 12.

Census No. 3

December 22; 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Cloudy; wind north-northeast, 13;
42°-46° F. Flicker, 6; Red-bellied Woodpceircr, 1; Crow, 1; Carolina Chickadco,
9; Tufted Titmousc, 3; Whitc-breastcd NMuthateh, 5; Carolina Wrcn, 2.

Ccnsus No, 4

Doecomber 235 7:30 to ©:30 a.ms Clowdy; wind unorthwest, 2; 390 F,
#licker, 3; Red-bellied Woodpecier, l; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker,
2; Carolina Crickadee, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, 5;
Carolina wren, 1.
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Census Nos B

December 24; 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Foggy until 9:00 a.,m., then clear;
wind south, 5; 41° F, Flicler, 4; Red-bellied Voodpecker, 5;Yellow=-bellied
Sapsucker, 2; Downy VWoodpecker, 2; Carolina Chickadee, 2; Tufted Titmouse, 1;
hite-breasted Nuthateh, 5; Carolina Wren, 2; Robin, 8; Bluebird, 7.

Census No. 6

Decemboer 25; 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Cloudy; wind northoast, 2; 370 F.
Flicker, 2; Piloctod Woodpeckcr, 3; Carolina Chickadee, 9; Tufted Titmouse,
4; White-breastod Nuthatch, 2; Carolina Vren, 3; Purplc Finch,3; Blucbird, 18.

Consug No. 7

Docember 303 7:30 to 9:30 a.me Cloudy; wind south~southwest, 6;
33°-350¢ F, ZFlicker, 8; Pileated Woodpecker, 4; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 6;
Ysllow-vellied Sapsucker, 2; Downy Voodpecker, 4; Carolina Chickadee, 2;
Tuftecd Titmousoe, 4; Whitc-brecasted Nuthatceh, 3; Goldon-crowned Kinglet, 1;
Myrtlo Warbler, 2; Goldfinch, 1; Carolina Wren, 2; Robin, 58; Purplc Finch,
6; Junco, 1.

Consus No., 8

Jaruary 1} 7:30 to 9:30 sumes Cleeor; wind northwest, &) 3380-370 ¥,
Flicker, 3; Pileatcd Woodpockor, 2; Rod-bcllicd Voodpceker, 1; Yullow-bcllicd
Sapsucizer, 1; Iaslry Toodpceker, 2; Dowry Woodpcckor, 1; Crow, 1; Carolina
Chickadecc, 2; Tuftcd Titmousc, 2; Whitc-brocastod Nuthatch, %4; Robin, 1;
Carolina Yrcn, 3.

Sumeary

Twenty speeics of birds were rccordcd in the forest. Seven of
these occurred constantly; three occcurred occasionally but in flocks, thus
accounting for their hiszh average in Table 1.

Species flying over the are&a and not alighting werc: Ked-~tailcd
Hawk, Mourning Dove, Crow, Robin, Bluebird, Purple Finch, and Goldiinci,
Some reprcsentatives of the above species did elight and they werec recorded;
the others wecro not. No Mourning Doves or Red-teiled Hawks were recordcd
on thc area, but one Red-tallcd Hawk was obscrved on the forust edege adjaccent
to tlc {izld mentionod in tho doseription of tho aroa.
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Table I

Census Munbers

Bnscics 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Average Daerslty per
100 feres

Flicker 3 3 6 3 4 2 8 3 4 12
Pileated Woodpecker 1 l 0 o O 1l 4 2 1 3
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 3 3 1 5 5 6 1 3 g
Yellow-bellied Sepsucker 1 O O O 2 o 2 1 1 3
Heairy Woodpecker 1l 0 1l 1 0 0 0 2 1 3
Downy Woodpecker 1 1 1 2 2 3 4 1 2 6
Crow 10 1 0 0 0 0 1 (#£) 1
Carolina Chickadee 4 16 9 3 2 10 2 2 8 18
Tufted Titmouse 3 3 3 3 1 4 4 2 3 Q
White-breasted Muthatch & 7 5 8 5 2 3 4 5 i5
Carolina Wren 2 1 2 1 2 3 2 3 2 6
Robin 0 0 0 0 8 0 58 1 8 24
Rluchird 0 0 0 0] 7 18 0 0 3 9
Goldcn-crowned Kinglot O 1 O 0 O O 1 o© (#) 1
Rubve=crowned Kinglot o 1 0 o0 o0 o0 o0 ©o© (£) {£)
Myrtle Warbler 0O 0 0 0 o0 0 2 0 (#) 1
Purple Finch o 12 0 0 0 3 6 0 3 Q
Goldfinch i 1 0 0 O 0 1 O© (#) 1
Slate-colored Junco c 0 0O o0 o0 o0 1 o (£) (#)
TOTAL 26 B0 31 19 38 56 104 23
(7‘) +S Or less
-- Yorth Carollina State College
Releigh, Nortl. Cerolina
-=~000---

4 HALF-HOUR WITH SiiORiSBIRDS

By C.C. Stelirly

The inlend neturalist doesn't have much of a chance t0 do anything
with that most interesting order of birds - the shorebirds. It is true that e
amall wooded pond might now and then yisld a2 solitary sandpiper and almost any
bond or open siream might have 1its occasionsl spotted samdpiper. The open
fields will contein @ few killdeor end the lucky observer might flush a wood-
cock from & woodland stresmside or wet spot. This is often the extent of the
inlenders opportunities for shorebird work unlcss hc visits tho right com-
binations of habitat such as tho scashore, ostuarics, tidel mud flats and tic
coastals islind.
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On May 8 the writer happened to be doing some field work along the
Jemes River in northeast Surry County when he found a pond just in from the
river that happened to satisfy many of the requirements of shorebirds. This
pond was long and rather narrows. Owing to comparative freedom from tidal
fluctuations the pond was little more than an exposed mud flat with very clumpy
and somewhat scattered marsh vegetation. Pools of water were rather frequent
and brush and arborescent vegetation were confined to the ecdges of the pond
(otherwisc 1t would soon bo & swamp). The charactoristic notes of tho greatcr
yellovwlewrs browht up the binoculars in a hurry and the whole mud flat was
quickly scanned. There blending slmost perfectly with the dry marsh grasses
and the darker sedges were six greater yellowlegs leisursly feeding on the
rich harvest of the mud flat. Now snd thon one would fly up, circle a bilt of
the pond, 2nd drop down again emong its fellows exhibiting the characteristic
wvhite taeil and long, trailing legs. Upon remaining concealed in a Boccharils
bush the observer soon became aware that the pond contained much more than a
few greatexr yellowlegs. Over by a clump of sedge, and for a time partly con-
cealed bohind it a dowitchcr secmed to bo furiously dabbing its bill into the
md. Partially hidden around tho edges of a grassy island wore five Tilson's
snipo. A fow spotted sandpipors toctored continually as they worked around
the cdges of tho pond end apnroachud the island of the snipc.

. The femiliar peep sound wes heard and e formation of least sandpipers
wheeled over the certer of the pond and dropped into the area occupied by the
ycllowlegss Those wore hastily surveyed with the binoculars, the color of the
legs bolng noticed for therc was uncertainty in the obsorver's mind as to
whothor or not thoy might have becn the scmi~palmoted sandpipcr. Thesc were
dofinitcly leests - birds more typically found in such situations than is the
case with the semi-palmated which ususlly prefers dandy situations.

A 11ittle to the right of this center of interest ten more yellowlegs
were noticed. They made no sound but kept wading about in one of the watery
rlaces, Teeding as they went. OSomehow they didn't quite look like the
yellowlegs to the left. For scveral egonizing minutes thig state of affairs
continued until zt last one of them walked over among those to the left. Here
together, and in an excellont comparative vicw, werc both the lesser and the
groater yollowlegs feeding side by sido. In a momont all of the lessers wore
moving about among thc greaters. The leest sandpipers arose in unison and the
little flock seemed literally to turn itself inside out and drop as one among
the yellowlegs.

Here in one binocular vier or "eyeful" were the least sandpiper,
grezter yellowlegs, lesser yellovlegs, dowitcher, spotted sandpiper ana
Vilson's snipe. A laughing gull passing overhoad and a mals reduing perehed
in a Beccharis bush in the background complcted the ornitholosgical picturc,
It was like looking at one o the magnificent plates in Forbush,

Timc did not permit furthcr obscrvation of this intcrcsting group
but the half hour thus spent beceme ons of those golden moments, long remembered
¥at available to anyone patient enocugh to sit and wait within a likely henitat.
A "lister” would have merely checked off the names of the birds end hurried
to the next habitat.

~- Tuyerly, Virginia
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A FEEDING METHOD OF THE GREEN-WINGED TEAL

By C. C. Steirly

While engagod in some reforestation work March 16, 1954 at Hog
Island State Waterfowl Refuge in nor theast Surry County with John E. Bryant,
rcfuge manager, somé strange feeding menncrs of the green-winged toal were
obscrved. The writer and his commenion chanced to look out over a laorge
expense of mud flat in ¢ pond exposcd by the ebbing tidce A humber of grocn-
winged toal wore walking cbout in the mmddy shallows end at first glance gave
the appearance of a flock of large shorebirds. Binoculars were trained on
them and they were proven to be green-winged teal, The manner of feoeding
attracted considerable attention, cnough to warrant returning to the car
for the 30 X telescopo. Through this instrument thc teal werce obscrved to
be fooding by skimming the muddy water with the lower msundiblo immorsed.
Somc of them werec moving along in this fashlon in watcr or fince mud perhaps
two inchcs or so in depth, and ot o rathor lively ratc. With the telescope
i* wes impossible to ascertain the type of food being sought and the
observers vere not properly eguipped to go out on the mud flat.

Associated with the green-winged teal on this nud flat were a
number of blue-winged teal, common erovs, ring-billed gulls, killdeer and
Wilson's spipe. As far as the observers could notice the green-minged teal
were the only blrds feeding in this fashion.

A survey of the literature available, i.o., Bent, Forbush, Sprunt &
Chemberlain, =2nd Kortright, doecs not indicate that this is o common method of
feeding by the species. These authors mention only tipping.

Other ducks observed at the refuge that morning included, in
eddition to the two species of teal, black duck, Ameriec=n merganser, baldpate,
lesssr scaup end numerous pintails.

-~ Veverly, Virginie

-=-000-==

LINCOLN'S SPARROW IN NORFOLX COUITY

By Richard H., Peakc, Jr.

A Lincoln's Sparrow was obscrved on March 19, 1954, under idesl
conditions, by the writer; the place of obscrvation was on the southern end
of Greenbrier Farms Nurscry in Norfolk County. The bird was first positively
identified on March 18, after two previous sightings on Februsry 14 and 29.
This bird, and ¢ second one, were observed by W. F. Rountrey, who confirmed
the identificatlion, and myself. These birds were scen under good conditions,
by othor members of the Cape Henry Bird Club. The birds werc obsoerved on
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April 3, 10, 17, and 24. On April 3 another bird was found on & nearby farm;
the first two birds were both seen shortly afterward.

The birds found on Greenbrier Farms seem to have been attracted by
the digging of large drainage cenals on the farm. These created large brush
piles, a water filled ditch, and a grassy cover on the canal baniks, the bank
being used greatly for feeding purposes. The other bird was found on an
over-grown farm ditchbank, located by an unplowed field.

— Box 292) RoFtDo 7;{4
Norfolk, Virginia

-==000=~-=

A COOL MORNING AT LEBANON
By Paul Bartsch

April 4, 1954

A glimpse Irom my bedroom window this morning wes quite & surprise
for all the lendscape was covered with a light blanket of snow, presenting a
chilly atmospherc. As the first rays of the sun rose over tho eastern
horizon the flock of Starlings ¢rowded in the tip-top branches of our gient
Honey Locust Trce for thelr morning devotion in sonsz to 01d Sol asg did tho
humon sun worshippers of old,

The restlessnegs oi the huge flock of Purple rinches, tiis wintoer's
ehiel svisn guests, indicated th-t the supply of sunflowsr sceds on the
feeding shelf of my study window must hasve been deplectcd. They had been
helpecd in their endcavor by a lerze family of Flying Squirrcels during the
night, vhich this winter had shif ted their home from bird boxes about the
honsc to thc ettie, ovidontly mroferring the wermer guartcrs in thc house.

The bird bath at the foot of the locust adjacent to the house, on
the side of my study wimor was cvered with ice, while the one on a stump,
in the pils of stumpg, our wain feedings station, looked lukewarm ss usual,
end wes well patronized even at this early hour. In this bird bath we have
placed & Trumbull Autometic Elsctrie Water Warmor, an inoxponsive dovicce
which automatically shuts off tho amrent vhon the water rcachcs 450, This
is a wondorfully holpful dcvieo, which hes kopt this bath from freczing for
the last tvo Tintorse At this station we dispense water, sunflover seeds,
coarsely ground corn, and ground suet. How much food is consumed here can be
estimated by my bill covering 800 lbs. of sunflover seeds purchased for
1952-1953. But ther we had severel hundred Evening Cro-beoks boardins. They
have been replaced this ycar by thc Purple Finches. Hom favored this freding
station has bcecome may be visuwalized by the list of dinoers during brceekfast
time. This included: Hairy Woodpcckcr, Downy Woodpeckcer, Ycllow~bclliod
Toodp cker, Red-bcllicd Woodpccker, Flicker, Bluc Jay, Crow, Starling, Combird,
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Purple Finchy English Sparrow; White-throated Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Junco,
Sons Sparrow; Fox Sparrow; C:irdinalj; Myrtle ‘arbler; ilocking Bird, Carolina
“ren; louse Wren, White-breasted Nuthateh; Tufted Titmouse; Carolina Chickadee.

Pohick Bay, which separates Lebenon from Fort Belvoir looked cold
an? chilly from my study wimdow (Belvoir has joined us in meking the upper
part of Pohick Bay a Wildlife Sanctuary) and made us wonder what our avien
friends were doing there. We therefore drove to Washington's Landing, a
Tavorite aguatic observation sttati on. Here we found flying over the watcr,
cloze to the surface, stopping to pick up probably deed, drowned insects, or
othcr elemonts or food, quite an assomblage of Swallows, including Tree,
Beny, aoush Virged, end Barn Swallows. They were not happy, and sought rest
on stakes and stubs, where they were huddled up snd puffed up to keep warm,
This type of Swallow feeding was a net experience for me. Fhoebe also
joircd in feedins from things on the water surface, cut that ves not a ncw
expsricnens for me,

Other birds obscrvable from this station werc: Horring Gull, shout
8 dozcn; Ring-billod Gull, =bout 60; Bonapsrtes Gull, sbout 20 just arrived;
Great Blue Heron; Kinglisher; Mollsrds; Beld kagle; Carolina liren; Song
Sparrow; Swamp Sparrow; White-throated Sparrow.

-- "Lebhanonr'
Lorton, Virginia

~==~000--~-
NEWS OF V. S. 0. MENSERS

Reports to the Fish and Wildlife Service from Virginiadi Two of
our members have written in to say that the statements thet there were no
Virginie reports for the cooperative studles of the Fish and Wildiife were
too drastic. Mr. Jackson ki, Abbott of New Alexandria states that he has been
sending in reports regularly on arrival dates. Another member, who does not
wish his neme mentioned, says thaet he has a report on this spring's arrivel
dates ready to go in, <nd that he and his wife ha&ve been making lunar bird

migration records for some time.

Sydncy ﬁltchcll, of Newport News, writes that his bird observations
havevbeen somevhat curtailed. He writes: "I am one of the charter me;be“s of
the Hampton Roads Bird Club. At rresent my birdins activitiés are ; 1'tlle
slow as I am 2 patient at Cstarba Sanatorium. The§ are gzoing to teay éo;n o
huge chimney here soon. Sorme oflgpu may be intarested i; th; Swift nestéi ;
So far I have 32 on my list from/findow. There is =2lso a Pileated Vioodpacker
hole I can see from ny window. I thought someone migh% be interested in the
negts." How is this for birding from a window! Thewiditor has alvays_u -
maintained that an alert person can find birding anywhere fréﬁ f sick bed t
the middle of the Atlaentic Ocean. How about wfiting té frioﬁé Mitcheil ofo
your observations. Catanbs Sanatorium, Virginia, is the adaréés. -
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W.M. Davidson, 1504 Bodell Street, Orlando, Florida, writes:
*"In the anniversary issue of 'The Raven' I notice that my address is given es
Silver Springs, Maryland. I am now domiciled in florida. I feel proud to be
one of the charter members of the V.S.0. and greatly enjoy 'The Raven'.
Moreat! I om secretary of the Florida Audubon Society. Some of us fear
that tho continued influx of migrants (Homo sapiens) will lead to reducing
our ovifouna, but the sight of 62 Sandhill Cranes in one flock perhaps
shoxld minimize these fears,"

Je«B«_Fearneyhough, 4302 Northrop Street, Richmond, Virginia.
Miss Ada D, Bell writes: "Yesterdey afternoon I went to see Mr. J.B.
Fearneyhough, who for years was an active member of the V.S530. He is now
eighty=-six years old and cuite infirm. He said that he hed a complete file
of 'The Raven' up to and including the year 1941; end he would be glad to
givo them to the V.S.0. ... He is quite a bird student, having made an
average of 96% in & class taught by Ludlow Griscom at thc summer school of
the University of Virginla meny years agos For one or two summers Mr.
Fearncyhough taught tho class in birdlifc himself, znd I think tho Univorsity
allowod the studcents credit for 1t%,

(We would be glad to iave news of intersst from eny of our
members, particulerly those of long standing in the V.5.0.)

~==000~~-

VIRGINIA BIRD NOTES

Common Loom« Richard H. oodling, of the Virginia Forest Service,
reports the observetion of a Common Loon on April 29, 1954, in Nensemond
County, a mile ard a helf east of Whaley Station. The bird was found in &
low swamp through which & stream, reather shallow and not more than ten feet
wide, was running slovly. Tho Loon éid not teke readily to flight but gave

no indication of being injured.

Buropean Teal. On April 1, 1954, Don Kunkel observod & drakc
Buropean Teel ot Dyke, Feirfex County. On April 3 Kunkol and Jockson M. Abbott
found the dird beek of tho dump at Hunting Creck, in Alexendrie; end the noxt
day showed it to other mombers of the D.C. Audubon Socisty. This time,
studying the bird carefully, they noted that it had both the vertical white
stripe characteristic of the American Green-winped Teal end the horizontal
white stripe along the scapulars, charscteristic of the Turopecr Teal .
"Obvicusly", writes Abboty, "this bird was e hybrid and, to my knowledge, the
first such recorded." Kunkel saw it agein on April 10 at Hunting Creek and
reported that the bird was epparently meted, s a female. teal followed the
drake wherever he swam,

Bufflehead. One was seen a2t the Powhatan Club Pond, near the
center of Powhatan County, on November 28, 1952, by Steve Messenger.

Screeeh Owly nesting in Wood Duck nist DOX. C.C. Stuirly writos:
"L Wood Duck nest box erccted on a large loblolly at :og Islang State
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Waterfowl Refuge was utilized by a Screech Owl as & nest site. Three young
were found in it by Jesse King, an employee &t the refuge, eerly in May. On
May 8, when the owlets were obscrved by the writer they were estimated to be
about three weeks old, using the information in Bent's Life Histories of
North Americen Birds of Prcy (Part 2) as a criterion. This next box was
placed in a pine woods along the river shore and was nailed to ¢ trec sbout
tclve foct obove ground."

Long=-carod Owl., On June 23, 1954, J.J. Murray heoard two owls at
his cebin on Maury Rivcr, threc mile s north of Lexington, thot he felt sure
were Long=~eared Owls, probably an adult and a young bird on the wing. At
dusk the calls begen, loud, shrill, screams, something like the scream of a
cat. A glimpse of one of the birds in the helf-light showed it to be an owl
of medium size, too large for & Scresch Owl., This was near where & Long-
eared Owl had becen ssen on the Chrisimas Count in 1251l. Judzginz by the size
of the owl and the charector of the screams, it could hardly have bceen
anything elsc.

Iceland Gull., Jack E. Perkins writes that on April 21 and 26, 1954,
neer Sendbridge he saw what he juiged to be an Icelend Gull, On both
occasions the bird was in the company of Herring Gulls. On neither occesion
did he have rlasses, but was eble to get very close to it. It was definitoly
white, not an slbino, and a@bout the size of the Herring Gulls or a little
smaller.

Roso~breasted Grosboak. Steve Mzssengor saw one on Scptember 17,
1954, and another on Scptember 20, both females, in diffcrcnt parts of
Powhatan Countye.

Snow Bunting. Jack Perkins reports a flock of wcbout 50 Snow
Buntings sccn in the dunes at Fulse Capce, Back Bay Rofuge, on or about
Deccembor 18, 1953. These wero in eddition to the 23 to 25 Lirds seen near
Sandbridge for a couplec of weeks and alroedy reported.

~-=000=---

PLANS FOR SUMMER V. S. O. FIELD TRIP

ute: August 14
Aren: DPea Island, North Carolina
Specialties: Order Cheradriiformes end others.

Meoting Flece: Jonncttet!s Plor at 8:00 AJ¢. Adugust 14 (11 mil- s north of
Orceon Inlct). At this point everyone should plen on doubling
up so thet as few cars es possible will be in entourage to Pea
Islaznd which involves & crossing on a ferry. Jennettels Pior
is down the highway from Nsg's Hezd.
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Accommodations: There are numerous motels, hotels, etc. around Neg's Head
and Xill Devil Hill. This is the height of the tourist season so
reservations should be mmde, Apparsently all sorts of accommodations
ere available rangling from $2.50 to $8.00 per dey single,

A fow selections are:

Sea View Inn $2.50 Neg's Head, N.C.
Hotel Parkersorn $6.00 single Neg's Hesd, W.C.
Croaton Hotel $6.00 por day doublc Xill Devil Hill, N.C.

Rescrvations should bc made immediately.

Lurneh: Sandwichcs can be obtained at Poa Island. Howover, onc momber of the
committee suzeests that those who bring their own lunch ingredients
will fare better.

General: A viel of mosquito dove might be & neces:city.
For further information write C.C. Steirly, Box 222, Vaverly, Vo,

This trip, while out of the state, will take the place of the
annmial sumzcr trip to Cobb Island.
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BIOTIC ZONATION IN THE SOUTHERN APPALACHTARD

By J. J. Murray

Those of us who live in the iAppelachian highlands consigder curselves
exceedingly fortunate. We have a climate which is bxisk but in which the
vinters do not ro to great extremes nor last unduly long. The scenery around
us is always interesting and frecuently megnificent. From any point a short
drive will take one into wildernzss territory; amd a wodsrate c¢llmdb will show
endless purvle vistas, where in DuBose Heywerd's phrase “the meountains shouldsr
to trz skies". The plant and arimal life is not only rich but excepticnally
varied. In few places can such biological changes be found within a few miles.
Y- the wilder spots great Ravens are still common, and fiercely vowerful
Duck Hawgs seek their prey among their lesser kin,

At this tiwe, howover, wc aro considering not the boauty of this
high country but tho intvercst ¢ 1its biological problcmrz. Tho theme assigned
to me in this panel, "Bictic Zonation in the Southern Lrppalachians", is one
vith which I havc long bocn concorncd but about which morc study scoms to
bring loss assurancC. Thoro would not bc time within the limits of this papcr,
cvon if the writcr had the ability, to mekc a propcr critical analysis of tho
concopt of founcl zoncs, bubt cortain theooroticel sugpcstions mey be hnzardod.

Since the deys of J.A. Allen and C. Hart Merriam the discussion of
the faunal zone concept has passed through several phases. First, there was
the brillisnt but rather loose formulation, chiefly by Merriam, of the theory
that definite bands or zonés of plant and animel life could be traced; that
the se zones were bounded above by isotheral lines and below by other iso-
thermal lines for which there was a definitec formula; end that the zoncs were
transcontinentel in extent. For a long time this theory was considered to bo
almost sacrosancts Then camc thoe period of criticiem, chiéefly in the pest two
decades, when thc weakncsscs of the system wore oxpesced; and when, particularly,
the temporeturc laws werc shovn to bo hasty goncraiizations from insufficlem
dcta, and the applicetion of the zonal idea on a cuntinuous transcontinental
basis to be insecure. Now we seem t0 have come to the polnt where biotie
distribution 1s seen to have a much more complez basis than was understood by
Merriem =14 his asgsociates; where it is necessary to complement the zonal
theory by soclologlcal concepis; but where in certain areas, psarticularly in
the mountains, the zonation theory is realized to have merit and practical
usefulness. It may be pointed out that not & great deal of work has been
done on the life zone theory in recent decades, except such as was critical
of its principles. We have been satisfied on the one hang simply to repcat
vhat the pioneers said, or on the other to throw awsy their work. The theory
morits morc careful cxamination, kindly as well as caustic.

(The faunal zone concept is far from dead. Since the present paper
was written additional support for it has come to light. In the first issue
of Systematic Zoology (Vol.l, No. 1, Spring, 1952) a life zone map was
vublished, which as compared with the standard map published in 1910 by C. Harg
Merriam and others has only minor revisions, pertaining chiefly to Alaska and
the southern tip of Texas. This new map was taken from Hymenoptera of America
North of Mexico - Synoptic Catalog (U.S. Department of Agriculture,
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Agricultural Monogreovh No. 2, 1932)., The authors of this monograph, C.F.W.
Nuesebeck et &l., hoave shown that in many greups of lLiymenoptera the ranges
mey be satisfactorily stated simply by reference to life zZones.

Trying for years to analyze the distribution of birds in the mountains
of ths South, one of the things that has made me question the zone theory,
certainly in so far as it claims to be all-suBficient, is the very great
difficulty of tebuléting groups of zonal indicators. I have never seen &ay
published lists which I felt were satisfactory. The lists, for example, in
our ornithological Bible of the East, Chapmen's Handbook, have very little
meaning. Such liats are not at all easy to meke. For instance, while there
are birds that are clearly limited to the Lower Austral, I cennot think of =
single species which is found only in the Upper Austral. The two which come
nearcst to being so definitely limited ape the Louisiana Water-thrush and the
Yellow-breasted Chat, but the farmer of those finds its breeding territory
to a limited extent both above and below this zone, whilc for tho latter groat
intrusions into higher zones must be explaincds This does not iaean that there
are no indlcastors for the Carolinien Zone. t simply means that such & Llist
must bn the one hand exclude birds which are specificelly Lower Austral and
must on the other hand consist of birds which, while they are found also in
the Lower Austral, reach their limit at the upper boundery of the Carolinian.
Similarly, most Alleghenian Zone indicators extend their breeding ranges also
into the lower reaches of the Cenadian. There is to a certain degree an
eltitudinel succession of species within the zone as well as an =ltudinal
succession of groups which charecterize and distinguish zones, The Canadian
in the South is more sharply marked off, although its clearcst indicators are
birds thich are found mainly in one biome, the spruce association. Neverthe-
less, c¢ven when 8ll the difficulties of naming the indicstors of the various
zones arc rscognized, I do not believe we can get away from the fact that there
is a rather clear altitudinal stratification in the southern Appalachions
which must be recognized aport from biomes. In short, it scems to me increas-
ingly clear that in the study of didtribution the point is not thet of zonc
versus biome but rather of zone plus biome. That is, tho two concepbts are
complimentary, and may need the assistance of still othcr concepts bofore we
begin to understand tho complex business of plant and animal distribution.

After whnt hes been said about published lists of zonal indicators,
it is with great temerity that I go on to suggest certain lists in thig paver.
1 do 1t, not because I think that these lists will carry conviction generally,
nor even because I am entirely satisfied with them myself, but because they
may give other workers in this aresa something to criticize and to work from.
The mistakes of the andacious are often useful source material for the csutious.

For the Csrolinian Zone the Louisiana Water-thrush and the Ysllow-
breested Chat are, as has been said, feirly distinctive, So also is the
Cerulean Warbler, although it is distributed only sparingly to the eastwerd.
Eight birds, found also in the Lower Austrel, normally reach their upper limit
in the Cerolinian: Acadian Flycatcher, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Moclkingbird,
White-eyed Vireo, Prairie Warbler, Summer Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, and Cardinal.
Of these the White-eyed Vireo and the Blue Grosveak, while still uncommon in
. meat of our valleys, are probably on tho inereese in the Appalachians. T-rec
other birds, while occurring both below and above this zone, are more typical
of the Carolinian; Tuftcd Titmouse, Wood Thrush, and Kentucky Warblor.
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For the Allegheonian Zone a larger group of five birds may be sald to
be distinctive: Black=billed Cuckoo, lcast Flycastcher, Mountsin Vireo, and
Chestnut-sided and Golden-winged Warblors. Two othors, Yellov=-thromted Vireo
and Worm-eating Warbler, also extend their ranges below this zone; and eight
others range also into the Camadian:; Veery, Cairns's, Blsck~throated Green,
Blackburnien, snd Caneda Warblers, Scarlet Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak,
and Carolina Junco, the last being about as characteristic of the Cenadian as
of the Alleghenian.

The Cenadlen Zone hes more blrds which are distinetive znd fewer
which are at home in other zones. I would suggest nine birds as typicel:
Black=-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Winter Viren,
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thiush, Northern Water-thrush, Mourning
Warbler, and Purple Finch. Some of these are not found in the more southern
mrt of this region. The Olive-bacikcd Thrush is also distinctive in the
northern and higher parts of the region, although outside our territory it
ranges also into the lMudsonian. Two birds, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and
Magnolia Wartler, belons chicfly to this zone but are found to sor: oxtent in
the higher parts of the Allcghenien,

Some remarks may be madehere o5 to the readiness of certain austiral
species to presa far beyond the altitudi zl limits of the zone to which they
belong and to occupy what are probably recent and man-mede extensions of their
normal habitat. I mey say that these range increases do not secem to me to
invalidate the zone concept, as they eare mot movements of tho parg of a complex
biome but morely a movoment on the part of a singlc spocices which is aprarcently
ma ¢ £l1oxiblo in its sdaptation than other members of the blomc. e Chat is
a good example. Normally and I think quite definitely & Carolinien species,
the Chat, when suitable habitat develops, will range high on the mountains,
pressing into territory where in the adjoining forest such high Alleghenicn
gpecies a3 the Veery ars singings There are limits td this adaptability which
are no ecsicr to oexplain thon the adeptability itself, While we get the Chst
up to 3500 feet in the mountzins bordering the valley of Virginia, it is not
found in what is apparently just as appropriate territory on Middle Mountain,
Highland County, Virginia, at 4000 feet (except very sparingly), nor on White
Top or iit. Rogers, nor &t Blowing Rock, North Carolina, at 3500 to 3800 feet,
on elevation which is not zonally any higher than 3000 feet in centrsl Virgirie.
The obhvious explanation would seen to be that central western Virginia is in
closer contect with wide stretches of Carolinlan territory. But while the
lack of such céntact is true of Middle Mountain, it is not tiue of Blowing
Rock plateau. IFuthermore, Brooks reports this bird as a “conmon summer
resident throughout West Virginia", except in such dense forests and in the
highest spruce belt where it would not be suited anyway. Very much the same
situetion applies to the Prairies Warbler. The Carolina Wren, usually con-
sidered an auastral specles, is now so widely spread that I have ignored it as
a zonal indicator. This soread, like the northward extension of the Mocking-
bird and Cardincl and otler austrel species, may possibly be correlated with
a succession of years with warmer average temperature, or even with a longer-
range tenmperature cycle,

One of the most puzzling examples of Appalachian distribution is tazs
of the Yellow Warbler. ‘hen one considers thatthis speciecs breeds from tree
limit soutn to northern Ceargia, it seems odd that in Appelachian country it
should be more common at the lower levels. It seems strange not to find it
more common where 1ts type of habitat occurs at high sltitudes. In my own
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county of Rockbridge it is strictly & low elevation bird. I nave not found it
on Middle Mountain, although it is occasionally seen 1n thoe high valleys to the
east, nor at Mountain Leke or Vhite Top or Mt. Rogers, where there is a good
dcal of apparently suitahle ebitet. Brooks says that in West Virginia 1t is
an "chundant swmner resident throughout the lowlands of the state, becoring
much less common in the higher mounteins". I have rarely seen it on the
Blowing Roek platesu in North Carolina, where there ere wide stretches of good
territory. Vhile this 1s not pertinent to the question of zones, it is an
interesting puzzle in distribution.

Three ecologlcal associations, the Carolinien, the Allcshenian, end
the Cenadian, c¢ar easily be recognized and can with somewhet loss ezseo be
mapped in the southern Appalachiang. It may not be too fenciful to say that
two of thesc zones, tho Carolinian znd the Canadian, reprosenting two great
biotic Regions, tho Boreal and tho Austral, are in tcnsion with one another,
vhile the third, the Alleghenian, represents the resolution of that tension.
From this viewpolnt, the Alleghenian, which can be thought of as the type
zone of our area, is it=c focus of the warfare belween the boreal =and austral
forces which create respectively the biota of the Canadisn and Carolinian
Zones. Going further with the same metaphor, the Appelachian mountain system
may be looked upon as an invasion of boreal powers into austral territory,
with the austral forces counter-attacking whenever any change of climate gives
them an adventage. Such chenges of climate may be natural, because of the
swing of temperature cycles, or they may be man-made, due to the elffects of
deforestation in the pest. riore hopefully vossible z?forestation may turn the
process in the other direoction in the future. Because of this struggle, and
because of the fact that the Appalachian region is a rslatively nerrow snd
1sland=-likc outpost, It is only to be expected that the Allechenien, which is
the centrel or these three zornes, is a transition type of zone; and, further,
that the character of each of the zonos in this area is somethat colorcd by
its dominion status. The Canadicn is considerably less than pure, esvecially
along its edges; while the Carolinian lacks some of the species, such as the
Yellow=-throated Warbler, and exhibits rather sparingly others, such as the
White-eyed Vireo and the Blue Gfosbeak, vhich arc to be found more c¢amonly
in the Carolinian of the Piecdmont to the east snd of the wide river valleys
to tho west.

It may be sald that in the southern Appslachians fhe Carolinian Zone
occupies the main river valleys, with its upper limit varying from 1200 feet
in western leryland to 3000 feet and over in northern Georgia. The Canadian
Zone i3 found only along the crest of the highest ridges in West Virginia, on
a few mountain tops above 4500 foet in Virginia, and in the high areas sbove
5000 feet in North Carolina and Tennessee. lMost o6f this Appalachian country,
then, falls in the Allsghenian, which is the eastern form of the Transition
Zone. It is transition territory between the life forms of the north, to
which 1t is linked as a line of mounteins, end those of the great southern
stretches by which it is surrounded. It is island, or rather meninsuler
country. Professor lMaurice Brooks, speaking in another connection asbout the
central part of this territory, has said, "The region offers & natural
meeting place for forms of life which follow the mountain ridees down from
the north, which gain entrance from the south through unobstiucted river
valleys, or which invade the arca from both the east und the west. At such
a junction point northern ard southern, and eastern and western bird roces
meet, with somewhat puzzling intermediates becoming the rule rather than the
exception”.
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Throughout this area the boundary lines between the zones are very
irrerular. Thess lines are not to be run with & ruler, like the United States-
Conada border west of the ninety-fifth mexidian, but like the seme boundary
east of that line are as crooked &s a snake. That is only what is to be
expected. If the presence of any association is caused by a complex of factors,
including temperature, exposure, the precipitation/evaporation ratio, and
meny other things, then the altitude at which the association can be Tound will
depend upon whether the place is on an open ridge or in a densely-shaded ravine,
upon whether it has a northern or & southern exposure, and upon whetier the
30il on which it is besed is limestone or shale or sandstone or granite.
Zvthermore, the bounduries of the 2o0nes have been made much more irrsgular by
the lumbering and burning and clsaring which the vwhite man has carried on
since his coming.

The effect of lumbering es it has been carried out in our mountains
has been to raise in & marked way thoe sltitude of the boundary line betwesn
the Carolinian and Alleghenlien Zones, and in meny cases to wipe out the
conditions which made possible the association of plants and animals which we
call the Canadian Zcone. As man clsars the heavy forests, and then, in the
usual unhappy sequence, permits the mountain sides to burn, the character of
the flora is chenged, the ability of the soil to hold moisture is greatly
reduced, the ground is exposed to the direct heat of the sun, and in conse-
quence evaporation is made more repid and the mean temperature is changed.

411 these changes together swing the ecological pendulum from bhoreal toward
eaustral conditions, which in furn in the South, where we have all too little
boreal territory, rmesans an unfortunate wiping out of ths unique in favor of
the comnornplace. This 1s mrticularly true in respect to the Canadien Zone,
which in its most typical form is limited by the preserce of srruce forests,
Waen the spruce is once logged of{, when fire hac swept throwh its rzeuliarly
vulnerable 1uhbish, when the young seedlings have been killed end tho peat
burned through to bare rock, there is 1little hope for anything except the most
leisurely return of this fine type of forest snd consequently of its
characteristic brecding birds.

In closing may I suggest a piece of detailed work thet needs to be
done in meny parts of this Appelachian region. Among the meny factors vhich
entér into the making of zn associested group of plants and enimsls, humidity
is »n importent one. It not only affects the altitude at which zone boundsries
occur; but even mors noticeably it affects the abundence of bird life within
a zone. In my county of Rockbridge altitude will guide one as to the species
of birds he may expect to find; but the ebundrcnce of individuel birds will
de»end more upo: moisture. 4s s rule the bird life on the Llne R2idge side of
the Valley of Virginie {s definitely richer than that on the outlying ridres
of the Alleghenias on the western side of the Valley. The point which I would
sus-.est for study is the oifect of the directlon of the preveiling winds upon
the life forms of any locality. ™rooks has mentioned briefly in his book,

A Chenk-Ligt of West Virginia Birds, that this is an impvortent factor in the
varyving biotic conditions within that State. It is equally imvortant in
westoren Virzinia. It would be of interast, for exemple, to know »hether tirere
is » noticecble difference between the bird life on the eastern znd on the
westerr slopes of the Blue Hidge in western Virginia, where thot mountain

line is narrow. There ere probably meny places in our Appalechian region
where such studies would yield intaresting results.

(this raper was read at the meetins, of the Wilson Ornithological Club at
Jackson's I7ill, VWest Virginiz, Aprii 28, 1950.)
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THE 1953 SUMMER SEASON IN VIRGINIA

By F. R, Scott

The weather fluring mest of the summer was hot end dry, particularly
in July when tempereatures were 2.40 sbove the mean at Richmond. The drought
in eastern Virsinia was broken August 14 by a hurricane wnich passed off the
cozst, giving the coastal areas up to 6 inches of rain. Young Clapper Rails
gsuffered badly on the Eastem Shore as a result, but there were no other re-
rorts of storm damese to birds.

Grebes through Herorns. The shallow, brackish ponds on Chincoteague
Refuge produced at least 2 broods of Pied-billed Grebes, both nests being
found es well as the broods (E.0. Mellinger, F.R. Scott). A single Pied-billed
Grebe neer lorge on July ll mizht have summered nearby {Bruce McCertney). A
Brown Pelican 5 miles south of Alexandriz on June 13 wns an unusual record for
anywhere in Virginia (C. Cottam). Apprcximetely 75 Double-crested Cormorsnts
sumuered in southwestern Northeampton County and courd ususlly be found et
Kiptopeke Beach, Cepe Charles, sm Cherrystons Inlet. The only inlend report
of Snowy Egrets was 3 et Alexandria on July 22. The VSO field trip to Cobb's
Island found 2 very late Green Herons just leaving the neat on August 8. MNr.
Blton Miller and lrs. Luther lfachen reported a Yellow-crowncd Night Heron's
nest in Mr. Miller's yerd et Hampton. The young left July 4. C.C. Steirly
found 2 adults and one immature of this species near Waverly on Juns 14. Three
Least Bittern nests were discovered at Chincoteague Refuge on June 18 (FRS).
Two conteined 3 eggs each and 5 young were just leeving the third. VW.F. Rountrey,
Paul Sykes, and Billy Efird saw a Wood Ibis at Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, on July 26.
It was $till there August 9.

Ducks. There was a good hatch of Black Ducks at Chincoteague end
aelgo a few Blue-winged Teal (ZO0M). £.0. English saw an adult Black Duck and
brood of 6 at Murrey's Pond, Roanoke County, on June 28 and twice later. An
early migrating Blue-winged Teol appeared ot Alexandria on August 3 (T,
Abbott). There were the usual reports of summering, non-breeding ducks in
the cistern part of the state. Mellinger reported a Gadwall end & Shoveller
through the summer at Chincotezgue, ond a few Lesser Scaup were szen on seversal
occasiong in June st Fort lMonroe (R.J. Beasley, FRS). A Ruddy Duck was still
pregent st Alexendrie on July 20 (R.R. Kerr), and a peir was found at Chinco-
teague in mid June. Red-breassted lergansers were noted by a number of observers
at Fort Monroe, Grendview, Cepe Chmarles, and Parramore Island.

Hawks and Marsh Birds. 4 Bromd-winged Hawk was agein seen throughout
the sumner near Norfolk (WFR), and McCartney found one at Norge, near Williams -
burg, on May 27 znd June 12. Richard Peske, Jr., savw an adult Virsinie Rail
and 7 downy young et Bubt's Stetion, near Norfolk, on July l14. A Florida
?all%nule nest, first for the Chircotesgue Refuge, was found there on June 16

FRS).

Shorebirds. Ilellinger saw and successfully photographed & mele nuff
at Chincoteagus on July 12, the third Virginis record. Four Vilson's Plovers,
including one immature, were found on the north end of Wreck Islsnd on Ausust 8
by tho VSO field trip. Beasley had a good early shorebird flight at Sealord,
York County, on July 26, which included a Ruddy Turnstone, 2 Willets, end
smell numbers of Pectorel, Red-backed, and Western Serdpipers. The Audubon
Society of the District of Columbia found 2 Marbled Goduwits, 30-45 Oyster-ceatchers,



Pere 98 THE RAVEN July-Aucusth, 1954

and 3 Stilt Sendpipers near Parremare Islsnd on August 15. Twenty more Stilt
Sandpipers were found along the Chincotesgue Ceuseway the following day. Peul
Sykes snd John Withrow saw 7 Uplend Sandpipers at the Norfolk airport on

Avnpust 9; Rountrey found 9 there the next dey. Peired Spotted Sendpipers were
found near Cape Charles on June 18 and in Methews County on July 11 (FRS).

A Thite=rumped Sandpiper was reported by R.J. Watson on Vreck Islend on August O.

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers. Two Greest Black-~backed Gulls ncar Perremcre
Island on August 15 were probably summering, non-breeding bilrds {P.A. DuMont
and others). On June 10 Lyle D. Miller made & survey of Hog Island Bay ang
estimated, smong other things, 6 pairs of Royal end 12 pairs of Gull-billed
Terns breeding on Rogus Island, and 15 pairs of Gull-billed Terns nesting on
the southern end of Hog Island. A sick Roseate Tern was picked up on the
beach near Back Bay on June 14 by Sykes, Mike Griffin, Betsy Stevens, =nd
Elisabeth Thomas. It was identified latsr by Jack Perkins cnd mounted for the
Norfolk Museum. Black Skimmers were seen several times in June in the lower
Chesapeake Bay near the town of Cape Charles. Beasley found 2 ot Fort Monroe
on June 21 and July 12.

Cuckoos to Thrushes. On July 21 Rountrey found a valr of Bleck-billed
Cuckoos in Princess Anne County where this bird is always rare. A Long-eared
Owl was picked up dead near Churchville, Augusta County, on June 20 (XKarl Haller).
Nighthavwk are now well establ ished in Lexington with at least 3 pairs (J.J.
Murrey). They were strangely absent in the area in summer until 1947. Roumtrey
reported the nesting of the Horned Lark at Norfolk, and J.H. Gray beiiecves it is
inereasing as & breeding blrd on the Lower Peninsula. It wes found to be
relatively common in mid June on the Eastern Shore all the way south to Cape
Charles. A colony of Bank Swillors was found at Presguile Refuse, between
Richimond and Hopewell, by John Delime. About 20 pairs were feeding young on
July 3. o Wiright saw a high of 250 Bank Swallows on July 17 at Alexandria,
across the Potomac from & nesting bank. A Veery at Lebanon on July 5 (RRK) is
nrobavly e unique summer record for the Coastal Plain of Vir-inic, though ticre
ig a small colony about 15 mils s north in Weshineston's Rock Creeck Park.

Werblers to Sperrows. John Westbfook found & Prothonotary Warbler
nest with young at Denville on June 5 and two more on Jume 7. Scott reported
a pzir reeding one young bird et Farmville on July 4. At Norfolk Cowbird eggs
wera found in 2 Red-eyed Vireo's nests in Late June (Sykes), and young Cowbird
were found being fed by a peir of Hooded Werblers on July 1l (Cape Henry Bird
Club) end by a pair of Red-eyed Vireos on August 9 (Sykes and Withrow).
ii»ss Catherine Bentley found 5 nesting pairs of Scarlet Tcnagers at Ellerson,
denover County, with the eggs in one hatehing on July 14. TFarther east, June
peirs of Scarlet Tenagers were reported at Norge (BN} snd Williomsburg (JHG).
A Dickecissel at Norge on June 8 (Hi) was the only summer report, John V. Dennis
found 15 poirs of Henslow's Sparrows in June near Leesburg, Loudoun County.

~- Richmond, Virginia
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NESTING STUDIES ON WRECK XSLAND

By C. C. Steirly

On July 13, 1954, John Grey end the writer spent ti:e best part of
the day on "reck Islend off the Lashern Shore. The trip had for its purpose
the study of nesting terns and skimmers. Upon approaching tihe island Grey
was put ashore on the north end, where he established a base of operations,
namely the weter jug and the prdcs containing food and other supplies. The
writer was put ashore on the marshy zrea about a mile south of this and on
the landwsrd side, the idea being that as he moved northward to join Grey he
wonld observe bird 1life in general and attempt to note any evidence of tern
breeding in that section. On this journey a dozen oystercatchers, a number of
willets, "ilson's plover, sanipelmated plover &nd & few least terns were
observed. No evidence of loast tern nests could be Toungd.

Upon joining Grey a rough reconnaissance of the north end of the
island was made snd from s ventege point the locetions of common and gull-billed
tern nests were plotted ~s the adults settled down after the disturbence caused
by walking through the colony. A photographic blind was then erected in a
suitable spot, from which nests of common terns, gull-billsd terns and black
skimmers could be seen, After the blind was erccted, a difficult task in the
wind, the two retired to a conveniecnt log and amid scores of black skimmers
ate their lunch of canned corned beef, brown bread and zand. Both then
approached the blind end after Grey was well ensconced the writer withdrew to
reconnoitre the lower end of the islend. Crey as able to t:xe motion rictures
of the nesting terns.

The writer consulted the Cobb Islend sheet of the topographle survey
and welked toward the southern end of the island in order to determine whether
or not there were any necting colonles of terns and skimmers among the dunes
shorn on the whole seawsrd side of the island. This walk took the uriter almost
to the south end of the islind but no evidence of a nesting colony could bo
found. Shortly after leaving the north end the skinmers becmnie less numerous
end in fcoet becamo sbsent less than helf & mile ¢own the beach., TFour or five
oystercatchers paraded along the edge of the sea -nd a few smaell flocks of
cemi~pelmoted sendpipers fed just behind the high water merk. & lone black-
bellied plover was observed. In one area, about half way down a colitary
gull=billed tern Xept harassing the writer in mueh the same manner cs they
behave when one is within a breedirg colony. FHowever, the writer kept going
in a straight line and the tern kept darting at him for & distance of at lecast
300 vards. No other terns nar evidence of nests could be found. Ncar the
lower end of the islend the writer went up the highest bit of dune in sight,

& shell bcunk some ten feat up from the see, and scanned the vast crea of salt
marsh to the west end north. Nothing could be seen but lone lzughing gulls
flying over, and every now ad then a willet arose from the marsh. A few
oystercatchers flew back and forth. 1In the more mesic portion of the mersh-
dune edge a few passerines were noted. These includod song sparrows, redwings,
meadowlarks end barn swellars. No attempt was made to count them. Vakking
in the mersh became difficult so cZter cutting scross & particularly grossy
section of the dune the return jaurney was made along the shore to the tune of
the whistling of the oystercatchers.
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At the north end Crey hag dismentled his blind and his location was
easy to detect because of the hundreds of black skimmers and terns circling
over him. A count was then made of the nests and young in the north rnzsting
colony with the following results:

Bluck Skirmecr - 59 nsests - 23 young
Common Tern - 8 nests - 3 young
Gull-billed Tern - 5 nests - no young observed

Grey reported hearing one Forster's tern.

A number of deed yang skimmers were found throughout the colony.
Perhaps most of them had been killed by shifting sands and parental ne~lect.
There was evidence ot hamd to show that recent storms had done dcmage to the
colony, viich is cuite exposed to the vageries of the eleents.

It 1s quite true that %Wreck and Cobb Islands have been eonsidersbly
morked over ornithologically in the past and perhaps these two islends are among
the most frequently ricntionod Virginie sites to be found in the entire sories
of A.C. Bent's "Life Historles of North Americen Birda". They are neverthe-
less guite fescinating and should not be neglscted by the VS0. ITven though
they have been well explored and described by T’ Chapman ("Camps and
Cruises of an Ornithologist"), A.C. Bent ("Life Listories of North American
Gulls and Terns"), and & number of othors it must be recalled that these
classic studies wcre made ycars ago beforo many of the colonies had rccovered
#rom ths ravages of plumage trade, cxcessive cegging end unrostricted shooting.
furthermore it must be realized that these islands, like many othexr habitots,
are not really static. “hile they retain their gencrel cheracter of sand dune
on the seawsrd side spd salt marsh on the landward side the wwroportion of esasch
anéd the suitability of varicus portions for tern end skximmer nesting are some-
what subject to chenge £s the rosult of storms th-t ¢can in a shert whilc clter
the shaves of the islonds, cover up marsh with shifting send sné wasih whole
sections of bzmch. ¥hile these storms -re dissstrous durinz the breeding
soasons they often keep the habltat for tern brecding favorsble by holting
the gradual invesion of the beach gresses and other vegetetion whose encrosch-
ment would elter the habitat unfavorably for tern and skimmer breeding. The
southern edge of the present breeding colony secrs to be limited by a rather
ronk growth of grasses, poison ivy and other plants. Terns (common end aull-
billed) and skimmers seem to prefer the more opon scctions of dune end shell
with sparse clumps of vegetetion. 8inco each storm helps meintain this
condition in the north colony it might conceivablyg crecate suitable nesting.
gites elscwherc on the islends. The 1slends arc still worth an annusl
breeding study. <Lhe marshes should be more thoroughly invostigated on eny
future expedition, Perheps the Forster's tern might be found to be broeding
therao.,

follows: Black Skimmer, 4C0; Oy:ztoreatichor, 14; Willet, 12; Wilson's Plover,
15; Somipalm:tcd Plover, 6; Sanipalmetcd Szandriper, 30; Ruddy Turnstonc, 2
Black-bclliod Flover, 1. No count was cttempted on the leughing pulls, herring
gulls end ring-billed gulls observed.
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The journey to and from Wreck Island to Oyster was not very fruitful.
Observations along this route included 14 Hudsonian curlews, 8 dowitchers, 1
American egret, 1 willet, 4 green heron, 2 greet blue heron, 5 little blue
herons, in addition to lesst terns znd common terns. The comparotive 1l:ociz of
hsrons was noticeable and the curlew flock seemed to be 2 bit early.

Notes kept on the observations made on the VSO “reck Island trip of
July 19, 1952, indlicate that on that trip in the north arez nests of the black
skimmer and Cormor tern were found. One nest of the ~ull-billed tern was
found #nd & small colony of loast tern nests wers found. An account of this
trip was published in T RAVZN for July-August, 1952.

-- Virginia Forest Service
Taverly, Virginia

~~=000-~-~

THE BACHMAN'S WARBLER

(An Editorisl from the ARKANSAS GAZETTE)

While millions of Americans were watching Joe McCarthy tengle with
the Arny, the State Department wes keeping one anxious sye on Geneve and the
other on Guatemala, Agriculture Secretary Benson was taXking a dim view of mount-
ing ferm surplusses, ond the nation's economists were scaaning the charts and
graphs thet record employment trconds, & covey of sarncst birdwetcehcrs wore dowm
in a swamp neer Mount Vornon fondly gazing at a warbler four and ono~guortcr
inches long with & suffusion of yocllow betwcen the shoulders.

The bird, a Baschman's Warbler, has been rarely seen siuce it was
identified by the Rev. John Bachman, & close friend of the greet Audubon, in
1833, and never before so far north.

The “‘ashington Audubon Society, as the Associsted Press irreverently
but accuratzly put it, looked upon the discovery with the awe of e crapshooter
who Tinds s pair of dice that roll nothing but scvens.

Je find the discoverv of the Warbler & heartenin~ note in a gray run
of news - not becsuse we sre interested in birds, particulerly, but because we
are interested in people. It is comfobting to be reminded that there are still
Americans who like to wallk throush swamps and listen to birds sing - vho,
inden~d, consider this a matter of urgent importance. Ve also like to think
that trere sre still string-savers in this country, and people Tho build ships
in bottles, collect metch covers, play chess, or simply sit on sunny benches
in parks and listen to *he music of children's lauzhter.

In this disturbed scason when we all seem to be beginning to look
glike, we salute the men and women who dropped evervihiny %o plough through
the swemp at Lorton, Virginia, and listen, enraptured, while an olive drab bird

rave vent to a series of buzzy not 8s, zrr . zr
ghme piteh. ) »2TT, 8even or eight notes, 2ll on the

(Reprinted in the RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH, July 21, 1954)
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THE PARULA WARBLER NEAR LEESBURG, VIRGINIA

By John V. Dennis

One of the most common warblers along the Potomac River in the
vicinity of Leesburg in Loudoun County is the Parula Warbler (Parula americans).
In the mature bottomland forest bordering the river about one singing male can
be heard along every helfl mile of shoreline.

Since this species shows a high degree of specialization in choice
of nesting site, I was particularly intercstod in viewing a ncst I discovered
on July 8, 1954, The nest was about 25 feet up in a scrub pine (Pinus
virsiniana), end near the outer tip of an uppermost branch. The tree wos
located in the front yerd of a house overlooking the Potomac. Both parents
wers busily engaged in feeding what appeared to bo cr over-sized occupant whose
bulk filled the tiny nest to overflowing.

Not until several weeks later was the nest revisited. This time the
branch contalning the nest wes broken off so that the nest and its contents
could be studied to gzood edventaBe. Within the nest I discovered the dried up
remeins of a young cowbird. The bird was quite well feathered, and, I should
judge, had resched & stage whoro it might have been capable of leaving the
rest. No clue suggzesting the cause of its death was available.

The nest itself wes a crudely bullt affeir of the stems ond veins of
dead leaves held together with spider webbing. The leaf materlsl seemed to be
from one of the hickories. 1In addition, there was a small amount of snother
Tibrous materiel, probably fine rootlets.

1t remeins to be sesn whether or not this is a typical nest for this
rezion. The Psrula Werbler has been reported nesting in clumps of debris
deposited in trees along the Potomac by lood waters. Typlical nesting sites
$o0 the south are located in Spenish moss (gg&igggglg), end northward in beard
moss (Usnca).

-= Lessburg, Virginia

CHINCOTEAGUE MARSH TRIP

By C. C. Steirly

On Mey 23 Ray Beaslsy, Frenk Richardson, Psul Sykes and the writer
visited the Chincoteague llarshes in Accomac County. This trip duplicated one
made by three of the group a year ago the same date snd which was reported on
in THE RAVEN. The weather was rather warm, with a light rain st noon. The
tide was rather high during the visit but the marshes were not diseppointing,
despite a Tierce sttack by mosquitoes.
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Only those birds observed in or over the marshes were recorded.
Obssrvations witnin this hiabltat included: great blue heron, American egret,
snowy egret, Louisiens heron, 1little blue heron, green heron, black-crowned night
heron, blue-winged teal, marsh hawk (a pair), osprey, clapper rail, semi-
palrzted plover, black-bellied plover, ruddy turnstons, Hudsonian curlew, spotted
sandpipers, willet,grecoter yellowlegs, red-backed sandpiper, dowitcher,
scitipzlmated sendpiver, laughing gull, common tern, least tern, kingbird, barn
swallow, tree swallow, long-billed marsh wren, Maryland yellowthroat, ycllow
warbler, meadowlark, redwing, boat-telled grackle, orchesrd oriole, sharp-
tailed svarrow, seaside aparrow.

In the mersh the remains of a flooded out clapper rail rnest was
found. Upon opening the ezgs they were found to contain well-developed embryos.

Snomy egrets were quite comaen, for outnumbering the American egrets =nd other
herors in cbund:nce.

At the Kiptopeke Ferry Landing a Bonaparte's sull -as obseérved.

-- Virginia Forest Service
Yaverly, Virrinia

=-=000=-=~

EARLY SUITMER FLOCKING AMONG WESTERN 3IRDS

By John V. Dennis

One of the contrasts between the habits of birds in the East ~nd *“he
West, ms I have recextly noted, is thet many western birds are still found in
Tlocks during the nesting season. Between lfay 20 and June 5, 1954, while
observing birds in Arizona, Utah and Colorado, I ceame upon many instances of
this. The jays end their rclatives afforded some of the best examples. In
the Santa Rits Mountains of southern Arizone I alweys found the Arizona Jeyr
in noisy flocks of from {ifteen to twenty-~five individuals. The seme was true
of the Pinon Jar which I found freguenting the juniper-pinon forssts in Utah.
As William L. Finley hes reported, this species nests in colonies and the
birds remcin ir flocks throughout the breeding season. On thse outskirts of
Zaglc Pass in Texas I saw about fifteen White-necked Ravens 1n one group.
And another examnle of a8 community-minded bird is to be found in the Zcorn or
California Woodpecker. In the Santa Rita Mountains there were elways from
six to eight in the trees about my camping site.

Doves, too, were oftesr seen in floeks. I sew as many as 8 dozen
Inca Doves In one flock on the outskirts of Tempe, Arizona. IMourning Doves
were often seen 1n small flocks -~ one flock in the mountains east of Provo,
Utah, conteined ten individuals.

At the Grand Canyon Red Crossbills, and in the mountains of Colorado
Pine Siskins were seen in large flocks. It was a surprising sight to see
almost forty Red Crossbills at a time near the overlooks where tourists view
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the Grend Canvon. The House Finch is another memdber of the gparrow tribe I
found in large nurbers. On a barren hillside near Phoenix, Arizonz, I counted
clese to & hundred. I was unable to ascertain the reason for this congregetion,
but tre birds mey have been coming for grit.

Such sociel beraviar during the nesting sesson is in sharp contrast
to early swmer flocking habits here in Virginis. ‘e may sometiwmes see 3rovn-
headed Cowbirds, noted {or their ability to bypess domestic duties, in slze-
able flocks. .lso the lournings Dove, Starling and Redwines seei: to band in
Tlocks well before the nesting season is completed.

It is reasonable to suppose that a number of westerr speciles in
adapting their habits to periods of food scarcity or abundence find the flockin:-
Fzbit of value even during the nesting season. Probably for many of the
species involved there is less insistence upon territorizl rirhis, end thus,

s 1in the Pinon Jay, we mey find colonisl nesting and community foregsing for
food.

-- Leesburg, Virginia
==-000~-~
TIRGINIA BIRD NOTES

Long~eared Owl ~ Correction. The youns owls, reported in the
last issue of THE RAVEN (May-June, 1954, p.89) as probably Long-ecered Owls,
turned out to be Great dorned Owls, when we got a good view of them. The
confusing thing was that we did not hear,¢ither from the adults or young,
the typiccl hoot of the Creat Horned Owl; ang the shrill, cct-like, screams

of tho young were unlike anything we had ever heard from this species.

Pied-billed Grebs. One was seen by liax Cerpenter on a pond near
“aynesboro on June 27. This 1s the first record for the Valley between May
and late July.

American Igret. Ilex Cerpenter saw one at Devton, June 2.

Waterfowl B-ezeding at Hor Islsnd., C.C. Steirly states that John
Bryant, manager ol the Hog Island State ''aterfowl Reluge in nortuheast Surry
Countv, hezs tdvised him or the following waterfol breedin- records on the
refure this summer: .lallard, 2 broods; Black Duck, 2 broods; Blue-winped Teal,

4 broods; Canadaz Goose, 1 nest observed.

Hooded Merganser. Mex Carpenter saw a female at Camp Shenandoah,
near Swoope, on July Z.

Sparrow Hawk. The bilrds that have nested in the attic of the Rditor's
home ot Lexington for several years moved this spring to a hollow in »
locust tree near the rront corner of the house. After the young (apperently 3)
left the nest they were fed by the adults in the vard until Auszust 2. Anotler
pair nests on en open shelf under the eaves of Reid Hall on the Washington &Lec
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Campug in Lexington, Stuart Davey, who is working on a deer population study
for the Virginia Commission of Game & Inlend Fisheries, reports that still
another pair nested in the attic of the house where he lives. This 1s about
a mile of the Washinston & Lee Cempus. It is interestinc to have three
atypicel nest sites within such small radius.

Ring-billed Gull. Joshua Womeldorf reports that two very late
individuals mede intermittent visits to the fish pond on his Tarm from ifay 20

to June 6.

Albino Barn Swallow. An elbino Barn Swallow, associated with a
murber of normal birds, was observed by C.C. Steirly on July 16 near the
mouth of Powell's Creek (James River) in Prince George County.

Cliff Swallow. Joshua Womeldorf found another Rocibridge Cournty
coleny in June, of seven nests urder the open driveway of a barn at Tustles
buiy, near Brownsburs.

~==000-~~

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIZTY NEWS

The National sudubon Society will celabrate its Golden Anniversary in
1955, At thils time it wlll snonsor the publication of AN AUDUBON READ:R as
ore of the events in the fiftieth anniversary celebration. Iis book will
contein some of the ocutstand ng articles which have avoeared in fudubon
Magazine end its predecessor, Bird-Lore, since publication began in 1899, If
you wish to recomuend favorite articles for inclusion in the volume, please
do so at once. ‘rite to Ken Morrison at Aunduhon House.

Saving Wildoerness Areas

The Audubon Society of the Distrlet of Columbia has been cempaigning
to save the wilderness areas in end about that city. This group presented an
educationsl exhiblt at the Vational luseum usin, maps, text, and other
materials for the purpose of showing the public the "priceless heritage our
¢ilty possesses in ihs remaining natursl areas, and to delineate the dangers
now threatening many of our cherished woodlands, meadows, marshes ond wabsrways®.

They assembled meterial, including photographs of the areas, in an
attractive booklet called "Washington--City in the Tioods" (price, 75¢).
Muoting directly will be the best wav to pive you an 1dea of this project.

"imons; the great cities of the world, Yashinnton is alone in reteining
so much of unspoiled natural settings within and near its boundaries.

"Historic plans for :ashington have all made zome vrovislon for the
preservation of wilderness «.... But now e decade ol boom-tomn rrowth,
pushing the city far beyond its origincl boundarics, menaces all of the re-
meining netural areas, even those included within sstablished D21KS ceese
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A careless public, unaware of the natural values to be preszrved, m.y awaken
too lute to save vhat reiwins from ruin.

“As we dealt with each locality chosen, we tried to tell two stories--
Tirst, what distinective wildlife »obitets it possesses :nd how mueh these could
mecn o usg; and second, how this area illustreotes a basic precept or problem of
which we should be more awars."

This project to save the wilderness areas in \iashington effects wuwery
one of ue since it is our Capital. It is also hoped thet the campaign of the
Washington Audubon Society will receive support from z11 branches and
effilistes since the District of Columbia does not have any Senators and
Representatives of its own. This campaign may also provide you with ideas for
saving wilderness ereas in your own commnity.

The Sullivan County Audubon Society (N.,V.) has maintained a very
successiful booth at the county fair for the past two yeors. The exhibits were
planne¢ to educete the people about locel conservation measures and to make the
general public aware of the local Audubon Society and its activities.

The South Bend Audubon Society (Ind.) did several things to let the
community know about the group's activities. They bad a booth at the sports,
travel and hobby show and they gave a seriss of lecturces o:u conservation in
cooparation with the Indicns extension center.

The iLvanston Bird Club (Ill.) maintains a booth at the garden clud
fair each spring. This club =lso hes a collection of bird slides which their
members use when celled upon to give talks at various clubs and school groups in
the comminity.

"\ ===000--~

WRITER SCORLS THRzATS TO NATEIONAL CAPITAL'S PARKS

"There are values in and around Washington D.C.," writes llichael Nadel
in the New York Stete Conservation Council's Bulletin for lay, 1954, "that
seldom get a méntion in the news. Thess are in the capital parks, a part of the
national park system, adminlstered by the Nationel Park Service."

In his crticle, Nadel cited Rock Creek Park, the Chesapesalke and Ohio
Canal, tnd Theodore Roossevelt Island, the Tildlife lanagement Institutoe rerorts.
He wrote, "They are the eduiration end the concern of our citlzens the country
over, for whom they have a special mesning; world tourists and temporary
reside::ts ldentify them with the quallty of our democracy. But now an
eruption is threatened that would destroy their essential meaning to every
citizen and world visitor."
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Of Rock Creek Park he wrote: "The road builders, ever econony
minded, heve cast a greedy eye on this emerald jewel. They propose to cut an
expressway through Roclf Creek Park, apparently under the theory that one enters
the pork in sebsence of mind and must depart through it in celerity."

The Chesapecke and Ohlo Canal 1s sluted for destruction, Nadel re-
parts, becsuse there is a plan “to replace the canel with a highway, emascu-
leting 1t of the values which exist by virtue of its associative elements,
Although plans were put on the drafting board long before the development of
modern speedways and traeffic lanes which now stretch everywhere from the cepital,
the road builders cannot resist dragging them out to fill In thelr erisscross
pattern of cluttering concrete.

"It is not that we would obstruct progress as represented by bullding,
But we cannot permit the builders to wreck our 4windling birthright, under
the plousible but false ruise of economy, when practical =zlternatives oxist
which ere available to them.

"The threats to the netural sreas In ond around the capital must not
be shrugged off. They cre symptomatic of the threats to our entire national
park system. And precisely because, in the national capital, they are symbolic
of our democratic culture, theV must not be assailed. The issue is a national
one,."

("ildlife i'magement Institute, Washington, D.C.)
-==000---

REVIEW
SONGBIRDS IN YCUR GARDEN, Ly John K. Terres

274 pages. Illusirated with many thunbnail sketches., Fublished
by Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 432 rourth Avenue, iew York 16,
New York, 1953, Price 335.95.

This is a very complete "how-to" book on attracting sonrbirds. One
need not have an expensive layout to do this, the author writes, because birds
can be attracted to even the nost simple surroundings, whether in town or
country, if their basic requirements are provided. These recuirements, ond
how they may be supplied, are chosen for nresentation in SONGBIRDS Il YOUR
GARDIN from preactices that have been found setisfactory over meny years of trial.

The author discusses bird houses and feedins stetions, »nd explains how
they should be mede, glving meny plans end diagrams. Designs ere provided for
different kinds of houses and propcr dimensions. Terres also hes included an
exoellent description of bird baths and water fountains.

In 2 useful appendix are presented charts showing the effects upon
birds of different seasons; plants and their rating es bird foods; a list of
birds that have fed from *he hend; lists of bird foods and dealers: house sizes
for different spvocies; garden flowers that attract hummingbirds; and many other
sub jects of interest,

(Review from Qutdoors lNews Bulletin, of the /ildlife Management Institute,
Washington, D.C.)
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THE WASHINGTON REGION

By Jemes W. Eike and Robert J. Watson

That part of Virginia lying across the Potomac from the nation's
cepital, referred to as the "Washington region", is not an area with clearly
defined naturel boundaries. On the north and east, of course, it is set oif
sharply by the Potoma¢ River, but there are no such convenient limits to the
west and south. In speekinzg of the "Tashington region", therefore, it is
necessary ot the outset to draw arbitrary limits for the territory to be con-
sidered. The ususl practice in such cases 1s to follow the nearest county
boundaries. In this case, hewever, we have Tound it more convenient, for our
purposes, to ignore county lines, and to consider the western end southern
boundaries of our area as beins formed by the clrcumference of a circle with
a radius of thirty miles (airline distence) from the center of Washington.
The "Weshington region", then, will here be defined as consisting of all the
territory on the Virginia side of the Potomac lying within thirty miles of the
capltal.

The area thus circumscribed extends neerly to Leesburs, in the north-
west; to Gainesville, in the west; and, in the south, to Quantico, on the
banks of the Potomac. Included vd thin these limits are two entire counties,
Falrfax apnd Arlinzton (the latter actuslly a densely popul~ted wmetropoliten
area); perts of Prince Williem and Loudon Counties; the cities of Alexezndria
end Falls Church; the Fort Belvolr military reservation; asnd the Prince
William Forest Pcrk.

This region is one of the most highly urbsnized in Virginia. Populea-
tion has grown rapidly in recent years, reflecting the expansion of the
Federal Government during the last two decedes. Population estinztes for 1954
show some 234,000 people in the two counties of Arlington end Fairfax, with an
additional 69,000 in Alexsndria and Fails Church. Naturally, the closer one
epproaches washington, the denser the populstion end the mores rapid the rate
of srowth. This process has inevitably resulted in wvholesale destruction of
native habitat =ithin and adjacent to the urban regions. Aresm vhich were
rural two decades a-o are now thriving commercisl centers or housing develop-
ments. Owing to shortsightedness of city officials and aprthy of the general
pudblic, no provision hes been made to maintain an adequate system of parks
within the cities; many spots which would have been well suited for rectention
as parks have bsen allowed to fall before the bulidozer.

It would be erronsous, however, to depict the entire region as
exclusively urben. The zone of heaviest population extends to svout ten miles
from "ashington. Outside of this limit, one finds himself once again in the
femilisr landscepe of Piedmont Virginia: a pleasant scene of small farms,
larze and prosperous estates, lazily windings streams, and, in placng, fairly
extensive stretches of woods. The Army Map Service sheet for the vWashington
vicinity, dated 1947, indicates that, as of that date, chout fifty per cent
of the region here treated was wooded, elthough the percentage rould be some-
what smeller today. The largest stretches of woodlands are to be found along
the lower Potamac, between Alexandria and Cuantico.
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The region lies within the "Big Bend" of the Potomac River, which
flows southeastward as far as Washington, then turns almost due south. The
fall line is marked by the picturesque Great Fells of the Potomac, some ten
niles above the Washfngton city limits, where the river cuts throuzh e rocky
zorge to enter the Coastel Plain. Most of the ﬁand lies between 100 and 300
Teet above sea level; the extremss range from 518 feet a¢ Tyson's Corner, in
Tairfax County near Arlington, to less than ten feet along the lower Potomac.

Aside frowm the river, there are no large bodies of water within the area.

Because of its proximity to :/ashington, this region has been quite
thoroughly worked by ornitholosgists. Yrom one point of view, this fact has
been somewhat of a mixed blessing, for most of the work has been done by
ornithologists living in Washington, and hence there has been a tendency to
regard the repion, ornitholorically speakings, as a sort of appendage to the
District of Columbla. However, thenks to the intensity with which field work
has been carried on here, & number of interesting records have been complled
from this part of the state. The rnost recent of these was the discovery of a
Bachman's Warbler et Lebanon, just below Fort Belvoir, in the szring of 1954
by a group $rom the District of Columbia Audubon Society. This discovery
attracted neationwide attention in the press. VSO members who sttended the
1953 mesting at Arlington will recall seein;: the "illow Thrusgh displeyed by
Mrs. Elizabeth D. Peacock, of Pine Ridge, Fairfax Courty; this bird, the first
of its subspecies recorded from Virginla, was ceucht by Mrs. Peacock in one
of her bvanding traps. Another bird bander in this region, Ir. Arthur . Fast,
of Arlington, recently edded the Cassiar Slete-colored Junco to the Virginis
list. Other unigue or interesting records from this repion, listed in lurray's
CBECKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF VIRGINIA, eare the followins: the first Virginia
record (end one of only two) for the Anhingze at Roach's Run in 1936; the first
Virginla record for the Zvening Grosbeak, Alexandria, 1940; "about a dozen"
records for ths Northern Great Gray Shrike; and of older vintege, nineteenth
century records for such rareties as the "hite Pslicen, the Ruff, snd the
Parasitic Jasger.

Congldering its small size, this rerion is endowed with & fairly
large variety of habitat. i‘oving westward from the shrubbery and gardens of
the urban residential districts, one enters territory fairly tvpical of the
northern Virginie Piedmont, @ 1lond of rolliung hills, characterized by ferms
used primarily for grazing and stock-raisin-;. Hers the woods are of the
familiar mixed herdwood type, consisting primarily of oak, hickory, maple,
yellow poplar, and the like, with a considerable smount of pine. Abandoned
ficlds of broomsedge, growing up in black locust, Virsinia pine, and red
ceder, may be found here and there. Toward the east, approaching the Potvomac,
the country becomes flatter, and the stretches of woodland apprecizbly lerger
in extent; while the rank grovth of the broad creclk bottoms elon: the lower
Potomec, together with the abundcnce of such trees &s the red rum, proclaim
the Influence of the Goasstal Plain. A4lonr the banks of the Potomac, mudflats
and marshes are to be found in spobs, and the river itself Turnishes edditiona
hebitat for weterbirds.

The bird life of the region reflects its locatlon. So far as land
birds are concerned, the breeding avifauna is, Sor the most pert, typically
Carolinien. The Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher, the Tufted Titmousa, the Acadian
Flycatcher, and the Kentucky “arbler in the woods; the ¥Ybllow-breasted Chat,
the Catbird, end the Tewhee in more open brushy ereas; the Mockingbird, the
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Cardinal, #hd the Caroline Wren in suburban regions; the Redstart, the Yellow
“arbler, end the Parula Warbler along wooded streams and waterways =- these

are typical of this region, and of the Virginie Piedmont in general. The oc-
ourrence of the Prothonotary Warbler aleng the lower FPotomec may be taken es
eyidence of Lower Austral influences in the extreme scutheastern part of the
region. The contizulty of the area to the Potomac enriches the avifauna with

e conalderable variety of waterbirds. To the dbundanoce of ducks, loons, rebes,
mer_ansers, and gulls which winter elonz the river, one may add terns end
shorebirds during the spring and fall migrations, and herons in the late summer
and early easutumn,

Because this territory is small in alze and is traversed by many
excellent roads, its many spots suitable for birdfinding are located roasonably
close together and are easlly accessible by car. The Potomac itself furnishes
a good exauple of this observation; & Tirst-class road (Mount Vernon Memorial
Highvay) borders the river all the way from Washincton to Mount Vernon. At
the upper end of this highway, a short distance downsgtream from the bridge
which carries Route 1 across the river, is the Roaches Run “ildlife Sanctuary,
a emall legoon lying between the highway snd the railroad. Large numbers
of ducks winter here and become quite tame, affording an unusuval opportunity
to observe them at extremely cleose range. Just south of the city of Alexandria,
the Memorial Hichway crosses Hunting Creek, a broad, sluggish body of water
which empties into the Potomac. ixtensive mudflats, much frequented by
ghoreblrds in migration, are exposed at low tide alonz the edges of this creck;
these mudTlats cen, however, be observed better from Route 1, which crosges
the creek about a helf mile west of Memorial Highway. All slones the river
below Hunting Creek, llemorial Highway runs quite close to the water, and there
are numerous parkin:, places where one c¢an stop and search the river for water-
birds, or explore the woods on the landward side. One of the most convenient
of these pleces is the Belle Haven picnic arega, about a mile south of Hunting
Creek, a wide, grassy spot vhich affords an excellent view of the river.

Just below the picnic area, on the grounds of the Belle Haven Boat Club, is

a fairly large mersh, wvhere the sonc of the Long-billed Marsh VWren c¢czn be
heard during the nesting season. Another spot, worth mentioning is the Dyke
parkin; area, located near snother mersh, where the Prothonotary Warbler has
been found dreeding. Along the entire length of the river, one may look for
dueks, crebes, loons, gulls, terns, or herons, depsnding on the season, while
the Beld Fagle occurs alonz the river throughout the year.

Conveniently located, though small in area, are the two parks in
Arlington, Glen Carlyn and Lubber Run, located adjscent to one another along
Route 50, sbout two miles east of Fort Buffalo {Seven Corners). 3ach of
these parks conslsts of a narrow, wooded stresm valley, hemmed in on each
side by residential areas; their combined lengths total slichtly more than
a mlles. Like meny city perks, these keve recently suffered from en ill-advised
program ol cuttin; and clearing of the understory; however, thasy provide the
best opportunity within the Arlington area for the observation of nesting and
migrating land birds. Noteworthy here are the occurrence of the Broad-winged
Hawk as a nesting specles, and the regular occurrence of the Golden-winged and
Blue-winged Warblers in apring.

About three miles west of Glen Carlyn Park, just off Route 50, is
Fine Ridge, & newly developed residential district. wxamples of several kinds
of hebitat may be found here, concentrated within a smal) are=z. Pine Ridge is
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located on a low hill just sbove Accotink Creek. The slope of the hill,
opposite the residentisl area, is heavily wooded, with overgrown clearings which
produce an edge effect and thus give the area an unusually large nesting popula-
tion« At the foot of the hill, Accotink Creek flows slurgishly through a

broad belt of damp, well-wooded bottomland. The open pastures and farnlands

of .illowmere Farm, with the adjoining Berniser property, located about a

pile north of Pine Ridge just beyond Lee Highway {Route 29-211), offer an
example of another type of hebitat. VSO members may recail findin~ the Short-
billed Sedge wwren here on the 1953 field trip.

lMention has already been made of "Lebanon", where the Bachman's
WJarbler was recently found, butthls famous showplsce cannot be passed over
without further description. Lebanon is the estate ol Dr. Paul 3artsch,
curator emeritus of the National Luseuwm. It is loceted on the Gunston Hall
road, just off Route 1 between Fomt Belvoir and Voodbridge, overlookin:s: the
small bay where Pohick Creek flows into the Potomac. The entire estate,
some 450 acres in extent, 1s maintained by Dr. Bartsch as a wildlife sanctuarye.
in excellent description of Lebaron has been given by Dr. Irston R. Barnes in
an article in the Atlantic Naturalist for Jenuary-February, 1954. According
to Dr. Barnes, no less than 205 species of birds have besn recorded from
Lebanon; emong these may be mentioned the Prothonotary Warblar, vhich nests
here, end the occurrence ol such erratic rareties as the ihite-winged Crossbill
and the Godlden “ac~les 1In addition to its variety o.' bird lii'e, Lebanon is
also famous for the wildflower garden maintained by Dr. Bartsch.

Along the lower Potomac, just north of Quantico, is Prince William
Forest Park, & tract of some 11,000 acres of hardwood forest, maintained by
the iTatlionsel Capitel Farks. This park provides a typical and readily
accessible example of the extensive strotches of woodlands to be found in this
part of the region. It has slready been described in a recent article
("The Summer Birds of Prince Williem Porest Park", Jsmes Baird, THE RAVEN,
September-October, 1952), which gives some information on the breeding bifds
found here. Thre Red-talled and Broamdwinged Hawks, the Great Horned and
Barred Owls, and, in & few plsces, the Summer Tanager, are amons the birds
which breed in this part of the Washington region.

-=- Falls Church, Virginia, and
Arlington, Virginia

-==000-~~

THE POTOMAC VALLEY CONS=RVATION AND R.CREATION COUT'CIL

By Robert J. Watson

The increasinc populerity of outdoor recreation among Americans in
recent years is a fact too well known to require commert. Iliith the gvowth of
opportunities for leisure, more and more people, seeking relaxation and relief
frow: the pressures of modern living, turn to such activities as hunting,
fishing, hiking, bird study, and the like. Under these cémditions, our remein-
ing wilderness areas and scenic spots assume & constantly increasing value.
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Yet the number of such sreas within easy reech of large nurbers of people
grows constantly smaller. Steady growth in population, increasins tendency
toward urbenization, end an expansion in automobile traffic far out of pro-
portion to the rate of population growth - all these put a hi-h premium on
undeveloped land aress wlthin end adjacent to wmetropolitan areas, as the need
for homes, commercial centers, hichweys, and the like becomes ever gresters.
So powerful are tho economie forces involved 'in this process that other
conaiderations are too often foroed aside. Those who seek to call attention
to the need for preserving facilities for outdoor recreation have trouble
makine theilr voloes heard., City plemners and highway engineers, given & job
to do, herassed by the relative enormity of their own difficulties, can
hardly be blamed too muich if they are indifferent to the conservetionzl and
recreational problams raised by urban growth, or if they tend to feel that
these problems can be solved by planting s shrub or two along newly constructed
highways and erecting a few picnic benches on some forlorm grassplot sgueezed
in beside a new shopping center,

Probably nowhere are thése problems more acute than in the resion
of ashington, D.C. The normal populeation growth of this city has been
enormously increased by the expecnsion of the activities of the Tederal govern-
ment in the last twenty years. Areas which were rural two decedes ago now
ere bustling centers of commorce. Year by year, es tiis process r0es on,
it becomes more difficult to maintain eny areas suiteble for the enjoymsnt
of outdoor activities.

It was in enswer to this problem that there was formed, in the
early part of 1953, en organization known as the Potomac Vcolley Conservation
and Recreation Council, Realizing the necessity of taking some actlon before
it was too lste, a group of conservationists decided to form cn orsanization
which would bring bYogether those interested in the problem snd enable them to
gpeek with & united voice in support of conservation. Through such an
organization, it wes hoped, the alarming threats to the scenic beauty of the
Potomac Vallesy could be pointed out, end public opinion mi~ht be rallied to
save some areas threatened by the growing need for buildinss and hirhways.

The guiding light in organizing this group was Dr.Irston R. Barnes,
of the Distriet of Colunbia ‘Ludubon Society. A number of other interested
orgenizations] such as the Izask lYialton League, the National Parks Associa-
tion, the Garden Clubs of Virginia, and others, sgreed to supvort tie new
Couneil end to name representatives to serve on it. It was realized that the
Virginia Society of Ormbthology, as an organizetion concerned wit. all aspects
of conservetion throughout the state, had an interest in the matter, and
hence the Soclaty was invited to name a representative. The writer was
appointed the Soclety's representative. Later Mr. James W. Eiks, of Falls
Church, was named alternate.

For various reasons, the Council was slow in gettin~ or-anized, but
meetings began in the spring of 1954. Attention was at once directed to
several recent developments involving threats to various natursl spots within
the city of Washington and in the adjacent parts of Meryland and Virginia,
Commi ttees were appointed by the Council to study these thrests and to being
to the attention of member organizations the facts in sach case, so that they
mi; ht take whatever action was necessary to meke their voices heard. Although
most of ‘these problems involve arees outside Virginia, they are of interest
to Virginiens for three reasons: First, becesuse Virginie has an interest in
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the Potomec River, which forms its northern boundary; second, becsnse every
citizen has a legitimete concern with the proper development of the capital of
his country; end third, because the issues ‘involwed ere typical of what 1s
takin- place throughout the country, end may set prsecedents which should
concern everyone who 1s interested in conservation.

Most of thes® tureats involve the constructlion of highweys. One of
the most widely publicized has been the proposal for a superhighway running
nesiward along the route of the historic Chesapeake and Ohio Cenal, a now-
abandoned waterway which parellels the Potomse on the Morylend side as far
west as Cumberlend, harylend. This canal is noteworthy not only for its
picturesqueness and scenic beauty, but also because of its higtoric value
as a nearly unioue éxample of the great era of canal=bullding in tho early
nineteenth century. For these reasons, the Federal government, soms years
ago, purchased the right-of-way of the Canal, vith the avowed intention of
developing it into a national park. Unfortunately, nothing hes been done to
develop it properly. 1t is now proposed to obliterate the Canel by using
it es the bed for a new superhl-hway, thus destroying a recion of irreplaceeble
valuyes for the sake of another road =which, 17 actually needed, could essily
be built along any of & number of other routes., Nominally, only & part of
the Canal is to be so used at the present, bub sponsors of the plen make no
bones of the fact that they expect eventually to extend the road all the way
betweecn Tashington and Cumberland. The National Park Service itsclf is among
those supporting the plan.

hat the outcome will be is not yet clear. Hearings were held at
the Department of the Interior on May 28, at which interested parties were
invited to submit testimony. The Potomac Valley Council alerted all its
mowher organizations, many of vhich sent representatives to testify or to
submit prepared statements. 4lthoush the Canal is on the iaryland side of
the river, the VSO representatives on the Council felt that the Society had a
lpgitimete interest in trying to reserve this nationel monument and in
attenpting to defeat the ominous preceéedent invelved in genctionine this pro-
posed invasion of the National Perk gystem. They therefore prepared and
submitted a statement in which they attempted to mske plain the interests of
the Society in the matter and urged the selection of an clternate hirshway
plen so a@s to preserve the Canzl. Hoiw much effect such steps have 1s, of
course, doubtfuls But it is at leest possible that similar action by a
sufficiently large number of orgenizations might mske some impression on those
conoerned.

Two other proposals involve threats to two of the parks within
Washington: ERock Creek Pork, the largest and best known perk, and a smallsr
rark, known as Glover=-irchbold Park, in the Georgetown recion of the city.
Both of these parks consist of narrow, heavily wooded stream valleys, relatively
unsgpoiled. Few cities anywhere near the size of Washington can boast of such
natural ereas within thelr borders. It is now proposed to utilize the upper
portion of Rock Creek Fark for an arterial east-mest highway, and to
obliterate Glover-Archbold Park entirely by constructing a similer road along
its entire length. Thosec sponsoring these plans have adopted what might be
termed a semantic attack on the prodblem, by roeferring to the proposed highways
as "parkways". ‘hat, it is er ued, could be nore aporopriste use for a "park"
than to buldd a "parkway" throurh 1t? This preposterous verbal quibble has
already been upheld by the courts in a suit brouzht to block the construction
of the Rock Creek highway.
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It shoudd be pointed out that the need for additional hizhway facilities
within Washington esnd on its outskirts; ls not gquestioned. Anyone vho has had oc-
casion to drive in this vicinity will asree. The object of conservationists
is simply to ensure that the highways will be planned ao as to avoid destroy-
ines these parks. In every case, alternative plens have been prepasred, together
mith the necessary justiflcations from the engineering viewpoint.

Some other threats involves the interests of Virginia more directly.
One of these concerns the aresa known as Dyke Marsh, en extensive merkh erea
slong the Potomac on the Virginia side, & few miles south of Alexandria. This
region is described as the last of the once-extensive Potomac mershes now
remaining in the #Washington vicinity. It is now to be dredred for gravel by
the commercial company which owns it. VSO members who atiended the 1953
meating in Arlington will recall the talk given by Dr. Barnes, in which he
desoribed his efforts to preserve this marsh by persuading the Federal rovern-
ment to take 1t over for a wildlife refuge. Dr. Barnes magde it clear that
the company had gone to extraordinery lengths in cooperating with his attempts,
only to be blocked by administrative red tape. The compeny cannot be blamed
for fesling that they have walited long enough. Apparently, therefors, it is
too late to save Dyke lMarsh.

One other threat hes apparently had a bhappier endins, for the mom:nt
at least. Lyin; 1in the Potomac River, between two of the hesvily-trevelled
bridges which csrry traffic between Washington and Virginias, is Roosevelt
Island, & 96=zore tract of woodland presented to tho Federal government in 1933
by the Roosevelt Memorial .ssocietion, in memory of Theodare Toosevelt, The
island is administered by the Netional Psrk Service, which plans to allow it
to develop undisturbed as a natural bioclopicel commnity. Access to the
island is only by boat. In accepting the islend, the goverriuent asreed that
any plens for developinz it must be approved by the Roossevelt Memorial
Asgociation. The earle eye of the highway engineer, surverins the need {vhich
certainly cennot be denied) for additional bridges across the Fotomac, 1it
upon this perticular stretch of the river. A4 plri was drawn for « bridee
which would skim the island at treetop level. Since the Lssociation protested
vigorouvsly, it mas obvious that adoption of this plan would involve a crudely
Tlagrant breach of faith by the government. The final plan, approved by
Congress at its last session, provides for a bridge —hich will bypass the island.

The District of Columbia Audubon Society, which has been in the
forefront of the conservation fight in Washington, recently devoted two issues
of its journal, the Atlantic Neturelist, to the theme "washinston - City 4n
the Woods". /frticles published in these issues stressed the rood Tortune of
Jashington in possessing an vnusually large number of parks, or areas suitable
for parks, and pointed out that this priceless asset would be lost if proposed
plans for hirhwey development were approved. Of particilar interest to
Virpinians was the map which was printed compering the number of parks, existing
or planned, in the Alexandriz-Arlington rezion, with those to ba found in en
equal area of London. This map unfortunatdly made it abundantly clear that
the citizens of %ashington's Virginia suburbs have been sadly indifferent to
the needs and opportunities for park development. /e are accustomed to think
of the countries of Murope as teeming with a dense populetion crampsed into
& marrow space, in contrest with the vest open spaces of our more recently
settled country. Yet this inglish metropolis, thanks to the wisdom end fors-
sisht of 1ts citlzens, is blessed with a wealth of parks which puts to shame
the cities of Alexendria and Arlington, even thourh large parts of these
citles were completely unsettled less then twenty years ag0.
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These are some of the problems faced by the Potomac Valley Council
in its efforts to meke the voice of conservztion heard sbove the strident hub-
bub of the city. At present the Council, though still 1n a formative stace,
is continuing its efforts on these and other problems. It should bs erphasized
that the Council has no power to bind the msmber orgenizations; it merely pro-
vides the latter with a clearinghouse of information, and with a channel
through vhich thelr representatives may consult with others and meke plens fTor
action., As the VS0 representetive on the Council, the writer mill continue
to try to represent the interests of the Society in cll matters in which the
Society may have an interest. The oBject, of course, is not to display &
blind and stubborn hostility to essential improvements; rather 1t is to mseke
it clear that there are other important considerations besides those of 1lum-
mediete practical convenlence, and to urge reasonable compromlsss which will
mdce 1t possible to provide these improvements and still retein ¢ few natural
areas to preserve the recreational values increasingly needed today. The
writer would be glad to hear from members of the Society who wish to express
their views in the matter, or who desire furthur informetion on any of these
sub jects., Also, of course, any who are interested wight 'assist by writing
their Congressmen or Senators to express their views on particuler proposals,

-- 3228 Fifth Street
Arlington, Virginia

===000-==

DISTRICT O COLUMBIA AUDUBON TRIP TO THE EASTERN SHORL

By C. C, Steirly

The Ristrict of Columbia ‘udubon Society field trip to '“achavrez-ue
and Chincoteague, Virginia, on August 20 to 22 was attended by several VSO
members, indluding the writer, who went along to observe the trip plans of
that orsenization as well as to enjoy the fellowship of kindred spirits.

This organization offers a great number of trips and events of intersst to the
naturalist throughout the year end included in its offerings are seversl two-

and-one-quarter day trips to different points of ornitholosicel interest that

are quite distant from i‘ashington.

The tripe are announced in the Society's excellent org-n, The
Atlantic Naturalist. For each trip a definite reservation date is set and
persons desiring to attend the trip must make & reservation by that dste —1th
the trip committee. As the time of the trips approaches tlec comuittec meils
out cards to those who have made reservetions edvising them as to where to
make hotel resservotions. In this instance the writer was advised to meke
reservetions at Whispering Pines and to meet the membera there on the night of
August 20, In this way the trip committee as well as the trip leader know
how meny persons to &xpect - very important knowled-e where boat trip
arrangensnts are to be mede.

On the nicht of August 30 everyone was told to be up by 5:30 Alle the
following morning and to meet at Wachapreague in time to take a boat at 7:00 A.M.
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Upon arriving at Wachepresgue at the appcinted hour followine a hearty breekfast
the group of 23 assembled on the dock end had to put up with a consideradble
delay as the boat intended for the party had developed engine trouble. The

time was not wasted for it was low tide and there were meny things to be seen,
Acroas the cireek there were several clapper rails., Immediately below the dock
two or three laughing gulls fought over a bit of fish offal. FKrom tlme to

t+ime herons of various species flew by and a few Hudsonien curlews were seen,

At last the boat was ready and everyone climbed aboard for an all
dey trip to Paramore and Cedsr Yslands. The route to Peramore led out
through miles of salt marsh ii which were seen green herons; American egreis,
snowy egrets, Loulsiana herons, great blue herons, dowitchers, willets,
Hudsonian Curlews, semi-palmated plover and boat-tailed greckles. Overhead
passed occasional black skimmers, leughing gulls, coruon, least and royal terns.
On one marshy flat just before reaching Paremore Island several oystercatchers
were seen.

The boat landed at the Paramore Coast Guard Station dock snd the
le sder- informed the group that the boat 'ould leave at 1:00 p.m. for Cedar
Island. This mede it possible for smell groups to disperse end explore the
hablitats in which they were most interested, which included open besach and
dunes, salt marsh, law woods (pine, cedar and scrub osak) and brushy aress
dominated by the wax myrtle end groundsel. The lesser yellowlegs, black tern,
ruddy turnstone and senderling were added to the list here. Iunches were eaten
near the Coast Guard Station, a&s thet was the only source for drinking water.

At the appointed hour the boat took the group over to Cedar Island
which has a mapgnificent, unspoiled beach and the usuasl salt wmersh on the tang-
ward side. Here everyone had an excellent opportunity to see a lone brant at
close range. On the open beach four oyster-crtchers paraded around in perfect
¢¥lew. Four o'clock camé entirely too soon and the group once again bosrded
the boat and headed for lachapreagus.

In nearby Onancock the group of 23 were seated eround e huge table
and psrtook of a really outstending dinner. Ths fellowship around the festive
table was equelly em enjoyasble as the meael. Plans wers announced for the
following morning.

After an early breakfast the sroup iravelled somevhmt independently
to the Chincoteacue Marshes snd there sh® remainder of the trip became a
matter of small independent group obsecrvriions of the marsh bird life. It
tekes an enthusiast several hours to necotiste the few miles of causeway that
oross the marsh. Through rare foresicht in plennine, the builders of this
couseway ellowed ample parkins space on the shoulders of the road. Here, in
the marshes, were seen clapper rails, short-billed marsh wrens, yellowlegs,
curlews, ospreys, most of the herons, with the snowy egret being the most
abundent, the various terns, boat-tailed grackles 2nd cormorants. A stilt
- sandpiper was seen by one party. One exeellent sand bar weas wetched, through &
telescope, until it melted before the incoming tide. It contained biack-
bellied plover, semipslmated plover, yellowlegs, terns {royal, black, common,
Forster’s and least), ruddy turnstones, western sandpipers, semipslmated sand-
pipers, dowitchers and black skimmers. As the waters of the incoming tide
finally submerged the bar the last bilrds to leave were the thirty or more
black-bellied plovers. It was time & so for the party to move on, leaving the
area as reluctantly as did the plover.
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This was a most pleasant trip, the chief adventage of it dbeing the
two days efield which mede 1t more justifiable to those who had to édrive e
considerable distance. The two eveninge of fellowship also tended to increase
the enjoyment. On the first there was the anticipestion of the birds and areas
to be seen on the morrow and on the second there was the joy of discussing the
day's findings and comparing them with the findings of past trips.

-~ Waverly, Virginie
~=<000~=~

IMATURE COUNSELLING

"By D: Ralph Hostetter

Nature counselling 1s both & Sclence and en Art. It is a Sclence, in
that ons is deasling with all sreas an: phases of Nature in 211 1ts aspects;
thus one must have a knowledge of Nature, thils is Science. The Art comes into
the picture when we are teaching c¢hildren, trving to stimulste e wholesome
interest in Nature, an eppreciation of Nature as God's creation, and in all the
various sxpresslions of Neture se: the handiwork of God and hear the volces
throtgh which God spesks to us. To do this successfully is en Art, an Art in
Nature instructiom.

VMrs. Hostetter and I had the opportunity during the past summer to
express ourselves in nature lore. We were servin: as staff members at the
Rocky “ountain Mennonite Cemp, Divide, Colorsdo. This camp is situated in
Pike National Forest, =t an elevation of 9,300 feet, within the shadow o7
Pikes Pesk. I was serving as Neture Counsellor. Interpreted this meuns that
the person who bsars this title is expected to identlfy sll neture specimens
and to angwer all guestions pertaining to any rock or mineral, merrial and
bird, tree and wild flower. This presents a most stimulating end inspiring
challenge. Zach week brought to the camp a new crop of campers rarghng in oge
from nine years {the youngest group) to sixty pius {the oldest group, which is
composed of parents and grandparents, durins what is known as Family ‘lesk).

There were three class periods during the morning; the afternoons
were devoted to verlous forms of recreation s~nd to kiking. Besides teaching
geveral periods I hed charge of the hikirn; program which was very strongly
emphasized. Hikes ranged in lenath from several hours to elght or mors hours,
the latter including a midday pecked lunch. For the older cempers the hikes
extended to on elevation of 12,500 feet. These strenuous hikes were not teken
with the younger campers.

It was my privilese to climb to the top of Lon. 's Pesk in Rocky
Mountain Netionel Park, elevation 14,255 feet. The distance is elght miles
each way. This 1s @ strenuous hike; and is to be recommended to every hiking
member of the V.S5.0.
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Mrs. Hostetter and I also enjoyed a hike to the top of Pikes Peak,
distance from camp to top is sixteen miles. This 1s an easier hike than the
one to the top of Long's Peak. These hikes bring the Nature Counseldr into
contact with many forms of life, sub-alpine and alpine.

The cemp was located emong the bngelmann Spruce and Trembling Aspen,
with a gprinkling of Limber Pine, Bristle-cone Pine and Douglas Fir. The
corron sub-alpine flowers included the GColoredo Blue Colurbine, White Marsh
liarigold, Little lephant, Bistort, Dasyphora, Gilia, Twin Flower, Bluebell,
\lyethia, Monkshood, Larkspur snd Steversia, In the alpine area, 12,000 feet
and ebove are such spscies as Alpine Pink, Alpine Saxifrage, Dryas, Rydbergia,
and Yellow Palntbrush.

The Western Tanager, Pine Siskin, Mountain Chikkedee, Red-shafted
Ilicker, Mountain Bluebird, Red-nsped Sppsucker, and Rocky lMountain Jay wers
familicr birds of the casmp. In the higher elevations we found the Southern
hite-tailed Ptarmigan, American Pipit, end Rosy Finchy Among the mammals
the Spruce and Golden-mantled Squirrels, Least and Colorado Chipmunks,
Porkupine and Beaver were the most common. The Pika was always heerd and seen
above timberline. Mule Deer end Flk were occasionally seen,

Nature counselling is both e Scisnce and an Art. I enjoy it very
much, especially in the Rockies. It provides a good tonic for every one &nd
is so different from the formal ¢less-room {nstruction. We need more nature
counsellorsj are there not any in the ranks of the V,.S.0.?

-- Harrisonburg, Virginia
===000-~~

A PELAGIC BIRD TRIP

By C, C, Steirly

On September 25 a slightly different type of bird trip was undertaken
by F.R. Scott, Psaul Sykes, Frank Richardson, J.E, Ames, Jim <ike, Ray Stevens,
John Kundt, John Grey, C.J. iiddick, W.0. Lewis, W.P. Smith, M.%. Hacker,

M.Z. Hatheway angd C.C. Steirly.:

The purpose of the venture was to get into the open ocesn ten or
more wiles off shore and study the typical sea birds, or pelagic birds. At the
town of Oyster, on the castern 3hore, & deep sea fishing boat, the "Sook", was
chartered and the voyege began at 9:30 A,li, during a high tide which precluded
any concentration of birds on the mud flats and mershes along the route from
Oyster to Wreck Island. Along this leg of the Journey observations included
in addition to meny laughing, herring end ring-billed ~ulls, great blue heron
(8), green heron (1), snowy egret (4), black-bellied plover (3) end double-
cregted cormorant (28),
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As the boat &pproached the passage leading to the open ocean between
Cobd and Wreck Islands the shore of the latter island was hugged 1in order to
permit closer observaetion of its birdlife. On the shore there were s number of
horring fulls with one grest black-backed gull, & flock of eight sandorlings at
the water's edegc, and a lono duck hawk. Further up the islend & solitary marsh
hawk could beo secn slowly circling the marshy portion.

The open sea was soon reached and the waters beccme progressively
rouzher until at last ell that could be seen of the land was the Cobb Island
Coast Guerd Station. The sky was cerefully scanned for birdlife =3 hopes ran
hirsh for the might of petrols, sheczrweters cnd joegers. Three shore birds
passed overhesd. These were 1ldentified as pectoral szndpipers, everyone having
had an excellent view of them. A distant, derkish bird, upon reaching the boat
was written off as en immsture herring gull., An osprey hovered in the dlstance
and salled landward. As the boat mede steady into the scc threo white specks
abovo the wator in tho distance wers watehed with cagerncss until they metoricl-
1z0d into common tcrns. 4 Caspian torn followed in o momcnt by thrcc royrl
torn paszscd ovor thce he-ds of the obscrvers.

The boatman edvised that the craft was sbout ten miles off from the
islanda. The sea becamse choppier, while nowv end then = particularly larpe
wave, breaking over tho open boat, dronchod somc of tho perty. Thus far nothing
had bcon obsorved that couldn't havo bcon socon with much greatcr comfort on rn
cnchorod forry -t Littlce Crook.,

To the sudden shout of "there's a bird" everyone gathered on one side
of the boat end all were treated to en excellent view of a perasitic jasger in
the light phese. This for many was & life list itom., Breed, having bosn
brought from Oystor as a possiblo bird lurc, was tossod upon thc soa, Another
herring gull wes attractcd to this md was soon followod by & socond jrogor
whioh & gseppeared elmost as soon as it had partislly circled the boat. This ore
was believed to have been ths dark phase of the parasitic jaeger.

By this time, &s lunches were belng eaten and no birds were in sight,
memhers of the party, besan, one by one, to realizc that the boat wes bobbing
around like a cork, nnd ono by one thc obscyvers began to succumb to seasickress,
Enthusissm for ses birds, on the part of meny of the group, begrr to wane.

Mes t lunches were repacked in the knepsscks and gradually the bird guide books
began to be closed. Binoculars hung limply around seversl necks, One of the
most eager of tho observers slid down from his perch atop the boat's cabin.
Several of the group slumped over the benchos and probably would not havoe looked
up had & Csalifornia condor flown over. Many facoes woro quite pellid end

studied efforts wore boing wrdc to kocp from belng soasick,

A minority of the group, being indefatigible ornitholosists, were ell
Tor moving ever onward into the rough seas in guest of shearwater and petrels.
Consultations of the VSO Check-list indiceted several gaps 1n our knowledge
could be filled if only a few more miles of open sea could be covcred. The
co-lcadera of the trip obsorvod tho misory sbout them end dicided that tho
coursc of wisdom would bo to turn ebout and land on Cobb Islzad, guitehing es
1t worc from pclagic birding to the comparativoly milder study of shorcbirds.
Thc helmsman turnsd around just es a long wave crashed over the alde of the
boat unnoticed by some of the sufferers. With the prouw of the boat facing
Cobb Island, ell that the more intrepid observers could do was to epocul ete on
what might have beon scon further out, and ropcet to thomsclves, "sic trensit
gloria maro".
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On the landward side of Wreck Island a landing was affeoted after
geveral attempts end most of the party went ashore to observe the island bird
life, none of the group ever heving been on it at that time of the ycur. Somehow
appetites werc rovived eand lunchos that had bocn packed in enticipation of being
cuten 8t sca wore consumed in the colm waters in loc of Wrock Island,

An exploration of the upper end of Wreck Island revealed several
interesting things; more interesting perhaps in negetive results. No oyster-
catehers, willets or curlews could be found. A lone dblack skimmer brought back
momories of summer V80 trips to this place. A greet black-backed gull flaw
awcy &s the group landed. The duck hawk was observed again end a lone suowy
egret was flushed from the marshes. On the beach a few sanderlings and a
semipalmeted sandplper were seen., In the grassy portions of the island a number
of passerine birds were noted. These included seaside, savennsah and song
sparrows, a bobolink, two meadowlarks, five pslm warblers, a black-poll warbler,
shor t-billed marsh wren and two yellow-throats. A yellow-billed cuckoo was
seen by several obsServers.

On the return to Oyster semipelmated plover (3), pled-billed grebe (1)
gnd a flock of black skimmer (26) wero addcd to the list, in addition to gulls
and snowy cgrots.

In meking the Little Creek to Kiptopeke ferry run in the morning a
sparrow hawk Ilying southwerd and three dowitohers were the only noteworthy
observations in cddition to the herring gulls, ring-billed gulls, leughing gulls,
cormorants, royel terns ond Forster's torns,

-~ Waverly, Virginic
-=-=000-~~

EXPERIMENTS WITH TIN CANS AS BIRD HOUSES

By John V, Dennis

The 13ea of using tin cans as bird houses ceme with watching the
successful nesting of Crested Flycatchdrs in a tin mailbox near Melrose, Florida.
Despite the fact theat meil often filled the entrance and the tempersture inside
was at least 20 degrees hfigher than thet in the shade outside, the adults per-
sisted Iin their endeabor and succeeded in bringing off five young.

After witnessing this achievement, I decided we are apt to pemper
birds unnecesserily with our fancy wooden houses. Why could .not cavity nesting
birds accomodate themselves just as well to tin can houses, and thus save the
bird attractor considerable time end expense?

With this thought in mind, during the summer of 1950, I set about
erecting houses mads of one gallon paint cans on my farm near Leesburg, Virginia.
By burning I was able to remove most of the point remaining inside thc cans.,

The tin 1id I fastened in plece by tying it down with & wiro loopod through
holes drilled noar the top of the can. Lator I substitutod woodcn 1ids for tho
tin oncs., These were sturdier and improved the appearence of the house, Holes
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were drilled in the bottom of the can to ellow for drainage. After experiment-
ing with severasl colors, I settled upon green and new peint all my houscs this
color. Finally the house is neiled to an upright and this is usually nailed

to a fonoe posat,

The houses wers situcted, for the most part, along fence rows between
pestures or betveéen pastures cnd gerdens. Established along the fence rows are
red cedor, sassafras, ond other small trees. A few houses vers placed necr
bnrns or dwellings. These compete for occupents with conventional wooden bird
houses,

A five year rccord of usage is as follows:

1950 12 houses Numbor occupicd by House Wren +sei... 5
Number with dunmy Wron nests .esess 4
Number occupiod by Bluchirds savaes 2
1951 12 housos Numb er occupiod by Houso Wrth eessere 5
Nunb er oocupied by Blueblrd ceansee 2
1952 10 houses Number occupled by House Wren ,sssnes 4
Mumber occupied by Bluebird vesvens 2
Number occupied by English Sparrow .. 3
Nuuber occupied by Crested Flycotcher.. 1
1953 16 housges Murber cccupied by House Wren .eseses 5
Nurber occupled by dummy Wren nests.. 1
Number occupled by Bluebird ...ceces 8
Number occupiod by English Sparrow .. 3
1954 30 houscs Number occupied by Housc Wren eseunes 10
Numbor occupiod by dummy Wren nests. . 2

Numbexr oceupiocd by Blucbirad vees e )
Number occupied by English Sparrow .. (6]

My fizures on nesting success are incomplete. In 1950 and 1953 fairly
good coverage was obtained. A nest is considered successful iI' at least one
young 1s fledged. Xesting success for the House Wren in 1950 wes €7%; end in
1953 it was 100%. Nesting success for the Lastern Bluebird in 1950 was 100%;
in 1953 it was 33%. In no case wags wortality traced to high teniperature. In
two instances Bluebird nests were bro¢xen up by House Wrens., In one ilnstance
an adult Blueblird, evidently killed by a predator, was found dead outside =
house. An unususel caseo was that of an odult male Dluebird found dcad within a
house. Its taill feathers hod boccomo cntangled in nesting material and the
bird hed becn unablo to cxtricote itsclf, The young wore being succcessfully
carod for by the femsle. Blacksnakes are common in this region, but only one
nest, that of a House Viren, was muspected of having been robbed by this predator.
A house cat may have beun rospomsible for the loss of another Wren nest.

In 1953, when a mestlng success of 100% was rocorded for the Houss
Wren, thirty-ono nestlings werc bended., Tho larg:st number in any nost vias
sevon. It 1s to bo notcd that daxbling the number of housos in 1954 doublcd
tho numbor of nesting Wrera.
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Efforts were made sporadically to control the BEnglish Sparrow. However,
in 1954, with no interference, they succeeded in taking over 23% of the houses.
In a number of ceses they were found nesting in houses in which Bluebirds or
House Wrens had begun their nesting sctivities. It might bo mentioned in passing
that many nests of the English Sparrow were found to contaln frosh sprigs of
yvarrow (Achillea Millefolium), This weed 1s said to be an insect repcllent,

The houses were completely ipnored by the Common Starlins. This is a
common breeding blrd in the region. A palr always nests 1in my martin house.

One psir nested successfully in the metel ventilator at the top of the milk
hfuga where I recorded e temppreture of 107 degrees, Others nest in bcrns ond
8NGA8 .

In 1954 I hung half of my houses on the lower limbs of trees situated
in the open. For comparative study enother house was always placaed neoarby but
on & pole in the open, Intercstingly enough 8ll five Bluebird nests for the
season wero in tho hanging houscs. This wes just the opposite from what I
vould expect g most cuthoritics rccommend placing Bluobird houscs in thc opcn
and about five foot from the ground. {My honging houscs in ccdar, sasscofres,
pcach, oscgo orrnge, £pplo tnd m ple werc from five to scven foot from the ground).
O0f the ten wren nests, four were in hanging houses and six on housss placed on
poles in the open. TFour of the six English Sparrow nests were in henging houses.

My chief disappointment with the tin can bird house is in its lack of
sturdiness. A4ll too frequently storms have eithor blown the houses down or
hevo blown tho tops off. Rust previously gadc for a rethor hcavy yoerly loss,
but this mey now havc been ova comse by tho uso of an undcr-coeting of rust-
rcsistant paint. By using cavier vwiro to hold tho roof in placc I hope to
losscon the hazard of roofs blowing off. Another hezard, experienced for the
first time this year, is that of small boys with rocks or guns vho find the
houses an interesting target.

I know of two other experimenters who hevs used tin can houses with
success. Mr. Chandler S. Robbins, biologist at the Patuxent Research Refuge,
has used empty fruit julce cansgs as houses, He makes the entrance in the bottom
or top of the ecan cnd then places the house in a horizontal position on n post
or tree trunk. Mr. Clark Byers, who lives in the northeastern corner of Georgia ,
uses gallon paint cans as mertin houses. He suspends the houses, in the same
manner as gourds are made avallable for martins, from the cross-arm of a tall
pole.

Despite defects I think the tin can bird house is here to stay. They
are easy to make &nd can be quite attrectige In appearzrce. They are easily
opened for inspection. And they are readily taken by such birds as House Wrens,
Bluebirds snd Purple Martins. And what e feoling of sstisfaction to transform
an unsightly object into something of besuty end value!

-- Route 1, Box 376
Leesburg, Virginia
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1954 SUMMER FIELD TRIP

By C, C. Steirly

The annual summer fleld trip of the VSO was made this year to Pea
Island Refuge, below Oregon Inlet, North Caroline, on August 1l4. Twenty-four
members assembled that morning near Nags Head and travelled to Oregon Inlet Ferry.
From the ferry numbrous laughing gulls were obecrved elong with herring gulls,
ring-billed gulls, royal terns, common terns and black skimmers.

Upon landing on the Hetteras side the group was met by the Fish and
Wildlife Service truck that was to take us around the accessible parts of the
refuge., After a couple of stors to view & red-shouldered hawk thc party ar-
rived at tho main impoundmornt. Horo the group split up into two parties, the
larger of which strolled out on an extensive mud flat to view the hundreds of
shorebirds feeding there. The swmller group went around the impoundment in &
four wheel drivo truck and had the opportunity of observing not only tho shorc-
birds but tho sovoral hundrod gadwalls that havo boon brcoeding thcecro. Other
waterfowl present in the ponds included black ducks, blue-winged tesl, red-
breasted mergsnaers, o whistling swen and a Canada goose. Pied-billed grebes,
little blue horons, Loulsiznc horons cnd greon herons woro to be seen in mbundence.
By way of dlversion the smaller party observed numerous muskrats and an otter
at very close range.

At a second pond miny members of this perty scw cn ovocet which wes
feeding on on oxtonsive mud flat clong with ¢ number of horons. The black end
white pattern exhibited when it flew up lmmediately set 1t apart from the many
immature little blue herons with which it wes associated. A large colony of
black-crowned night herons wes put up from a long dense thicket of myrtle
(Myrica) along a canal, A hundred or more adults and young flew up and circled
the area, drawing attention from the millions of mosquitoes that were tormenting
the obaervers.

Among the birds observed by both parties were the feolloving: pied-
billed grebe, double-crested cormorant, lesser ysllowlegs, willet, pectoral
sandpiper, snowy egret, Louisilare hsron, black-crowned night heron, yellow-
crorned night heron, Canada goose, vhistling swan, black duck, blue-winged tesal,
gadvall, red-breasted merganser, bald eagle, marsh havk, clepper rzil, semi-
pelmated plover, ruddy turmstons, solitary sendpiper, western s:-.ndpiper, dowltcner,
marbled godwit, senderling, avocet, gull-billed tern, blegk tern, spotted send-
piper, barred owl, blue~-gray gnatcher, and cowbird.

-- Waverly, Virginie
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TRANSIENT WARBLERS ATTRACTED BY DISCARDED FARM PRODUCE

By F. R. Scott

About a mile south of Cape Charles, Northempton County, the writer
found on September 26, 1954, a smell clearing on the edge of a loblolly pine
crove, sbout 100 fewt from the Ghesapeske Bay beach where some 100 bushels
of tomatocs had becn dumped seoveral wesks before, as cvidenced by the many
bushel toskats and the mat of partially dricd tomato skins,

The pine grove around the clearing contained a very heavy under-
growth, offering excellent cover to the many birds attracted by the insect-
infosted tomato dump. This undergrowth was an almost impenetrable thicket
of small oeks, sweetgum, sumec, pokeberry, honeysuckle, poison ivy, :nd
ginilar vegetation.

Not 50 feet from this dump and also on tic¢ edge of the pine grove
was & rain pool in the middle of a farm road, The combination of this pool
and the tomato dump seemed en irresistable attraction to transient warblers,
and the writer spent a considerable period of time trying to estimate Fhe
birds present, as follows: Carolina Wron, 2; M@gnglia Wgrbé;rii;bﬁiicg—w v

ed_Blpec Yeybler, 2; ack=throated Grecn Warblor : Small- ed Water-
%n%ﬁ%ﬁ,dl; Bguggiana ﬁa%&ru%rush, I; §cflow%hroa%, }; ﬁooéod Werbler, 1;
Amecricen Redstart, Jl.

The habitat was certainly a typical for all of these birds with the
exception of the Carolina 'rens and the ellowthroat, and the presence of

such 2 mixed flock here was an excellent example of the lack of habitat
%r?ferences exhibited by many birds in migration. The Carolina Wrens and the
e

logthroat ncident yere the gpecies in the flock which might be
cns?deredas %reeg%nga%%yfhg area. ?gﬁgldpwork in this area during Juﬁe has

failed to indicaote the presence of Louisiana Weterthrushes, Hooded Warblers, or
Redstarts, probebly becemsc of the lack of suitablc habitat. Scc the writcr's
paper on thc Eastcrn Shorc, RAVEN 25: 70-77, 1954) Too littlc ficld work has
bocen donc in this arca in the £51) to oneble onc to comment on the abundancs

or rarity of any of thc spceics, but the presonce of the Magnolia Warbler socms
quitc intcreosting for a cosstal arca.

The flocking together of dififerent species of birds, perticularly
in the fall and winter, is alwsys an interesating subject of study. This flock
seemed especially interestin: becsuse of the absenco of Caroline Chickedees,
Tufted Titmice, or Brown-headed Nuthatches. Thc first two of thess almost
always eppear to be the nucleus of fall end winter woodland flocks., Thu
ebsence of Pine Warblcrs scemed somewhet odd also. The Carolina Wrone wo—c
probably not an active part of the Tflock, for thcy arc resident in the arca
and probably would not h.vo followod tho flock 1f it hed left that particulsr
pinc grovc.

~-- Richmond, Virginis
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NOTES FROM HIGHLAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA

By J. J. Murray

Mrs. Murray and the writer visited the western part of Highlend
County on June 28 and 29, 1%4. The afternoon of June 28 was spent on and
near Route 250 between Mont erey and the West Virginia line, with a visit to
Caudinesr Knob on the Cheat platesu in West Virginia at twilight to hear the
evening chorus of Hermit Thrushos. At Hightown, &t the watershed between tho
Jsmcs and Potomac River systems, we found the colony of Cliff Swallows smaller
but 8till active. There werc scovon frosh nosts and about thet meny psirs of
birds in thc air. The most intcrceting bird of the day was & Troo Swallow,
first pointca out by Mrs. Murrsy, which ves coursing over & pasturc along 6
rosd turning south from Routc 2950 end not far from tho West Virginls linc.
We got a glimpse of two other swallows at another ploce thot neg have bocn of
this speeies, but were just as likely Barn Swallo