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Charlottesville, Va.
SecretAry: Dr. Florence Hague, Sweet BriGr College, Sweet Briar,Va.
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1950 Class: C. o. Handley ana A. o. English
1951 Class: Y~s. J. W. Wiltshire and Max Cnrpenter
1952 Class: Dr. 'JohnGrey, Miss Gertrude Prior, Jack Perkins
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.A}jl.;"Ul1l. MEETING

The 1950 Annual Meeting of the V. S. O. will be held in Harris-

onburg on either the first or second week-end in May. The exact
dates will be announced later.

}jr. Max Carpent~r, who'hos charge of the program, will be glad

to, heor from members about p~pers which they may be able to pre-

sent. Send to him title of paper, length of paper, ~nd equipment
desired for the presant3tion.

0000 - - -

NEST CAVITIES OF THE RED-COCKADEDWOODPECKI!:R
By Charles C. Steirly

While inspecting seed trees on a logging oper~tion near Stony

Creek in Sussex County the ~riter had the opportunity to study the

nest c~vities of the red-cockaded ~oodpecker (Dendrocopus borealis}
in loblolly pine {Pinus taede).

A trpct of fifteen acres of even-aged loblolly pina one hund-

red and five years of age was b~ing cut cleor except for sood trees.
The tract contuined tinestimated 1250 mature trees. A cGreful

search of the croe as well as o.u~stioning of th~ lo~gers revealed

that or~y thr~e of the troes contcined nest cnvitios of this spec-
ies. These were quite evident o~ing to the l;~rgu stracks of hord-

enod rusin extending obovs end bclow the ~oodpocker holes. None
of the logg~rs hod susp~cted noodpeckers Cs the CGuse of these

~hitish stru~ks, nltt.ough ell of them noticed the pcrticular tr~cs.

~~t th~ ti~~ of thG ~rit0r's visit two of tho trees had b~en

fcllud nnd one r.~:snlreedy bucked into logs. None of tho cuts in
this true h~~ b00n Dndc throur,h the hole. This hole ~us 27 feet

cbovo th~ ground r.t n point on the tr~o eleven inches in dir.met0r.

- - - - -- -~-
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This extended in for four inches until the cAvity TI~S reached. The

holo entrance wos 3.5 inches by 2',75 inches nnrrowing to n tunnel
about two inches in dip-meter. Pitch stre~ks were found five feet

above And eleven feet belo~ the hole. MRny rocent chisel-like

workinr-s h~d beon mede ond the log wos canted with both old Dnd

new exudntions of resin. Severol' feethers were found adhering to

the resin in the immediate vicinity of the hole.

The second tree wes bucked into logs in the writer's presence

and the loggers were persuaded to mQke a log cut through the hole.

Here the hole w?s 42 feet r,bove ~he ground at A point 13.5 inches
in diameter. Pitch strcnks extended six feet above and thirteen

feet below the hole, ~hich was three inches in diameter nnrrowing

to 0 two-inch tunnel. This tunnel penetr~ted the tree for four
inches end extended back nine inches to the bp-ck side of the crv-
ity. The ccvity itself wr.s 6.75 inches deep as measured from the

floor of the tunnel. It was very clepn ~nd approximately four in-

ches in diaDeter. Feothers were found adhering to rocent resin
exudetionsne~rthe hole. '

In viewing the end of the log, or cross section of the tree

through the tunn&l, it was observed thRt the woodpecker had pene-
trf'ted the tree through a branch stub. Observ~tions on the outside

of the log rev8cl~d thnt the old swellings where the br~nch stubs
had healed were b~rely p~rceptible. These branch stubs were

slightly deceyad.

The third tree, being on another drift, wns not cut during

the writer's visit to the logging operption. ~~ Abney hend level

observation indic~ted that this hole wps 37 feet ~bove the ground.

Va. Forest Service, WRverly, Va.

0000 - - -

"THE AWL-BIRDS" - A REVr.l!.\"{

"The Awl-Birds", by J'. K. Stanford, 90 poges, $2.00, 1949,
with illustrntions by A. M. Hughes end en intr0ducti~n by Helen
G. Cruicksha~~, published by The Devi-Ad~ir Co~np~ny, N~~ Y0rk 10,
N. Y. The author is 8 young British war veternn Pond 0rnithol~-

gist. Th8 bo~k, b~sed on fncts cs fnr as the birds are c0ncerned,
gives in fictional form the st~ry ~f the reappeerence of the ~~~_

cet os n breeding bird in Englond. Derick Gl~yne, the hero, hnv-

ing returned with shnttercd nerves from 8 G8rm~n wpr prison, buys
BelgrAve Holl in the N~rfolk mArshes Dnd settles dO~1 to r8build

the bombed-out house ond wp.tch the birds. It is to his m~rshes

thtt tho Lvocets return t~ nest ufter en r.bsenoc of a hunnred

years from ~lg13nd P.Sbreeding birds. Derick finds poece of mind

roshe lives pith his birds Dnd Q s~nso of ncoJmplis~~~nt os ha
s~ves the nests of the liv~cet8 from en ogg collect0r who hns de-
tormineJto rob thorn. Tho strugglebet~0en bird l~ver end v~ndcl
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develops dr~~Qticclly. Indeed, it is too rlramntic, f~r the sur-
priso ending is t~o ruthless a soluti~n for even such nn evil ~s
a greedyand lawless egg collector. The b~~k is bep.utifully Hrit-
ten. The illustrations aro n~t ~nly srtisfying ornithologically
but ero most nttrp.ctive1

:T. J. Murray

- --0000 - - -
V. S. O. FIELD TIDJ> TO BACKBJY

By F. R.~ Scott

TTIenty-threemembers ~nd friends of the Virginia Society of
Ornithology met ~t Sandbridge, Princess Anne County, on December
3 for the V. S. O. fielo trip to Bock Bey. Two trucks supplied

by JRck Perkins transp~rted the group d~un the beach to the Ref-
uge heodqu~rters where they divided, half goin~ ferther r.OWTIthe
beach to the shorebird flats, and the others boarding ~ne of the
motorboatsfor a trip into the Bey. Later, D lunch w~s supplied
by the women of one of the churches ne~r Pung0.

Seventeen species of ducks were seen, including 0 megnificont
flock of about 20,000 Snow Geese. Other interesting birds observed
were:. Gannet, 263; 1~eric8n Bittern, 1; Oyster-c~tcher, 1 (Lynn-
hcven - Grey); Semipalmpted pl~ver, 1; R0yal Tern, 1 (Virginia
B~ach); Vesper Sp~rrow, 1. Tho grand tot~l WI'S 66 species.

Tho observers pr6sent were P.S follo.1S: R.:T. Beesley, Mrs.
C. L. Burgess, Max CRrpE;nter, Rob3rt Cf1rrigen, H:->b(;rtEggleston,

3". H. Grey, Iiuriel Hegl,'Jod, Dr. nnd I'fJrs. D. R. Hostetter, Kenneth
Lcwless, Royster Lyle, !iiI's. 1... H. llri.chio, Kr.thcrine Michie, Will-
ir~ N~chie, SydnGY Ndtchell, Jeck Perkins, Gertrude Pri0r, F. R.
Sc~tt, Eliz2beth Spr~bue, C. E. Stevens, J. R. Sydnor, J~n~ Whe~t-
on, Mrs. C. H. ~ills.

Hnmpden-Sy~ney, Virgini?

- - -0000-

THE CHRIS'Df.i.SCEI-!SUS- 1949 - VIRGINIA

Beck Bny Nati~npl Wilnlife Rcfu~8, Va. (refuge ereA including Lons
I~lnc, oceHn buc.ch fr~m S~ndbriGgG to North C~r~linG line, KnJtt's
Islcnd (the v~. pert), Sigm~, fungJ, Ple~is~ntfddGc, North Lnnding
River ferry; open fDrmlcnd 5~~, pine woonl~nd 10%, ~eciduous wooo-
Ip.nd 16%, oce~n bench 17%, m8rshes nnd inl~nd bry 52%}. - Dec. 31;
7 8.m. to 6 p.m. Prrtly cloudy; temp. 280_460; ..indS~, 5-12 m.p.h.;
ground brre; woter open. Nino ~bsGrvers in 1 t~ 4 p~rtios. T)t~l
hours, 27 (2 in cAr, 5 in truck on beach cn~ in m!'rsh, 3 in mJt?r-
bont, 17 on fo?t); tot~l mil~s, 90 (55 by c~r, 20 by truck, 6 by
bact, 9 on fJot). Comeon LJon, 1; H~rnectGrebe, 1; Pied-billed
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Grebe, 3; Gannet, 7; Dauble-crestod Cormorc'nt, 2; Great Blue Heron,
10; Little Blue H~ran, 1 (1m.); Block-cr~~ned Night Her~n, 53;
"bistling S~rn, 2063 (2000 est., 63); Canada Goose, 2722,(2000
est., '722); Snow Goose, 1000 (est.); Blue G~oso, 8; Mr'118rd, 1;
Bleck Duck, 446 {300 est., 146}; GadwAll, 2; B~ldpnte, 4300 (est.);
P1nt~11, 3000 {est.}; Green-w1ngod Teal, 58; Rechend, 4000 (cst.};
Cunvrs-bnck, 4000 (est.); Sc','up Duck (sp.), 1500 (est.); IJll. Gold-
en-eye, 14; Buffle-head, 22; Old SquOi7, 3; White-winged Sc..,ter, 22;
Surf Sc)ter, 25; ~. Scater, 95; Ruddy Duck, 81; H~Jded Morgnns8r,
5; Am. Mergr:nser, 1; Rcd-breasteel M'.:3rgnnser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 9;
Blnck Vulture, 25; Cooper's Hewk, 2; Red-tplled Hmvk, 2; Beld E<,~gle,"

8; Mprsh Hawk, 15; Peregrine Fslcon, 2; Sperr0w Ho"k, 9; KinG Enil,
3; Am. C00t, 4000 (est.); Killdeer, 1; Snndorling, 3; Great Black-
bpcked Gull, 9; Horrinb Gull, 68; Ring-billed Gull, 395 (200 est.,
195); Lr.ughing Gull, 10; Mourning Dove, 5; Barred Owl, 1; Belted
Kingfisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 22; Pileoted Woodpecker, 2;
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 8; Eastern Phoebe, 3;
Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 61; Fish Crow, 168; Carolina Chickadee, 24;
Tufted Titmouse, 7; ~bite-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Brown-hended Nut-
hatch, 11; House Wren, 3 {C.E.S.}; Winter Wren, 2; Carolina :Vren,
46; Long-billed M~rsh Wren, 4; Short-billed ~mrsh Wren, 10; Mocking-
bird, 17; Catbird, 16; BroITn Thrasher, 1; Robin, 85; Hermit Thrush,
12; Eastern Bluebird, 24; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 25; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, 15; Am. Pipit, 135; Starling, 59; Cape May Warbler, 1 {with
Palm Warblers - X.L., F.R.S., C.E.S.}; MYrtle W8rbler, 627; Pine
Warbler, 2; Palm Warbler (~estern), 3; Yellow-throat, 11; English
Sperrow, 44; Eastern Meadowlark, 46; RGd-wing, 207; Boat-tailed
Grpckle, 24; C~rdinal, 39; Purple Finch, 2; )Jffi. Goldfinch, 93;
Eastern Towhee, 31; Sav8nnah SpRrrow, 60; Shorp-teiled Spf'rrow, 3;
Slate-colored Junco, 32; Field Spr.rrow, 35; \'fuitc-thrort~d Sparrow,
146; Fox SpDrrow, 3; SWCI:1pSpf'rrow, 182; Song Spnrrow, 164. Total,
98 species; about 30,540 individuals. - P. Full~r, J. H. Grey, K.
Lawless, 1likc lfichell, N~. and lArs. Jack Perkins, Mrs. A. C. Re~d,
F. R. Scott, C. E. Stevens.

- 0000 - - -
Richmond, Va. (same aren as in 5 preceding yeLrs, Richmond eest to
Curles N~ck, but with the ~ddition of Meodor.villo end other edja-
cent erens on the south side of the James Riv~r; open f~rmlcnd 38~,
pine woodle.nds 10%, deciduous woodlLnds 17~o, residanti~l districts
3j&, maple-gum s';;'l'mp 1~.3, mp.rshes and ri vcr shore 16~o, brushy fields
6~). - Doc. 27; 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fair; t8mp. 570_690; ~ind S
v~ering to W, 4-10 m.p.h.; ground bpre; w~ter open. ?hrue observ-
ors in t~o p~rtios. Totnlhours, 18 (on foot); totol milos, 70 (55
by c~r, 15 on foot). CommonLoon, 1; Pied-billed Grebe, 17; Gre~t
Blue Huron, 3; Ccnod~ Goose, 4498 (4150 est., 348); Sno71 Goose, 2;
Blue GO:>S13,3 (2 [~d., 11m., present in erG~ since Nov. 14 - F.R.S.);
M:-.llr.rd, 122; Elcck Duck, 264 (250 est., 14); Bc.ldppte, 32; Pint::il
22; Sh~vcller, 1; ~ood Duck, 2; Rinr-n0cked Duck, 104; Lasser Scaup
Duc!(, 3; Ru~rt~ DucIc, 2; Hoo~3d Mer,.-.:"nser, 6; Jun. iV:(~rgrnS(Jr, 0;
Turkey Vulture, 9; Bleck Vulture, 38; Rod-tnil~d H~~k, 1; Rud-
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shouldered Hn~k, 2; Bald Eugle, 8; Spprrov. HnTIk, €; Bob-white, 13;

Am. Caot, 122; Killd8ur, 25; Woodcock, 1; ~~ilson's Snipe, 35; Her-

ring Gull, 5; Hing-billed Gull, 251; Mourning Dove, 1; Belted King-
fisher, 2; Yollow-shafted Fliclcer, 19; Piloct:;d Uoodpecker, 4; :::18d-

bellied "\'ioodpE:cker,16; Yell~Y;'f'belliedSepsucker, 2; Hr iry ~,o:)d-

pecker, 1; D:>wny iioodpeckel', 22; l:;esternPhoebe, 3; Horned Lnrk

(Prairie), 12; Blue Joy, 9; Am. Cro~, 117; Crrolin~ Chickadae, 48;

Tufted Ti tmouso, 25; ~ihite-breasted Nuth?tch, 7; Br~mn Cru(;per, 9;

Winter liron, 3; C(.r~linn iiron, 46; Mockingbird, 25; Robin, 5; Her-

mit Thrush, 3; Eastern Blu6bird, 56; Golden-cro~ned Kinglet, 37;

Ruby-croimsd Kinglet, 12; Am. Pipi t, 62; Cedar ~'Jr,x.;ing,2; Logger-

head Shrike, 5; Str~rling, 220 (100 Gst., 120); Myrtle :':c.rbler,32;

English Spnrr'J\1,36; Ef~stcrn Mef'G01.d--.rk,48; Red-wing, 314 (300

est., 14); Brown-heoded CowbirC, 150 (est.); Cerdinal, 75; Purple
Finch, 29; hID.GJldfinch, 67; Eastern To~hee, 24; Snvnnnsh Spcrrow,
3; Slate-colored Junco, 177; Field Sparrow, 86; Vfuito-thr?ated
Spnrr0w, 375; Fox Spe.rrow,2; S'7!BmpSp:Jrrrm,12; Song Sp::-rrow, 99.
TJtRl, 74 species; Ebout 7906 individu~ls. (Seon one mile outside
of F'.reB in Chf:'rlesCity Co. by LC'-7lessand Stevens: Pine Wnrbler,
1; Pf'lm \1C'\rblcr (i~estern), 1). - K. LaVl1ess, F. R. Scott, C. E.
Stevens.

- - - 0000 - -

Yorkto~, VG. (Ne~ort Ne~s Reservoir, Hprw~od's Y~ll Reservoir,
Ca10ni!'1 BF:ttlcfielr1 P['rk including 1'lorrnly Lf'ke nnd w'Jterfr0nt of
Yorkto~n, York River shJre fr0ID Yorkto~n n0rth~cst t~ Felgrters
Creek, lo~er p~rt 0f Bock Creek and thG S~~f0rd Pcninsulo; open
farrnlvnd 10%, pin.,; w00dland 22%, rlecidu')us W()r)(Uond 16%, brushy
fields 5~, mershes and open water 47%). - Jon. 21; 7:30 8.m. to
4 p.m. Clear; temp. 240-46~; \dnd N~ to S~, 2-8 m.p.h.; gr0und
bare; water open. TWo observers in tr.o pFrtics n~st of d8Y. T')t-
ol hours, 13 (3 in cAr, 10 ~n f0~t); totDl miles, 88 (80 by cnr,
8 on f00t). C)r.Jl'!lonL):>n, 20; HornE'd Grebe, 170; Pier1-billed
Grebe, 19; Greet Blue Huron, 10; Cannee Go~se, 40; Black Duck, 12;
Baldpate, 10; Pintail, 225; Redhead, 22; Ring-necked Duck, 92;
Canvas-back, 21; SC8UP (sp.), 323; ~. Golden-eye, 157; Buffle-
head, 189; Surf Scoter, 49; Am. Scoter, 53; Ruddy Duck, 766; &~.
Merganser, 55; Red-brees ted Merganser, 247; Turl{ey Vulture, 11;
Bald Eegle, 11; ~crsh Hawk, 1; Spurrow Hewk, 2; Bob-~hite, 8;
Y~lldeer, 45; Wilson'sSnipe, 2; Least Sandpiper, 1; Red-backed
Sandpiper, 37; Eerring GUll, 41; lang-billed Gull, 333; Mourning
Dove, 70; Bnrred Owl, 1; Belted Kingfis:her, 4; Yellow-shAfted
Flicker, 3; Had-bellied Woodpdcker,9; Yellow-bellied Sopsucker,
1; Doimy Woodp-:.:ckur, 10; Eastarn Pho8be," 3; Am. Cro.., 84; Carolina
Wron, 17; Mockingbird, 2; Broqn Thrasher, 1; Robin, 1; Hermit
Thrush, 6; East0rn Bluebird, 68; Goldan-cro~od Kinglot, 25; Ruby-
cro~nod King10t, 2; Am. Pipit, 32; Cednr Waxwing, 6; Starling, 36;
Kyrtle ~'I~:rbL:r, 30e.; Pine l",l1rbler, 2; English Spc.rrow, 9; 1.!:<.st0rn
Meodo'.,l~rk, ~~4; Rod-wing, 193; C:.rdinr.l, 13; Purple Finch, 2; .Am.
Goldfinch, 35j EpstGrn TOi':"hee, 20; S['v:~nm:h Sp'rrow, 22; ;:)h~rp-
toiled SprrroT., 2; Glntc-colorud Junco, 97; Field Sporrow, 49;
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White-throated Sparrow, 59; Fox Sparro~, 1; S"amp Sparrow, 2; Song
Sparrow, 112. Totel, 75 species; about 4375 individuals. The move-
ments of smell birds ~ere quite restricted, probAbly as a result of

clear and calm weather, hence the low counts on many species such os
the Cardinal and Fox Sparrow. Hed the participants been able to

t~ke this count during the prescribed period three weeks earlier,

lorge flocks of severp,l hundred Baldpate, Redhead, and Ccnvas-bpck
would have been recorded. Parodoxically, the number of Horned Grebes

would prob~bly have been smaller. - .T.H. Grey, F. R. Scott.

-- - 0000"'-

Mount Vernon, Vn. (George Washington's home, Belvoir peninsula and

Lebnnon, including Dogue Inlet, Gunston Cove, Pohick and bccotink

Bays; water 307~, bottornlend woods 30%, upland woods 20~~ (i pine, i

deciduous), old fields 10%, farmland 10%). - .Tan. 1; 6:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Portly cloudy; temp. 330_490; no wind; ground bore and un-
frozen; all wRter ice-free, river at low tide at 1:13 p.m. Seven ob-
servers in two parties. Totnl hours, 20t; totnl miles 95 (70 by car,
25 on foot). Greot Blue Heron, 3; Mnllerd, 1; Black Duck; 421; ~Jn.
Merganser, 9; Turkey Vulture, 9; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Cooper's
Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 10; Rad~shouldered Ha~k, 6; Bold Eagle, 21;
Mnrsh Hawk, 4; Sparro~ Hawk, 7; Bob-~hite, 30 (2 coveys); Rllldeer,
53; Herring Gull, 46; Ring-billed Gull, 71; Mourning Dove, 18; King-
fisher, 1; Flicker, 7; Pileated woodpecker, 6; Red-bellied Woodpeck-
er, 17; Yellow-bellied S?psucker, 1; Heiry WOodpBcker, 11; Do~y
Woodpecker, 26; Horned Lork (Prcirio), 4; Blue Jry, 28; Crow, 106,
Fish Crow, 3; CnrolinA Chickadee, 82; Titmouse, 45; ~nite-br0asted
Nuthatch, 30; Red-broRsted NuthRtch, 7; Brown Creeper, 6; ~inter
~ron, 4; Cnrolina 'iron,26; Mockingbird, 21; Robin, 12; Hermit Thnlsh,
4; Bluebird, 13; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 42; Ruby-crowned Iilnglet,2;
Cener Waxwing, 8; 1figrentShrike, 3; St~rling, 205; Myrtle Wprbler,
3; English Sperro~, 137; Meedo~lDrk, 43; Red-v.ing, 1747 (1600 cst.,
147); Rusty Blcckbird, 42; Co~bird, 17; C~rdin~l, 68; Purple Finch,
10; Goldfinch, 69; To~hce, 1; Slote-colored .Tunc0 , 359; Tree Sp~rrow,
28; Field SpRrrow, 60; ~nite-thropted Spprrow, 146; Fox Sporro~, 1;
SW~JffipSparroT., 2; Song SpArrow, 38. Tot?l, El species; about 4203

1ndividunls. - .T. M. Lbbott, Irston R. BPrnes, J. D. Biggs, Enoch
Johnson, C~therine Keeley, T. L. Zapt, Lorina lffindt.

0000 -

Fort Bclvoir, Vn. (Snme ere~\ P.s in form8r yerJrs; wnterfr::mt 20;&,
open fnrru'ind 30i~, decidu'JUs \1o:)~~lf<nc130%, pine (.;r~ves l5~, cf'ttl"'il
mersh 5%). - D&c. 31; 7:00 ~.m. to 4:40 p.m. Cleor; temp. 33°_45°;
no wind; gr~und bero with surface frost; ell w~ter ice free, river

at low tido at 12:33 p.m. Four observors togcthor. Totol h~urs, g~;
totel miles, 29 (25 by cnr, 4 on f.J:Jt}. Groot Blue Heron, 1; Mol-
lcrd, 2; Block Duck,204; Sc~up (sp.), 2; Buffl~hu~1, 4; Am. MorGon-
ser, 29; Turkey Vulturo, 12; H6d-teilod Hm;k, 7; Red-sh:mlrlerod EOi:k,
1; Bnld EnGle, 17; Mc.rsh Hawk, 1; Sperrol'; Hu,:,:k, 1; Bcb-i.hi te, 8;
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Killdeer, 23; Herring Gull, 60; Ring-billed Gull, 84; Mourning Dove,
5; Barred Owl, 1; Kingfisher, 2;" Flicker, 3; Pileated \';oodpeckcr, 2;

Red-bellied Woodpecker, 6; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker,12;

Horned LHrk (Prairi9), 11; Blue Jay, 10; Crow, 114; Fish Cro~, 1;

C~rollnn Chickc.dee, 27; Tufted Titmouse, 11; ~.~ite-bre~sted Nut-
hctch, 9; R(~d-breasted Nuthatch,: 1; Bro\'1IlCreeper, 2; Yiinter ~'lren,

2; Carolina ('iren,10; Mockingbir.d, 8; Robin, 1; Bluebird, 3; Golden-

cro~m8d Kinglet, 1; Starling, 60; Myrtle \1arbler, 1; English Spl'rror:

56; l~adowlark, 66; Red-wing, 90; llilStyBlackbird, 35; Cardinal, 15;

Pine Siskin, 4; Goldfinch, 30; Towhee, 1; Slote-colored Junco, 125;

Treo Sparrow, 15; ;~ito-throet8d ~pnrrow, 9; Field Spprro~, 17;
Swamp Spf-'rrow,1; Song Spnrrow, 1'1'.Totnl, 55 species; 12-11 individ-

uals. - J. M. Abbott, Frances E. hbbott, B. o. Bird, G. H. Sigel.

- - - 0000 -

Charlott~svillet Va. (hlbemar1e Lake, Henley's Lake, city reservoir,
Thraves Pond, Bellair Pond, 'initehal~,Fvrmington, 8 miles elong
Rivanna and South Fork Rivp.nnaRivers from Burnt Mills to town;
farmland 35%, lakes And ponds 25~~,river-bottom 25%,'deciduJus
woods 10%, pin~ woods 5%). - Dec. 30; 6:45 A.m. to 5:15 p.m. Fair;
temp. 230_420; wind negligible. Three observers in 3 prrties in a.m.
end 2 pnrties in p.m. Total hours, 28; totel IT~les,77 (54 by cor,
23 afoot). Gr~~t Blue Heron, 1; M('llard,58; Black Duck, 1; Lesser
Scaup Duck, 1; Hooded Mergnnser, 3; AD. 1~rgrnser, 2; Turkey Vul-
ture, 76; Blnck Vulture, 1; Cooper's Ha~k, 1; R6d-t~iled Hawk, 5;
Spnrrow H~wk, 4; Bob-?hite, 19 (2 coveys); Killdaer, 26; ~,i1son's
Snipo, 2; Mourning Dove, 56; Belted Kingfisher, 5; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 4; Pileated Woodpecker, 5; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 7; Red-
headed Woodpecker, 1; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Hairy Woodpeck-
er, 6; Downy Woodpecker, 19; Phoebe, 2; Prairie Horned Lark, 43;
Bluo Jay, 8; Am. Crow, 498; Carolina Chickadee, 74; Tufted Tit-
mouse, 30; ~lliite-breastedNuthatch, 12; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 9;
Brown Creeper, 1; Winter Wren, 7; Carolina Wren, 29; ~ockingbird,
21; Robin, 4; IIermitThrush, 4; Bluebird, 85; Golden-crovmed King-
let, 32; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 6; Am. Pipit, 40; Loggerhead Shrike,
7; Starling, 307; English Sparrow, 14; Meadowlark, 46; Red-wing,
226; Rusty Blackbird, 45; Brown-headed Cowbird, 110; C8rdin8l, 189;
Purple Finch, 41; Pine Siskin, 1; Am. Goldfinch, 95; Sl~te-colored
Junco, 477; Tree Sparrow, 23; Field Sparrow, 257; White-crowned
Sparrow, 10 (first time this species has been recorded here on a

Christmas Bird Count); White-throated Sporro~, 170; Fox Sparro~, 21;
Swamp Spnrro~, 11; Song Sp£rro~, 227. Total, 60 species; about 3486
individuals. - Kenneth LQ~less, Fred R. Scott, Ch~rles E. Stevens,Jr.

- 0000

Worren (A1beI:larleCo.), Va. (Jomes River from Hotton to Goosby Is-
lend tlnd tlreo Gbout \',::rrul1, Toti or Crook, and lCbonu; river-bottom
40/~, open fiulds 30;,,,,duciduous r:oods 20~~, pinu woods 101;). - Dec.

26; 6 n.m. to 4 p.m. Cloudy in a.m. with fog Dnd drizzlu in p.m.;
tamp. 460-500. T\',o obscrv0rs together. Totr.l hours, 10; totel miles,
27 (15 by cDr, 12 a1'oot). Turk0Y Vulture, 8; Red-tniled Hawk, 2;
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Mersh H~wk, 1; Sparrow H~wk, l;'Bob-r.hite,9; Mourning Dove, 229;
Kingfisher, 1; Flicker, 3; Pile['ted Woodpecker, 2; Red-bellied 1'.'ood-
pucker, 5; H~iry Woodpacker, 5; Do~y ~oodpcckar, 12; Phoebs, 1;
Prcirie Hornad Lcrk, 2; Am. Cro~, 118; C~rolino Chickadue, 31; Tuf-
ted Titmouse, 9; Whlte-breestod Puthntch, 7; Red-bre~stod Nuthnrch,
2; Brown Cr~.wper,5; 7{interr-:ren, 5; Crrolino ~':ren, 10; Short-
billod ~;~nrsh '.':rem, 1 (suen end hef!rd in wet meado"near hBttO!l;
first winter rec~rd for orev.); !~ockinl:.bird, 0; Bluebird, 10; Gold"';
en-cror.ned Kinglet, 15; Ruby-crowned Kin~let, 1; Am. Pipit, 1; Log-
gerhe~d Shrike, 4; St9rling, 36; En~lish Spcrro~, 41; Mu~d~~lerk,
2?; Rud-wing, 1; Cowbird, 51; Ccrnina1, 39; Purple Finch, 98; j~.
Goldfinch, 52; Slote-co1ored Juncd, 201; Tree Spcrrow, 19; Field
Sp~rrow, 107; iihite-throotedSpsrrow, 19; Fox Sp~rrow, 6; Sw~rop
Sp~rrow, 6; Song Sp~rrow,81. Tote1, 44 species; 1296 Injivid~?ls.
- Gordon Lewis, ~hr-rles E. Stevens, Jr.

- - - 0000 -

Sweet Brier, Ve.{Sw~et Brier College property Gnd odj~cent 3rees in-
cluding Sun Allgcl10Lnk8, radius of 2 ~lvs; op8n fields 20~, mcture
Geciduous w.:>odlond 307~, brushy creek bottoms, 25~b, 1nke' edges 10~,
schrubby r~llsides 10~, about farm buildings 5%). - Doc. 25; 7:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. nnd 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. FGir in morning, 18°-
300; overcest in afternoon, 340-36°; ~nd 1-3 m.p.h. TV!~observers
together most of dny. Toto1 hours, 12; totrl niles, six :>nfo:>t.
Am. Merganser, 2 (b~th fe~clo); Turkey Vulture, 5; Mourning Dove,2;
iG.n;;fisher, 1; Flicker, 4; PileDtod ',;oodpocker, 1; Bed-ballied ..::»{:-
peeker, 2; YGll~w-belllod S?psucker, 1; HlJiry "{,odpeckcr, 2; D"'>wny
Woodpscker, 7; Phoebo, 1; Blue Jr.:.y, 7; Crow, 11; C[.rollnn Chiclc~~d6e,
12;TuftedTitm:>use, 6; \illitG-bre8steiNuthr.tch, 6; Red-breaste~
Nuthctch, 5; Br8TInCreeper, 2; Crr~lina ~ren, 8; M~c~ingbird, 2;
Bluebird, 1; Go1~cn-crowned Kinglet, 0; ~~by-cro~ed Eln~let, 2;
Shrike, 1; Stp.r1ing, 60 (est.); ~.~rtle ~jp.rblcr, 20; E7'!.gl1sh Sp~r-
row, 30; C~rdinul, 40; Purple Finch, 4; G~l~finch, 15; Sl~tu-c01-
oreel Junco, 36; Tree Spnrro71, 2; Fiel, Sparr()"~, 0; ".'hite-crov.-ncr'l.
Sp~rrow, 20 (singine); ~bite-throatenAp~rrow, 25; Son~ Sporro~,
16. Totf'l,35 species; about 371 indivi"lua1s. (SlJenin t.'ron IJ0c.
26: Pied-billed Grebe, 1; Co~per's Ha~k, 1; Dec. 30: ~ilson's Snipe,
1;MeEl107.'1p.rk, 1). - Ernest Erlwnrds, Gcrtrurt~ Prior, .Anne \','henton.

- 0000 -
Lynchbur~, Vn. (Ti~ber L8ke oreD, CJlloge Lnke r.re~,Air~0rt,
Grc-ves' ~,:ill (:nr'! T"Mf..h".:k Srw.r.:p ['ref', Riveroont Pork; fic1"~s 28%,
open w,.,ods 63;r;, Ickes end I:1nrshes 9;;). - Dec. 29; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Cleror all day; tei.lp. 32°-58°; ':Vind, calm in C.D., ~; in p.m.,
0-10 m.p.h.; ground bvre, If'kes nnd stre~ms open. Seven observers,
2 parties in n.m., one p?rty in p.m. Totol hours, 15; tJtn1 milos,

39 (15 ..mfo-:>t,24 in c!!r). PiCJj-billcd Grebe, 1; Tur!<:ey Vulturo,
25; Blr:ck Vulture, 3; Co:pcr's Hr-.;k, 3; Hed-tr:iled li~,-.;k, 1; ;;i1-
son's Snipe, 1; ~)ck Dove, 7; MJurning D')ve, 10; Flicker, 3; P11-

eflted \'ioodpucker, 2; i1ed-bclliou ..Ch,up0cKcr, 1; HLiry ''''.o;)dpockor,1;
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D:>wny ~'ioodpeckerJ 13j Phoebc, lj Prdric H~rne~ Lnrle, 18j Blue Jr:.y,
9 j Cr:)\'1, 243 (pertly est.) ; Chickadee, 40; Ti t::l:)uso, 17 ;,!hi te-
br'3f;sted Nuth[ tch, 19; Red-br(;()sted Nuthatch, 3; ',iinter;,ren, 1;
CarolinG. \iron, 14; !vbclcinGbird, 7; Hermit Thrush, 2; Bluebird, 23;
G0lclen-crcmned KinGlet, 24; Huby-cr0'l1nOC Kin€:lt~t, 26; Stf'rlin~, 96;
i:'yrtle ~1P,rbler, 3; .i:nGlish Spf.rrow, 15; Crrdinol, 60; Purple Finch,
4; G01dfinch, 10; Junco, 249; TrE:e Sp[~rr()Vi, 112; Field Sper:.'ow, 49;
Hhite-throDtod Sperrow, 34; Fax Spnrrow, 4; Swnffip Spvrr?~, 2; Sanb
Sprlrr0w, 39. Totd, 42 species; 1206 individuals. - Jcne Froer,
Ruskin S. Frot:r, B?b Giles, Jr., Dr. SClr.mel B. Guss (1 !lOU::'in C.l"J.),
Bill Keeton, M. B. Tillotson, W~s. In"~es w. ~iltshire, Jr.

~

0000

Shenandoah N~tiQn~l P~rk, VR. (Big Meed0ws, Fishors G<.p, H8~ksbill,
Lir:1borlost to foot of ',ihi te Ork CI"'.nyon, Skylrnri, Old P.r>g Fire H..,od

fron Old R~g P0St Office to Skyline Drivc; ~ltitur.0 1200-4049 ft.;
decirluous woods 65%, abandoned fields 20%, he!!'~ock l~r.wes lO;~, birch
scrub 3%, pine W')00S2%}. - Dec. 28; 7 a.m. to 5 p.n. Fair; temp.
240_420; wind l~:, 5-15 o.p.h. ~nridGe. Tv~~observers in 2 p~rt-
1es. Totol hours, 16; totDl Qiles, 48 (30 by crr, 18 ef0ot). Tur~ey
Vulture, 5; Red-toiled HOTIk, 2; Marsh Hn~kt 1; Ruffeo Grouse, 6;
P110ated ~'7:)o'1.pecker, 3; H~iry '.\'oodpecker, 3; D:)';7ny',~.')')drocker, 8;
Common Rnven, 3j Am. Crow, 11; Ccrolina Chickadee, 38; Tufton Tit-
mouse, 15; {mite-breasted Nuth~tch, 3; Rej-breasted Nuthatch, 1;
Brown Creeper, 6; Winter ~~ren, 4j Gol~en-cr0wneG Kinglet, llj Star-
ling, 17; C~rdinol, 12; Purplu Finch, 1; Goldfinch, 7; SlRt0-c01~::'G1
Junco, 99 (both Carolina and typicel Slnte-c01ored seen); Tree Sn.rr-
row, 11; \1nite-throftedSparrow, 9; Fox Spnrra~, 1; S~n~ Sp~rrQw, 2.
Totol, 25 species (1 nddi ti::mel suospoci(:}s); 276 inclivirluels. -
Fred R. Scott, Charles E. St~vens, Jr.

- 0000

Harrisonbur~, Va~ (Waterman Wood to Tide Spring, a totel distance of
12 miles including oak-hickory-cedar-pine woodlot 60%, oak-hickory
woodlot 1070,a sInall village bordering school cfJInpus lO/~' ceder-pine
wasteland 10~, pasture field and fence rows 10~). Small pond in oek-
hickory woodlot.Ground wet and muddy; smell pools of still w6ter
hod a thin coveringof ice 610ng m~rgins.- Dec. 26; 8:30 a.m. to
2:15 p.m. At beGinning sky vms entirelyhidden by heavy clouds;
temp. 42°; wind only slight breezo from SW; noon, heavy clouds with
mist; tump. 460; cnlm. .b.tclos(jlight rein and mist; terep. 49°;
colm. Litjht intul'IDittent sho'.'Je::'s beg:,n rt 10:50 c.m.j from 12::?-0 to
close a light r'1in. ~w obs8rvers working tog.:tth:.Jr ';7ithin c'lUng
dlstr.nce. Tot;,l hours, 5-'~ on foat; totr.l miles, 8 on foot. Sp~rrow
Hcwk, 1; Bob-white, 14 (one covoy); Downy W0odpecker, 2; Blue Jry,
2; Crow, 42; C:'rolina Chiclmdee, 11; Tufted Titm()Use, 12; ;'lhite-
bret"'.sted Nuth"tch, ~; C,..rolino ','iran, 5; 1-:':>ckinf,bird, 14; Golden-
cro\.'ncd Kinglet, 2; StE'rling, 85; prlmWI'rblcr, 2; Enr,l1sh Spr!rro1;<,
149; Crroim:l, 37; G~ldfinch, 3; Slcte-colorcd Junco, 129; Truo Sp~.r-
r0w, 49; ~fuitci-thro~tod Spnrr':>~J 10; Son~ Sprrrcw, 2. Totcl, 20 spec-
ies; 574 indi,'ic1uels.- D. I1:'lph Host(;tt€.:r, Dl!nie.l B. SUter.
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F~irfield (Rockbridge County), Vo. Villoge of Feirficlrt, ,north ond
Op.stto South River, along river to mouth of Irish Creek, 8 miles
from Fairfield and return by different roads; village yards and
gardens 10%, open fields 30%, hardwood forests 30i~, stream banks
30p. Same territory as covered for last three years, except own-
ers of Cherry Grove farm made the count on the form themselves.
Dec. 29; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Clear; temp. 260_420; no wind,

ground frozen in morning, light skim of ice on still water. Total
miles, 30 (9 on foot, ~l by c~r, the car used to shift from one lo-
cality to others). Two parties varying from two to five at a time.
Turkey Vulture, 11; Black Vulture, 8; (opproximetely 100 Vultures
seen roosting in trees lato in nfternoon across a streac which mede
it impossible to identify definit~ly); Marsh HaTIk, 1; Spnrrow Hawk,
1; Bob-white, 30 (ost.), (3 covoys); Killdeer, 6; Rock Dove (in
wild stnte on ChGrry Grove F~rm) 26; Yellow-Sh~ftedFlicker, 1;
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3; H~'iryWoodpecker, 1; Do~ny WoodpGcker,
5; Phoebe, 1; Blue Jpy, 3; Crow, 66; Bleck-cappedChickadee,2;
Cnrolina Chickadee, 14; Tufted Titmouse, 11; White-breasted Nut-
hatch, 6; Rod-breasted Nuthatch, 1; B~own Creeper, 1; Winter Wren,
2; CarolinaWren, 4; Mockingbird, 9; Robin, 1; Eestern Bluebird, 4;
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 3; Loggerhead Shrike, 8; Stnrling, 58; 1wrtle
W~rbler, 3; English Sp~rrow, 35; Red-wing, 1; Rusty Blackbird, 4;
Cowbird, 3; (flock of blRckbirds flushed from b~rnyarrlestimated
at 50 but un~ble to identify definitely, probably contained Red-

wings, Cowbirr.sand Rusty Blackbirds); Cardinal, 29; Purple Finch,
1; Goldfinch, 11; Slate-colored Junco, 34; Tree Sperrow, 19; Field
SparroD, 1; White-throatec Sparro~, 2; Song Sperrow, 7.Total num-
ber of species, 41. Inrtividunl birds idontified, 426. - Rev. & V~s.
W. B. Clemmons, Anne, Mprtha nnd Bill Cle~~ons, Jr., M~ry C~therine

Horne, 1~s. Jonet Alexander, Viss Josephine Fultz, ~iss Draper Fultz.

- - 0000 - - -

Lexington, Va. (S~e area P.Slost yecr, but m~re closely worked,
and with addition of lower slopes of A mount"in: City, 10%, op.k
woods 30%, cedRr woods 25%, open fields 25%, scrub 10%). - Dec. 28;
7:30 o.m. to 5:30 p.m. with one hour out nt noon. Claar; te~p. 400
at sturt find finish; wind Nt/, 5-15 Ir..p.h.; ground b[;re, not fr')z(m;
water open. Fourteen observers in 3 parties.Totul hours, 27 (22
on foot, 5 in cI'rs); totell:liles, 84 (23 on foot, 61 by cnr). Turk-
ey Vulture, 50; Black Vulture, 23; Sherp-shinned H~wk, 2; C08per's
HBwk, 3; Red-tail~d Hawk, 4; Red-shouldered Hewk, 1; Marsh Hawk, 2;
Sperrow Hawk, 7; Bob-white, 8 (pe.ir end covoy); Klllde8r, 9; ~ilson's
Snipe, 4; Rock 1).:)7e, 72; Bern 0\';1, 1 (heard. fr:).::: hollow tree ofter
derk,(J.J.M.); Screech Owl, 2; Short-cAred Owl, 2; Belted Kingfish-
er, 2; Flicker, 5; Pileatl:d Woodpecker, 6; Red-bellied ~~odpecker,
2; Yell::nv-belliod Sc;psucker, 1; Downy i'hodpHcker, 12; Phoebe, 5;
Horned Lark, 9; Bluo J;:y,13; Havun, 2; Crow, 86; .Appnlr,chie.n Chick-
adoe,l (J.J.M.); Coraline, Chickadee, 73; TuftGd T5t~~',mge, 37;
White-breostod Nuthatch, 12; Brown Creeper, 2; ','linL", ;'i'rcn, 6; Car-
oline. Wron, 26; Mockingbird, 25; 1bbin, 1; Bemit ':':'_1u.3h, 1; Blue-
bird, 24; G:)lnen-crovmed Ki:J.glat, 7; Ruby-crO\med Kl:;'e:J.0t, 1; Mig-

-- -- --
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ront Shrike, 6; Stnrling, 356; English Spprrow, 140; Me?do~lp.rk, 2;

Cardincl, 108; ~lrple Finch, 5j Goldfinch, 10; Junco, 310; Tree Sppr-"

eow, 86; Field Sparrow, 40; ~~ite-thr~nt8d Sp~rrow, 96; Song Sp~rrow,
26. Totol, 51 speci0s; 1740 Indivicuols. - R. P. Cr.rroll, Alice Car-

roll, R0bert C[<rroll, Jr., Gorcl'")nG. Heiner, 1'.1chool Junkin, Jock
Lf:'.clam::nn,J')o f.r.agE;8,R~bort Moses, ~~rs. J. J. Murrr:y, J. J. Murrny,

Jpmes Murroy, Jr., RQbert Paxton, Ch8r1es HitChey, F. M. Yellott.

- 0000

Roanoke, Va. (r~rr~y's Pond, Cr.rvin C~ve, Bennett's Spring nn~ in-
ter~~diate t~rritory). Dec. 31; 7:~0 a.~. to 3:00 p.~. Cleer; temp.

250 ot start, 350 at finish. Seve~ obs~rvGrs in 2 perties; 25 miles
f~ot anct CRr. Pied-billed Grebe, 2; Mnllnrd, 2; Blnck Duck, 10;

Ruddy Duck, 3; Turkay: Vulture, 27; Block Vulture, 4; M~"rsh Hf1wk, 5;

Sparrow Hawk, 2; B?b-«hite, 27 (2 coveys); Ialldeer, 20; Mourning

Dove, 6; Belted Kingfish~r, 2; Ib'\Vn~'jioodpecker, 8; Phoebe, 3;

Horned Lark, 200 (est.); Blue Jny, 13; Cr0w, 176; Chickadee, 26;
Tufted Titr.louse, 5; hhite-breasted Nuthatch, 3; ".'inter Wren, 1;

Carolin~ hren, 6; Mockingbird, 11; Robin, 1; Hermit ~lrush, 5;

Bluebird, 17; ~lden-cr.'")v.:nedKinglet, 4; !fJ.grontShrike, 2; Stnr-

linS, 2500 (ost.); English Sperrow, 115; Meac.bwlerk, 11; Rusty

Blackbiro, 30; CnrdinRl, 35; G?ldfinch, 60; S~vnnnRh Sperrow, 5;

Junco, 120; Tree Sparrow, 43; Field Sperr0w, 50; Vfuite-crowned Sp~r-

row, 26; ~Jhite-throeted Spr,rrow, 55; Sont;;SpC1rrow, 35. (Mr. &.Mrs.
Ernest Adkins report at their sumwer home on the 31st. Great Horned

Owl, 1; Screech Owl, 1; Pile~tecl ~oodpecker, 1). (Y~s. N. R. Leh-
mann reports several species obsflrved et her feeding st~t10n on
the 31st. end adds follo~ing species not listed in the above: Red-

bellied ',Voodpecker, 1; HHiry ';horipecker, ~; Purple Finch, 8). Tot-

al species, 47; 3689 individuAls. - Frn~~ Roberts~n, L. E. Hawkins,

Grace Smyth, lkrs. J. E. Comer, SAllie McLain, JI.r.& l~s. A. o. En~-
lish.

- - - 0000

Blccksbur~, Vr. (V.P.I. co~pus and f~rm, Str~uble's Creek to New
River, Brush Mt. and Tom's Creek to New River, nlong New River
frow Peppur's Farry Bridge to Goodqin's Ferry except through the
Radford Or~inenco ~orks ~rounds; woods 37%, ff1~Umld 37%, river-
bottoD 261;).- Dec. 28; 6:30 c.m. to 5:30 p.m. Pnrtly c!')udy;
t£:>mp. 32°-43°; wind N shifting to '/;, 10-15 !"a.p.h. on mountain tops,
colr.1 in vr:lleys until n00n, then interu:ittent brooze, 4-6 m.~.h.;
ground bere. Ten ubservers in 5 p:'Irties. Tot:::l hours 50.5 (48 on
foot, 2.5 in c~lrs used by 3 pf:rties in shifting fror:l ~lRce to plf1ce
anj in picking up ti'i(j other p.rties at end af de.y). Tot!'l Ir'.11es,
128 (58 on f'.JOt,70 by ct1r).l\~dlt:rd, 99; Black Duck, 168; Grd-
wr.ll, 14; Bo1dpcte, 30; Pinte.il, 7; Green-wing~d Ted, 1; Redhecd,
1; ning-nuckeu duck, 14; Lesser Scrup, 4; ~~. Golden-eye, 41; Buf-
flehocd, 21; HrJ.:)du:.1Mer{;unser, 32; Turkoy Vul turo, 80; Bleck Vul t-
ure, 19; Co.:>por's Hi:r:k, 3; ftud-teiltJj Hp-wk, 3; R.)d-shoul~~er(;<1 H~\'Ikt
1; Mnrsh Hpwk, 1; Sp"rr.,J\'1 Hn';.k, 15; Ruffed Grouse, 1; B')b-white, 16

-
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(2 coveys); coot, 1; K1~ldeer, 12; ~ils0n's Snipe, 1; Herring Gull,
1; H?ck fuve (fer1l), fi9; Mourning fuve, 97; Screech Owl, 1; GrcD.t
Horned Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 5; Flicker, 5; Pileoted W?odpeck-
er, 3; Red-bellied ~o0dpecker, 4; Red-heoded ~oodpecker, 5; Ycllow-
bellied Sapsucker, 2; I1piry Hoodpecker, 9j Dor:ny '(;ooapecker, 30;
Phoebe, 5; Prcirie Hor~ed Lark, 175; Blue Jpy, 8; Raven, 2; Crow,
953 (port est.); Chic~dee (both RInck-copped and C~rolina present),
127; Tufted Titw?use, 72; TIh1te-brenstedNuthe.tch,17; Red-breasted
Nuthctch, 13; Brown Creeper, 4; Winter Wren, 20; Cprolinc ~ren, 48;
MOckingbird, 12; Robin, X; Herrut Thrush, 3; Bluebird, 31; Golrten-
crowned Kinglet, 70; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; M[grnnt Shrike, 6;
Stp.rling, 482j J~rtle ~arbler, 2; En~lish S,~rrow, 96; Mepdowl~rk,
17; Red-wing, 2; Cnrdinr.l,177; Goldfinch, 51; Purple Finch, 32;
Pine Siskin, 1; Towhee, 2; SBvpnnah Spnrrow, 7; Slpte-color0d Junco,
223; Tree Sparrow, 56; Field Spcrrow, 169; ~~ite-crowned Srorrou,9l;
Vfuite-throoted Sparrow, 39; SWBDp Spnrrcw, 2; S?ng Sparrow, 170.
Totol, 74 species; about 3994 individuels. - C. O. Hondley, C. O.

Hondley, Jr., John M. Hnndley, Hobert J. ~'l(\tson, J. W. Murray, Iv:r.
&.Mrs. Ellison Sr:lyth, G. M. Sheer, A. O. English, &.lly E. McL~1n.

- 0000

CHRIST!.~ BIRD COUNT STJ~TI3TICS - BLJ.CKSBURG, VA.
By Chcrles o. Handley, Jr.

This yecr's total of 74 spccies is the largest ever compiled

et Blocksburg, 73 being the previous mexioum. Also, the n~ber of

observers ond parties exceeds fill other counts except that of 19~0.

This f~ct In£.Yin SO£lu instl'nces c.cccunt for larger then usur,l nur.:-

bers of individue1s of SOffi6 species of birds being seen this Christ-
mas. In the fo110win~ coopilation it nay be nSSlli~OCthet Any spec-
ies not nentioned op~e~red in noren1 nuobers on the 1949 count.

First appe~r~nce ~ count: Herring Gull

First opDe~r~nce in severp:1 yerrs: Pine Siskin (first since 1941);

Roven (first since-1940); Lesser Scaup (first since 1945); Redhc~d
(first since 1945).

More recor9rt thn Aver heforo:
Gr.dr.a11 --------(14 exceeds previous mAxirnL of 4 in 1948)
Boldpatc (30 tI tI "

tI29 in 1948)
Hinr--necked Duck (14 " tI tI tI

6 in 1939}
Golden-eyo (41

tI " tI
tI 39 in 1942)

Hooded err,anser (32 tI " " " 21 in 1946)
Black Vulture (19 " tI "

tI 16 in 194C)

Spp.rr()w Hm7k (15 " " " " 12 in 19!!7)
Piecon (59 " tI " " 50 in 1940)
D")wny";o:>dpecker (30 " " " " 28 in 1946)
Commen Cr'")H (953 " tI " "800 in 1937)
Curolina i,ren (48 " " " tI 36 in 19"16)
?tJ.r,;rant Shrike ( 6 " " " tI 5 in 1948)
Cp.rdinul (177 " " " "167 in 1939)
Sovonneh Srflrrow ( 7 " tI " tI

3 in 1942)



Loss recorded then ever before:

- Bob-white- -(16 is bo10w previous minimULl of 19 in 1945)
(maximum is 97 in 1942)

Wilson's Snipe (1 is below previousndni~tunof 5 in '36, '37,
'40) (maxi~u~ is 27 in 1941)

Tree Sparrow (56 is below previous ~inimuB of 59 in 1947)
(m6xinum is 282 in 1948)

~ recorded ~~:

Usually recorded but cOrlplete1y r.'J.ssod this ~:
B!'.rred OVil
Rusty Blackbird

As almost helf of the species on the list "ere n0re nu~erous
than usual, AS proven by this c')~pilntion,it seeMS pnrndoxicrl thet
the observerswero elr1(")st one hundred per cent in f'.groemcnt that
birds wore sc~:rce. Evidently they were genern11y only h[,rd to ob-
serve rsther thnn actually sc~rce. Only 18 per cant pr0vod to be
scr.rcer then usual.

- - - 0000- - -

- - -- --
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rcc'Jrded than usual:

Pintd1 ( 7 is most sice 1944) (Gx. is 7 in '37 & '44)
Turkey Vulture (80 " " 1940) ( " " 154 in 1938)

MourninG D')ve (97 tI tI 1943) ( " tI 207 in 19..13)
Hoiry r;oDCiJOcker ( 9

tI tI 1942) ( tI
" 12 in 1942)

Phoebe ( 5 II tI 1938) ( tI
" 5 in 1938)

Horned Lark (175 " " 1942) ( " " 380 in 1942)

Viintor \,,'ren (20 " tI 1946) ( tI " 27 in 1941)
Bluebird (31 tI " 1942) ( " tI 79 in 1942)
Purple Finch (32 " " 1938) ( tI

" 42 in 1938)

Fi e1d Spr.rrow (169 tI tI 1943) ( tI " 188 in 1943)
hite-thr. Sparrow(59

" tI 1941} ( tI tI 63 in 1941)

Song Sparr,:>w (170 tI tI 1945) ( " " 284 in 1941)

Mallard (99 is least since 1945) (rmx.t is 218 in 1948)
Screech Owl (1 tI 1944) ( " 7 in 19.j,7)
Flicker (5 " 1945) ( " 22 in 1940)
Blue Jay (8 tI 1939) ( tI 86 in 1936)

Brown Creeper (4 tI 1945 ) ( " 15 in '47&'48}
Hermi t Thrush (3 tI 1944) ( " 11 in 19/r2}
English Spr:rroti' (96 tI 1944) ( tI 300 in 1946)
Meadow1nrk (17 II 1946) ( tI 142 in 1945)
Goldfinch (51 " 1944) ( tI 296 in 1945)
Slnte-001. Junco (223 "

1944) ( " 729 in 1948)
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PLANS FOR THE 1950 ANNUALMEETING
Harrisonburg, Virginia - Ma.y 5 &. 6

The 1950 Annual Meeting will be held at Harrisonburg on Friday
and Saturday, May 5 and i. Mr. Max Carpenter, Route 1, Dayton, Vir-
ginia, will have oharge of the program. Members planning to present
papers are asked to send him the title, time required for presenta-
tion, and information as to whether 8. moving pioture or slide maoh-
ine is needed. Dr. D. Ralph Hostetter is planning for the Saturday
field trip, with the cooperation of the offioials of the George Wash-
ington National Forest, headquarters of which are located in Harri-
sonburg.

Miss Evelyn Watkins, 218 Newman Avenue, Harri sonburg, is makli.ng
the looal arrangements with the assistance of Miss Wintie Heatwold.
The afternoon and evening meetings will be held in the auditorium of
the Main Street School, which is centrally located. The dinner will
be served at the First Methodist Church, which is near the school
building, at $1.50 per plate. Lunch during th~ field trip will be
served at a church located on the route taken.

The following places ore available for over-night aocomodations:

Kt"vanaugh Hotel, North Main Street
Single Room $3.00up, bath or shower
Double Room $3.75-$4.50, without bath

It " $5.50-$6.00, with beth

"

Court Square (smAller hotel)
$2.00, without bath
$2.50-$3.00, with bath
$3.00, without b~th
$4.50-$5.00, with bath

Warren Hotel, N.
Single"
Double

~ Village Tourist Court, 5 miles south of Harrisonburg (can aocom-
odate 50 if reservations ore made a week or two ahead)
Single unit, double bed $4.00
Twin bed units $5.00 (Breakfast - 30~ to $l.OO}
Unit, two double beds $6.00
Two-room units $6.00-$12.00 (can accomodate from 4

to 12 people)

Kagey Tourist Court, 1 mile south of Herrisonburg (can accomodate
21 if reservations are made two weeks in advance)
1 person $2.50
2 persons, double bed $3.00
1 cottage, 2 twin beds $3.00
Double cottage for 4 $6.00 (can Add 2 extra cots at $1 ee.)

Twin Gables and Flora Perk tourist courts listed, about 2 miles north
of Harrisonburg, both recommended as modern and attroctive and
lovely places to stay, but prices not quoted.

-- - - --
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Boxwood Inn, Mrs. R. H. Zirkle, 328 S. Mf'1n (Phone 651)
Tw1n1beds $2.00 per person without bath

$2.50" " with b/'!th
Two in a bed $1.75 per person
(M~~e reservations soon)

Homestead Inn, Mrs. E. L. Foley, 317 S. Main (Phone 1059)
Single$2.00
Double $3.00-$4.00

Wise's Tourist Home, 622 S. Main (Phone 529)
Single roo~ $2.00-~2.50
Double" $3.50 for 2 people (BreakfAst- 75~)
4 single beds in 1 room $6.00
(Can accomodate 24 if reservations are made early)

Horseshoe Lodge, Mrs. Robt. K. Cline, 272 E. MBrket (Phone l46R)
~1.50 per person

(Can accomodate 12 guests if reserv~tions are made ahead)

Stoneleigh Inn, 557 E. Market

~2.50 per person

(Early reservation recommended)

Write early for reservations whether at 0 hotel, tourist court

or tourist home, since Madison College ~y Day will be held May 6.
Reservations may bo at a pramiuc if V.S.O. members w~it too late to
make them. Therefore write immedi~tely ~nd directly to the place

of your choice for a reserv~tion for May 5-6, 1950.

NOTES AND NEWS

Virginia t s State~. The C"relinalis now the officiol Stete
Bird for Virginia. This action wes tAken at the recent meeting of

the General Assemblp when, on Jf'nuary 25, 1950, the House passed

and the Senote concurred in a resolution offered by Delegate C. W.
Cleeton of Mecklenburg.

Recent Vir~inia Records. A Snowy Owl WAS caught alive in L0U-

don County, Virginia, opposite Seneca, Mbryland, on Jr,nuary 2, 1950
by John H. McCabe. It was taken in a bow net set for peregrines,
with a pigeon as bait. Fron the measurements of the living bird

it appears to be 8 male, and the amount of spotting would indicate

an immature bird. Another Snowy Owl, seid to be larger ~nd whiter,
was seen at the same place and by the s~rne person, on November 27,
1949. Both were so teme that they could be cl~sely approached.

Dr. David Johnson and Mr. Norman W~ller of the U. S. National

MUseum cAptured a Saw-whet Owl alive ne~r Wakefield, Virginia, a-
bout Thanksgiving, 1949. It w~s in undergrowth beside the highway
and had a broken wing, presumably from having been struck by a car.

In the Nationp~ Museum collection there 1s a Snow Bunting, an
adult femP.le, from Nelson County, Virginia, dated February 8, 1895.
It is from the Wirt Robinson collection.

Ch~rles o. Handley, Jr.

- - - -- --
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Cuckoo Captured &~H£\wk. On October 12 in a mixed-hprdwood
forest near Waverly a Red-shouldered Hawk was surprised, and in

fleeing, dropped its prey which turned out to be a Black-billed
CUckoo. The victim died in severF.l minutes from talon injuries in

its side. This incident t?ok plAce approximately 500 feet from a

nesting tree used by Red-shouldered Hawks during the spring. Iden-
tification of the hewk WAS made ot the time it wps surprised. Meas-

urements of the cuckoo \'Tereas follows: totAl length 11.0", bill .8",

tArsus 1.0", tail 6.0", folded wing 5.5".

Charles C. Steirly, Waverly, V~.

A Correction. The following species were inadvertently left out

of the Yorktown, Va. bird count which appeared on pages 6-7 of the

Jonu~ry-Febru~ry issue of The Raven: Oarolinp. Chickaoee, 40; Tufted

Titmouse, 15; White-breast~Nuthatch, 1; Reo-breasted Nuthatch, 6;

Brown-headed NuthAtch, 7; Brown Creeper, 1; House Wren, 1 (J.H.G.);
Winter Wren. 2.

Wilson Orni thologicol ~ Annual Meetin[:. An unusual oppor-
tunity will be presented to Virginians when the Wilson Ornitholoc-

ic~~ Club holds its annual meeting April 28-29 at Jackson's Mill,
West Virginia, twenty miles south of Clarksburc. This will be the
first meetinG of 0 national ornitholoGY group in our area since the

1943 meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union in Philadelphia.
An interesting feature of this meeting will be its informality;

field and sports clothes will be suitable for all functions. Jack-

son's Mill is the site of a nationally known youth center, the West
Virginia 4~ Camp. Accomodations are comfortable, most being of a

dormitory type. Other units are suitable for family groups.

The host organization, the Brooks Bird Club, is anxious to
have a good representation from this area. There will be a number

of attractions, including a square dance and an exhibit of mountain

handicraft articles. The program will include a symposium on South-
ern Appalachian avifauna, and there will be two interesting field
trips on Sunday, April 30.

Meals and lodging from dinner Thursday evening through break-

fast Sunday will ffmount to $11.43, with lesser prices for shorter

periods. For information And reservations contact, as soon as pos-

siblc, Maurice Brooks, West Virginia University, Morgantown, W. Va.
F. R. Scott, Hnmpden-Sydney, Va.

MEMBERS OF THE VIIDINIA SOCIETY OF ORNITHOLOGY

Mr. Jackson Miles Abbott

Mr. Berkley M. Adrons
1003 Potomac Av., Apt. 2
% State-Planters Bank &

Trust Co.

New A4exendria,Vv.

Richmond, Va.

Mr. John Wendell Bailey
Miss Ada Ball

Mrs. Flay C. Barefield

27 Millway Rd.
4508 Forest Hill Av.

2648 Fizer Av.

Richmond, Va.

Richmond, Va.
Memphis, Tenn.

-- - - ------ --- - -- - - - --
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Capt. R. H. Blair
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Mrs. R. W. Bobbitt
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Mr. W. M. Davidson

Pror. A. L. Dean (S)
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P.O.Box 245

602 Ross Rd.

Route #1
Box 613
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P.O. Box 133

R.i .D. #2, Box 485
Forest Hills
Box 1176
1102 W. Graca St.

Wing Hf'ven
248 RidgewoodAv. Chnrlotte 7, N.O.
28 Cardinel Rd. Roanoke, Va.
Va. Fed. of Garden Clubs, South Hill, Vo.
312 St. Davids Lene
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Route #3
423 Worwood Av.

1206 Werwood Av.
1834 Belleville Rd.,
409 Lakeview Rd.
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Birdland Farm
3939 Stokes Drive

Concord College
East Hundred
U.S.S. Grampus(SS523}
Box 245
5410 New Kent Rd.
RFD #1, Box 183

(S) "
First Nat. Bank Bldg.
3731 S. Second St.
2 N. Lewis St.

"
West Virginia Univ.
1900 Memorial Av.
Oarnegie Institute of
Washington, Dept. or
Embryology

Univ. or Virginia
1504 Bodell st.
V. P. I.
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Box 230, Route #5
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2330 Monument Av.
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Richmond, Va.
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"

Blackstone, Va.
Arlington, Va.
Lexington, Va.

n

Morg ant own , W.Va.
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Beltimore 5, Md.
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Lexington, Va.
~yton, Va.
Lexington, Vo.
Sweet Brif'r, Ve.
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DPnville, Va.
Donville, VA.
Richmond, VA.

Richmond 12, Va.
Selem, Va.
Wheeling, W. Va." "

S.W., Roanoke, Va.
Petersburg, Va.

Silver Springs,Ma.
Meredithville, Va.

Naruna, Vo.
Charlottesville ,Va.
Orlondo, Fla.
Blncksburg, Va.
Elkin, W. Va.
Lynchburg, Va.
Virginia Bench,Va.
Horrisonburg, Vo.
Lynchburg, Va.
Norfolk, Va.
Richmond 20, Va.

-- - -
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Z~ol. Dept., Univ. of

Creekside, Rt. 1
115 K:n1fJ.worth Av.

104 T,-y.tor Hun Pkwy.

3708 Fi.r3t Rd., S~uth

403 M~u~toin Av., S.W.

214 E. High St.

4924 Rock Spring Rd.
3 Cherokoe Rd.
Timber !.HL<:e,R.F.D.#5

3728 Br~Okside

f

Rd.
2915 Floyd Av.

250?,..Me~:ri.al ,.;v.
210 .c1~I'r:'-S:):1~ .

180 Mure:;.c,nd st.

Wf) Cpbel llv.-,
Box 445

604 Dinwiddie St.

Sweet Bripr College
324 Brown AVe

6571 Roosevelt Av.
"
"

. -
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KY., Lexington,KY.
Drmville, Vp.
Dt'nvi1l~, V"'.
Alexpr..:ll'ia, Va.
Arlington, VA.
Roan(')'~e, Ve.
Chnrlottesville,Va.

Arlington, Va.
Ric;1r.10:1d, Vf'..
Lynchburg, Va.

Richmrmd, Va.
Richmond: VfI.
Lj"n.1~:b1l1.~, Va.
Ly'n~Lbu!'g, 'J'a.
WOI-;~cs';;e.c 2IMBSS.
U:n1v;:n ity.. Vt't.
W:L'.~;';.'r.,::hl1:('gz7a.
DreW:':J'T~lle: Va.
Lync:iDll:('g, Va.

Sweet B::.-iE'r, Va.

Hopeuell, Va.
Charleston 4,W.Va.

tt

"
2620 Avenh8ID Av.

Gaskin Rd., R.F.D.#13
7 Dorman Rd.

Box 125
SUIiJmer- Radford, Va.

9/15 to June 1 - U. of Va., Charlottesville

Box 682 StRunton, V~.
Dinwidd:!.e,Vo.
Richr:lond, Vo.
Clift~n Forge,Ve.

Winchester, VfI.
Ricll1!lond, Vt.1.

College, HArrisonburg,Va.
Norfolk, Vp..
Etna, N. Y.
Wellesley, Mass.
Lexingt')n, Ve.

Richmonr1, Vo.

3401 Brook Rd.

512 Clay St.

Evendf'le, Box 74
3810 Seminary Av.
E8stern Mennonite

1001 Grnydon Av.
Box 54
848 Washington St.
Monroe Pork

4500 Forest Hill Av.

Box 302
308-:First Av.
2114 Avenel Av.

6310 RidgewAY Rd.

Box 92

---

Roanoke, Va.
Richmond 21, Va.
WheelinG, :i.Va.
Deyton, Va.

Wexford, Pe.

ChAthAm, VR.
Farmvi11e,VA.
Roanoke, Va.
Richr.1ond, Va.
Bridgewater, V(~.
Bon Air, Va.

- - - -- - -- - -- - -
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Buena Vista, Va.

Cobb Chemical Lab.
University of Virginia,Ch~rlo+.tesville
Mt. Lookout, Nicholas Co., West Virginia
2618 Crystal Spring Av., ROtonoke, Va.

" »

415 Fairfax Av. Norfolk, Vp.
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Medical College of Va.
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New York 21, N.Y.
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Richmond, Va.
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"
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"

-- - --- -- - - - - - - - ------

"
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1216 Little Bay Av.
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Steele:s Tuvern
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3206 Gl"1ffin Av.

II
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2933 BerKshire Rd.
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15 Lewis st.
5465 Sharon ParkAv.

3308 H&nover Av.
"
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Seventeenth Annual Meeting
Harri,sonburg May 5 and 6, 1950

By Florence S. Hague

The luncheon meeting of the Executive Commdttee on May 5 was
attended by Messrs. Eiks, Carpenter, English, Handley, Hostetter,
Ifdller and Murray; :Mrs. Darden; Misses Hague, Hawkins and Prior; and
Mr. and Mrs. Wiltshire. The Treasurer's report showed that 180 mem-
bers had paid dues for 1950 and about 30 wero delinquent; that tho
cost of publishing and mailing The Raven in 1949 was just about e-
qual to the dues received. Had~ not been for a small surplus from
earlier years and for gifts, the expenses would have excoeded the
funds. After discussion it was decided to recommend to the Society
tho raising of dues for 1951 from 50~ to $1.00 for Junior members;
from $1.00 to $1.50 for members, and to publicize the $2.50 sustain-
ing membership, along with the suggestion that those who cOlud should
make their sustaining membership more than $2.50. It was furthor
voted that Mr. ~liller should makea giftof $10.00to the ladywho
has helped him with typingletters. To assist in gettingthe dues
paid more promptly,it was voted that The Raven for March-April should
not be sent to thoso whose dues were unpaid. Tho prices for back is-
sues of The Raven were fixed at: $1.50 per volume, or 25~ per issue
for 1940~ date, except for special issues TIhichare to be 50~; $3.00
per volumo, or 50~ per issue for years prior to 1940. Discussion a-
bout a Virginia Check List sho..ed that plans and work for it aro pro-
g~essing. It was voted to affiliatewith the Brooks Bird Club of West
Virginia, tho affiliation being without cost, and meaning that thore
would be reciprocal notices of Annual Meetings and of Field Trips.

The president, 1~. Eike, opened the afternoon session by intro-

ducing ~nr. Boll, Supt. of Schools, and Mr. Swift, Principal of the
Main Stroet School, in which the afternoon and evening programs wore

held. In the paper on "Water Birds of Rockingham Count~', Dr. Harry
G. M. Jopson reported 54 species of ~ater birds found in that area,
uhich is over 100 miles from any sizable body of water. Marshy areas,

streams and artificial Ickes attract these birds, some of which are
on their uay to or from the Atlantic F1T.T<lY. Some unexpected species
were Double-crested Cormorant, Golden-eye, Lesser Snow Goose (?),
Golden Plover and Black Tern, the last one having been seen often
since 1940.

In presenting "A Game ~~ager's Viuw of Bird Populatio~s!l, Dr.

Henry tbsby mentioned the general methods of ascertaining populations:

for I.aterfowl, counting the numbors in aerial photographs; for land-

birds, counting all of a specios in given strips cad cOQ~ting them ct
difforent timos of the year. Thoy had studied quail particul~ly in

ordor to find normal popul~tions Q~d fluctuations. The qunil popula-

tion is greatest in tho full and louest in tho spring. As tho ntunbor
of days on which thero is an inch or morc of sno~ on the ground in-

creases, the numbor of quail surliving decreases. Tho rate of de-
crease v~ries ~ith food and cover supply and ~ith climate. Observa-

tions on the results of the removal of one-third of tho quail pcpula-

---- - - - ---
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tion and of the results of loss by hunting indicnte thnt "inter loss
or removo.l of one-fourth to one-third of the birds may not have an

adverso Gffect on the population the following fnll, but th~t a loss

of 40% or more can definitely reduce the subsequent population.

Miss Gertrude Prior reported a flock, sometimes as many as 30

to 40, of White-crowned Sparrows seen frequently at S~eet Briar from
the time of the Christmas census (1949) through April, and a f~w in-

dividuals up to May 5. They w~re frequently singing. Tho proportion

of birds in mature plumage wns greater in April than in December.

In "Biotic Zonation in the Southern Appclachion~', Dr. .J. .J.
Murray explained that for the past two decades the idea of definite

life zones bounded by isothermal lines as set forth by Marri~~ in

tho past century has been questionod. While c few birds may be con-
fined to the upper Austral, the Transition or Canadian zones, most
birds listed for one of these zones are also found in en adjacont

zone. This is possibly less true of birds of the Cr~cdinn zone be-
ceuse these ere also chiefly of the spruce habitr-t or biome. How-

ever, as the spruce forests h~ve boen destroyed by lur~oring, the
more adcptable species have moved to the Transition zone. Other

factors t~nn tenpernture, such ns noisture ?~d hence plant growth,

may influence the life of'a region.

Y~s. Colgate W. Drrden, .Jr. played some of the Cornell bird
.song records and si~lte~eously hnd a slide of the pcxticulcr song-

ster shown. The records are marked so th~t she c<~ locRte the songs
of different birds. By writing to N~s. Dnrden on8 may borrow these

records end sli~es for bird study groups. Fruit punch and cookies

served by the Audubon .Junior Club provided a pleasant and cooling

brerk in the aftornoon progrm1 at this time.

Dr. B. B. Reynolds has tpken pcrasites from trcpped birds, nest-

lings and from empty nests. The Arthropod fOrIT$ are extornnl pnra-
sites and ere chiefly biting lice n.ndmites. There are also sone

fleas, ticks nnd blow-fly lD~vae. Birds may be G means of disseni-

noting sarno of these parasites, particulRrly ticks.

In "Further Ornithologic~ Travels in Eastern Panara~', Dr. Wet-

more showed slides and told of a very recent collecting trip to a

previously unoxplored region. So~e of tho f~iliar ~gr2nts which
he s~w there fire: Turkey'Vulture, Chioney Swift, Kingbird, Olive-

bocked Thrush, Swainson's Wnrbler, Bcy-breRsted Wrrbler, and Balti-
MOro r~d Orchard Orioles. Tho showing of the film, "Oper~tions

Wildlife", ~hich de~la with Virginic ~~imals, closed the afternoon
progr~m.

At the opening of the evening session, the Tro2suror's report
was presented and e~so tho rocOi~endQtion to rnise the dues. It
weB voted to raise the dues in 1951 as noted in the nnnutes of the

Executive Co~ttoe Doeting.

-- -- - - -- ------- - - -- - - - - - -
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Mr. Herbert G. Doign~n, Assistant Curetor of Bi~ls in tho U. S.

National ?JUseun, spoko on his experi~nces in "Bird Hunting in Thni-

land", tolling something ~bout tho heterogeneous Groups ~f peoplos
in that country, tho extent of civilization, tho climate And the

difficulties of jungle tr~el. All life, including birds, is very
abundant both ~s to species p~d numbers. Many of their birds ~re
si~~lar to ours, but they hnve some, such ns parrots, which we do
not h~7o, rnd lcck SOPE of ours, such as sparro~s.

After the lunclwon following tho S~turdry field trip, Mr. Eike

cfllled on Mr. English for the report of the NoDdncting C~~~ttoe.
It was as follows:

President - Mr. .Taces Eikc

Vice-president - N~s. Colgate Derden, .Tr.
Secretory _ Dr. Florence HaGue
Treasuror - Mr. W. Ed~in Miller

For members of the Executive Cor.L~tteo to SGrvc

until 1953 - Dr. w~. B. McIlwcine,Jr., Petersburg
W~. R. J. Watson, BlacksburG

There wero no nominetions from the floor end tho slote w~s approved.

The invitation to have the next Annuel !ieeting in Danville was

accepted. Suggestions for Field trips to Back Bay in ~Ub~st and in
December ~ero discussed and Chprlas E. Stevens, .Tr. WGS epp~inted to
cooperote with ~~. .Tack Perkins at Beck Bay Refuge in planning those
trips.

S~oet Briar, Virginia

---0100 - -

V. S. O. FIELD TRIP
Hb.RRISOl\13URG- 1950
By Max Carpenter

The Field Trip on Saturday, May 6, Got off to a good stert at
7:00 a.E. fro~ Hc.rrisonbul'g, Virginia. The so-celled "lunatic

group" had boen out since 4:30 along tte Dry River bottoru..and, and
had recorded a nice list of 47 specios before breckfast.

The first stop for the group of 13 cnrs was at Silver Lnke in

Dayton. This is a small lake, 10 ceres in size, that is crc2ted by

a rull dQ~ r.t tho southern edge. Tho lako is fod by n lpr~e lime-
stone spring at the northern edge. The lr.ko ~as rather dispppoint-
inb, since only one femBle Ruddy Duck was present. A feIT Tree Sw~l-

lows ~ere flying over tho lnkc ~nd the only Yellowlegs seen nIl d~y,
A Greater, flew over and c9lled severQl ti~es. A Kingfisher and

Wilson's Snipe were seen by tho group ns they headed for Mossy

Creek. Two cars of Forest Service men joined the brouP at BridGe-
~nter, making a totGl of 15 cars pnd approxinatoly 65 people for
the re~~indor or the trip.

--------- -------------
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The MOssy Creek area next visited is a low, swampy piece of

ground, the upper end of which is a typical cattail marsh habitat.

Like Silver Lake, Mossy Creek is fed by a large limestone spring

that comes out of the ground at Mt. Solon. The birds of interest

seen here were the Virginia and Sora rails, a Green-winged Teal, a

pair of Baldpates, a Screech Owl in a 10\'1tree along the road, and

a Nighthawk perched on a limb out over the road. Several had to

look for some minutes before tho Nighthawk could be seen, so well
did its coloration blend with that of the tree.

The next and last stop after Mossy Craek was in the mounta.ins

in Hone QQarry Hollow. Here the majority of warblers wore soen, and

Dr. Murray, along with some others, found a pair of Ravens that uere

feeding young. These Ravons are suspectod of nesting along the rocky
bluff on Rocky Run Mountain that borders Hone QQarl'Y Bolioll, since

they havo been observed there at various times by tho writer.

A verJ nice luncheon una servod by tho Ladies Aid of the Briary

Branch Church of the Brethren, after which c check was made on the

total number of species soen. The group saparatod except for a fe~
cars that "ent up to the fire tower on Reddish Knob.

A total of liO species were seen, as follotls:

Pied-billed grobe
Greet blue heron

Graen heron

Black-crouned night heron
Mcllard

Baldpate

Green-winged teal
Wood duck

Ruddy duck

Turkey vul ture
Red-tailed hc.wk

Spc.rro\7hawk

Bob-white queil

Virginia rail
Sora rail
Coot

Killdeer

Wilson's Snipe

Spotted s~ndpiper

Greater yello~legs

IfJOunningdeve
Screech 0\;1

Nighthawk
Chimney swift

Hummingbird

Belted kingfisher
Flicker

'Pilentod woodpecker

Hairy woodpecker

Douny woodpecker
Eastern kingbird
Crested flyc~tcher
Phoebe

Acadian flycatcher
Woed perleo
Tree s":7l:'.J.low

Rough-uinged swallop
Barn suollow

Cliff suallow

Blue jay
Raven
Fish crow

Americrol crow
Carolina chickadee

Tufted titmouse

White-bre~stod nuthatch

Houso wren

Bewi ck 's wren

Carolina \iron

Mockingbird
Catbird

Brown thrasher
Robin

Wood thrush

Olive-backed thrush

Veery
Bluebird

Blue-gray gnatcatcher

- - - - - -- - -- - --------
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Ruby-crowned kinglet
Cedar waJrning
Migrant shrike
Starling
~~ite-eyed vireo
Yellow-throated vireo
Red-eyed vireo
Warbling vir eo
Black and White warbler
Worm-eRting warbler
Pc.rula werbler
Yelloi7 i'i'arbler
Magnolia I.arbler
Capo Mty worbler
Black-throated Blue uo.rblor
Myrtle warbler
Black-throcted green warbler
Blackburnilln warbler
Chestnut-sided warbler
B~y-breasted w~rbler
Pine warbler
Prairie warbler

*Palm \7arbler
Oven-bird
Northern water-thrush
Louisiane \7oter-th~lsh

Moxyland yellow-throat
Yellow-breasted chat
Hooded warbler
Redstart
English sparrou
Meadowlark
Red-m.ng
Orchard oriole
Bel timere oriole
Purple gra.ckle
Co17bird.
Scarlet tanager
Ca.rdinc.l
Rose-breosted grosbeak
Indigo bunting
Purple finch
Goldfinch
Towhee
Grasshopper sporrou
Vesper sparrot;;'
Junco
Chipping sp~rrou
Field spnrrow
White-throated sparrow
Si1runp sparrow
Song sparroW'

* Seen in tho evening by the writer
Dayton, Va.- - - 000 - - -

FURTHER NOTZS ON FLUNJ;L ZONES IN VIRGINIA
By Richard L. Hoffmo.n

The subject of life zones in Virginia appears to be one of per-
ennial interest to readers of The Raven, ~d for this reason I foel
justified in presenting some ideas and theories that have occurred
to me in rocent yoprs. There seems to bo a necessity for the even-
tual reconciliation of the viewpoints of ornithologists and worxers
in other fields, if a s~tisfactory understanding of our biotic dis-
tricts is to be gained. At the present, a situation re~iniscent of
the six blind mon and the elephant soems to obtr~n in the investiga-
tion of faunal zones in Virginia.

Dr. J. J. 1furray has proviously (Ravon, 1945, 16:20) indicGted
his conclusion, based on extensive ornithologicnl reconnaisance, that
there is little or no "pure Canadian" territory in Virginia, the Mt.
Rogers o.rea being the closest approach thereto. l~ter soverel ye~rs
of field uork in uestern Virginia, I ho.ve becomo convinced, on the
other hand, that cortain areas in the state provide as good c Canad-
ian fauna as can be found in, a.g., tho Adirondacks. Thore is n

---- ---- - - --
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strikingcorrelation between the incidence of red spruce (Picea~-
~ Sarg.) and certain animals, even though the latter only rarely
live in the spruce stands. Picee. and the so.lamandor DGsmognathus och-

fIfhaeus occur together in western Virginia at the following localities:(l western Highland Oounty, (2) Mountain Lake, Giles Oounty, (3) Burk-
es Garden, Tazewell Oounty, (4) on Olinch Mountain between Russell and
Washington Oounties, and (5) in the ilhite Top -Mount Rogers region.
To the best of my knowledge, oChrophaeus has not been found in Virgin-
ia lower thr~ 3000 foet. Another salamander, Plethodon motcolfi,
comos into Virginia in the Iron Mountains and at Burkes Gt;'.rden. Hore
too, is an amphibian occurring with spruce, and one which does not
descend much lower than 3000 feet. Another species of Plethodon, P.
uelleri, is known from only four localities, two in North Oarolina;
and Vlhito Top and Mount Rogers in Virginia. It seems not to occur
anywhere lo~er than 4000 feet, and on Mount Rogers has not bee~ taken
below the 5000 foot level.

Oertain mammals, including the deermouse Peromyscus maniculatus

nubiterrae and the long-eared bat Oorynorhinus rafinesquei, follou

the above general pattern, but mammals liko birds, have much higher
degrees of both ecological tolerance end mobility, which render them

less valuable, gonerally spe~ing, as zon~l indices thfui are species
which are tied do~ to their particular kind of habitat. Tho list

of invertebrates ~hich induces me to recognize Oanadian elements in

Virginia could be maGe long ~~d te~ious, but a few ropresentatives
will suffice. A rare milliped, Serndonellu~ ~lacidus, occurs in ~tlnn-
eaota, Michigan, northern Indiana, and at tuo localities on the Blue
Ridge in Virginia. The millipod genus Saiulus is clearly boreal,
having species in the Pacific Northuost, in Michigan, northern Ohio,
Neu York, and Ontario. Still other forms occur in the Great Smokies,
on Mount Rogers, pnd at MountainLake. Arc these not Oanadian?

Not enough is yet known of spider distribution to permit much

inference, but c specimen token on Alleghany 1buntain in Higllio.nd

Oounty see~ to bo identical ~th a species previously kno~ from
Ont~~io. The harvestman Odiellus nubivagus, describod from r~unt
Mitchell, N. 0., occurs at Mountain Lake. Big Knob, over 4000 feet,
in Alleghany Oounty, provides in addition to vcrious endemic species,
a colle~bolan of the b~nus Spi~istoma, known elsewhere in America
only from the Blue Ridge in north Georgia.

The reference to insects brings up another matter to be consid-

ered. Robert J. Watson (Raven, 1948, 19:52) has commonted upon the

life-zonemap in B3ileyfs~M~mIDls £!Virginia and revealedat ,
least one inaccuracy. Actually, however, the map mentiened uas not

dovised by Dr. Bailey on the basis of mammal distribution, but is
based on one prepared by Dr. Austin H. Olark for inclusion in his

Butterflies of Virginia, and to my understandinG based lnrgely on
butterfly records. The fact that A~. Watson found no Oanadian birds

or trees in Montgomery Oounty is thus not surprising, since it seems
th~t insects c~d birds ~re not restricted to the SruDe oxtent by con-
ditions of cli~te and altitude.

- - - - - - - -- - - - - --- - - - -
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The important point which I wished to make, alluded to earlier,

is now revealed; it is this divergence of opinion of what constitutes

Canadian Zone territory. Ornithologists do not concur with other
specialists, and the result will have to be eventual agreement on a

common ground, or the adoption of so~e curious measure such as the

recognition of "Ornithological Canadian" and "Entomological Canad-

ian", for instance~

Obviously a good deal of thought and controversy will have to
precede any mutually satisfactory solution. A number of perplexing

points suggest themselves, among ~hich may be listed the following:

1. From the standpoint of horizontal distribution alone, what

are to be considered Canadian index species? What about an animal
which has a wide distribution in northern states and Canada, and which

occurs down through the Appalachians? MUst it bo, at its southorn
limits, restricted to high elovations?

2. As a ooroll~-y to tho preceding, which is to be given great-
er weight - climate or elevation? One of tho original concepts of

Merriam's Life Zones was the ideo that "Canadian" species bocame in-

creasingly altitudinally restricted south~ard chiefly because the

elevation porndtted duplication of the cold northern climate de-

manded by various strictly Holarctic groups. What about isolated

areas at Iou elevations, ~hich are always cold, TIet, and shaded, and
in consequence have a flora and f~w1a just like one would find in up-

state New York'? One such area is McGrai'i'sGap, near Clifton Forge,
where I find the curious harvestman Sobacon crassipalpc, a circum-

boreal species known from Siberia, the Pacific Northwest, New Eng-
land, and Mount Mitchell and Grc 1dfather Mountain, N. C. A bird rrl.th
such a distribution TIould probably be regarded as a Canadian form,

but McGrc.w's Gap is only 1500 feet above sea level. Sabacon is not

the only alumal that follows this pattern.

3. What criteria are established by ornithologists for recogniz-
ing a bird as characteristic of a certain zone? Docs the zone make

the avifeuna, or vice versa? We must rocal1 that 1ifo zones have

never been defined with any degree of accuracy from the standpoint of
climatic conditions - only by plant and animal associations. This

may ba putting the cart before the horse. At the present, a zone is
charact:;:;rizedue1l enough in certain typical regions (such as Lz.bra-

dor, Yucatan, Arizena, at e~ia) but at peripheral localities, both
horizontGl ~nd verticEl, and overlaps create difficulties.

4. At the other extrema from the Canadian, one can find equal
difficulty in defining the 1imdts of the Austroripari~l Life Zona on

the basis of flora and fauna. The DisIT£~Swamp itself has a number
of mamm~ls Whose affinities are certain northern, Sorox longirostris

fisheri, for exemp1e. The crayfish ProcsDbarus blandingii and Cu~-
barus diogenes gonor~~ly stick closely to the Coastal P1~in (~hich

correlates TIC11 ~ith the Austroripnrian) but they o1so fo1lou the

Jcmas River to0St to the very shado~ of tho Blue Ridge. Theso surunp-

--- - ------- - -
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loving crayfish would doubtless thrive in the Augusta County sphagnum

bogs near Stuart's Draft if introduced. These bogs, incidentally,
are certainly coastal in many respects. A botanist might regard them

just as good Lower Austral as the North Landing River swemps in Prin-
cess Anne County. One is impressed with the occurrence of some ani-

mals and plants in "isolate~' pockets outside their normal range.

The idea suggests itself that the life zone may be defined in

terms of topography, which provides for a certain kind of habitat,

and climate, which further affects the floral composition of the hab-
itat type. By this method, the presence of various animal and plant

species would be more in the nature of secondary verification than

as primary criteria for recognition of various zones.

My own thinking in this respect is not by any means clear at the

present, and therefore I am the more anxious to stimulate the thought
and comment of others, particulary, as in this case, others familiar

with different groups. Clearly there is room for much future work.

Clifton Forge, Virginia

- - - 000 - - -

NOTES .AND NEWS

Golden Ee.Rle, Saw-whet .Q!!., albino Red-tail. In a letterto the
Editor, I~. Herbert G. Deignan,of the United States NationalMUseum,
reports some interesting birds seen on a trip in northern Virginia on
1!arch 4, 1950. In Fauquier County, about five miles east of W£.rren-
ton on the road from Centorville and Fairfax, three Golden Eagles
were in sight at once, soaring in wide circles and moving northw3rd.
There are not many records for the north~ord spring flight of these
birds. On the Skyline Drive, six ond one-halfmilos south of Pano-
rama he had a close view for a long time of a Sa~-whet O~l. On the
road down the mountain from Panorama toward Sperryville, and less
than a mile from Panorama, an albino Buteo, \rlthout much question a
Red-tail, was perchednear the road. It had dark eyes and ono dusky
feather in the breast, but otherwise was perfectly white.

EvenillR Grosbeaks. This northern species again appeGred in Lex-

ington this sprip~, being seen throughout March tlndmost of April.

Col. R. P. Carroll first saw two in his yard on M~rch 2. Later in

the month the flock increased, until on March 27 Bobby Paxton and

J. J. Murray saw 24 on the V. M. I. post, only three of them being

mature males. On April 15 Murray saw 30 at tho other end of town,
only three being mature males. On April 22 four adult mcles and

four females were seen. A small flock was present in Blacksburg
durir~ the same period.

~ y. §...Q..~. The Treasurerreports that some thirty-odd
members are still in arrears. If these members will send their 1950

dues to the Treasurer (Nz. W. Edwin Miller, State-Planters Bank,

------- - - --
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Box 6-E, Richmond, Virginia), it will be of great help in cerrying
on the work of tho Society.

Contributions. The Society has received this year special gifts
from the following members, ranging from $2.00 to $25.00:

1~. Harold H. Bailey,Goshen, Va.
Mrs. Herbert D. Thompson, Norfolk, Va.
Mr. O. C. Hemp, Staunton, Va.
~~s. Colgate W. Darden, Jr., Charlottesville, Va.
Mr. Frederic R. Scott, Richmond, Va.
Mr. W. Ed"in Miller, Richmond, Va.

Tha generosity of these members has helped us to meet the increas-
ing expenses of our work. There DIDYbe other members who ~ould like
to send such contributions to the Treasurer.

~ Song Records~ Slides Available to V. S. O. Members.
Mrs. ColgateW. Darden,Jr., \nll be glad to lot any of the V. S. O.
members use the bird song records and slides which she presentedat
the Harrisonburg meeting. There will be no cost except pa~ent of

return postage. She may be addressed at University Station, Char-

lottesville, Va. It will be well to write about ten days before
the records are needed.

000 - .. -

FALL ~RA.sON -1949 - VIRGD~I.A
by F. R. Scott

The fall season was rather mild, especially in October and Nov-
ember, although it did net nearly ~£osure up to the heat experienced

in the late fall of 1948. Precipitation was only slightly belo~ nor-
mal. The mild weather and the r.bsence of ony hard freezes in Novem-
ber ~ere undoubtedly one of the causes of the many stragglors that
lingered later th~~ usual.

Pelagic Birds. There were few inland reports of CODmOn Loons,
one in ~bemarle County on October 29 being the earliest recorded
there. Weber reported one at Cape Charles as early as SepteI~or 24.
Horned Grebes were first noted at Hopewell on October 30 and at
Yorktoml on November 6. Grey reported heavy flights of Cormorrmts

at Cape Henry from I!'.id-Soptamber to November 3.

Herons. The maximum count of herons and egrets was 700 at Chin-
cotcague Refuge on August 8 (Theodore R. Hake). In the Richr.1ond
area the peak count of &uerican Egrets was 91 on August 25. Carpen-
ter noted one near Bridgewater, in the Vr~ley, as late as October 19.
Snorr,r Egrets remained late at Back Bey, 3 being seen on November 3
(Grey) and 2 on December1 (Perkins). On August 19 Scott found 48
Louisiana Herons at Chincoteague Refuge and 3 norc with a nUITberof
Little Blue Herons perched on the telephone cable paralleling the

- - - - - - - - ---- - --- -- - - -
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causeway. On the night of April 16 Stevens heard 9 Black-crowned
Night Herons and 2 Green Herons migrating over Charlottesville.
Beasley last recorded the Green Heron on October 23 at the M~xiner's
Museum near Newport News. One Yellow-crowned Night Heron was seen
at Yorktown on October 31 (Scott).

Waterfowl. Canada Geese were reported in good numbers through-
out the eastern half of the state. Both Snow and Blue Geese wore
noted again at CurIes Neck first on November 14 (Scott and Sydnor).
Gadwall seem to be increasing and were reported from both Charlottos-
ville and Richmond as early as October 29. Baldpate were first seen
at Richmond on September 24 and at Lexington on October 21. A Ruddy
Duck was seen at Richmond on August 22 and remained until the arriv-
al of migrants on October 2. One ~as noted at Lexington on October
17 and another November 4-14. A female Baldpate November 7-14 ,las

early at Lexington. With the increasing numbor of large Ickes being
created in the ~cstern part of the state, reports of ~aterfowl ~ill
undoubtedly incroase thore. If observers could erl'8nge to cover
some of these regularly during migration, mo.ny interesting records
could be obtained. In the mountains of West Virginia such lakes
have yielded large numbers of migrating waterfowl, including Old
Squaw, Scotors, flocks of over 100 Horned Grebes, etc.

Birds .£! Prey. The maximum count of Sharp-shinned Hawks at Cape
Charles was 100 on September 24. A Marsh Hawk was first noted at
Charlottesville on August 13. Beasley reported two Duck HaTIks at
Grandview, nearNewport Ne~s, on October 16. The first Snowy Owl
record of the ~inter comes from Johr.. H. McCabe r:ho sa'3 one in Lou-
doun County o~ November 27. Shipley found a Long-oored Owl in Bed-
ford County on December 4. Short-eared O~ls seom to be increasing;
AlvaNye r&corded a maximum of 75 in a blicrotus-infested field near
Loesburg on November 20. A Saw-uhet Owl WD.Sc['ptured cJ.ive near
Wp~efield about Thanksgiving (David .Johnson and Norman Miller).

Marsh Birds. Stevens found 2 King Rails at Hatton, Albemarle
County, on August 24, and J. fl. Taylor recorded ene nt the National
Airport on October 15. Thirty Clapper Rails were seen along tho
Chincotcague Causoway on August 6 (Barnes, at al), l1here the birds
hnd a successful breedi~g soason. A Black Rail was observed for
some time at Seaford, York County, on August 21 by Beasley, LD~less,
Minor, Scott and Stevens. The sawe group also found n freshly killed
juvenile Virginia Rail at the same time. 1~ Florida Gallinule was
seon in .Tune at Timber Lakene~r Lynchburg (Freer) and uas probably
breeding. Two immatures and one adult were observed by Frank C.
Cross at the NntionDl Airport on August 28. Scott found one juvenile
Coot in Riclunond on August 22.

Shorebirds. The shorebird migration, especially inlQid, uas ono
of the highlights of tho fall season. Late PipinG Plovers were band-
ed at Chincotoague RefuGe on .July 23 by Buckalew, Robbir..s and Broun.
Donnelly recorded one at the National Airport on September 3, the
third record for tho Washington Region. An immature Piping Plovor
was soenat Seafordon November 25 by Grey, Scott and Stevens. Lex-

- - -- --- ---- - -- - ---
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ington had Semipalmated Plovers from August 23 to September 30; Hope-
well had one on October 30; and one was seen at Seaford at the amaz-
ing date of November 25 (Grey, Scott and Stevens). Carpenter collect-
ed a female Golden Plover at Bridgewater on October 5, and another
was seen at the National Airport on September 15 (Shelton and Donn-
elly). Black-bellied Plovers were noted at Four Mile Run, Fairfax
County, and National Airport from September 15 to October 2 with a
pcak:of.~7 .on the latter date. Paxton reported 4 at Lexington on
August 28.

An early Wilson's Snipe was seen at Fort Belvoir on AUgust 30-
31. The Spotted Sandpiper remained at Lexington until September 24
and in Albemarle County until October 18. Both Yellow-legs passed
through the eastern part of the state in good numbers with the Lesser
appearing to predominate. The Lesser remained at Hopewell until Oct-
ober 30, and 8 Grenters were seen at Seaford on November 25. There
~ere several reports of White-rumped Sandpipers: 1, Chintoteaguc Ref-
uge on August 8 (Hake); 1, Chintoteague Refuge on August 19 (Scott);
30, Back Bay on November 3 (Grey); 40, Seaford on November 6 (Beas-
ley). The t710 November records are especially interesting. "Peep"
were rather general iluand, and both Least and Semipelmatod Sandpip-
ers were reported in good numbers from Lexington, Cherlottesville
and Ric~~nd, the former ramaining at Hope~ell until October 23.
There wero three rocords of Westorn Sendpipors from Curles Nock, tho
latest being November 23. TITo were seen at $eaford on November 25.
A Stilt Sandpiper was recorded at Lexington Soptembor 22-30 (MUrray),
2 were collected at Hopewell on October 2 (Scott), ~~d several were
sesn at Four Mile Run October 1-9 (McKnight ar~ Willison). There
were several records of this bird from Chinooteague, the maxi~xm

being 19 on July 23. Early fall datos for the Godwits were obtained
at Chincotoegueby Bake Q~d Buckelew when1 Hudsonian oo1d4 Marbled
"erc found 011 August 9 and 2 Hudsonian and 5 Marbled on l;.ugust 10.
The maximum count of Sanderlings at Chincotoague una 5000 on August
8. A lone Sanderling was noted at Seaford on August 21.

Gulls and Terns. Two early Great Black-backed Gulls '.7ero record-
ed at Chincoteague on August 6. Four more "Ol'e seen at Back Bo.y on
the VSO field trip on AU~lst 20. Two Gull-billed Terns ITere reported

at Chincotoague on Septamber25 and 5 at Back Bay on August 20. For-
ster's Terns seemed quite common inland from Richmond east, the larg-
est count being 95 at NOTIportNews on December2 (Scott), where they
~robably 7dnter rather re(:,"Ularly. CommonTerns, which have been re-
~~dod in the Ca~e Henry region only until September 22, rel~incd at
flopewell until October 23. Five Caspian Tarns at Chincoteague on
Au€;"Ust 6 (Barnes and Buckalew) were ea.rly. Inland records for the
Black Tern wore more numerous than usual, especially at Lexington

and Charlottesville. One at Hopewell on October 9 wes late. At

Chincotoegue, where the Black Tern is usuQlly abundant in fall, 95
were seen on July 23 and 70 on August 6.

Cuckoos and Goatsuckers. Late Yellow-billed Cuckoos ~ere report-

ed froLlCharlottesville on October 13 oold Richmond on October 14.
Shipley saw a late Nighthawk at Lynchburg on October 16.

--
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Passerine Birds. Wrorray reports a heavy migration of Phoebes
and Wood Pewees in the Blue Bidge near Lexington on September 24.
He also observed a Northern Horned Lark with a flock of Prairies on

October 22. A pair of Barn Swallows was observed feeding young on

the wing at Chincoteague on August 19, a rather late date. Two Pur-

ple ~!artins were noted at Lexington on August 23, where they are now

quite scarce. One Raven was seen at Shirley, Charles City County,

on September 25. It was being attacked by a number of crows. Wet-

more reports a flock of 35 Ravens grouped at a garbage dump at Big

Meadows, Shenandoah National Park, on November 27. This is the sec-

ond largest flock reported for Virginia, the largest being a Group
of nearly 80 seen by Wetmore just below Thornton Gap, Shenandoah Park

in November, 1947. House Wrens seem to bo displacing Be~ickts Wrons
in Albemarle County. Stevens found only 0. few during the S1.L'1nnorand
none at all in tho fall. The colony of Short-billed Marsh Wrons at

Hatton, Albemarle County, had duind1ed to 2 birds on October 22.

One Mockingbird just out of the nest was soen at Richmond OIl

August 29. Six Gray-checked Thrushes ~ore noted ~t Cape Chax1es on
September 24. Two very late Blue-headed Vireos were seen at Pine

Ridge, Fairfax County, on November 7. Carpenter reported Pipits at
Bridgo\iater as early as October 15.

Abbott recorded an extremely early Orlli1~cro,med W~rb1or at

Fort Be1voir on September 17. A B1ue-uinged Warbler was noted at

Lexington on September 7 (Paxton), where the bird is quite rare. A
Nashville Warbler at Hatten on October 18 is the latest date for Al-

bemarle County. A late Ye1lor; V!o.rb1erwns repar ted at Charlottes-

ville on August 30. Cape May Warblers '¥iBrevery common throughout
most of the state from mid-September to late October. At Richmond,

where they were abundant, they wore joined by large flocks of B1ack-

poll Warblers and on October 15 by 5 Tennessee Warblers. Late Chest-

nut-sided Warblers were seen at Petersburg on October 10 Gnd Albe-
marle County on October 18. In Albemarle County the Bay-breasted

Warbler was recorded a.s"almost spectacularly common" with a maximum
of 26 on September 14. The Western Palm ITarb10r vms "much more com-

mon than usual" at Lexington, 8...lld 12 \lere reported from Cape Charles
on September 24 where this species has been found abundQlltat times
in fall. Late Yellow-breasted Chats were noted Septembor 24 (Cape

Charles) and October 1 (Fort Be1voir, Abbott). McI1waine reports a

Wilson's Warbler at Petersburg on October 8. This bird is unusual

anytime this far east in Souths ide Virginia.

The maximum count of Boat-tailed Grackles ~as 150 nt Chincote~~e

on September 27. A very late Blue Grosbeak"GS soon at Hatton on
October 22 (Stevens), and Indigo Buntingswere noted up to October
18 in Albemarle County. One of the most interestingrecords rro.s an
IpswichSp~rrow which was seen at Seaford,York County, on November
25 (Grey QUd Stevens)and collectedon December2 (Scott). Wetmore
records (lLaplandLongspur at Big Meadows on October 22. A Snow
Bunting was seen at Big MeadowsNovember 27, rotd Old Rag View, also
in the Park, D0cember 4. .Anotheri7r',s reported by Perkins at Back .
Bay on Novomber 21.

Ricmnond, Virginia

--- -- - --



P~e 37 lv1aY-.!'¥le, 1950Tlill RAVEN

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURE:tiOF THE
VIRGINIA SOCIEI'Y OF ORNITHOLOGY

FOR THE YEAR 1949

Receipts

Balance on hand January 1, 1949
Received for membership dues
Received for back issues of The Raven

Received for luncheon (Annuar:Meeting)

ReceivGd special contribution

Disbursements

~143.73
235.00
13.15
28.50
10.00~-

~P430 .38

Issues of !h£ Raven
Postage, mailing of The Raven

Postage for mailing ~randums for dues & correspondence

Supplies
Stationery

National Audubon Society, Dues to Oct. 1950

Expenses of Annual Meeting, Luncheon

$131.86
38.04
15.19
1.94
32.55
10.00
68.75

$298.43

Balance in the State-Planters Bank and Trust Company
Richmond, Virginia, December31, 1949 $131.95

w. Edwin Miller, Treasurer
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BIRDS OF TfIE C.APERENR'! AREA
By .Tohn H. Grey, .Tr.

This list of 291 forms of bird life is a preliminary paper in the

sense that it attempts to set forth some of the things TIe do not know
about bird life in this area as well as what v.e do know. It is there-

fore un appeal for help from ell ornithologists ~ho may have TIorked in

this area in the pest to edd any information they have, but more espec-

ially en appe£~ to mo~~ors of the Virginia Society of Ornithology to

join us i~ werking tho are~ more thoroughly and thus fill in the gaps

in ourknowledge. '

The importence of this area to our knowledge of bird life should

lead many to choose it as a study area, for no adequate discussion of

coastal bird life has appeared covering any of the long stretch of

coast from Cape Kay, N. .T., to Charleston, S. C., a distance of nearly
a thousand miles. At the northern limits of tbis stretch we find the

Purple Sandpiper wintering regularly, and at the southern end. is the
home of the Bachman's Warbler.

.This does not mean to imply that noono has studied the bird lifo

of this thousand miles. In fact wo have good knowlGdge of the broed-

ing birds of Cobb's Island, of w&terfowl on Currituck and Back Bay, of

breeding birds on Pea Island National Wildlife Rofuge. EdTIin Green

published s paper on the birds of Cape Hatteras, und Roxie Collie Simp-

son one on the bird life at Beaufort, N. C. Likowise there is much
about tho coast in Birds of North Carolina as well as A Proli~nDr7

List of the Birds of lvI::\J:,:,/landand tho District of Columbi:J.. Yot, there

is hardly Q constLl trip of the Virginia S~ciety of Ornitholo~r or of

the C~olinu Bird Club that does not Ddd significcnt in~orm~tion ss
well as open up a lot of quostions about bird lifo ~hich ~0 are not

yet able to ans~er. For instance, r~s. Simpson and I found Curlew in

.Tune at Beaufort, N. C. end sondered if it wara merely <.1late migr8.!lt
or if possi~ly nen-breoders ~]~ered thero DS Arthur ~Dyne says they do

at Charleston. Or, does Gnyone know the stctus of Br?~t along this

thousand miles, or even that of Red-backed Sandpiper in winter?

Therefore the success of this paper will depend upon the speod with

uhich it becomes out of dcte, the rapidity r.ith ~hich we supplement our

maoger knouledge of bird life clonB the ffiiddloAtlc~tic co~st.

The Area

Tho Cape Henry arca,isthe southeasterntip of Virginia,the reg-
ion to tho ~ast of Dismcl S7.~mp. It includes all of Princoss Anne
County and the pr~t of Norfolk C~unty TIhichlies outside the S~2mp and
the city of PortsDOuth. Notur<.lb~rriors surround it on three sides

Dnd almost sep2rnto it from the rest of VirGini~i tho Atlantic Ococn
on th0 oastj CbOSIJpe2Jcc B1::Yon the north i Hampton Roads, tho Elizabeth
River, "-nO. tho Disrr.~l S:7<.ilr.pon th~ ..cst. Tho North CnrolinG lino
SvTVOS 0.3 D. c('nveniont li:dt 0:1the south0rn side - n politice.l limit
rathor then z. n~tur['l b~~rl'icr, :):;; our nrc~ hGS offinitius r;ith tho
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northeastern part of North Carolina to Elizabeth City ~nd along the
coast to Cape Hatteras.

Tho l~nd is a rough rectangle. ~enty miles of oceQn beach from

tho N. C. line to Capo Henry; thonce sixteen miles of bODCh nlong Chos-

apeake Bay from Cepo Henry to Willoughby Spit; then s~mo twonty air

ndlos from tho Spit to the N. C. line, including tho Norfalk wr:tcrfront

togother with some beaches and the mouth of the Lofpyette and of Eliz-
abeth Rivers.

It soeIDGd best to exclude tho Dis~al S~~IDp in this peper, not only

because of A difference in habitat, ~but also because thore is some dif-
forence in cvifauna: S~Dinsonts and Wayne's W8rblers are found in the

SIT~P but have not yet been recorded in our area; ~~d the br~0ding

bird of the Sv.-8IDPis th~ Athens Yellomhroat, while ours is the :Mary-
lend.

It is difficult to limit the w~ter area covered in tho paper, but

in goner~ it is not more th~n c~n bo seen from the shore. G~lets

have beon identified by telescopo some five nilos out, ~~d gulls and

ducks aro listod that hGye boen seen in the ships chG~~el Qbout seven

miles out in Chesapeake B~y. Like~ise some birds are menti~ned that

were seen froD the farry betwoen Little Creek a~d Cepe Charles, 0

distance of 25 ~10s. The Northern Skua is the ~nly bird listod out-

side this ,,['.torarea, and this was seen about 15 miles offshore. In
fact, tho w;:'tersof the .b..tlanticere unla:o>7nterritory as fer as Vir-

ginia ornith0logists ~c cvncc~Gd.

Tho Cepe Henry area is typical coastal plain TIith sandy soil end

extreme drought in summer. Cultivated lend is mai~y useG f~r truck

fa~~ng, r.ith t~o crops off the srEO lend in c ycar. Festure land is

rathor li8itod, but ther~ are some extonsive gr~ss lends around deir-

los and ~~so p~our.d Cawp Pendleton belor. Virginia Beach. There h3S

beon a notable incre2se in crop land 2nd also in gr~zing territory in
tho last ton yecrs, especially in the southern p8rt of the cre~. In

srnno places old fiel~s heve been aba~donod 2nd ello~ed to groi7 up in
uoods ~~d swr~l pines, but in g~nor~l the land that is not used for

building or f~l~ing is in Doodlands or marsh.

Woods are ~ixod deciduous and evergreen; short-lc0f Gnd loblolly

pine, hhite and rod OQC, with so~e Hillou oak, c~~rosB, tulip poplar,
and s"oet gliD. ]~rrtlo bushes are abundcnt along tho COGst, and thoro

is a fair OL~unt of holly. There ~re fo~ stends of pure pine loft,
which EOY acco~t for our lock of recent r~cords of tho Rod-cockndcd
Woodpecker.

Brackish marshes are plentiful especially about Bnck Bay and the
Elizabeth, North, and Lafayotte RiveDs. Salt marshes are not exten-

sive. There are two reasons for this. First, there are no bre~cs in

the Atlantic Ocean between Cape HonX17 and Orogon Inlet a hundrod miles

to tho south in North CE..rolina. (Ruddy Inlot, just bolo\'/ Virgini(;. Beach
1s open at times, but froqucntly sands up). Also, there nro only two
in the beach on Chesapeake Bay - Lynnhavon and Littlo Cr.:;ok- and in

- - - -- - ---
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these the land lios sev8rnl feet above water lovel so that extensive

arens are not flooded by ths tide. Tho second ro~son is thDt tho City

of Norfolk continuos to fill in greet areas for building purposes and

the Navy has done the snEO for other areas.

Although there is a long beach it is seldom veDY wide, nor is it

suitable as nesting sites for gulls or tarns, with the exception of
two sm0l1 colonies of Least Terns. In f~ct, the boach is more aildmor&

taken over for residcncss and recreation arens, TIith the result that

shorebirds are pushed farther end f8.rther o.WDY. Bofore 1941 it w<=,snot

unusur.l to find Viillet along Ches:Jpeake Bay, while now one looks for

them uainly along tho coast at Back~Bay. In 1941 there were extensive

mud flats along Little Creek, but these arc no" used for trcining cen-

tors for the N~vy or else are in restricted Groas forbiddGn to ornithol-

ogists. Back Bay thus becomes more and more e concentration area for
shorebirds.

Places that ore of perticulur interest for the bird studont aro

spread allover the area. In the northern section are the Azalea Gar-

dens near the airport, and ~hile the th~derbrush hGS been cleGred it is

aluays a good place for birds. Liker.ise the Wildflo~er S~nctu~ry be-

yond the wcter~orks towprd Lyruiliavencovers 15 acres of ~oodlnnds a-

long Lakes Smith and La~son and is preserved as a natur~l park. N~S.

A. C. Roed has a good account of this in the Raven XV: p.39ff, 1944.
Also near Cape Henry is Seashore State Park covering some 2000 acres

and extending from the beach ir~and ~th beautiful stands of timber,

including somo cypress with accompanying P~othonotary Warblers and
Black-crowned Night Herons. In the contral part of the creo is Stumpy

Lake along the Indian River, a fovorite haunt of ducks, herons Dnd
uarblors. Mrs. Roed has also described this (Raven XII: pp. 10-1?,

1941}.

The choice spot for birding is Back Bay National Wildlife Rof~ge

on the ocean front about half way bet~een Virginia Beach and the N. C.

line. It consists of 11,000 acres of marsh and ~cter purchased in 193?

from the Princess Anne and Ragged Island Hunt Clubs. The land along

tho ocean is from a quarter to half a mile uide between the ocean and

Back Boy, tho beach proper being a little over 100 yards frem ocean to

top of sand dunes. T~o islands in the Bay forD an important pert of

the Refuge: Ragged Island ~hich is lo~ marsh, ~nd Long Island which is

high ground ~ith some cultivated l~~d and some fair-sized trees. Long

Island is a good place in warbler r.dgration. The wators aroillldthose

islands are kno~ ns Redhead, Shipps, ~nd Sand Boys. Har~J A. BQilcy

~s the first D;~nGger of the Refuge from 1939 to 1943; Jack E. Porkins

succeeded him in the o~rly Pointer of 1943. Both men hove played host

to the V. S. O. as well as to mony individuals and groups ~ho wished to

study the birds. Without their helpful cooperation over tho yocrs this

paper 1J0uld havo been much li~dtod.

The area is clGssified as Austrorip<.riar. tOGother ~ith the Dismal

Swamp, these boing tho only ports of Virginia bolo~6ing to this lifa

zone, and hence its upper lim! ts on tl:e Atlcntic COrl:Jt. The area is

not pure Austroripo.r1an sinco it lios at tho northorn 11mi ts, but its

---
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real affinities in bird life are with the territory to the south rather

than with the rest of Virginia to the west. The prevalence of cypress

in the swamps makes it a natural habitat for the Prothonotary Warbler -
but the5e also extend to within a few miles of Richmond, as does like-

wise the Chuck-will's-widow. These merely indicate that the edges of

lifo zones are not clearly marked areas, but rather territories that

intergrade into one another.

Observers

Tue area is fortunate in having had the services of a good nUY~er
of fiold workors i'iho have done a lot .of worle, and \iho have left seme
record of their work.

Harold H. BailGY has many references to the area in his Birds of

Virginia, 1913. In a good many instances it is difficult to be certain
of the territory to which he refers, as he mBkes few distinctions be-

tween coastal, piedmont, and peninsula area.

Joseph E. Gould r.orked in
his observations in a paper to
with notes on each. Gould ~as

our authority for much nesting

tho area from 1922 to

J. J. l~rray in which
primarily an oologist
dcta.

1933 and s~~rized
he listed 123 forms
so that he is still

Almon O. English of Roanoke -.rote a paper for ~h1rrayin 1933 giv-
ing his observations for the past 3 yoors ..hile living in Norfolk; he
is the only ono uho has done any work outsido the capos. His list in-

cluded 194 forms, from ..-:hich5 must no~ be deducted as follo~s: Red-

legged Black Duck hhich is no longor considered a sub-species; Ruddy

Turnstone included on the bASis of an Oregon Inlet, N. C. record; Flor-

ida Yello~-throat ..-:hichhe distinguished fr~m the Marffland and for
which ~c lack sp0cL~cnsj ~hite-eyed Tor-hee for ;.hich ue also lack a

specimen; tmd Sharp-teilad Sparro~s uhich he recorded in summar and

hence is open to question if it may not have been Seaside Sp~rro~,
which he did not list. Even this leaves 189 sure forms for his list.

Mrs. Floy Barefield of Memphis lived beside Little Creek until
about 1941.

Mrs. A. C. Reed, 1519 Morris Avenue, Norfolk, has done the bulk of
the field ~ork. Although she had made many trips through the [.~eQ be-

fere this, she began to keop systematic notes in 1936. Something of
the thorouslL~oss of her ~ork is indic~ted by tho fnct th~t of the 291

forms listed she has observ~tions on all but 25, and of these or~y four
forms have been seen mere than once. Most of her r.ork r.~s done bot~ecr.

1936 ond 1945, after which she has boon limitod s~e"hot on QC~om1t of
illnoss.

Locko L. Mackenzie, M.D., of Now York City, did Q ~rGat deal of
field worlefrom 1943 to 1945 while ;;i th the iunphibio\1s 'l'r3ining Cor::mcr.d.
He oft:m cor:fesscd thot he lileed to run up a larGo daily list - a Gort

of bird golf, .he. c::llod it - but he filled in many gaps in ou!' kn;)r.'ledge.
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Frederic R. Scott of Richmond has taken the Chesapeake Bay ferries

as his hobby and thus gathered much information.

Servicemen who helped during World War II included: Wendell Whit-

timore, M. D., of Tennessee; Audrey H. Clnugus of Ohio; Sammy M. Ray of

Louisiana; Kenneth Higby of Wisconsin; and Malcolm. Androi':sof Now York
Stato.

Numerous others roferred to in the paper include: Capt.

W. A. Anguin; W~s. Colg~to W. Derden, Jr.; Richerd L. Dobio;

Eue11; W~s. St. Julian M~rsha11; 1liss Virginia Pickell; ~~s.

Thompson; and N1I's.Thomas Thompson. ~

e.nd Mrs.

Clayton H.
Herbert

N~ o~ connection with tho orca began in 1936 uhen I built a sum-

mer home on Chesapeake Bay above Little Creek. Since that time I have

been a regular summer resident for varying periods, and have spent a

good deal of time in the area at other seasons of the year. I have

seen 217 of the 291 forms listed. As will be evident from the paper,

much of my work has been as compiler of .data gathered by others.

It has been most helpful to check our observations against those

made further south at Pea Island N~tionc1 Wildlife Refuge where for

many years my good friend Samuel A. Walker was manager and allowed me
full access to his records. Since our area has many things in co~on

with tho North Caro11.n3 Banks I have tried to gather dato. from Cepe
Henry to Cape Hatteras in tho hope of a complete study of bird life in

this region sarno day.

~fuch help hes been gained from comparisons with Birds of the Wash-
ington, D. C. Region by Miss Mey Thacker Cooke (Proccedings~f the Bio1-

ogicol Society of Washington, Vol. 42, pp. 1-80, 1929). ---------

Work That Needs to bo Done

We have indiceted under vnrious species so~e collecting that is
.bad1y needed, as well as early and 1nte records that are desir~ble. It

would also be a groat help if full counts of individuals as well es

species TIore made for a day, something simi1~r to the Christmas Co~~t,
as our best counts are often inadequate. This is due to the fact that

only recently have wO dropped general terms such as common, or abundant,
and kept n rocord of the actual numbor of individuc1s.

Another piece of wJrk th~t might interest someone is gathering

breeding records - ~e have rocords for only 96 species, comp8red to 109

at Washington Gnd 113 at Lynchburg. So~e of tho birds that udGht bo

looked for as breeders Qre: Cor~orer.t, Gront Blue Haron, Ar.loric~n~gret,

Sno~J Egret, Louisiana Heron, Bittern, Gcdl.ul1, Mersh He,nc, Virginia

Rail, Blnck Roil, L~ughing Gull, Forster's Turn, Cowmon Ten1, Royal

Torn, BIG-ck Slcir..ller, Blflclc-b illad Cuckoo, Barred 0':71, Rou[;h-:7ingod Swal-
lou, Blue :Jcy, Fieh Cron, Short-billod Mo.rsh Viron, \:arb1ing Vir.:.;o, Sii3.in-
son's Wcrbler, W8.yno's 1Jhrb1er, Chet, Hooued (";~:rbl~r, Boat-tcdlod Grnck10,
Indigo Bunting, Goldfinch, andSeDside Sparrow.
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In the o.nnotcted list of 291 speciesend subspocies,283 have boon
observed within the last 20 years.

I havo listed ~hat we consider a normal count of birds for one day

Dnd also a maximum count. The normal is m0rely the average of m~~y

field trips, and is ~hat ono might ~ell expect to find on a suitable

day. Tho r~xi~l is the most that have ever boen recorded in one d8Y;

and while this should represont 0.dc.y's work on foot to give an accur-

ate idea of tho abundance of a species, it actually represonts counts

of all kinds - so~e by auto~bi10, others by boat; some aro of individ-

ual flocks the.t passed while one merely patched, ~d still others aro
cowbinations of alooat every ~eans ot locomotion.

I have attempted to list Gll records through 1949.

Common Loon. Gavin imiller il~~er. Wintor visitor; feirly CO~10n.

October 26 (Reed) through M~y 14 {Reod found in Surili1erplumage} ~ith

occasional bird in SLWjillOr.Common as a migrant in Noverilicrena Glso
late Merch through o(;.rl~r A.pril. It is Dore comruon in Chosapea..l{:eBay

than along the coast. In April mld Mny 1942 Harry ~~iloy esti~8ted

some 400 birds of this and tho follo~ing species killed by oil froTI
ships sunk by sub:.mrines.

Red-throated Loon. Gavia stellato. Winter visitor;
as tho above, nor does it ~gr8te in as marked numbers.

(Reed) to May 17 (Grey); ~verc.ge Novo~mer 5 to April 5;
1949 (Grey).

no t as cOmI:1.on
November 4

one, July 28,

Holboell's Grebe. Colyrmus grisogn~ holbollii. Raro uinter visi-

tor; seven records. English sa~ one Mc.rch 29, 1931; ~nd one J~nu~~J 28,

1934. Reed observod ona nt Lynp~~avenBridge Jr.nu~ry 9 ~nd 31, 1937;
and CIlothcr at B2ck Bey DeccDber 16, 1943, this bird b8ing recorded on
the Christmas Bird Count December 19th. The 1944 count recorded one

at Back Bey Decer.ID8r31, 1944. Both birds ~t Back Bay were in the surf

close to shore. Scott sa~ 24 from Little Creck Ferry January 30, 1949.

Horned Grobe. Col~~bus auritus. Winter visitor; regular in sr~l

n~e~s. Novenber 1 to l~GY11 - in SU1TIDer plUD~ge - (both Reed); av-
erage DecoDbcr 5 to M~rch 28. In February 1942 H[~rry Bailey reported

hea\rJ dmd~ge to those from oil fror~ the submarine sinkings. One at
Lyrmhcven July 21, 1944 {Stevensand Grey}. MQXi~~ 30.

Pied-billed Grebo. Podil~bus pJdicops podicops. Winter visitor;
fDirly cmnrJon. Aut;"J.st30 (Scott and St0vens) to lv;.cy13 (Reed); aver-
age Septo:nber17 to April 19. More comon in wigrntion, ..nth an occc.s-
ional bird in sum:ner. IvIaxi:w.ur.l22.

Audubon t s Shoe~Dter.Puffinus 1hendniori Ihorr:inieri.Several
were observed at Virginia Ber:ch bJT Hillia...":l .FalI7'.er "earlJT in October"
(no yonrgiven)and reportcd by Willic~ Rives, Atue 18:189 , also 48:
201. On July 28, 19391'irs. Reed and I observed (;";0" in tho surf e r:1ile

north of Refuge Hocdquartors at Beck Bay. Tho bird could fly a short
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distance but would flop into .the surf, its head dropping belo~ wDter
end its ~ngs outspre3d as if it TIere about to die. It would lie on

the ~otor i~ this position until I waded close to it, then uould rouse

and fly out into deeper ?oter. A fe~ days later on August 1, 1939 we

c~ptured a fer.IDle on the bC3ch (presUlli1eblythe s~e bird), ~hich showed
the sac~ liDoer-neck diseasG, ~s it was unable to raise itshcad. Tho

skin ~~s pIeced in the North Carolina MuseUQ, but I neglected to pre-
serve the body so th~t it could be studied for parcsites.

Greeter Shoor~eter. Puffinus Gravis. One bird was seen by Mrs. Reed

Gnd r~ at Cape Henr3 July 31, 1939. The bird \'~s tho size of a Duck Ha~k

uith the black of the heed er~ding in~a sharp line belo~ the eyo, ~ith
clear ~hite belou. I ~as far.~liar with these birds from a recent Atlan-

tic crossing and felt sure of tho identification.

Leach's Petrel. OceGnodro~a louc~rhoa leucorhoa. Rare: three rec-

ords. English SQW 15 or 20 i~ Tanner's Creck, n part of Lafayette Riv-
er, August 26, 1933 fo~lo~ing a great hurricane. This S~4e stOrT.l

brought ~any petrols of this speciGs i~~Dnd at C2pe May, New Jersoy,
whore Wit~~r Stono observed that of the DRilY birds observ~d at that

time all ~ore Leach's except o~e Wilson'G. In fact, he lists Leach's
ns tho wore common petrel, et least in l~te Slli~~erand autw~: (Bird

Studies ct Old Capo May, I:9l, 1937). Throe birds ~erc seen by ~
Roed on August 17, 1945 from the Cepe Chc~les For~J. She said, "They
definitely had forked tails; of thnt I ~ positive." Fred Scott saw

6 from the SWle ferry July 28, 1948.

Wilson's Petrol. Oceanitos ococnicus oconnicus. Su~er visitor;
not CO;:Jl~onclose to shore, but ~ore so out in Chosapec.'.{e Bo:'and off
the capos. Jillrecords, except t~o, fall bot~eon Juno 8 (J. R. Sydnor)
nnd AUGUst 30 (Scott andStevens). Lt. Wendell ~~ittinore reportod
seoing "r.lI3ny" in ChesapeDke Bay on March 21, 1943 uhilo sciling out on
tho u. S. S. Token. C~pt. H. B. Stell, of tho Norfoll' Pilot J..ssociction,
tells ~e that ~henthepilotshad the oldVirginians ~ pilot boat they
used to CJtch "Mother Cary's Chickens" in tho open boiler rOOI;l in cold
weather. Maximun counts are 70 eachbyReodJuly19,1948and SC0tt
on August 8, 1947. Alcxt'..nder Wetmore reports the!:l COl:T.:Onat sc~ naur
the the Capos (AQ~ 42:262). A few birds have beon observed in f~ir

ueather in HaD?tOn Roads as f~r as the Ne~ort Ne~s - Pine Beech (Nor-
folk) Ferry. A record of August 24, 1933 may have included both spec-
ies of petrels though neither was definitely identified in the news art-

icle of the Norfolk Virginian Pilot which reported many "l\!other Cnry's
Chicken~' in the bay following the hurricane of August 23rd.

Our scant records of petrels poso two problems which some may wish
to explore further.(l~ How early does Wilson's Petrel arrive? Our date

of June 8 is not as early as the earliest at Cape !\:ay of 1.~ay 24th. or
NewYork of ~ay 29th., but it is not much out of line. HOTIGver,we
have the report of Stell of finding these birds in cold weather, and
wbittimore's record of ~arch 21st. Possibly we heve lacked observers

at tho right timo, and also it is probable that in oarly spring the
birds mc.y CODO into the Bay onl~r in rough :ioQther. (2} Then ,70 have the
question of tho retio of Loach's to Wilson's in our ~aters. It has
been a habit along the coast to nssigTI all records of potrels to ?ilson's
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unless proved different, partly on account of Peterson's comment in
his Field Guide to the Birds: "As tha Wilson's Petrel is far comnoner

off our shores than the L0ach's, mOst sight records of petrels are au-

tomatically referred to this species (Wilson's)", .(p.9, 5rd. ed.). All

the birds I huve observed around Cape !:enry have been Wilson's, also

North Carolina has records only of ~ilson's. Yet, at Cape May the

birds vhich are scarcolwith us ere the commoner species there, fo~ ~ith

them Leach's is much more common than TIilson's. The easiest way to dis-

tinguish the tr.o petrels is by their fliGht, for OV0n at greet distQncGS

it becomes evident that Leach's Petrel resembles the flight of a butter-

fly, while Wilson's Petrel is more stecdy like a s~a1lou.
~

Eastern BroTITIPelic~~. Pelocanus cccidentalis ccrolinensis. Three

records. Harr~ Bailey snu 4 birds April 12, 1940 flying among bulls

follo"i7ing 0. run of crockQrs off the beach at Back Bay. Reginald Den-
h8Dl of NO\7 Yorlcsaw "not less than 6 and not more than 12" stuke-dive
bombing for fish in Chesapeake Bay on April 18, 1946 ~hile he was cross-

ing the Cape Charles Ferry. Perkins sn.. 3 on Mcy 10, 1949 at the Ref-

uge. There is a record from near Suffolk - out of our territory - by

George B. Lay of the old Biological Survey, who ~ote me that he h~d

seen one flon the m.ng and alsa in !ltree on June 1, 1936, neer ~uffolk".

Gannet. Moris bassGnQ. Winter visitor: although recorded eV8~J

month in the year except June and September; morG CODllilonin the nd.gra-

tions in November and ltrch. Usually observod in smell numbors, but

somotimcs lr~ge flights arc observed ~hich are ofton in connection uith

schools of fish. Rood sau 1,000 Earch 27, 1948 fu~dover 600 April 11,
1940; Mackenzio observed Q flight of "several hundred birds off the

beach at Ocean Vie~' ~hen the birds ~cre flying up t~e Bay in Q flight

that lasted 07cr C~ hour. Scott has seen theffias fer up the harbor as
the Norfolk-No:rpo~tNeus Forry. J..good place to seo them is from Sand
Bridge, uhore I observed 35 birds in an hour April 10, 1947, 21 of

these being immature. Thoso birds I.ere flying far out to sse, USUGlly
singly, but occasional pairs flow by. All ..ere headed north.

Europe~~ Cormorant. PhQl~crocor~~ corbo c~xbo. T\:o records. Les-

ter L. Walsh Q~d Y~s. Reed sn~ one DocoITiller31, 1934 in the Virginia

soction of Knott's IDland. ltts. Reed saw 3 on Decembor 31, 1945 on
the brO~hotor at tho ~~uth of Little Crook. These birds \lore noticed

bocause of their lerger size c0mpcred ~ith Double-crosted Cormorants.

Doublo-crestcc1CormorRnt. Ph~ecrocorcx auritUB c.uritus.Abundm1t

migrant; not common mnter visitor; a fGI1 rom<::in in stU;lI11or. Av<::rf:.Go:
Sopte1:IDOr 12 to Novomber 27 and Harch 10 to !.~ay 1'7. Maximum of 1,000
by Reed Scpto!:lcor30, 1948 c.nc1flocks of 60 to 75 are usual. Counts

for tho fellof 1948by Roed Give soro.:eideG of r..d.gr!1tions:Septembor
21 - 102; SopteDber 30 - 1,000; Octobor 31 - 200; Novc~ber 18 - 15; ond
DecG!:1ber 12 - 1. In stLT!Jr.lcrc f::;\1 may usu:::lly be s':or. bclow; Snnc1bridGc
perched on pounc1 poles. A su~~~rbird ~ould bo ~orth collectingGs it
rr.ir,;ht prove to bc the southern forn P. n. florid<1T'..us"hich has not yet
be~n rccord0d for Virginia. P~ul BartschcCllcctcd c. Spc:cir.K:n in Dis-
IKll S a.'11pi.hich r:~:s at first tcken to bo the southam forD, but Obcr-



Page 47 July-.A.ugust,1950

ho1ser identified it as an 1mnlaturo auritus, (Auk 51:78).

Groat Blue Heron. Ard0a herodias hcrodias. Resident; more coronion

in migrations; not known to breed. I\~axiIrlU..o.'1lcount for one day is 40 on

May 17, 1941 (V.S.O. field trip); however, Jack Perkins estimated there
were 100 birds using the Back Bay Refuge in 1945; averaGe is 5 to 10 G
day. R0ed notos that these birds are becoming scarC0r around the cgy

of Norfolk due to the increased building along creoks end rivers, Os

woll as to denuding the shores of l~~es of most vogetation - so that by
1948 a bird a day around th~ city ..as a good find. Rood also noted be-

fore 1941 that this form, end other herons, used Stumpy Lako a gr3at

deal, and fle~ in the direction of ~orth LQ~ding as if there ITdght be
a. rookery. By 1948 there had cOr.J.Cf. change which she describes: III do

not think the herons are using St~'1lPyLake any more, due to tho fact

the City drains it completely overy summer. I doubt if there is a her-

onry now below Stumpy L8ks; at least the birds do not travel b8Ck Gnd
forth as they used to."

~rican Egret. Casmerodius albus egrett~. Su~rnervisitor; common
to abundant as Q post-breeding migrant, but not known to breed. Feb-
ruary 8, 1947 (Reed) to December 22 (~~s. Derden); averagQ April 15 to
October 14. Our records indicato a rather steady incroase in those
birds O"lerthe past 25 years. Thus, Gould, r;ho did much of his liork in
the 1920's, listod it only as a PQst-breeding migrant ..ith Aug~st 2 as
his earliestdate. English, in 1933, pointed out thatthe birds hr,d
increased 5~~ in the past 5 years, and found them begir~insto become
common by mid-summer. English also had one early dnteof onebirdon
April 14, 1933. From 1938 through 1942 the birds were recorded each
April, and in 1945 and 1946 Jack Perkins found thom in M~ch, and in
1947 Reed found OLS in February. Likc~ise thDir increaseis indiceted
in some dcily counts in July and ~U~Jst 1938 made bet~e0n our cottage
near Little Creek to Cape Henry, Virginia Boach, Dell Neck, and IL~otts
Island - so~e 40 tidIes - on a total of 5 trips I S&W frow none to t~o
birus- and only en August 25th. in a boat trip ~round Knotts Isl~nd
to Back Bay' headquarters did v:e see some 25 birqs. B~T1944 counts of
25 were not unco~~n around Little Creek, end in 1948 Scott found 102
at Little Creek on July 28th. and Reod founu 99 on CottageToll Ro~d
July 30, 1948. Reed notes that in 1948 we had the largest number since
1937, and thoy ~ere found everT~here, even in fields, h~!ting for cra~-
1'ishperhaps.

SnoY','YEgret. Leucopho:'lJc thula thulo..Summervisitor; not cc~on,
more so as a post-breodillgr.rigrant. April22 to Septor::bcr 22 (both
Reed); avorcge JU1~Tto Septer:lber 10. L1cexinum13 on July 28, 1949 (Scott).
Two seen by Pcrl~ins D8cember 1, 1949. This is :::nothar species of horon
which is increasing under the protection given it during this century.
In 1938on trips frow the cottageto KllottsIsland no birds were noted
in July and froD 1 to 3 in August. HO'.7evor,Rood noted 12 birds Aug-
ust 1, 1937, but on .AuGust 1, 1939 ,:0 only found 3 birds, ~:ld on AUG-
ust 1, 1940 ~o did not list any. Even in 1944 ~hen i,furr~y ~Dd I spent
4 dnysQt BackBeyAUGUst10-13,onlyono bird ~DS scon, ~Dd thet on
the 13th. It is evident thct t1:oy are not (1.13rc~-:ul~r a L1igrent ,',8 the
American Egret, Although SOI')(3 CDn usually be found at suitrlbloplaces.
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Reddish Egret. Dichromanas~a rufescens rufescens. ~ws. Reed observ-'

ad one at Stumpy Lake in 1942, observing it fror.;. 3 to 5 hours each of
the following days: June 2, 3, 6 and 26. I believe this is the only

record north of Florida for the Atlantic States. l'lrs.Reed says: "The
bird at no time associated with other herons which were near. The bird

was in the white phase. The legs appearod dark, not blue. In fact,

the bird appeared to me like the white phase of the Reddish Egrot as

shown by Audubon, plate 256, in Eirds of America, except I did not sOu

tho fine nuptial plumos, and the nock appcerod rou£hod-up in places.
The books doscribG the bill as 'flcsh-colored'. There ~ore timGs ~hon

I bot 0 pinkish gleam about the bill and eyes, but I could n07er toll

what it was. Ho~ell states lores anQ eyolids are pele flesh color.
The neck of tho bird cppeared verJr rough, perhaps what PotGrson calls

'shaggy'. When TIalkinG in the wator it walked slowly. Peterson says

its actions are cloi7nish; on the other hand lio~oll StDtes thoy walk

about slowly in search of their prey. I had never seen a Reddish Egret.

But when I sa" moving pictures of tho bird with that peculi~ lor~
white face - duo to the large amount of ~hite on t~e bill - I felt

sense of s~tisfaction th~t at last 'there Ioes my bird'. Since the

phase occurs 50-50 in the W0st Indics, I ~ondcr if this could have

a bird from thoro. Of course this is only a guess."

a
,:hite
boon

Louisiana Heron. Hydrcnessa tricolar r~ficollis. Post-breeding mig-

rant; formerly scarce and not r~corded in somo yenrs; no~ rec~rdGd reg-
ularly in slightly increased numbers. J1UY 3 (Scott) to September 22

(Reed); avorage July 20 to September 20. Maximum 20 in 1948 (Perkins);
nver~ge 2. Most of our birds ere imm~\turG, Roed listing records of 3
adultB, one oech in different years. These birds breed some 80 miles

south on the Pe~ Island Refuge in N. C. ~d have been ropartod nesting
on Rogue and Cedar Islands off the eastern shore.

Little Blue Heron. Florida c80rulea ccerulea. Sl~er visitor; com-
men. March 17 (Perkins) to October 19 (Reod); Qverage April 21 to Oct-
ober 8. One immntureat Refuge December 31, 1949 (V.S.O.) Theso birds
formerlybred in our area neer Fentress,"here on June 22, 1934~. J.
Murray estimated there uere 400 pair breoding in a horonry that covored

about one acre. No othcr specios ~cr0 with thorn.(Auk 51:510-511). A
year l~tor I visited tho heronry and estimated Gtout the same nlli~er
of birds and nests, but in 1936 the lend burned )ver and ther8 hes been

no record of the birds frequenting the Fentress t~rritory since. ~~s.

Roed feols reasonably sure there is :l heronry nc:-!r North Landing 'i7hich
is probably usod by sev3rr~ species. M~xil~ for OilO dny 98 on July
28, 1948 (Scott); CV3ro.ge 15.

E~stern Groen Horen. Butoridos viresccns vircsccns. Summer visitor;
regular in smell numbors, breeds. April 2 (Rocd) to Decewber22, 1941
(Christmas Cc~~t), with next latest October 16, 1932 (Er.glish);avor-
age April 9 to Septemter 1. English found a nest end ogss May 15, 1~32;
Mr. ond lIrs. Themas Thompson found ono }.by 20, 1045.

Black-cro7.'lled Night Ecron. Nycticorox nycticortlJ: h()rictli. Uncoln:r.on
residant. .i!'ormer.ly t~l{on to bo only a sumor rosident ~';ith o.vcrr:gc
dates of April' 7 to AUGust 17. Christm~lscounts hevo tur:1Od up Q.D.111-nber
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.. of records: January 2, 1949 there were 13 on Long Island, and on Dec-

ember 31, 1949 there were 53 birds. Barefield found an immature at
Stumpy Lake February 18, 1941. C. C. Ewell says there was a heronry

on Ragged Island in days past. The only place I know to find them reg-

ularly 1s at the pools in Seashore Park. Reed notes that with us this

species keeps more to the woods and doos not frequent tho marshes as
docs tho Yellow-crowned. We have no definite breeding records.

Yel10w-cro;med Night Heron. Nyctanassa violacea. UnCOI:m1On SUI:iI!l6r

visitor; breeds. April 1 (Reod) to Octobor 14; average April 17 to

September 28. Three winter records: Darden on December 18, 1939; k~s.

Herbert Thompson reported four staye~ the winter of 1947-48, and saw
ono bird JQnuu~J 8, 1940. Further observation r~ght prove this species
to be resident. A fOTI may be found regularly in the salt mcrshos of

Nerth Shore Point in the Lnfayette Ri-ver. It I1CS hero the birds nestod

in 1946, 1947 and 1948 in h~s. Darden's yard. On April 9, 1947 we

untched tho pair nest-building. Ono bird foraged for tuigs ~hich wore

broken from the troes, ~1d then carried to the nest over c route that

usun1ly led from onc br~nch to ~other, so th~t tho bird did not have
to fly. Tho other bird stuyed ~t the nGst r~d received t~e sticks

~hich ~ore droppod on the nest by the first bird. We did not notico

nny attempt by the bird at the nest to take tho sticks fro~ tho berk

of tho bird '\7hobrought them. Instead, the second bird simpl:r :7alked
the sticks into a pl~tfo~~. 1~B. Dnrdenhas an interesting Rrticle on

their nesting in the Raven XVIII, p. 25

American Bittern. Botmlru~ lontiRinosus. Probnb13T a scnrce resi-
dent, as ~e have records for OVOI~ ffienth oxcept Fobrua~J, M3Y, Septem-

ber, and Octobo~. Most records occur i~ spring from M2~ch 10 (Reed)
to April 29; ~vor~go Karch 19 to April 18. The four sumner rocords

sU8gest tho possibility or nosting sinco c nost "~s recorded on Curri-
tuck Sound 40 na1es to tho south of our area. These records are: June

2, 1938; July 29, 1942; Aug~st 1, 1940, ~~d August 20, 1949. Reed's
record of N07ember 9, 1939 is actually the only fell date. Winter rec-

ords include 6 for Decomber, ranging Elil tho w~y f~om the 1st. to the

31st., and January 2, 1949.

Eastern Least Bittern. Ixcb~Tchus axilis exilis. SD~~er visitor;

fairly C01JIDOn,but more common in ndgr~tio~s. Lpril 17 (B. S. Freer,

John B. Le~is, ~1d tl. G. Le~is) to September 22 (!3a~efield); avcrcge
May 8 to AU6~st 18. Gould fOill1da nest ~ithin tns city li~~ts of Nor-

folic on S:TIith's Creek July 20, 1926. This bird seo~ to prefer the
brnckish nr.d fresh looter ~arshos to the s~lt mRrshes; Buy Bey is ~ fav-
orite haQ~t for it.

Eastor~ Glossy Ibis. Plo,~ndis fe.lcin')llusfalcinellulJ.C. C. ~::oll

S8':7 four bird.s on. RcSged Island, Bc.ck £0.:;,., tho "first ",7oek in MC.JTtI, 1928.
He identifiodthcn frm:1 skins in Mrs. Reed's collection in 1942 (Ravon
14:25).
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Waterfowl

The area offers excellent opportunities for seoing all varieties

of ducks, geese and s"Qn. Groat concontrations uro to bc found on tho

Refuge at Beck BGY, ~ith pcrucs usually in December end Feb~~n~r in con-

nection ,:1th l.'1:igration.Migrc.tion in the fall begb.s slo7."l:{7iith 801:1e

birds co~ing ~s ecrly as September, then builds up rather stondily to
about tho second deck in DeccDber, after which so~o birds continl~c

south~~rd, ~hilo the larger nur.bcr rCDnin in tho 8rCG to be joinod ab-

out Did-February by birQs fro~ the south. The spring ITigrntion is tho

reverse of tho f~ll, uith 1~r6o flocks building up suddenly in FG~ru-

ary to be follo',7odby a treD.ondousQ,xodus fro!:!.tho Refug'~ as fecdir:g

are::.sopen f:"irthcrnorth, and then tte numbers taper off until late

April whan only a few birds reIT~in.

Bqck Bay Refuge is 'the place to seo concentrations of certain

species. As the refuge boat sweeps around the edge of the marsh, great

clouds of ducks and geese rise fu~oad in such n~b:)rs that the sight is

nothing less then a~c-inspiring. Vfuile one S6es great n~bers of water-

fowl at the Refuge it is difficult to get close to tho birds for indi-

vidual study. Since tho edges of tho bay are m~shy it i$ hard to get

oloso to the w~tGr from the land, and in the boat the flocks rise well
ahoad.

Anothor place for concentrations is Chosapedcc Ba3r with good num-
bers of Golden-eye, Red-breasted 1~rganser, and Old Squaw. Good views
of these may be h8d from tho Cape Charles-Littlo Creck Forry ~s tho

birds become accustomod to tho boat end ono is able to get f~irly close
views.

Thon thoro arc numerous ponds and crooks such us those around the
Azr-lec Gardens, Wildflo~er Sanctuary, end the Norfolk TIutorworks. iihile

one does not find the groat numbers in such places, it is e~sicr to get
closer to the birds.

The Fisb o.ndWildlife Service to.lces an annuc.l census of woterfO'>7l
in Janua~r TIhon it is believed that tho birds ~G movin~ about less th~D

at other times. In addition, tho UGrdGn at the ROl~ge makes froqu8ut

estimates of the birds ~si~g the Refl1gc, and in his ~unrtcrly report

givos the number of birds in pe~c concontrotior.s ~s "ell as tho 3vornge
numb'.)r using the Refuge. We h~vo boen gro.ntod Gccess to these fig'J.rcs
with permission to use them by the Service ~nd trxough the cooporation
of' tho mr.n2.gers. Herry BDiley \':'2.S Iicfuge Ivlr-':lagor frOl:J. 1938 to 1<J42 end
Jock E. Perkins s11coood01him in 19,13. Estim.ot~s of flocks of Gucks
vnry .lith individuals, Perkins being f.l bit more cOllscrv;-.tivo in his es-
timates thrtn Bailey. TIo\:eVG1', I hmm often thought tilers "arc !'ccllJr
a lot more ducks prcsa~t in somo yoars ~hon I ~as ~ith Bailoy thpn I
have seon TIithPorkins.

Tho enclosedsheet 01' tho numbers usi::1g tho Rofuge fro::!. 1940
throl.1gh 1949 is b~scd largely on the Janue.ry counts, and in ID:1nycasas
is loss than tho pec..\c c0ncOl:trctions observed in Deccmber.



Maximum Counts of Waterfowl at Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge
r-I

(;\} It') to r:-. co..
'f

';11 .,zI '<jI .J'
0 I I I I I I I

clJIt') 0 (;\} It') to r:-.
0- o;tt <:t' ,," ..;jt o:;fI ...j<
r-i .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
..

WhistlingSwan 5,000 4,000 3,500 1,000 350 3,000. 2,000 3,000 3,000+"
!1.)
::I

Canada Goose ",000 22,000 15,000 10,000 50,000 30,000 20,000::II 30,000 20,000
I

I Snow Goose 5,000 11,000 15,000 10,000 10,000 20,000 30,000 18,000 20,000
g,

Blue Goose 36 50 50 10 20

Mallard 3,000 3,500 500 22 100 200

Black 3,000 ",000 8,000 1,500 2,000 5,000 6,000 6,000 6,000

Pintail 12,000 20,000 15,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 \),000 5,000 10,000
f.{'

Green-winge Teal 500 2,500 3,500 300 500 1,000I

I
Blue-winged Teal 500 500 1.500 1,000 1,000 2,000 2,000

Baldpate 20,000 12,000 15,000 3,000 10,000 10 ,.000 11,000 10,000 8,000

Redhead 500 3,000 3,500 1,000 5,000 10,000 11,000 10,000 1O,000

Ring-necked 40,000 10,000 35,000 2,000 5,000 2,000

Canvasback 3.000 30,000 20,000 3,000 1,500 20,000 3,000 10,000 5,000

Scaup 20,COO 14,000 500 500 10,000 12,000 15,000 1,000

r-i'
Ruddy 1,000 3,500 ",000 1,000 1,000 2,000 2,500 2,500 2,000

It')

<DI
Coot 3,000 20,000 15,000 500 3,000 8,000 10,000 20,000 5,000bD

OJ
Ilt
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In grouping the watorfoi71 of the area according to their numbers
ue hmre used fivo divisions -

I. Abundant: CL~adQGeese and Snou Goese. To h~vo less than 30,000
Canada Geese or 10,000 Snou Goese sUBGests a shortGSc.

II. COmDlon: eight species ~hich v~-y withtheyearsso that~t
times they are aL~ost abundant end in other years thDY are uncommon.
These species f2~1 into three groups -

1. Canvas-backs and Redheads are found in l~rgo rafts ~hich

are casy to estimate. C:::.n~T':::S-l.H1Cks11:.c..70vDried fro!:! 30,000 to 1,500
with 10,000 as an average. RGc1110ads do not vary as much; 10,000 to
1,000 rn"!;h 5,000 as average.

2. Pintail and Baldpate are also foun~ in rafts
'\'TholcCtreabout equally comon, and a little 10s3 COITI!1l0rl

Pintails have r~~ged from 20,000 to 2,500 1rlth 10,000 as
pate 78~y from 20,000 to 3,000 with 10,000 average.

3. Vlhistli::1g Si7an, Black Duck, Scuups (both Greater and Lesser)
end Red-breasted MorGc.Ilser. These vary considoro.bly but [~n aver~~ge
gooa year brinGs t~o to threo thousandof cach. S~an ~td SCAUp are 03S-
ier to estim::.toas thc:,r ~e in flocks or rafts, but Black Duck are a1-
uoys hard to estimate as they are scattered evcrJUhero in m~all numbers.

Merge-nsers are likei7isc herd to estimc.te with c. feo:;:on ponds and lc};:es,
but with larger numbers ir. Chesapeake Bey.

a:).d on the

then group 1.
o.ver(!go. Belc-

III. Not common: Me110.rd, Green-TIin~cd Teal, Blue-~i~ged Teal, Ring-
necked Duck, end Ruddy. Ring-neck ~nd wlddy ~~erabe 1,000 0. yoa.r; Bluo-
TIinged Teal 1,000, Green-wingedTeal 500 811 Mallard 200.

IV.

Gadl.'ull,
eye, 20;

Scarce: ten species ~ith averagesas follo~s-Blue Goose, 50;
20; Shoveller,75; ~ood Duck, (no satisfo.ctory counts); Goldcn-
BufflQhec.d, 20; Old S~la~, 20; end the 3 Scoters about lCO ca.

v. Rare: Brant and EuropeanHidgeon.

Birds which have boen recorded as breedinG a~e: Canada Geese (once);
Mallard (onco); Blacl\:, Blt;.e-,.finf::ec1 Teal, Wood Dl.:ck and Hooded MerGanser
(one rocord that is not entiroly sdisfactor~r).

Vfuistli~[ S~an. ~'~nus columbianus. Wi~ter visitor; co~non, ~re so
in migr8tions. October 6 (Dailoy) to April 9 (Perkins). UsuQllyar-
ri"lcs in c<:r1y NO'lomber Gnd :3tays throu~h ~;10.rch, m th thebulk 01' the

birds lcaving in February. Old tiT-10rS se01":1to focl th:;.t the birds '."fero
1110re cor;ZOl1 ir. B8.ck Bay nr..d Curri tuc::: Sound in tho yonrs before tho 1933
hurri cnr..c, ":7hen sr.l t ,Tcter fl00dcd tho .any al1d kil10d t:lO duck foou.
Also, it is cl2.ir.:cd, salt '\IOtar cane throush tho Ches:..:porJc;:) lI.:"1dAlto-
InGrla Cenal (until loc:\:s ~7ore installed) !.lnd this r;lGr1e the ;-;c..tor r10l'e
brackish ,::itli (\ loss 01' food for watorfo"l. It is certv.in th::.t oc.rly
in thG 1930' s S";mn bcce!:1e l'!:orc nU!:1crous at L~::.wE~'lttcr.:us!~,Jot, N. C.,
and it 17as token for crantcd thoy hnd been forced 1'1'.)1.1their for'.,er
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habit~t by lack of food.
birds at Eattar:mskect in

numbers. Tho only oarly

Christ~~G Count of Cops,
Cadar Island on DocoDbor

Although there has been a decrease in tho

recent YC2rs, they still uinter thore in largo
count tha.t I havo been ablo to find is th0

Crosby, find Griscom \-,hofound 1,050 birds near
30, 1923.

Connon Canada Goose. Branta ca~adonsis, canadensis. Winter visitor;
abundant, a fon rer.leinthrouGh tho sur:::.:or orJ.d \7e hcwe one nesting roc-
ord. Be0ins to o.1'1'ivo in mid-3eptel::bor, roachos a pea}: in Docor.ibor,
ernd usually tho bulk havo left by f:1id-li'obrue.ry. Caps, Crosby nnd Gris-
con obsQr.,ed 3,700 011 Decanber 30, 1923. Berry Bailey, in his quarter-
ly reportof April1940 sa~rs: "Obsorved and took pictures of t iO Cnnadr.
Geese nestinG on tho RaGGod Island propertyll. Thorois no record of
you..'1.gfroTI this nestinG. 'nloro is, of' course, ~ possibili ty th:~t these
nesting birds ~~3ht have. boon stock fOrBor1y used for decoys.

Hutchins's Gooso. Bra."'1ta CffiHlc1:.::nsishutchin~. Mackenzie and Bare-
field observed two small geese at twenty feet November 25, 1943 at Eack
By, which they identified as this Sl)ecies(Raven 15:36). The Christrnas--
Count of January 2, 1949 listed one which Perkins savs was a positive

identification as they had excellen'j;views of it, including flying over

their heads. Scott has a record for RiclImond, which I believo is tho

only other record for the State.

American Brant. ~ta be1'nic10hrota. It has formerly been listed
as a winter visitor in somo nill~ters, but the last record for the area
seems to be that of English who found 200 at Dam Neck Nover.fuer7, 1932.
Lester Walsh i'oli..'ld6 at Back Boy HOVGI:lber 14, 1931. Caps, Crosby, Q.11d
Griscom on their Christmas Count saw 50 on December 30, 1932 near Codal'
Island. Tho chcnge of stQtus from a regular winter visitor to our pres-
ent c.bsence of records for 17 years is due in part to tho foct that the

birds arc m<::\rine :tecders, <md thus 8.S sel t l;'2.ter was shut out or Back
Bay their food discppoared. Thoir choice food is eel grass, and a sec-
ond choice is see.lettuce, and those c<.:nnotnOTIgro\lin tho only slight-
ly brc.clcishwcters ofB~ck138.:;r. Then comes the questiC'n of ~.:hy \?8 have
not other rocords for salt \l~ter. Recent records for the Pea Island

Refuge, '::11ic1:1is surrotUlded b:- salt ..Clter, indice..tcs the birds G.re quite
scarce, .nth Walker rGporting about 400 a year, ffildS0ffieyears observing
none. Louis Bishop in 1001 said they .781'0 tho :most abund,'.nt s':>::'.fo..l
at Pea Island.

Viliito-fronted G00S8. Ansel' albifrons e.lbif1'ons. Hr.rr~r B::J.iloy re-
ported t.,70 "seen deily" Fcbruo.ry 5-11-:1939, a!1d ono bird (which mrlJ'
h~ve boon ono of tho t...:o he so::;) Dacem..1:Jor29-30, 1938. T,:o im:mtu:rc
spocimelLs in the .Al!lJric>::.r..1\1useUll1of Nature:l:-listory ~7Cl'Gtr:ke:l Novombor
23,1925 on Red~lead :s::-.yin .Beck Bay (Atuc 4:3:2;"39). \70 :mo':'J of.' no other
records for tho Stato.

Lessor Snor:Goose. Chen hYJ:'c!'borco. hYDcrboroa.. Tho fourth edition- ~---
of the A..Q..U. Check-list.. lists tllis i'orn c.::; "cnsu~.l in Virginie.."
A. C. BO:1t S::<f3, IIl!;;::.st rr..l'cly tC' ::.ihodc Isl.:-n:.d... .!?lore. frequently to
COo.sts of Vil'{;inic. and !Jo1'th C,~l'olina." (13\111._ U .8. F~t. ?~lSG1~ no. 130,
p. 172, 1925). Hc.::.'d1;,'distir..:~ui3:1::-'.bl(j in tb.Jfiold 1':'0,:1 tho next form.
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Greater Snou Gooso. Chen ~rborcQ ~~. Winter visitor; Q-
bundant. October 10 (BQiley) te April 12 (Perkins); ~vcrage N0vembcr

20 to F0brua~J 18. Flocks roach a pellic in Decembor, after ~hich mcny

dopnrt for the POG Island Refuge whero 11:000 have beon recorded at one
tir.lo. Another pee:.k is rOGchod in early Febru::o.ry,or even Jal1.Uary,~7hen

birds cro'.7dthe Rcfuc.~ebeforo tdcing off north~7n1'd. Rives in his .Q£j;a-

10r;noof 1890 listed them ;::.s"not common .7inter visitor. A SpocLilcn \las
observod in Virginia in thu ,7intGrof 187'7by Lt. ".7irtJ:1obinson.:tC::lpS,
Crosby, end Gri3~0:n did not report thOl;l in their 1923 consus around Ced-
ar Island justbolo~ tho RefuSo - .nlich may provo nothing. NOVc4llor 14,
1928 C. \;. To,mscnd ~~d C. L. Bull Sv.~ 2,000 (Auk 46:103). The type
specimen for thio form has taken on ~ack Bay.

Blue Goose. Chen cc.ol'Ulescens. Winter visitor; a feu c.re seon reG-
ularly uith the S~Goese. October 30 (Bailey) to ~arch 27 (Perki~s).
TITowore soen by TOnTIsandGnd Bull NovoQber 14, 1928 (Auk 46:103).
Bailey and I counted 20 birds DeccI:lber29, 1938, anc1thoro have been
sevc:i:'c.l counts in other years of equal nu..'Ilbers. I h8.7e several counts
of uhich one third of tho b:irds were iL:Ll8.tures. Perkins Sa'ri t,;o irumc.-
tures 1,1<:1Y15,1£49.

Common Mallard. ~ pla1iyrhynchos platyrhynchos. Winter visitor;
not common, but seen regularly in sr~l numbers. October1 to April 13
(both Bailey);averagemid-Octoberto early April. A pair stayed at the
Refuse in the sprin~ of 1944 and nested in the boathouse,where 14 eggs
were counted and photographed by 1~ckenzie, Perkins and Grey. Rats de-

stroyed the nest shortly afterwa~ds.

In the early pe.l~tof this century it ~as believed the Mallard WQS
not holding its oun in comparison to the Black Duck, due to interforence
over its breeding aroas. J. C. Phillips of Mass8.c]ruset~s published sorno

records (Auk 29:533-534, 1912) of the n~~bor of Mallards and Black Ducks
taken at hun.t clubs on Curri tuck SOillld and Back Bay. At the CUl~ri tuck
Hunt Club - 30 miles south of tho Virginia lino, ho had Good recorda
~or 24 years, 1888-1912. Usine tho nur~cr of Black Ducks tweGn in a
season os 100;.:; he found that over the whole period ~ia11::tJ.'ds t8ken were
47% of Black Ducks ta.1c0U. Fro!:l 1888-98 Uclle.rds wore 55%, and from
1898 to 1910 MC'.ll:\rds \701'0 44%. He also had records fl':JDi tho Fclso
Cape Hunt Club on Back Bny, just below tho Refugc, for six S08.S0nS,
1906-07 to 1911-12,when Mallards 'lIora 23'~; Vlhilo ::It Currituc1c 1'01'tho
S3mo six sor.oons !~3l1:lrdsi70r8 375G. He lists the l,:allc.rd.s tolc0n at
Currituck for only three seasons:

Sea-sor.
1909-10
1910-11

.1911-12

Total I"v:fUlards tol~811
+20
232
47

Tl:'km ill Novcr.IDo::,'
50

10'7
29

Phillips mnkes three cO!":!'11Gntsthat qualify the appc.rent dccroo.so
in t~o nwrJ.18r of Me.lle.rd:.>. 1. Tho differr-)r.cc bot;-:eGn F8.1so C111)0end
Curri tucl-;: for tho six yo:::ra m..y bo duo in pert to ~oa.vicr bo.tLlg [It
Curri tucl( ol1d .mGht only prove that Mallards ",781'0rcapon:Ji va to plonty
of sc:;tterod corn. 2. Ho points out tlmt fro~lOGOto 1012Blc.ck[3 ha.vo
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moro than doubled their averGge yearly numbors, uhile M8ll~rds on tho
average aro a littlo less then t~ice as numcrous~ Thus, thoro 1.01'0

more Black Ducks to bo shot. 3. The hunting S88son -:,r;s f1'01l1 November
throllg~ Fabrllary, \,i th nearly 501~ of the I\:':,llt..rds tc.ken in Ncveubel',
'\7hich ::>ugc~est,:)d to Phillips that Mc.llitrds rdnterod to thG s:)uth of the
o.re::l in largjr numbers tha~l they rorr.::linod, ~7hilG Blacks strJycd in tho
a.rea in lcrger nUIl1bers. Since our hunting SO~SGn is limited to Decem-
ber, it is not possible to compare tr~es at hunt clubs today - unless

somoone could locato su~e old records.

Even \lith thosc qUGlificc.tions it is evident that thero -:;c.sa

sh~rp decr8asc in M~llards compared t~ Blacks at Currituck Club - a
decrease from 55;0 to 3'7%.

Our figures today arc not entiroly satisfactory. Bailey reported

3,000 Mallards D~cember 22, 1940, and 3,500 in Deconber 1941, co~pc.rGd

to Blacks for tho arunodct0s of '7,000 and 8,000. This rodeesMallards
43% of Blacks for those t~o years. Perl{ins in 1043 reported 500 Mc.ll-

ards November 28th. compar~d to 1,5000 Blacks OD Dec0IT£or 12th. - gi7-
ing Mallards 33%. In 1948he reportod only 100 LIallards,end in 1049
200 compared to 6,000 Blacks for each year.

It would be ~orth while for someone to meke e careful study of

the t~~lerds recorded at the Fish and Wildlifo Refuges in Virginia and

North CGrolina. At Pee Island Refuge they 81'13very sc<:rce, ~nd E,~~le

Greeno, uhile at lliatt~~sk8et,listed counts of only 3'78 rilid150 (Chnt

I:?O, 193'7). ----
Black Duck. Allas rubripes. Winter visitor, cmmnon; resident in

small numbers. Counts of 6,000 seem. maxi,JU..TIl, although Bailey reported
8,000. Pe~~s of concentration in December and h~rch, with most birds
gone by April. English noted an increase in tho ID~ber of birds Slli~-

ering from 1928 to 1933, find found a nest without eggs April 29, 1930.
Bailey in his report for J,Iay-July 1939 said: "Four broods seer, shortly
after hatching, but none soen since approxiwately O!le 1J'leek old." So
thought the crabs got the young birds. Perkins says the birds r:.est
on the Refuge.

Gadwall. Ch~ulela~aus strepcrus. Spring tr~sient in smGll num-
bors. r.:a.rch 13 to April 23 (both Roed); four f::1l records - August
25,1940 (Bailey); Novembor 8,1936 end Novembor 28, 1~4l (Reod); Doc-
~bor 30, 1923 (Caps, Crosby ~nd GriscoG). L~~xi~ of six. The ab-
sence of fall records is surprising as Miss Cook lists it as a common
migrant at Washington, and i7a1kor listed it reBUlarl:T in l'ell ~lt tho
Pea Island Refuge. Scott says it is "co~TIonas Q full ~isr[~t and prob-
ably in uinter on th(; lorrcr York River tlnd prGsur.1a~ly on tho l07:r
Jr.mes." (i~ litt.) r.lrs. Reed observGs: "Tho lncle is one of the easiest

ducks to pic!<: out; is cor:3picuousonly for blc.ck U!ld(H'-tail covorts,
f7i th no ;,hi to aroa in fro:1t, ~'lS in Pintr.cil, !3::\ld:Plt0, etc. I}~flight
instantly becomes fl::.:shy."

lunorico.~ I'lr.t,ail. J..no.s a.cutn _tzi tzihoa. Co:r.i111on tl'nnsie:1t; corninE:
throuGh in Octobor ~nd Novol1:bcl' Dr!d roturninc in .T:.r:uarYi rO!:lo.ir'.1J com-
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mon through Fobrucry .,n.th most flocks dcp:::.rting in oc.rl:! Mr..r'ch. Best
crrivcl and departure are September 4 andApril 29 (both Reed). Genor-
ally spGD.king, Pintc.il c.n.d Bc.ldpate are Gbout equally coro..nlon,..':ith Pin-
tail averaging cbout 7,000.

Baham~ Pin.tcil. ~~cs buh8~onsisbQh~onsis. Accidental. Rotort
Cushr.1o.nMurphy reports (Al;k 56:472, 1939): "On DocGl-:J.bcr17, 1937, I5r.
Starling Vi. Childs shot 0. Bahe.ma. Pintail on tho pr~p'3rty of theHorn
Point Gun Clut, Peter's Cove, Pungo, Va. The bird, ~hich Gccollipaniod
a floc1:: of 40 or 50 &"nericnnPintail, is an adult of undotcrr,1i:r.odSGJ~

The fourth 0dition. of tho A.O.D. Chock-list(1931)records only t~o
earlie~ occurrences of tho nc.hfu~Pi~cil in continontal North ~~~rica,
nr.mcly, one on the east C8G.stof Florida, and one in Wisconsin."

Groen-winged Teol. Anes carolincnsis. Rintcr visitor; not cor.~~n,
about the sa~ID status o.s~lard. October 14 (Roed) to April 3 (P8~~-

ins); average early November to late March. Five hundred seOIT~ to bo

a good count for 0.year, with Bailey reporting 3,5000 in 1941, and hh's.

Reed saw 1,000 on Nove~~~r 8,'193G.

Blue-'\7ingod Teal. Anas discors. Transient in smol1 nu.,l1bers; a fon
remain as sU:-nr.1orvisi tors-tL"ld breed. Transients pass tilrough fro!:! the
middle of .August tQ late October, end in sprinG from the f:1.iddlo of :M~rch
to late .April. Thoonly \linter rocord is Decanber 9, 1944 (Mackenzio).
On ~uly 19, 1944 Cherlos E. Stevens and I found a fE~i1y of five in
Seflshcre State Perk, three or tho.sa bcillg young tha.t ';7ore fully feeth-
ere~, but nppar8nt1y TIGrenot yet c.b18 to fly. ~. J. Murray ~~d I saTI

three i~ature birds in LyrJilicven Inlet on August 17, 1938 uhieh prob-
ably ~ere rearod in the noarby Sonshore State Park.

Europecn Widgeon. Marecn ponc1op8. Scarce ninter visitor; Q dozen
records for the 0.1"00.since 1912, I.ithhc.lfof those records being froI:l
1937 to 1944. Mrs. Rood observed it in L~'TIn.11OYOnInlet Merch 3, 1037;

alsoon .April 28, 1940. It lias ~so seenat tho Rofug8by k~s. Bnro-
1'io1d Decor.:ber 22, 1940 end in L-y:mh~'7cn by l::ackenzic JQ.nu~ry 30, 1944.
Fuortoa listedt\iO speck.ens (A~lk 32:367) D:;cenbcr 25, 1914 end January
5, 1915. Cotton~~dKnappenlistthroefro2BackBay (Aw~56:147) Jan-
uary 22, 1912; February 2, 1912 (A. H. Holmo); o::d DOC8:::IDor16, 1920 (M.
k.. Church). Macko!lzio reported a hunter tolling hirl of shooting n:Trod-
headed r.idgeon" at B8ck Bay about 1942. G. 1.1. :r'to1ps took ('l f0ma1e on
Docetfucr 7, 1926 on Back Bay. Thoro are threo othor rocerds for Virgin-
ia fro~ noor Washington. Curri tue!: S,:mnd h,tS 80:C:0ten rocords cf birC.s
taken by huntors, and Pet. Is12nd Rofug0 h~s single birdG scanin 1939
cmd 1940.

Baldpate. Mnreco. fI..!:,oricl'.l,a. i'Tintor visi tar; con:lcn. Septm:JJer 20
(Roed) to l~cy 15, 1<')4~)(Perkins); avorGgc Octobor 25 to l::~t(~ Vir.rcll.
Poak concentrations :-Ire in Deco::-:ber andMarch.

Shovo11er. Sp~tu1n c1ypecta. Winter visitor; scarce. C. H. ~~oll
ostiI:JD.ted not over 100 birds for thG jrecr 1939-40, :::.nd PcrkinB lists
ther.1 o.s unC01:Jr.':on. Mrs. Raed listed thor:l only NovOJ;)bor 22, 1038, ~anun-
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ry 21, 1940 o.nd Ur,rch 29, 1940; this
Rofuee they oro oxco0dingly scnrcc.
birds ~intor regularly.

~ould indicate that outside of the.

At the Pen Island Rofugo SO~D 75

'/iood Duck. Aix .sponsa. Uncor.won <IS a suumer residont; more cor.~no:J.
in ::.d.Grntions. ~\:~rch 9 to Novomber 30 (both noed); ui th tho fall !:-.i-
gro.tion beginning early in ~ugust nnd lasting into Novermor. Our
Spri!lg records arc t:;:-o in March - one bird on tho 9th. fu"1cleight birds
on tho 18th.;April rocordsof ulrich thorer-ro cig~t, ere 011 of paired
birds, 7.'hil0 l'.ia.y rocords are of (\dul t and young. v/intor records are:
D:,;co::lbor 3, 1933 (English); Doc~)!:fuor 19, 194,3 £1nd DocG;.,bor 31, 19'1~
(both on Christrms Count); Ja.nue..ry 9, 1941 o.nd J£'.111..'tnr:','30, 1949 (both
Rood) . We have no Fcbruar",f records ~ This is a bird whoso sto.tus
seez.~ to h~vo changed froB ~intor visitor to e..:ligront, n~ Ri70S in

his ~loGUo of 1890 lists it as a cor.Don uinter visitor. ~~ss Cooko,
writing of tho birds of'W~shington seys thet uhile fifty years Qgo it
TIassoon principally in winter, in recent yenrs (1929) thoro ara ne
cort~in TIintor records. l~s. Reod h~s nu:~rous recorGs of its breod-

ing in our croe: eGGs ~pril 2; young frODl May 17 to July 14.

Redhead. .b.ythya D!:1ericc.nf.':..Winter visitor, COr.1r.:on. Octobor 30
(Reod) to Morch 21 (Perkins);averageNcvorfuor to March, nith peaksin
Doc02berand Fobrv.a~J. Englishnotod a docrease of 75% in the ten
years before lr33, and l~s. RBcd notod an increase since 1936.

Ring-nock DU.ck. ],.ythya collc.ris. ([inter visitor. Oc.~obor 31 (Bail-
ey) to .April 30 (Roed); C',vcrr.ll;E)ridcl-Decer.l1.i9r to le-te Mr:.rch. The nouna-
ance of this species is not yet deter.8i~Gd~ith accuracy. B~iley had
counts of 40,000 Doconber4, 1939; 35,000 Decer.fuer 1, 1941; 10,000 Doc-
e~bor 22, 1940; and 15,000DeceDber20, 1942. Perkinshas ob~crvGd
only ns ~eny as 3,500 (Dccer.bor5, 1947) co~r~ into tho ne~lg0 for n
linited tiDO. 1~s. Reod haG Dcny obse?;Qtio:J.sof nur,fuers runninc up to
500, ~ost of those for tho ponds nround Norfolk, and n0t at 3ack E~y,
o.nc1 she foels that f.'fter tho hunting so,'son they CODe into the ponds
and B~ck Bay in good quantitios. The or~y record listed fro~ Mackenzie
'.7asfift:','birds January 16, 1944 at the R0fugo. McAtee (L.uk -:1:3:251-2)
s~ys that in 1909 this species h~S considered scarce at Bnck Bay, but
that by 1926 it had cone in nU!1borsand "os consideredto bo ~ore COD-
I!1Onth~.nthe Lessor Scaup. I~iiss Cooke lists then ~t Wr.shi:lZ-l;on ~"8 n
ro.thor r~ro l:TI.GrQnt and occo.siono.l in \7inter. Ti.lis 8].)oci08 is rcro nt
Po~ Islmld Rorube.

Cn:P1C's-b'::.ck. l~ythyc. vclisineria. Uinter visitor; the r;:ast co:-:r:on
duc}~ for t:-.c ereo.. Hovel.IDol' 7 (Parkins) to Mt1rC~ 28 (ReGd); ::vorcgo
Nover1Jor 10 t::> 1.:arch 15, ~'lith poal;:s in Docor:.berand Feoruary. I3~jiloJ
had counts of tr;enty, tl:irty and one hUlldre;(l tho1.ls<:.ll~l, ~'::""ile PerJ:i:ls
lists [t l::r,xir'u:o: of 20,000. 1:. (;God a.verc[G 8001::S to 1::0 10,000. EnGlish
noted that oy 1933 t:10Y '::01'0 !:;'.lch less CC'l:.!r.1Cnthan for:::orly, and !'.irs.
Rood notes nn incre~30 sinc::> 1036.

Gr.:)Qtor SCc.up Duck. J~:'tth:,rc Dcrtla nc~rctica.

Lossor Scc-up Duck. Lythya offi::i!!. r"inter 7idtol'; comon. Octo-
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bor (Porkir.s) to April 22 (Reed); ~'VornCo Novenber 8 to April 5. rr:ur-
rc.y suys: "Tho Guidos at Cory's Club (on Knotts Is1ffild) tell wc they
can distinguish tho t~o sc~ups by thoir Dovenont in fliGht, that tho
groator is less co:~~o~ thm1 tho losser, but occurs rogulnr1y in I.inter
f.nd SO::10arc shot each senson." Harry Bniley S2.YStho Fish and V;ild-
1ifo Se:::-vice ostir,l[~tod that ~bout ane fO'.1rth of tl:e bird::; ill the lo.rGo
r&fts are the greater. Bailey has counts of 20,000 on December 4, 1939
and 14,000 December 22, 1940, with an annual average of 400 on the Ref-
uge. Perkins'estimates run from 500 to 15,000.

American Golden-eye. Glnucionetta clangula americana. ~intor visi-
tor in small numbers. November 22 to April 7 (both Reed); average Dec-
ember 5 to M~rch 1. English rcportifd a flock of 15 to 20 birds wi~tor-
lng in Tamlor's Creek in 19~4. Maximum of 144 on Broad Bay, 1larch 2,
1947 (Scott).

Bu1'1'le-head. Gla1lcionotta. albeola.Winter visitor; occurrinG reg-
ularly in small numbers. IIO"/eIWer 4 (Reed) to March17 (Grey); avorcSe
Novombol"23 to FebrLwI"J. F. H. Craighill end I i'ound a cripple .July 6,
1938 at rtash Uoods Coast Guard Station (just over tho N. C. line) which
is tho onl:r summer record. hilTs. Rood Iis.~s 150 1'rom Cape Ch£ll'los Ferry
March 27 and 28, 1948.

Old-squaw. CIGlgula hyemolis. Winter visitor; not con~on. October
4 (Rocd) to March 28 (GrGY); aVGrnge NoverJber 23 to Februc.ry. C01l;.ltS

1'rom 10 to 20 ~ d8Y are good. It is probablo t~at those birds ere more
common in tho deep '\"'laterof Cheso.pooko Bay, as I observeda hundred on
March 28, 1940 whi13 crossi~g froL Littlo Creck to Capo Charles. Nack-
enzio sar. "manY" thore on Decer::bor 20, 1944.

Vfuito-winced Scotor.l~lDnitta ~lsca §o~landi. Winter visiter; us-
ually in small rai'ts near the Rcf1lgo and in Chesr..ponke Eo.y. l'Jo'Vor.iber
2 to .Ju:le 10 (both Roed); average November 13 to Ma.rC:1. Mc.:dmu..T7lcount
of 850 on March 2, 1947 (Scott), end 200 in the 15 ~los from S~ndbridgo
to N. C. line Decembor 28, 1938 (Gray). Iflrs. ReodendHarry Boiley re-
ported 1,000 seotors of all three kinds killod by oil 1'romsubmGriLo
sip~ings in FebruerJ 1942.

Surf Seoter. 1.1ole.nitta ]?urspicillato.. \linter visitor; about like:
White-~ingod, possible 0. 1ittlo morc co~on. No~ember1 to June 10 (both
Rood); {IT,''orn.ge Nover.1ber 25 to J\:o.rch 3. I got a E.:l:x:i:rmll:lcount of 600 on
Docember 28, 1938 fror1 Sandbridgc to N. C. lino. Rives s,:ys, "I have
seen r, floel: of t coots' (probr..b1y 01' t!1is sp8cies) nt Virgillie. Bo~~ch 118
lnto as .June, .lhich for sor::.oreason had 1'0.110d to ;:r.d.grate."

Amoricrul Scotor. Oid:)r.J.in rcir:rc. <..Ji1oric::::.a. rantaI' visitor; not as
CO!!J!11onc.s tho others. ~:ll's.Rocd h:1s one record for So:pto2ber30, 1941,
but others fn11 bet'7oon NoveI1'.bor 17 ~t!1r1June 10 (both Rood); a.var:-'f;c
December 2 to 1:<:\rch 3. Ers. Hoed noted t:J.is sp.)cbs unusu:-.lly CO~le!1
in 1938 r;holl I listed450 in tho 15 !~los 1'1'0::1 tho N. C. li::18 to S[~ld-

bridce Doconbor 29th. Scott feund 681 in Chof1a:pcolw B~y April 19, 1949.
Mrs. Hood ~bsoryccl 300 as Ie.to ..s April 30, 193£1, \1Y'.d f()1.1lld threo in
Chosa!)oe.ko BGY .Juno 10, 1939. Fifty a do.y soons a Go~d count.
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Ruddy.Duck. Oxyura jruoQice~sis rubida. Trr~siont; a fc~ rdnt~r.

Septor.IDer30 (BQiley)~o DocQ~er 31 (1944 Christwns C01~t), and Fob-
ru~ry 10 (Reed) to ~i~y 26 (Reed); avc~~ge October 22 to Doc~bor ~nd
MQrch. Bailey Gnd Perkins have oach listsd as ~any cs 2,000 birds at
por~c concentrations o~d 1,000 seo~ a good a~ercge. 1~s. Reod, ~lrr~y,
and I SQ~ one bird in tho Azalea GQrdens August 14, 1944.

Hooded Merganser. Lo;@.odytoscucullntus. Winter visitor, in s~all
nUEibors..Augu~t7 to April 28 (both ~ocd); tlvorcge November 20 to lIarch
26. II:nxir:rurc. count of 60. A. H. Clark SG.';7a young r::ergt:.'!lscr at four
foet- ~hich he took to be this specios - in Lynnhaven Iruot on July 3,
1938 (R~ven 9:52).

~

Americ~ Lmrgansor. Mer~us Dorg~~sor ~cricnnu8. Spring trrillsient
in s~ell n~~crs. Janu~f 9 to March 16 (both Reed]; average late Jan-
uary to early March. ~70 fall records: December 22, 1941 (Reedj with
25 birds; and one bird November 25, 1943 (Mackenzie and Barefield).
These birds soem to prefer fresh-water ponds among tho woods. M2~imum

60 on January 18,1949 (Reed).

Red-br3asted Merganser. Mergus serratore Winter visitor; co~on,
and more common in the March migration. Hecordod in every month of the
year. Mrs. Reed obsorves that malos arrivingin November arc usually
in eclipse pl~ogo or young males; that in JGnuary and Februa~y males

predominate, uhile in A:;;>ril \Ie have mostl:}T females. She also thi:nks
that in March there is <:ldefinite move away from the sc~. Her count of
2,000for the poriodFebruary24 to March 5, 1939 is the maximum. In
crossing theFerryon March 28, 1940 I notic8dthctbirds~erc abundant
in ChesapeakeBo.y, and that all were males.

Turkey Vulture. Cetho.rtes ~ septer.trionn1is.Common resident,
less common in su'"1I!lcr from mid-April to lo.te .August. Counts for ";linter
ra3go from 30 to 60, Dnd in su~n9r 20 is a good nUITiller for one d~y.
Gould listed it as nosting but gave no data. Ikrs. Reed has obsorved ev-
idencos of a migration i::: October and Ma.rch of severnl ye,ITs. In 1941
on October 3Cth. she rccord8d 94 birds, IThich is tho lcrbcst cou~t for
a day; aGain in 1942 on October 8th. ~ith tho wind from the south she
observod large numbers in three groups boati~g thoir ';78yinto the wind;
end in 1940 on October 3rd. she noted n good n~IDIDer that appecred to be
migrating.

Bl~ck Vulture. Cor~r:y£s' atratus. Resident;common in ~~er, scerc-
er i1: mntcr '\7ith three recorda for January r'..,,"1dti70 for Fobrur.I".i. This
species is not as rcgul~rly ebserved ns tho Turkey Vulture, nor are
thoy observed ir.as l~'fe nw:ilicrs. Counts of 10 to 20 are D.verQgoQ~d
102 is tho ::lr.-.xiJ.'D..111:.l!;nblis~ found (t Host wi th t~;o 0Cf..s in th.J or:d of
0. rottun lOG at Lo.l\:o Jcycc ~.;ay 1, 1933. Tl'lo first rocord of this spoc-
ies for Vircinir. 17GSDcdo by John 1. Dc,:'lio1 ~:;: LynchburG ~ho roportod
in 1902 that it uas t'\ net unco::!!:on su.:.::mer residant in Nf41sm::ond C01.mty.

Shnrp-shinnod Ho k. Accipi ter striatus velox. Unco!":JGO;:'mntcr vis-
1tor. Sopte~:lbcr 30 to I~~arch17 (both Rood), r'.nd Gould Sf':;!ona r.slate
ns April 30. 1~s. Reed h~s observedevidencesof micration in October,
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and Gould says, "Loose flocks seen in Cape Henry

gather preparatory to crossing Chesapeake Bay."

ing for these birds in lato Sopte~ber as 55 were
the southern tip of eastern shore - on September
many other ha~ks (Raven ~fII:21) .

re~ion, where seem to
It would be worth watch-

reco~ded at Kiptopc~e-

30, 1945, along ~ith

Cooper's Ho.~k. Acci~ter cooperii. Resident; fairly common. Gould
found a ~est near Money Point but did not list the date. ~~s. Recd

says, "Most common bre'3ding h!l';7k, except Osprey and Bald Eagle, regular
nest or r..tStur:1PY Lake, Seashoro Pc.rl<:,~md road to De..'1lNeck.7I

Eastern RGd-tailed Heuk. Buteo jamaiconsis borealis. Unco~on res-

ident (no records for Soptember and October). 1~s. R00d says: "Ono

pair, and probebly tTIO betTIoan Sondbridge and Willic~3 (ncar B~ck Bay
Post Office). One pair may have bred in dociduous ~oods bet"oen Kemps-
villo ~~d Princoss Anne Courthouse. An immature bird seen April 26th.

and May 21st., 1~42, botween Sandbridge end Willi~s." Gould listed
nests at Bayville and Providence.

Northern RG1-shouldorod Baryk. Buteo lineatus lino~tl1s. Resident;

more cormnon then Red-tailed. Mrs. Reed noted ~n increaso in this spec-

ies as ,nntor visitors since 1940. "Gould listed it as nesting but gCve

no data. 1~s. Reed fGols certain it nests at Stumpy L(~ef Soashore

State Park, and Kompsvillo.

Brocd-wingod Hnr!l<:.,Bu...teoplatYJ?terus rl~typterus. Trl"'nsient; re-

cordod once in fall and nino timos in spring. Reed saTI one Septereber

10, 1946. Barefield Gnd Roed idontifio6 one at StUillPY Lclco on tho a-
mazingl:,'G[',rlydate of :5'ebruo.ry 18, 1941. The oth'3r d£ttes fall bet-:-:-oen
April 15 e.nd !.In.:;T20; in er:ch Cc.so one bird has be~m seen by Read. Her-

old Bailey in Birds of Virginia S2YS thoro are no breoding records eGst
of RicrXlond. Since t1:oso birds are scarce breedors aVGn ~t Charlottes-
ville, it would add a great QC2l to our knoTIledge if someone ?ould keop
(\lookout for l1.ests, 0nd thus help det::::I'1:1ine the rfJ1go in the Stn:to.
The birds brood nt R~leigh,N. C., ao that they nnsht ,roll como east-
ward as far as Richmond.

.American Rough-legged Hank. Bute~ lo.,~opus s-.ioh~1.nis. Lester Yl<:J.lsh
and ?"~s. Reed so.:; one ~t Knott's Islc.nd on tho Virginia side on I'Io"lem-
ber 16, 1931 (Ravon v~, p.3, 1£35). Tuo uore s~on by ITalsh, li~s. Reod
and others Jel1Uary 2, 1949 on the Christmas Bird. Cour:t. Mrs. Reod de-
scribes anothcr Jc:r:U<;"I'~T27, 1949 "miCr,:tLlg OVC:;:'opon pin"::; woo::1s, cc1c
fields Cl11dcern fields 110<::1'Princess kinG Court.i1ouslJ. ObsCirvecl it:;; pow-
erful flight, li~~c~~ englo's. As it circlod to asc(;~d,~hen ~bovc car,
whitearCl<)s on priLlc.ries a:'~d 7Thito tr..reat (3 \':"hito c~rcc.s) "ere c:':1spic-
usous. It wes hG2.vily strccl~ed i'ro:-!: shoulc~ors to 1100:1, ::md r;hi to 0:;:-
tended "\"10110')7.11 on t:. i1. SidG vie;-;, it c.ppoe.rc.:'] lic~t :from :;;hou,lda:::-s
to head, contrasting Iii th dark of back n:1r} body. It -.;11ee1cd am: sOl.:'.rod
rcpidly, s'.700ping 10\7 over cane (:;rasses like a i.: "rs~ Hai';'~<:."

Golden

obsorvod at

37,1944).

Ea[le. Aquilo. chr~rsactos cp..llo.'1'J!lSis. 0:'10 immature bird ,,:,o.s
Littlo Creo!\: M::y 11, 1944 by Loc~w L. I~Qckonzie (R8.vcn 15:
Mrs. Reed sal. an adul t ~t Sa...'1dbric1GcNO~lO!J1ber20,10"'ZG,
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boing attacked by a Bald EDglo. "When I first '\7C'.tchedthem, the Bcld
EaClo ~~s hQrroving the Goldon Engle, ~s if trJing to slap it ~ith its
\.ings. Then it m~noeuvered to get above the Gold~n Ecglo, and fou~
times it me-de terrific ltmgos do,.TI en the back of the Golcion Eagle. At
first the Goldon paid no [':ttcmtion at all and kept on comi!:g toward mo.
HOTI0ver, when tho Bald Eagle began striking from abovc, it "heeled to
evc.de Qnd cscend." .

SouthornBaldEngle. ,!iclic.eetus lOUCOCGph.:11usleucocophelus. Res-
ident; f2.irly comr.:on. !.~~xinDJIJcount of' 14, J~munry 2, 1949 (ChristI:lD.13
Count) j avero.go count three. Reed h~s recordod it nesting by ?cbrucry
13th. nnd young in nestby April 4:, 'tGnd r:cll-fo::thered young in nest
April 23rd. Nesting cro~s in Scushore Stcto Pc.rk~nd Cottage Toll Ra.

noer Sewell's Point Roc.d. ~r~lish citGd n nost in 1933 vhich hed boon
occupied for the pe.st 15 years.

Me.rsh Hawk. Circus cyaneus hudsonius. ':iintor visit,:,r; fnirly cem-
mon. July 29 (Roed, Darden a~dGrey) to 1~y 20 (Mc.ckenzio); c.vGrGgo
August 25 to April24. RecontmG.J:irmlI!1count is 8 !Undo tmce in Ducom-
bore 1.. fOr5er maximuLl is 15 m:J.deby C~lpS, Crosby QIld Griscom 01: Dec-
ember 30, 1923.

Osprey. P~~dicn hc.lie.etus carolinensis. S~er visitor; comson.
February 11, 1943 (Barefield) to Dcce~3r 19, 1943 (Barefiold); Dvercge
March 7 to D0coY<.ber6. Lctually th8 bird h~s been recorded in 070ry
:month of the Y3flras the V. S. o. field trip port:)' on Jenuc.r-.f 2.1, 1932
obse~ved t"o birds. 1~s. Bar~ficld felt certain her bird ~ad just 2X-
rived, as she h~d bean uatchinc all uir.tcr for t~cD frou hor hOwe on

Littlo Croek. It is possible that the January dc.te Ims r..lso ~n ~,rrival,
but more likely a bird which had st::'..yedon throu;;h the eE:.!'lypurt of
r.inter. Nests arc cc~cn at Sandbridgc, and English reported a tct~l
of sevon nesting sites for the cOlli~ty. Nesting fro~ Lpril 14 to l~lG~St
28 uhan tr;o young TIere observed in Q nest. Ma ::imulllcount 37 on j~uGUGt
16, 1941 when 1~s. B~refield took tho~ to be migratinGe

DuckHauk. Fnlco percQrir.us anatum. Tr~!lsiant;unco~on, a little
more co:m:r..onin 1'ell than sprin~. .i~Uf..;ust13 (Rood nnd Bnrofield) to J.a!l-
uary 3 (Reed) anu March 10 (Reod) to r.lay 5 (V.8.0. field trip). i7hilo
I have only nine dotes for seven years and Reod h~s 18 records for 10
yo~rs,I have the i::lprossionthat nt lO:1st ono l'ird cl:,n usu:'11y 1:;0soen
at B{'.ck BOo::"HefuGo ner.rly any day in f~.ll. F. H. Crc.iGhill and I ri8.tchod
one on Saptenbor 2G, 193FJ chnsiEg HerriZ1:~ Gulls and boinG' chased by thO!1
in turn over Back Bay. It looked likea Gru":le~s nei t!1Cr spccieG seor:iCd
\'ory exc i ted .

Enstorn Pireo!! Hr-,i7k.F~lco colu:~:bQrius columbC'rius. Traasient j un-
common, !nore co~on in fall. Scpte~i.>er 12 -(Reod) to Deccr.-!ber20, 1'.)23
(~. S. Crosby recorded a Go~d vie~ of one on the Christ,,~sCensus) and
April 14 (r.::lckonzie)to iJay ~I (Reed). Mrs. Reed and. VirGinia Pickell
observed 20 birds OIl September 1'/, 1948 coming into Seashore State Park
trom tho r,eneral direction of Cape Charles.



Page 62 . ....... July-August, 1950

East€rn SparroVl Ha':7k. Falco Epar'larius sparverius. ResidcYlt; not comn:on,
moro cornmon in winter. Three a d:J.Y300:.'13good, I:i th Ivj~cki3I2zia ob:JervinG
15 on April 28, 1945. Gould recorded it ns nesting, ond English i'ound
a n'3st at Ocean Vieil in 1934. Grey observod a pair in i'.I::ty1941 end
July 1944 no~r Shore Dri\/'e and Little Creck, but could find no evidence
of nestinG. 1~s. Reed notc3 it ~orc co~on in Nove:.u)or and December,
and again in February, and that females are more ofter.. seen than l:le.les;
but she has not observed fuiY migration in numbers.

Eastern Bob-uhito. Colinus vir~i~~s . . vir~inir.nus. Resident; com-
mon. 1!axi~~ for ono day 2 coveys, 26 birds. R00d found nest end11

Texas Bob-white. Colinus vir?,innus texanus. Introduced species that

has inter~ngled with the above and is nOil indistinguishable. ~~glish
sa.,,: three that :;er talccn' by hunters.

Ring-necked Pheasant. Phnsi~I2us colchicus torquatus.
duced species. Some ~ero liberated in Back Bay territo~:
sew ono on Lone Isl~~d December 7, 1939. No record since
apparently the birds have not survived.

Another intro-

w'1d li.irs. Reed

that dr::te and

King Rail. R::llus elegans elog(-1!ls. Resident; c:lmmon in SUrilTIlOr, scarce
. in wintor. We i1::ve no FGbruarJ records. Young May 18 ce.rrying food and

June 15, 1938 Reed observod en adult :lith 8 young. They ::'31'0 f('rl:lOr1~r
found in tLG mcrsh cn Cottage Tell Rd. nec:rthe chemic~l pl~u~t,~~d be-
yond Lefc.yette Street. Lester W01sh so\;' one on Knotts Island Ho';ember
14, 1931.

Northern Cl~~per Rail. R~llus longirostris crepit~n~. Resident
wh3rc7er there are sr.ltmars~es. Recorded so fDX only in sD2l1 ilusbers;
more common in Sumr.1or. ~'/e have no Ja.nuary or ~oveI!ibor records. Gculd
observed one 'Christmc.s1924 \7hen the ,:eather -::as ten degrees bGlo77 Z3ro.
Breeding: YO"ur.g I~y 30 (Reed) to July 3 (A. H. Clark). Young hr.ve often
been soen fr~~ the ec.stond of Lynnh~en Bridgo on the ~a11 island ac-
ross the channel.

Virginia R~i1. Rallus lirdcola li~icola. We hc.vo only seven r0corcs

in 19 ye~rs, in 02eh easc a single bird, by Rusl-::in Fre.;r, Jt.,r..n B. Lo-::is,
end M. G. Leris; I,hy 1, 1937 by Ers. Reed; Februr.:ry 6, 1944 Jack Perkins
eQughtone in a duck tr~p end ObSOrlGd one AUGust 20, 1944 ~,d So,tC1J-
ber 3, 1946; Zrs. Herbert Thor.Ipson h<:ld O~1Ccll SU~r.:lcr at her plr-co UJlti1
October 13, 1948; S0ptc~bcr 8, 1918 Virgini~ Pickoll sr.~ one at Virgin-
ie<. Bench. Rives in the Cetal~gue of 1890 ostL!lUtos the rt:;tio of these
as one to fift~r Sora. H. H. Bailey in t~e Birds ')f Vi:~ [..:inirl 1910 esti-
mated one to t~onty Sorr:.. -- -

Sorr.t. Forz",~/) cnrolinn... Transient; prob::.bly !~lUch !~ore COcrilO:l then
our seven records in f,)urteon yor:.rs ,;ould i::1dic!"":to. .April 15 tc Jur!e
29 (both Roed) ruld Au:;ust 9 (Pickoll) to NOvc.t:lber 18 (EnGlish). To gGt
c~y nccurnteidoa of those birds it T.ould be nCCGS8c~r to hunt G ~r:.rsh
"\iith:) dog.
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Black Rail. Lntor~llus j~~cicensis pyprneus. English Sai7 one Ap-

ril 28, 1932 ~t S~~dbridge. Probably ~cre cornr.~n,but this is our
only record.

Purplo GDllinulo. PorhY~lla martinica. 1~s. Reod had n good look

~t one ten feet fr03 her in Pungo i.Brsh ~xy I?, 1938. jack Pcrki~s

pickod up a dead bird in g~cd condition on the bo~ch et tho Rofub3 i.fuy

19, 1946. Tho only other record for the Stcto in this century is ono

brought to MUrrey alivo at Lexington M~y 16, 1940.

Florid4 G~llinulo. G~llinul~ chloropus ccchinncns. Trr~siont in

small n~~borsj r~e as a sur.cor7is;tor. In :~gr~tiun M2~ch 19 (B~ro-
field and Vfuitti20ro) to May 19 (Roed), and Septe~iller30 (Rood) to Oct-

ober 30 (Barefield). Sucoer records are: Reod sew a young bj.rd at

Stumpy LNCO july 3, 1938; ~dults ~cro seon June 2, 1942 ~~d july 14,
1940. Austin H. Clark S?~ two on the ceuSGTIoy ~t Knatts Isl~~d July

4, 1939; Pickell ~~d Rood SG~ one August 6, 1946 at the Lotus Por~d,
Si&80 ROQd, ne~r Pungo.

Coot. Fulicc ~~erice~a. Wintor visitor; cc~on. Septe~bor 18
(English) to M6Y 17 (Reed); average October 25 to April 19. Mcxi:~m

20,000 (beth B~i19Y and Ferkins). O~e seen by Grey and Reed July 29,
1940 {it S[:.l t Pond, near D[:tl neck.

Shorebirds

Our area is not porticul~rlygo~d for shorebirds~ This is sur-
prising as tho birds certainly ITdgratetr~ouGh in qUQP-titics,and they
o.roabundant on so~~oparts of Ec.stcrn Shore and clso at Psc IsIG:ld to
tho south of us. The only oxtonsiv~ i"illlQflcts that I k:l':'w8ro r.ttho
10der end of Back BQYRerilgo, r~d SODO araj~d the Douth of t~e rivcrc.
I have not found the flats in LynnhG7en usc~ to Dny 8:L'Cr:t e:;:temt.

It would bo a fL~e piece of \lorkif the V.S.O. could hel, build
a shcllo~ pond en the Refuge, usi2; a Iou sr~d kike thet is pl~nt8d

m. th Gruss to provcnt 1':indorol3io~, ::.>.:11 us£; the r::.bi7pterin n r!~l1ner

si!TI.ilarto frosh :por.dsen PoP, Islc.::ld Refuge. SUC:1a rIr-co uou11 1il\:O-
ly treble the au~ntity of birds ~~ could fine in ana d~y.

llliGr~tion ro~ches a peak around the middlo of Mr.y ~d c[.Qin early
in i:..u[;Ust, frequontly tho second ;;Qck. J..t sucr~ ti~es the ocec..n beach
rivals tho DUd flC'.ts ill c.bunde.T..co and v::-:riety.

Sor:eone could fbd :::.n ir.te:rcsti::'G project in !:1cking QctuGl counts
of bir-ds c-.round the RCfuE;e, sir.J.lar to those[1cu.c by Ch:.rlos Ul'n;jr 0:1
tho Ne... Jor3c~r const. Urner 71tlS nble to 0st[:blis~ trw ~bUl:~lr ce ['n(~
:Jca:L'city of oc.ch species, ~s TIoll(lStte tiECS they 7.'erelikely to ":)e
found in qUCL"'1tities(P.ird Life .£! 01:1 CrIpe, r.:1'7, StrEo, Vel. Ie)

ls.1:lerict:.n O~rster-c:'tcl~or. Hpc;:1f'toPs.s paJ.li::>.tus p~11intn::. Str'~CC1or.
H~rry Br.iloy 11::s t;:o records of ano bird o~,ch October 31, 1930 l.'::ld j.p-
ril 2?, 1940; a.n<1I SC~~one Deco:-nber 3,1949 at Lynnha"iTon Inlet. T}lC;SO
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birds nest on Cobb's Isl~nd and then skip over about 200 ~llles of coast

and are next found broeding ct Beaufort, N. C.

Piping Plover. Charadrius ::;elodus. Trnnsient in suall nunbcrs.
Mt".I'ch19 (Reod) to May 20 (Mc.ckenzie), and July 17 (Reod) to Sopt0::fuor
28 (Grey); nvercGo April 29 to May 17 and July 19 to S0pto~bor 4. Mnx-
ir.mr.l 50 with c.vGroGe for a day of two. .

SO[~DeL:.8ted Plover. Charcdrius hiaticula ser.lipnlwGtus. TrQ~siont;
abundant. April 29 to May 21, end July 16 (all Rood) to Docormor 3
(V.S.O.); avorCGo May 2 to tiny 17 and July 28 to Novo~~er 4. On AUG-
ust 17, 1939 these birds avor~Ged25 to tho I~lo in tho 15 ~los froIl
Sandbridgoto tho N. C. 1ino~ ~

(Wo do not havo a record of the Wilson's Plovor, Chcrodrius ~ilson-

1& ~lli£:. althouGh those birds nest at Cobb's Islni1d cmd are f'?irly
oo~~n at Pea Islcnd some80 milesto tho southof BackBay.)

Killdeer. Chcradrius vociferus vociferus. Roaidont. Apparently

it is COnmDn in fall rligrntion,fairly CO~don in ~intcr, and scarce in
spring as \7ellas a SunDor resident. English found a nGst May 7, 1930.
Reed got unusually largo co~~ts 1938-39 with 100 on August 10, 1938 on
Hunchback Ro~d; 200 at City Airport NovoDber 22, 1938; then 300 at
Bayvil10 Fnr.i;~January 25, 1939 after sto~~.

American Golden Plovor. Pluvialis dordnico dominicn. Unco~~n fnl1

transient. Threo birds i7sreobserved August 24 and 25, 1938, by Murray
and Grey; ~~s. Reed found elevGn Septowbor 22, 1938 at Little Creek fol-
lowing the hurricane; AUGust 12, 1944 Murray ~nd Grey found ono; j~tg-
ust 29, 1944 M~ckonzic found ono ana cnother Septenber 15, 194~ follow-
ing Pohurrica~e. All records ~Gre made et Brck Bay oxcept Mrs. Roo~ts.
These birds arc darker than the Bleck-bellied Plover, and in fli~ht do
not sho~ tho white tri1 as does the Bleck-bellied.

Black-bellied Plover. Squ;~torola squetarola. Abundant miGr~Dt,

with a fow winterinG (though January and Febl~~ry rocords ore sCGrco).

Arrives the latter part of July 0nd l0~ves in late May. Mrs. Reed

found ten June 12, 1940 and one June 29, 1942. Counts froD SCilidbridge
to N. C. line on ~ugust 24, 1938 TIere 50; and Septe~ber 28, 1938 here 61.

Ruddy Turnstone. ~ronaria intorpres Dorinolla. Transient; COWDon.
May 10 to Juno 18 ~'1dJuly 17 to OctQb er 21 (e.ll Roed); c.veraGc May 13
to June end July 26 to September 23. The birds becoEe COI:l~on in r.lid-
AUGust, but ~ro rcther scarce the first pert of the frll nlicration.
Counts fro:l Srndbridge to N. C. lino August 3, 1938 wore 200, Sopte::Jbor
28, 1938 ~Gre 43.

~~JoricDn Woodcock. Philohola t~nor. Six records: ~jrs.Ree1

ono on each :)f' follN;ing c':tos: Februe:ry 27, 1938; Doce::-J-;er 1 r1nd
19~0; cnd February 11, 1941, all of those in Sanshcro StDteP~rk.
11 sil hed one I.:r.rch 5, 1932 :1nd 111:0soon three tC'lcor~b~r hunters in
c.ror.. Gould listed it: "Not cor:r.lon, nests". Kenneth L31:los5 snw
on LonG Is1nnd~ Beck Br,y, on J<:nur.ry 2, 1949.

found
21,

R.'1G-
tho
ono
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Wilson's Snipo. Copello. gf'llinr'Eo delicnta. Winter visitor in slaall
nUID.bers. l..ugust 24 (Murrey and Groy) to r'Jr:y 5 (Rood); avorcgo October
30 to .h.pril 14. Maximur.:.4.

Hudsonian O~rlc~. N~0nius phaeopus hudsonicus. Transiont; rogulcr
in s~ll numbers. .h.pril 12 (Perkins) to May 2 (Reod) and july 17 (Reed)
to Octobor 30 (Harrf Bailey); avorago ~pril 25 to May 2 and July 17 to
Soptor~cr 17. MQXirn~1for one dcy 12. B~iley noted April 27, 1940
that a lr.rco number T.ero rllgratinG throuGh during that ~oek.

(Mrs. Reod published D. rGcord in the Raven 14:25 of throe Lonc-
billed Curlow, Nmlcnius fu~eri~ ~~ric~nus,seen on Ragged Island by
C. H. E~ell in lpto ~pril or eGrly M8Y1932, and identifiod by him in
1942 froD skins in Mrs. Rood's colloction. Elrell is an excellent fiold
~ on ~at~rfo~l, and caroful in his ostinctcs; ho~ever, like other
u~rde~s, he is not as intorosted in other birds, fu~d thore is a chance
of error, so that tho record is listed as hypothetical.)

Upland Plovor. BD.rtr~~a lon~iceuda. Straggler; tl~ce rocords.
SopteL~Gr 1934 Gould heard scvc~al flying ovor, and on Nove~er 12,
1941, ~~s. Roed and rJrs. BGrofiold se~ four. Rood sa~ six at Ko~ps-
villo Septorooer 11, 1946.

Spotted Sandpiper. Actitis r.zcularie. Trfu~sient; COEmonin sprins,
a.pparently scarcer in ffl-ll. i..pril 4 to May 26 <1IldJuly 8 to October 11
(c.1l Roed); !lvere.t;o April 22 to lIay 24 and July 19 to Septo~bor 10.
There is a fe.irly heavy r:U.gretion in nid-l.1t1y, a J.d probably the fall I!1i-
gration is just as heavY, but is not as concentrated. He have no June
record, and no rocord of breoding out of tho ~ountains.

Eastern Solit3ry S~ndpi~er. TrinF-~ solit~rie sclit~ria. Trn~sient;
scarCE in sprinG, unCOLUon in fall. Five records for sprinG: M~y 1,
1931 (EnGlish);May 6,1938 {Reed}; May 16 and 17, 1944 (Mackenzio);
May 8,1945 (Mackenzie);and ~pril 4,1946 (Reed). In fall, July 22 to
Octobor 4; average July 23 to Soptewber 17.

Eastern Willet. Cntoptro~horus Se~p~Q2tus seDip[~~atus. Transient;
uncomt~n in spring, rare in fell. April 15 to Juno 29 (both Reed); av-
erage ~pril 30 to June 11. I collected a nolo hUgust 30, 1939 near
Little Creek, and V~s. Reed observedone each on September4, 1940 and
August 18, 1942. Mackenzie observed that in the spring migration of
1945 none were seen in a year when the shorebird migration was quite
poor.

Western Willet. Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inornatus. Common fall

transient. July 17 {Reed}to Soptember 28 {¥. Ii. Craighill}; average
July 17 to September 20. Aug~st 21, 1940 I collected e ~le and a fe-
malo near Sandbridge which provod to be this form. Both birds were ad-
ults, the female being larger, with a wing of 217 rom.,a~d tho male
214 rom.,both of those abovo the averago of the Eastern ~illet which
is given by Cha~~an as 204 rom. ~fuencompared with tho skin of the

oastern form, theso two birds r.ercmuch paloI'in color. As a general
rule willots on the Atlentic coast in fall are t!~on to be tho uestern
form with an occusion~l oastorn bird sprinkled in. Tho day the above
werD collected1~s. Reed end I s;~w30 birds, ond whilo thoro rons con-
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siderable difference in size, we did not see one thct ~as different in

color from the uesterns TIe collected. August 9 through 13, 1944, ~ur-

ray Dnd I stayed at Beck Bey Refuge, TIhcro we were joined by 1£ckonzic,

soeing up to 30 willets a day, but did not list any of them as defin-
itely eastern. Other observations soem to add ~eight to the assump-

tion that the bulk of our fall IT~grants are the western birds. Counts

from Sandbridgo to tho N. C. line, 15 miles: August 10,1940 (50); Aug-

ust 2~, 1938 (173); AUgu3t 17,1938 (238); September 28,1938 (16);

August 28,1941 (300). Scott observed birds m1grnting across Chcse-

peako Bay, July 28, 1948.

Greator Yellou-legs. Tot~nus mel~noleueus. Tr~~siont; cocmon.
March 24 (Porkins) to June 12 (Rood), and July 17 to Docember 12 (both
Roed); average March 27 to June 10, and July 26 to October 30. Highest
count I have uas AU~ust 9 (30).

LcsserYellor:-legs. Totanus flavipes. Transient; common in fall,

though not ns common as the Greater; a few in spring. March 24 (Perk-
ins) to May 21 (V.S.O. fiold trip) and July 26 (Grey} to Nevember 9

(Roed); average April 26 to May 17 and August 1 to October 15. Maxi-

mum count 17, May 10 (Reod). Ono January 2,1949, Back Bay (Walsh).,

Amorican Knot. Calidris cCtl'1utusrufus. Transient; not CO!i1rilon.May

14 to May 24 and July 28 to Octobor 30 (all Rood); avorage r\~y 17 to
May 20 and August 1 to September 28. MaxiI!lUDl Septe::lber 3, 100 in ten
miles. George H. !~ckc.y in "Observations on the Knot" (.Auk X, 1893,
pp. 25-34) s~ys, "1 hDve reasons fer bolieving that they have beon shot
also in largo numbers on the Atlantic socbo~rd (Virginia), in the
spring on their way nerth to thoir breeding grounds, one such place
shipping to 1'10",7York City in a single spring, fror:l April 1 to J"une3,
upwards of 6,000 plovor, a large sh[~e of ~hich "ere ~~ets. This r.~s
about thirty years ago, but it ne70rtheless sorvod to illustrato uhnt

kind of troatI:l0ntthese birds received in those days, as Rell as since."

(Purple S~~dpiper. Erolia maritima. ~~s. Reed observed ono at Capo
Charles Dece~ber 31, 1945 (R~ven )~I, p.8) ..hieh is the second west

southern record, the other bei~g at Charleston, S. C. It would be

worth looking around the stene jetties at Little Croek fc~. slips.)

Pectoral Sendpiper. Erolia molnnotos. Tr~~sient; so~e falls in

good n~IDers; ono spring record. May 9, 1937 L~s. Reed sa~ 8 birds.

.July 17 to Nover:lber 9 (both Roed). .August 9 to 13, 1944 counts of 12
to 20 TIere seen doilyat Back B~jT. !.1QXiru~ of 25 on Scpto::1ber 10 (Mack-
enzie).

White-ruclped Scndpiper. Er0lia f~scicollis. Three recorda. !:ay10,
1948 Rood saw three at Little Crock; Septe~ber 17, 1941 at the R0fugo
Reed observed four birds; a:ldNovemb3r 3, 1949 Reed, D~rden nnd Grey
found 16 on the DUd flats at the Refuge. Tho scarcityof records is
surprising as tho3e birds are resular transients in ~J2ll nu.~ers at
the Pea Islar.dRefube so~o 80 miles to tho south.
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Least Sandpiper. Erolia mdnutilla. Transient, in good numbers, but
not as coremonas Semipalmated Sandpiper. April 28 (Mackenzie) to May 24
and :Tuly 1'1 to October 14 (all Reed); average Mey 9 to May 17 and August

4 to September 17. We have five winter records: NovcITber 16~ 1931 (Reed
and Walsh); Dccenmer 17, 1944 (W~ckenzie}j December 27,1928 with six

birds by 1,'lalshjJ"anuary 2, 1949 (Christmas Count; and J"anu.:;ry21, 1932

when thirty birds wero seon on tho V.S.O. field trip. Occasional birds

are found along the seashore~ but they are usually on the mudflats and

in the short dune gra.ss in i1et spots. Two field marks help identifica-

tion besides the legs: in contrast to the Scm~ipalmatod Sandpiper they

have a wing bend at the wrist instead of a fCirly rogular curve, end

there is more brown on tho upper brepst especially in front of the

wings. Maximum count 50 (Reod) whicn soeIT~ 10~.

Rod-backed Sandpiper. Erolia alpina p~cifica. Transi9nt in good

numbers; scarce es a winter viSitor, apparently baing absent somo win-

ters. July 19 to May 24 (both Reod). They usuclly orrivo 1r-.tc in f3J.1
end it is often past tho mdddlo of August beforo they Gro seen ovon in

small numbers. Maximum 50 on f/loy 17.

Eastern Dowitcher. Limnodromus griseus griseus. Tro~sient; not com-

mon. April 1 (S.A.Walker) to Juno 12 (Rood) and July 17 (Reed) to Dec-

ember 28 (Walsh); average M~y 2 to June 12 and July 29 to September 14.

Maximum 31 on July 17. I hqve looked for tho Long-billed Dowitcher,

soolopaceus, inthout succoss, although they are ~egu1ar transients in

smell numbers at the Pea. Island Refuge.

Stilt Sc.ndpiper. Micropalamo. himantopus. Uncommon fnl1 transient;

once in spring ~hen Reed found it May 10, 1948. Our five records for

fall ~re from August 25 to Septembor 10. September 4, 1940 (Reod, D;:.r-

den, Berofield and English); .August 28, 1944 I collocted a !no.le Q,1.dfe-

ma..lenear tho Azalea. Gardens; Mackonzie sau 5 on September 4, 1944;
and Six days later - Septomber 10 - sc.~ 14 birds, both rocords owing
at the Aza.lea.Gardens linen the water ~as 10'17and loft exposed mud b::mksj
Perkins saw 200 a.t tho Refugo August 25, 1946. Further observGtion

will undoubtodly prove those fairly rogul~r trp~sients, Gnd ofteu in
good numbers. Mackenzie notes that in addition to tho differenco in

color of logs cOj;}pared ./i th the Lesser Yellori-1cgs, the Stilt is much
more deliberate in wRlking a.nd feeding.

Semip~tGd Scndpiper.
April29 (M!",ckenzio) to :Tuno
Reed); averageMcy 2 to June
count 150 .August 13.

~reunetos pusillus. Transient; abund~nt.
12 (Roed) end July 17 to November 9 (bJth
11 and July 19 to Octobor 30. Meximlliti

Westorn Sandpiper. ErmU'.etes maurii. Fr.ll transiont; soma yc<"rs
appears common, but is sc(\rce in others. 1'7:0 spring rc:cords~ j"ul~~ 28
to September 30 (Reed) also November 2, 1938; Deco~bor 29, 1938 c~d 3
birds Jo.nuc.ry 2, 1949 (V.S.O.Count). May 19, 1945 (Iv1::-.ckenzieund Reod)
and ngainJune14, 1945 (Mackenzie).A mnle ,,-;as collected Gt SO::1dbridge
August 22, 1938 by Murray. The first record for Virginia seems to be:
"Tho Western Scill;1:p~tod Snndpi:per on tho Co:::tstof Virginir.1I by C. VI.

- - --
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Beckham of Washington (~uk II p.llO) as fo~~d by him and Henry Seobohm
at Virginia Beach, September 6 and 7, 1884. Several roero shot but or.ly
one was presel~ed. It uas soon and idontified by Ridgway. In 1944 tfur-
ray and I found this species scarce in August at Bsck Bay, uheroas a
~nth later in S6ptc~~er Mackenzie noted that at the SOBe place the
ratio was 3 Western to 1 Sernipalmated. 1fuxirnurn23 (Reod), though Aug-
ust 22, 1938 I noted thoy uere co~on ~~d equal in nULIDors to Sc~pal-
mated. One winter record: 6 birGs on January 2, 1949 (Walsh et al.).

Marbled Godirlt. Linosa fodoc.. Three rocords, but probably more COD-
mon than those indicate. .l..ugust 24, 1938 !I~rr~y and Grey obs0:'Ved ono
at Sandbridgo; SepteF-IDer 9, 1941 Reed and D~rdon sailone bird at the
Refuge; August 20, 1941 H~ry Bailoy("'observod one on the B\lck B~y Refuge.

Ruff. PhiloI:!achus pup.:nax. Mackenzi 0 noted a r.mJ.e on the I!1Ud.flats
near the Azo.1ea Gardens September 10, J.944 (Raven).."'V! P.23).

Sanderling. Crocethia albG. Abundant ~grnnt; scarce TIintervisi-
tor. July 17 to May 24 (bot"iiRced), no J~"1e records. Migration heav-
iest in Inid-rvlayand mid-August. Mnxi~ count 654 in 6 Diles (Scott
and Stevens).

Avocet. Recurvircstra awericana. One uas observed SepteDber 8 c~d
9, 1939 by Har~r Bailey ~"1d Griffith of the Biological Survey at Snnd-
bridge. S.A.Walker ~d F.H.Craighillperhaps sa~ the same bird Septon-
ber 8, just north of the Virginia line (A~~ 58: ) Rives in his Cata-
logue, p.24, quotes the foll0':7ing from Forest and Stre2D (VITI ;T8?7 ,
p.269) 'dhich Iilr..''oYrefer to this species: "A beautiful speciroon of the
large-legged ~vocet uas shot a short ti~e since on the flats a short
distance belo,;;,the City of Norfolk." There see::!".5 to be only ono other

Virginia record, of tuo birds collected at wallops Island, Sept.,1925.

Bleck-necked Stilt. Himantopus ~cxiconus. H~r~J Bailey and ~.O.

English each sa~ one, separct~ly, near Sandbridgo M~y 9, 1940. The
only other record f~r the State is a bird seon at Cobb's Islend, June

8, 1929.

Wilson's Phalarope. Stoganopus tricolor. One was seen September 17,

1941 by k~s. Reed ~1d W~s. Darden, and ~as photographed (Raven 14:24).

Northern PhaJ.~opo. Lobipes lobetus. Three records: a r:l<:!.lcr.as tak-
en Septer.:ber 27, 1899 at VirginiaBoach c...d is ill the D::iGhtCollection
c.t the JUJerican Ivfu.sewu131'Natural Histcry, N. Y.; r.:J:-s.Reodsnw13110at
Dac Neck Station after a storn Aug. 13, 1939; and Grey&~d1~s.D~den
sn~ one near the r.lOuthof Ll\1'oyette River, Hay 31, 1941.

PODCrine JaeGer. Stcrcorarius po~nrinus. Four records: lnackenzie
sa~ one at Back Bay, follo;;ing a. hurricQ."1c, Septewbor 15, 1944; 8.J.~d

Mrs. Roed and Miss Virginia. Pickell sC\';70:1<:1Soptor.:ber 20, 1944 ""hile
crossinG on the Littlo Croek-Cape Cherlcs Fcr~', t~cing it to bo this
species on the basis of tho tail feathers being blunt and not sharply
pointod; OctobGr 9 and 26, 1946 (Roed).
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Parasitic J~ogor. Storcor~rius p~risiticus. Ono bird soon near
Cnpo Honry end also at Back Bay August 3, 1939 by Rood, Dnrefic1d end
Grey; tl..'ld a bird in light :phase seen at Snndbridgo l,iay 22, 1940 by !\1ur-
ray and Grey.

Northern Skua. Cctht\rcctn s1mf.'.skuc:.. FebruaI"'J 5, 1940 Richard H.
Pough on a trip fron Florida to~York saw one bird shortly after
po.asingtho Virgirda. line. "A Northern Skua C8!i1Cinto sight a..Tldharried
the gulls in tho wake of tho boat for a fO\7 minutes. (Raven A~ p.16)

--
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Glaucous Gull. LaruJ! hYJ)~:'?.o~'!2. hy'~erbor:~u.~, Ludlo\"7 Griscom on
May 14, 1935 saw a bird in i~~t~re, or first yGor, plumage on the pilings
in the upper harbor at Norfolk. (~aven XVII.) There are two other,
records for Virginia.

Iceland Gull. Larus leucopterus leucopterus. .January 11, 1934 two
birds were seen at separate: places near Cape Henry by H. T. Helmuth III.
(Auk, 51:375). On November 24, 1944 one was seen by Vli1l1a!!l H. Drury, .Jr.,
and reportee to Griscom as follovlS: "Lynnhaven Rhodes, Thimble Shoal
Channel, feeding on garbage dtunped by ships in company with about 100
Herring Gulls, 20 Ring-billed Gulls, 15 Laughing Gulls. ThEs bird was
slightly smaller then the Herri~g Gulls; losing its buffy plumage, which
was however, still noticeable. The bill ~as dark, flight '.'lUB very light
and bouyant "hich is one of the best marks I know." (Rav~~p:'XVI p.l).

Great Black-backed Gull. Larus marinus. ~1inter visitor; uncommon.
August 20,1949 (V.S.O. field trip)to .Aprj.128 (Beiley). Apparently
occurring r.lore com;:!~onlyin February and larch of recent years. The
status of this species hes changed idthin the years covered by this paper.
From 1933 to 1943 ~"e had five records; with only one record a year for
1940, 1942, and 1943. ~'!ackenzie in 1944 observed it four times - al-
most as many as in the past ten years. Eis maxi~um was five birds
DeceIT.ber31, 1944. In 1949 iTe already have six records bet'.'leen .Jan~ary
and August with a maximum of tEsn birds February 12 (~A'rs. Reed). The
birds occur regularly at Lynnhaven, anc along the coast at Back Bay.
North Carolina has experienced a similar increase, only in larger
numbers, around Oregoa Inlet some eighty miles to the south of Back Bay.
There Sam V.aIker noticed thei::! f~'irly common in -:inter bet\"een Nag's
Head and Oregon Inlet along eight ~iles of coast ~here fishe~nen often
hauled seign and left discarded fish on the bench. Walker's ~aximum
~as 100 on December 28, 1939, and of these two thirds ~ere immature
birds. It is quite likely that the bird at Back Bay on August 20,1949
W&Sa sUIllIilering bird, and further observation may prove them su.rm:r..ering
regularly 7.i th us.

Herring Gull. Laru.s argentatus $",11iths onianus . Abundant winter
visitor; in summer an occasional adult and lli8ny iwnature may be found
along the coast at Bac~c Bay: Becomes COl'!J):;lOnabout the middle of Sept-
ember and stays in good numbers through. April. Maximumcount of 3825
by FredScott on March 2, 1947, uho at the same tir:le found only 3
Ring-billedGulls; next best count is 700 by 1~s. Reed on W~rch 18,1948
in a fieldfollowing the plow. It is not uncommon to find so;:;e 60 im-
mature birds in summerbetweenS~~dbridge~~d the North Carolina line.
In 1938 a banded bird was identified as from Wicupesset Island, Now
York; and in 1939 one 7IGS identified fro~: Rezedes Island, Q.uobec.

Ring-billed Gull. Larus delawarensis. Common uinter visitor;
some immatureremain in summer. They arrive and dopart rather like the
Herring; an(L.ara.~hero. .in the .ratio of one Ring-billed to t't10 or .three
Herring. Mrs. Reed"has :mfixinnun.counts of 1,000 birds on.NO'ILember'lO,
Decemb~r 30, and. Et'Jxch 14. .In sunnncr it is usually possible to:":find a
Qozen.imroature birds bot~ecn Sandbr1dgeand the North Carolina line.
Mrs. 'Reed notes that this species is more apt to be found in ploued
fields than tho Herring.

-- -- - - - --
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Laughing Gull. Le~ atricilla.. Abund8.nt aummer visitor; not known
to breed. February 16 (Barefield) to December 26 (Christmas count);

average April 4 to November 4. Hinter records are scorce '1ith us, al-

though the birds winter regularly around New York City and further ob-

servation miGht prove them to be with us regularly in TIinter. Murray
found a few birds near Knott's Island January 19, 1933; and English and

Gould found 150 December 6, 1931. Maximum of 1,000 on November 1, (1f:rs.
Reed) and Scott on l.!Iay 1 saw 750. May 22, 1940 Murray and I n'Jted a
large number of theso birds on the sands at Lynnhaven which were ~~ting,

although their nearest known nesting grounds wore at Cobb's Island thirty

miles away. I have noticed those birds in July and August flying low over
tho beach dunes and c8.tching insects that wore swar.rninginto the air from

50 to 100 feet above the dunes. The action of the gulls at such times

suggests the flight of the Nighthawk; rapid fliGht with alternating flap-
ping of the wings and sailing, togethor with quick changes of direction
as th8 bird snaps up an insect.

Bonaparte's Gull. La~ philadebPhia. Winter visitor; regular in
small numbers, sometimes becoming abundent. November 3 to !~y 17 (Reed);
and ~~s. Reed has one record of an iLT1aturebird June 12; average November
29 to April 15. 1'~ximum 2,000 at Cape Ifenry Dece~iller 15, 1938, with
another count of 1,000 on December 26; a good number for one day is 100.

While immature birds linger LiUCh later than adults, 1~s. Reed noted that

April 7, 1946, out of 9 flock of 80 birds only 25 were Lrmr.atllre.

Gull-billed Tern. Gelochelidon nilotica arenea. Transient: not

unCOmInonL1 fall; four records in spring. July 1'7to Soptember23 (both
Reed). In spring 1ws. Reed had recorded them ~my 10,1939; M&y 21, 1942;
and June 29, 1942; while :B;nglish reported thera June 28, 1931. r~:axL>:IUlTl
qf 40 on September 15 (Mackenzie). A few may usually be found on the
mud flets below the Refuge at Back Bay.

Forster's Tern. Sterna forsteri. Transient: fairly comeon in fall;
once in spring. July 4 (Scott) to January 19,1933 (Wurray); average
July 11 to Decernber1. N~s. Reed made the only sprinG record of one
bird March 14, 1943. However, it :tiay be that closer observation in spring
will reveal the birds to b~ here more frequentlythan we have observed
them, for at this season thBY are difficult to distinguish from the
CommonTern - the only safe distingclishinc fanture thet I have discover-
ed in spri:w.g is the voice, which in the COLlmOnsounds liko tearing silk
cloth, and in tho Forster's is a raspin[, and deep8r "zaap~t. In fall
plumage,nhon rtOsee most of our birds, the b1Gck cap is almost gono,
and the black putch through the eye contrasts sharply ~ith the "hito on
the back of the head; ~hcroas in the C~~'~n there is 8l~8Ys so~e black
on the back of thG hoad. ~JuximQ~ of 38 by Reed December 16 and Scott
found 95 off Newport Ne7.son Docember 2, 1949, with the averagefrom
12 to 25.

Common Tern. sterna hirundo hirundo. Summer visitorj fairly
com:uon. April J, to September~(both :Reed); average Lpril 24 to Sept-
ember 17. Uaximum 75 on July4 (Scott) with avercge of 20. There is
no evidenceof breedinGin our area. Englishrecordedthese birds on
January 7, 1934, but there iz sO..-e question in my mindif theymay not
have been Forster's, as Sam '.:&lker at the Pea Island Refuge did not
record them after early October; also they are not common in winter
even in :i<'lorida.

--- - -
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(Arctic Tern. ~~~ ,p.8xa(i.saea. Mackenzie reported two September
14, 1944 at Back Bay following a hurricano,(Raven, 15:87). Ludlow Gris-

com advised against accepting this sight record, even though Mackenzie

was acquainted with the birds in New England, because no specimens have
yet been tc~en below N6W York, and also because when the birds are stand-
ing on sand the appearance of being short-legged may be accounted for in

part by the unevenessof the saild.)

Roseate Tern. Stor~ dougalli.!. dougallii. Until 1949 these were
includedin this list only on the authorityof C.L. Phillips saying he
had frequently seen it ski.Jmingover the waters of !~pton Roads in May
1877 (Ornithologist and Oologist XII,p.122). On August 30, 1948 Scott
and Stevens saw fiyc at Back Bay and Mrs. Barefield tolls me she had
seon it once in sprir.g. 1furrayand I searched for this species along
Back Bay coast ]:any tim-c:s TIithout avail, and even shot a couple of terns
that we thOl~ht were this spocies but prov6d to be Common T3rns in chang-

ing plumage. Peterson suggests that the call note of "chivy" is sug-
gestive of th3 Scrnipalmatcd Plovor, and tho illoStuseful field mark.
They occur regularly at Oregon Inlet.

Least Tern. Sterna albifrons antillarum. Summer resident; fairly
common. April 15 (h~s. Reed) to October 23 (English); average April 26
to September 20. A s~~ll colony has nested on the beach at Back Bay
Refuge,with nest counts as follows:65 on June 6,1938 (S.A. Walker);
12 JUlle19, 1945 (Mac~::enzie); and 30 in 1946 by Perkins who also saw
young birds. ~Ers. Dcrd~n, !',':!'s. Grey, and I fO\L."ld 35 nests on Sand:- Hook
at the mouth of Lafayette River on May 3, 1941 - but the area VlaS soon
taken over by the Navy. l~lCh of the credit for the come-back of these
birds aftor their depletion in the early years of this century is due
T. Gilbert Pearson and the Netional Audubon Society.

Royal Tern. Thalasse11s maxirnus mzximus. Summer visitor; not
COiillnOn. April 8 (Mrs. Reed) to Decrouber3, 1949 (Scott, Stevens, and
Lawless), also,~~s. Reed and Maurice Broun found a sick bird at Back
Bay Decerooer 28, 1940; average April 13 to 8eptember 28. Birds were

especially plentiful in the fall of 1949 being seen regularly through
October; sixteen birds ~ere at Back BaJr November 3, and the one on
December 3 did not SG6m unusual. Hcr,ever, in years before this there
were only 3 records after Septe~ber. No evidence of breeding, in fact
the birds ar~ almost absent from nlid June to mid July. Iiaximw~ 40 on

May 20 (Mrs. Reed). The bost distinguishing mark is the bill - orange

colored in contrast with the coral red of the Caspian Tern.

Caspian Tern. !!i[dFE.PIP,r.ne_caspia.. Trnnsient; fairly com.11l0n.
April 8 (Grey) to May 24 (Mrs. Reed) and July 17 to December12 (both,
V~s. Reed); average April 11 to d~y 18 and July 19 to N~vember 22.
Maximum 62 on September 20, and 48 on Septelooer 9.

Black Tern. Chi]~.tc~onia~ nigra suriE..cEnensis. fall transient in
fairnumbers; two spring records. July 17 to November 28, with next
latest September 17 (all ~eed); averageJuly 26 to 38pte~~er4.
English has the only springrecordsof two birds at L8ke Drw~ond N~y 13,
1931 (this 1s in Dismal Swampand reullyoutside Oil!' territoryby some
5 mil0s), and anotherrecord of April 22, 1933 o:r~ the Bay. The birds
are casual spring t~ensients at Oregon Inlot and should occur frequently
wi th us. Maxi.mu.rr. 63 August 30.
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Razor-billed Auk. .Alca torda ~orda. "Amalewes shot in the vicin-
ity of Norfolk about October 15, 1886 according to 1~. F.S. Webster of
Washington," (.Auk LV:158). L'ih'S. Reed and Perkins fOUL'"lda dead bird and
saw two flying along coast at Back Bay December 30, 1947, ~hen they noted
that all three birds were iDm~ture end did not have the white markings on
the bill as in the adult.

Brunnich's ~furre. Uria 10mvia lomvia. Sam Walker ~icked up a dead
bird on the beach off False Cape January 26, 1939, which was identified
by W.F. Kubicheck.

Dovekie. Plautus alle alle. One collected January 20, 1923 by J.C,
O'Connor at Sandbridge, and one-seen the next day, (Auk 40:317). December
5, 1930 one was sent to the Academy of Nntural Science:- Philadolphia,
which was t~ken at Back Bay (Auk 48:~05). November 28, 1932 one seen
near t~e North Carolina lineby :J.'.7. tlilendorf (Auk 50:332). December 28,
1944 one heavilyoiled found on Back Bay by Perkins; and two dead birds
were found on the Christmas count by ivIrs. ReodDecember 31, 1944. :Jan-
uary 7, 1945 saw some that were heavily oiled but were still able to fly.
In 1949 Perkins saw one January 2 and 15 and Mackenzie and Perkins saw one
dead and one alive January 22nd.

Rock Dove. Colme.bia livia.~. SaLledomestic pigeons have become
feral and hence arc included.

Eastel'n Mournin(i Dove. Zenaidura !1!8CrOUra caro1inensis. Resident;
fairly common. In July thero are" flocks of 25 to 35. 11r~-Reed found
it nesting in 1943 at the ~i1dflowcr S~~ctuary.

(Caro1i~aPo.roquct. Conuro';)sis cOl'olincnsis ca:r-olinensis. The 4th- --.--.--
A.O.D. Check-list S~}ys "FoImerly ranged.. .north along the Atlantic coast
to southern Virginia." However, this T'light have b GE:l1the Di smcl Suamp
rather than our ter!'i tor-j'. )

Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Coccyzus ~ric~~~ ~oricE~.. StL'T'.mer
visitor; uncor:~on. April 14 to October14 (bothReed); average May 9
to Se~tembe!'28. I.:axiI!1UIll6 May 11 (Reed). English had an immature
specimen presented to him in 1932 TIhichhad been captured in the area.

Black-billed Cuckoo.
all by Mrs. Reed. TV/o i~I,,'y

1940. Bailey in his Birds
water record of breeding.

Coccyzus eryt~ro~ha~. ~lree records;
24, 1939; one Y~y 19, 1940; and one June 25,
Ef Virginia commented th8t we hadno tide-

Barn Owl. ~Jto alba pr8.tincola. Resident: apparently in small
numbers. 1::arch 20, 1949 Dr. Br'Jan Grinnan of the Edgewater section of
Norfolk took frOI~t the to'.ver of ~n old '.?ind:nill near his place six young
birdsabout tho size of bab';r chicks. The t.,70 adults had been disturbing
the community for so e ti~e so thct neighbors declared they c~lld get no
rest at night. A couplo of years p:'Gviol1sly Capt. BO'\'l1'ino.sl:ad taken
several shots at tho adults becuu.sG thoy warc a f:eneral nuisance.
Finally tho windmill was torn down to got rid of tho OTIls.W~S. Reed
found a yo'mg bird August 2, 1940 which was able to fly but had been
caught at the Wildflower Sanctuary. August 22, 1941 Mr. and Mrs. Reed
s~w adults and four young in thsbelfryof Ghent '!;ethodist Church.

----- -- ------
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Gould said: "Not common. Three young were taken from e nest in a large

wooden tank of a veneering compuny in Portsmouth 1927". Mackenzie had

one fly into the lights of his C8r June 27, 1945. English had seen two

dead birds and one that was captured. Perkins had nest and 4 eggs ~an-

u~~ 24, 1950 in the tower on Ragged Island.

Eastern Screech Owl. Otus ~sio naevius. Resident; in small nUIT~ers,
although English found it a com~on resident a few years back. ~une 1,

1941 two Y011ng birds were captured by 1~s. Darden's boys near their home

on Lafayette River. English found a nest 1933.

Great Honrad Owl. Bubo virginianus virginianus. Resident; scarce.

Gould said "One had its nest in an old Red-tailed Hewk nest near Bayside,

Princess Anne County, a few years ago". Mrs. Reed found two eggs in a

nest at lilgrim's Rest 3anctua~J ~anual~ 29, 1941, and young Februa~y

l? I 1939; and February 11, 1938. Eackenzie found t~o young .April 22,
1945 and apparently they left the nest ~:ay 6.

Western Burrowing Owl. Speotyto cunicularia h~ugaea. A.C. Bent,
Life Histories of North A.'1loric8nBird.!! 2! Prey, II p. 396, says that on
October 22, 1918 one ca~e aboard a r£vel vessel off H&Gpton Roads, Va.
Murray in the Raven, X, April-Eay 1939, p.2, checked the re~ord with

F.C. Lincoln ar..afound that it WaS pUblished by William Duncan Strong
of Berk1ey,California in the Condor 24, p. 29, 1922, where he states
that their boat IT&S just out of Hampton ~oads enroute to New York.

The owl flew about the Quarter deck for four hours, was captured the

next morning, ~nd token ashore by a marine. It was identified as a
Burrowing Owl, but Strong was not able to ma]::ethe subspecific identi-
fication, but guessed it to be the Florida fora. H.C. Oberho1ser was
of the opinion it was the western form as the Florida bird is confined to

the State and is a resident, while the western bird is quite a wanderer.

Northern Barred Owl. Strix ~aria varia. Gould listed it as a not
common resident, and English found it trTice in Black ~{ater S,..,amp:
December 1930, and November1932. I have listed no other records.

Short-eared Owl. Asic flammeus fl~~. Three records, all in
fall. r:~s.Reed saw one on CottageToll Roed September 20, 1939;
another was seen by her on the Refuge November 21, 1941; end a bird
was seen on the Christmas count for the area on December 31, 1944. R.R.
Bailey listed it in the Birds of Virginia as a rusident tact bred in the
marshes. Miss Coolee in her paper on the birds of the Waslhington, D.C.
region calls ita rare winter vis! tor with only one 1'8co:i.'d between 1891
and 1929 when she wrote.

Chuck-will's widow. Capri~llpu~ caroli~sis. Summer visitor;
somewhat uncO!1U"Ilonand locdized. .April23 (Mac~{enzie) to September 2
(Mrs. W.'J. Houston). They can fl'e Quently be heard in SeashOl'8 l)ark,
and ~hi1e I do not have data on 0thor places it is quite probable that
if one listened for the~ at night through~ut the area they could be

found in severr,l }")laces. English W8.S given (l dead bird in th8 spring
of 1932 thathad been killed by contactwith wires at the Navy Yard.
I believe we have two satisfactory breeding records, though of a some-
what unusu?l nature. Mrs. Houston told L:r8. Reed tha.t on our latest

- - ---
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date, S~pteruber 2, 1945 she had seen a fmniiy of thes~ birds, which is an
interesting late date but not improbable as they have been recorded at

Raleigh through September 21. ~fie other breeding evidence involves a

c~ange in identification ~ade by Gould, and I do this with considerable

hesitation. I did not have the privilege of knowing Gould who was

~ainly an oologist and therefore looked for nests during the day, rather

than listened for birds at night. This may be the reason that he did

not list the Chuck et all, although he did much work in the area now

known as Seashore Park, and :vhich in his de.y was referred to as "The

Desert" because of tremendous sand dunes which ware encroaching on the
heavy woods. Therefore, I thirur his record under Whip-poor-will really

belongs under the Chuck: "Not co",Il1lon,nests found at Cope Henry Ecy 17,
1908 and Ocean View Itay 19, 1915."

Eastern ~~ip-poor-will. Caprimulgus vociferus vociferus. The status

of this sp~cies is uncertain. It has not beon recorded by Y~s. Reed,

1~s. Barefield, or myself. Ep~lish listed it as 2 "gummer resident,
common in serne sections, el~rives lato ?I8ryh: March 11, 1932." Goulds

reference has been quoted under the Chuck-will's widow above. ~rs.

Marshall, wife of the superintendent of SOc-shore Park, said that ..hile

living in the Park she had heard both the Chuck and the ~Vhip-poor-will

on August 5, 1943. M~ckenzie listened a gre~t deal for owls and his oP~y

record \'Ias!118de June 1, 1944: "I went into Seashore State Park about mid-
night, hoping to hear so~e owls. Chuck-will's TIidows were singing every-

where. Closo at hand was one ~nip-poor-uill, and it was most instructive
to hear both of them at once. It would seem that this should be a breed-

ing bird," (Raven15:48). In eastern North Carolina the ~~ip-poor-will
is replacedby the Chuck, ~~d even when theyoverlap,it isusuallya
matter of one arriving for the sumr~er ond the other passing through. We
need more work on this species in the ~hole eastern part of Virginia.

Eastern Nighthawk. .Qhordeiles minor minor..!.. Not c ammon as a
summervisitor;morc COIDIrlonin migrations. April 28 to September 28
(both ~~s. Barefield);.average ~ay 2 to August 30. ~fuckenzie noted a
nest June 3, 1945 on top of a Norfolkbuilding. Between1936 and 1940
a pair used the territory between Little Creek and the Bay lli~tilhouses
were built there in such nQ~iliers.

Chimney Swift. Cha~tura pela{?ica. Summer visitor; fairly common.
April 4 to October 7 (both 1~s. Reed); average~pril 10 to October 3.
Young in nest July 28, 1939 (Grey).

Ruby-throated H~Jin~bird. Archilochu~ colubris. Summer visitor;
fairly cammon. April 4 to September 14 (both ~rs. Reed); average
April 19 to September10. ~{aximum8 September1 (~ft.rs. Reed). Nest
Jlay 24 to June 19 (Mrs. Reed).

Eastern Belted Kingfis~er. ~~cery~~ alcyon alcyon. Uncommon
resident. 1!axi~~ count 7, average 1. Y~s. Reud felt that by 1941
the birds wore less COl~~n than they were in 1936, and that they were
a little more common in wintor. Gould says they nest. ~tlrs.Reed saw
a male carry a fish into hole in bank Wildflower Sanctuary on May 13.

- - - --- ------- - - -
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Southern Flicker. Colapt~s ~~tu~ auratus. Resident; fairly
cormnon. A male colJc cted by MJ.rray and Grey on J';ay20. 1940 was identi-

fied by Wetmore as this species. Mrs. Reed records a nest in 1943.

Maximum 60 November 20, and 26 December 30. An average count is 3.

Of tan noted in the marsh gt Sandbridge. where it lights on a post or a

bush. S.A. Walker has recorded them on tho open beach. Some winter

birds should be collected as they might prove to be th~ northern form
C. a. luteus.---

Southern Pileated Woodpecker. ~ylatomus pileatus pileatus.
Resident in suitable localities, particularly at Stumpy Lake and Sea-
shore Park. !/lackenzie fotmd a nest?lay 5, 1945. Haximum 8 (Scott).

Red-bellied Woodpecker. Centurus carolinus. Resident; not common.
Maximum 6 on November 6 (Mackenzie). Are probably a little mere COIIDnon
in winter. Gould says they nest.

Red-headed Woodpecker. Melenerpos 0~Jtr~ocophGl~~ e~ythro~epha~~~.
Summer visitor; not common. Occasionally r.~ywiater. April 4 (Reed) to
~~ovember18 (Barefield). English says" a few remain during ild vTinters,
two fed at my traps during 1931-32". Ben Coffey found one Dece:nbe:i.~20,

1942 on the Christmas Census. Yhckenzie found one Jcnuary 21, 1945.
Nesting: 1~s. Reed found a nest ~ay 6, 1938 in SeashorePark, and one
at Pungo Marsh May 15, 1938; young June 16. ~urrey and Grey saw young
birds flyinG about at Sandbridge August 10, 19~4.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. .§.phyrapicus!!!~ ~i~. Winter
visitor;uncommon. October15 (lars. Reed) to Ap~il 14 (~nglish); average
November 3 to Earch 11. It is interesting th~i;English recorded these
birds only twice Dnd Gould only once; whereas in recent years ~e have
had about three records 8 year. }~ximum 5 on October 29 (b~s. Reed).

Southern HairyWoodrecker.Dendr~s vill_~~ ~ldu!>_oni. Uncommon
resident. Gould saysthatit nests. !,':aximtLT!l4 It.ay26 (XI's. Reed),
wi th average counts of only one a dCY, an,"\ that rarely. In the 1ml,::XIX
1902, p.400, John ~l. Daniel notes the first record for Virginia of the
southeL'n form of the H[iir~;: IIIn a collection of birds made during j,Ce.y
1902 by the writer in theL0ke D~~nond area of Dis~cl S~[@P, there is
a specim~n of the Hairy \Ioodpecl(er which j,)l'oves to be typical of the
EOuthern subspecies. (r}ryobates vil.los.~ auduJ?<?ni) taken I'~5Y 22, 1902."
Murray thinks that \7illi0."'J J:c.L:er vej~ifiod tho ~dentification. SO':leone
should collect a wintor specirne~for s~bspecific identification.

Northern D07lIlY I'loodpecker-. Dendrocopns pubescens :medianus.
Resident; f0.irl~' co,"mon. Goulcl sr;ys thet' it ;-ests. J..~ximu..tU-90ctober
21 (I.fJl"s. Reed); average 1. In l~:pril 1945 i"~[!c'renzie noted that Lt.
Ludwig of Portsmouth haG collected 3 birds; tv'o of i.'hich he iQeDtified
as the northsrn form (Medianus), aDj one as the scuthern form (pubescens).
Actually our birds are inten:C:Jdiotes, bet'71c.:,n these two forms, and their
identification~ight dependupon the inclinationsof the ~0rson examin-
ing the skins. Oberholscr listed speci"Gl\';:;nsf:-omsoutheastern Virginia
as pubescens (Prac. :Q..'s.1';.kus.. Vol. 18, 1895, pp. 547-550), whereas
J .H. ::tHeyOX8II11I!ed a SyGCLnGn collectc;Q by I~'iur!:ay in DisTCBl Swamp in
May hich was intermediate;, but saor!lGd to RiL;;y to be :nearer mediaEEE..

- ------- - - - -
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Red-cockaded Woodpecker. Dendrocopus borealis borealis. December

30, 1923 Caps, Crosby, and Griscom found 3 birds on Cedar Island in Back

Bay. English saw one November 19, 1933. Gould is our authority for

their nesting, and he says: "I hav~ only knoun of one pair that had its

nest in the hole of c green pine about twenty feet froD! a much larger

pine in which a pair of Bald ~agles had their nest. Both eagles and
woodpeckers fLested in tho same trees for several years, uy,til the tin'ber
vms cut." Gilbert Pearson once aI:lazedme by spotting a nest fifty yards

away in heavy woods ;:-hilelooking toward the sun. He explained that the

trick is to catch the sunlight reflected from the rosin which drips down
the tree for several feet below the nest which is usually in G live tree.

Eastern Kingbird. Tyrannus tyrannu.!!..Summer resident; cOImllon.
April 16 (Mackenzie) to September 17 (W~s. Reed); average April 21 to

August 22. Young July 14-24. Maximum 20 September 15 (r.~rs.Reed).

~rkansas Kingbird. Tyrannus verticalis. Three records. !Grs. Reed
and Walsh saw two on Y.notts Island November 16, 1931. One by ~~s. Darden,

r~s, Reed, and Grey near Sandbridf,e November 3, 1949. Perkins saw two

birds November 4, 1949 near Refuge Head~arters.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. Muscivora !orfi~ta. One shot January 2,
1852 by R.R. Taylor in his yard in Norfolk, and sent to the Smithsonian
Institution where it was exarllnedby Robert Ridg~ay and preserved in
alcohol as it was too deco~posed to skin. (Bull. Nutall Club VIII,p.59).

Northern Crested Flycatcher. ~~iarchulus crinitu3 bore~.. Summer
visitor; CO~Don. April 4 to October 31 (both ~~s. Reed); average April 22
to September 16. ~;aximum20, averaGe 6. Nest May 1 (Barefield).

Eastern Phoebe. Sayornis phoebe. Winter visitor; u~common,but re-
corded regularly. October 15 (~~3. Reed) to April 15 (~XS. Reed);
average October 26 to ?:::rch14. App8.rentlythis sp0cies is obser-vedmore
freqoontly since 1940, as Gould had only one record and Er.glishmado
only five records in 3 years. Betwe3n Gould, J:.nglish, and the first
years of !~s. nead's W)rk we covered 18 years from uhich thero were but
14 records for this bird, whereas, in recent y£ars we have as ~~ny as
nine recordsfor 3 years. '

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. Erepidonax fl~viventris. In August 1944
I saw one in the Azalea Gardens but do not find the exact date. At
Fort Eustis, on the reninsula, 1~ckenzie and Capt. Reynolds found one
May 18, 1945. !,Uss Cooke lists it at \iashington as n tolerDbl:,- cor1llon,

but local in migration", end gives the averGgo dates as i/~y14 to 22,
and August 15, to September 16.

Acadian Flycatcher. 1inpidonax~~?2P~' SC0rce summer visitor.
April 14 to October (Bot.h ;Jirs, Reed); avol'rlSo EF.'.y 10 to August 18. rJest
May 31, 1932 (Gould and H.q. Bailey) to June 8 Vlhen :,'Irs. ~teed found

three nests. Maximum five singing "~a1es on I~vy 21 (TErs. ~8ed).

Alder Flycatcher. ~mpido~ traillii tro.illii. Two records.
~ackenzie sa~:one April 26, 1944; and one ~as s~~n by Churles Stevens
and Willi~n Minor of Charlottesville, September 13, 1946.

-----
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Eastern Wood Pewee. 11vioc1:1Ei.nesvirens. Fairly common summer
visitor. April 16 (English) to ~eptember 17 (Mrs. Reed); average April
29 to September 10. 1'.LI's.Reed and Gould found nests.

Northern Horned Lark. Eremophila alpestris alpestris~ Uncommon
winter visitor; with only seven records from 1938-1947. November 25
(Barefield andMackenzie) to FebDUary 10 (Walker). I~ximllin of 60 on
December 7, 1949 (V.S.O. field trip). Rives in his CatBl~, 1890,
thought this to be the more common form along the coast.

Prairie Horned Lark. Eremphila alpestris praticola. This bird
was seerched for over manywinters before 1~s. Reed Sow one among a
flock of robins on lI:arch 7, 1940. Her other two records arfJ the maximum
count of 100 February 20, 1946 ip fields near AzeleaGerdens- all of
them showing the white line over the eye and ~ost having ~hite throats;
alsoone bird February 2, 1949. Mackenzie observed some April 12, 1945;
and then made this interesting record on IvIay 18, 1945: "One seen at
close range, sir~ing. It then ~ounted very high illthe air, singing
until it was out of si ght, but the song could still be heard. This bi:f'd
gave all the earmarks of nestillg.!I Unfortunately he did not list the
place.

Tree Swallow. Iridoprocne oicolar. Abundant as a transient es-
pecially in fall; a few winter; and we-have one br3eding record. July
19 (Grey) to N~y 24 (1£rs. Re3d); average July 29 to April 20. A nest
was found by John B. Lewis on June 15, 1927, "in an old woodpecker hole
in a fencepost between the ~pper end of Back Bay and the oce~~'.

(Raven, IX; 109). The ~igration is heaviest in April and August with

many in September. One of the amazing sieats at the Refuge in August

is to see the wires loaded with these birds for' several miles. They

are in such quantities that we may have overlooked full counts in n~ny

cases, elso they va~J considerably from year to year. September 28,1938

Craighi11 and I counted 3,000 Oceana to Sandbridge. October 9, 1946,

Mrs. Reed saw 1,000 at Little Creek Ferry and at Cape Charles some 1,500
following a hurricane. January 21, 1940 amid sno~ and ice, 1~s. Reed
saw 100.

Bank Swallow. Riperia riparia ri.]'ari8. Uncorm:10n transient; but
may be more cammon than our tW81ve records would indicate. April 4 to
June 2 (bothMrs. Reed) and August 13 to September 7 (both I~ckenzie).
Maximum 4 on hiey 5.

Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidop}~ ruficollis serriponnis.
Uncommon summer visitor. April 4 (Era. Reed) to Septernber15 IMackenzie).
Most of our records fal~. between April 15 and May 28; and July 29 to
September 15. ~rs. Reed thiru~s it nests in the region of the Wildflower
Sanctuary. English found two nests, which he attributed to the Bank

Swallow - but may be this species - at Lake Smith May 13, 1932, and
Apri 1 22, 1934. Itaxin.'UIn 175 on May 5 (Scott). Lynnhaven Inlet and
Broad Bay should be se8rched in nesting season as there are some good
banks there.

-- - - ----------------
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Barn Swallow. Hil"lmdo rustj.~ ~2-7~E!og~ster. Fairly cormnon summer
visitor.. April 4 to November:) (both 1:']:-s. Reed); average April 16 to
Septe~e~ 15. It nests under bridges everywhere in Norfolk. Nesta are
abundant in the boathouse at the Refuge where on ~i;ay 17, 1939 I counted
31, 8...Tldon May 20, 1944 there were 40. Gould says "The nesting of the
Barn Swallow in this locality has b8en of late (1930). First noted in
1925; since then has become rather common." English noted in 1933 that
it had become morecommon in the last three years since Gould wrote. By
1940 the birds had pushed therr breeding rangeas far south as the south-
eastern tip of North Caxolina where I found them with T. Gilbert Pearson
in May 1940. Maximum 500 on Eay 10 (Mrs. Reed).

(Northern Cliff Swallow. P~~rocheliaon pyrrhonotp. alb~fr_C?~. Has
not been recorded in the area, nOl' crrom the ebstern part of North Carolina
although it is a common spring transient at Raleigh which is in about the
same geographical relation to th~t state as ~ic~~ond is to Virginia. It
would be interesting to discover how far east these birds migrate in
Virginia. )

Purple I'iiartin. Progne subis ~bis_. Common summer resident. March
21 to September 30 (both ~~s. Reed); average H~rch 27 to September 7.
SOlae years back it was suggested the rvlartins we::'e not holding out so well
and I started a census for July 4th to cover the seven miles from our
cottage up Shore Drive to Willoughby Spit: in 1938 there were 112 birds;
in 1940 there uere 146; and in 1949 there uere 171 using 24 boxes. By

the ]a. st week in July the young are entirely out of the houses and t1igra-
tion begins almost immediately. In August we frequently have heavy migra-
tions along the coast when the birds cover the telephone wires as do the
Tree Swallows.

Blue Jay. Cyanoci tta cri~tata (subspecies). Prior to 1944 this
bird was considered a scarce resident in the area, found only near Great

Bridge, i'lhere one or t,;o birds could be seen on nearly every trip. In
April 1944 ~ary Leigh reported to }~s. Reed that she had seen two Blue
Jays in Norfolk City. In Iune 1945 Mackenzie sa~ one in th0 yard of

Captain ~cGlome at Oceon View. On the Christmas Count Dec0~~er 31, 1949

four birds ,lere recordod; t>10 by Stevens no£r Pungo and two by Grey in
thewoods a mile below the Refuge at BackBay. Collectingone of these
birds might prove it to be the Flo: ida form cristats,~ot yet recorded
from Virginia, though found throughout easte~n North Carolina.

Northern Raven. Co~ corax ]2.:::'incjyalis. November 14, 1931 four
birds were seen at Knotts Island,by Lester Walsh and Mrs. Reed. I~s.
Reed also recorded one at Stumpy Lake June 2, 1942. Welsh sa:rs: "I
have recorded tre se on each trip; soxootimos as many as 4 individuals,
and am wondering if they breed in this vicinity." We havo no breeding
record in the State except in t~c mountains, in fact they appear to be
scarce even as transients east of the Skyline Drive. ~lalshalso saw
one January 2, 1949 (Cr~istmas Count).

Southern Crow. Corvus brachyrrTnchos. .:E§.l1lu1!.. Resident; cOPJt1on;
appare~tly t10re oommon in vinter,when it is probablethat so.~ at least
are the Eastern Crow, brac~yrhynchos. Engliah rec~rded them as nesting.
~iaximum 105.

-- -- ------
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Fish Crow. Corvus ossifra~us' dom~on resident; though apparently

not so common as the abo~ ~axiDiua 1[6. No positive breeding record.

1~s. Reed and English noted it hovering over the water and picking up

food from gulls. There is a difference in the flight pattern of the

Common Crow which flies in a straight line, and the Fish Crow which

frequently veers to the side.

Southern Carolina Chickadee. Parus caro1inensis caro1inensis.

Resident; not common. Murray and I collected one at S~ridge August 26,
1938 which Wetmore identified as this form, thus adding a bird to the
Stato list. Young April 30 to I\iIuy18. Maximum 38. It would be worth
while collecting a winter bird for subs~ecific identification.

Tufted Titmouse. Perns bico10r. Fairly common resident; apparently

a little more fre~uent1y found than the Chickadee. 1illximum 30 on October

6 (1~s. Reed) with an average of 5. Gould listed it as nesting. W~s.

Reed says, "I think there is u gener&l increase of Titmice in fall over
and above the regular fa~u1ies. I have noticed this at the ~i1dflower

and the Pilgrim's Rest Sanctuary. Probably just Q gathering of f&mi1ies

from surrounding territory to QOr8 favorablo places."

Wllite-breasted lfuthatch. Si tta c3rolir:8r~ Earolinensis. Uncommon
resident; with only 13 records in 10 years. r!~s. Reed obsarled two on

June 2, 1942 be1m.., Stumpy LaIre, nhich may have been breeders. Reed and
I found one August 27, 1941 at the junctionof highways603 and 625.
Just outside our ter~itory at Ft. Eustis Gackenzie recorded it breeding
May 18, 1945. Apparently the birds have becoae more common in recent
years as Gould did not list it, and English observed it only once. Col-
lecting might prove our bird to be the southern fo~ which would add a
bird to the StAte list.

Red-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta canadensis. Uncommon winter visitor.
September 11 (Y~s.Reed) to 1fuy11 (Barefield). Mrs. Reed reported an
unusually heavy l:ligration in 1941 fromOctober 21 to November4. One
hundred birds were reported November 21; 1943 by :,lalcolra .P.ndrews and
Audrey H. Claugus in Seashore State Park.

Brown-headed Nuthatch. Sitta ~usilla pusilla. Locally common
resident, ~~s. Reed thinks they are increasing in numbors. ~'~s. Barefield

had a fine study of them in the Raven l4:34-3?; and recorded young bifds
out of the nest gay 23 and August 10. N~s. Reed reported 50 on the
road to Pattorson's Marsh October 29, 1947.

Brown Creeper. Certhia familiaris americcna. i'linter visitor;
regular in small nuribers. October 6 to April--14 (both N~S. Reed);
average November 3 to li~.:.rch1. Maximum4, average 1.

Eastern House Wren. Troglodytesaedon aedon. Fairly commons~~er
visitor; occasionalin Dinter. ~pril 2 to Nove~£er 7 (both t~s. rteed);
average April 15 to September 8. ~nglish has a record for February16,
1931; the Christmas Count of January 2, 1949 listed th~ee; and Stevens
found 3 December 31, 1949. Ii.'urray and I took an. aaul t mF~e near Lynn-
haven Inlet July 22, 1949 ~hich uetlliore identifiedas pedon. It is

------- ----



Page82 THE RAVEN September-October, 1950

possible that bsldwini is "Dresentat times as Oberholser in his descrip-
tion of this form listed o~e taJ::onat Sl1'.ith's Island, Northmnpton County,

j,~y13, 1910 (Ohio.Journal.Scier~ 34:86-96, 1934). !1:rs.Reed reports
two broods a yesr.

Eastern ~inter Wren. Troglod~~es troglodytes hiemalis. (Stevens).

Winter visitor; sca~ce, ~ith only 12 (Scott) records in 16 years. Sept-
ember 17 (Mackenzie) to March 26 (r~s. Reed). 1fuximum 3 (Scott). Gould

had only on~ record of this species, and English recorded it but twice.

Bewick's ITren. Thryamane~.Eew~cki~ bewickii. Tne present status
see~~ to be that of a straggler, TIith 4 records in recent years. 1~s.

Barefield December 7, 10, 1939 with two birds on the latter date; and

November 26, 1941. ri~axkenzie saw one December 9, 1944. Gould has this
illunlinating note; "In 1906 when I first ca.~e to Berkeley, Virginia,

now a part of Norfolk, Bewick's ~ren was quite common, nestine in my

Olose neighborhood and having as e singing perch a talephone pole in
front of my house. Several other pairs were noted a short distance away.
At the.t time thero were no House Wrens about. Ai'ter the House ~Nrens

began to raove in end by 1914, th9 Bewick's Wren had moved out. There
are still a few in the county (1933), one was hecra singing on a farm

near Fentress, VirginiA., In 1931." Witmer Stone in Bird Life at Old
Cape Mey observed that this species is seemingly rare where the-HOUSe
Wren is common.

Carolina Wren. Thryothorus 1udovicianus ludovicianus. Resident;
common. Maximum 25 singinG males. It appenrs to me thQt this species

is not as ~lentiful as it is st Raleigh, North Oarolina, or Charlottes-

ville. Gould re~mQrks that: "It nests verJ early ~arch 2, 1932, one
egg in nest, and on 1~rch 6, 5 eGgs. Temperature March? was 24 degrees,

and 011March 10 it ";"las17 degrees. .All eggs hatched on l'Earch23, and

all young raised." June 19 Mrs. Reed found young just out of nest.

Waynet S Long-billedi~1arshWren. Telmatocytes palust::,'is V!cynei.
Abundent SUlnmervisitor in the salt mal'shes; a fev; reml;in in winter.
March 7 (Gould) to November 29 (Walsh); average April 14 to October 19.
Our two winter recordsprobablydo not represent the true status; five
birds December30, 1923 on Cedar Island by Caps, Crosby, and Griscom;
and four birds December31, 1949 by Stevens,Scott and Lawless. I saw
an immature marsh wren - with yello:vlininr:, around th'3 mouth - at Se.nd-
bridge Decer~er 29, 1938, but ~as not successful in collecting it; I
take for grcntcdit was this species. Howell and Burleigh collected
s"Decimens at Pungo ~!J;;y 17-20, 1932; which thev identifiedas waynei
(AuR: 51: 249-250). ~glish found nests r.:a:T29. Long-bills migrate in
sornequantitiesas late es I.:e.y20, for in 1941 I foundmany in P. 171arsh
near Little Creek, and all birds were gene next aay, nor did any nest
in the .TIarshth6.t SU1'TJi."'1er.Collecting 'flight prove them .E..al~stris.

Short-billed Marsh ~;ren. Cistothorus plotensis stellaris. Winter
visitor; feirly common. August 9 (~hlrray) to l~ay 20 (Howell :md Bur-
leigh); averegeAugust 22 to April 30. Maximum 16. There is a possibil-
ity that this species breeds in the county, end to prove such would
extend its breeding range southw3rd from Cornfield Herbor, ~Cary18nd.

--- --- -
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Burleigh and Howell May 17-20, 1932 found six pairs in an open Dmrsh

near Fungo, and took thero to be :aired; but were not able to return
later to locate nests. (Auk 51:249-250). In a trip in 1936 from May

30 to June, Howell, Tyrrell~ and Duvall, were unable to locate any nests
in the IDursh. tfurray and I began searching the marshes in 1938, and

August 22 took a male at Sandbridge, TIhere he was singing in company
with six or ~ore birds. Since his test os were lDUCh enlarged we as-

sumed the speci9s had probably bred in the marsh that surmncr. However,
thero TIOS the fact that "e h8d no June or July r~cord. In following

years I ax~dned many mSQ~shes ~ith no results, and tho ."arsh at Sand-

bridge TIes burnt over so ~any ti,~es that it became poor territory.

August 9, 1944 Murray fOlUld four birds near the Refuge headquarte~s,

but the birds were gone next day, which forced us to the conclusion they

were ~~grants, and that migration begins very earlj', These birds are

fairly e?sy to distinguish in the field by their under-tail coverts

which are almost orange compared to the whiter ones of the longbi11s.

Eastern Mockingbird. Mi~ :polyglottospolyglo:ttos. Common resident.
r.;:axiInum 20; average 10. Nest Apr il 16 to Eay 2, second nest June 2
(Mrs. Reed).

Catbird. Dtu~etellacarolinensis. Common SunL~ervisitor; a few
may be found in winter. .lfurch2 (Scott) to October;averageApril 17 to
September20. Our few winter records are: December20, 1923 sixbirdson
Cedar Island (Caps, Crosby, and Griscom); January 7, 1933 (English);
February 20, 1941 (Dobie); January 2, 1949 ten birds (Scottand Stevens);
December 31, 1949 sixteen birds on Christmas Count. Nest l~y 20: young
June 4" to August 16 (Mrs. Reed).

Brown Thrasher. Toxostrnnarufum rufum. Summer visitor; common;
actually recorded every month in the year. Average:~~rch 9 to November
7. Nest April 8 to July 2; eggs July 22. Young April 29 to June 15
(rlrs. Reed).

Eastern Robin. Turr1us migratcn.' ius rr~gratorius.

Southern Robin. Turdus migratorius .Bchmsterus. Resident as a
species; unCOlrumon except in spring migrctions. January 18, 1939 r~s. Reed
saw about 1,000 birds, and on January 22, 1941 some 500 were recorded.
The number on Christmas counts ranges from 3 to 250, with 25 as usual,
which suggests they !:laY not winter in any large nU.1!ibers. Burleigh and
Howell collected a breeding bird at Pungo on their trip M3Y 17-20,1932
which proved to be achrusterus. The easternform is includedon the
strength of heavy migrations through the :fields in Ilarchand April, since
in North Carolina, C.S. Brimley and I collected from these flocks and
found them to be !iligratorius,the southern form apparently using lawns
in towns in preference to the open fields. Rest April 22 (1~s. Reed).

Wood Thrush. Hylocichle cr~stelina. SQ~er Tisitor; not common.
April 14 to October 6 (both !~s. Reed); ~~s. Darden and Helen Lester
observed one October 22, 1942. AverageApril 20 to September 17. ;h's.
Reed found 3 nests 1943. Maximum 8 compe~ed to Scott's maximum of 75
at Richmond.

- ---------- --- -
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Eastern Hermit Thrush. Hy10cich~a B.'!.~ faxoni. Winter visitor;
fair1~' common. September 20 to t!6Y 6 (both NlI's, Reed); average October
12 to April 26. Maximum23 (Scott), average 2.

Olive-backed Thrush. Hy1ocich1ft ~ata swainsoni. Uncommon fall
transient; two spring records. September 20 (:Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Darden,
McI1waine) to November 5 (Mrs. Reed). On October 15, 1943, rJ1rs. Reed saw
14 birds. Mrs. Reed saw it May 11, 1939, and ~~y 21, 1940.

Gray-cheeked Thrush. Hy10ciqhla minima !Jlinima. Scarce tre.nsient.
1~s. Reed has seen it May 1, 1940; ~ay 24, 1941; October 15, 1943; and
October 16, 1941.

Veery. Hy10cichla fuscescens fuscescens. Spring transient; uncommon.
May 2,(Mackenzie) to ~~y 25 (1~s. Reed). Ten records for five years, but
probably more common than these indicate.

Eastern Bluebird. Sialia ~ia1is sialis. Resident; uncommon in summer
when counts of 3 are average, but more co~on in winter with counts of 15
to 25: maximum 40. 1~ckenzie noted migrations ill September. ¥~s. Reed
found it nesting March 25 to May 20.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. Po1iopti1a caerulea ~~. SUmmer visitor;
fairly conmon. March 29 (~rs. Reed) to November 27 (~~s. Barefield);
average April 5 to Septe.nb:::r 4. I\1aximum34 (,Scott), everage 5. Nest
April 14 (3nglish) to June 4 (Mrs. Reed) young May 13 to August 11. In
1943 Mrs. Reed found five nests.

Eastern Golden-crowned Kinglet. Regulus satr6~ satraa1. Wintervisitor; uncommon. October 16 to bpril 17 (both, ~~s. Reed; average
November 3 to arch 13. Iv.!8ximum25.

Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Regulus calendula calendula. Winter
visitor; regular in small numbers. October 15 (1~s. i,eed) to ~wy 10
(English); average October 30 to April 5. Maximum 44(Scott); average 3.

American Pipit. Anthus spinoletta rubescens. Fairly common winter
visitor. October 16 to W8rch 21 (both, Mrs. Reed); average October 27 to
March 3. Maximum 383 on J8nuary 30 (1~s. Roed); average 75.

Cedar Waxwing. Bombycilla cedrorum. Erratic winter visitor. August
20, 1949 (V.S.O.) to Mp.y14 (~~s. Reed~. 1~s. Reed has a maximum of 115 on
February 29 and 117 April 7. She saw a good manyof these birds while
crossing the Capo Charles Ferry October4, 1946 and three birds CGIDGaboard
the ferry. 1~s. Reed also reports a reDaI~ab1e flight of these in 1947
when Mrs. IVlarshalland Nlrs. Moss sa": 150 on iiilloughby 3pi t on :.1arch 17,
and on March 18 had 300.

Shrike. Lanius 1udovicianus. (Subspecies). Winter visitor; rare.
Nine records all between deptember 12 and December 31; never more than one.
It is probablethGt both fo~ns, 1udovicianusand migrcns occur. In search-
ing for shrikes alo~f the Virginic-North Carolina line during the breeding
season they do not appear to breed east of Petersburg, Virginia, and

--- - - ----- -
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~furfreesboro, North Carolina. The northeaster~ tip of North Carolina

appears to have no breeding birds, although they are common to the west
and south of this area.

Starling. St~~ vulRaris yulgaris. Resident; abundant; flocks
of 1,000 not unusual. H.R. Bailey records one shot in Norfolk County,
January 8, 1912, four drys after the first bird was recorded for the
State on January 4 in :iarwick County. He cited that the Norfolk bird was

one of a larg8 flock to appear during a sudden change to cold weather on

January 8 (~30:274). Gould seys he saw his first bird January 2,1921
and they began to nest April 28, 1921, with a second brooij June 2, 192~,

(Auk 40:336). English observes they were first noted in numbers in the

spring of 1932.

White-eyed Vireo. Vireo griseus 8riseus. Summer visitor; fairly
common. April 1 (Mackenzie) to October 29 (Barefield); average April 11
to September 28. Four young May 20. Maximum 13 on May 5 (Scott).

Yellow-throated Vireo.

visitor. April 4 to WillY25

average April 22 to 1~y 13,
as "common summer resident.

records I have listed it as

Vireo flavifrons. Transient; probably summer
and July 20 to September 29 (all, Mrs. Reed);
and July 29 to September 8. Gould listed it
Nests." Since we have no recent summer

a transient.

Red-eyed Vireo. Vireo olivaceus. Summer visitor; co~~on. April 4

to October 16 (both, ~~s.Reed); average April 26 to September 17. Maxi-

mum 15, normal 4. Nestin~ ~~y 13. ~e have no satsifactory counts, and
they are probably much more common than our maximum count indic~tes.

Scott has recorded 131 in June along the Chickahominy River just east
of Richmond.

Philadelphia Vireo. Vireo philadelphicus. Y~s. Read ahd ~~s. Bare-

field Baw one September 30, ~94l in Old's Woods Route 615; and one was

observed at the ~ildflower Sanctuary flay 5, 1945 on the spring census.
(Scott and Earle L. Vlhite).

Eastern Warbling Vireo. Vireo gilvus gilv~. 1tts. Reed saw one
lWaY 11, 1943 at the Wildflower Sanctuary.

Black and White garbler. Mniotilta varia. Transient in small

numbers; scaree summer visitor. April 8 (Mackenzio) to May 26 (~ws. Reed)

and August 25 to October 10 (both, l~'s. Reed); average April 18 to May

18, and September 20 to 28. Our only breeding record is May 24, 1941

when an adult was seon feeding two young out of nest in woods below

Stumpy Lake (1tts. Darden, W~s. Reed, 1~s. Barefield, Grey). Bailey in

Birds of Virginia 1910 listed the:.1 as- al~riving .April 5 and said, "those
from the north pass through till August 30". Maximum 10.

Prothonotary'liarbler. Irotonotaria citrea. SUmmer resident; common

in cypress sw~~ps. April 4 to Septefiwer 14 (both, 1~s. Reed}; average

April 17 to August 4. Nesting £pril 22 to 1~y 18; eggs May 21; young

August 8 when Mackenzie and I found two adults feedin3 two young out of
the nest near the Azalea Gardens. Mrs. Reed found five nests in one

year at 1'lildflowerSanctuary. MaxilIlUDbirds 5.

- - - --- -- -
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(Swainson's Warbler. Limno~E1ypis swainsonii. Has been found out-
side our area in Dismal Swamp, and also from ~e~~ick County on the
Peninsula, so that it would be expected in cane breaks ~ithin our area.
So far we have searched for it in vain.)

Worm-eating Warbler. Helmi theros vermivorus. Wirs. Reed found one
September 12, 1946 at the ~ildflower ~8nctuary. At Cape M&ythere were
only two records listed by Witmer Stone in 1937, and 1~ss Cooke lists
it as an unCOIT~~nsummar resident at ~ashington. This is a species
whose status in eastern Virginia needs clarification.

Tennessee Warbler. Ver~vora ~eregrina. ~1rs. Reed observed one for
a long time September 15, 1944 feeding in persinID10n trees near the sand
dunes at Seashore Park (The Season, Audubon Magazine, January-February,
1945) I believe this is the only Tidewater record, and in North Corolina

they have not been recorded ecst of Raleigh.

Orange-crowned Warbl~r. Vermivora celota caleta. One observed by
Ludlow Griscom in the livo oaks of Cedar Isla'1d-inBacle Bay on December
30, 1923 (Bird Lore 26:31). This rer:J8ined our only record till February
9, 1948 when Carl Bucheister identified one at Y~s. Herbert Thompson's
with Mrs. Reed and others. A record that I have some doubts about was a

bird reported at Virginia Beach by ~~urice Richter, Jr., of New Jersey,
on ~arch 31, 1948 (Raven 20:33). At Washington it is accidental,taken
only t~ice and in October; Maryland has two other records. On the basis
of records at Cape May ~~d Charleston, South Carolina, I would have

expected this to be a scarce but regular transient in our area.

Southern Parula W,arbler. Composthlytis parula americana. Smnmer
visitor in small numbers; more common in migrations. l1arch31 to
October 16 (both, Mrs. Reed); average April 15 to October 6. Nesting

May 21 (ft~s. Reed). It is probable that our nesting birds leave in

August, as the~e are few records for August or early September, with
the fall migration beginning around Septe~er 20 with counts of 25 and

50. It would be worth collecting some of these late birds as they
would probably be the northern form pusilla.

Eastern Yellow Warbler. Dendroica ~etechia aestiva. Summer

resident; fairly COIT~~onin the shade trees of Norfolk. April 4 (W~s.

Reed) to August 10 (Grey); average April 15 to July 21. Nesting May
13 (English) to Uay 24 (N~s. Reed). This species is recorded at Cape

Mayas late es September 30, so that we may have migrants passing

through later than we have recorded them. It would be worth looking
for one of the Newfoundland Yellow Warblers (Dendroica petchia anL~icola).

Magnolia ITarbler. Dendroica N~gnolia. Rare transient; three fall
records,once in spring~ W~s. Barefield saw it October 8, 1941; t~ac-
kenzie October 8, 1944; and 1~s. Barefield and Dobie October 30, 1941.
I saw one on Long Island May 17, 1941 on the V.S.O. field trip. 1:~s.
Herbert Thompsonreportedone to l~s. Reed March 17, 1949 ~hichis at
least six weeks earlier than the first date for Ch2rlottesbille where

- --- - - -- - - -
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the birds are common and Washington where they are fairly common. In

North Carolina they have not been reported east of Raleigh. H.H. Bailey

says, "A few migrate through Tidewater about May 1-15, and also again the
first week in September." This is another species about which we need
more infor.mation from th& area east of Richmond.

Cape May Warbler. Dendroica tigrina. Transient: scarce in spring
according to our records; not co~non in fall. Most recoras are by 1~s.

Reed. Her only spring record is May 13, 1943 at the Wildflower Sanctuary,
but felt sure she had been hearing the song some days before this. In

fall she has six records: September 20, 1939; September 28, 1943; September

15, 1944; and September 22, 1944 (six birds); Octaber 6, 1944, and October

10, 1947. I found four birds October S, 1949. a10 was found in winter,
December 31, 1949 by Scott, Stevens, and Lawless.

Black-throated Blue '.:~bler. Dendroica caerulencens caerulescens.

Scarce transient; usually recorded singly and 3 a day seems to be the

record. April 14 to May 24 and October 8 to 14 (all, ~~s. Reed). This

is one of the species that is supposed to udgrat0 along the coast, and
is common at Cape May.

Myrtle Warbler. Dendroica coronate coronate. Abundant winter

visitor. August 29 (Dobie) to May 5 (Scott); averaGe September 30 to
April 25. Becomes common by late October and diminishes in abundance

after the middle of March. Maxinnun 627, December 31, 1949, and counts

of 200 and 300 are not unusmal. I had thought of these birds being
abundant along the coast in fall and working inland in late winter; but

we have counts of 300 for M8Y. Someone might add to our knowledge by
tclring accurate counts of these birds throughout the fall and winter.

Black-throated Green Warbler. Dendroica virens virens. Transient:

not common. Gould lists it April 28~ 1923 and May 22, 1922. Mrs. Reed
found it in sp~ing only April 5, 7, 16, 1942 and April 30, 1944.
However, Scott found it common April 16, 1950 in Seashore Park, listing
32 birds. In fall it COines through in small numbers fro:n September 22
to October 14 (1~s. Reed). Wayne's Warbler Q.~. wa~~ei breeds in the
Dismal Swamp, but has not been recorded from the Norfolk area, hence all
records are listed under virens.

Cerulecn \larbler. Dendroica cerulea. Gould S8:}TS: "Only seen once,
May 16, 1922." This is a remarkable record because these birds migrate
through the lower ~,:ississippi Valley, and mainly west of the Blue Ridge,
being found as far east as Charlottesville, where they breed in so~e
quantities.

Blackburnian Warbler.. Dendroica fusca. ~~s. Reed saw it September

10, 1938; and September 22, 1946 at the'liildflower Sanctu817. N2ckenzie

reported that v~s. Philt had observed a male May 13, 1945 in the Pilgrim's
Rest Sanctuary off Granby Street.

-- --
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Yello~-throated Warbler. Dendroicc dominica ftominica. Scarce
summer resident; as a tr?nsient not uncommon in spring TIith only five

fall records. March 20 (1~s. Barefield) to W~y 20 (1~s. Reed); average

April 1 to May 6. In fall it has been recorded August 5, 1922 (Gould);

September 10, 1942. Septembe~ 16, 1943; and SeptoffiDer26, 1946 (all,1~s4
Reed). Also on September 16, 1946 by Stevens and l1inor. Y~s. Reed saw

a bird carrying nosting material April 26, 1943 at the Wildflower S~~c-

tuary. The scarcity of broGding birds is surprising, as they nest in

some abundance in eastern North Carolina and in Virginia west to
Charlottesville.

Chestnut-sided liarbler. Dendroica pensylvanica. Y~s. Reed has two

spring records of one bird each on May 11, 1939 at Seashore Park and

April 23, 1940.

Black-poll Warbler. Dendroica striat~. Transient: abundant in spring,
somewhat unconmon in fall. May 2 to June 7 Iboth Gould) and 3eptember 10
to October 29 (both, l£~s.Reed); average in spring Mey 7 to 24. Gould
says, "Uncommon spring migrant. . They frequent old fields, end fields of
spinach, kale, cabbage, and turnips in large numbers." Most of our

records are for wooded areas, rather than as Gould for fie)ds. Fall

nmximum 12, ~ith no good counts for spring.

NorthernPine --:arblor. Dendroica "pinus pinus. Resident; more
common in migrations with a feT. wintering. Returning birds arrive in

late February end become common in April and again in September. Nesting
April 22 (Urs. Reed) to Zay 20 (J5a«kenzie): young June 8 (1\.rrs. Reed) to
August10, 1944whenMurrayand I found adult feedingyoung on the wing
at the Refuge. Maximum 72 (Scott).

Northern Prairie Warbler. Dendroica discolor disoolor. Summer

resident: SOlne years fairly common, while in others they are rather
scarce. April 7 (W~s. Reed) to September 29 (Grey); average April 14

to September 23. Common during latter part of April. Young May 20 to

July 3 (Grey). I found these birds migrating along Chesapeake Bay as

early as July 26, working eastward as though the Bay were somewhat of
a barrier to their migration.

Western Palm Warbler. Dendroic8. palmaruIil palmarum. Scarce transient:
seven records between October 11 and April 10. October 11, 1944 (Y~s.
Thomas Thompson);October 20, 1942, and~~rch16, 1947 (~ws. Reed); I
found it April 10, 1947; Stevens saw 3 near Pungo DeceQber 28, 1948;
January 2, 1949 and December 31, 1949.

Yellow Palm ~arbler. Dendroica palmarum hYPochrysea. Transient;
some years fairly conrQon;scarce winte~ visitor. Gould listed it a rare
winter visitor,giving~~rch 1 and 8, 1923; and January 20 and 28, 1925.
I have seen it only April 10, 1947 at StumpyLake. Before 1946 Mrs. Reed

had recorded it only Novenilierg, 1939 when she saw t~o birds an~ Lpril 25,

1944. In 1946 she made the following records: spring -March 13 (3 birds);
April 16 (7); May 20 (2); and in fall - September 7 (1); October 15 (3);
October 29 (4); and NoveIT~er 1(2). Here is anotherchance for someonwto
add to our knowledge by morG fuller study.

- - - - - - ---
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Oven-bird. Seiurus 8Ul'ocapillus .~urocapillu~,. Transient in
li~~ted numbers; scarce summer resident. In spring April 3 (W~s. Reed)
to June 24 (l~ckenzie); averaee arrival April 25. In fall we have five
records: September 12, 20, and 22, 1946 and October 6, 1947 (all, 1~s.
Reed); and September 13,1946 (Stevens and ~inor). English listed it as
a tolerably common summer resident; and Gould had it "uncommon summer
resident; nests." Gould's note is our only evidence of breeding, al-
though 1~ckenzie's record of June 24 must have been a breedingbird as
well as one by Mr8. Reed of June 2. It has been heard in late !.layand
early June at Little Creek, Wildflower Sanctuarf, Stumpy Lake, and
Nimmo's Church near Pu,ngo. I!.a.m:imum7 (Scott).

Northern Water-thrush. Seirus noveboracensis noveboracensis.
Scarce transient: once in spring; four ti~es in fall, all records by ~~s.
Reed. May 13, 1943 at Wildflower Sanctuary. September 23, 1945 in her
garden in Norfolk;September7, and 12, 1946 at Wildflower S?-!lctuary;
and September 15, 1946 at Stumpy. The only record of more than one bird
is that of September12, 1946 when 1~s. Reed and Miss Pickell thought
there were 12 Northern and 3 Louisiana.

Louisiana Water-thrush. Seirus motacilla. Uncommon summer visitor;

and a regular transient in small nwnbers. April 4 to October 8 (both,
NJl's. Reed); avera!~e April 22 to 1\1ay 11. Gould listed it as nesting,our
only breeding record. In f3ct we have no records between June 16 and
Septeniller 8. ~~s. Reed has seen it at Seashore Park, Wildflower Sanc-
tuary, Hunchback Road, and 1~mo's Church.

Kentucky ~arbler. O~oronis formosus. Scarce sunm~r resident;
regular trensient in spring in small numbers. April 3 to June 16 (both,
Mrs. Reed); with May 7 as average arrival. Gould listed as rare, and
said that it nested. Scott. and Stevens furnish our only date after
June with one seen et Seashore Park August 31, 1948. It is also found
at stumpy Lake. Mrs. Reed thirilsthey are about as common as Oven-bird,
with 3 a day as maximum.

Connecticut Warbler. Oporornis a~i1is. October 16, 1941 ~Ars. Reed
and N~s. Darden saw one on Long Island at Bock Bay among the thickets
near the picnic grounds, (Raven 13:47). Since these bil~S in Virginia
seem to migrate along the motL~tains, this is an unusual record.

(Mourning Warbler. Oporornis philadelphia. This species has only
been recorded satisfactorily in Virginia an0 No~th Carolina from the
mountains, where it is scarce; but since there h8vs beeL c few reports
from our area it seemed best to list them here. Maurice Richter re-

ported a female at VirginiaBeach March 20, 1948 (Raven 20:32 and 36).
Ers. Reed has a record which shs has never listed,on which she co~~:~nts
as follows, "I remember the day Coimie Darden and I were on Long Island,
October 16, 1941. That WDS the day we saw the Connecticut Warbler.
There was quite a flight of warblers, and we were very excited. At
the timewe saw at least t'T.Owarblers 7,'hich I could not mal:e out anything
but 1fuurning Warblers. I never counted the record. It just did not
seem possible to ffiEJ.")

-- - ----
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Maryland Yellow-throat. Geothlypis trichas trich~. Abundant
summer resident; TIitha few birds rewaining some winters. 1~rch 7 to
Decer.IDer; average April 7 to October. Nesting April 26 to 1:ay21 (~~s.
Reed); youP~ N.ay30 (English). In 1934 Thomas Burleigh and Arthur Howell
found them common near Pungo and listed specimensas trich~~,with
typhicola, the Athens Yellowthroat, just over the lino in North Carolina
and in the Dismal Swamp, (Auk 51:393-4).

Yellow-breasted Chat. Icteria virens virens. 5~er visitor in

small numbers. April 16 IMrs. Reed) to October 22, 1940 (1~s. Darden

and t~s. LestGr); average May 4 to middle of July. The only records after
July are: August 12, 1944 (MUrruy end Grey at Back Bay); August 21, 1946

and September20, 1937 (both, Mrs. Reed). No breeding record. My
maxi~~ is six males N~ 24, though I have the impression this is an

inadequate count.

Hooded Warbler. Wilsonia citrina. Fairly common summer visitor.
April 9 to October 16 (both, 1~s. Reed); averageApril 17 to September20.
No breeding record. MaxirnL~19.

American Redstart. Setophah8 ruticilla. Transient: regular in fall,
much less COltlmOnin spring. ~pril 14 to June 2 and September 3 to November

28 (all, l~rs. Reed); average April 16 to ~ay 19 and September 10-28. 1~8.
Reed has tr.o SunL1er records: June 28, 1945; and July 26, 1939. Their
scarcity in spring is indicated so~ewhat by the fact th~t in 10 years we
have only 3 ~ecords for April an~ 5 for May. Maximum 19 on September 22
(Jirs. Reed).

English Sparro~. Passer doroesticusdo~~sticus. Resident. Has
spread allover the area, even to Knott's Island and Back Bay Refuge.
Young found to July 24.

Bobolink. Dolicho~ oryzi vorns. Transient; apparently more common
in spring than fall. April 4 (i,,:[rs. Reed) to 1~ay 21 (Gould) and August 24
(Murray and Grey) to September13 (1~rs. Reed); average !v:ay 4 to 17, and
September 3 to 10. My fallmcxinro:w ara 50 3nd 75 ~hile we have counts
in spring of 1,000 and 2,000. ~~s. Reed and ~=s. Barefield estimated
2,000 on rlay 9, 1940 in an impressive fli[ht w:1ich L:i's. Reed describes:
"We sirJ.p1y did not know hOT: to esti:7:.ate l;1:.e.:.1. 'I'heJT rose up in graups,
wave after wave, from the lespedeza&n~ tte~ lite~ally rained down from
the sky. With field glasses lCQkiN~ u~ a tl13 sky '.'19 could see them
pouring down before they vrera visible ',;c +:h'J l1QL:ed eye. ':L'he singing of
these bobolinks could be heard long beforc OllG r<;aclnd the fi01ds. T~e
day was on& oi.' those rare 7ermil days 21' te:r cold weather. I presume
their.::rigretion hBd been held up farther ::;outh by the vleather and "Tith
the sudden chongo the ~hole host of bobolink3c~~e north. This is the
high spot of anything I have seen in l8nd birds."

EastefIlMeadowlark. Sturn~ map-na magna. Resident; more common
in winter,~ith maxi~n of 215 ~~rch 3 (1~s. Reed). Gould says that it
nests. ~igration observed in May and October. A female ras collectod
May 20, 1940 by Murray 8.'1d Grey near LittleCreek ';"!hich Wetmore idonti-
fied as magna, slightlyinte~aediate. The birds found some 75 udles

-- - ------
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south at Nag's ReadandOregon Inlet have been identified by ~etmore as
the southern form argutul~, so that our territory is the southern limit
of mag~. There is a slight possibility that birds along the southern
edge of Princess Anne County might prove to be the southern form, as there
is quite a long gap through the middle of the county where I have not
found any mead.owlarks. In recent years they have become somewhat more
ntunerous as some of the wasteland has been turned into grasslands, and
they are. now found in most suitablo places.

Eastern Red-wing. Agela~ ~hoeniceus yhoeniceus. Resident;
abundant in SQIDffierand migrations, fairly cammon in winter. Gould lists
it as nesting. Migration is apparent in February and 1~rch and in early
September~ 1lliximum counts are 5,000 on March 3, ~~d 1,000 in September.

Orchard Oriole. Icterus ~uI'ius. Summer visitor; fairly common.
April 1 (Mackenzie) to Septep~er 28 (W~s. 14~~in); aye rage April 27 to
August 11. Gould lists it breeding.

Baltimore Oriole. Icterus galbula. 1~s. Reed has three records:
April 27, 1939; April 28, 1942; and eight birds on September 15, 1944.

Rusty Blackbird. ~ph8gus carolinus. Five records. December 30,
1923 (Caps, Crosby and Griscom) saw 13; Barefield saw 5 October 16, 1941;
200-300 were seen October 3, 1943 by Alex Sprunt, Dobie and N~ckenzie;
w~s. Reed saw 150 November 28, 1943. One was seen on the Cr~istmas
Count January 2, 1949.

Boat-tailed Grackle.

at Back Bay. fu8ximum 133.

Cassidix mexiC~illUSmajor. Resident; mainly

No positive record of breeding.

Purple Grackle. Quisc~lus ~iscul~ S~bspecies. Resident; abundant
in migration, common in sun~er, fairly common in winter. 1~s. Reed
observed them nestinG Mey 20th. nle subspecific identity is not fully
established. Chapman (Auk 57:225-233 Jfuiuary1940) tentatively identi-
fied worn specimens from Newport News as between quiscula and stonei.
H.H. Bailey identified 5 tRken at Newport Neus in ~av 1895 as the Florida

form aglaeus, (~52:27). Howell, Tyrrell, end Duvall collected a female
May 30, 1936 which they identified as .~£lae~ (Auk 54:462). Breeding
specimens should be taken for e. fullerbasis of identification. Eiaximum
2,700 March 5, and 1,000 March 14 (1~s.Reed).

Eastern CO'i7bird. II,Iolothr,.S£ ate..r. ateI'. Abundant as transient and
winter visitor; young birds have baen recorded but no adults in surmner.
August If to May 20. ;.,leckenzie found t1;70young birds fed by a Iv:arylarrl
Yello,.'throat June 3, 1944 - 1.'lhich .iould seem to indicatethat the eggs
7:ere laid by migrnting birds. ,'fo have only t o r,i1.lYdates: ILay 14, 1945
uhen ~,~ackenzie found seve 1'£:.1; and Ma~T22, 19.1,0 ;-;han Murray and I found
eight males ana dne fQt:'lo at Camp i.cndlc.ton. . ~

F .H. Craighill found trro males at Jalf.i6stovm - on the Peninsula and out-
side our terl itor:J' - klay 30, 1940. Someone should collect fem.ales in
May and see if the eGg sacs sho~ evidence of the bird having laid eggs

in the migration.
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Scarlet Tanager. Piranga ~livacea. Two records. MAY 25, 1939

lArs.Reed and Mrs. Barefield found one, (R~~X nos. 6-7 p.S). 1~s.
Reed 8lso found one at North Londing April 30, 1944.

Summer Tanager. Piranga rubra rubra~ Sumner visitor; not common.
April 19 (N~s. Reed) to Septembex'24 (Mackenzie); average April 28 to
September 6. Nesting May 20 and young June 1 (both, Mrs. Reed).

Eastern Cardinal. Richmondena cardinalis ~ardinalis. Resident;
fairly common. Young: April 16 to July 30, first and second broods.
Maximum 39,average 10.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Pheucticu~ ludovicianus. Our only record
is one Mrs. Re&d reported as seen by Wa'S.Thomas Thompson on September
24, 1944.

Eastern Blue ~Bbeak. Guiraca caerulea caerulea. Six records.

Gould listed them April 1912; English saw some alone the edge of 5ismal

Swamp April 1932; Ben Coffey of Memphis,while visiting his sister-in-law,

Mrs. Barefield, found them twice - August 15, 1936 at East Camp; and
April 17 and 18, 1939 at Witch Duck Fa~. ~~ckenzie found them May 6,
1944. :Mrs. Reed says, "In 1946 1vIiss Mary Leigh reported to me that she
and Wriss Sally Ryan saw a pair of blue grosbeaks during the week of

June 30, and that later W~ss Ryan saw male car~Jing food. This was at

London Bridge."

Indigo Bunting. Passerina ~anea. Comnon summer visitor. May 5
(1~s. Reed) to September 14 (Grey); average May 8 to August 10. On July
28 Y.rs.Reed counted 10 singing 1;181es in 19 miles by car. These birds
are not as comnon with us as they are at Raleigh or at Charlottesville.

No breeding record.

Dickcissel. Spiza americana. One was identified at Ocean View by

C.A. Reed in 1907, (Birds of North Carolina, first edition 1919, note on

page 256). ---
Eastern Purple Finch. Carpodacus ~urpureus purpureus~ Winter

visitor in small numbers. September 11 to May 6 (both, Mrs. Reed). Not

recorded in all winters. Gould saw it twice and English once. ~~s. Reed
had 16 records for the last ten years. Maxhmun 17.

Northern Pine Siskin. Spinus pinus pinus. Five records. September

29, 1941 fifty birds were seen on Holly Lene by Dick Dobie and ~'~s. Anguin;

the birds stayed for a week (Rav~ 13: 9). Mrs. Darden sa'! 15 on February
26, 1946 near her home, and saw s~~e on each of the two succeeding days.

March 2, 1947 Scott saw a flock of 8 at Lockhaven, and another flock of

23 south of' Oceana with goldfinches; he also S8\7 6 near Sandbridge,

January 2, 1949. Miss Sally Ryan saw two h~rch 21, 1949. We should be

on the lookout for these birds as Nillia~ J. Rusling of New Jersey spent

September 22 to NoveDwer 11, 1936 on eastern shore studying the migration

and reported a total of 499 Siskins at Kiptopeke during his stay.

Eastern Goldfinch.

abundant spring migrant.

1949 (Christmas Count).

Spinu~~Fisti~ tristis. Uncomnon resident;
No breeding record. Maximum 536 on January 2,

--- --
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.Alabama Towhee. Pipilo erythrophj;_1ml.mus ~asteF.. Resident; cormnon
in mul~er, a few in TIintcr. Young, May 20 to 28 (~~s. Reed and Er~lish).
May 30, 1936, A.H. I{owell, collected tp~ee near Pungo, all of ~hich
proved to be c8naster, two of them being typical. He cor,~.ented that
this Vias as far north as birds v:ere known to breed (Auk 54:462). Some-
one should collect a winter bird for sub-specific identification.
Maximum 52 (Scott).

Ipswich Sparrow. Passerculus princeps. Winter visitor. Scarce.
Prob8blJ occurs more regularly than our four records indicate: December
30, 1923 (Caps, Crosby and Griscom); a ~~le ~as tLken Docember 26. 1939
by Grey at Dam Neck, and another seen on the refugeby W~s. Reed and
Grey the same day; Dece~ilier31, 1944, one was seen on the refuge census.
They are always found singly, and in the short grass just behind tre
dunes, near the seashore.

Eastern Savannah Sparrow. Passerculus sandwichensis savanna.
Common as a Ninter visitor; abundunt as transient. Septe~()to
May 10 (both, h~s. Reed); average October 10 to May 6. Maximum 125,
next best count is 60. SOiuebirds should be collected for subspecies.

Eastern Grasshopper Sparrow. AnL~odr~~s savannarum tratensis.
Uncormnon summer resident. April28 (English end Mrs. Re-ed)to September
4 (Mackenzie). ~ws. Reed found a nest near Kempsvillel~y 24, 1944,
and there were at least 5 singing males nearby. In July 1949 I found
it near Little Creek at the er,:ergency land iug field.

Eastern Henslow's Sparrow. Passerherbulus henslowii susurrans.
SUmmervisitor; rather local in distribution. April 26 (Gould)to
August 30 (Scott);averC4~eMay 9 to August24. Found cOIJJrnonlyat
Sandbridge and lo~erend ofVirginia Beach; fo~~rly there ~as a colony
near Princess Anne Courthouse. Ho:rell, Tyrell, and Duvall took a
famale near Pungo May 30, 1936 (Auk 54:462); ~furray and I took a-- -
r~le at Sandbridge August 22, 1938, &nd heard at least two other ffing-
ing m.ales.

Conm~n Sharp-tailed Sparrow. P~spiza caudacuta caudacuta.
Seven records; spread from August 20 to January 18 and also in l~y.
Mrs. Ben Coffey and her sistel ~~s. Barefield first reported it January
18, 1944; Mackenziefound it on Knott's Island September 24, 1944; two
were found on the Christmas Count December 31, 1944 at the Refuge;
Mackenzie saw five on Key 5, 1945. It was reported three tiTIleSin 1949:
nine birds JenuarJ4; August 20th; and December 31; all of these near
the Refuge. ~etmore and Lincoln list this as the commonmigrant in
Maryland. There is no breeding record inVirginiaalthoughtheFourth
A.Q.U. Check-list suggests it breeds as fer south as Virginia. -

Acadian Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Ammospiza caudacuta subvirgata.
I took a male May 22, 1944 at Little Creek from a flock of s~~e 50
birds which was identifiedby Wetmore as this. This is the only
record for Virginia, 8lthough they are probably regular ~grants.

-- -
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.James Bay Sharp-tailed Sparrow~ fui1mospiz~ E_audacuta .altera. I
collected a male May 22, 1944 at Little C~eekout of the same flock of
sparrows mentioned above, ~hich was identified by ~etmore. This is the
second record for Virginia, the other being near Alexandria on Septem-
ber 18, 1893. This also may be ~ regular tr~nsient.

Northern Seaside Sparrow. Amrnospiza B1ar~ti~ ~itima. Not
common summer visitor. March 18 (~~s. Reed) to November 25 (1~s. Bare-
field e.nd ~,:acmenzie). Murray and I took a mal e at Lynnhaven Ma:r 21,
1940 which was idenitified by Netmore as maritima. The birds around
Oregon Inlet to the south of us are ~acgiilivray's Seaside (Ammospiza
maritima macgillj!~ail~ so that our territory is about the southern
breeding limit of ~aritima. I am always surprised st the scarci~J of
this sp~cies in Lynnhaven-Inlet, Little Creek, and some of the crecks
of the Lafayette River; these being the only places that I know it
occurs regularly. One reason may be that the marshes around Back Bay
are brackish rather than salt, and thereforo loss suitablo as a habitat.

Eastern Vesper Sparrow. Pooece~es ~ramineus gramineus. Five
records for November, December, and ..:arch. Mrs. Reed sa-': it: November
16, 1931 with Walsh; November 8,1946 on Sigma Road (Nimmo's Ch1J!I'chto
Sandbridge); March 9, 1947 at Kempsville; and !'.1arch 21, 1949 ot Knott's
Island. Stevens and Lawless saw one December 3, 1949 on Sigma Road.

Eastern Lark Sparrow. .Chondestes granmacus grammacus. An adult
was observed for about on hour at Back Bay Refuge Headquarters by the
group on the V.S.S. field trip August 26, 1950. I thi~~ it is tho only
record for Virginia eest of Charlottesville.

Slate-colored Junco. .Junco hyemalis Eyemalis. Winter visitant;
sometimes abundant, but usually in ffi~all numbers. October 8 (W~s.
Barefie16) to April 14 (~h~s. Reed); average October 12 to April 11.
Maximum 90, avera~e 50.

Eastern Tree Sparrow. Spize11a arborea arborea. Six records.
Gould had a small flock to spend the winter of 1928-29in his back
yard,arri7ingNover:lber 25, 1928. EngHsh sailthel!lDecember 10, 1930;
Ben Coffey sa~ t.ro on the Christmas Count at Back B3Y December20, 1942;
Y.rs. Reed saw 2 at Stu;npy Lr.ke February 8, 1947; :Mrs. Eerbert Thompson
saw one Karch 9, 1949; and Lester ~(alsh discovered one at Back Bay

.January2, 1949 on the Christ!PEs Count. These records seem surprising
to me as I had thought of the Tree Sparro'w as sticking closer to the
mountains. Until 1944 there was no satisfactory record of the distri-
bution of these birds in North Carolina; the few records obtainable
were for scattered flocks around l'1.sheville. I do not believe t~lat
State yet has ~ record east of the upper Piedmont, and therefore some-

one might add to the knowledge of the winter r8nge by finding a bird
in Currituck.

Eastern Chippingsparrow. Spize11a passerina passerina_. Fairly
common summer visitor; a few remain in so,: e "inters. r.lr's. Reed has
found new arrivals February 10; averuge ~Qrch 6 to October 2. I thi~~

Mackenzie has the only .Janua~~ record - .January 15, 1944. Stevens and

Minor on September 11, 1946 found young being fed out of the nest.
~~xirnum17. This is ffilotherspecies that is not as COIT~onas at Raleigh.

-- --- - -
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Eastern Field Sparrow. Spizella E~~illa pusilla. Cornmonresident.
Eggs Iliay 5; youne May 20 to September3 (I!lz,ckenzie). Maximum 35,
average 6.

White-crowned Sparrow. ~onotrich.i~leu_cophrysleuc.E.P~. Un-
com:nontransient. E'ebruary14 (I..'Irs.Barofield and Ray) to April 5 (Mrs.
Reed), and October 8 (Mackenzie)to November2 (Mrs.Reed and Mrs. Bare-
field). English recorded them December 4, 1932.

~~ite-throet,edSparr~. Zonotrichia alticollis. Fairly common
winter visitor. October 13 (~~s. Thomas Thompson) to May 11 (Y~s. Reed);
average November 2 to April 28. Me:xLmum146, average 10.

Eastern Fox Sparrow. Passarella iliacs iliaca. Not conman winter

visi tor. November 20 (VII's.Reed) to April 16 (Grey); average November

28 to March 10. I:iaxiITIU;i;50 Earcll 11, 1948 frOi"!l SttilllPY Lalee to North
Landing (1frs. Reed).

Easte~ Swamp Sparrow. Melospiza georgiana georgiana. Locally
common winter visitor. October 7 to April 28 (both, 1~s. Reed). Maximum
182 on Dece~~er 31, 1949 (Christmas COQ~t~.

Eastern Song Sparrow. Melospiza melodia lE.elodia. Winter visitor,
probably in SO,:lequanti ties, but hard to distinguish from the rosident
form atlantica. A male collected by me at Sandbridge December 29, 1938

was identified by C.S. Brimley as ~elodJ~.

Atlantic Song Sparrow. W~lospiza melodie. atlantica. Resident:
abundant in sununer, and at least some are here in winter. ~furray took

a male at Little Creek ~fuy 22, 1940 ~hich was identified as this form

by Wetmore. In the description of the fO~l specimens ere listed from

Virginia Beach which ~ere taken in December (Auk 41:147). Young May 24
to August 29 (both, 1~s. Reed). ~~aximum coun~or Song Sparrows 164 on
December 31.

Lapland Longspur. Calcarius_lapponicus lopponicus. Lester L. 'Walsh
identified one on the Christmas Count January 2, 1949 at Back Bay. It
should be 100Icedfor in company with Horned Larks and lJnow Buntings as it
should occur more frequently that one record would indicate. While it

migrates south to Louisiana and Texas, it may be rare along our coast, as
North Carolina records are ell inland in spite of careful searching for
it at Pea Island by Sam Vlalker.

Eastern Snow Bunting. Plec~rophenax nivclis nivulis. Six records
from Back Bay mud flats and Seashore State Park. Mrs. Thomas Thompson
saw 4 November 11, 1936; HarI7Bailey reported the~TI.January 1938; and
saw 100 on February 9, 1940; five were seen December6,1947 on the V.S.O.
field trip; Mrs. Read found two November 4, 1948; ~~d Perkins saw one
December 21, 1949.

- Williamsburg, Virginia
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A TRIP FROMNORFOL."iC,VIffiINIA, TO VERA CRUZ, MEXICO
By Lt. (J.G.) C.H. Blair, USN

22 May 1950 Departed Norfolk, Virginia, on board U.S. Submarine Grampus
(SS 523). On watch on deck from 1200 to 1400, about 14 lniles east of Currituck
Sound. Saw three CommonLoons, 3 Laughing Gulls, 8 Phalaropes of undertermined
species, and estimated 125 Wilson's Petrels (one flock contained about 100
birds). Also saw a scl~ol of porpoise and 5 large sea turtles. Later in the
day, while ship was submerged, watched Wilson's Petrels through the periscope.
Birds and porpoises ignore the periscope as a rule, often come within inches
of it.

23 May At sea. Stood watch on deck from 1200 to 1400, about Lat. 33 N,
Long. 74 W (about 250 miles E of Charleston, S.C.) 15 Wilson's Petrels; 1 large
Tern, species unidentified; 3 Shearwaters, species unidentified. A B1ack-
bellied Plover rode on deck for several hours.

~May Underway in Straits of Florida, 20 miles E of Florida coast.
During 1200-1400 watch a warbler a~ighted on deck but would on1~ show his
back, so I could not identify him. Two robin-sized land birds flew past the
ship about 100 yards auay, flying due west. Evidently they were headed from
the Bahamas to Florida. Sea birds, mostly too far out for positive identi-
fication: 1 probableMan-of-WarBird, 2 She21'waters, 1 mediUIn-sized Tern,
12 Wilson's Petrels. There are a1ueys 8 few petrels in sight.

25 May At sea, western end Straits of Florida. 0600 passed 5 miles
south of Key West sea buoy. 1030 Passed 10 miles SE of Loggerhean Key in the
Dry Tortugas. On 1200-1400 watch about 20 miles uest of the Tortugas, saw
6 Sooty Terns and 1 Noddyon the ~ater. These birds undoubtedly nest on
Loggerhead Key in the Fort Jefferson National MOnllitient.In April 1949 when

I was last there they came ashore only at night, going bsck to sea before
sunrise, a procedure followed until nesting commences. At 1300 ship sub-
merged. Watching Dhroug~ periscope, saw 2 Sooty Terns perched on piece of
driftwood about 50 Jrards away; they were not disturbed. A school of porpoise
joinedus for half an hour, swimmin.g within 50 feet of the 'scope. T:t1ey were
a mottled grey in color when seen at this close range. At 1800, about 60
miles wwn of Tortugas saw 8 Sooty Terns and 1 Audubon'sShearwoter.

26 May At sea, about Lat. 27 N, Long. 87 W, headed for ~ississippi Delta.
No birds in siGht all the time that I was on deck except a single land bird
and a gull-like sea bird, both too far out to ident ify.

27 May 0700 stood up Southwest Pass of Mississippi River. Innun~rab1e
birds, ~ny of which I could not identify positively. About 150 Man-of-i1ar
Birds perched and flying around channel entrance. SO~G of the species I was
able to identifywere Br,oW!lPelic an, Snowy and Ju'ileric'3n Egret, Little Blue
Heron, Caspian Tern, Laughing 3ul1, Boat-tail Grackle, Yellow-crowned Night
Heron. There were no Ospreys, Eagles, or other birds of prey. 1100
Arlchored off Venice, Louisiana,until 1200. At 1430 clearedSouthwestPass;
stood out to sel':! on courseSSW. At the entranceto the Pass there was a
sharp line between the blue sea water and the muddy brovn1river water. Around
this dividing line were porpoises by the dozen. Once offshore bird life dis-
appeared except for a single Petrel, probably Wilson's.

---
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28 May Stood up the Kississippito New Orleansand reMoinedthore
until May 30. .Aroundthe docks there/nu'JlerousRic;hthawks,locally called
Mosquito Hawks. l~er0

31 May 1830 Underwayfor Vera Cruz, Mexico. The trip do'lrn the river
is fascinatinG from an ornithologic3l point of view, but 8 submarine is not an
excursion stem~,er. I vms able to spot what I think was a \'rate::..' Turkey, 8 new

species for ~e. Identified Yellow-cro,nled Night Herons, Louisiana Ileron, plus

species S81jj1on trip up.

1 June At sea in th8 :111c1.]leof the Gulf of r,lexico. No birds to be seen.--
2 June 0845 :::ade landftlll 0::1Lexican coast. Sa,';Man-of-V/ar Bird, the
first bird in nearl~T1000 Idiles. The Gulf seemod sparsely populated with
birds compared to other bodies of water I have soen.

3-04 June .At Ve'I:8 Cruz. Birds sCBrce; I S8'.'7Black Vultures, Boat-tail
Grackle~, Loast Terns, and fuan-of-~al'Birds.

5 June 1905 Underwayfor Norfolk,Virginia. Many flying fish, but
only one bird, a Man-of-~ar Bird.

6 June At sea, about Lat. 21 N, Long. 92 W, 250 miles NNE of Vera
CruZ:- Sa~ 1 ~aughing Gull and 8 flock of 9 Terns, probably Sooties. At 1500
submergedfor a 24 hour snorkelrun, to surfaceat this time tomorro,l.

7 June Submerged. 1~roughthe periscopesa~ a s~Bll flock of Terns,
possibly the s~me Sooties. They had [illannoying way of staying just too far
from the periscope for positive identification.

8 June At sea, approximatelyin Lat. 24 N, Long. 86 W. Saw one
immature Laughing Gull, one She~later, probably Sooty.

9 June Entered Florida Straits this morning. Birds much more common
than-:fnthe Gulf, one or two in sight all d~v. Dul'ingthe 1000-1200 watch
sad 11 Sooty Terns, 3 Audubon'sShearweters,and 2 Wilson's Petrels.

10 June LeavingN end of Florida Straits. On the 1000-1200watch saw
13 Sooty Terns, 1 :!ilson's Potrel, and 2 Shearwaters, possibly one l\udubon's
and one Cory's, r~though I am not fau~li~r ~ith the latter specios.

11-13 June Enroute Cepe Eatte:ro.s.Nuu~erousWilson's Petrels in sight.
3rr;;ono Greater Sheer-:-:ater on the 13th.

14 J'une 1950
steaced 4300

days botore.

At 0800 anchored in Hampton Roads off Norfolk, Virginio, having
soa miles on thu surface or submerged since leaving Norfolk 22

On this trip logg~d 21 species of birds, and over 400 individuals.

Lake Drive, Bay Ridge,

Annapolis, I.fe.r<jland
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DISSESTIm:! OF Biilll=t2:DOWLPELLETS
By C.C. Steirly

Two owl pellets were found in a pine

February 12, 1950. Almost weekly for the past
have been seen or heard in this piece of woods

land hardwood area throuSh which a small creek
clude that the pellets came from these birds.

woods near Waverly, Virginia, on
tTIO years a pair of barred owls

~ihich is adjacent to a bottom-
runs. It is reasonable to con-

remains:
Upon dissection the pellets were found to contain the following . ,", :..~. '.:

. .....

Pellet Number one:

1. Fragments of gray squirrel reMains with considerable pelage.
33 bone fragments,the largestof which was a segmentof a fomur '~\",':.:;",.:.J.'"'.',
2.1 inches in length. Only small fragments of the skull were ,"'.

found only five teeth (moral's) were present. Of the bone frae;-
ments 12 were vertebrae.

2. Remains of one crawfish (Genus C~~) consistinf:of the large
claws and tiny frogr;entsof shell. The tl70large cla.wswere
intact. The larger of the tTIOmeasured 1.3 x.6 inches.

Pellet Nlli~bert~o: This pellet was found under the same tree at a distance of
about four feet from pellet Nlli~berone.

1. Fragments of the skeleton of a SEIDll bird. Consisted of ten

pieces, including a foot. Judging from tho size and charector

of this foot tha victim must have been a slaty junco. No
feathers ;701'e found.

2. Fragments of the s1\':cletonof a short-tailed shrew (Blarina brevi-

caudis) consistin,;;of nine pieces ~.'ith a few bits ofpola.ge-:--Ttw~. '-"

laver javi was intact and its dentition ,;aschecked against a kno-;m

Blar~~ skull. Specimens of Blarina previcaudi~ had been
previously collected in t~is woods by tha writer.

3. Remains of three crawfish (same as above) consisting of three
pairs of le.rge claws [:.no. 8.mass of tiny shell frag::lents.

4. Five pieces of the sh.ell of a snail 17e1'efound but exact identi-

fication was in~ossible owing to the ffi10llsizes of the fragments.

-- Waverly, Virginia

-- - -- - --
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if.ilfT.ER SEJBON - i949-1950 - VIRGI~~A

By F.R. Scott

The winter season Vias virtually a repetition of the precedin~ year,

and nllineroushigh temperature records TIGre broken in Janua~J. The un-

usually warm weather continued from November to nnd February when cold and

windy weather descended upon the region for the rest of the season. At

Washineton tho average daily temperature wa~ 14.6 degrees above nonnal for
January. This caused many birds to begin migrating prematurely, such as

Pied-billed Grebes and ~inged-billed Gulls at Richmond and Woodcock, Robins
and Fox Sparrows at Washington. The weather also induced many speciGs to

linger longer in the fall or to winter more col'lt;ionlythan usual, but with

the exception of the shorebirds this was not as pronounced as during the
previous winter.

Eelagic Birds. Loons appearod scarce inland, Gvon in Tide~8tsr~
One Common Loon near Richmond on December 2'7 is the latest date there for the

fall miGration. .A count of 1'70 Ho:':'nedGrebes in York County on January 21 is

the highest nillnberyet recorded there. Pied-billed Grebes wintered in

Lynchburg and quite commonly in Tidewater. A good count of 263 Gannets was
obtained on the V .S.O. field trip in Princess .Anne County on Decernber 3.

~erons. Great Blue Herons ~ere reported scarce at Lexington with
one on December 25, and only an occasional one was seen in York County.

Nevertheless, an amazing concentration of 60 was seen near Hopeirell on
January 20 feedin~; in the shallo~s of the J&~es (Scott). One immature

Little Blue Heron and 53 Blacl-cro~ned Night Herons ,:81'eseen at the Back

Bay Refuge on December 31.

Swans, Gee~e and Ducks: Interesting reco~ds of Wnistling S~ans
were 317 at Broolee;-'Staffor,3-County, on December 31 (Christmas Bird Count)

and "a fe"I' on the Ne"l"lportNews Reservoir in late February (Grey). A high
count of 20,000 Sno'.\'Geese \783 made at Back Bay on December 3, and 2 Snow
Geese and 3 Blue Geese vdntered again at Curles l~eck near Richmond. The

extreraelywarm weather caused wintering waterfowl, espGcially around Richmond

and Yorkto"iTn,to I:J.igrateearly, and numerous species, either early spring or
late fall r~grants, were noted throughout the ~intcr. .Agood e~ample of this

was '" flock of 350 :pintaiJ.s -.-llich sudC;enly appee.red at Hope71ell on Jonuary 20.
Royster Lyle found a pair of Wood Ducks wintering at Danville, and Grey re-
ports that "good numberslf "\ior0 killed along the JClPl6S and Chickahominy Rivers
during the hunting sooson. .A :nale European Teal ';iDS obsorv9d at the National

Airport on DcceTIfuer 3 (E.G. Davis) and on Docomber 31 Gnd February 22 (Barnes).
TITo Old Squa~s wcro notGd at Brooko on December 31 £nd 2 to 4 7101'0 prosent
at Lynchburg .i!'obruary 15 to April 4 (Freer). On January 29, 3600 Huddy DUcks
were seen at Westmor01and State Park.

Birds,of Prey. Favour repol~ed seeing a Gosha~~~in Shenandoah
NationalPark on January 1. An albino Red-tailed Hawk \'lasnoted near Charlot-
tesvilleon December 30. It iias completely 7.'hite except ror a reddish tn.il.
Another or possibly the S8r1.3 bire iles reported from. Pess .:ou:;ltain in Shenan-
doah National Park. One Rough-la['gad HD7k was rGportedat ..\rlins:ton on
December 31, and anotho:+ was seen at Richmond, Dec(~mbcr 19 (Scott), a first

----
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record. A third was observed at Fishers Gap, Shenandoah National Park, on
December 4 (Wetmore). S.11. Russell found 2 Golden Eagles on Beartown Mountain,
Russell County, on February 12. A nest and 4 eggs of the Barn Owl was dis-
covered on Ragged Island, Back Bay, on January 24 (Perkins). A remarkable
flight of Snowy Owls gave Virginia & winter records, although there were
many more just across the border in ~aryland and Washington. The Virginia
records, all single birds, were Bridgewater, December 4 (Carpenter); Richmond,
Decenilier 7-9 (Scott); one caught alive, Loudon County, January 2 (John II..
McCabe); Westmoreland County, early January (Frenk English, reported by a
Richmond newspaper); one trapped in Arlington (no date givon- see Atlantic
Neturalist 5: 185). Several Short-eared Owls were seen near Lexington during
the winter,and Favour caught a Saw-whetO~l on the Skyline Drive in mid
December.

Shoreb~. Grey found an Oystercatcherat Ly~~haven , Princess
Anne County, on the remarkable date of December 3. In Tidewater the shore-
bird migration lingered quite late, and a Least Sandpiper was seen at Curles
Neck on December 5 and 2 Western Sandpipers at Seaford on December 2. Red-

backed Sandpipers were present again in winter on the Vj~sternShore at Seaford.

Gulls to Cuckoos. Ring-billed Gulls migrated early at Ricmnond,

and lare:e flocks ;,ere seen passing up the .Tames in mid..January. Late Royal
T(:rns "ere seon at See.ford, Decanber 2, and VirginiaBeach, December3. Two
Dovekies uere caught in IT~ckerclnots off Chincotcague on December 9 (T.H.
Cunningham). Although out of th8 period cover'ed by this report an interest-
ing late record ilas Jr.ade of the Black-billed Cuckoo at Waverly, Sussex
County, October 12, 77hich had been dropped by EI Red-shouldered Ha'.vk (Steirly).

Passerine Birds. The abnormal number of Phoebes in eastern Virginia
wa.s undoubtedly a reflection of tho i7eath8r. Two Ravens in Chesterfield
County near Richmond, December 24, ~ere ~lite unusual (Scott). Grey and
Stevens had 4 Blue ~ays at Back Bay on December 31 where the bird has been
rare at any tim.eof year. ,Yintering House Wrens were notad at Back Bay,
December 31 (Stevens); York County, January 21 (Grey); and Petersburg,
December 24 (McIlwaine). Stevens found a Short~billed Marsh Wren at Hatton,
AlbemarleCounty, on Dece~ber26. After a light snow Grey recor~ed50 Hermit
Thrushesalong the ColonialParkwaynear Yorktovm, February 27. There were
winter reports of Brown Thrashersfrom Lynchburg~~d Danville, and both they
and Catbirds were present in central Tidewater, but less commonly than in the
precedingwinter. One Cape May ~iarbleI' \7aS observ8d closely at Back Bay on
December 3 (Stevens, Lawless, Scott). Myrtle Warblers began migrating early
and were qui to abundant by mid February at Charlottesville, Hichmond and
Washington. Several Pine Warblers wintered at Danville (Lylo), but they
were much less common at Richmond then last year. There was a large flight
of Evening Grosbeaks into !vlaryland and ~;iest Virginia ~:hicl: did not hit
Vir ginia until March. A small flock of \\'hi te-crOi\ned Sparrows remained
around the ra~ger station at Front Royal during January (1wers).

-- Ann .Arbor, 1,':ichigan
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NOTES .AND NEWS

Christmas Count. The dafes for the annual Audubon Christmas Bird

Count this year are Saturday, Dece~ber 23, to MonQay, 7anuary 1. It is

hoped that the number of counts in Virginia will '- €r.eatly increased this
year, and that participants will sand their re:por_ loth to The Raven and to

Audubo~ Field Notes (patuxent Research Refuge, Laurel, M~land).

International ~.ithological Congre~. The Tenth International
Orni thological Congress was held in June in Upsala, Sweden. The roth'ing
President was Dr. Alexe,nder Wetmore, who has always found time, with all his
heavy responsibilities, to trure en ~ctivc interost in the V.S.O. and to

attend nearly 811 of its a.nmw.l mcetings. Dr. Wetmore has beon Pr0si(ter..t

since 1938; and '.'VilI be succeeded by Dr. A. Landsborough Thomr~on of England.

The List of Birds of the ShenandoahNational Park (Third rte\"ision),
by Alexandol::-"otmorO':" ~r. ''::0tmor-;:;'S-:-latost::::ovision of his list of birds of

the Shonnnc1oah National Park 'Rill bo of great intoros~; to all Virginia bird
students. This list of 188 spocies Gnd subspociesknown to havo occurr8din
the Perk brings up to dl)to t.he work done by Dr. ~':etmoI'O in this region for
many years. He adds in this list two now forms for VirginiR~ Boroal Yellow-
shaftod Fliclwr (Colart,es :,,-.U1'8t~s bor~~~JE.) ,~;col1ected on October 16, 1949,
on the IJorth Fork of ThoI'I11:.C>-.11liun; and NewfoWndland Oven-bird (Seiurus auro-
.£.~ll~ f~ior), of vUlich ,1~. toole two specimens, one on Robertson Hou!1tain,
September 23, 1945, and one at the head of Bl'okenback Run, Septerr.ber 30, 1945.
He also gives an addi tion3.l record fwr the Western SwmrJ,pSparro'1! (Mel0.3>..Eiza
georgiana eri<?.!,-,,~), a specimen taken on J:'Jorth 'l?hornton River, October 16,
1949. This paper is Bulletin Ko. 1 on the Shenm:doah I-Tatlilral History Associ-
ation, Shenandoah National Perk, Lu.ray, Virl;inia, cmd no doubt can be
secured there.

etc., is
names is

New yernacularNam~. Audubon Field Notes, in its Season Reports,
trying to adopt standard vernecular names. 1. change in SO"le ftulli liar
involved. Those r.10St lE~ely to occur in The :rlavon ere as follm'1s:

Red-necked Grebe (for Holboell' s ); kneric an Widf:,eon (Baldpate); Common
Eider (American Eider); Peregrino Falcon (Duck }Iav~e); Ringed Flover (Semi-
palmatad Plover); Upland S[md:piper(Upland Plovor); Red IG.ot (ABerican Knot);
CommonNighthawk (Eastern Nighthavrk); Yellow-shafted Flic!.ccr (Flicker) j
'rraill's Flycatchor U.ldcr Flycatcher) j Common Raven (.Americr:.n Raven);
Soli tarJr Vireo (Bluo-headod Vh-eo); Common Yollow-throat (Maryland Yollow-
throat); "'P.ileolated Warbler (Wilsor..' s 1Tlarblor); Brown-headed Co\'?bird
(Cowbird); Jb1e~ic8n Goldfinch (Goldfinch);' ~P~na~~oo~s.S:parrow (Bac~~an's
Sparrow); Arnerican Tree Sparrow (Tree Sparrow;. .,

P0.E'~ri~~ Jae~~. John Bull 7lri tes Fred Scott thct he saw a
Pomarine Jaeger fly across the bov: of the Little Creek - Cape Charles Ferry
near the Cape Charles side on April 4, 1948.

Cliff Swallo'7. }Ir:ll'ry Jopson reports Cliff S7a110 nests at the
John Glick-farm, Centcrvil1e, Aususta County, Vi:!'ginia, on .August 5, 1950,
and at the Charles Glick fann, 3angerville, Augusta County, on July 27
(occupied);also Cliff S1!!allor's over T.:ossy CreeTe :mal'sh in the same county
on June 30, 1950.
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