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TEE HAVPTON ROADS BIRD CLUB

By Mrs., Walter Post Smith

- Our Hampton Roads Bird Club has enjoyed such wonderful growth that
suddenly we suffered the first growing pains. Jack Perkins called us and un-
invited us to the V.S.0. Back Bay Field Trip on December 6th. We had made

31 reservations and as those of you who were at Back Bay know we would have
crowded things. Jack gave us a cordial invitation and the most beautiful
Saturdey in December for our own Back Bay Trip on December 13th. Inmy Lou
Machen described it as a Kodachrome day. The Redheads on that blue water looked
like strips of russet velvet ribbons. It was a magnificent sight. The red,
white and blue of the Camvas backs, dotted among the Coots was color as I've
.never seen it. We were sorry to miss seeing the V.S.0. members but were
quite proud to have grown up enough to walk alone.

The interest in the orgsnization of Bird Club arose through a class
in Adult Education at Hampton High School - "Qut -of-Doors". It attracted
Scout Leaders, housewives and Army personnel. WMrs. Luther W. (Zmmy Lou)
Machen, our teacher, was contagiously enthusiastic about birds and well
qualified as a tecacher, having studied with Drs. Allen and Kellogg =t Cornell.
A concentration of interest in Birding =nd several successful ficld trips
that spring convinced us of a desire for a Bird Club.

Mr. Sydney (Mike) Mitehell, of Warwick, was a member of the class.
He really got the club started vhen he hzd @ "sign up" sheect in front of a
bird exhibit at a big threc day Scout Exposition. licn, women, and children
interested in belonging to a Bird Cludb werc invited to sign up. Mr. Mitchell
uscd this list and msiled out cards to them announcing the first meeting.
We orgenized on February 23, 1951, he was slected our first president. There
were 21 who attended our initial meeting.

The Adult Educotion Class has been held each year wearing nevw
feathers - "Fun with Birds". It has bcen a feeder for our membership. Wo
attribute growth and interest to the elass and the wonderful trips that the
V.3.0, offers both &t Cobb Island ond Back Bay. Dr. Hostettor eosks the views
of the Raven rcaders conccerning the number of visitors who attend our V.S.D.
trips. We consider the trips & definite stimulant for intcrest. We heve
an active membership of 34.

We have mectings the sccond Friday in each month. Our progroms
consist of movics, talks,hird records, gemes ond pienic suppers. We had a
spring weck-cnd at 2 Hunt Club on the Chickahominy that is still = convorsa-
tion plocc. We mnde 2 trip to Washington this foll. Our ficld trips are
bi-monthly. Our club stresscs thrt birding con be a frmily plecasurc. Ve
include our children in our lighter programs =nd week end trips.

Our club was represented in the Christmes Census at Chincoteagus and
Back Bay. Sunday, December 28th we held our lst Peninmula Census and were
very proud of our stout eight vho braved the rew 23° day and come home vith
a count of 70 species.

-~ Hampton, Virginia
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THE CASSIAR SLATE-COVERED JUNCO
AN ADDITION TO THE VIRGINIA LIST

By Arthur H. Fast

At our home banding station at 4924 Rock Spring Road, Arlington,
Virginia, we recently trapped and banded two individuals of the north-
western form of the Slate-colored Junco, knowm as the Cassiar Slate-colored
Junco, Junco hyemalis cismontonus Dwight. One was banded on December 13, 1952,
with band no. 2-35454, and the other on December 30, 1952, with band
no. 21-35489. On banding these birds we noticed an unusual amount of rusty
wash on the sides. When we showed the birds to Dr. John W. Aldrich and Mr.
Allen J. Duvall, they identified them as the above form. The normal breed-
ing range of this form is restricted to the Yukon and British Columbia
regions, with migration extending through the Rocky lountain region and
lower Qalifornia. This is a new bird for the Virginiz list.

-~ Arlington, Virginia

Editor's note: This form of the Slate-colored Junco was described by
Jonathan Dwight as long ago as 1918 (Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., June 1,1918),
but was not aceepted by the A.0.U. Committee on Classification and lomen-
clature until more recently (4uk, 62, 1945, p. 449). The discovery of this
bird in Virginia is a notable addition to our list. It is, further, a fine
example of the things that an alert bird bander may turn up.

TWOG NEW BIRDS FOR THE VIRGINIA LIST

By J.J. Murray

Cameron's Pond, a small body of water just north of Lexington,
has been through the years the source of many interesting bird records. Here,
in the course of some collecting during the past fall, I took two subspecies
not hitherto recorded in Virginia. The identifications were made by Dr.
Al exander etmore.

Newfoundland Yellow Warbler. Dendroica petechia amnicola Batch-
elder. On September 8, 1952, an adult female Yellow Warbler was collected,
which is a well-marked specimen cf the Newfoundland race. It is now in the
collections of the lNational Museum. The only other record for the south-
eastern United States of which I am aware is that of an immature bird taken
at Mt. Pleasant, near Charleston, S.C. (South Carolina Bird Life, page 449}.

Coastal Plain Swemp Sparrow. Melospiza georgisna nigrescens Bond
and Stewart. Three Swamp Sparrows which mere collected in October turned
out to represent three different races. A male, collected on QOctober 27,
1952, was the Southern Swamp Sparrow, M.gs georgiana, the race to be expected
in Virginia. A male, secured on October 3, 1952, was the Northern Swamp
Sparrow, M.g._eric ta, which we now know to be rather regular in migration
in the southeestern United States. The third bird, = female, collceted on
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October 27, 1952y was found to be the Coastal Plain Swamp Sparrow, a recently
described race breeding in the coastal plain marshes from New Jersey to
Maryland. This Lexington specimen seems to be the first migrant to be taken.
All of these specimens are now at the National lMaseum.

-- Lexington, Virginia

===000==~=

SUPFLEMENT TO THE EVENING GROSBEAK INVASION 1951-52
By Robert 0. Paxton
Two additional reports of Evening Grosbeaks during the spring of
1952 mound out a total of forty Virginia localities where these erratic and

spectecular birds were recognized during last winter's record invasion:

Sabot (15 miles west of Riehmond in Goochland County) = "at least 200"
at the home of Mrs. W.T. Reed, February through early May.

Powhatan County - about 30 on March 20 by Steve Messenger.

The following are corrections to some departure dates as published
in The Raven, July-August, 1952:

Charlottesville - after April 29, seen on lay 12 by C.E, Stevens.

Arlington - after May 17, reported May 21 (itl. Nat. 8:39, 1952)

We now have definite data on the Evening Grosbeak for last season
from Winchester. Two were seen on December 29, 1951. On January 2&, 19562,
a small flock appeared at a feeding station. Birds were seen regularly from
then to April 30, with a meximum of about 25. The last reports were of one
male on April 22 and on April 29 and three males on April 30. The Winchester

data is provided by Mrs. Robert S. Underwood.
--— Lexington, Virginia

=== 000 = e

ROTES FROM SUSSEX AND SURRY COUNTIES, VIRGINIA

By C.C. Steirly

The Louisiana Tricolored Heron (hydranassa tricolor) was ob-
served on fugust 8, 1952 in the Hog ¥sland marshes, Surry County. FHere it
was with several Little Blue Herons. On Jugust 27 one was observed along
the wooded shore of a pond near Newsome in Southampton County.

Other herens arrival dates for the Sussex and Surry County area
in 1952 werc: 4morican Bgret, april 7 near Jarratt (Sussex Gounty); Little
Blue Horon, June 1 near Waverly; Green Heron, .ipril 26 near Weverly;
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Yellow=~crowned Night Heron, llay 4 near Vaverly; Black-crowned Night Heron,
April 12 near Waverly; Great Blue Heron, to be seen every month of the year
in Surry Countye.

On November 21 during a heavy rain of 1.8 inches the writer ob-
served hundreds of large white larvae of the May beetle (Phyllophagus sp.)
above ground on a golf course. Common crows were observed to be feeding
on these choice morsels which wgre upwards of an inch and a half in length
end very fleshy.

This particular insect is & two-fold pest. The adult beetles sre
defoliators of shrubs &nd in some cases of trees, while the larvae raise
havoec with the roots of useful plants such as strawberries, lawn grass, ctc.
The larvae were all found to be struggling upside down on thoroughly satura-
ted surface of the ground. In fact this is the manner in which they are
found under the surface where normally they pass through this stage quite
safe from birds although many of them are nc doubt the victims of moles.

A lone Whistling Swan was observed on Noverber 28 in Sunken
Marsh Pond in northwest Surry County. This pond flows into James River.

~= Waverly, Virginia

7, W

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S FILES

Those of us who attended the Back Bay field trip will recall that
during the luncheon hour Mr. Perkins, in attempting to get the total number
of species for the trip, used a certain field trip list as a guide. I do
not recall what list was used, but I do know that the list was incomplete so
far gs Virginia is concerned. Several species observed werec not on the
printed list.

A lady sitting to my right and representing a bird organization
in a neighboring state asked me why we do not print our owm lists. She
stated that the organization she represents does print its own lists, sells
them to the menbership and makes some money in doing so. Vhy does not the
VSO print its own trip lists? The list could be made complete for the
state, bear the name and ensignia of the Society, and thus serve a publicity
function, and through the scles bring in a little money to the Society.

Has this suggestion been considercd before?

A member of the Exccutive Committee reported that requests for a
trip to Hastern Shore, similar to the ficld trips of the pest two summcrs,
have been rceccived. Personally, I am interested in such a trip again this
summer; are there others? 1If so, please mnke your interest known to any
member of the Exccutive Committee so consideration can be given to the
request at the noxt meeting of the Committec.

-= D. Ralph Hostetter
Harrisonburg, Virginia
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"THE POTOMAC VALLEY" - A REVIEW

By JeJ. Murray

The Potomac Valley - History and Prospect. Xdited by Shirley A.
Briggs. Audubon Society of the Distriet of Columbia, Box 202, Benjamin
Franklin Station, Washington 4, D.C. 44 pages, 1952, 75¢. This is a
splendid piece of ecological and conservationist litérature. Four of the
five chapters, orgginally appearing in Atlantic Naturalist, trace the dis-
astrous effects of man's exploitation of the FPotomaec Valley and of his
carelessness with his God-given resources. John E. Briggs follows the
romantic history of the Valley from Colonial times to the present, with its
changing economic pageant - fur trading, tobacco, minerals, and industry =
each stage a step in greed and destruction. Bernerd Frank stresses the
tragedy of erosion. Walter Slavik and Francis M. Uhler discuss polution
and the spoiline of a fair river which onee carried ducks beyond man's count-
ing. Edward N. Munns pictures a possible and again lovely future for the
river; while Irston R. Barnes adds a new chapter, giving practical answers
to the question, "How shall the river be resvored?" The booklet is an
effective study of what man hos done to a lowely region and of what repent-
ance and good works can still do to restore some of the past glories.

1953 ANNUAL MEETING - ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA

MAY 8-9, 1953

The 20th fnnual Meeting will be held on Friday and Satmwday,
May 8 and 9, 1953. The Friday afternoon and evening meetings will be held
in the auditorium of the Hecht Company store in Arlington, and the annual
dinner will also be held in the store. The Saturday field trip is being
planned for Pine Ridge, nearby in Fairfax County. Detailed information
regarding hours, overnight accomedations, and specific travel instructions
will appear in the next issue of THE R.AVEN.

Members planning to present papers are requested to write to
JIMES W. EIKE, 3307 North Tuckahoe Street, Falls Church, Virginia, as soon
as possible, giving him the title, time required for presentation, and
infarmation as to whether a moving picture or slide projector is needed.

—e=(000 ==~
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NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED IN THE VIRGINIA SOCIETY O0F ORNITHOLOGY
SINCE OCTOBER 1, 1952

(A) Dr. W.G. Akers 1138 Bolling Avee. Norfolk 8, Va.

(&8) liiss Cleo illen 932 West Franklin St. Richmond, Va.

(4) Mrs. Charles Bass Stephens City, Va.

(&) Col. & Mrs. S.D. Bedinger "Riveredge" Dunnsville, Va,.

(L) Mr, John E. Bryant 2 Hog Island Refuge Bacon's Castle,Va.

(4) lMr. Geo. M. Cornell R.F.D. #2 Suffolk, Va.

(i) kr. F.0. Efrid 3010 Buckingham St. Norfolk, Va.

(2) Mr. William Efrid 3010 Buckingham St. Norfolk, Va.

(8s) Mrs. Roberta B. Fletcher Denton, Maryland

(&) Miss Margaret Flickinger 204 S. Cameron St. Winchester, Va.

(1) Miss lMargaret B. Graves Sweet Bri-r College Sweet Brisr, Va.

(JR.) Mr. Michael Griffin 1531 Versailles Norfolk, Va.

(L) ire & lMrs. S.F. Grubbs P.0, Box 205 Christiansburg,Vea.

(L) Mrs. George M. Hearn Box 400, Rockwell Rd. Hampton, Va.

(3} Dr. Perry Kendig 114 College :ve. Salem, Va.

(4A) Mr, John F. Kundt P.0. Box 222 Waverly, Va,

L) Vr. Ormand Lorentz 357 Franklin St. Harrisonburg, Va.

(& Mr. R.F. Lotz R.F.D. #1, Box 190 Portsmouth, Va,

(4) Mr. lubrey Steven lMessenger Box 4539 State College St., Raleigh, N.C.

(A) Miss Elizabeth D. Pesacock Box 20C, Rt.f#2 Fairfax, Va.

4) lii ss Eleanor Rawls 800 Wainwright Bldg. Norfolk, Va.

(L) 1iiss B. Marion Shomaker 1005 Edzehill Rd. Richmond, Va.

(L) Vr. E.K. Sloane 822 Wainwright Bldg., Norfolk, Va.

(L) Miss Betsy Stephens 800 Wainwright Bldg. Norfolk, Va.

(JR.) Mr. Paul Sykes 1522 Lafayette Blvd. Norfolk, Vae

(4A) Miss Elizabeth Thomas 1305 Viemstover ive,. -Norfolk, Va.

(4) Mr, M.B. Tillotson R.F.D. #2, Box 4624 Norfolk, Va.

(L) Mrs. E.P. Vialker 320 W. Clifford St. Viinchester, Va.

(JR.) Mr. John Withrow 145 N. Princeton Circle, Lynchburg, Va.
===000= ==

VIRGINI. CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS - 1952

Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, Va. (.ssateague Island
south of Marylend line, Chincoteague Causeway, Vattsville, Horntown, Sinnick-
son; open fsrmland 3%, pine and deciduous woodlead 10, bayberry and scrub
pine thickets 20%, shallow fresh-water pools 1%%, selt marshes and bay shores
35%, ocean beach and mud flats 15%). - Dec. 27; 6:45 a.m, to 5 p.m. Fair;
temp. 28° to 440 ; wind N to NW, 2-10 m.p.hj; ground bare, all water open.
Four observers in 2 parties. Total party-hours, 19 (16 on foot, 2 by car, 1 in
motorboat); total party-miles, 80 (20 on foot, 57 by car, 3 by boat).
Common Loon, 6; Red-throated Loon, 9; Red-necked Grebe, 1; Horned Grebe, 88;
Pied-billed Grebe, 6; Grect Blue Heron, 15; .merican Bittern, 1; Conada Goose
633 (600 est., 33); .mericen Brant, 3000 (est.); Mallard, 25; Black Duck,
3485 (3300 est., 185); Cadwall, 100 (est.); ‘merican Widgeon, 375 (ost.);
Pintail, 1600 (est.); Green~winged Teal, 475 (est.]; Shoveller, 410 (400 est.,
10); imerican Golden-eye, 1; Duffle-herd, 10; Whitc-winged Scoter, 162; Surf
Scoteér, 229; American Scoter, 15; unidentified scoters, 80 (est.);

?
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Ruddy Duck, 22; Hooded Mergenser, 2; Red-breasted Mergcnser, 10; Turkey
Vulture, 96; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1;
Bzld Eagle, 2; Marsh Hawk 11; Sparrow Hawk, 3; Clapper Rail, 7; American
Coot, 28; Killdeer, 42; Black-bellied Plover, 10; Wilson's Snipe, 1;

Greater Yellow-legs, 2; Red-backed Sandpiper, 129; Ssnderling, 20; Great
Black-backed Bull, 4; Herring Gull, 221; Ring-billed Gull, 390; Mourning
Dove, 6; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 26; Horned Lark, 5
(including 2 Northern); American Crow, 1275 (1150 est,, 125); Fish Crow, 4;
Carolina Chickadee, 1; Tufted Titmouse, 2; Brown Creeper, 1l; House lren, 1
(FuR.S.); Winter Wren, 1; Carolina Wren, 13; Short-billed Marsh Wren, 1;
Catbird, 11; American Robin', 26; Hermit Thrush, 1; Water Pipit, 150 (est.);
Common Starling, 259 (200 est., 59); Myrtle Werbler, 644; House Sparrow, 6;
Eastern NMNeadowlark, 693 Red-winged Blackbird, 68; Boat-tailed Grackle, 22;
Browm-headed Cowbird, 20; Cardinal, 12; Pine Siskin, 106; imerican Gold finch,
29; Lastern Towhee, 7; Ipswich Sparrow, 1; Savannah Sparrow, 24; Sharp-
tailed Sparrow, 4; Slate-colored Junco, 6; Field Sparrow, 8; White-throated
Sparrow, 12; Swamp Sparrow, 26; Song Sparrow, 60. Total, 78 speci®s; zbout
14,536 indiviaduals. lMany generally common species were scarce or absent on
Assateague Island vhere most of the field work was dons, = R3J. Beasley,

J.R. Hughes, E.0. Mellinger, F.R. Scott,

R, T, -

Cape Charles, Va. (town of Cape Charles, area west of Cheriton,
and Oyster south to Kiptopeke and Fort Bustis; open farmland 25%, pine and
deciduous woodlond, 20%, bayberry thickebs 5%, salt marshes and mud flate 35%,
bay beach 15%). - Dec. 28; 7:30 a.ms to 5:15 p.m. Partly cloud¥ with snow
flurries, clearing in afternogn; temp. 22° to 320 ; wind N, 8-30 MePeh.;
ground bare, sheltered ponds znd estuaries lightly frozen. One bbserver alone.
Total party-hours, 9 (8 on foot, 1 by car); total party-miles, 58 (8 on foot,
50 by car). Common Loon, 2; Horned Grebe, 7; Great Blue Heron, 10; American
BEgret, 1; Canada Goose, 43; llallard, 9; Black Duck, 2; /merican Widgeon, 17;
scaup (sp.), 10 (including 5 Lesser); Oldsquew, 2; Whito-winged Scoter, 5;
Surf Scoter, 60; American Scoter, 7; Ruddy Duck, 10; Red-bressted Mergenser, 1;
Turkey Vulture, 173; Sharp~-shinned Hewk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Rough-leggzed
Hawk, 1; Bald Eagle, 1; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Ringed Plover, 5;
Kidldeer, 42; Black-bellied Plover, 1; Red-backed Sandpiper, 140; lestern
Sendpiper, 6; Senderling, 18; Great Black-backed Gull, 7; Herring Gull, 757
(700 est., 57); Ring-billed Gull, 580 (300 est., 280); Bonaparte's Gull,l;
Barred Owl,l; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shofted Flicker, 6; imerican Crow,
37; Fish Crow, 35; Carolina Chickadee, 8; Brown-hezded Nuthateh, 9; Brown
Creeper, 1; Carolino "ren, 7; Mockingbird, 1; American Robin, 4; Bastern
Bluebird, 6; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Loggerhead Shrike, 1; Common Stsrling,
450 (est.); Myrtle Varbler, 235; House Sparrow, 26; Lastern Meadowlark, 99;
Red-winged Blackbird, 30; Boat-tailed Grackle, 9; Brown-headed Cowbird, 150
(est.); Cardinal, 9; Pine Siskin, 8; imerican Goldfinch, 1; Savannoh
Sparrow,4; Sharptailed Sparrow, 4; Vesper Sparrow, 3; Slate-colored Junco,
13; Chipping Sparrov, 40 (1 flock); Eield Sparrow, 5; White-throated
Sparrow, 18; Fox Sparrow, 20; Swemp Sparrov, 28; Song Sparrow, 20. Total,
66 specics; about 3,117 individuals. The wind kept most small birds under
cover. - F.R. Scott.
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Chesapeake Bay, Va. (a 15-mile strip census across the mouth of the
Chesapeake, tzken from the Little Creek -~ Xiptopeke Beach Ferry; no closer
then 2 miles to land; open/Y80%Y. - Dec. 29; 11:25 aum. to 12:35 p.m. Fair;
temp. 300 to 32° ; wlnd Sh, 3-7 m.p.he; water open foirly smooth. One
observer alone. Total perty-hours 1.17 {by doat); total party-miles, 15
{by boat). Common Loon, 3; Red-throated Loon, 2; Horned Grebe, 20; Gannet,

9; Oldsquaw, 16; White-winged Scoter, 3; Surf Scoter, 340; Am. Scoter, 15;
Red-breasted l'erganser, 5; Am. Coot, 1 {a solitery bird about in the middle
of the census area); devrlng Gull 600 (este); Ring-billed Gull, 4;
Bonaparte's Gull, 21. Total, 13 spe01es' about 1,049 individunls. As has
been experienced in the past, almost all the loons, grebes and ducks were
seen in the northern half of the area. The Ring-billed Gulls followed the
ferry out for several miles but turned back, and none were seen after the
first fow miles. (Seen in area Dec, 26: Am. Brant, 5; Creat Black~lackcd
Gull, 1; Royal Tern, 7. The Brant were in one flock flying in & north-
wes terly direction. The Royal Terns were also in one flock flying toward
the south., On this earlier trip only 4 scoters were secn.) = F.R. Scott.

N,

Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Va. (same area as in previous
years, rcfuge area and much of mainlund Princess Anne County; open farmland
2075, pine woodland 10%, deciduous woodland 20%, ocean beach 5%, marshes and
inland bay 45%). Dece 27, 7 @.n. to 5 pems Partly cloudy until noon, then
clear; temp. 40° to 5609; wind 8=10 m.pehe; ground bore. ZEleven observers in
two parties. Total party-hours 20 (16 on foot, 2 by car, 2 by motorboat);
total party-miles 135 (22 on foot, 110 by car, 5 by boat)e Common Loon, 63
Horned Grebe, 2; Pied-billed Grebe, 63
Great Blue Heron, 12; American Zgret, 1; American Bittern, 1; Whistling
Swan, 2500 (est.); Cenada Goos@, 5000 (est.); Snow Goose, 4000 (est.);

Blue Goose, 7; Mallard, 75; Bleck Duck, 400; Americen Widgeon, 20,000 (est.);
Pintail, 1000 (est.); Green~winged Teal, 10; Shoveller, 5; Redhead, 1000 (est.);
Ring-necked Duck, 300; Canves-back, 15; Scaup (sp.), 2; American Goldecneye,3;
Buffle-heed, 24; White-winged Scoter, 2; Surf Scoter, 17; American Scotcr, 13;
Ruddy Duck, 200; American llerganser, 5; Red-breasted Mergrnser, 2; Turkey
Vulture, 30; Black Vulturc, 13; Red-tailed Hawk, 6; Red-shouldered Hruk, 5;
Rough-logged Hawk, 1; Bald Eagle, 6; Marsh Havwk, 17; Pigeon Havk, 2;
Sparrow Havk, 12; Bob-'kitc, 7 Klng Redl, 13 Vlrgini" Rails 1= Coot 40,000
(cste); Y&lldacr, 41 Blnck—oellied Plovcr, 9 Spotted Sandpiper, 23
Surdurllng, 18 Grcat Blrek-backed Gull, 13; Horring Gull, 50; Ring-billed
Gull, 55; Bonaparte's Gull, 8; Mourning Dove, 353 Scrcech Owl, 1l; Barred

Owl, 1; Belted Kingfishor, 2; Yellow-shrfted Flicker, 16; Pileated
Woodpcckbr, 23 Red-bellicd Woodpceker, 10; Yellow-becllied Sapsucker, 1;
Heiry Woodpecker, 13 Downy Woodpecker, 103 Eastern FPhocbe, 6; Horned La Tk,
353 Blue Jay, 33 Ambricen Crow, 97: Fish Crov B Caro]inﬂ Chickadee, 27'
Tufted “1tmouso, 83 Whlte—brccstcd Nuth(tch 2 Brown~hended Futh"tch 93
Brown Creeper, 2; 'nouse Wren, 5; Winter Wren, 6; Carolina liren, 233 Long—
billed Marsh Wren, 23 Short-bllled ‘larsh Wren, 12; Mockingbird, 20'
Catbird, 13; Brown Thmasher, 2; American Robin, 120 Hermit Thrush e
Tastern Blueblrd 41; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 12 Ruby—crOﬁned nlnglet i
Water Pipit, 80; Logger%ead Shrike, 1; Cowmon Starlinp, 124; Myrtle "arbler,
500; Pine Warbler, 4; Palm Warbler {Ye’low}, 1; Common Yellowthroat, 33
House Sparrow, 48; Zastern Meadowlark, 383 Red-nlnged Blackbird, 1100 {este);
Purple Grackle, 35; Brown-headed Coublrd 220; Cardinal, 32; Euvple F*nch, 33
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Pine Siskin, 8; Americen Goldfine¢h, 15; Eastern Towhee, 18; Savannah Sparrow,
17; Slate-colored Junco, 57; Tree Sparrow, 6; Chipping Sparrow, 6; Field
Sparrow, 54; hite-throated Sparrow, 70; Fox Sparrow, 3; Swamp Sparrow, 73;
Song Sparrow, 92. Total, 108 species; about 78,096 individuals = Cooper
Barefield, Eddie Budnick, lrs. Floy Burford (compiler) Carl Hacker,

Charles Hacker, Dorothy Perkins, Jack Perkins, W.F. Rountrey, Frank Shields,
Vialter Smith, Bagley Walker.

S -

Yorktovm, Va. (same area as in previous years; open fermland 20%,
pine woodlend 22%, deciduous woodland 18%, mershes and river shore 407%) .
Dec, 23, 7 a.me to 5 pems Partly cloudy to overcast; temp. 34°to 500, wing
NNW, O-5 m.pehs; ground bare water open. Three observers in 2 perties. Totsl
perty-hours, 19 (17 on foot, 2 by car); total party-miles, 74 (9 on foot,
65 by car). Common Loon, 17; Red-throated Loon, 2; Horned Grebe, 396;
Pied-billed Grebe, 20; Double-orested Cormorant, l; Great Blue Heron, 10;
Canada Goose, 6C; Mallard, 3; Black Duck, 36; Gadwall, 7; American Widgeon, 1;
Fintail, 1; Redhead, 8; Ring-necked Duck, 48; Canvas-back, 140; Scaup (sp.),
435 (including 9 Greater and 30 Lesser); Americen Goldeneye, 207; Buffle-
head, 329; Oldsquaw, 5; White-winged Scoter, 250 (est.); Surf Scoter, 130;
Americen Seoter, 36; Ruddy Duck, 575; Hooded Merganser, 14; Red-breasted
llerganser, 30; Turkey Vulture, 32; Black Vulture, 13; Cooper's Havk, 1;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 2; Bald Eagle, 6; Marsh Hawk, 4; Sperrow Havk, 2;
Bob-white, 3; Clapper Rail, 2; Killdeer, 4; Red-backed Sandpiper, 6; Herring
Gull, 31; Ring-billed Gull, 116; Belted Kingfisher, 1l4; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 17; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 8; Red-headed
Woodpecker, 1; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 5; Hairy woodpecker, 2; Downy
Woodpecker, 12; EHastern Phocbe, 2; Horned Lark (Preirie), 3; Blue Jay, &
American Crow, 8l; Fish Crow, 1; Carolina Chicadee, 52; Tufted Titmouse, 46;
White-breasted Nuthetch, 4; Brown~headed Nuthatch, 5; Brown Creeper, 2;
Winter Wren, 5; Carolina Wren, 57; Short-billed Marsh Wiren, 4; Mockingbird, 8;
Catbird, 3; Brown Thrasher, 2; American Robin, 3; Hermit Thrush, 18;
Zastern Bluebird, 23; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 25; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 13;
Water Pipit, 2; Common Starling, 130 (est.); Myrtle Waxrbler, 287; Pine
Warbler, 5; House Sparrow, 26; Eastern Mezdowlark, 21; Red-winged Blackbird,
8250 (ests); Purple Grackle, 3000 (est.); Brown=headed Cowbird, 168 (100 ests,
68); Cardincl, 29; Purple Finch, 4; Pine Siskin, 47; Amorican Goldfinch, 77;
Eastern Towhee, 37; Savannah Sparrow, 953 Shrrp-tniled Sparrow, 7; Slote-
colored Junco, 8l; Field Spnrrow, 33; White-throsted Sparrow, 138; Fox
Sparrow, 9; Swamp Sperrow, 75; Song Sparrow, 94, Total, 90 species; cbout
16,017 individuals. - J.H. Grey, Jr., R.B, McCartucy, Fe.R. Scott.

-

Richmond, Va. (stme arer as in previous years, Richmond southenst
to Curles Neck; open frml:nd 35%, pine woodland 20%, deciduous w odl-nd 25%,
residential districts 3%, mrrshes ~nd river shore 8%, brush fieclds 9%). -
Dece 20; 7 cume to 5 p.m. Heovily overc-st with light, intermittent rcing
temp. 36° to 440 ; wind ENE, 2-10 m.p.h.; ground bare, woter open, Four
observers in 2 porties. Tot-1l prrty-hours, 18 (16 on foot, 2 by ecy):
tot~l porty-miles, 88 (8 on foot, 80 by err). Picd-billed Grebe, 7; Groeet
Bluc Heron, 4; Crmad- Goose, 4497 (4000 ost., 497); Bluc Goosc, 1; Mrllord, 95%
Blnck Duck, 8; fmericrn Widgoon, 28; Pintril, 11; Ring-nccked Duek, 95;
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Ruddy Duck, 14; American Mergcnser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 8; Black Vulture, 10;
Cooper's Haswk, l; Red-shouldered Hawk, 5; Bald Eagle, 4; Sparrow Hawk, 8;
Bob-white, 10; American Coot, 116; Killdeer, 14; Herring Gull, 10; Ring-
billed Gull, 748; lourning Dove, 32; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 29; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Red-bellied Voodpecker, 10; Red-headed
Woodnecxer, 2; Yellow=bellied Saysucker, 5; Heiry Woodpecker, 8; Downy
Woodpecker, 16; Iastern Pheebe; 9; Blue Jay, 17; Amcrieem Crow, 172;
Caroline Chickadce, 34; Tufted Titmouse, B6; hite-breastbd Nuthatch, 152
Brown Creepey, 2; Winter Viren, 1; Carolina YWren, 56; Mockingbird, 29;
Brown Thrasher, 1; Americen Robln 72; Hermit Thrush 27; Eastern Bluebird
47; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 40; Wuby—crowned Kinglet, 7; 7ater Pipit, 7;
Cedar "axwing, 420 (est.); Loggerhead Shrike, 8; Common Starling, 1054
(1000 est., 54); Myrtle Warbler, 36; House Sparrow, 35; Eastern Meadowlark,
82; Red-winged Blackbird, 172; Brown-headed Cowbird, 850 (est.); Cardinal,
76; Purple Finch, 6; Fine Siskin, 94; American Goldfinch, 31; Eastern
Towhee, 15; Slate~colored Junco, 133; Field Sparrow, 21; Vhite-throated
Sparrow, 308; Fox Sparrow, 2; Swamp Sparrow, 1ll; Song Sparrow, 66. Total,
67 species; sbout 9,722 individuals. (Seen in area Dec. 24: Lesser Scaup,
O¢) @ Mr, and Mrs, F.Re Scott, C.E. Smith, R.,J, VWatson,

T, -

Surry, Va., (south side of James River from Scotland to Rushmere,
including Hog Island State Wildlife Refuge, Surry and Bacon's Castle; open
farmland 15%, pine woodland 307, deciduous woodland 20%, marshes and river
shore 35%), - Dec. 22; 7 a.m. to 5 p.me Overcast; temp. 40° to 45° ; wind
NNE, 5-20 m.p.h.; ground bare, water open. Four observers in 2 parties.
Total party-hours, 19 (17 on foot, 2 by cer); totel party-miles, 102 (12 on
foot, 90 by car), Great Blue Heron, 7; Canada Goose, 750 (est.); Blue Goose,
1; Mallard, 46; Bleck Duck, 74; Cznvas-back 1700 (est.); scaup (sp.), 7
American Golden-eye, 10; Buffle-head, 1; Ruddy Duck, 1193 (550 est., 643);
American Mergonser, 47; Red-brecasted Merganser, 5; Turkey Vulture, 46; Black
Vulture, 10; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Red-$ailed Havk, 4;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 3; Bald LEagle, 6; Mersh Hawk, 3; Sparrow Havk, 3;
Bob-mhite, 8; Kiblldeer, 20; 7ilson's Snipe, 1; Herring Gull, 17; Ring=-
billed Gull, 104; MOurning Dove, 18; Barred Owl, 2; Belted ulngflsher L
Vello'-sharted Flic gar, 183 Pllected Woodpecker, 1; Red-bellied Woodpccker,
8; Red-heeded Woodpecier, 1 Yellow=bellied SaPSucker 1; Dowvny Woodpecker,
16; Eastern Phoebe, 4; Bluec Jay, 9; American Crow, 131; Oarolina Chickedce,
28; Tufted Titmouse, 11; "hite-breasted Nuthateh, 3; Bron-hcaded Muthatch,
10; Brown Creeper, 1; Winter Wren, 3; Caroline Wren, 24; liockingbird, 12;
Catbird, 2; Bron Thrashcr, 2; Americsn Robin, 311 (300 est., 11); Hermit
Thrush, 5; EZastern Bluebird, ll; Golden~crowmed Kinglet, 20; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, 2; Loggerhead Shrike, 1; Common Starling, 800 (est.); Myrtle
Yerbler, 172: Pine Tavhler, 5; chso Sparrov, 2; Eastern Meadowlark,l;
Red-wingcd Blackbird, 170, OCO (est.); Rusty Blackbird, 4; Purple Gracrle,
30,000 (est.); Brown—hcadod Cowbird, 10,000 (est.); Cardinal, 66; Purple
Finch, 2; Pinc Siskin, 19; American Goldfinch, 7; Zastern Towhee, 29; Slate-
colored Junco, 92; Ficld Sparrow, 8; White-throated Sparrow, 109; Fox
Sparrow, 10; Swamp Sparrow, 10; Song Sparrow, 66. Total 74 species; about
216,124 individuals. The wind koept the small birds very quiet and meny of
the ducks on the north side of the river out of tho ccnsus area, -

J.H. Grey, Jr., R.B. MeCartney, F.R. Scott, C.C. Steirly.
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Waverly, Va. A section of Spriing Branch, a tributery of the Black-
water River, and its watershed asrea between Road 653 and Brysnt's Pond, a
length of three quarters of a mile. Adjacent ares included a pine woods and
extensive peanut field to the north and cut-over hardwood forest to the
south. Total miles on foot, 4.4. Fields 8.4%, field edgces 16.1%, pine
forest, 20.0%, upland hardwood forest 20.5%, bottomland hardwood forest and
ereek 30.5% (13,37 along creek), pond edge 4.5%. Dec. 21, 7:35 to 9:30 a.m.
and 11:05 2.m. to 2:45 p.me (fell into creek while crossing on a log end had
to return for dry clothing); total hours afield, 5 hours 35 minutes. Temp.
470 to 520 , Raining at the start, turning gredually into sn intermittent
drizzle throughout the day. Black Dukk, 2; Turkey Vulture, 1; Black Vulture,
2; Cooper'e Hawk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, 3; Mourning Dove, 4; Barred Owl, 1;
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 14; Pileated "oodpecker, 4; Red-bellied Vioodpecker,
3; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 4; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Voodpecker, 4;
Phoebe, 2; Crow, 30; Carolina Chickadee, 13; Tufted Titmouse, 9; White-
breastsd Nuthatch, 4; Brown-headed Nuthateh, 2; Brown Creeper, 1; Winter Vren,
6; Carolina Vren, 7; Robin, 28; Hermit Thrush, 3; Bluebird, 8; Golden-crowmed
Kinglet, 2; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Cedor “oxwing, 9; Starling, 30; Myrtle
Warbler, 1l4; Meadowlark, 5; Redwing, (500) and (300), two separste flocks,
estimated; Cardinal, 5; Goldfinch, 10; Slate-colored Junceo, 15; White-
throated Sparrow, 46; Fox Sparrow, 2; Swamp Sparrow, 3; Song Svarrow, l4.
Total; 40 species, 1132 individusls. (Observed in aree on day prior to
census; 3 blue jays, 1 purple grackle.) -~ C.C. Steirly.

===000-==

Fort Belvoir, Va. (Same as last year with the addition of Mount
Vernon, including Little Hurting Creek, and IKason's Neck, indluding Occoquan
Creck; also the Maryland side of the Potomac River between liarshall Hall,
Mattawoman Creek and Indiesn Head). Dec. 28; 6:00 a,m. to 5:00 p.m. Over-
cast in a.m., clearing et noon; temp. 22° to 31,99 ; wind NW, 3-27 m.p.h.
Ground bare; river and inlets icefree but skim ice on streams and small
ponds. 20 observers in 6 parties. Total party-hours, 53.5 (40.5 on foot,
13 by car), totcl party-miles, 184.5 (32.5 on foot, 152 by cer). Great
Blue Heron, 6; Black=-crowndd liight Heron, 1; Cznada Goose, 260; Mallard, 7;
Black Duck, 512; Green-winged Tesl, 8; Scaup (sp,? ), 1; Lesser Scaup, 1;
Bufflehead, 32; Ruddy Duck, 43; fmerican Merganser, 87; Red-breasted
Mergcnser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 130 (90 in one floek}; Black Vulture, 5;
Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Coonar's Hawk, 4; Red-tailed Hewk, 13; Red~-shouldered
Hawk, 6; Bald fZagle, 31; Mersh Hawk, 5; Sperrow Hawk, 6; Bob-white, 17
(2 coveys); Killdeer, 52; Wilson's Snipe, 1; Ferring Gull, 266; Ring-
billed Cull, 570; Laughing Gull, 1; Mourning Dove, 101; Horned Owl, 2
Barred Owl, 3; Belted Kingfisher, 6; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 36; Pileated
Woodpecker, 6; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 35; Red-headed Woodpecker, 3;
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 5; Downy Woodpecker, 34;
Zastern Pheobe, 13 Horned Lark, 5:(Prairie); Blue Jay, 60; American Crow, 426;
Fish Crow, 1;Carolina Chickadece, 90; Tufted Titmouse, 77; White-breasted
Nuthateh, 37; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 23 Brown Crecper, 21; Winter Wren, 3;
House Wren, 2 (S.A.B.);Carolina Wren, 63; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 13;
Mockingbird, 47; American Robin, 17; Hermit Thrush, 2; Gray-cheeked (2)
Thrush, 1 (A thrush, believed to be this species, was watched for several
minutes through 8x glasses by Mre. I.C. Hoover who described it as all olive-
brown above, no reddish on the tail or elsewhere, no buffy color around the
face, and small black spots on the chest}; Zastern Bluebird, 73; Golden=~
¢rowned Kinglet, 141; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 3; Common Sterling, 1,527;
lMyrtle Warbler, 59; Palm Warbler, 1 (Western); Common Yellowthroat, 1;
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House Sparrow, 70; Bastern Meadowlark, 36; Red-winged Blackbird, 112; Rusty
Blackbird, 92; Brown-headed Cowbird, 16; Cardinsl, 83; Purple Finch, 1;
Pine Siskin, 183 (8 flocks); American Goldfinch, 209; Eastern Towhee, 12;
Savanflah Sparrow, 1l; Slate-colored Junco, 865; American Tree Sparrow, 131;
Field Sparrow, 96; White-crowned Sparrow, 4 (P.A.D. et al); White-throated
Sparrow, 201; Swamp Sparrow, 23; Song Sparrow, 100, Tétal; 79 species with
1 possible additionel. species; 7,137 individuaels. - J.M. Abbott (compil=r),
P, Bartsch, S.A. Briggs, P.A. DuMcnt, P,G. Dullont, M. Gilbert, E. Hall,
E.¥. Hayward, }¥r. & Mrs. I.C. Hoover, J.E. Johnson, C.N. Mason, W.P. Full,
D. Pierce, F.H. Stacksteder, G. Sigel, H.A. Sutton, Mr. & Mrs. R.L. Tousey,
.0, Hall,

-==000==~

Charlottesville, Va. (Henley's, Whitehall, ‘lbemsrle, Bellair,
Thraves, clty reservoir, woolen mills, 9 miles along Rivanna end South
Rivenna from Burnt }Mills to town; same area as last year with addition of
city reservoir; farmlend 30%, lukes cnd ponds 25k, river-bottom 25/,
deciduous woods 15, pine woods %p). Dec. 21, 6:30 sum. to 4§45 p.m.
Overcast at start, with light rsin ending in morning; pertially clear by
mid-afternoon; temp. 38° to 54° ; wind none at start, NW 5-10 m.p.h. at
finish. Ground bare; ponds unfrozen. Five observers in 3 parties. Total
party-hours, 19 (13 on foot, 6 by car); total party-miles, 57 (16 on foot,
41 by cer). Horned Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 2; Liallard, 120 (est.);
Black Duck, 42; (40 est., 2); Turkey Vulture, 10; Cooper's Havk, 3; Red-
toiled Hewk, 1; Marsh Havk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 6 (1 covey);
Mourning Dove, 183; Belted Kingfisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 18;
Pileated “oodpecker, 2; Red-bellied Woodpecicer, 7; Yellow~bellied Sapsucker,
1; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Dovny Woodpecker, 20; Phoebe, 11; Horned Lark, 25;
Blue Jay, 24; Crow, 720 (580 est., 140); Fish Crow, 4; Carolina Chickadee,
60; Tufted Titmouse, 25; Vhite-breasted Nuthateh, 2; Winter VWren, 10;
Carolina Wren, 46; Mockingbird, 21; Hermit Thrush, 4; Eastern Bluebird, 16;
Golden=-crovned Xinglet, 45; Ruby-crowned Kinglst, 3; Shrike, 5; Common
Starling, 426 (275 est., 151); iyrtle Warbler, 13; House Sparrow, 32;
Bastern Mesdovlark, 40; Brown-headed Combird, 5; Cardinel, 119; Purple Fincli,
27; Pine Siskin, 3; fmerican Goldfinmbh, 203 (160 est., 43); LDastern Tovhee,5;
Slate-colored Junco, 299; Imerican Treec Sparrow, 9; Field Sparrow, 101;
¥hite-crovmed Sparrow, 9; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 139; Foxy Sparrow, 7;
Swamp Sparrow, 7; Song Sparrow, 112. Totel, 52 species; ebout 2,999
individuals. - I'rs, Colgate "7, Darden, Jr., Mrs. Cherles Cregory, David
Gregory, Kenneth Lawless, Robert J. Vetson (compiler).

T,

Sweet Briar, Va. (Sweet Briar College property and adjacent area,
radius of 1 miles; open fields 30%, serub 30%, brushy creek bottoms 255,
rmixed woodland 10%, lake edge 5/). - Dec. 28; 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Clear all dry; temp. 20° to 350 ; wind negligible.
Five observers in 1 party in a.m., two observers in one party in p.m.
Totzl hours, V% (211 on foot); total miles, 8. Turkey Vulture, 1; Cooper's
Hewlk, 1; Mourning Dove, 50 (est.); Horned Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 1;
Flicker, 6; Pileated loodpecker, 1; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 4; Red-hezded
Woodpecker, 12; Yellow-bellied Spasucker, 4; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay,
9; Crow, 175 (est.); Carolina Chickadee, 13; Tufted Titmouse, 5; VWhite-
breasted Nuthateh, 2; Cerolina ..ren, 6; hockingbird, 6; Robin, 12;
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Hermit Thrush, 1; Bluebird, 4; Golden-crommned Kinglet, 2; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, 3; Starling, 1000 (est.); Myrtle Warbler, 20; Meadowlark, 4;
Cardinsl, 1ll; Goldfinch, 3; Towhee, 2; Slate-colored Juneco, 53; Field Sparrow,
7; Vhite-crowned Sparrow, 40 (est.); White-throated Sparrow, 16; Swamp
Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 20. Total, 35 species; about 1504 individuals.
(Seen in erea during count period: Black Vulture, 3; Sparrow Havwk, 2; Hairy
Woodpecker, 2; Brown Creeper, l; Purple Fineh, 1). - Samuel B. Cuss, David
Guss, Robert Giles, EZrnest IEdwords, Gertrude Prior.

: An interesting feature in connection with cur observance of the
Pileated was the fact thet the bird clung to the trunk of an oak tree and
turned its head backward to bite off berries of a poison ivy vine growing
up a sapling beside the oak. EGP.

~==000~~~

Danville, Va. (Danville Airport area to Dan River, Country Club
area to Wimbush, Ballou Park. Open fieslds, 50%, bottomland woods 35%, up-
land woods 10%, lakeside 50.) Dec. 27, 10 a.m. to 4:3C p.m. Overccst in
morning, clesring around 12; wind 5-25 m.p.h.; temp. 34° to 46 , Total
hours, 6 (1 by car, 5 on foot}. Black Duck, 3; Ring-necked Duck, 5; Turkey
Vulture, 9; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Killdeer, 2; Flicker, 3; Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 1; Phoebe, 1; Horned Lark, 13; Crow, 16;
Carolina Chickadee, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 3; Winter Uren 1; Carolina Vren, 3;
Mockingbird, 4; Bluebird, 13; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 7; Starling, 65;
English Sparrow, 21; Meadowlark, 10; Cardinal, 6; Goldfinch, 8; Towhee, 6;
Savannah Sparrow, l; Field Sparrow, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 67; White-
throated Sparrow, 51; Swamp Sparrov, 1l; Song Sparrov, 10. Total species, 30;
individuals, 328. - Robert Eggleston, Royster Lyle, Jr.

S, .

Shenandoah National Park, Va. (7% mile radius centering on Skvland
and including Park Hq. area, U.S. Rt. 211 from west Park boundary to Thornton
Gap area, Skyline Drive to Big leadoms, Rapidan Road to Hoover Cemp, and the
Limberlost srea; deciduous woods 60ﬁ, semi-open fields and old house sites
250, hemlock woods 10%, pine woods 5%). - Dec. 26, 7:10 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Clear; temp. 30° to 409 ; wind SW, 0-8 m.peh.; ground bare. Threec observers
in 1-3 parties. Total party-hours, 9%—(5% on foot, 4 by car); total party-
miles, 87% (3% on foot, 84 by car). Turkey Vulture, 43; Black Vulture, 4;
Red-toiled Havwk, 2; Ruffed Grouse, 1; Tilson's Snipe, 1 (P.G.F.); Dovny
Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 6; Raven, 5; Crow, 28; Caroline Chickadee, 11;
Tufted Titmouse, 9; Red-breasted Nuthateh, 1; 7inter “ren, 1; Carolina 7ren,
4; Mockingbird, 3; Americsn Robin, 3; Hermit Thrush, 3; Golden-crovmed King-
let, 9; Cedar Waxwing, 2; Common Starling, 9; Myrtle Warbler, 2; House
Sparrow, 16; Cardinal, 14; Purple Finch, 31; Pine Siskin, 9; American Cold-
finch, 25; Slate-colored Junco, 55; Field Sparrow, 7; White-throated
Sparrow, 32; Song Sparrow, 3: Total, 30 species, 342 individuals. =
Paul G. Favour, Jr. (compiler), James E. Liles, Maurice Sullivan.

T -
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Harrisonburg, Va. (Waterusan Wood to Tide Spring, a total distance
of twelve miles including osk-hickory-ceder-pine woodlot 60%, oak-hickory
woodlot 10%, a small village bordering college campus 10%, cedar-pine waste~
land 8%, pasture field and fence rows 15%). Small pond in oak-hickory
woodlot. Ground saturated due to previous rains. Dec. 24, B:18 a.m. to
4:15 p.m. At beginning the sky was clear with a few cirro-nimbus clouds,
also o low fog; terp. 370; mild southeast wind; noon, sky same as beginning,
no fog; temp. 55° ; mild southsast wind; close, sky clear with few cirro-
stratus clouds; temp. 48° ; mild southeast wind. Two observers working to-
gether within calling distance. Total hours, 73 on foot; total miles,24.
Turkey Vulture, 51; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Bob=-white, 15; Mourning Dove, 12; Red-
headed Woodpecker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Dovmy Woodpecker, 4; Blue Jay, 5;
Crow, 35; Carolina Chickadee, 19; Tufted Titmouse, 27; White=brsasted
Nuthateh, 2; Brown Creeper, 1l; Carolina Wren, 9; Mockingbird, 19;
Golden-cromed Kinglet, 7; Starling, 34; House Sparrow, 122; Cardinal, 32;
Purple Finch, 3; Goldfinech, 72; Towhee, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 94; Tree
Sparrow, 34; Field Sparrow, @¢; Fhite-throated Sparrov, 12; Song Sparrow, 2.
Total, 27 species; 626 individuals. - Daniel B. Suter, D. Ralph Hostetter.

R, W

Lexington, Va. (scme area as in previous years, including lower
slopes of White Roek Mountain; open pasture, ozk woods, ceder thickets,
serub, three ponds). Dec. 23, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., one hour at noon). Cloudy;
temp. 40° to 420 ; no snow, ponds and river open; practically no wind.
Observers in three parties. Total party-hours, 27 (3 by car, 24 on foot);
totcl party-miles, 104 (80 by car, 24 on foot). Pied-billed Grebe, 2; Great
Blue Heron, l; Black Duck, 8; Mallard, &; Ring-necked Duck, 1; Turkey Vulture,
12; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 5; Bob-white, 6;
Killdeer, 1; Woodcock, 1; Tilson's Shipe, 4; Mourning Dove, 10; Screech
Owl, 4; Kingfisher, 2; Flicker, 11; Pileated Woodpecker, 92; Red-bellied
Yoodpecker, 7; Red-headed Woodpecker, 3; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 3; Hoiry
ioodpecker, 1; Downy “oodpecker, 21; Phoebe, 3; Horned Lark, 14; Blue Jay,
23; Raven, 2; Crow, 443; Carolina Chickadee, 83; Appalachian Chickadee, 2;
Tufted Titmouse, 24; Vhite-breasted Muthateh, 9; Brown Creecper, 2; House
Wren, 1; Tinter “ren, 3; Carolina Viren, 26; Mockingbird, 29; Bluebird, 20;
Heri:it Thrush, 3; Golden-cro-med Kinglet, 17; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1;

Cedor Voxwing, 16; Migrant Shrike, 5; Starling, 539; Myrtle Warbler, 26;
English Sparrow, 77; lieadowlark, 31; Rusty Blackbird, 1; Cardinsl, 148;

Furple Finch, 7; Goldfinch, 75; Towhee, 2; Junco, 268; Tree Sparrow, 51;
Field Sparrow, 40; White-crowned Sparrow, 15; vhite-throated Sparrow, 150;
Song Sparrow, 49. Total species, 58; individuals, 2329. (The House Wren

is a first winter record for the Valley, although there is one for Blacks-
burg. A Canada Goose was seen in the area on Dec, 22.) - R.,P. Carroll,

Jack Lackmann, David Foster, Brooke Mallory,Jr., J.J. Murray, J.J. Murrey,Jr,,
Robert 0. Paxton, Jan V. Owen.

===000=~~

Roanocke, Va. Territory same as in past years except Bennett
Springs. Dec. 27, 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.me Cleap; foirly high wind; temp.
in upper 40's. lMallard, 1; Black Duck, 16; Green-winged Teal, 2: Redhead
Duck, 1; Turkey Vulture, 6; Black Vulture, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Bald Zagle,
1; Bob-white, 22; Coot, 12; Killdeer, 1l; Mourning Dove, 9; Screech Owl, 1;
Flicker, 2; Downy Woodpscker, 3; Yellow-bellied Bapsucker, 1; Blue Jay, 3;
Crow, 8; Chickadee, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 2; 'hite-breasted Nuthatch, 1;
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Carolina Wren, 1; lockingbird, 5; Bluebird, 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3;
Shrike, 1; Starling, 250 (est.); Meadowlark, 2; Cardinal, 8; Goldfinch, 2;
Thite-crowned Sparrow, &; White~throated Sparrow, 8; Song Sparrow, 6:
Junco, 25 (est.); inglish Sparrow, 6; Total species, 35; individuals, 423,
(A flock of 350-500 ducks was observed at Carvins Cove. Mallard snd Bl ck
Ducks were identified in the flock.) = A.0. English, Dr. Perry Kendig.

===000==~

Abingdon, Va. (area same as last year; farmland and pastures 30%,

deciduous woodland 15%, mixed pine and deciduous woodland 20p, marsh and
creek bottoms 207%, lake 15%). Dec. 27, 6:45 a.m. to 5:50 Dalie Cloudy,
clearing in afternoon; temp. 260 to 380 ; wind SW to W, 5-20 m.p.h. Lake
and streams feee of ice, no snow, marshes partially frozen. One observer.
Total hours, 10% (Qﬁ-on foot, %& by car); totalmiles, 16 (9 on foot, 7 by
car). Pied-billed Grebe, 2; Gres%t Blue Heron, 1; Mallard, 29; Hooded
Merganser, 3; Turkey Vulture, 50; Black Vulture, 21; COOer s Hawk, 1;
Sparrow Hawk, 3; Sora, 1 (heard in a cattail marbh wlere it has been seen
several times in previous qutars); Killdeer, 13; Wilson's Snipe, 1;
Mourning Dove, 33; Screech Owl, 1; Horned Qwl, 1; Barred Owl, l; Belted
Kingfisher, 1; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 7; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Red-
bellied Woodpecker, 1; Downy aood“echer 3; Phosbe, 2; Horned lurk e
Blue Jay, 11; Crow, 35; Carolins bhlﬂkadee 29; mufted Titmouse, ll thite-
breasted Pu*h 7o nlm it Garollrﬁ Woan, 20: mockingbird, 7; Bastern Bluebird, 10;
Golden-crowned hingl@t 2; Skrike, 1 Starling, 3900 (37004100, 200); House
Sparrow, 44; Eastern Meadowlark, 10; Red-winged Bleckbird, 30; Cardinal, 28;
Goldfinch, 33, Towhee, 2; Junco, 7d, Field Sparrow, 65; White=-crowned
Sparrow, 2; Swamp Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 43. Total, 44 species; about
4560 individuals. - Stephen M. Russell.

==-000---

Mt. Rogers, Va. (area same as last two years; elevation range
4400 to 5719 - Tha: deciduous Torest 46N, grassy fields 32%, sprucesfir
forest 28%. Dec. 88 6:45 a.mu. to 5:10 p.m. Clear; temp. 119 to 26° ;
wind NW to ¥, o-12 m.p.h. no snow below 5200 ft., about 3 ine hard crusted
snow on top streams psrtid ly frozen over. Two observers in 2 parties.
Total party-hours, 19% (all on foot), total party-miles, 25 {on foot).
Ruffed Grouse, 18; hairy Woodpecker, 7; Downy Woodpﬁcrer 1 ; Raven, 4
Crow, 7; Chlckpcpe (sp.), 6; Tufted thmouse 6; White-breaste& Nuthatch, 5;
Red- DTLBStEd Nuthateh 36; obin 1; Golden- crowned.Kﬁntlet, 2; Purple
Fineh, 27; Pine Siskin, 68 Goldfinch 1; Red Crossbill, 1; Slate-colored
Junco, 33%; Snow Buntlnv 2- (pair ooservad closely in rockf grassy field at
5100 ft. on Briar Ridge, large amount of white in wings and typical call
note weres noted b~ observer f: miliar with species - S.M.R.). Total, 17
species; 236 individuals. - Fred 7. Behrend, Stephen M. Russell.

S,
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NOTES ON BIRDS AROUND FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA
By John W. Taylor

Pied-billed Grebe. As in the rest of the state. The only except=
ional record is that of a pair that spent the latter part of the summer of
1948 from early August to September on the Shenandoah River,

Double-crested Cormorant. One bird observed the week of May 29, 1949,
along the Shenandoah.

Great Blue Heron. Regular permanent resident.

Americen Common Fgret. Common during the months of July, fugust,
September,

Little Blue Heron. Common, perhaps more so than the Egret, during
ghe late summer months.

Fastern Green Heron, Common to abundant summer resident.

American Black-crowned Night Heron. Regular visitor in summer, most
of the birds being in the immature plumage.

Yellow-crowned Night Heron. One observed May 29, 1949, near Riverton.

Blue-winged Teal. Common migrant in spring and fall, Several,
September 8, 1950,

Viood Duck. Abundant breeder. Young birds seen from the second week
of May.

American Merganser. One fine male on June 14, 1947, apparently in
healthy condition.

Turkey Vulture. 4s in the rest of the state.

Black Vulture. Infrequently, but more increasingly noticed in the
area,

Sharp-shinned Hawk. Seen only during the fall migration.

Cooper's Hawk. Common in migration, and nests also, since a pair
of birds were present in two summers.

Fastern Red-tailed Hawk. Common in migration and fairly common breeder,
Northern Broad-winged Havk. MAbundsnt during fsll migration flights

and common in spring movercnis. Birds scen in July and fugust indicate that

it breceds, although they may have been early migrants.

Southern Bald Zagle. One passed down the river on September 4, 1950,

American Osprey. Secn regularly throughout the summer months,
although no evidence of breccding.

Northern Sparrow Hawk. Fairly common residcnt.
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Ruffed Grouse, Recorded regularly in the wilder sections of the areas
Eastern Bob-white. As in the rest of the state.

Northern Virginia Rail. One seen, May 20, 1949, in river-bank tangles.
Florida Gallinule. One seen May 29, 1949.

American Coot. Migrant. Two seen November 9, 1947,

Killdeer. Common breeding bird, probably occurring in the winter,
also.

Spotted Sandpiper. Common summer resident.
Eastern Solitary Sandpiper. Uncommon migrant in July, August.

American Herring Gull. Seen twice in late summer, migrating down
the river; dates lost.

Eastern Mourning Dove., Common in summer, somewhat lsss so in winters
Eastern Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Common summer resident.

Black-billed Cuckoo. Rare in summer., Definitely less common than
the Yellow-bill. More apt to be seen in migration than in summer.

FEastern Screech Owl, Fairly common summer resident.
Eastern Horned Owl. Fairly common resident.

Fastern VWhip-poor-will. TFormerly more common thath at present. Now
only fairly common; once common to abundant.

Nighthawk. Breeds in town nearby. Flocks of up to 50 seen in
August and carly September.

Chimney Swift. Common to abundent summer resident.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Common summer resident.

Fastern Belted Kingfisher. Fairly common summer resident. Sometimes
seen in winter.

Yellow-shafted Flicker. Seen at all seasons, but is only common in
migrationse..

Pileated Vioodpeckere Fairly common breeding bird where there is
sufficient timber. Seen more frequently and in less deep woods during the
winter months.

Eastern Hairy Voodpecker. Uncommon permenent rcsident.

Northern Downy Woodpccker. Common resident throughout the year.

Kastern Kingbird. Very common brcedcr.
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Northern Crested Flyecateher. Uncommon summer rcsident.

Eastern Phogbe. Cormmon nesting species, occurring well into the
fall, oftcn until Novembor,.

ILcast Flycatcher. Fairly common transicnt. (Foll)
Eastern Wood Powee. Vory common summer residcente
Horned Lark. (sp.?) Ocessionel winter visitor.

Common Pank Swallow. Fairly common summer rcsidcnt, though no
nesting site has been discovered.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow. Common summcr resident.
American Barn Swyallow. 4As in the rest of the state., A common brcedcore.

Bastern Cliff Swallow. Nesting in 1951 and 1952, beneath a bridge
spanning a strcam about two milos cast of Riverton.

Northern Purplc Martin. No nesting birds in immediatc vicinity,
Several in other valley tomms.
permanent
Northern Bluc Jay. Regulsr, but not very common/rcsident.

Northorn Common Raven. NNoted on Massenutten Mountain, ncar Stras-
burg, in summer, 1952.

Southern Common Crowe. &s in thc rest of tho statc.
Northern Carolina Chickadce. Common permenent residont.
Tufted Titmousc. Fzirlvy common resident.

Fastern White-brecasted Nuthatch. Commion mesting species. Regular
in the winter.

Red-breasted Nuthatech. Irrcguler winter visitor.
House Wren. (Probebly Chio Housc ¥Wrcn). Common summer resident.
Eastern Wintcr Wren. Regular vinter visitor.

Bewick's Wren. No definite nesting evidence, but a few birds have
been scen during the nesting months.

Northern Carolina Wren. 4As in the rest of the gtate.

Zastern Mockingbird. Common summer rcsident in nearby tomns.
Catbird. Common to abundant ncsting species.

Eastcrn Brown Thrashcr. Fairly common summer rcsidcnt.

Southern Robin. As in the rest of the state.
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Wood Thrush., Common breeding species.
Zastern Common Bluebird. Common in summer, less so in winter.

Fastern Blue-Gray Gnateatcher. A very common breeder in areas near
the river, consisting chiefly of locust, chestnut, scrubosk, and Virginia pine.

Eastern Golden-crowned Kinglet., Winter visitor, fuirly common to
common.

Cedar Waxwing. Common nesting species, morz common in summer than
in winter.

Migrant Shrike. Fairly common in summer. Uinter status idnknown.
Common Starling. As in the rest of the state.

Northern Vhite-eyed Vireo. Seen only once in the summer, but is
perhaps more common.

Yellow-throated Vireo. Regular, but not common, summer resident.

Mountain Solitary Virec. Seen at a little over 1000 feet zlong
slope of Massanutten Mountain, July 1952.

Red-eyed VieBo. As in the rest of the state,

Warbling Vireo. One record, in fugust; probably a migrant.,
Black and "hite Viarbler, Common summer resident.

Parula Varbler. Feirly common in summer.

Eastern Yellow Warbler. Comnon to abundent summer resident.

Magnolia Warbler. Common transient, but lack of observation results
in September records only.

Eastern Myrtle Warbler. One record in November indicates that it is
a regular winter visitor. (Only two or three field trips during the winter
months.)

Norbhern Pine Warbler. Common summer resident in suitable habitat.

Northern Prairie Warbler., Fairly common summer resident.

Eesteorn Ovenbird. Common summer resident.

Louisiana Watcrthrush. Fairly common slong the river and its
tributary crecks during the summer.

Maryland Yellow-throat. Common summer recsident.
Bastern Yellow-breasted Chat. Common summer residont.

fmerican Redstart. Common to abundant sumner residente.
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Zuropean House Sparrow. As in the rest of the state.

Bastern Common Meadowlark. Common resident, perhaps less so in
winter than in summer,

Eastern Redwing.  Common to abundant summer resident. Winter status
unknown.

Orchard Oriole. Very common summer resident.

Baltimore Oriole., Rather common summer resident, but not so common
as the preceding species.

Purple Crow Blackbird. Fairly common in summer, but the flocks
that gather in late summer attest to its abundance as a breeding bird, since
they do not appear to be migrating birds. More common in migrations.

Eastern Common Cowbird. Resident in summer. Have seen young binds
being fed by Indigo Bunting and Yellow Warbler.

Scarlet Tanager. Common summer resident. The two tanagers appear
to be about equally as common in the area, often in the szme woods.

Eastern Summer Tanager. Common in summer. Latest record, Septenber
12. Nests in same woods as the Scarlet, but also frequents open scrub osk
and pine arezs were that bird is not seen.

Eastern Cardinal. As in the rest of the state. Common to abundant
resident.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Seen several times on fall migrations.
Indigo Bunting, Very abundant summer resident.

Pine Siskin. Recorded in November (9] on one of the few winter
trips made to the area.

Eastern Goldfinch. Common in summer. Also seen regularly in winter.

Red-eved Towhee. Common to abundant summer resident. Less common,
even rare, at other scasons.

Grasshopper Sparrow. Fairly common summer resident.
Vesper Sparrow. Feirly common summer resident,.

Eastern Lark Sparrow. Seen tuvice on the same dute. July 4 in 1947,
1948. Probably it occurs more frequently than noticed.

Slate=-colored Junco. Common to abundant in winter.

Zastern Chipping Sparrow. Common to obundant summer resident around
open arease '
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Song Sparrow. Cormon to acbundant in summer. Winters, but general
stotus dairing winter months unknomm.

-- 8t. Mary's Seminory
600 N. Paca Strect
Baltimore, Marylend

(Thesc notes are of special interest, since we have so few records from the
lower Shenandozh Valley. - Editor)

win o DB we

KITTIWAKE ADDED TO THE VIBGINIA LIST
By M¥rs. Floy 0. Burford

On January 3, 1953, my son, Cooper Bsrefield and }Mr. Burford were
fishing in Broad Bay (near Lynnhaven Inlet) when they noticed a small CGull
that wag unable to fly. Cooper caught the bird and brought it home, thinking
it was/Bonasparte's Gull beczuse of its size. I identified the bird =s an
Immature Xittiwake and called W.F. Rouhtrey and F.C. Richardson who verified
my identification. We tried to feed the bird but it refused to eat and the
next morning it was dead. I could find no outwardly cseuse for its deeth.

I understand that sbout three wekks lster, Mr. E.K. Slozne of
Norfolk, found another immature Kittiweke deed on the beach near Back Bay
Wildlife Refuge. We have both birds in a deep freezer and they will be
mounted for the museum.

This specics is a new record for Princess Anne County and, I believe,
a new record for the State.

-~ Norfolk, Virginia
===000===

BLUE GOQSE NEAR DAYTON
By D. Relph Hostetter

Since last fzll a Blue Goosec has made itself at home with the
domesticated ducks and gocsc on the form of Amos Coffman, about six miles
east of Deyton, Virginie. Somo time ago, Mr. Coffrman mentioned that a
strange bird was associating with his ducks and geese on his farm pond. He
described the bird and I was fairly certcin that it wos an immoture specimen.
Very recently he noticed that the bird wos changing color, bscoming white
ebout the head. On Saturdoy, Mareh 14, o group of students and I went to the
pond and immediately identificd the bird ns rn immaturc Blue Goose assuming
the adult plumrge. It is very trme; Mr, Coffmrn fed it corn with the other
ducks and gecse; we were vithin cight fect of thc goose.

A female 0ld Squrw was reported on Silver Loke ot Dayton on Sundoy,
Merch 15, but I did not scc it. It left with » flock of Pintails just before
my arrival et the lako,
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LAPLAND LONGSPURS IN BACK BAY REGION, PRINCESS ANNE COUNTY
By Mrs. Floy C. Burford

On Sundny eftcrnoon, Merch 8, 1953 (o very colé day with snow
flurrics), 35 of the cbovc snceics were obscerved by the writer ond my son,
Coopcr, rnd Mr. Burford. Tho Longspurs were first noticed rs they scttled
in » plowed ficld just cmst of the Tebernacle Methodist Chureh, necr the
Amoricon Lotus Fond. I hecstd their frmilinry "rattle" os they settled dowm
on the ficld, ond wes ablec to obscrve them feoeding within 15 feet. They
sccmed oblivious to our wotehing them, mnd woere reluctaont to fly when I
flushed them to obscrve the teil pattern ond to liston ngrin to their "rattlce”
as they scttled n short distrnee from us.

I hnve obscrved those birds ench year ot Memphis, Tennesscc, Tor the
past eight yerrs and cm quite familiny =with them. I hoave checked cvery floek
of Pipits ~nd Horned Lorks this yenr, hoping to find the Longspurs but ne
luck until lsst Sundey, bMrrech 8,

sbout on hour lrter, on our return from Sandbridge - we stopped nt
the seme field ~nd wrtched them for cbout 15 minutes ot closc renge with
7x50 and 10x50 binoculars.

Upon recching home, I immedi-tely cclled Mr. Rountrey to go sce the
birds rnd collect one il possible = he rorched the ficld very lote nnd wes
un~ble to loente thume However, wo arce still hopoful for n spceimen,

Lester Wrlsh obscrved one of these birds rt Brek Bey on Jrmuery 2,
1949, ond other obscrv-tions h~ve boen noted in vrrious prrts of the stote
(Virginin Check-list). I boliceve this to be the sceond rceord in this county.

108 Lrke Terrccc Cl.
Norfolk 2, Virginino

N -

4 STRANGE FUMYINGBIRD IN NORTH/MPTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA
By Jfrthur B. Fuller

On November 30, 1952, I wrs astonished to sce a Hummingbird oround
onc of my sbelis shrubs in our yard ot Jemesville, and espeeially os we were
heving & cold spell with temperaturc well bolow freezing ths night before,
290T., There wns r cold N.¥W, =ind bloving, bright sun ond 400F ot 2:30 P.M.
Sundry. Our plnec is shcltered by o leorge Pine grove nnd a few foct from
the abclic o pyreeonthe losded with bright ornnge berrics.

On getting within » fov feet I noticed thet the bird vwos distinetly
brovmish and =t 25 ft. when back to me the sprend tail was ~bout the color
of dry pine nccdlcs and only slightly tipped with whites Peil not forked -~nd
rother short. The brek showed incrersing rufous townrd the tail rnd only
slightly washed or flecked with grecnish towerd hond. The front view shoved.
a very indistinet grayish collar; brenst whitish; bill not conspiéuous. Vhen
tho bird wns perchcd it lookod pralo brownish in gencral color. It was rother
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nervous and wary. The bird was quite unlike our Ruby-throat .end I can only
identify it as a Rufous Hummingbird.

-~ Jamesville, Northampton County
Virginia

===000==w

THE 1952 SPRING SELSON IN VIRGINI..
By F.R. Scott

(For those interested in the source of the records appearing in
this scries of articles, most of the records are forwarded to this writer by
Dr. JeoJ. Murray after he has prepared his column of the Middle .tlantic
States (with Julian K. Potter) in Judubon Field Notes. Other records are
faken from the .Lppclachiaon Region by Maurice Brooks in the same mogazine.

(The itlantic Naturalist, published by the lLudubon Society of the
Distriet of Columbia, always has mch material from northern Virginia ond the
Zastern Shore. Very often, hovwever, the observers are not mentioned, even for
some 8f the more unusual rccords, and for more detoils on particular records
readers are urged to contact the Statisticcl Records Committec of the Society,
Box 202, Benjrmin Franklin Stetion, iWaoshington 4, D.C.

(The Migrant, published by the Tennessce Ornithologiceal Socicty,
often contains records from southwest Virginia, sinece therc is a chapter of
this Society at Bristol.

(Obscrvers living west of the Blue Ridge who report quarterly to
Meaurice Brooks rre urged to scnd this writer a carbon copy of their reports.?

The weather was generally warmer than usurl, espeeially in Lpril,
vhilc precipitotion for the period wns some 40% over normal (Neotionnl Lirport
datn) e 4n cbnormel number of carly tronsicnts were reported, which might
indicnte birds that had wintcred north of their usucl ronge. The preceding
winter morked the fourth successive one that was cbove normanl in temperature,

Loons to inhinga. . Common Loon wos present on o small fish pond
At Narunn, Campbell County, Mey 19-21 (Berths Danicl). R.J, Boosley nnd
Rel. Glassel reported 10 Red-throated Loons nt Senford, York County, on
Moreh 10, The only inlend rccord of this spccies was one nt Henley's Loke,
lbemarle County, on Moy 29 (C.E. Stevens, R.J. Wotson). 4 flock of Gonnets
scen from the western shore of the Chesapenke Bey on Mrrch 23 (Northumberlaond
County) is nn unusuzl rccord from the Northern Neck. Lock of records mey be
due, however, to lnck of ficld vork in thet region. The outstending rocord
of the season was n femnle /nhingn nt Stumpy Lokc, Norfolk, on Mry 5 (W.F.
Rountrey), the third sntisfoctory sight record for the strte.

Herons to Ducks. The Snowy Egret thrt rppernred at Hermpton on
February 6 remcined until Lpril 9 (Becsley, Mrse L. Mrchen). The D.C. .udubon
Society recorded 31 Snowy Egrets ~t Chincotengue and Wechaprengue on Moy 10
(2 porties of the annunl spring ccnsus).
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Four Vhistling Swans were found at Alexandria on March 22, Tlere
was a good duck flight at Lexington, including a male Gadwall, March 10-17
(ToJ. Murray). C.C. Steirly found a pair of Blue-winged Teal with 3 young
near Weverly, Sussex County, on May 4. This seems to be the first breeding
record for the state away from the immediate vicinity of the ocean. The
maximum count for this species at Grandview, Hampton, was 46 on liarch 29
(Beasley). A Buropean Widgeon at 01d@ Point Comfort on March 1 was especially
notable (S. Mitchell and others). Three Shovellers remained at Grandview
from March 15 to April 9 (Beasley). A very late Canvas-back was seen at
Alexandria on May 24, and a late Ruddy Duck at New Alexsndria on May 10.

Hawks. An early Broad-winged Hawk was found at Pine Ridge on Merch
31 and = lote Rough-legged Hawk at Erlington, April 18 (Mary L. Kerr).
Beusley reported a Duck Hawk at Newport News on March 1, and there were two
records of Pigeon Havks away from the coast, one at Arlington on May 10 and
another at New Alexandria or May 12. Both of these dates seem to be much
later than usual.

Shorebirds. J.H. Grey found 11 OQystercatchers at Cobbs Island on
March 11, a very early daote. A Golden Plover was seen at Chincoteggue on
May 10 (Miss Dorry Loesges, E.T. McKnight, and others) and May 11 (Mr. & Mrs.
E.A. Pover). This scems to be the first spring recofd for Virginia,
Hudsonian Curlews continue to be seen in large numbers on the Hastern Shore;
the D.C. Audubon Society trip on May 10 found 272 at Chincoteague and
Wachapreague. 4n egrly Uplond Sandpiper was reported at McLean, near
2lexandric, on MNarch 26 (R.R. Kerr, J. Terborgh, and others), ond a very
early Solitary Sandpiper at Plymovth Haven, also near .lexandria, on March 23
(J.M. Lbbott). JT.R. Sydnor and others found a Spotted Scndpiper in Whiteoak
Canyon, Shenandoch National Park, on May 24, apparently the first Park
record for the species. A Pectoral Sandpiper at Four-Milc Run, nercr Alexandria,
on l.erch 30 (J. Terborgh) was quite carly. The following records of hite-
rumped Scndpipers werce reportced: 1 2t Chincogesgue oyf May 10; 3 on Jomes
River in Buckingham County, May 16 (Stevens); and 1 at Alexendria on May 31.
J.K. Merritt found a Red-backed Sandpiper ot Alexandric on April 20, an
unusual inlesnd record.

Jaeger to Auks. R... Sieder saw ¢ Parasitic Joeger from the
Kiptopeke Ferry on Mey 7. Since the dotes of occurrcence in Virginizo of the
Breat Bleck-brcked Gull do not scem to be well defined, it moy be of interest
to record the rcport of onc at Wachapreaguec on Mry 10. This was definitely
o "gull"™ spring ot Lexington (Murray). Ring-billed Gulls were seen on ipril
24 and 26, and 2 Loughing Gull on Mrreh 11, the first rccord for fhe Grent
Valley. Bonapartce's Gulls were secn on [pril 26 and Mey 1-4. A Common Tern
was found on Moy 20 (R.O. Poxton) ond Blnck Ternms in full breeding plumcge on
Mey 11 ond 19. Elsevhere, 5 Forster's Terns werc secen ot Newport News on
Mrrch 12 (Grey) ~nd 36 =t the scme place on lirreh 20 {Classel). The only
report of a Caspi-m Tern awey fram the corst was one nt Dyke on Jpril 19
(P... DuMont). Black Terns werc found in Llbemnrlc County on Mcy 7 (Stevens),
necr Newport News on Mey 7 (Beaslsy) and -t New .lcxendria on Mry 10. A
"few" dend Razor-billed Juks werc found along the beach nt Back Bay, Morch
21-22 (J.E. Porkins). No livc birds werc scen.

Passcrine Birds. 4 Ycellow-bellied Flycotcher was reported at
Arlington on Mey 30 (L. Griffin). There were 5 reports of Traill's Fly-
catchers about Alexandria, Arlington and Pine Ridge, lMay 22-21, and one seen
at Big lieadows, Shenzndoah National Park, on May 24 (Favour). Olive-sided
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Flycatchers were reported in Shenandosh National Park on May 10 (I.C. and C.M,
Hoover) and at Arlington on lMey 17. Swallows at Lexington on Merch 24
included Tree, Rough-winged and Barn, the earliest local arrival date for all
three. Two Bewick's Wrens were seen at Arlington on March 18 (E. Knudson)

and another on May 8. Short-billed l'arsh Wrens remained in Albemarle County
until June 2, but apparently did not nest (Stevens). Late thrushes at
Arlington included a Hermit on May 14 and a Gray=-cheeked on May 28 and June 2.
There was an unusual number of Philadelphia Vireos at Charlottesville between
May 9 and 21 (Mrs. Hewson Michie and others). Blue-winged Warblers were noted
on five cccasions totalling 7 birds at Arlington and Alexandria April 29 to
Poy 6. Murray had & Tennesses Warbler at Lexington on May 16, the fourth
local spring record. A Connecticut Warbler at Abingdon (S.M. Russell - date?)
and a Mourning Warbler at Lebanon on Mey 10 (Helen M. Runkel, K.L. Trever) were
noteworthy.

Four Dickcissels were found at Pine Ridege on Moy 10, the first
Virginia rccord reported for two yveurse. DIvening Grosbeaks seemed to increase
in numbers somevhat in April, and were last seen zt Blacksburg on Mey 14 and
at Waynesboro and Arlington on Mcy 2le During this invagion a total of 682
were banded in the Arlington region. After only a few winter rcports Fine
Siskins inceressed in May, being prescnt at Charlottesville until Moy 21
(Stevens). In Shenandoah Nationnl Purk they were last seen on May 24 (Beasley
and Favour) with a moximum of 52 on May 10 (I.C. ond C.M, Hoover). White-
crovned Sparrovws vere noted on five occasions in and near Arlington, the
latest date being May 23. The meximum was 5 on May 8 (Terborgh). Lincoln's
Sparrows were reported at Alexendria and Four-Mile Run on May 10, and at New
AMexandria (2 birds) on lMay 12.

== Richmond, Virginia

o--rann—q-

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S FILES

The Society was grieved to learn of the death of Mrs. Alexander
Wetmore. An expression of sympathy, in the name of the Society, was sent to
Dr. VWetmore.

Our Treasurer, V. Edwin Miller, has informed me of various donations
that have been made to the Virginia Society of Ornithology. These gifts are
greatly appreciated and it is very thoughtful of the donors to remember the
Socie ty. Our membership dues zre lov and it may not be wise to raise them,
especially so if the membership can help by contributions occasionally or
regularly. Something to think about!

Spring calls us to the field. We are mindful of the seversl trips
being planned Tor the Soeciety in the interest of bird study and fellowship.
May we allow nothing to interfere with our attendance at the Annuzl Meeting
in Arlington in May. The Blue Ridge trip in June, under the sponsorship of
Mr. Paul G. Favour,Jr., should appesl to many. Considerable interest was
expressed in a trip to Eastern Shore again this summer. MNony members, myself
inecluded, have never participated in this tripe. By meil the Ixecutive Com-
mittee unanimously agreed to plen for such trip, probably in August. It was
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suggested that the committee consider the area about Wachapreague or Chinco-
teague for this summer's trip. The committee which is charged with the
responsibility for meking the decision and plans consists of Charles C. Steirly,
Chairman, John H. Grey, Ray Beasley. I note that Mrs. Smith in her article =
THE HAMPTON ROADS BIRD CLUB - comments on the VSO field trips to the effect

that they provide a "definite stimulant for interest". We all need this twpe
of stimilation and a growing membership will logically be the result. 'There
there 1s activity there is interest and growth.

The National Audubon Society is conduecting three Audubon Camps this
summer, one in each of these states - Maine, Connecticut and California. The
very attractively illustratcd folder gives information relative to location,
opportunitics, enrollment, cost,daily and special features. FEach camp offers
a choicc of five two-week periods. Some VSO members may wish to make onc of
these cemps a part of their summer vacation. If interested, write to National
Audubon Secicty, 1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, for descriptive folder.

I am sorry thot the datc of our annual meeting conflicts with the
mecting of the Virginia Academy of Scionce., I am confident that some members
are compellcd to decide between the two meetings. It is very difficult to
seclect a date which will not conflict with some college May-day activity, the
Virginia Academy meeting, and the best "show" on the part of the hirds. In the
future we will try to do better.

There will be a meeting of the Executive Committee on May 8 prior to
the afterncon progrem. Members of the Executive Committee will receive notice
of time and place of meeting in the near future. Members who have a suggest-
ion to offer or some matter of business that your Executive Committee should
consider, should contact personally or by mail one of the Ixecutive Committee
members before April 20. For your convenience, Dr. Florence Hague has sent
me a list of Executive Committee members and the Chairmen of the Standing
Commi ttees:

President: Dr. D. Ralph Hostetter
Vice-Presgident: Mr., Jack E. Perkins

Secretary: Dr. Florence Hugue

Treasurer: ¥Mr. W. Edwin Miller

Editor-THE RAVEN: Dr. J.J. Murray

Publicity-THE RAVEN: Miss Gertrude Prior

Executive President: Mr. James Eike

Chairmen of Standing Committees:
Membership: Mrs. Colgate W. Darden
Publicity: Mr. R.J. Viatson

Conservation: Mr. 7.F. Rountrey

Members at Large:

1953 1954 1955
Dr, William B. McIlwzine Mrs. A.H, Michie Mr. Charles C. Steirly
Mr. R.J. Watson Mr. Charles E. Stevens,Jr, Mr, Paul G. Favour
Mr. Frederic R. Scott Mr. Royster Lyle, Jr. Mr, V.. Rountrey

~- Do Ralph Hostetter
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PLANS FOR THE 1953 ANNUAL MEETING
LRLINGTON, VIRGINIA ~ PINE RIDGE, FATRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINILA
MAY 8 and 9, 1953

The 20th /fnnual Meeting will be held on Friday and Saturday
May 8 and 9, 1953. The Friday afternoon and evening sessions will be held
in the auditorium of the Hecht Compahy store (second floor) in Arlington.
The afternoon meeting will begin at 2;00 P.M. and will consist of papers,
talks and pictures. The Lnnual Dinner will be held at 6:00 P.M. in the Hecht
Company ($1.10 to $1.80, tips included) after which members and guests will
reconvene in the fuditorium. There will be a popular meeting with speakers
and other items of interest, terminating at 9:30 P.M.

(The Hecht Company store is located at Glebe Road (State Route 120)
and Wilson Boulevard, Lrlington. Coming in on Lee Highway thromgh Falls
Church (U.S. 29-211) proceed on this route to Glebe Road (120): turn RIGHT,
¢nd in about a mile Hecht Company will loom up before you. Coming in on
irlington Boulevard (U.S. 50) you will turn LEFT when you reach Glebe Road
(120); likewise, if you come in on U.S. l. Take the ramp to the second
ffloor parking level.)

A e

Saturday morning 6:45 /Breakfast at Howard Johnson's at Feairfax
Circle (U.S. 50-29-211). Lfter breakfast the Bird Walk will begin from the
home of Mr. & Mrs. Richard H., Rule. 4s an added attraction to the Pine
Ridge Bird walk, Mrs. M.B. Peacock, a neighbor of the Rule family, who has
a bird-bsnding station, will remain at home dmring the walk, and put out her
nets, and vhen the Pine Ridge Bird Valk is completed and all members return
to starting point we will go to Mrs. Peacock's house to observe her catch.
Later we will visit the home of Mr. Arthur H. Fast to see bird- banding,
using a variety of traps,

Lunch will be served 2t a local church, after which, if time
permits, members may drive to Roaches Run and the Dyke on Mt. Vernon
Memorial Highway to observe Water Birds. At the Dyke we may see Prothonotary
Warblers. After the water bird jaunt, the annual meeting is concluded.

All sessions are open td those interested in birds.

The following places are available for overnight accommodations,
all in the vieinity of Pine Ridge and Howard Johnson's restaursant, all on
U.Se 29-50-211 with Post Office address of Fairfax, Virginia:

1. VHITE HOUSE MOTEL (A lovely motor court), Fairfax, Virginia.
Single unit, double bed $8,00.
Unit 2 double beds $3.00 per person $10 minimum for room.
Assortment of connecting rooms.
All rooms have baths, TV. Rollaways supplied #1.00 extra.
Note: The White House has the attraction of being large enough
to house ALL the members, thus keeping our group together, There
is a good sized sitting room, where, if we wish, we can gather
for o visit. The rates are in keeping with 211 the other motor
courts in this area.

Other Motor Courts, all Fairfax, Virginia, except as noted:

2. PATTION MOTOR HOTEL, Deposit required when making reservation.
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3. THEZ FALLS CHURCH MOTOR COURT, Falls Church, Virginia.

4. GATEWAY MOTOR LODGE, Fairfax, Virginia (ALA and Duncan Hines
recommended) .

5. HOLLY HILL MOTOR LODGE.
6. SWEENEY'S MOTEIL.

It is important in this area to muke reservations as far in advance
as possible, due to the tourist season being in full force by May. Write
immediately and direct to the place of your choice for a reservation for
May 8 and 9, 1953.

S T N

PROPOSED JUNE FIELD TRIP TO SHENANDOAM NATIONAL PARK

Last October at the meeting of your Executive Committee, the
subject of a possible two or three day field trip to Shenandoah National Park
this coming June was discussed with enthusiasm, It was recalled that the
Society's annual spring field trip of last May 24 to this area in the Blue
Ridge Mountains was highly enjoved by all who participated in it, On that
trip, many of the V.S5.0. members ond their guests (47 in all) arrived =t
Skyland the preceding cvening in time to attend one of the regularly
scheduled illustrated lectures by the Park Noturalist. The following morning
the group divided up into threc separate parties, each with o leader, to
visit threc different high clevation localities. In the aftcrnoon, the
trips were rcpeated as desired. The smaller groups worked very well with
each person following his particular interest. In all, 65 speecies were
recorded, including onc specics (a Spotted Sandpiper) neu to the Park
check-list.

Plans for this year's Blue Ridge Field Trip to the Park will be
brought up for discussion ot the Annual Mceting May 8-9 at .Arlington. The
writer, who will be in charge of arrangoments, hns tentatively sclected the
dates of June 20-21 for the trip. It is now anticipated that the trip will be
conducted in much the same manner as last year cxcept for longer duration
rnd consequent opportunity to reach o greater v:ricty of mountoin-top
localities.

e FEil Ge Fovoupr, JTa

R, M-

NOTES AND NEWS

The Treasurer hes scnt out memorandum bills for ducs for the year
1953, in ordcr that no mumbers will miss any issucs of THE RAVEN. It is
hoped that all will rcmit promptly to the Trecsurer.

—————— . o
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The officers of the VSO wish to express their appreciation to those
members who have sent in additional contkibutions to the Society. This is of
great assistance to the Treasury, and will enable the Scociety to expand its work.

A field trip to the Eastern Shore has been planned for August 15.
Those who went last year will remember what a pleasant and interesting ex-
periance it was. The committee in charge, with Mr. C.C. Steirly as Chairmen,
has not worked out the details of the trip, other than the selection of the
date; but full information will be given in the May-June issue of THE RAVEN.

e e o o e

The address of the Nationszl Audubon Society is now 1130 Fifth Avenue,
New York 28. The Society has sold its former building and moved into a new
home, Audubon House, on the northeast corner of 94th strect. This eight-
story building should give the orgenization ample facilities.

Among noteworthy recent Virginia reccords are the following:

Iceland Gull. Jack Perkins saw one on the beach at Back Bay Refuge,
January 29, 1953,

Kittiwake. Two specimens have been securcd in the Cape Henry
Region during the past winter, by Cooper Barefield and Jack Perkins. They
will be reported on in detail. This is an addition to the Virginia list.

Blue Goose. D. Ralph Hostetter reports that one, changing from
immature to adult plumage, wintered near Dayton.

House Viren. There werc two winter records at Lexington: one vhich
vas scen on the Christmas Count, December 23, by Robert Paxton and Jan Owen;
and another, vhich spent the week of December 28 to January 3 at a barn on the
Womeldorf Farm and was closely observed by Joshua Womeldorf. Thesc make the
first winter records for the Valley, although there is a winter record at
Blacksburg.

Nasghville Warbler. G.M. Shear recports a2 sight record of a bird
seen several times at Blacksburg, December 8 to February 10,

fiilson's Varbler. Onc was identified at Indian Point, Stafford
County, on Deccmber 14 and 22 by Edrin T. McKnight, Thomes B. MNolan and
R.S5. Cannon, Jr.

Repoll. {subsp.?) Bruce MeCartney observed a femalc at Norge
on Fecbruary l1l4.

Pine Siskin. This lhas becen a Siskin winter, with roports from all
parts of the Statec, as far southeast as the Dismal Swamp. On the other hand,

there have been practically no Evening Grosbeak rcports.

-= J.J. Murray
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REVIEW

Birds of the Everglades, and, Birds of Massachusetts. By Henry H.

Collins, 16 pages each, illustrated With photographs, and with drawings and

celor platss by Roger T. Peterson, 25¢ (from the Caribou Press, Box 236€,

Bronxville, N.Y., minimum m3111°$ieao These are two additional titles in
the series planned by the author to cover the national parks and other
areas., They aro very atfractive, and will be interesting to any bird
student and helpful for beginners.

== JJ. Murray
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FIRST REVISION OF THE VIRGINIA 1952 'CHECK-LIST!

By J«J. Murray

The Virginia Society of Ornithology publication, A Check-List of
the Birds of Virginia, came off the press on February 8, 1952. There has
thus been sufficient time for many of the errors in the boox to be exposed,
and also for many significant additions to become available.

There has been a good desl of comment on the new forms for the
popular nemes of the birds of our region. Possibly it should have been
pointed out in the book that the editor had no responsibility for these
nemes. They are, as well as could be ascertained, the names that will be
used in the forthcoming official 'Check-List' of the American Ornithologists'
Union.

An BElimination

Southern Greest-crested Flycatcher. This subspecies was admitted
to our list on the Lhypothetical basis, but should now be removed. 4
specimen collected by Marray, Robert Paxton and Jan Owen in the edge of
Suffolk on Msy 14, 1952, and another, collected by Grey and Murray near
Lake Prummond, in the Dismal Swamp, on July 17, 1952, were identified by
Wetmore as the northern form, boreus. The former specimen may have been
a migrant, but the July bird indicetes pretty clearly that the southern form
docs not cfoss the North Carclina-Virginia linec.

Additions

Six forms should be added to the regular list, two of them being
changed from hypothetical to regular status. £lso a new species should be
put on the hypothetical list. This would bring the totals in our Virginia
list to 404 forms, with 12 additional hypothetical forms and two hybridse.

The six new birds are as follows:

Franklin's Gull. Larus pipixcan Wagler. This speciecs was inad-
vertently omitted from the published list. Dr. Ellison A. Smyth, Jr.,
secured a female in fall plumage at Blacksburg on October 22, 1898
(Auk, 19, 74).

Atlantic Kittiwake. Rissa tridactyla tridactyla (Linnaecus).
This bird should now be changed from the hypothetical to the full list. It
was added definitely to the Virginis list by Coopor Barcficld, son of Mrs.
Floy Burford, vhen he picked up & sick bird in Bréad Bay, Norfolk, on
Jonuary 3, 1953. JAnother Kittiweke, not long dead, was picked up ot Sand-
bridge, nu r Back Bry, on Jenuory ‘8 by E.K. SlO“nc. The specimens,
which hove not been identified subsp001fic‘¢ly, ere at the Norfolk Natursl
History Muscum.

Neﬁfcundlund Yellow Warbler. Dendroica pctechis amnicola Batch-
elder. /n adult fomole, collected by the writer ot Camcron's Pond, just
outside Lexington, on September 8, 1952, was identificd by letwmorc as a2
well-morked specimen of this racc.
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Eastern Peinted Bunting. Passerina ciris ciris (Linnaeus). This
bird also should now be moved from the hypothetical to the regular list.
In addition to the records included in the'Check-List", we now have another
good sight record. R.J. Beesley and R.A. Glassell had a clear view of a
male on June 22, 1952, at Harwood Mills Reservoir, near Newport News.

Lassiar 3late-colored Junco. Junco hyemalis cismontanus Dwight.
This northwestern bird was added to the State list by Arthur H. Fast, when
he banded two specimens in 1952, one on December 13 (with band no. 21-35454),
and one on Decerber 30 (with band no. 21-35489). Before being liberated,
the birds were identified supspecifically by Dr. J.W. Aldrich and Allen J,
Duvall. This is an intoresting discovery in itself and is a fine example
of vhat an alert bird bander may turn up.

Coastal Plain Syamp Sparrow, !Melospiza georgisna nigrescens DBond
& Stewart. Three Swamp Sparrovs collected by Murray at Cameron's Fond,
Lexington, in October, 1952, turned out to represent th®ee different races,
as identified by Wetmore. A male, October 27, was our common migrant, the
Southern Swamp Sparrow, Mclospiza georgisna georgiana. A male, October 3,
was the Northern Swamp Sparrow, M. g. ericrypta, which is turning out to be
rather cofmon in our area in migration. The third, a female, October 27,
was the first migrant exemple of the newly-deecribed Coastal Plain Swamp
Sparrow, M. g. nigrescens, to be collectocd. This race breeds in thc coastal
marshes from Maryland to New Jersey. Frcd Scott collected another example
of this race at Shirlcy, Charles City County, across the Jemes from Hope-
well, on November 25, 1952.

An additionul species should be placed on the hypothetical list.

Rufous Hummingbird. Sclasphorus rufus (Gmelin). This bird was
reportcd tentatively from Jamesville, on the Bastern Shore, on November 30,
1952, by Arthur B. Fuller (Raven, 24, 24). Since then ir. Fuller has
talked with Dr. J.W. Aldrich, who thinks the bird was probably & young male
Rufous Hummingbird. There is a South Caroclina specimen, and there are two
Florida sight records.

Corrcctions

Certain cerrors in the book should be corrected. The most scrious
of thesc is that the two birds mentioncd on page 54 as collected by Scott
were not Buff-brecasted Sandpipers but Stilt Sandpipers. This was tho
cditor's error in copying notes. The Pine Grosbeak specimen, pege 105, has
been identified by Wetmore as not the Canadicn form but the Newfoundiond
Pine Grosbcak, Pinicola enuclector eschatosus Oberhosler. Cettain cor-
rections in nomenclature should be made. The scidntific name of the White
Ibis has recently been changed from Guara alba to Eudocimus albus (Linnzeus)
and that of the VWhistling Swan from Cygnus columbisnus to Olor columbisnus
(Ord). The generic name of the Saw-whet Owl is not Cryptoglaux but Aegolius.
The Purple Sandpiper now becomes simply Erelia meritima Brunnich. The
Southern Sherp-tailed Sparrow is now to be known as Bishop's Sharp-tailed
Sparrow, fmmospiza caudacuts diversa (Bishop).

.
y

There were entirely too meny typographical errors in the book, in
some small measure of extenustion, it should be said that the mechanical
work on the book was done at four different places; and that it was very
difficult and expensive, due to the type of offset printing used, to meke
corrections after the finel typing from which the pletes were made. Some
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of the more important corrections that should be indicated are the following:
Page 1, line 3; the title of Rives' book is A Catalogue of the Birds of

the Virginias. Page 2, line 10; Miss Cooke's middle name is Thecher, not
Thacker. The same correction should be made in the bibliography on page 10,
Page 2, line 6 from the bottom; Dr. Hostetter's first initial is 'D’.

Page 3, line 14; the dete of Hariot's work is, of course, not 1890, but
159C. Page 2, line 14 from the bottom; the home of Major Woodford was
'"Windsor'. Page 11, line 9 from the bottom; the date of Freke's birth was
not 1884 but 1844. Page 2], line 11 from the bottom; the“correct name in
the title is 'Topsell'. DPage 27, line 6; Gavis should be Gavia; and in

line 12, holgolli should be holbolli. Page 40, line 7; Accpipter should
be Accipiter. Page 57, line 15 from the bottom, '"August County'should be
'Augusta County'. Page 63, line 23; 'Famville' should be'Farmville’.

Page 91, line 23; Dendrocia should read Dendroica; with simidar corrections
on page 93, lines 1 and 10. Pasge 93,line 10; 'Green’ should be inserted
after 'lWayne's Black-throated'. On page 94, 'Sycamore Warbler' should be
'Sycamore Yellow-throated Werbler'. TFage 98, line 4 from the bottom;

'1905' should be'l1250'. Page 110, line 2; 'W.J. Taylor' should bs 'J.W.
Taylor'.

2dditional Records

Holboell's Red-necked Grebe. Add Dyke, Fort Belvoir, and Dayton
to the inland occurrences. Dates: October 25, 1952, Cape .Charles, Scott,
to March 21, 1948, Dayton Carpenter &nd Hostétter.

Horned Grebe. Summer (non-breeding) record, Bone Island, July 2,
1981, Poole (Auk. 39, 273).

Northern Pied-billed Grebe. We now have a breeding record for the
State. Paul F. Smringer saw two adults with 4 young on Sluice }ill Pond,

near Qyster Point, Varwick County, June 12, 1952, Scott saw two adults in
York County on June 22, 1949.

Sooty Shearwater. Third record: Chincoteague, May 20, 1950,
Robert E. Stewart and others.

Atlantic Wilson's Petrel. Our earliest record is of one seen on
May 10, 1952, by the skipper of the Little Creek-Kiptopeke Ferry (fide Grey).

Gannet. Ve now have a specimen, a bird picked up by E.K. Sloane
at Sendbridge (date not given), and lozned to the Norfollk Museum. It
comes into Hampton Roads and lower Chesapezke Bay.

Notvhhern Double-crested Cormorant. There are Virginia records in
the Washington region; and an early record of two at Chincoteague on
July 23, 1949,

Northern Anhinga. Third record: a female seen by Rountrey sat
Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, May 5,1952.

Northern Great Blue Heron. The Chickashominy rookery is in the
southwest corner of New Kent County. Rev, Thom Blair found & small colony
of 7 nests east of Hanover €ourt House and neer the Pamunkey River, May 13
1082. TVinters at Richmond {commonly). Charlotitesville, Lynchburg,
Danville, Lexington, Abingdon.
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American Common Egret. Winter records around Washington and in
eastern Virginia are increasing. The bird is now appearing in spring east
of the Blue Ridge. One came down to @& yard in Lexington during a heavy rain
on May 6, 1933.

Cormon Snowy Egret. Occurrences are on the increase, but it is
still rare in spring at Washington. Steve Russell saw one at Saltville in
the late summer of 1950, our only record west of the Blue Ridge. Bagley
Walker, Jre., recently found nests in a heron rookery near Robbins Corner,
Princess Anne Countye.

Louisiana Tricolored Heron. Counts up to 50 are now being made
in late summer on the Eastern Shore.

Yellow-crowned Night Heron. Second record at Lexington, an im=-
mature on May 3 to 6, 1953.

Whistling Swan. Additional inland records: Buggs Island Reservoir,
3 on December 7, 1952, Robert Eggleston, Jr.; Silver Lake, Dayion, an
immature on Harch 23, 1952, Hostetter, Dr. H.G. Helbert, Gordon Shantz.

(Three foreign species found at Roaches Run Sanctuary, near
shington, during the fall of 1950 - Chinesec Swan-Goose, Bean Goose, and
.uscovy Duck (Atlantic Naturslist, 6, 120, 122)- were probably escapees
from some zoo or aviary, end call for no mention in our Check-List.)

smerican Brant. One of the most pleasing recent developments in
our area is the come-back of this species. Brant vere scen in some numbers
at Chincoteague in mid-Deccmber, 1950. According to the Refuge Munager,
£.0. Mellinger, about 20,000 - ;nte ed in thet area in 1952-1953. Scott
sow 5 from the Cape uharles Ferry on December 26, 1952, the first Chesa-
peake Bey record in many years.

Black Brant. It should be pointed out that the 1888 ‘merican
Museum specimen from: Cobb Island is in poor condition and that the identi~
fication, while probably correct, is not beyond dispute (Alk 69, 81-84).

Greater Srow Gocse. FPerkins made & maximum count of 30,000 in the
winter of 1951-1952 at Back Bay. 4n immature was seen in estmorsland
County, January 16, 1949, by E.G. Baldwin. Rev. James Moys saw 6 or 8
white geese, probably this species, in a migrating flock of Canads Geese at
Raphine, on the border of Lugusta and Rockbridge Counties, on Qctober 10,1950.

Blue Goose. Additional up-country records: Roaches Run, an
immature, October 22, 1950, to JLpril 1, 1951; Ilenley's Lcke, Charlottesville,
November 5, 1950, to <m@il 17, 1951; Dayton, through the winter of 1952-1953.

Black Duck. Two broods, 3 =nd 5 young, were reared at Stumpy
Lake in 1952 “Rountrey.

Eurasian Common Teal. [ single bird was seen at the Nestional
Airport, Washington, on several occasions from December, 1949, to fipril,
1950 (Wood Thrush, 5, 124, 179, 227).

Furopean Wid geon. One was seen at 01d Point Comfort by S.
Mitchell on March 1, 1952,
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Blue-winged Teal. C.C. Steirly found a pair and 3 young at a small
pond near Waverly on liay 4, 1952.

Shoveller. This species has recently become more common in the
Washington region in fall, winter, and spring.

American Common Golden-eye. Common to abundant in the lower tidal
rivers and Chesapeake Bay estuaries.

Bufflehead. Common to abundant in the lower tidal rivers and
Chesapeake Bay estuaries.

Eastern White-winged Scoter. One was seen at 'Vakefield', West-
moreland County, on January 20, 1951, by the D,C. Audubon Society group.

Northern Ruddy Duck. Z~bundant on all the lower tidasl rivers.

Eastern Goshawk. Recent records: December 28, 1950, Curle's
Neck, Richmond, Scott; Fort Belvoir, February 6, 1948, J.M. Abbott (Wood
Thrush, 3, 50); fourth Shenandoah Park record, October 28, 1950, J.E. Liles.

Eastern Red-tailed Hawk. A nest with eggs or smell young was re-
ported at Leesburg, April 17, 1948. An albino spent five consecutive
winters, 1946-1950, around Thornton Gap, in Shenandoah Fark.

Northern Broad-winged Hawk. Grey saw one at Willismsburg, June
9, 1950, the first summer record east of Richmond; and Rountrey saw a
pair at North Landing, near Norfolk, throughout the summcr of 1952.

American Rough-lecegged Havk. Additional records: Princess .inne
Court Housc, seen regularly through the winter of 1951-1952 by Rountrey;
~lexandetra, December 31, 1949, D.C. fudubon Socicty; Shenandoah Park,
December 27, 1950, J.E, Liles, and Fcbruary 18, 1951, Wetmore.

imerican Golden Eagle. Two additional specimens; Carolinc
County, onc killed et l.P. Hill Military Rescrvation, Janucry 6, 1951, the
fcathers of which were cxemined by Handley, Jr.; 2nd onc wounded in
Giles County in the late winter of 1952 and brought alivec fo V.P.I. Five
additional sight rccords: Rockingham County, Shenandoah Mountain,
October 13, 1951, H.G.M. Jopson; two in Shanendoah Pork; Jarman's Gap,
Fecbruary 22, 1952, Paston and Murray; Swift Run Gap, an immaturc, Decomber
27, 1952; on immeturc oh the Bluc Ridgc Porkwey ncar .fton, Morch 9, 1953,
Jan Owen; end a similor bird necr the seme placc, Moy 18, 1953, Murrsy.
We also have o roport with no date, of a nest on Stony Crock, Gilcs
County (Virginia Wildlife, 13, 25).

imcrican Marsh Havk. C.O0. Hendley, Sr., reported sccing an
immature in Louisn County, Junec 20, 1934. There nrc two reccnt summer
rccords: Charlottesville, thrce times in July, 195C; Cobb Island, July 18,
1952, Grey and Murrcy.

Ring-necked Phonsant. Further cevidsnee thot birds liberated in
Virginia do not establish theomsclves is furnishcd by Kemneth Ellis, who
states that each yecar at the Hot Spring field trials birds ¢seapc, but
soon disoppeny.
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Northern Clapper Rail. Mellinger reported that the species
wintered in good numbers at Chincoteague in 1952-1953, vhich is not always
the case.

Northern Virginia Rail. Rountrey and F.C. Richardson saw an
adult with downy young in a marsh below Pungo on June 2, 1951,

Eastern Black Rail. Bailey reports a set of & eggs at a pond on
Cobb Island, May 16, 1917; and 6 or 7 nests, found by H.B. Bailey at a
small fresh-water pond on Hog Island, on the Eastern Shore, on May 22, 1917
(Wilson Bulletin, 39, 176).

Purple Gallinule. One stayed at a small pond near Norge from
April 29 to May 10, 1953, Bruce lMcCartney.

Semipalmated Ringed Plover. Recent winter records: 3 seen at
Newport News at various times up to Jenuary 7, 1951, during the winter of
1950-1951; and 5 seen at QOyster on December 8, 1952, by Scott.

Fastern Piping Plover. Ve have a recent breeding record at
Chincoteague Refuge, where Buckslew, C.S. Robbins and J. Bro'n found
late downy young on July 23, 1949; and several winter records: Yorktown,
December 29, 195C, Stevens and Grey; Seaford, 3 from February 10 to
March 8, Beasley and Glassell, and cne on January 31, 1953, Beasley.

Northern Killdeer. J.M. Abbott found a very early nest ot
Fort Belvoir, with 4 eggs on March 17, 1949.

£tlentic American Golden Plover. There is now a spring record
for the Stste, ~ bird scen et Chincoteague on May 10, 1952, by a party
led by Miss Dorry Loesges, and again on May 11 by Mr. end Mrs. E. Power,

Southern Long-billed Curlew. Fred M. Packard obscrved 4 males
and 2 females at the Netionel iirport on Moy 22, 1949 (Wood Thrush, 4, 21).

Spotted Szndpiper. ihile we do not yet hevo a breeding rccord
for eastern Virginiu, Scott sanw one in York County on June 22, 1949, and
Rountrey saw several through the summer of 1952 at Stumpy Lake.

<merican Knot. Unusual dates are June 13, 1951, when P.F.
Springer sew 10 ¢t Wallops Island, and Jenuary 21, 1951, vhen Beasley aaw
15 at Seaford.

Lastern Dowitcher. There are now two Virginia records for the
Washington area: Notionsl iirport, 6 on September 8, 1949; -nd Four Mile
Run, 2 on October 9, 1949.

Stilt Sandpiver. Steve M. Russell sawv one at Saltville on
September 3 and 7, 1950, Scott collected g males at Hopewell, October 2,
1949. We hove additionnl Eastern Shore ond Woshington records.

Semipalmated Sondpiper. One banded at Chincoteague on ‘ugust 13,
1950, was shot at Mortinique, Frerch West Indies, on Septcmber 3, havi
travelled 2500 miles in the three vecks (Ltlontic Neturalist, 6, 175)

-
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American fvocet. Jdditional records: One at Sandbridge, fugust,
1951, Rountrey and Miss Mary Leigh; 4 at Chincoteague Refuge, October 18,
1952, one remaining until November 2, E.O. Mellinger.

Wilson's Phalarope. Roger Peterscn added a fourth State record
when he saw one at Chincoteague Island, fugust 24, 1946, (Wood Thrusk,
244)

Northern Phalarope. . dditional records: 2 seen at Chincoteasgue
Causewsy, May 20, 1950, by Lawrence Kilham, R.E. Stewart, and others
(Atlantic Naturalist, 6, 24, 38); one at Yorktown, September 11, 1952,
Beasley.

Pomarine Jaeger. Scott saw one off Rigby Islend, Mathews County,
on the west side of Chesapesake Bay, February 10, 1958.

Great Black-backed Gull. 4 bird seen by P.... Dullont at Roaches
Run on February 16, 1952, is probably the first District of Columbia record.

Laughing Gull. & bird iIn adult plumaege, found by Joshua Womel-
dorf at his pond on March 11, 1952, and identified by the writer, seems to
be the first record in Virginis west of the Blue Ridge.

Forster's Tern. There are now some 15 Virginia records, from
late July to November, in the Weshington region.

Northern Common Tern. There are how 4 Virginia records in the
Vashington region, all in Qctober, in 1948, 1949, ond 1950.

Northern Rosceate Tern. It seems best to eliminate the 1877 record
of Phillips at Hempton Roads. Fred M. Peckard recportcd 2 at the Nationsl

lirport, Mey 22, 1948 (VWood Thrusk, 4, 21).

Least Tern. The Seeford colony was first found in 1949, by Scott.

Caspian Tern. This species is now fairly common at Washington
in spring, uncommon in fall.

Cabot's Tern. Two recent records: one seen by Fred M. Packard at
the Mational iirport on May £2, 1949 (Wood Thrush, 4,21); and one seen by
L.G. Davis near Smith Island, June 17, 1946,

Snowy Owl. One was seen at Back Bay by Perkins on November 19,1950.

——l e

Northern Barred Owl. Bartsch saw a nest with 3 young near
Mt. Vernon, April 27, 1947,

Acadian Saw-whet Owl. One was founé dead at /lexandris on
November 27, 1950.

Chuck-will's widow. 4#nother . mherst County record was made ot
Sweet Briar, May 17 to 30, 1252, by Gertrude Prior. In a night census at
Bon Liir on June 25, 1952, Scott found one Chuck-till's widow and 15 Whip-
poor-wills.
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Chimmey Swift. Late nesting records in 1952; young in the nest
at Richmond on July 28, at Hempden-Sydney on July 21, and at Lexington on

Fastern Red-bellied Toodnecker. Rountrey reported a pair feeding
young at Norfolik on the emazingly late date of August 17, 1952. According
to Kenneth Ellis, it occurs at Hot Springs but is uncommon.

Eastern Phoebe. Grey states that it breeds at Williamsburg.
Scott found 4 at Seashore State Park on April 16, 1950.

Olive-sided Flycatcher. Additional records: Leesburg, May 15,1948;
Prince William Forest Park, Zugust 21 to 23, 1650, James Baird.

Prairie Horned Lark. This bird now probsbly breeds throughout
the State. It seems to be increasing in the Newport Wews Peninsula. During
the summer of 1952 Rountrey saw it in severcl Places in Princess inne County.

Southern Blue Jay. The jays of southeastern Virginia, south of
the James and east of Suffolk, should be listed as this race. A specimen
collected in the edgc of Suffolk on Moy 14, 1952, by Murray, was identified
by lWetmore as cristata, while a bird collectad by scott in Charles City
County, oprosite Hopewell, by Scott was identified Bs bromia. The lower
James River country sccms to be the area of intergradation. The specics
secrs to be increasing on both sides of the river.

Northcrn €oumon Raveon. Scott saw one at Seaford, June 22, 1949.
According to Xennzth Ellig of Hot Springs, Ravens werc incercasing in Bath
County up to about 1940, vhcn there wore not loss than 20 living on the
Warm Spring Mountain, but have now diminished until there are hardly 20 in
the county.

Fish Crow. A female was collccted by Robert Paxton at Lexington
on April 24, 1953,

Red-breasted Nuthatch. I.R. Barnes counted 182 at Cape Charles
on Qctober 5, 1946 (liood Thrush, 2, 16-17),

Brown-headed Nuthatch. Locelly common on the Eastern Shore, up
to the Marylend line; also on the Poninsula cast of Williaomsburg.

Eastcrn House /ren., Wintcr records have beon morc common of lato,
from Yorktown, Richmond, £Zrlington, and Charlottcsville.

Appalachion Bewick's Wren. R.R, Kerr sew o pair building a nest
in Arlington on May 18, 1961 (itYantic Nuturalist, 7, 36). This scoms to
be the first Virginis breecding rccord in tho fe.shington area.

Long-billed Marsh lircn. Scott states that it wintors regularly,
sometimes commonly, in the Back Bay creo; maximum, 30, on the Deccmber 29,
1951, Christmas Count.

Prairic Mapsh Wron. Victmorc collected one in Shensndenh Park
on September 1, 1952.
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Catbird. 'ie have additional winter records from Alexendria,
Warren in Albemarle County, and Naruna. It is sometimes common in winter
in York County and on the Eastern Shore. Rountrey found young on the
wing still being fed on October 1, 1952, at Norfolk.

Eastern Veery. Has been found breeding at low altitudes in the
District of Columbia, just beyond our borders.

Zastern Golden-crowned Kinglet. Scott, Stevens, and Sydnor
found two nests with young in red spruces on Sapling Ridge, Middle Mountain,
June 18, 1952.

Cedar Waxwing. Grey and Myurray found 2 or more pairs in Dismal
Swamp on July 17, 1952.

Mountain Solitary Vireo. OStevens saw a pair on June 16, 1952,
on Mill Mountain, east of the Blue Ridge, in Albemarle County.

Philadelphia Vireo. Additional records: Shenandosh Park, Septem-
ber 20, 1950, J.E. Liles; one banded at Pine Ridge, Fairfax County, by
Mrs. li.B. Peacock on September 26, 1951, and one seen on September 8, 1952.

Prothonotary Warbler. Stevens found a mele singing near Hatbon,
on James River, on bdth the Albemarle and Buckingham sides of the stream,
on June 16, 1952, and another male two miles down river on the Buckingham
side, July 13.

Swainson's Warbler. K.L. Trever watched one at Arlington on
May 13, 1950 (Atlentic Naturalist, 6, 25)

Golden-winged Warbler. Tec nov have records from castern Virginia:
ncar Newport News, May 2, 1952, Beasley; necar Petersburg, April 23, 1952,
MeIlwaine. Also additional reccords from the Piedmont: Princc William
Forcst Park, 6 latc fugust records, 1949 and 1950, James Baird; 10 scen
at Pine Ridge, Fairfax County, on May 13, 1950, and 6 on Lpril 29, 1951.

Blue-winged Warbler. Additional records: Fairfex County, ZLpril
27 and May 12, 1951; a late bird at Mount Vernon, Septcmber 18, 1948,
K.H. Weber; Prince William Forest Park, 2 on September 4, 1949, Baird;
Blackwater Swamp, junction eof Surry, Sussex, and Princc George Counties,
April 10, 1953, C.C. Steirly.

Tenncssee Warbler. One scen ot Cape Charles, October, 1947,
by the D.C. ifudubon Society group.

Lastern Orange-crowned Warbler. TFour additional records: Cape
Charles, 3 on November 7, 1936, ".J. Rusling; Fort Belvoir, October 29,
1947, and September 17, 1949; Petersburg, January 18 and 19, 1952, licIlwaine.

Fastern Nashville Warbler. G.M. Shear gave the writer a good
description of What seems to be a Nashville Varbler which wintered at
Blacksburg, Decenber 8, 1952, to February 10, 1953.

layne's Black-throated Gresen VWarbler. T.R. Watkins of Charlotte
Count House reported to C.0. Handley a nest with 3 fresh eggs in a pine
near Bailey's Pond and near Roznoke Creek Swamp in Charlotte County on
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April 20, 1933 (Raven, 8, 4, 29). Along with Paxton and Jan Owen, Murray
collected on Mey 13, 1952, in the Dismal Swamp a breeding male, a fledgling,
and a male with undeveloped testes. All were identified by Wetmore as waynei.
Rountrey has seen this bird feeding young at Stumpy Lake and has seen the bird
at several places in Norfolk and Princess Anne Counties.

Cerulean Warblere. ©Stevens found a nest, with small young, 40
feet up in a tulip popler tree on Mill Mountaln, east of the Blue Ridge,
in Albemarle County, June 1€&, 1952. Scott saw 2 at Hampden-Sydney on
May 9, 1947, This is far the most southeastern record for the State. Mr.
and Mrs. William Q. Lewis and Robert J. Watson found a singing male near
the 96 mile post in the Shenendoah Park on May 17, 1953, and Murrsy found
a singing male on May 25, 1953, at thel2 mile post on the EBlue Ridge Parkway.

Fastern Yellow-throated Warbler. In the Check-LiEE we reported
this bird as generally scarce at Cape Henry, though locally cormon. In
support of the latter part of that statement Rountrey states that it is
one of the most common warblers around Norfolk; that at Stumpy Lake on a
good day in May from 25 to 30 may be seen; and that most pairs raise threc
broods, nesting from the first week in April to the first weck in July.

A nest was found at Gunston Cove, near Washington, May 1, 1949,

Chestnut-sided Warbler. Ken Wright reported a singing male,
just south of Alexandria, on the record date of June 20, 1952.

Bay-breasted Warbler. Ve now have two Tidewater records: Cape
Charles, 3 on October 5, 1946, I.R. Barnes; Newport News, May 17, 1952,
Beasley.

Athens Yellow-throat. A singing male collected by Murray,
Paxton, and Owen in the Dismal Swamp, kley 13, 1952, was identified by
Wetmore as typhicola, as was to be expected.

Fastern Yellow-breasted Chat. Winter records: Dinwiddie County,
December 1, 1951, McIlwaine; Grandvierw, near Newport News, January 1, 1953,
and Fort Eustis, Jenuary 20, 1953, R;4. Glassell.

Canada Warbler. Ioted in Tidewater for the first itime on
May 17, 1952, by Beasley, near lewport lews.

Southern American Rsdstart. Rountrey found s fledgling at Stumpy
Lake, Norfolk, July 4, 1952.

LZastern Boat-tsiled Grackle. Grey and Murray found 13 nests,
recently used, in a colony of Green Herons at Cobb Islend, July 18,1952.

Bronzed Crow-Blackbird. A recent Washington report is that of a

large flock seen along the Mount Vernon Highway on March 27, 1948, by
E.G. Davis and others (Wood Thrush, 3, 58). :

Fastern Common Cowbird. Summer adults have now been reported
from the southeastern corner of the State. Grey saw 10 at Williamsbirg on
June 3, 1950; &nd Rountrey savw them regularly during the summer of 1952 in
the Cape Henry area, particularly =around Pungo.
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Scarlet Tanager. Summer distribution continuous from Albemarle
County to Richmond, and presumably from Arlington to Richmond, since it is
common in Prinece William and Hanover. Baird reports it more common than
the Summor Tanager in Prince William Forest Park. No summer data from
Southside Virginia. Recent Tidewater records: Newport News, May 4, 1952,
Beasley; North Lending, near Norfolk, May 6, 1952, Rountreye.

Dickecissel. Additionsl records: Bedford County, May 18 and 22,
1950, D.D. Shipley; Leesburg, January 4 to 10, 1953, John V. Dennis.

Eastern Evening Grosbeak. The winter of 1951-1952 brought a
tremendous invasion of these birds. The records for Virginia were summar-
ized by Robert 0. Paxton (Raven, 23, 58-62; 24, 4). Flocks appeared in
late October in northern Virginia, and in early November as far south as
Iexington and as far east as Norge. The latest record was May 21, They
were found in flocks, usually of 2C to 30, frequently up to 60, occasion-
ally to 200, and with reports from Arlington and from Cheathem Annex, near
Williamsburg, of 450-500. They were reported from 40 localities; southeast
to Hompton and Newport News; south to Emporia, Clarksville and Alta Vista;
and west to Winchester and Blacksburg. "A map of Grosbeak records almost
coincides with a mep of VS0 membership". £Lbout one-third were males. In
the Arlington area, 682 birds were banded, 315 by Arthur H. Fast, 178 by
Mrs. M.B. Peacock, 97 by lrs. Mery Borton, and 92 by Mrs. Micheel Drecse.
Murray collected two specimens at Lexington in 1952, a mele on Febmnary 13,
and a female on March 6. The latter bird had been banded in Worcester
County, Massachusetts, on February 8, 1949. In 1952-1953 there were only
two Virginia reports, each of single birds: Petorsburg, during the last
half of March; and Winchesier, lMareh € to 1l.

Newfoundland Pine Grosbesk. A second specimen, a mole, was col-
lected in the Shenandosh Park on February 22, 1952, and, likc the first
specimen, was identified by Vetmore as the Newfoundlend form. Throughout
the winter of 1951-1952 a flock ranged through the central part of the
Park, a high count of 22 being mede by Favour snd Liles on Decomber 28,
Dr. Herbert Fricdmenn has supplicd what scems to bc a good sight record
for Salem on February 27, 1917, vhen S.L. Powxll of the Roanoke College
faculty sam soveral. He also states that there is a2 sight rocord of a
flock at Lynchburg by C.L. Mosby on fpril 18, 1904, but says that this
would scem eliogether too latc 2 dete for this specics so far south.

Mcaly Common Redpolle. In 1951 a melc ceme to the feeding tray of
Mrs. Winston "ilkimson at Chorlottesville on Jonuary 16, 21, 22, 23, aond
Februery 6; and a male ceme to thce foeding troy of Mrs. H.G. Burnct.
Bruce lMeCartncy sau o fomelc on Fcbruary 14, 1953, at Norge, and Rountrey
sav two at Norfolk on scveral doys in Februery, 1953.

Northern Pinc Siskin. 1952-1953 was a Siskin winter in Virginia.
Birds came ecrly and somc stoyed until Mey 4 {in Danville). Flocks up to
200 were present 2ll over the State, ¢s far south ond east as the Dismnl
Swamp, vhere Murrry nnd Grey saw them ~t severnl places on February 17.

White-vinged Crossbill. A number were scen by MeAtee, Preble,
and Wetmorc in the Arlington-ilexandria arca from Docember 10 to 30, 1916,
with 2 moximum of 8 on Deccmber 27 (Uilson Bulletin, 29, 183-187).
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Green-tailed Towhee. Two recent records: Mariner's Museum, New-
port News, February 26 to April 22, 1953, Mrs. L.W. Machen, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Cutler, Mrs. W.P. Smith, Beasley; and Amelia Court House, April 7
to 11, 1953, Mr. and Mrs. John R. Gatewood.

Labrador Savannah Sparrow. The date on the Dayton specimen should
be 1949, not 1940.

Churchill Savannah Sparrow. Scott and Grey collected 3 specimens
in the Hampton area on January 30, 1953, which were identified by Wetmore as
oblitus, intermediate toward savanna. Five others were identified as savanna,
intermediate tovard labradorius. '

Fastern Henslow's Sparrow. Wetmore collected one in Shenandosh
Park, July 27, 1952. Scott has found breeding colonies at the northern
end of the Shenandoah Valley.

Bishop's Sharp-tailed Sparrow. (Formerly known, as in our
Check-List, as the Southern Shorp-tailed Sparrow). Stevens and Scott saw
a Sharp-tailed Sparrov at Seaford on June 14, 1952, vhich is the first
indication in recent years of the breeding of this bird south of Wallops
Island and west of Chesapezske Bay.

Northern Seaside Sparrow. Scott has breeding data for the lower
part of the Peninsula, on the west side of Chesapeake Bay; at Seaford,
Messick, snd Grandview.

Fastern Vesper Sparrov. ‘e now have two winter records: Alexandria,
December 30, 1950; and Lynchburg, December 26, 1951, M.B. Tillotson.

Fastern Lark Sparrowe. Additional reccords: Front Royesl, 4 or 5 on
July 4, 1949, J.V. Taylor; Whitehall, Albemarle County, one singing on
April 27, 1950, Stevens.

Nobthern Lincoln's Sparrow. Richmond, October 3, 1952, Scott,
in the first reccord crst of the upper Picdmont.

Atlentic Song Sparrow. Song Sparrovs bended at Norfolk by lMrs.
Floy Burford in July, 1952, wcrc present through the winter. This bird
occurs oven on islends like Vreeck, vhere therc are no woody shrubs.

Common Loplond Longspure. Wetmore saw one ot Big Meodous,
Shenandoah Park, on October 29, 1950; and lirs. Floy Burford found a flock
of 35 near Pungo, Princess Annc County, March 8, 1953.

-= & White Street
Lexington, Virginia
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PLANS FOR THE BLUE RIDGE FORAY
IN SHENANDOAH NATTONAL PARK, JUNE 19 and 20, 1953

With considerable interest having been shown in the previously
proposed twe-day foray to the Blue Ridge Mountains in June, plans have now
been made to have this outing in Shenandoah National Park on Friday and
Saturday, June 19 and 20. Headquarters of the Foray will be at Skyland
with the trips each day scheduled to start from the Skyland Dining Room
Parking irea at 7:15 a.m. (standard time). Foray leader will be Park
Naturalist Paul G. Favour, Jr.

Specific destinations of the trips for both days will be announced
on Thursday evening, May 18, immediately prior to Mr. Favour's regularly
scheduled illustrated natural history talk at 8:30 p.m. in the Skyland
Recreation Hall, to which all are cordially invited to come. Last Foray
activity will be a meeting in the Skyland Recreation Hall at 3:30 p.m. on
Saturday to add up the results of the two days' birding.

In coming to the Park for this Foray, V.S.0. members will have an
opprortunity not only to see and hear birds typical of the higher elevations
of the Blwe Ridge Mountains (3C00-4000 ft.) at the height of the breeding
season, but also to enjoy the refreshing mountain and valley scenery and
the many wildflowers which will be in bloom (espccially the mountain-laurel).

Both lodging (cottaces) and meals, including special early 6:30
breakfasts on Friday and Saturday mornings, are available at Skyland,
Single rates, $2.50-35.50; double $4.00-{8.00. Besides cottage rooms, men's
and women's dormitory rooms are available at #1.50 per person. DMeals:
breakfast, $0.55-31.5C; luncheon, $0.90-%2.50; dinner, $1.50-{4.00. A la
carte listings also appear on the menu.

Skyland is located in the central section of Shenandoah National
Park along the Skyline Drive ten miles south of Thornton Gap (where U.S.
211 crosses the Drive). For those approasching the Park from the south,
Skyland is 24 miles north of Swift Run Gap (where U.S. 33 crosses the Drive).
A daily fee of 25¢ is charged for each car entering the Park (amnnual permit,

$1.00).

It is advised that those wishing to stay overnight at Skyland
write immediately to the Virginia Sky-Line Company, Luray, Virginia, for
reservations. Vhen writing, be sure to identify yourself and party as
members taking part in the Virginia Society of Ornithology foray.

Accommodations at Big Meadows Lodge, located ten miles south of
Skyland along the Skyline Drive, may also be secured (rcscrvations are ad-
vised) at slightly higher rates. Those who wish to camp may do so at the
excellent campground in the Big leadows arez.

For eny further information, write Park Naturalist Paul G. Favour,
Jr., Shenandoah National Park, Luray, Virginia.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE V. S. O.

By Florence S. Hague

Eleven of the 17 members of the Executive Committee met at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. James Eike in the morning of the day of the innual
Meeting, with Dr. Hostetter presiding. In reporting for the Conservation
Committee, lir. Rountrey mentioned the use of some of the Stumpy Lake region
of Norfolk for a golf course and other recreational projects and the keep-
ing of much of it for a wild life area. Their plans for the protection of
hawks and owls in the state include efforts to persuade the General Assembly
to pass a law protecting all except Cooper's and the Sharp-shinned Hawks
and the Great Horned Owl. First the members of the General Assembly will
have to be convinced of the value of these birds and every member of the
V.5.0. should help with this by contacting his local representatives. The
report was accepted and $50.00 was set aside for furthering this work.

Bird exhibits at County Fairs were suggested as part of an educational program.

Mr. Favour presented plans for a Blue Ridge Foray, with head-
quarters at Skyland on Friday and Saturday, June 19 and 20. The plans for an
Eastern Shore trip on fugust 15, presented by Mr. Steirly, brought forth
discussion of whether the spot visited should be Cobbs Island or Chinco-
teague Island. The latter involves an overnight stay on the Eastern Shore
or special busses from Kiptopeke.

Considerable time was spent in discussing the revision of the
constitution and by-laws on vhich Mr. Scott and Mr. Watson have been working.
After making certain changes, the revised draft was adopted and will be
sent to cach member before the next Annual Meeting so that the members may
vote on it at that time.

i¥ter the nice luncheon vhich Mrs. Eike had so kindly prepared
for the Committee we returned to business. Mr. English reported that there
is still a good supply of Check-Lists and that as of July 31, 1952 there
was on hand $101.98 over and above the cost of the Check-Lists. Since
both $1.00 and $1.50 have been given as prices for the Check-List, he
asked for a decision on that point. It wes voted to put a notice in The
Raven that Check-Lists are for ssle at $1.00. DMNr. Scott and Mr. English
further agreed to send notices about the Check-List to High Schools and
Colleges in Virgiria. The Treasurer's Report showed a balance of $274.35
on December 31, 1952 and a membership of 330 in 1952 as compared with 276
for 1951. It was accepted. Mr, Miller asked to be relieved of that office
before Januery 1. Dr. Murray received an affirmative response to his in-
guiry as to whéether the bimonthly publication of The Raven is satisfactory.
He asked for a Records Committee of three to accept or reject any quwestion-
able bird records which may be sent in. The request was granted and Dr.
Grey and Mr. Scott were appointed with Dr. Murray, Cheirman.

The resignation &f H.H. Bailey from honorary membership in the
Society was accepted. The question of &n appropriate resolution or letter
concerning the slaughter of hawks at Cape May, New Jersey, was passed to
the Conservation Committee.
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After registration and other preliminary preparations, Dr.
Hostetter opened the Annual Meeting at 2:30 p.m. in the Hecht Company
fuditorium at Arlington. Iir. Robert J. Johnson of the Arlington Chamber
of Commerce welcomed the Society to the vicinity. Birding along the
Lebrador was the title Charles O, Handley, Jr. gave for the interesting
account of gsome of his experiences on & Biological Research Ship. The ship
had a shallow draft and they could therefore work close to shore. Besides
studying plant and animal 1ife they measured the temperature and pressure
of the water. Some of the birds mentioned were the Yellow Warbler which
they found commonly along streams and the Winter Wren which was at its
northern limit. White-crowned and Fox Sparrows and Spotted Sandpipers were
nesting near one of the lakes. During the expedition they made observations
on 98 species of which ten were first records for that region.

Dr. Murray gave his first revision of the Check-List which appears
in full in The Raven. Dr. Sydnor in discussing the Music of Birds pointed
out that volume is not an important factor in bird song but that quality,
duration (of notes) and pitech are importent. Playing records, at normal
and at slow speeds, of the songs of the Veery, White-throated Sparrow,
Indigo Bunting and Whip-poor-will emphasized the effect of duration on
pitch. Part of a Fassett record vhich slows the song of the Winter Wren to
half and to one-fourth of the normsl specd was also played.

Many kodachrome views of Shenandoah National Park gave an idea
of the scenic beeuty which may be enjoyed along with the bird study on the
two dd4y Foray vhich Mr. Favour is plenning for June 19 and 20. The last
feature of the afternoon progrem was an excellent film entitled "A Nature
Pageant" by Ralph E. Lawrence. Many, but not all, of the animals and
plants shown were filmed in the vicinity of Washington.

From the afternoon session the group moved to the ncarby Central
Mcthodist Church where dinner was served. At the conclusion of the meal,
Dr. Hostetter called for the report of the nominating committee, which
consisted of Mr. Steirly, Dr. Murray and Miss Prior. They nominated the
following: President, Dr. Hostetter; Vice-president, Mr. Perkins;
Secretary, Dr. Hague; Trecasurer, lr. Millor; threc members of the Executive
Committece for 3 years, lir. English, Prof. Freer ond Mr. Beasley (Newport
News); for one year {to complcte the term of Charles Stevens) Mrs. L.V.
Machen of Hampton. A call for nominations from the floow brought the
naming of Mrs. Walter Post Smith of Hampton for a three year tcrm on the
Exccutive Committee. It was cgreed that by accepting the report of the
Nominoting Committec thc officers and Mrs. Machen would be clected. This
was done end a vote by show of hands clected Mr. English, Prof. Frecr and
Mrs. Smith os members of thc Execcutive Committec for threc yoars. Dr.
Hostetter then appointed Dr. Murray as Lditor of The Raven and the follow-
ing committee chairmen: Membership, kirs. Darden; Conservation, Mr. Rountrey;
Publicity, Mr. Watson. Mrs. Wiltshire invited the V.S.0. to meet in
Lynchburg in 1954. Plans for the Shenandosh National Pari Foray on June 19
and 20 and for the Eastern Shore trip on August 15 were announced.

A prompt return to the Hecht Auditorium for the evening program
was necessary because the store and auditorium close at 9:30. After
Mr. Rule told of the plans for the Saturday Field Trip Dr. Irston Barnes
spoke about the efforts that the Audubon Society of the D.C. and other
organizations have made vith a sand company andthe National Parks officials
to keep certain marsh area from being drained. The struggle is not
finished but they are hopeful of saving the marsh. Because many of the
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residents of Washington and its environs feel that every natural wild life
area in the vicinity is in danger; they have formed the Potomac Valley
Conservation and Recreation Council for the purpose of protecting these
areas. They would welcome & representative of the V.3.0. on their Council.

The motion picture - Mexican Primavera - which Dr. Ernest Edwards
has taken on his several trips to Mexico, showed a Mexican festival and
some primitive methods of agriculture and lumbering as well as animals in
their native habitats. Mr. Meurice Sullivan of the National Park Service
showed many slides and told of the beauties of Acadia National Park on
Mt. Desert Island off the coast of Maine but because of the approach of the
9:30 closing hour did not have time to complete the motion pieture, The
Raven.

On Seturday, after @ 6:45 breakfast, the V.S.0. members and their
guests went to the Richard H. Rule home and then sepatated into two parties
for the field trips tc threec different locaiities: a farm type habibat, =
pine and hard woods forest snd Accotink Creek. We rcturned to the same
vicinity to watch her interesting demonstration of snd to hear Mrs.
Brantley Peacock's account of her banding and of catching the birds with
a net. There was time for only & brief pause at the Rule's home for
lemonade and cookies beforec going to Rock Spring Congregationsl Church
for lunch.

After luncheon the last business matters were settled. Dr. H.S.
Helbert reported that he and Max Carpenter - the Auditing Bommittee - had
found the Treasurcr's accounts entirely in order and commended Mr. Miller
for his exccllent wori. Mrs. Wiltshire rcad the report of thc Resolutions
Committec consisting of hersclf, £.0. English and Jack Perkins, Chairmean.
The resolutions included votes of thenks to Mr. and Mrs. Eike for arranging
and organizing the meeting; to Mrs. Eike for the wonderful luncheon scrved
to the Zxccutive Committec; to the Hecht Company for the use of the
auditorium snd to Misscs Paschkc and O'Brien of that company for their
assistance; to the groups at the churchecs who prepared the dinner and lunch-
con; to Mrs. Pcacock for her dcmonstration on bird banding; to Mr. and Mrs.
Rulc for their hospitolity cnd to muny others who had 2 part in maeking tho
mceting successful and delightful.

An invitation to the V.5.0. to meet in the Norfolk area in 1955
came from Mr. Perkins. Theo composite field list wus compilcd and Dr.
Hostettor eppointed & committce to investigate the possibility of purchas-
ing Audubon Ficld Lists or of printing our own, which topic had been
discussed earlier. From the luncheon some started homewards and some
visited Mr. Arthur H. Fast's bird barnding station vhich was nearby.

-- Sweet Briar, Virginia
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1953 V. S. 0. FIELD TRIP LIST

May 9, 1953

Wood Duck, Turkey Vulture, Red-shouldered Hawk, Bob-white, Kill=-
deer, Solitary Sandpiper, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Chimmey
Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Flicker, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Downy lioodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe,
Acadisn Flycatcher, VWood Pewee, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Crow, Fish Crow,
Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Muthatch, House Vren,
Carolina Wren, Short-billed Marsh Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown
Thrasher, Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, Veery, Bluebird, Blue-
gray Gnatchtcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Starling, White-
eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Black and White Varbler,
Golden-winged Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Parula Warbler, Yellow Warbler,
Magnolia Warbler, Black-throated Blue Wakbler, Myrtie Warbler, Chestnut-
sided Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Ovenbifd, Northern
Waterthrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, Kentucky Warbler, Yellow-throat,
Yellov-breasted Chat, Hooded iarbler, Canada Warbler, Redstart, English
Sparrow, Bobolink, Meadowlark, Red-vinged Blackbird, Orchard Oriole,
Purple Grackle, Covbird, Scarlet Tanager, Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak,
Indigo Bunting, Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, Goldfinch, Towhee, Savannsh
Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Field
Sparrov, White-crowned Sparrov, White-throated Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow,
Swamp Sparrow, Song Sparrov.

-- Robert J. Watson

B, —

TREASURER'S REPORT

Our membership at the close of 1952 was 330, This compares with
a totel membership of the year before of 276. During the year we dropped
from the roll 17 on account of non-payment of dues, one died, and 10
resigned.

Our Treasury showed scme improvement this year over the previous
year which was due chiefly to those who have taken ocut Sustaining Member-
ship, and the increase in the Active Membership list.

The financial report for the year 1952 is as follows:
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RECEIPTS

Balance on hand January 1, 1952 $ 192.82
Received for Membership Dues 51702
Received Tor back issues of "The Raven" 16.00
Received Special Contributions 19.00

Total $ 745.34

DIBEURSEMENTS

Cost of issuing "The Raven" $ 198.05
Postage for Mailing "The Raven" €5.95
Supplies for issuing "The Raven" 105.686
Stamps 19.00
Stationery and Supplies 3.99
Stenographic help 10,00
Printing 18.25
Interest paid on Demand Note to 7/1/52 "Check-List" 2.09
Annual Dues National Audubon Society to 10-1-53 10,00
Expenses Executive Meeting October 4, 1952 18,00

Total ¥ 470499
Total Receipts $745.34
Total Disbursements 470,99

Balence in the State-Planters Bank and Trust Company,
Richmond, Virginia, as of December 31, 1952 $ 274,35

== W. Edwin Miller, Treasurer
3206 Griffin Avenue
Richmond, Virginia
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S FILES

e have enjoyed a very good meeting in Arlington; the program and
field trip were most profitable and much appreciated. Officially, I wish
to express sincere appreciation to Mr. and Mrs. James Eike for their
kindness in entertaining the Executive Committee; and for their time and
efforts, with the help of local friends, in planning the program and ar-
ranging for the field trip including the special demonstrations in bird
trapping and bandinge.

I have had no opportunity to contact our secretary since the
meeting; do not know what will appear in this issue welative to it, so I
will make no further comments.

ifey I encourage you to make your plans to participate in one or
both of the field trips scheduled for this summer.

~= Do, Ralph Hostetter
—==000---

THE 1952 NESTING SEASON IN VIRGINIA

By F.R. Scott

The weather can best be summed up by the statement fhat it was
the hottest summer in Richmond since 1943, snd that was secound only to 1900.
At Richmond the temperature surpassed 1000 on eight separate days. While
drought conditions prevailed in some scetions of the state, other parts had
ample rain accompanied by violent electrical storms.

Herons. Thom Blair found a small Great Blue heronry of about 7
nests in Hanover County near Pamunky River. Young were in all nests on
May 18; young were about to lesve 3 nests on July l. The inland post=-
breeding egret flight was disappointing, the most interesting rccord being
2 Snowy Egrets at Alexandris on July 22.

Geese to Hawks. Five Canada Geese flerw over Williamsburg on the
odd datc of June 9 (J.d. Grey), and a drake Pintail spent July and August
at Roaches Run, Arlington. W.F. Rountrey reported a pair of Broad-winged
Havks about Norfolk during the summer, apparently the first summer record
south and east of Richmond. C.E. Stevens found an Osprey at Hatton, on
James River, July 13, the second summer record for Albemarle County. A
Marsh Hawk at Cobbs Island on June 5 (Grey, J.J. Murray) may have been a
bird that had nested locally.

Marsh Birds to Terns. A King Rail nest with 8 eggs was found at
Hog Island, Surry County, on June 5 (C.C. Steirly). Two bRoods were re-
ported from Alexandria in June (P.A. Dullont, K. Wright). A pair of adult
Coots appeared at Byrd Park, Richmond, in mid July &nd remained throughout
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the remainder of the summer. Apparently no young were raised this year,
Rountrey found the Pectoral Sandpiper abundant at Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, in
late July with a maximum of 500 in one flock. ZF.R. Scott found 74 Laughing
Gulls at Hopewell on July 31 where they are highly irregular in swmer.

The V.S8.0. field trip to the Eastern Shore on July 19 found a late colony
of 106 Black Skimmer, 14 Common Tern and 13 Least Tern nests with eggs
hatching, and one Gull-billed Tern nest with a young bird. Elsewhere, the
Least Tern colony at Seaford, York County, contained 42 nests on June 13
(Grey), an inerease over previous years. Paxton saw a Common Tern et
Lexington, May 20.

Swifts to Wrens. Chimney Swifts had young in the nest as lste as
July 28 in Richmond. Both Horned Larks and Blue Jays appear to be increas-
ing as sumer residents on the Lower Peninsula. A new colony of Cliff
Swallows with 34 nests was found at Fairfield, RocKbridge County, by Murray.
At Front Royal 20 birds were seen on June 16. Blair found 7 Purple Martin
colonies in Hanover County, averaging 5-10 pairs each. In southwest High-
land County, Scott, Stevens, and J.R. Sydnor found Black-capped Chickadees
down to 2280 feet, probably a low summer altitude recor@ for the state.
Favour reported a singing Winter Wren in June and July on the northern
slope of Hawksbill, Shenandoah Hational Park, but no nest was found. A
family group of 3 Bewick's Wrens was seen in eastern Albemarle County near
the Fluvanna line on August 14 (Stevens). This is about as far east of
the Blue Ridge as the bird occurs in central Virginia. One lone Short-
billed Sedge Wren was found singing at Seaford on June 13 (Grey).

Kinglets to Finches. Heretofore, the Golden-crowned Kinglet has
been known to breed in the state only in the Mi. Rogers area of southwest-
ern Virginia. On June 18, however, Scott, Stevens and Sydnor found 2 nests
with young in the lliddle Mountain area of Highland County. A number of
birds were also Tound in other nearby locations the folloving #ay. In
Albemarle County on June 16 Stevens found a pair of Solitary Vireos and a
pair of Cerulean Warblers feeding young in their nests. This was in a lov
mountain range east of the Blue Ridge. He also found a Prothonotary Warbler
singing as if on territory, on James River near Hatton, in both Albemarle
and Buckingham Counties. Another, notsinging, was seen in Buckingham
County on July 13. A singing Chestnut-sided Warbler was reported just south
of Alexandria on June 20, a unique date (K. Vright). Grey found 3 nests
with young Boat-tailed Grackles on the Chincoteaguo Causeway on May 13. He
and Murray found 13 recently used nests of this species at Cobbs Island on
July 18. Blair reportcd the Scarlct Tanager as common during the summer
about Henover Courthouse. A Henslow's Sparrow was collected on Long Ridge,
Shenandoah National Park, on July 27 (4. Wetmore). This should be at an
altitude of 2000-3000 feet, perhaps a record for the statc. Stevens found
a singing Bachman's Sparrow in Albemarle County on August 9.

-- Richmond, Virginia
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LUNMBERING AND BIRD HABTTATS

By C.C. Steirly

"Variety is the spice of life", is g saying that is quite true in
ornithology, or in any form of nature study, as well as in life in gensral.
Lymbering operations throughout our state add to this variety when it comes
to bird study, yet many persons who are intensely interested in ornithology
decry the slaying of our forests by lumbermen. Since most of us are not the
omners of extensive timberlands there is not much we can do to prevent this
destruction of bird (and other wildlife) hebitats. Actually, in a sense,
lumbering might be considered as a creation of hebitats that might be of more
ornithological (and botenical) interest then hitherto uncut forest. It is
the purpose of this article to point out that all is not lost when one of
our favorite bird walk areas is finally slaughtered by the lumberman. The
writer realizes, from experience, that most of us become very mich attached
to some favorite picec of woods - one that gensrally does not belong to us
but of which we have a certain spiritual sense of ownership such as Thoreeu
had of the woods around Concord. Liost of us dislike changes, however we
must realize that vegetative units will not remain forover unchanged, except
the rather rarc virgin or climax forest, which is always hanging in something
of a balance subject to such vegarics of nature as windthrow, tree diseases
or insects, lendslides, forcust fires, cete.

No piece of lznd is going to remain devoid of vegetation. Even a
bare erca, one crecated by firc, landslide, farming, lumbering, cte., will
become clothed with somc sort of vegetotion. Sooncr or later this will pass
through successive stages of vegetation and oventually it will becomec forest,
if the soil conditions arc suited to forest growth. Those who heve attended
ghoe splendid VSO fiecld trip at Skylend in the Shenandosh Netionsl Pork arc
familier with the Big Mendow arca. This vast open arca was created by the hend
of men in clearing away the forest and turning the arcs out to grazing. It

as becn artificially kept open by grazing, ond letterly by mowing. If loft
alone, it would, in o short while, beccome r brush arca, followed later by =
steady increase in tree species, vwhich in time wauld dominate the area ~nd a
forcst would once agoin prevaile That lerge open arca ~dds to the pleosures
of a bird trip for thorc ~re to be found certain birds thnt do not Enhnbit
the forest arecas,

We say that the lumbermgn have slaughtered a troct. Heve they
really slaughtered it and ruined it for bird study? It is truc that thoy haove
eliminnted the stately yellow poplars, pines oand vhite onks, but have they
cut 211 of the trees? There ore many trees that are too small for cconomic
logging, others of species for vhich there are no merkets ond still others
are too defective to cute. Thus we con sec that the aron is not compleotely
wiped out. The gnarled old blrck gum wosn't cut - yet it will produce its
blue drupes ond will continue to attract wexwings and flickers. They didn't
cut that red onk with the badly scapredbutt. It will perhops be utliized by
2 woodpecker or some other holé-nesting birds. Thosc dogwoods were not of
commercieal sizec, that tall beech was a line trec cnd theroc nrc of coursc a
number of pine sced trees, left nccording to lawe They havon't ruined the area
complctcly. The underbrush is still pretty much the woy it was and a few
spots might be left completely bere; they will be scoded by numerous wind
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disseminated seeds of grasses, weeds, certain wildflowers, pine, sweet gum,
yellow poplar, etc. It is true that conditions are quite chznged and that
the area is in for a spell of re-adjustment. With much of the overstory re-
moved the understory will teke full advantage of its release. A new
habitat has been created which when considered in relation to the uncut
forest on the adjacent property given a wider variety of bird habitat - and
perhaps will add to our pleasure.

In the eastern part of the state when a pine forest is cut the
change is generally for the better as far as bird watching goes for not all
of the ares will be regenerated to pine - even on the best of well managed
forests. There will be maple, sweet gum, black gum, holly, doguood,
viburnuwa, shadbush, huckleberry, etc., asserting itself among the young pines
giving a wide variety of plants nevwly released from the monotonous overstory
of pine. The changes are strong that many of the hardwood trees on such an
area will not be cut. Of course one might argue that the woods has been made
more messy for convenicnt walking around. Pine tops, a rank growth of grasses,
fox grape, Smilax, blackberry, Clethra, etec., might develop almost within
the samec seaeson; but isn't such a growth an excellent bird habitat -~ chats
for cxample. Besides, the logging doads will be welkeble for a long timo.

When the logger moves into the swamp and bottomland herdwoods he
doesn't move out leaving o bare arca. Unfortunately for thce landommner, but
fortunately for the naturclist such forest contain o frightful mumber of
cull trecs or treoes that are just too hard to eut 2nd haoul out. Thesc cull
trecs (maples, tupclos, overcup oaks, sycamorcs, river birechos, clms, ashes,
octcs) aro just as good for wildlif e as were thosc that were good lumber producers.
Porhaps thgy are better for those hollows and rotten spots are just right
for ell sorts of trec hole nesting birdse. The pileated woodpeckers will find
such areas just as good as before cutting, moybe bettcr for some logging
damege will be donc to the rosidual troes peving the way for inscet attacks.

The wiiter's favorite bottomland hardwood erea was cexploited for
all commercicl trces threc scasons ago. There has beeon no eppreciable l=nck
of toodpecckers including the pileated. A profuse growhh of undcrstary trces
and shrubs has token plece and instead of being ruined the arca has becomo
richer in a bird hnbitat sense. It will be years before cny commorcin
value will influence the owner to sell timber agrine.

Somc species of birds will suffer but not £1l1 timber tracts are
being cut simultaneously. Some owners refuse to sell, othor tracts are tied
up in estotes, rnd somo owners permit only partial cutting or cutting
marked timber under the scleetion system of forest menogement. No woods is
going to stoy excetly as it is and we hnad £ll best reconcile ourselves to
the fact that 21l is not lost when & woods is cut over. Where = forest,
say o pine stond, is getting elong towerd the time when it might be cut an
intercsting bit of ornithologicnl work ecn be done by cnrefully recording
the bird species (or populstidn) seen there on our bird wrlks for scveral
seasons. Then following the inevitable cutting we con keep, listing the
bird species or populations during the successive chrnges of the cut-over
vegetontion from the piles of tops and liberated understory on through
the sapling stages for the rest of our lifctime. The contrests from the
uncut to the cut over on throvgh the vrriocus stages will be most interesting.
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The writer is not hereby condoning the "destruction" of forest
habitats. He is rather offering a bit of solace to those who might be about
to lose a favorite habitat, or pointing the way to an interesting form of
bird study - bird ecology or habitat relations. The same solace is held
out to those whose favorite. spots have suffered the ravages of forest fires -
burned areas will slowly come back but at a much slower rete. The writer
regrets that he cannot offer much consolation to those whose favorite spots
are being cleared and bulldozed for housing sites - that is almost complete
destruction. The solution here is to get out and find another place.

An interesting book on the relation of agricultural changes to
bird habitats and the responses of the birds to such change is Birds and
Men by E.M. Nicholson. This is an English book discussing the changes
wrought in Britain by the hand of men. The author is rather optimistic for
the future of many species that have adapted themsclves to inevitable
anthropaeic changes.

-= Virginia Forest Service
Waverly, Virginia

B 7, Y-

FURTHER CHANGES IN THIE VIRGINIA LIST

By JeJ. Murray

During the past spring one new bird has been added to the regular
Virginia list; another changed from hypothetical to regular status; and
a new bird added to the hypothetical list; and last fall another was added
to the hypothetical list. This now brings the number of forms on our
regular list to 407 and the number on the hypothetical list to 1 o It must
be remembered that the hypothetical list includes only birds that we have
goed reason té think havc been observed in Virginia. Species are left on
thet list until a specimen has been taken, or until they have been satis-
factorily obscrved at more than onc place and by more than one person.

(Cattle Egret. Bubulcus ibis (Linnacus). This 01d World bird,
which was introduced into French Guimna, has now spread to this country,
and has possibly become established in our avifsuna. For several years it has
boen recorded at various spots along the Atlantic coast, from Florida to
Massachusetts. Now it can be added to the Virginia list on a hypothetical
basis. John H. Buckalew, vho is a careful observer, saw two of these bifds
on the Chincoteague Refuge, at the upper cnd of the 'Levels', on May 13, 1953,
Refuge Manager E.O. Mellinger, who wes away at the time, could not find the
birds again when he returncd. There has been some discussion as to the
scientific name to be used for this bird. On the British list it is
Ardeola ibis (misprinted seversl times in The Florida Noturalist as Albeola
ibis); but according to information given to Louis 4. Stimson (Floridn
Noturalist, 26, 136) by Dr. Herbert Friedmenn the ncme Bubulcus ibis will
bG used in the forthcoming edition of the A. 0. U. 'Check-List').
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Eastern Glossy Ibis. Plegadis falcinellus falecinellus (Linnaeus).
Another good sight record of this bird enables us to change it from the
hypothetical to the regular list. Refuge Manager E.O. lMellinger saw cne on
May 8, 1953, at the upper end of the 'Levels' on the Chincoteague Refuge.
On later trips he could not find ite

Willow Veery. Hylocichla fuscescens fuscescens Ridgway. It is
now known tha® this western form of the Veery migrates not uncommonly throuzh
the Zastern United States. One originally secmred by Mrs. M.B. Peacock,
Route 2, Box 200, Fairfax, Virginia, at Pine Ridge on May 9, 1953, was
turned over to the I'ish and Wildiifc Service collection, where it was identi-
fieds While it probably occurs not infrequently in Virginia, this is our
only definite record.

(Brewer's Blackbird. BEuphagus cysnocephalus (Wagler). J.M. Abbott
states that he carefully obmerved one at Roaches Run on October 8, 1952
Atlantic Naeturalist, 8, 148. There is no previous rocord for the state)

-=- Lexington, Virginia

PP .

SUMMARY OF BIRDS BANDED LT PINE RIDGE
December 5, 1949 to April 30, 1953

By Mrse M.B. Peacock, Fairfax County, Virginia

Bob-white 3 Pine Siskin 3
Mourning Dove 15 Sevenneh Sparrow 1
Heiry Woodpecker 1 Whi te~-crowned Sparrow 8
Dowvny Woodpecker 34 White-throated Sparrow 1194
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker h 8 Tree Sparrow . ¥
Red-bellied Woodpeckor 6 Chipping Sparrow &7
Flicker 6 Field Sparrow 124
Hurmingbird > & Junco 1355
Phocbe 6 Song Sparrow o092
Pewee 19 Lincoln Sparrou 8
Yellow=-bellied Flycatcher 1 Swamp Sparrow 24
Llder Flycatcher 3 Fox Sparrow 155
Least Flyecatcher 6 Chewink 190
Blue Jay 141 Cardinel 145
Common Crow 3 Rosc-breasted Grosbecsk 3
Starling 15 Indigo Bunting v
Bobolink 5] Scarlet Tenager 6
Cowbird 6 Red-ecyed Vireo 15
Red-wing 1 Philadelphia Virco i
Orchard Oriole 2 Ycllow-throated Vireco 1
Baltimore Oriole 1 White-eycd Vireo :
Bvening Grosbeak 178 Cedar Wexwing 1
Purple Finch 503 Black & Vhite Warbler 1
Goldfinch 472 Golden-winged Verbler 3
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Nashville Warbler 6 Catbird 120
Tennessee Warbler 1 Thrasher 63
Cape May Warbler 3 Carolina Viren 24
Yellow Warbler 2 Bewick VWren 2
Myrtle Warbler 54 House Wren 43
Magnolia Warbler 8 Brown Creeper 12
Bay=breasted Warbler i White-breasted Muthateh 18
Blackpoll Varbler 2 Red-breasted Nuthatch 8
Black-throated Green Warbler 3 Titmouse 45
Palm (Western,2; Yellow,4) 6 Chickadee 52
Prairie Warbler 2 Golden-cromed Kinglet 4
Ovenbird 18 Ruby-crowned Kinglet i
Kentucky Warbler 1 Wood Thrush 18
Connecticut Warbler 1 Veery 5
liourning Warbler : % Gray=-cheeked Thrush 4
Yellowthroat 31 Olive-backed Thrush 9
Yellow-breasted Chat 8 Hermit Thrush 17
Hooded Warbler 3 Robin 106
Canada Varbler 2 , Bluebird 43
Redstart 4 Winter Vren %
English Sparrow £ Pine Varbler S
Mockingbifd 24

91 species = totaling 6181

(Probebly the most interesting feature of the Arlington meeting of the
VeS.0. was thc demonstration of trapping and banding at the home of Mrs. l.Be.
Peacock. The above list summarizes hor work for threc and a half years.

- Editor)

-- Route 2
Fairfax, Virginia

~=~000===

REPORT ON THE 1953 BLUE RIDPGE FORAY

By Robert J. Watson

The second annual VSO Blue Ridge foray was held at Skyland, in
the Shenandoah National Fark, on June 19 and 20, 1953. About thirty VSO
members and visitors attended the foray and participated in the various ficld
trips which werc conducted under the ablc leadorship of Park Naturalist
Payl G. Favour.

The following arcas were covercd during the foray: Thoroughfarc
Mountain, via the Thoroughfare Mountain fire road; Limberlost, via 0ld Rag
fire road; Big Mcadows, along the Rapiden firc road; Hazel Wilderness, via
thic Hazel Mountein fire road; and Little Stony Maon cliffs.

The consolidnted list of birds obscrved during the tvo days follows:
Turkey Vulturc, Broad-winged Hawk, Ruffed Grousc, Bob-vhite, Barred Owl,
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Whip=poor-will, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Flicker, Downy
Woodpecker, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe, Acadian Flycatcher, Wood Pewee,
Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Raven, Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse,
White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher,
Robin, Wood Thrush, Veery, Cedar Waxwing, Starling, Solitary Vireo, Red-
eyed Vireo, Black-and-White Warbler, Black-throated Blwe Warbler, Black-
throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler,
Prairie Warbler, Ovenbird, Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Hooded Warbler,
Canada Varbler, Redstart, Meadowlark, Cowbird, Scarlét Tanager, Cardinal,
Rose~-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Goldfinch, Red-eyed Towhee, Vesper
Sparrow, Carolina Junco, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Song Sparrov.

== Chestleton Hotel, Apt. 527
Washington, D.C,.

===B00==~

DIVIDEND PAYERS: AN INTERESTED CITIZENRY

By Mrs. L.W. Machen

Four times the ringing of the telephone has given some of the bird
watchers in the Hampton-Newport News srea the thrill of a lifetime.

In late April of 1949 an article in the newspaper about "strange
white birds" submkitted by 2 curious and observant citizen lead to the
identification of the Wood Ibis. Tho birds, in a flock of fifty, ceme to
various parts of Hampton Creck. On Moy 3rd they were secen in flight end
gheir flight was followed to the cove where thoy were roosting. The flock
decreassed in size from day to day, but meny citizcons charted their eoursc
from creck bank to ereek bank with enough interest to kecep us posted by
telcphonc, On May 10th there remained nine in the floek. The lotest nurber
scen was threc. By mid-May they had gone. It mag well be that the lone
individual observed May 8th of that year at York River mas one of this flock.

Last year,1952, on March 10th onother interested observer omong
the laymen called to deseribe a bird, fifty of vhieh werc in her yard ot that
timc. It sounded like the Evening @rosbenk. Obligingly this flock of
Evening Grosbeaks, for that is what they were, stayed in the vieinity of
her house for over a month affording excellent observations to meny bird
lovers. Other citizens saw them in other parts of Hrmpton and the county,
watched them carcfully, telephoned us about them snd so helped us determine
fairly accurately hov well scatterecd they were, when they orrived and vhen
they left, Our last date was May 10th.

Agein lost year 2 group of school pupils and night school students
toking © class in Bird Identificrtion helped keep a lone Snowy Egret
aceurately rccorded. 4dppearing on Februsry 6, 1952, he was watched until the
end of March when there werc no more observations. Then on December 9 the
bird reappeared and wes on the ereek until March 13 of this years.
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Just the other day, Monday, April 20, a woman telephoned in a wonder-
ful observation, so accurately given as to prove her own identification
absolutely correct. Next morning two of us went to her home during her
breakfast hour and we seated ourselves in chairs before her window feeders.

The lady fed her three children and her husband while we kept our eyes
riveted to the window. Peterson's Guide to the Western Birds was on the arm
of the chair. At 8:15 a.m. the bird ceme, dull in coloring, far from
spectocular, but undoubtedly the bird we had come to see and which she had
so positively identified: the Green-tailed Towhee. What made her cbserva-
tion more than rcmarkeble was the fact that she had studied birds only

from those secn at her fecder. Had the bird been colorful or freskish in
any way it would have made her careful observing less noteworthy, perhaps.
There, mingling with Chipping Sparrows with rufous crowns and White-throated
Sparrows with white throats, was another bird! She had been discriminating
enough to know that the combination of rufous erown, whitc throat, geccnish
back and grecy underparts was something different. She had tracked it down
in the big volumc "Birds of America" and had told us what she thought it

was over the telephone. Her children knew it by sight. They had been watching
the bird sincc the very last of February!l

Bird watchers of the Hampton-Newport News area will be forever
grateful to these citizens who observed with interest these unususl birds
and then took timc to telephonc us about thome

-= 328 Marshall Strect
Hempton, Virginia

. " -

GREZN-TAILED TOWHEE AT AMELIA, VIRGINIA

By Mr. & Mrs. John R. Gatowood

In /meclia County, Virginia, near imelia Court House, on Mr. James
G. Campbell's farm, my wifec, her father, and I made the observetions con-
tained in this summary. We werc visiting the Campbells, my wife's people,
and we also did 2 lot of bird watching. We had binoculars (8x30 and 8x24),
a 60 mm. Beusch nnd Lomb spotting scope with & 30-power cyebicce, Peterson's
field guide, and use of the Ludubon guide to small land birds.

On Tuesday morning, .lpril 7, 1953, we first sav a bird vhich we
thought at first was a Swamp Sparrow. However, during this first observation
I noticed the ycllowish crst of the lower prrt of the wing, the grayish
coloration of the rest of the wing and the back, rnd thc size, all of which
werc difforent from the Swamp Sparrow. It was in comprny with o Cardinel,

a Song Sparrov, and at least onc Whito-throoted Sparrow, snd I could sce

that it was fully es large as if not lorger than the White-throatcd Sperrow;
it even chased the White-throat and the Song from the immediate ere2 in vhich
it was fecding. This arca was under o smell pine tree just at the edge of a
newly-plowed gerden which is bordered on this edge by 2 downward sloping
ficld of small pincs, bushes, cnd honcysuckles.
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My wife and I later saw the same bird several times feeding
around the stable lot, and it had evidently been feeding there lonz enough
to be samewhat teamed because one time I walked toc within e few feet of it.

I had checked through the field guides and could find no bird
other than the Green-tailed Towhee which looked like what we had scen. We
had already observed that the bird had a chestnut red crown, a very white
throat with tho white extending farther down onto the upper breast end
more to the sides of its throat than the White-throoted Sparrow, snd with
a medium grey back. Now, during an observation of about five minutes throuzh
the scope (at the equivalent distance of less than tvo fcot since we hed it
gset up about forty feet from the bird), I observed that therc was a thin
dark line, apparcntly black, on each side of the throat, but still in the
vhite, #nd that the vhite of the throat was not sepurcted from its surround-
ings by any derk edeging. 4Also, the reddish color of the crown had no dark
edging. The bill was not quite so stubby as that of the Easteorn Towheo,
The gray of the back and 7ings was unstreaked ond scemed to have a Blight
olive cast. The lower part of the folded wing and the top of the tail had
a light yollowish-green spperrance (mainly yellow) with this color on the

2il a little dnrker in sppecrance than on the wing. Thus the lower part of
the wing had 2 suffuscd ycllow appenrance, while the rest of the wing was
about the stme medium gray as the bock. The breast was a clear pearly greay,
dorker toward the throat. The lcg feathers were nlso light. The legs were
of medium length, perhnps slightly longer than the White-throabed Sparrou's.
We observed the bird scratehing, zspperently with both foct at once. I saw
it eeting o grain which it had seratched out of the loose straw and hey in
the walkway in front of the stoble lot. There werc some loosc oots stored in the
feed house nearbv.

Altogether, bn Lpril 7, 9, 10, ~2nd 11, we obscrved the bird in
severcl situctions and postures, in varying light, and at different times
of the day. Through thc scope we observed it ot the edge of =~ gorden ~nd in
front of the draw-bars of the stable lot; and through the binoculars, on the
tops of posts, in bushes, and on the ground beside the stcble, ond 2t the
edge of the pasture fence close to the stcblec. Finolly, both my wifc and I
heord o soft, low "mew" directly from the placc to which we had just seen
the bird fly.

== 2621 01d Lexinzton Road

Winston-Salem, North Carolina

PO T T

AN UNUSUAL BIRD RECORD FOR THE BLUE RIDGE

By Willirm O. Lewis, Kathorine M. Lewis, nnd Robert J. Watson

On May 17, 1953, immecdintely coftor turning off Route 250 onto the
Skyline Drive, we were surprised to seoc 2 Floridr Gollinmule stonding by the
side of the roads The bird was loeated within n fern hundred yords of Route
250, near the beginning of the wooded nree on the east side of the Drive. It
was  2pparently uncble to fly beeause of injury, amd mrde no effort to fly
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off as we passed. Ve attempted to capture it, but it escaped by slipping into
a dense tangle of weeds and low undergrowth. There were no bodies of water
nearer than the foot of the mountain, and we surmised that the bird had
injured itself by flying into an obstruetion, probably while trying to

cross the ridge at this point, and had been forced to come to rest in this
unlikely spote.

Another observation made the same day, vhich may be of interest,
was a singing male Cerulean Werbler along the Drivg, inside the Shenandoah
National Park ncar the 96-mile post. Wetmore, in/Ti%t of Birds of the
Shenandoah National Park, lists only two records for this species within
the Park.

T, T, -

LOBLOLLY FINE AS 4 FOOD FACTOR FOR RED-WINGS

By F.R, Scott

In Tidewoter and the eastern part of Piedmont, Virginia, occur
large stands of Loblolly Pine (Pinus tacda); generaly considcred to be the
most important commercisl trece in the state. Such a forest would sean to be
a strange place for Red-wings (Agelaius phoeniceus) to be found, but on
December 18, 1952, the writer found a flock of 30 appcrently feceding on
the cones of a pure stand of these treces on Hog Island, Surry County, Virginia.

In morc northern forests thc cones of conifcrous trees are
generally theroughly utilized_as a food, particularly by the Cardueline
fineches. On the other hand therc scem to be no spceies thich cre wadll-
known for utilizing Loblolly Fine seeds for food. Thc Red-wing moy well
occupy this availeble niche morc froquently than is reclized.

-- Richmond, Virginic

===000==~

VIRGINIA NOTES

The Purple Sandpiper (Erolis maritime) at Little Creck.

On March 27, 1963, vhilc coming into Little Creck on the
Chesapeake Bay Ferry, tvo Purple Sondpipers were secn near the end of the
cost jetty. Two years age seven of these birds werc noted in almost exactly
the same plnce. Ls the boot went by, we were looking for them, cnd we had
excellent views, noting the eyc ring, ~nd the yellovw-orcnge legs. It would
be most interesting to find out if these sondpipers spend tho entire winter
on this jetty. In the Now York area there are two somevhnt similer jettiocs
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on Long Island, and on both of these, a smsll group of Purple Sandpipers mey
invariably be found throughout each winter, yet they occur almost at no
other place for miles along the South Shore. There are also certain small
offshore rocks on Long Island Sound, off the southern Connecticut Shore
where one may find numbers of Purple Sandpipers on any winter's day, vet
they seem never to leave these particular rocks.

The Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) at Lynnhaven.

Just south of Lynnhaven Inlet, on & large sand bar which was ex~
posed at low tide two CGlaucous Gulls were seen. This was on March 27, 1953,
As both Herring Gulls (Larus argentatus)and Ring-billed Gulls (Larus
delawarensis) were sitting with thesc gulls, it was very vlwple to compare tham
for size, ond both the white-winged gulls appeared definitely larger than the
Herring Gulls. While watching them, onc flew up and came to rest on a perch
very near the bridge, affording a fine close-up view. It is of intercst to
note that much carlicr the same day another Glasucous CGull wes found on a
field closc by the New Jersoy Turnpike in southern New JFerscy. In the Now
York arca there was also a number of these birds seen throughout the winter,
and they appeared in tho East River for the first time.

-~ Locke Mackenzio
Clement Cobb
Richard Harrison

I,

THE 1952 FALL MIGRATION IN VIRGINIA

By F.R. Scott

The fall season was very dry in general until late Névember, when
heevy reins (snow in parts of the mounteins) broke a drought that had
started in corly October. Tempcratures were cbout normal with 2 cool
October and eerly Novomber. North -nd oast of Virginic the scason was
astonishingly mild, produecing, togother with the dry veather, one of the
most spcetaculor crops of esorly arrivals end late departures ever scen in
Virginia. The early arrivals were most pronpounced in the ducks, where every
rogulorly wintering species wos specifically reported beforc the end of
October with the exception of the Golden-cye, Greater Scaup and American
Morgonscr. Examples of early duck arrivols werc Canndo Geesc at Yorktorm

end Back Bay in latc September, Mallerd ncor Richmond on Septcmber 17,
Pintail nt Richmond on October 2, Shovellers ot Roaches Run on Octobor 1dy
Gadwells (35) necr Clearksville, Lccklcnburg County, on October 4 (R. urglbston
and W. McMann), ond T'h.i‘rce-—w.zrléed Scoter at Yorktorm on October 10. Othor
early errivels werc Coots ot Richmond on Soptomber 9, Red=-breasted Nut-
hatehes on September 20 cnd Brorn Crecper on Septombar 24 on Big Flat
Mountain, Albemarle County, Pipits migroting over Big Flnt Mountein on
Scptember 20, 21, cnd 24 (F.R. Scott, C.E. Stovens, R.J. Watson), Yellow-
bhroated Warbl T near Clarksville on Octobur 4 (Ru & Wii). Lato records
included 2 Blue-gray Gnotentcher at Alexendrin on Novembor 11 (J.XK. Meritt,
E.G. Davis), o Black-polled Warblor ot Roaches Run on November 2 (R.R Kerr)
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a Prairie Warbler at Quimby, Accomack County, On October 25 (FRS), an Orchard
Oriole at Alexandria on September 29 (J.A. Abbott), and a Baltimore Oriole
near Alexandria on November 27 (JKM).

The outstanding record of the season was the discovery of a
Brewer's Blackbird at Roaches Run on October 8 by J.A. Abbott (Atlantic
Naturalist 8 (3): 148, January-Februsry, 1953). This is a first record for
Virginia and now tekes its place on the hypothetical list.

Pelagic Birds. A Red-necked Grebe st Cape Charles on October 25
is probably the earliest Virginia record (FRS). An early Pied-billed Grebe
was found near Newport News on August 2 by R.L. Glassel, and 3 were picked
up by Park Service rangers along the Skyling Drive on September 16, & new
record for the Shenandosh National Park. A Double-crested Cormorant was
found nesr Clarksville on October 4 (RE & W1).

Herons. Egrets appecar to be msking use of the new Buggs Island
Reservoir in Meccklenburg County, and 22 fmerican and 3 Snowy LZgrets were
found therc ncar Clarksvillc on Scptember 6 (RE & R. Lylc). Egzleston also
found a Snowy at Danvillc on fugust 29. Louisiana Herons arc now &ppecaring
rogularly west of the Chesapeskes, and Glasscl had a meximum of 15 at
Grandview, Hampton, on fugust 9. C.C. Stecirly reportcd individuzl birds at
Hog Island, Surry Ceunty, on Jfugust 8 and near Newsome, Southampton County,
on Jugust 87. Ycllow-crowncd Night Herons were reported as usual in south=-
eastorn Virginia, and a new locality record is Clarksville, wherc an
immeture was seen on October 4 (RE & Wi).

Swons, Geesc, Ducks. Nine Whistling Swans appearcd at Fort Bustis,
Warwick, on October 22 and 3 remained until October 25 (Howerd Lindquist).
In spite of tho gencral carly arrival ofmost ducks and geese, Snov Geosc did
not errive at Beck Bay until after mid November (John H. Groy, Jr.), probebly
because of good feeding conditions farther north. Threc Blue (Geese spent
Octobor 15 to 85 et Stumpy Lake, Norfolk (W.F. Rountroy). Becausc of dry
conditions Shovcllers did not arrive at Stumpy Lake until November 23 (WFR).
Ducks mrde good usc of thc now Buggs Islmmd Rescrvoir in Mecklenburg County,
tnd therc was & maximum of 1300 refting neor the castern ond on November 18 (FRS

Havks. = numbcr of observers cocoperated during September to get
counts of migreting hawks clong the mountein ridgos of the stnte. The total
havic count for Virginia, from thec Bluc Ridge west, was approximetcly 9600,
with Broand-winged Havks smounting to 9300 of thesc (based on incomplete data).
Gonerally, tho bost rcports werc olong the northern Blue Ridge, the highest
single day's count being made by C.E. Stevens on Big Flot Mountein, [lbemerle
County. On Septoembor 24 hc found 1736 havks, of which 1712 wore Broad-wings.
in interesting late report, not included in the ebove totrls, was "hundreds®
of Broad-wings nt Mb. Rogers on Ocicber 12 (Shiclds).

One Golden Engle wes reported: an immesture at Grent North Mountain
just south of Hryfield, Frederick County, on September 20 (V/.R. DeGrarmo ot
al). Pigoon Hewks werc o ferture of the survey on Septemboer 20, with 3 at
Phihl Ferm just north of Route 7, Clark end Loudoun counties (George Hall);
one nt Grent North Mountain (WRD); and one ot East River Mountain near
Blueficld, Bland County (Lawrcnee Hicks). 4An inercdibly eorly Hough~lecgged
Hawk wes scon necar Poris, Loudoun~Clerik-Fauquier countics, on Septembor 21
(Neill Phillips, ¢t 21), and cnother at .rlington on Novcmber 12.
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Rails and Shorebirds. Bruce McCartney and others found King Rails
common in fresh-water marshes along the York River, Virginia Rails were
regular through November, and Sora were abundant in the marshes of the Lower
Teninsule, the last record being November S at Harpersville (FRS). A
recently developed mud flat just south of Alexandria (Hunting Creek) is
beginning to produce some excellent shorebird records, including 4 White-
rumped Sandpipers on August 12 and a Golden Plover on September 14 (JMA}.

A number of interesting shorebirds tmrned up on the Lower Peninsula, ineclnding
several new records for the area. Some of these included 2 Oystercatclers
at Seaford on November 5 (FRS), a Golden Plover at Grandvicw on November 2
(RAG & HL), the latest record for the state, ond a Villet near Newport News
on fugust 10 (RAG & HL). ZElsewhere, E.D. Mellinger had 4 Avocets et
Chincoteague Refuge from September 25 to October 18, with a single bird
remaining until November 2. He also found several Marbled Godwits there on
September 25 end 28. Inland, a Red-backed Sandpiper was found at Lexington
on September 22 and 27 (JeJ. Murray) end another near Clarksville, October 4
(RE % WM)+ Murray also hoad Least end Semipalmated Sandpipers at Lexington
on iugust 8, the earliest by far for either. A fatizued Northern Phalarope
was closely cobserved at Yorktown on September 11 by R.J. Beasley and Capte.
Jos Churan. Another was secn in Chesapeake Bay 7 miles south of Kiptopeke
on October 24, the latest record for the state (FRS),

Gulls and Terns. On November 22 J.K. lWiright found an immature
Iceland Gull in first year plumage just south of Alexandria, and the bird
was later seen by J.A. Abbott. The second inland occurrence of the Great
Black-backed Gull in Virginie was reported on November 22 ot Byrd Perk,
Richmond, an immaturc bird (FRS). A highly umusual inlsnd rocard was a
Loast Torn at Roaches Run on dugust 3. 4 very high count of Royal Terns
was 385, including 200 young, at Wachapraeguc on iugust 16 (S.i. Briggs
et al). Black Terns werc reported from several locnlitics, with a
maximum of 15 et Warwick on Scptember 1 (RAG). Singles were scon at Lexing-
ton on iugust 20, September 1 and October 5 (J. Womeldorf).

Cuckoos to Vircos. A late Yellow-billed Cuckoo mas found ot
Stumpy Leke on October 25 (WFR) and o Black-billed Cuckoo at Warisiclk on
Scptember 14 (RiG). Four Short-cared Owls (1 collccted) werc found on
somc islands in the ecstern projcction of Halifax County on November 3
and 9 (John Westbrook et a1). The area is now entirely covored by Buzes
Islond Rescrvoir. & large migration of Nighthowks occurred ot Arlington
on September 1 when 1200 werc scen (L. Griffin). . Westomn Kingbird at
Seaford, York County, on Scptember 7 is a new record for the area (RIB).
Single Treill's (dlder) Flyeantchers werc banded at Pire Ridgc on ‘ugust 29
and September 16 (Elizabeth D. Percock), and one was .secn Scptember 14 =%
Big lMoadows, Shenandoah Pork (P... DulMont). Lnte Lecst Flycntchers werc
found at Legington on Septomber 22 (JIM) nnd ot Fort Belvoir on October 5
(IMA). 4 Bank Swallow ncar Lloxandria on October 11 wes very late (JMA),
tnd a Bewick's Wiren ot Pine Ridge on October 27 wes unusaal (EDE).
alexender Wetmere found o Long-billed Marsh Wren high in the Shennndoah
Hationnl Pork on September 27, o new Pork records It was in a dry area
vith a cover of weeds. S.M. Russell hed 2 Long-bills at <bingdon on
October 5. The Veory, Olive-bocked a~nd Gray-cheeiked Thrushes were all
reported from Warwick (R.LG}, ©11 locolly unkommon to scarce. Thore were
3 £all records of single Philadolphia Vireos: Pine fidge, Septcmber 2 (EDP)
Lexington, September 8 (JJM & R.0. Paxton); Vinrwick, October 11 (RAG), =
late record.

7
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Warblers to Finches. A Golden-winged Warbler at Lexington on
August 18 is the third record for Rockbridge County. Blue-winged Warblers
were seen at Warwick on August 14 (RAG), a very early date, and September 14
(RTB). Tennessee Warblers, rere in eastern Virginia, were reported at
Warwick (6 birds) on September 27 eid one at Fort Bustis, October 17 (RAG).
A late record was one at Alexandria on November 1 (JKW). Iurray collected
a Newfoundland Yellow Varbler near Lexington on September 8, a new record
for Virginia. Away from the Arlington area, the following single Connecticut
Warblers were reported: Richmond area, September 29 and October 16 (FRS);
Big Flat, Albemarle County, September 20 (CES ct al); and Skylend,
Shenandoeh Park, about September 1 (RJB). 4 Mourning Warbler was banded
at Fine Ridge on Scptember 5 (EDP)e The only Evening Grosbeak report was a
single bird at Pine Ridge on October 1, the carlicst fell record for tho
statc (EDP). Pine Siskins arrived early and in good numbers, and by the end
of October they had bccome rather cammon cast to MNorfolk and Cape Charlcs
with counts up to 50 birds. ReA. Glasscl found 2 carly Ipswich Sparrovus
at Buckroe Beach on November 9 and a Lark Sparrow at the same place on
September 26. 4 real rarity was a Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Abingdon on
October 5 (S.M. Russell). There were several records of Lincoln's Sparrous
about Arlington, ineluding onc banded on the carly date of September 21 at
Fine Ridge (EDP). The first Richmond record was obtaincd on October 3 (FRS).
There was an cxecllent flight of White-crowned Sparrous about floxandria,
the first record being 18 birds on October 11 (JMi). E.O. Mellinger
roported a number of Snow Buntings during the fall at the Chincoteaguc Refuge.

-- 2% Melvern Lvenue
Richniond 21, Virginia

~==000==~

FROM THE FRESIDENT'S FILES

Officers of en orgenization, like ministers, should practice what
they preach. I have been urging nttendance to our vorious ficld trips such
as the recent Bluc Ridge Foray. I had fully intended to attond when
suddenly I decided to rush up to northern lichigan to attend the mecting
of the Wilson Club. It may appear as thoukh I was descrting the home group
for a foreign group. I heston to explain that I have bocn ¢ member of the
Wilson Club for a number of ycars. JLlso I uscd the excuse thet T will hove
ample opportunity to attend Bluc Ridge Forays but perhaps never agein will
I have the chance to sec the bird lifc of northern Michigan under the super-
vision of experienced ornithologists. I was very sorry to miss the Bluc
Ridgo trip.

The Wilson Meceting was held at the University of Michigan Bioslogical

Stotion, Douglas Leoke, lichigen. Monday and Tuesdry, Junc 15-16, were de-
voted to papers cnd motion pietures with itoms of busincss intersperscd.
Some of the morc interesting popers —ith comments follow. "Nicho Requirc-
ments of Birds as Illustroted by their Community Distribution in the Douglas

ckec Region" produced soie intoresting discussion. It was emphasized that
vherces temperature ploys tho brincipel role in gencrnl distribution,
competition is thc chief foetor in determining thc niche. "Introgrossive
Hybridization in Flickers" couscd the question to be roised whethocr our
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yvellow-shafted flicker and red-shafted flicker are two really distinct
speciess "The Development of Vocal Patterns in e Hand-raised Meadowlark™
was illustrated by use of tape. For a period of time the song was very
uncertain, that is, the meadowlark imitated and picked up phrases from
other birds. Later it developed its own distinct meadowlark song. The

why of "The Distribution of Kirtland's Warbler" still remains unsolved.
"Variations in the Song of the Red-eyed Towhee" was illustrated by Areatas
A. Saunders in his characteristic way of whistling bird songs. ™"The
Anelytical Studies of Bird Songs" and "The Song Types of the Alder Fly-
catcher® were both illustrated with tape recordings. "A Hybrid Between the
Chipping and Clay-colored Sparrow" seems to be definitely proved. "The Use
of Embryology in Field Ornithology" came as a surprise to a number present,
but according tc the speaker embryclogy can mske a definite contribution to
field studies especially if definite ages of the embryos is desired.

I was impressed with the number of papers devoted to bird songs,
especially to the analysis of songs with tape recordings. There seems to be
an increasing interest in this type of study, that is, the rccorded song is
played at one-half to one-eighth normsl speed in order to catch all the
notes and variations in pitch vwhich are not picked up by the human car as the
song is normally sung.

Field trips were scheduled for Tucsday morning beforc breakfast
and Wedncsday 2ll day. The Tuesday morning trip took us to a bog, a nesting
area where we heard the winter wroen, hermit thrush, vecry, golden-crorned
kinglet, northern watcr-thrush and pmrple finch singing. Other warblcrs
familiar to us all were olso seen ¢nd hcard singing. On Wednesday I chosc
the ficld trip to the Jack Pinc area to sece the Kirtland's warbler whose
breeding range is limited to the Jack end Red Pine area about 90 miles by
60 miles in the north central part of the lowcr peninsuda of Michigan. Just
vhy it is so limited in its range is not knowm; Jack Pines grow in other
ercas but the warblers arc not therc. We were fortunnte in seeing meles,
femoles and nests with eggs ond young. One nest was under a tuft of beorberry
and another under a tuft of dried grass. Pine warblers were singing in the
nearby taller red pincs,.

The following onnouncement was received from the Nationnl Audubon
Society - "Please bec advised that the 49th Annucl Convention of the Netioncl
ZAudubon Socicty and its bronch and affiliated Soeieties will take pleoce
Novembor 14-17, 1953, in Now York City, with our new Audubon House, ot 1130
Fifth &venue, s hcadquarters. The Annual Dimner will tcke place on Tucsday
evening, Novcmber 17, and will be the concluding event of the convention.
Ve trust that you will put these dotes on your calendnr now ond that you
will wish to meke plans ot once so that you will be represented by one or
morc deleogrtes 2t the 49th Convention™. Signed by John H. Boker, Presidont.

== D. Ralph Hostetter
~==-000---

NOTICK

The latest number of Bent's Lifo Historiecs is now available. It is "The
Life History of North Amcrican Warblars", 734 p., $4.50, from Supt. of
Documents, CGovermment Printing Office, Washington 25, D.Ce. Order by nome
and number - S13:3:203.



TJbe Raven

BULLETIN OF THE VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF ORNITHOLOGY

J. J. MURRAY, EDITOR
LEXINGTON, VA.

VOL. XXIV SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 1953 NOS. 9 & 10

CONTENTS
Page

Annual Eastern Shore Summer Trip
BY C.C. Steirly SerEEB LT Rt I IR et s R R s R EE TR EE R 70

The 1952-1953 Winter Season in Virginia
B

e
BV I.H. SCOtt [ AR R R N NN N AN 71

Shorebirds from the Chincoteague Marshes
by C.C. Steirly R R R 74

Auvdubon Camp of Maine
By Wrs. Hewes Colamall, TPe sewimsesasisieseaesenseseee 75

Red-Letter Dey for VSO Member in Ohio
By Haﬂnette LiVingSton LR R N I I I I I I A ?6

Buff-breasted Sandpipers at Back Bay
.t(uv C'C' Steirly LA N N N NN R N N NN NN TN N ?8

From the President's Files
By D. Ralph Hostetter SEs v ssrI NI ERssERIRREIEsERTEIERLERETRTS 78

Notes and News R R R I I S I I S R I I A I 79

Reviews
By J e e Murray L R R N O N I S I I 80

A Coopepative Study of Bird Migration esseessessasisessio 81

New Menmbora of the VB sassves s evimees sesssiemsaees 83



Page 70 : THE RAVEN September-October, 1953

ANNUAL RASTERN SHORE SUMMER TRIP

By C.C. Steirly

The third annual VS0 summer field trip to Wreck and Cobb Islands on
August 8 was attended by 56 persons, most of whom were members of the VSO and
affiliated bird clubs. Forty-four:of the group began the day of bird study
at the Little Creek ferry slip. Twelve others joined the gromp at Oyster, a
small fishing village on the Eastern Shore, not far from Cheriton.

By 9:30 z.m. the group proceeded in two boats for Vreck Island, where,
as usual, it was greeted by a large flock of black skimmers. After all persons
were ferried ashore the group expdored the northern end of this sandy island
with its sparse vegetation and wide sandy beaches. Here a number of species
of shorebirds were observed at fairly close range. A dowitcher permitted
itself to be approached quite closely. Semipalmated plovers, oyster-catchers,
black-bellied plovers, Hudsonian curlews, sanderlings, Wilson's plovers,
piping plovers, least sandpipers, gull-billed terns, common terns, Forster's
terns and song sparrovs were observed here.

Aside from birds, members of the group had ample opportunity to obsecrve
and study scashorc biology including ghost crabs, king crabs, hermit crabs,
coelenterates, cchinoderms, mollusks, the vegetation pecular to thecsc some-
what stcrile islands, and other forms of life inecluding a diamond-backed
terrapin,

After eating lunch on board thc boats in the leec of Wreck Island we
entered the rather rough bit between Wreck an@ Cobb Islands and landecd on
Cobb Island. Herc two members fell in while discmbarking, the first of such
mishaps on a VSO Cobb Island tripe.

On Cobb Island, which has a magnificent beach facing the sea and an
extensive tidal marsh area, the group observed, in addition to many of the
birds listed above, green herons, Louisiana herons, pectoral sandpipers,
willets and a knot. This latter was one of the highlights of the day
ornithologically speeking. The number of Wilson's plovers observed was
somewhat unusual.

On the return journey to Oyster a vast expanse of tidal marsh vas
passed. Here a number of snovy egrets, little blue herons, great blue herons
and dmerican egrets were observed at favorable ranges. Other birds obsesrved
on the whole trip included redwings, least terns, tree swallovs, barn
swallows, ospreys, bald esgle, black duck, double-crested cormorants, and
from the ferry, & number of Wilson's petrels.

A complete 1list for the trip is as follows; by habitats:

Open water. Wilsor's petrcl, Double-crestod Cormorant, Laughing gull,
Herring gull, Ring-billed gull, Royal tcrn.

Oyster marshes and crecks. Great blue heron, snowy egret, Little blue
heron, Green heron, Lesser yellowlegs, Bald eagle, Black duck, Spotted sandpiper,
Osprey, Hudsonian curlew, Willet, jmerican egret, Trec swallow, Barn swallow.
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Begches, Cobb and Wreck Islends. Ruddy turnstone, Knot, Semipalmated
plover, Sanderling, Western sandpiper, White-rumped sandpiper (Eike and VWatson),
Least sandpiper, Black-bellied plover, Dowitcher, Gull-billed tern, Common
tern, Least tern, Forster's tern, Piping plover, Wilson's plover, Oyster=
catcher, Black skimmer, Pectoral sandpipers

Marshy interior of islands. Louisiana heron, Green heron (nest with
2 young], Seaside sparrow, Song sparrow, Sharp-tailed sparrow, Redwing.

Upland near Oyster. Crow, Fish crow, Starling, Bluebird, Chimney
swift, Meadowlark, Meckingbird, Kingbird, Killdeer.

The committee in charge of this trip assessed each participant $2.50
for truck transportation, boat rental and a gratuity for the boat crews. Upon
paying off these obligations it found thet it had a surplus of $53+40. Rather
than try to refund fractional parts of this amount to each participant the
committee decided to put the money in the VS0 treasury, carmarked as a special
trip fund for future trips.

~- Waverly, Virginia

T, K.

THE 1952-1953 WINTER SEASON IN VIRGINIA

By F.R. Scott

The season was very mild and open with winter temperatures averaging
over 3° above normal at Richmond. Precipitation was fairly heavy, but there
was almost no snow in eastern Virginia except for a light fall in early March.
The lack of a genersl freeze kept many water birds, such as Wood Ducks, around
in highly unusual numbers. As would be expected, there were numerous records
of unusual wintering species, and many birds which 20 years ago would have been
considered rare in winter continue to inecrease in numbers. One wonders how a
succession of hard winters would affect the winter bird life as we know it today.

Pelagic Birds. On a boat trip around the mouth of the York River on
February 11, F.R. Scott counted 1111 Horned Grebes, 79 Red-throated Loons,
but only 18 Common Loons. The Pied-billed Grebe, which is usually rare in
winter at Lexington, was found there December 23 (J.J. lurray) and February

6 and 9 (JeJeMe, J.Owen).

Herons. An American Hgret was found at Kiptopeke on December 28 and
another at Back Bay on December 27, DMost surprising ef all was a Snowy Egret
which wintered at Hampton from January 9 on (Mrs. L. Machen), the second year
this has happened. A Green Heron at Alexandria on December 7 was a notewarthy
record (J.M. Abbott et al.)
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Swans, Geese, Ducks. R. Eggleston found 3 Whistling Swans, 2 adults
and 1 immature, near Clarksville on December 7 on the new Buggs Island reservoir.
Canada Geese were far more cormmon than usual all over the eastern part of the
state ineluding the Eastern Shore. Brant are happily increasing now in the
state, and E.0. Mellinger reported a meximum of 20,000 during the winter about
Chincoteague. A flock of 5 was seen from the Cape Charles ferry on December 26,
the first Chesapeake Bay record in many years (FRS). A meximum of 24 Blue
Geese was seen at Presquile,between Richmond and Hopewell, on February 7
(J. DeLime), but dhe only record at Chincoteague was 2 on February 5 (EOM).
Others were reported at Hog Island (Surry County) and Back Bay. Some interest-
ing high counts of ducks were 400 Mallards above Yorktown on January 1 (B.
McCartney), 410 Shovellers at Chincoteague, December 27 (R.J. Beasley, EOM,
FRS), 233 Oldsquaw off the mouth of the York River on February 11, and 329
Buffleheads in the Yorktown area on December 23. Ruddy Ducks wintered much
less commonly then usual, and American Mergansers were almost entirely absent
from Richmond south and east, although they are usually very common in this
area. An exception was Hog Island which had over 300C Ruddy Ducks and many
American Mergansers in late December.

Birds of Prey. W.F. Minor found a Golden Esgle at Swift Run Gap on
the Skyling Drive on December 27. A very lete Osprey was seen near Alexandria
on December 20 (E. Jeanne Stivers), and a Peregrine Falcon at Arlington the
Bame daye

Marsh end Shore Birds. McCartney found both King and Virginia Rails
in fair numbers throughout the winter above Yorktown, and John Terborgh found
a King Rail near Falls Church on December 20. Clapper Rails wintered rather
commonly in the Chincoteague marshes, which is not always the case. An unusual
record of a wintering Sora was one near Abingdon on December 27 (S.M. Russell).
Five Ringed Plovers were seen at Oyster, Northampton County, on December 28
(FRS) and one Piping Plover at Seaford, York County, on January 31 (RJB).
A Woodcock at Lexington on December 23 was an interesting record for the
Valley (JJM). Wilson's Snipe were also found at Lexington, one on Deccmber 8
and 4 on December 23 (JJM), but perhaps even more intercsting was one at Big
Meadows, Shenandoah National Park, on December 26, which at 3500 fect was
possibly a winter altitude record for the state (P.G. Favour). Four Lesser
Yellow=legs in the Arlington~-Alexandria arca on December 20 were & highly
unusual record for an inland locality. R.lA. Glassel found 2 to 3 Purplc
Sandpipers at Fort Monorc, Hampton, from Decembor 6 to 28.

Jaegors, Gulls, Terns. & Pomerine Jacger off Rigby Island, Mathews
County, on February 10 was a rare bird for winter and the first record along
the western shore of Chesapesake Bay (FRS). Jack Perkins found an Iceland
Gull on the beach nt Back Bay Refugc on Janusry 29.  The Great Black-~backed
Gull continues its increase and is now found with somec regulority up the
York River to Yorktown. Two specimens of the Kittiwoke were picked up, thus
adding & new bird to the Virginia list. Cooper Barcficld found a live bird
in Broad Bay, ncar Cape Henry, on January 3, and E.K. Sloanc picked up 2
dead spceimen at Sandbridge, near Back Bay, on January 18, A Laughing Gull
wes found near Mt. Vernon on December 28, a very latce dote. Small flocks of
Forster's Terns wintercd both in Hompton Roads (Fort Monroc) and about the
entrance to Lynnheven Inlet. Scven Royal Toerns, seen from the Cape Charles
ferry on December 29 flying in a southward dircction, worc very latoc.
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Woodpeckers to Warblers. Red-headed Woodpeckers wintered in good
numbers over the state,and a few were found even at Lexington. A flock of 60
Fish Crows at Brooke, Stafford County, on December 22 was a large number for
winter in upper Tidewater (fide E.T. McKnight). Black-capped Chickadees werwe
reported at Arlington on December 13 and 30, 3 were seen at Blacksburg on
December 27 (C,0. Handley, Sre), and 2 at Lexington on December 23 (fide JJM).
There were only a very few reports of Red-breasted Nuthatches. A number of
House Wrens were reported from east of the mountains, and the first winter
record for the Valley was made at Lexington on December 23 (Re Paxton, JO).
Another was seen there December 28 to January 3 (J. Womeldorf]. While Long-
billed Marsh Wrens vinter often in good numbers along the coast, their
occurrence tlong the upper Tidewater at this season is always interesting.
As in the previous winter, a number were reported around Alexandria with a
maximum of 13 at Mt. Vernon on December 28 (fide J.Ms Abbott)e Gele Shear
gave a good description of a wintering Nashville Warbler which rcmained at
Blacksburg from December 8 to Fcbruary 10, Palm Warblers were found at
Falls Church, Mt. Vernon, Charlottesville and Blacksburg, snd Rountrey reports
thom as "obscrved deily"™ ncar Norfolk throughout the winter. Wintering
Yellow-breasted Chats were found et Grandvicw, Hampton, on January 1 and at
Fort Bustis, Warrick, on January 20 (both by RiG). There werc many rocords
during the winter from the northeastern states. 4 female or immaturc Black-
capped Warbler was seen ot Indien Point, Stafford County, on December 14 and
22 (ETMcK and T.B. Nolan).

Orioles to Sparrowse. The only report of a Baltimorc Oriolc wes one
at Warwick, December 14 (RAG). A large concentration of wintcring blackbirds
was found on the lower Jemes River ncar Hog Island, Surry County, and flocks
moving into ond out of this roost worc scen frequeatly as far away as
Jomestown end Yorktowne The bost estimatc, which ineluded only & fraction of
the total number of birds, was 210,000 on Dccember 22. Those werce mostly
Redwings but also included 30,000 Purplc Grackles and 10,000 Cowbirds
(FRS ot zl.). This was en intorosting yoar for northern finches. The Pine
Siskin invasion covercd the entirc statc with counts ranging up to ncorly
200 birdse Purplc Finches werc very erratic, scarce in some scctions and
rather common in others. The only Evening Grosbeck rcport was 3 ot
Arlington on Deccmber 13 (L. Griffin)e. A fcmele Common Redpoll was scon at Norge,
near \iilliemsburg, on Februery 14 (BMcC), ond 2 werc scen nt Norfolk for
several doys during Februory (WFR). Crossbills provided some very intercsting
records, ond therc wore the following reports of Red Crossbills: 14 ot Lewis
Mountein noar Charlottesville on November 20 (R.R. Kerr snd R.H. Peoke);

20 on the Skylinc Drive on December 29 (RRK); ~nd one on Mt. Rogers on
December 28 (fide SMR). Individual White~-winged Crossbills were reported at
Ilexsndrin on February 8 (J.K. Wright EE”EL') end at Pine Ridge on February 13
(Mr. ond Mrs. W. Scott). .[fter the excellent frll flight of White-crowned
Sparrows a few remained about [lexandria throughout the wintcr. 4 Sharp-
Sparrow ~t Clarksville on December 7 is onec of thc few Piedmont rceords for
this bird (RE). . single flock of 40 Chipping Sporrows nesr Cape Charles on
December 28 was a2 high number for a bird that is generally considercd to be
rarc in winter. Five Snow Buntings werc seen ot Fort Monroe on Fecbruary 8
(RIB, Cols J.R. Hughes, Capte. Je« Chursmn), and 2 werc seen on Mt. Rogers at
5100 fect on Deccmber 28 (SMR). This not only is an altitude record for

the state, but it is also one of the few records of this bird away from the
coast.

-~ Richmond, Virginia
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SHOREBIRDS FROM THE CHINCOTEAGUE MARSHES

By C.Ce Steirly

Ray J. Beasley, Frank C. Richardson and C.C. Steirly combined VSO
business with pleasure on May 23 when they visited the Chincoteague Island
area as an exploratory committee responsible for the summer VSO trip to the
Eastern Shore.

The long causeway leading to the village of Chincoteague was reached
at just the right ebbing of the tide to make the adjacent expanses of salt
marsh and mud flats most productive of shore birds and other birds frequenting
such a habitat. Needless to say the car was stopped at about every hundred
yvard interval and every likely pool, mud flat or assemblage of birds was
carefully studied.

Boat-tailed grackles were soon regarded as quite common. AsAfter about
the third stop the snowy egret was written off as common, althoggh binoculars
were trained on every one observed in the hopes of fturning up an American
egret, but nonc of this species was seen. The first good mud flat held a
group of sandpipers which after much argument, observation and discussion,
was agreed upon as containing least, semipalmated and western sandpipcrs.
Willets were reogarded as eommon and of coursec each onv secn and hcard added
immeasurably to thc plecsure of the trip. Two werc obscrved perched atop the
telephonc polcs that run parallecl to the ceuscway. Flocks of dowitchers
kept the observers on their toes for other shorebird possibilities among them.
Now and thon redwings, trece swallows, barn swallows, mourning doves and turkey
vulturcs flew overhead.

At seversl stops clapper rails were heard in the morsh grass clumps
and finally scveral were sech; one of these was actually swimming in a small
tidal gut. Laughing gulls, cormorants and lcast terns werce seen around the
larger bodies of water ~nd in one of them the party saw a horned grebe.
Green herons were seen now and then.

A particularly interesting mud flat contained a large flock of
black-bellied plover. Near them were several greater yellowlegs, red-backed
sandpipers and spotted sandpipers.

The end of the causegay loomed up altogether too socon but in a marsh
beyond Chincoteague the ruddy turnstone, fish crow, song sparrow and seaside
sparrow were added to the list.

Although heving nothing to do with Chincoteague it is of interest to
report that from Kiptopeke-Little Creek Ferry, on the return trip, a gull-
billed tern was observed. Alsc on this trip were seen the bald eagle, ring-
billed gull, laughing gull, herring gull and cormorant.

== Waverly, Virginia
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AUDUBON CAMP OF MAINE

By Mrs. Hawes Coleman, Jr.

To attend the Audubon Camp of Maine is an opportunity open to all
members of the Virginia Society of Ornithology. Having once attended, it is
the rare camper who deoes not return home fired with the enthusiasm to tell
everyone else about it, and to wish 2nd hope to return again and again.

For where can one have a two weeks' vacation with all the advantages
the Audubon Camp of Maine offers? And there are many. You are in daily
association with persons of kindred interest from all over the United States;
you have the opportunity to learn, without effort, many things about not only
birds, but plant life, marine 1life and insects, stars, weather, rocks and
minerals, and to develop an interest and skill in meny nature crafts.

Through the daily field trips the camper becomes acquainted with many forms

of life in their natural habitats, :and learns, through this firstghand ex-
perience the interdependence of all living things, and the power, and value

of them, one to the other. This practical conservation, or resource use educa-
tion is then self evident. One very thrilling point is the opportunity each
camper has in being taught by an excellent staff of instructors vho are them=-
selves willing and eager to impart their thorough knowledge. I would like to
at least mention their names: Allan Cruickshank, Birds; Jo Cadbury, Birds;
Bartram Cadbury, Marine Life; Dr. Doncld Borrow, Insccts; Miss Farida Wiley,
Plants; Mrs. Margarct Wall, Noture Activities.

Besides this most interesting and invigorating study scssion, there is
omplc time for rest, or writing and reading, or exploring on onc's own. Any
man or women, over eighteen, regordloss of professionsl background, is
tcligible! and is welcome as a coampers. The training is aimed ot those who
may want a boost in their knowledge and educntion, who serve in some phase
of sprcading thot knowledge gleancd, in schools, camps, muscums, libraries,
recrcation and youth group activities, or in any phasc of conscrvation.

But the comp staff is just as interested in you and me, the non-professional,
the one with nature 2s a hobby.

The number of campers is limited to fifty, for the best benefit of
all., By the end of the two week camping period there are many fast friend-
ships made. Campers are adequatkly housed in framed buildings, either
dormitories or one or two-bed rooms; with lavatory facilities, electric lights
and hot and cold selt water showers. Housekeeping is down to its simplest
point. And the clothes one wears ~ the most suitable seem to be the oldest,
the roughest, - there is no pride in being the best dressed!

The Audubon Camp of Maine is in the Todd Wildlife Sanctuary, on spruce
covered Hog Island in Muscongus Bay, about sixty miles northeast of Portland,
Maine, and ten miles east of Damariscotta, Maine. The camp is located on the
sheltered northern end of the island, one-eighth mile from the mainland.

I have not yet mentioned Mr. Carl Buchheister, who is Vice-President
of the National Audubon Society. Since the inception in 1936 of the .Audubon
Camp of Maine, Mr. Buchheister has been its director, its inspired director,
for without him, his leadership and direction the thirteen days of invigorating
nature study vacation could not have so deep & meaning and pmrpose for each of
its more than six thousand campers and graduates!
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Ninety dollars is the entire cost for any two week session; each
summer, there are five sessions of two weeks duration 6f similar training.
You have no opportunity to spend any more money during the entire time, except
a few nickels for Hershey bars, or a few dollars for nature books, and you
may even have them autographed by the authors, who drop in to visit us!

If we keep this in mind throughout the winter, there may be a number of
us whe can get off for such an invigorating vacation, and can possibly attend
one of the sessions together next summer. More about this in a spring issue
of the Raven - details, what you may expect to see (wildlife), and dates of
each session for the summer of 1954. Let us keep this in the back of our
thoughts. In the meantime you may want to write to Audubon House, National
Audubon Séciety, 1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, New York, for more information
about Audubon Summer Camps.

== 1513 Pelmyra Avenue
Richmond 27, Virginia

=== 000= ===

RED-LETTER DAY FOR V. S. O. MEMBER IN OHIO

By Nannette Livingstone

On April 26, 1953 at 7:30 a.m., two of my friends and I started for
Evans Leke. This lake is in the Youngstown, Ohio, area, near Greenford and
North Lima. It is owned by a private corporation which leascs water to mills
in Youngstown. Neither boating nor shooting is allowed at Evans Lake. My
two friends had visited the lake the day before, and they felt that a trip
there should hold much of interest for me.

Although the sky was cloudy and a few drops of rain shoved occasionally
on the windshield our spirits were not in the least "dampened¥ ‘One of my
frionds had placed her wonderful Argus Telescope carefully beside her in the
back of the car when we started. All threc of us had binoculars, and we
carried with us Roger Tory Peterson's A Field Guide to the Birds,

We hed been enthusiastically commenting upon such things as the
beauties of nature, the scarcity of traffiec, and the pity that apparently
mony people were sleeping away the morning hours, when we came upon & large,
swampy spot on the left-hand side of the rosd. Suddenly my friend in the
back scat exelaimed, "Wait a minuto, Helon! I think I scC sec...,Ii" Helen
stopped the car immediatdly, and, in no time at nll, wo werc "spotting"
birds ghrough the telescopc. Beforc we left that place, we had seen the
Lesser Yellow-legs, the Greater Yellow-legs, the Wilson's Snipe, and the
Woodcock. To me, the Wilson's Snipe was the most interesting of the four, with
his long beak jabbing up and down into the mud.

Feeling that we had had an extra good start for the day, we continued
our journey to Evans Lake. After about twenty minutes on the road, our driver
began to go very slowlys. I soon learned that we were nearing a green field on
the edge of Evans Lake vhere my friends had seen Canada Geese on the day before.
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At first it seemed as though the geese had moved to another feeding ground,
but upon further looking, we saw them far bsck in ghe field near a farmyard
fence. To see them through the telescope sitting close together, so straight
and still, they might remind one of & family group posing for a picture.

Just before leaving the lake, however, our hither-to-silent friends gave us

a lovely water show. All of them landed in the water about the same time,
honking as they did so. Eight of them separated themselves from the others,
and, making & pretty V, swam up the lake, while the remaining fifteen formed
a line in the water and swam toward the shore from which they had flown.

We "spotted" a Loon far up the lake. Through our binoculars, it
appeared as a tiny speck, but the telescope brought it so close that we were
sure that it was not a Common Loon. It must have been a Red-throated Loon.

There were many Coots, some on the shore and some swimming about
near the shore in large flocks. UWe saw Baldpates, Pinteils, Bluc-winged
Teal and Creen-winged Teal. The white crescent on the face of tho Bluc-
winged Teal and the white mateh in front of the wing of the Green-vingcd Teal
helped us to idontify these birds. There worc Lessor Scaup Ducks, Ruddy
Ducks, Mallards, and Ring-neccked Ducks.

We had splendid views of the Spotted Sandpiper and the Poctoral
Sandpiper. There werc more of the latter spececies than the former. We were
especially glad to scc the Pectoral Sandpipoerse. The most distinguishing mark
was the decided line vhich divided the "bib" from the white belly.

What a busy piace the lake was, with ducks and gulls flying back and
forth overhead and each little creature on the water enjoying life to the
fullest in its own way! Some ducks bobbed about like big corks on the water.
Other ducks seemed to be modeling their fine feathers as they gracefully
turned all the way around, sometimes pausing for a moment to look straight
at us. Of the gulls, we saw what Peterson describes as two of the "most
common gulls away from salt water", the Herring Gull and the Ring-billed Gull.

For me nothing at the lake afforded a more complete feeling of re-
laxation and delight than the graceful flying and expert diving of the Caspian
Tern. There were two of these birds. One of them must have been hungrier than
the other, for he kept circling around overhead and mekinz foreeful dives from
“way up", seeming actually to puncture the surface of the water as he hit it
with his long, red beak. Watching this lovely, long-winged creaturc, vhich
conducted itself with such perfect abandon, could but fill one with admiration
for its performance and exhilaration at the sight of it.

April 26, 1953, was indced a Red-Letter Day for me. A remarkable
experienco it was to have taken place in approzimately onc hour and a half
of bird-watching at a small inland lake.

== Pulaski, Virginia
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BUFF-BREASTED SANDFIPERS AT BACK BAY

By C.C. Steirly

On September 26, 1953, while walking through a freshly plowed field on
Long Island, Back Bay Refuge, a buff-breasted sandpiper, Tryngites subrufi-
collis, was observed by Rountrey, Richardson, Perkins and the writer at fairly
close range. The bird was7at®lock of six semipalmeted plover and was guite
tame, permitting the observers to approach rather closely. In the same field
were several blakk-bellied plover and a Hudsonian curlew. The buff-breasted
sandpiper remained with the small flock of semipalmated plover all of the
time while under observation.

Later in the day, while returning to Sandbridge, three of the group
observed another buff-breasted sandpiper. This one was associated with a
small flock of sanderling and was observed on the sandy beach very close to
the water's edge,

Reference to the writings of Forbush, Sprunt and Todd rovealed that
this is a rarc spccies on the Atlantic scaboard since it migratcs principally
elong the Mississippi from its Aretic breeding grounds west of Hudson's Baye

-~ Waverly, Virginia

O

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S FILES

Competition for use of the bird bath outside our kitchen window
was yory keen during the hot and dry months of July and August. Early in
the morning threc to five birds perched on the small limb above the bath
awaiting their turn while one or two were bathing. Fregquently two use the
bath at the same time, or one was bathing while another was on the rim drinking.
Robins, mockingbirds, brown thrashers, cetbirds, flickers, purple gracklcs,
a Tow stqulngs and English sparrovws used the bath daily either for drinking
or bathing. All this is evidence to the fact that birds need water constantly,
and it should be supplied as regularly during the summer as we do food during
the winter.

A recent letter from Mr. John H. Beker, President of the National
Audubon Somiety, contains a concern which I would like to share with the V.S.0.
membership. The letter is too lengthy to include all, so I will select
pertinent paragraphs.

"At a recent meeting of the Waterfowl Advisory Committee with the
Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, a member maid he felt it important
to emphasize that the primary responsibility of the Federal Government in
establishing migratory bird hunting regulations is to provide meximum hunting
opportunity in relation to supply. In response it was pointed out that the
texts of the Migratory Bird Treaty and the Enabling Act of 1918 clearly
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specify that the primary responsibility of the Federal Government is to protect
the resource and that the provision of hunting opportunity is secondary ..

"Tn the official release it is stated with regard to the Barifie
flyway, 'This increase of five days over last year represents an atfempt to
alleviate an acute depredation problem on both grain-raising and grazing
areas', This is another illustration of undermining of the basis on which
the regulations have heretofore been determined. Almost every kind of animal
causes some depredation somewhere. If the policy is now to be that
depredations are to be controlled by opening hunting seasons earlier, with
higher bag and pessession limits, the effectiveness of the Migratory Bird
Treaty and Act will approach Zero eee

"The closing hour of daily shooting has been extended from one hour
before sunset to sunset, This is most unfortunate, because, as waterfowl
hunters know, this will considerably inecrease the kill and make enforccment
of the regulations much more difficult ...

"There is to be a fifteen day 'experimental' season on Wilson's
Snipe, which have been fully protected since 1941, Not only, in our opinion,
is the total continental population of these snipe so small as not to
warrant any open scason, but it is almost certain that this provision will
result in the illcgal killing of a considerable numbor of other shorebirds,
all species of which, other than the Wilson's Bnipc and Woodcock, have been
fully protected since 1918. It is represcnted that such an 'experimental?
scason is needed in order to find out how meny Wilson's Snipe thorc arc
and what effect an opcon scason would have on their total populatione We are
strongly opposcd to this rcguletion end will urge its eliminstion in 1954,"

== D, Ralph Hostetter

=em=000= e~

NOTES AND NEWS

V.S.0. Winter Ficld Trip

I have choscn two detes for the Annunl Winter Ficld Trip to the Back
Bay Notional Wildlife Refugc since the VSO has grown to such proportions that
it has become impossible for me to provide tronsportation for cveoryone on the
same datce The dates I have choscn zre December 5th and 12th, both soturdays.
I do not like to keep thc Hempton and Coape Henry Clubs scperate from the
remainder of the Society but it scems prefcrable that we request those two
clubs to make their trip on the 12th and the rest of the VSO on the S5the.

This will makec it possible for those members who é&an't possibly
meke it on one date to come on the othér. Cards lust be sent out in sdvance
and advance reservations made for either date. I will have to know how many
are coming so as to provide transportation and lunch.
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Audubon Screen Tours at Charlottesville

Mrs. Colgate W. Darden announces the securing of the Audubon Screen
Tours for Charlottesville this winter by the Turkey Sag Bird Club. The
lectures will be given in Maury Hall at the University of Virginia. Prices
will be lower than usual; since the lectures are subsidized by the Turkey
Sag Club. Lecturers and dates are as follows:

October 22 - Walter H. Shackleton - "Oddities in Nature"

February 15 - Fran William Hall - "South to Siesta Land"
March 24 - Allan Cruickshank - "Below the Big Bend" .
=== =000= ===

Nest Boxes for Wood Ducks

VSO0 members who live near streams, swamps, or ponds of any size will
be interested in a leaflet, "Suggestions for Building Wood Duck Nest Boxes".
It can be secured from the Virginia Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries,
7 North Second Street, Richmond 13, Virginia,

BT TR

REVIEWS

By J.J. Murray

A Guide to Bird Finding, West of the Mississippi, by Olin Sewall
Pettingill, Jr., Oxford University Press, New York, 1953, 709 pages, $6.00.
When the earlier volume, A Guide to Bird Finding, East of the Mississippi,
camé out in 1951, the present reviewer remarked that it was an altogether new
kind of bird book, a book that told bird students not what birds look like,
nor how they behave, but where, when the student comes into new territory,
birds may best be looked for. Just before that time the reviewer had had
occasion to meke a brief trip to Dallas, Texas, With only an hour or so on
two days of birding, he wanted to make the most of his time., It was only by good
fortune that he found someone who could take him direct to a spot where
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers could be seen. If this western volume had then
been available, it would have been of the greatest help.

This volume does for the West what the former did for the eastern
states. In 22 chapters it covers in alphabetical form the 22 states west of
the Mississippi, including Minnesota and Louisiana. They are amply coverod.
Arkansas has 13 pages; Utah has 28; Texas, as befits its size, is allotted 58;
and California, because of the diversity of its habitats and becouse of its
metropolitan aress, is given 75 pages. In each state good birding spots,
representing the different availablc types of habitat, are pointed out;
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careful and detailed directions for finding them are given; and the birds
which one might expect to see are named. Particular attention is paid to
colonial breeding areas and wintering aggregations, also to commonly visited
areas, such as the national parks, with mention of museums, libraries, research
stations, and zoose It is so admirably worked out that visitors to any
western stete will find it invaluable. The book is decorated, just as was the
earlier volume, with delightful black and white sketches by George Sutton;

in this case about 40 of them.

=e=e=000====

Seashore Wildlife at Sea Isle, New Jersey, by Henry H. Collins, Jr.,
Caribou Press, Box 236, Bronxville 8, New York, 1953, 16 pagesi This is
another of the attractive little booklets published by the Caribou Press,
earlier titles of which have been previously noted in The Raven. It describes
briefly but interestingly the birds, shells and other animel life, as well
as the plants, to be found on this island in New Jersey. Here, although it
is a resort area, an éffort is being made to protect nature. Xt is fully
illustrated with photographs and with many good black and white drawings by
Robert Verity Clem. The price is not stated, but i% can probably be secured
from the Mayor's Office, Sea Island City, New Jersey.

oD i

A COOPERATIVE STUDY OF BIRD MIGRATION
THROUGH THE USE OF SPRING ARRIVAL DATES

During the spring of 1951, members of the Wisconsin Society for
Ornithology launched a ner study of the age~old problem of bird migration.
By plotting arrival dates on a map they hoped to discover to what extent
spring migration is influenced by the weather and wvhether or not birds move
forward steadily or by occasional long hops.

Observations that spring indicated that the White-throated Sparrow,
the only species then under study, moved northward by a series of hops, 7 to
10 days apart and that 300 miles might be covered in one hop. With such
distances involved it was decided to,K increase the area under study. The
support of cooperators from the Gulfj8outhern Canada was enlisted. New species
were added - the Mourning Dove, Baltimore Oriole, and Canada Goose.

So encouraging were the results for the spring of 1952 that iw was
decided greatly to increase the scope of study. For 1953 the help of co-
operators from the area east of the Rockies to the Atlantic seaboard is being
enlisted. Additional specids have been added. Of the 28 selected, 14 winter in
part or entirely within our borders: Canada Goose, Marsh Hawk, Killdeer,
Mourning Dove, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, Common Crow, House Wren,
Redwing Blackbird, Myrtle Warbler, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco,
Chipping Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow.

(Arrival dates for above species are desired wherever wintering indiviiduals
will not be confused with spring migrants; when in doubt report first date
anyvays)
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An edditional 14 winter to the south of us: Common Nighthawk, Chimmney Swift,

Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Fastern Kingbird, Eastern Wood Pewee, Barn Swallow,
Purple Martin, Wood Thrush, Black and White Warbler, Yellow Werbler, American
Redstart, Baltimore Oriole, Rose=-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting.

The arrivel date ohly is desired for all species listed with the
exception of the VWhite-throat and Canada Goose. These latter are being
studied in more detail. TFor them the following information is desireg: dates
of increases or decreases, main flights, date of departure of last birds, or,
if possible, daily counts.

If you are already keeping arrival dates, we will appreciate having
your 1953 dates for the species listed. If there is still time to obtain
arrival dates for late migrants, please send them to us. The study will
continue for at least five years so if you haven't heard about the project
in time this year please plan to send in your reports for the spking of 1954
and thereafter.

Send all reports either to your regional Audubon Field Notes Editor
or to Mr. Chandler S. Robbins, Patuxent Research Refuge, Leurel, Maryland.
A postcard listing species and arrival dates should be sufficient.

We are interested not only in your records but also in your support
in finding additional cooperaters. We should emphasize that we want the
individual reports of each cooperator in a region and not local compilations
of mony rccords.

Already an 2ble group of ornithologists are acting es advisors to this
program. Ezrly announcements will be fortheoming in many ornithologice
publications as to the progress of the study. The final gozl is to interprct
properly the effect of weather upon bird migration.

-= James He Zimmerman
John V. Dennis
Chandler S. Robbins
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IN THE GREAT DISMAL SWAMP
By T. Gilbert Pearson

(Reprinted from Ornithologist and Oologist, XVIII, No,2, 1893,pages 26-28)

What ornithologist is there in this country who has not wondered
to himself if there did not somewhere in the jungles of this wast peat bog
still lurk that prince of Woodpeckers, the Ivory-bill?

It had long been my desire to make ah expedition into this lonely
region and learn for myself if there were not still to be found in the vast
wooded tracts specimens of the imperial prinecipalis.

So while collecting in the eastern part of North Carolina last
summer, I made it convenient to stop for a couple of weeks near the Dismal
Swampe From Sunsbury, Gates County, as a radiating point, I visited several
of the neighboring swamps, but found no signs of the object of my search.
On the morning of the last day in May, 1892, arrangements having been made,
we were off for the big swamp. The Dismal Swamp} What intelligent person
does not think with interest of these words, of which the poet Moore spoke
in his "Lake of the Dismal Swamp", Of those wild morasses of which Harriet
Beecher Stowe wrote in her wonderful "Tele of the Dismal Swamp", and whose
very neme implies that, of all other swamps, this one is the most lonely
and desolate, Our course for six miles lay along a sandy road through the
pine woods before the canal was reached, which runs eastward twelve miles
into the very heart of the swampe. Arriving at the canal, our guns and pro=
visions were at once transferred from the cart in which we had ecome, to our
boat, whieh lay tied up under the bank. A few strokes of the paddle and we
had left the pines and were passing under the overhanging boughs of the oak
and bay, whose limbs, spanning the twenty-foot stream, formed a complete
arch overhecade In the semi-darkness of this almost subterrenean canal we
pushed omn,

In the prow of the boat sat Coston, with his rifle aeross his
knees, ready to bring down the bear which he verily believed he should see
before the first half mile should have been covereds On the centre seat
tas Cross, who, with his paddle, was aiding me to propel the boat. The oak
and bay soon grve way to tall forests of juniper, eypress and gum.

After passing for several hours through this primitive forest,‘
wo came suddenly upon 2 logging camp.

Extending far back into the shndes of the forest were cordurey
roads, over which juniper logs, cut into five foot blocks, are drawn by
miles and afterwards rafted down to Norfolke Near the wharf lay two bontse
just loaded, each with its man at the prow recady to convey these sixtye
five foot erafts to their destinntion, which feant they accomplished by
pushing on either bank with their long poless This industry has bdeen kept
up ever sinece the revelutionary war. Washington at one time ewned a loarge
part of $he swamp, and had some of the eanals dug which are in use nowe

Frequent unsuceessful attempts were moade to penetrate the
wilderness around us, but the ground was everywhere so soft thot, after
getting off the slight bakk of the canal, we invariably sank up to our
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knees in the peat. ZXven in the firmer places the ground could be shaken for
a radins of eight or ten feet by simply springing the foot.

As we advanced still farther into the swamp small birds became
more plentiful, although at no point was bird life abundant.

Warblers and Thrushes flitted across the way in advance only to
plunge into the opposite thicket. Turtles tumbled off their favoritg logs,
and rarely, a water snake glided away on our near approach. Long stretches
of reeds from ten to fifteen feet in height now came into view, and by
climbing a juniper tree the eye swept away for miles over a vast expanse of
reeds, broken only here and there by an isolated juniper or cypress. These
reeds grew very thick, and it seemed to us almost impossible for any animal
to force a passage through them. Yet it is said that only a few years ago
a man succeeded in passing clear through the swemp on foot, accompanied by
his doge. We camped at night upon some slightly elevated knoll, drawing the
boat well up on shore and sleeping on the ground.

Thus weapped in our blankets, we lay listening to the dreamy murmur
of the mosgquito and the clamorous love-cry of the ever present bull-frog;
while gver and anon borne upon the night breeze came the distant hooting of
the Barred Owl. A little after noon on the second day off, being now in
the last of a series of threc csnals, through the opening ahead we discovered
Lake Drummon, and half an hour later our little boat was tossing about on
the waves while we were endeavoring to make fast to a cypress troe. Loke
Drummon, situated as it is in the very heart of the swamp, has no sondy
margin, but the waves, hurled by the wind, which here has a clear sweep of
seven miles across the water, wash in among the cyprecss trunks far back into
the interior. The loke as well as all the water in the swamp is dark red
in color, being turned so by coming in contact with the roots of the junipor.

While the others ate their dinner I took 2 plunge beneath the dusky
waves and found the water to be about eight feet deep ot the spot where we
werece The swimming vwas excellent. Two hours later we had left the "Dusky
Leke'" and were possing down dne of those canels which forms its outlete.

The water in this stream hos cbout o two mile eurrent. Once again we landed,
and this time found the ground firm enough to bear our weight. Back into

the forest ve pressed for sever~l hundred yards, the limbs of the giant
trees completely shut out the sunlighte

Through this forest, whose shades were as dark, and whose ground
was as treacherous as ever Livingston roamed over, here in the scmi-darkness
of the gloomy swemp, imprinted deep in the domp, black ecarth were found
trocks of Coon and Wildeate. MNot even on insect broke the melancholy silence
of this weird forest.

The catocombs of Rome or the sepulchres of Egypt could not be more
death like or silent. Not o blade of grass underfoot, nothing but fallen
and decoying trunks ond limbs of treces.

But alss the Cepephilus prineipclis was never found, ond my col-
lection is still without n specimen of the Ivory-bill. With the exeception
of one firecn Heron, not o single aguatic bird was scen in tho swemp. The
renson for this I suppose to be from the fret that the wolter is everyvhere
deep, thus offording no goed ploce for waders to fecd. Two or three droves
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of Brown-headed Nuthatches were noted on the pine bluffs and once a Carrion
Crow wheeled into view.

While a trip through the Dismal Swamp is well worth the trouble,
yet as a point for collecting birds, other localities may be found which
are both more desirable and profitable,

BIRD ISLANDS OF HOG ISLAND BAY

By ILyle D. Miller

Rogue was the first island that we visited on the Eastern Shore on
June 10,1953, As we stepped ashore we were greeted by hordes of screaming birds.
The first nest we examined held one egg of the Royal Tern. We saw several
newly hatched young of this species and estimated that there were six pairs.
Common Terns' nests holding three eggs were everywhere on the bare sand
above the high water marke In this same colony were about a dozen nests of
the Gull-billed Tern, each holding the usual complement of three eggs.
About four pairs of Oystercatchers were present, and we found two nests of
two and three eggs, &nd saw several young birds. Black Skimmers' nests had
three to four eggs well incubated for this date, June 10th. We found ahout
15 nests. We found this colony on the tip end of the island, which at high
tide became a separate island. Ve waded across a shallow lagoon to the main
island and searched for nests of the Willet in the heavy growth of marsh
grass., Willets were sbundant and mueh disturbed by our presence, but we
found only one nest hich on the beach placed in sparse grass on the bare sand.
It held one fresh egg, Without doubt many young birds were hiding in the
grass but a careful search failed to reveal any, We did, however, discover
a nest holding four fresh eggs of the Secaside Sparrowv. The nest resembled
a Grasshopper Sparrows', being arched over with entrance hole on the side.
These Sparrows were CoOmmoOn,.

- We looked into an Osprey's nest and were surprised to find two
eggs. We had expected to find young birds at this late date. The nest was
in a dead pine stub at a height of only eight feect. Teon fect away from the
nest of the Osprey, in some low myrtle bushes, werc soversl nests of Green
Heronse. Onc nest held one ezg but the rest were empty and beneath the
nests werc mony broken eggs. Ncar thc Herons' nests were mony cmpty nests
of Boat-tailed Grackles. Their nesting season had pessed. Ve did sec meny
adults and juvenilces, however, flying about the islands.

The southern end of Hog Island proved to hove the grcatcest cone
centration of nesting birds. Skimmers' nests werc very numsrous. Iggs
numbered from two to six, in 2ll stoges of incubation. A goodly number of
Common and about 15 pairs of Gull-billed Terns wero prescnt. Least Terns
were just beginning to nest ond we found a good meny nests. Four pairs of
Qystercatchers mnde this their home, cnd we found $wo morc nests of two cggs
eache In the midst of the colony, in a clump of marsh grass we eame upon a
nost holding cight cggs of the Clapper Rails. The nest was ploeed high and
dry, the nearcst water being 150 ft. awey. We examincd cnother Osprey's nest
built right up from the beach agninst a dead pince stub. It also held two cggs.
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We would have liked more time to examine the interior of the island as we
were told that it held a good sized herony. A side note of interest was a
rather belligerant buck sheep that watched us from a spot in the center of the
colony. He refused to retreat as we approached, in fact he made it plain
that we were invading his domain by shaking his head memacingly.

Highstone Marsh, a salt-marsh island, was the last spot we visited.
Covered with dense, tall, heavy grass, it was an ideal spot for Laughing
Gulls. Nests were everywhere, hundreds of them. They were well made of
seaweed placed on bunches of seaweed that had been deposited on the grass
by storm and tide. As we drove past the island the black heagds of the Gulls
just appearing above the grass made a very pretty picture. The nests held
three to four eggs, heavily incubated. A good sized colony of Forster's
Terns, at least 50 pairs, were nesting in one spot. The nests were built in
the same manner as the Gulls. They held three heavily incubated eggs, They
must have begun nesting at sbout the same time as the Gulls.

-= 650 Almpyra Avecnue
Youngstovm, Ohio
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LESSER SNOW GEESE AT LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA

By J4J. Murray

On September 23 six Lesser Snow Geese landed at @ small pond at the
Lexington Golf Course, two miles south of town, The record is interesting
enough apart from the date, for the only positive record we have for the
State is a specimen collected by the writer at another small pond near
Lexington, November 18, 1948. But the date 1s amazing. I have not been able
to scarch all pertinent literature, but Bent gives only three September
dates for the United States, all in the far west.

A11 of the birds were in immature plumege but quite light. Four
worc bands. Two or three days after arrival one of the banded birds was
killed,rcportedly by a muskrat but morc probably by a turtle. Chandler S.
Robbins, of the Fish and Wildlife Service, reports that this band (No.527-
42282) was issued to F. Groham Cooch of Ottawe, Canadn, for use at South-
ampton Island. We later lecrned that Cooch handed the bird on July 31,1953,
at Boas Rivor, Southampton Islsnd, in Hudson Ray. The plece indiecates
definitely that it was a Lesser Snow Goose, Chen hyperborec hyperborca,
rather than the form vhich wintcrs at Back Bay.

On November 11 the remains of another of the geese, an unbanded
bird, were found in « field about 200 yards from the pond. Feathers on o
fence where the bird had been pulled through scomed to indicnte that a fox
was the predrtor. The other four are still present on December 1l.

The birds are quite tome, permitting closc approachy They fced not
only in the pond, but on the grass of the fairways, md scem to be faot and
lazy. The workmen and golfers arc interested, so that the only danger to the
birds will be from animnl predators.

-~ Lexington, Virginia
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EASTERN REGIONAL TRIP

By C.C. Steirly

On October 17 the idea of a regional autumn field trip was tried out
at the Hog Island State Waterfowl Refuge on the James River in Surry County,
Some 37 members from the eastern portion of the state took part in this trip
which covered a wide variety of habitats renging from the pure pine forest
type which was something of a void as far as birds were concerned to the more
hiighly productive field and marsh edges. Other habitats visited included
marshes, ponds, open fields river beach and barn and yerd areas.

Birds observed by those who werc prescnt for the whole trip included:
Pied-billed grebe, double-crested cormorant, great blue heron, American cgret,
Canada goosc (flock of 300 off shorec), black duck, losser scaup, ruddy duck,
turikey wvulture, sharp-skinned hawk, Cooper's hawk, red-shouldered havk,
marsh hawk, osprey, sparrov hawk, bobwhite, king reil, sora, coot, herring
gull, laughing gull, Forster's tern, royal tern, Caspian tern, mourning dove,
kingfisher, flicker, yellou-bellied sapsucker, downy woodpecker, tree swallow,
blue jay, crow, Carolina chickedee, tufted titmouse, brown-hcaded nuthatch,
brown crceper, Carolina wren, long-billed marsh wren, short-billed marsh
wren, mockingbird, catbird, brown thrasher, robin, bluebird, golden-crowned
kinglet, ruby-crowned kinglet, American pipit, starling, myrtle warbler,
western palm warbler, pine worbler, Maryland yellowthroat, English sparrow,
meadovlark, red-ving, covbird, cardinal, indigo bunting, towhee, junco,
field sparrow, white-throated sparrow, swamp sparrow, song sparrow (64 species).

In the pine forest the remeins of a muskrat were found. The
probability is that it was killed cnd eaten by a great horned oul. The
finding of the lsrva of the spice bush swallowtail butterfly (papilio trailus)
was of possible ornithological interest in that the crcature was marked such
that it closely rcsembled the head and neck of a snoke and would perhaps
thereby deter o bird from seeking it as food.

During the lunch session along the river shore the three species of
terns were most conveniently perched on some nearby piling thus giving every-
onc on excellent opportunity to obscrve the distinguishing characteristics of
the royal and Caspian terns.

John E. Bryant, menager of the refuge, gave & short tnlk on the
operation and plnns for the development of the refuge for the bencfit of
waterfowl. Hc also discussed vorious nspects of marsh ecology ~nd cuite
readily identifiod mony of the plants of this intercsting hrbitat,

The group nlso obscrved vhat is reputed to be the leorgest holly
tree in the stoto.

ko ok ¥k ok ok ok sk ok sk ok ok ook ook o X

Visitors to Southsidc Virginis who might wish to sec n typicnl nest
of the red-cockoded woodpecker without much trouble may find one according
to the following dircetions: on Highway 460 cbout four miles down from
Waverly towerd Wokcficld o stetc highway grovel pile will be observed on the
left hand side of the road. Across the road from this grovel pile and neer
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a large billboard are a group of lobloldly pines. Close inspection of this
group of pines will reveal an active nest tree that is quite visible from
the highway. The gravel pile area is very convenient for parking off the

-- Waverly, Virginia
== =000 ==
PROPOSED REVISION OF THE VSO CONSTITUTION

The following revision of the 1930 VSO constitution has been
approved by the Ixecutive Committee and will be presented to the entire member-
ship for approval at the annual meeting in Lynchburg. Since there will not
be time to read this revision at the meeting, members are urged to acquaint
themselves with it beforehand. It should be pointed out that this is not a
new constitution but rather a revision only, and the principal changes were
merely to bring it into accord with the present practices of the Society.
Other important changes were the inclusion of a life membership and a pro-
vision for institutional subscription to THE RAVEN.

ARTICLE I Name and Objects

Section 1. This orgznization shall be known as the Virginia Society
of Ornithology.

Section 2. The purpeose of the Society shall be to promote the
study of birds of Virginia, especially in the field, and to bring together
and permanently record all accurate and authentic data relative thereto,
both past and present, cspecially on the distribution, relative abundance,
seasonal ocecurrence, breeding, feeding, song and other habits.

Section 3. All current data which is in the opinion of the Editor
or the Fxecutive Cormittec worthy of permanent record shall be published in
a journal of the Society which shall be known as THE RAVEN. The issuance
of other publications mey be authorized by the Executive Committec.

Section 4. The Sociocty shall also cooperate with State and Federal
authorities in promoting better logislation and in bringing sbout better
enforcement of all existing laws, both Statc and Federal, which protect bird
life in Virginia.

Section 5. The Socicty shall also promotc the establishment of
local chapters in the several scetions of the Stato as provided in the
By-laws.

ARTICLE II Membership

Scction 1. Membership in the Society shall be of five classes:
Junior, Regular, Susteining, Life and Honorary.
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Section 2. Any person of good character who is interested in bird
study may be nominated for membership by any member in good standing, and
may be admitted to membership by approval of the Executive Committee.
Institutions may subscribe to THE RAVEN at the Regular membership rate.
211 members whose dues are not more than four (4) months in errears shall
receive THE RAVEN and all notices of meetings or other activities of the
Soci ety .

Section 3. Dues shall be established by the Executive Committee with
the approvel of a majority vote of members at any regular meeting of the
Society., Junior membership is restricted to young persons attending school
or college. Honorary membership is restricted to persons who in the opinion
of the Executive Committee have accomplished outstanding achievement in the
science of ornithology in Virginia, After recommendation by the Ixecutive
Committee such person may be clected to honorary membership by a majority
of members prescnt at any regular meeting.

Section 4. All members whose dues are not #n arrears shall be
entitled to vote, but Junior members shall not be entitled to hold office.
A1l annual dues for the ensuing year shall be payable January l. Members
in arrears shall be dropped from the mailing list for THE RAVEN at the cnd
of four (4) months and shall be dropped from the roll at the end of the year,
provided such member has received two notices with interval of not less than
two (2) months.

LRTICLE III Officers and Executive Committee

Section l. The officers of the Society shall be President, Vice=-
president, Secretary, Treasurer, and Editor. The dutics of each shall be
those usually pertaining therete. The Editor shall have general supervision
of the editing and publication of THE RAVEN.

Section 2. The ixecutive Committcc shall consist of the above
officers, thc immediate past President of the Socicty, and ninc members-at-
large, three of which shall be elected annually for a torm of threc years
eache Each local chapter of the Society not reprosented on the Executive
Committee shall be cntitlcd to eleet an additional member of the Executive
Committee from their loesl group. One-third of the mcmbers shall constitute
a quorum of the Exccutive Committce.

Section 3, Nominations for officers, with the exception of the
Editor, shall be made by & nominating committee appointed by the President.
Nominations may alsco be made from the floor by any member in good standing.
Election shall be by majority vote of members present.

Section 4. The Editor and the Publisher of THE RAVEN shall be
appointed annually by the Executive Committee.

Section 5. Vacancies in the staff of officers or members-ab-large
of the Executive Committee may be filled by eppointment by the Executive
Committee for the unexpired term only.
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ARTICLE IV Meetings

Section 1. The annual meeting shall be held at the time and place
to be designated by the Executive Committee. Special meetings may be called
by the Ixecutive Committee, provided thirty days notice be given to all
members. All members shall be notified at lemst thirty days in edvance of ench
annual meeting.

Section 2. The Ixecutive Committee dhall meet at the call of the
President or at the request of three or mofe members of the Society.

Section 3. One-tenth of the members of the Society shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of any ususl business. Other members may be
represented by proxy, but one member may carry not more than five prozxies.

ARTICLE V Accounts

A committee of two members shall be appointed by the President at
each annual meeting whose duty it shall be to audit the accounts of the
Treasurer.

ARTICLE VI Amendments

This Constitution may be amended at any annual meeting by a two=
thirds majority of members present provided the amendment has been approved
by the Executive Committeec and copies sent to all voting members one month
prior to the annual meeting at which it is voted upon.

ARTICLE VII By-Laws

By-Laws may be adopted or repealed at any annual meeting of the
Society by a majority vote of the meubers present.

BY-LAWS OF THE VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF ORNITHOLOGY

1. A program committec, of which the President shall be chairman,
and a local committee on arrangements shall be appointed by the President
at lcast ninety days in advance of the date of meceting.

2. A committee of three on resolutions shall be appointed by the
President at the beginning of the annual meetinge

3. & complete file of THE RAVEN and all other records of scicntific
value shall be preserved by the Sceretary.

4. Dues of Junior members shall be one dollar ($1.00) per year,
Regular members onc doller cnd fifty cents ($1.50), and Sustaining members
two dollars snd fifty cents ($2.50) per year. Life members shall pay a
single sum of fifty dollars ($50.00) or ten dollars($10.00) per year for
fivc years. Honorary members shall not be required to pay dues.
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- INDEX TO VOLUME XXIV - 1953

Abingdon - 16 (Christmas count)

Aphinga - 25 = 36

"Annual Fastern Shore Summer Trip" - 70
Arlington - 3 - 4

?Audubon Camp of Maine™ - 75

Auk, Razor-billed - 26

Lvocet - 40 - 66

Back Bay - 9 (Christmas count) - 24

Banding - 53

"Bird Islands of Hog Island Bay" - 87

Blackbird, Brewer's - 58 = 65

"Blue Goose Near Dayton" - 23

Brant, American - 7 - 9 - 37 - 72

Brant, Black - 37

"Buff-breasted Sandpipers at Back Bay" - 78

Bufflehead - 38

Bunting, Eastern Painted - 35

Bunting, Snow - 16 - 67 = 73

Burford, Mrs., Floy C. - "Kittiweke Added to the Virginia List " - 23
Burford, Mrs. loy C., = "Lapland Longspurs in Back Bay Region" - 24

Cape Charles - B (Christmas count)

Catbird - 42 (winter)

Charlottesville - 4 - 13 (Christmas count)
Chat, Yellow-breasted - #3 - 73 (winter)
Chesapeake Bay - 9 (Christmas count)
Chickadee, Black-capped - 53 - 73
Chincoteague - 7 (Christmas count)
Christmas Bird Counts - 7 to 186
Chuck=will's widow = 40

Cobb, Clement - 63

Coleman, Mrs. Hawes - "Audubon Camp in Maine" -~ 75
"Cooperative Study of Bird Migration" - 81
Cormorent, Double-crested = 18 = 36 ~ 65
Cowbird - 11 (large count) - 43 - 73
Crossbill, Red - 16 - 73

Crossbill, White-winged - 44 - 73

Curlew, Long-billed = 39

Danville = 14 (Christmes count)
Dickcissel - 44
Dismal Swamp - 85

"Dividend Payers: An Interested Citizenry" - 60

Dowitcher = 39

Duck, Black - 37 (breeding)
Duek, Muscovy = 37

Duck, Ruddy - 38
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Eagle, Golden - 38 - 65 = 72

"Iastern Regional Trip" - 89

Egret, American - 4 - 37 - 65 - 8 & 9 & 71 (winter)

Egret, Cattle - 57

Egret, Snowy - 25- 37 = 52 - 60 - 65 - 71 (winter)

Fast, Arthur H, - "The Cassiar Slate-colored Junco" - 3

"First Revision of the Virginia 1952 Check-List" - 34

Flycatcher, Olive-sided - 26

Flycatcher, Southern Greatecrested ~ 34

Flyeatcher, Traill's - 26 - 66

Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied - 26

Fort Belvoir = 12 (Christmas count)

"From the President's Files" - 5 - 27 - 52 - 67 = 78

Front Royal - 18

Fuller, Arthur B. - "A Strange Hummingbird in Northampton
County" - 24

"Further Changes in the Virginia List" - 57

Gadwall -~ 26

Gallinule, Florida - 19 - 39 - 63

Gannet - 25 - 36

Gatewood, Mr. & Mrse. John He - "Green-tailed Towhee at Amelia" - 61
Godwit, Marbled ~ 66

Golden-eye - 38

Goose, Bean - 37

Goose, Blue - 23 ~ 31 - 37 - 65 - 72

Goose, Canada - 52 = 72

QOOSG, Greater Snow - 37 - 65 - *Geose' Ilesser Snow - 88
Goshawk - 38

Grackle, Boat-tailed - 43 - 53 - 87

Greckle, Bronzed - 43

Grackle, Purple - 10 - 11 (large count) = 33

Grebe, Horned - 10 = 36 = 71

Grebe, Pied-billed - 36 - 65 - 71

Grebe, Red-necked (Holboell's) - 36 - 65 - 71
"Green-tailed Towhee at Amelia" - 61

Crosbeak, Zvening - 4 ~ 44 - 60 - 67 - 73

Grosbesak, Pine - 35 - 44

"Guide to Bird Finding, Vest of the Mississippi" - A Review = 80
Gull, Bonaparte's - 26

Gull, Franklin's - 34

Gull, Glacous - 64

Gull, Great Black-backed - 40 - 66 (inland) - 72

Gull, Herring ~ 19

Gull, Iceland - 31 - 66 =~ 72

Gull, Laughing - 26 - 4 - 72 - 88

Gull, Ring-billed - 26

"Hampton Roads Bird Club" - 2
Harrison, Richard - 63

Harrisonburg - 15 (Christmas count)
Hawk, Broad-winged = 26 ~ 38 - 52 - 65
Hawk, Duck - 26 -~ 72

Hawk, Maprsh - 38 - 52

Hawk, Pigeon - 26 = 65

Hawk, Red-tailed - 38

Hawik, Rough-legged - 38 - 65
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Heron, Black-crowned Night - 5

Heron, Great Blue - 36 (rookery) - 52

Heron, Green - 4 - Bl (winter) - 87

Heron, Little Blue - 4

Heron, Louisiana - 4 - 37 - 65

Heron, Yellow-crowned - 5 = 18 = 37 - 65

Hog Island (Eastern Shore) - 87

Hog Island (Jemes River) - 89

Hostetter, De Ralph - "From the President's Files" - 5 - 27 - 52

67 - 78

Hostetter, D. Ralph - "Blue Goose Near Dayton" - 23
Hummingbird, Rufous - 24 = 35

Ibis, Eastern Glossy - 58
Ibis, Vood - 60
"In the Geeat Dismal Swamp" - 85

Jaeger, Parasitic - 26

Jaeger, Pomarine - 40 - 72

Jey, Southern Blue - 41

Junco, Cassiar Slate-colored - 3 = 35

Killdeer - 39

Kingbird, Vestern = 66

Kinglet, Golden-crowned - 42 (breeding) - 53 (breeding)
"Kittiwake Added to the Virginie List" -~ 23

Kittiwake - 285 - 31 - 34 - 72

Knot - 39

"Lapland Longspur in the Back Bay Region" - 24

Lark, Prairie Horned - 41

"Lesser Snow Geese at Lexington, Virginia™ - 88

Lewis, William 0. and Katherine M., and Robert J. Watson -
"An Unusual Bird Record for the Blue Ridge"™ - 62

. Lexington = 15 (Christmas count)

ivingstone, Namnnette -~ "Red-Letter Day for V.S.0. Member in

Qhio™ - 78

"Loblolly Pine as a Food Factor for Red-wings" - 63
Longspur, Lapland - 24 - 45

Loon, Common - 25

Loon, Red=-throated - 25

"Lumbering and Bird Habitats" - 55

liachen, Mrs. L,W. - "Dividend Payers: An Interested Citizenry" - 60
Mackenzie, Locke, Clement Cobb end Richard Harrison -
"Virginia Notes™ - 63
Miller, Lyle D. - "Bird Islands of Hog Island Bay" - 87
Mount, Rogers - 16 (Christmas count)
Murray, J«J« = "Two New Birds for the Virginia List" = 3

Murray, J.J.

Muppay, Je7F«
Murray, J.J.
Murray, J.J.

Murray, JeJe
I’ﬁumay, Jeda

-

"First Revision of the Virginia 1952
tCheck-List'" = 34
"The Potomac Valley - A Review" - 6
"Further Changes in the Virginia List"™ -~ 57
"Review of 'A Guide to Bird Finding, West of
the Mississippi'" - 80
"Review of 'Seashore Wildlife at Sea Isle, N.J.'" - 81
"Lesser Snow Geese at Lexington" - 88
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"Notes on Birds Around Front Royel, Virginia" - 18
Nuthatch, Brownsheaded - 41
Nuthatch, Red-breasted - 41

0ld-Squaw - 23

Oriole, Baltimore - 73 (winter)
Osprey - 52 = 72 - 87

Owl, Barred - 40

Owl, Seaw-whet - 40

Owl, Short-eared - 66

Owl, Snowy - 40

Oyster-catcher - 26 - 87

Paxton, R.0. - "Supplement to the Evening Grosbeak Invasion
1951-52" - 4 :

Peacock, lMrs. M.B., - "Summary of Birds Banded at Pine Ridge" - 58

Pearson, T. Gilbert - "In the Great Dismal Swemp" - 85

Petrel fWilson's - 36

Phalarope, Northern - 40 - 66

Phalarope, Wilson's - 40

Fheasant, Ring-necked - 38

Phoebe - 41

Pintail - 52 (summer)

Plover, Golden - 26 - 39 - 66

Plover, Piping - 39 - 72

Plover, Ringed - 8 (winter) - 39 - 72

"'Potomac Valley, The' - A Review" - 8

Powhatan County - 4

Princess Anne County - 23 - 24 :

"Proposed Revision of the VS0 Constitution™ - 90

Rail, Black - 39

Rail, Claprer - 39 - 72 (winter)- 87

Rail, King - 52 (breeding) - 66 - 72

Rail, Virginia - 19 - 39 - 66 - 72

Raven - 41

"Red-Letter Day for V30 Member in Ohio" - 76
Redpoll - 31 - 44 - 73

Redstart - 43

Redwing - 11 (large count) - 63 - 73
"Report on the 1953 Blue Ridge Foray" - 59
Richmond -~ 4 - 10 (Christmes count)
Roanoke - 15 (Christmas count)

Sandpiper, Buff-breasted - 35 - 78
Sandpiper, Purple - 63 - 72
Sandpiper, Red-backed - 26
Sandpiper, Semipalmated - 39
Sandpiper, Spotted - 39

Sandpiper, Stilt - 35 - 39
Sandpiper, White-rumped - 26 - 66
Scoter, White-winged - 38

Scott, F.R. = "The 1952 Spring Season in Virginia" - 25

Scott, F.R. = "The 1952 Nesting Season in Virginia" - 52

Scott, FeRs - "Doblolly Pine As A Food Factor for Red-wings" - 63
Scott, FeRe - "The 1952 Fall Migration in Virginia" - 64

Scott, Fe.Re - "The 1952-1953 Winter Season in Virginia" - 71
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Shearwater, Sooty - 36

Shenandoash National Park - 14 (Christmas count) - 59 - 72
Shenandoah Valley - 18

Shoveller - 38

Siskin, Pine - 10 - 11 - 31 - 44 -~ 67 = 73
"Shorebirds from the Chincoteague Marshes" - 74
Skimmer, Black - 53 (late nests) - 87

Smith, Mrs. W.P. - "The Hampton Roads Bird Club" - 2
Snipe, Wilson's - 72

Sora - 16 (winter) - 66 - 72

Sparrow, Atlantic Song - 45

Sparrow, Bachman's - 53

Sparrow, Bishop's Sharp-tailed - 45

Sparrow, Churchill Savahnah - 45

Sparrow, Coastal Plain Swamp - 3 - 35

Sparrow, Henslow's - 63

Sparrow, Ipswich - 8 - 67

Sparrow, Labrador Savannah - 45

Sparrow, Lark - 22 - 45 - 67

Sparrow, Lincoln's - 45 - 67

Sparrow, llorthern Svamp - 3 - 35

Sparrov, S8avannah - 10

Sparrow, Seaside - 45 - 87 (nest)

Sparrom, Sharp-tailed - 67 - 73

Sparrov, Southern Swamp - 3 - 35

Sparrou, Vesper - 45 (winter)

Sparrowv, White-crowmed - 13 - 14 - 67 = 73

Steirly, C.C. = "Notes from Sussex and Surry Counties" - 4
Steirly, C.C. -~ "Lummbering and Bird Habitats" - 55

Steirly, C.C. - "Annual Eastern Shore Summer Trip" - 70
Steirly, C.C. - "Shorebirds from the Chincoteague Marshes" - 74
Steirly, C.C. - "Buff-breasted Sandpipers at Back Bay" - 78

Steirly, C.C. - "Eastern Regional Trip" - 89
"Strange Hummingbird in Northampton County, A" - 24
"Summary of Birds Banded &t Pine Ridge" - 58
"Supplement to the Evening Grosbeak Invasion 1951-52" - 4
Surry County - 4 - 11 (Christmas count}

Sussex County - 4

Swallow, Cliff - 53

Swan-Goose - 37

Swan, Whistling - 5 - 26 = 37 - 65 - 71

Sweet Briar - 13 (Christmas count)

Swift - 41 & 53 (last nests)

Tanager, Scarlet - 44 - 53

Taylor, John W. - "Notes on Birds around Front Royal, Virginia" - 18
Teal, Blue-winged - 26 & 38 (breeding)

Tern, Black - 26 - 66

Tern, Cabot's - 40

Tern, Caspian - 26 - 40

Tern, Common - 26 - 40 - 53 (late nests) - 87
Tern,® Forster's - 26 - 40 - 72 - 88

Tern, Gull-billed - 53 (lete nests) - 74 - 87
Tern, Least - 40 - 53 (late nests) - 66 {inland)
Tern, Roseate - 40

Tern, Royal -~ 9 - 66 ~ 72 ~ 87
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Towhee, Green-tailed - 45 - 61 - 62
"Two New Birds for the Virginia List" - 3

"Unusual Bird Record for the Blue Ridge, An" - 62

Veery, Eastern - 42

Veery, Willow - 58

Vireo, Mountain Solitary - 42 - 53

Vireo, Philadelphin - 27 = 42 - 66

V.S.0. - Annucl Meeting (Arlington) - 47
V.5.0. - Annual Meeting Field Trip - 50
V.3.0. = Check-List Revision - 34

V.S5.0. - Bxecutive Cormittee Members - 28
V5.0 New Members - 7 - 83

V.5.0. - Officers - 48
V.S.0
V.S.0

« = Proposed Revision of Constitution - 90
« = Treasurer's Report - 50

Warbler, Bay-breasted - 43

Warbler, Blue-winged - 42 - 67

Warbler, Cancda - 43

Warbler, Cerulean - 43 - 53 - 63

Warbler, Chestnut-sided - 43 - 53

Warbler, Connecticut - 27 - &7

Warbler, Golden-vinged ~ 42 = 67

Warbler, Mourning - 27 - 67

Warbler, Nashville - 31 - 42 - 73 {(winter)

Warbler, Newfoundland Yellow - 3 - 34 - 67

Warbler, Orange-crovned - 42

Werblor, Palm - 73 (winter)

Warbler, Prothonotary - 42 - 53

Warbler, Swainson's = 42

Warbler, Tenncssee - 42 - 67

Warbler, Vaynec's = 42

Warbler, Wilson's = 31 - 73 (winter)

Warbler, Yellow-throated = 43

Viatson, R.Js = "Report on the 1953 Blue Ridgc Foray" -~ 59

Vatson, R.J., William 0. & Katherine Lewis - "An Unusual 3ird
P Record for the Blue Ridge" - 62

Viaverly - 12 - (Christmas count)

Wexwing, Cedar - 42

Widgeon, Europcen - 26 - 37

Woodcock - 72

lioodpecker, Red=-bcllicd - 41 (latc nest)

Vioodpecker, Red-cockaded - 89

lioodpecker, Red-hcaded - 73

Wiren, Appalachion Bewick's - 41 ~ 53

lircn, House =~ Winter records: 8 - 9 = 128 = 15 - BL - 41 - 73

Wren, Long-billed Marsh - 41 - 66 - 73 (winter)

Wren, Prairie Marsh - 41

Viren, Short~billecd Sedge - 53

Vlren, Winter - 53 (summecr)

Yellowlegs, Lesser - 72
Yellow-throat, Athens ~ 43
Yorktown - 10 (Christmas count)
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