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ANNUAL MEETING

The 195C Annual Meeting of the V. S. 0. will be held in Harris-
onburg on either the first or second week-end in lay. The exact
detes will be announced later.

Nr. Max Cerpenter, who has charge of the program, will be glad
to hesr from members about pepers which they may be able to pre-
sent. Send to him title of paper, length of paper, snd equipment
desired for the presentation.

oo = D000 = = =

NEST CAVITILS OF TEE RED-COCKADED WOODPECKTR
By Charles C. Steirly

tthile inspecting seed trees on a logging operestion nesr Stony
Crsek in Sussex County the vriter hed *he opvortunity to study the
nest cevities of the red-cockaded woodpecker (Dendrocopus borealis}
in loblolly pine {Pinus taeda}.

A trect of fifteen acres of even-aged loblolly pine one hund-
red and five yesrs of age was being cut clear except for sead trees.
The tract contuined un estimated 1250 mature trees. A careful
seerch of the erca as well as questioning of the loggers revealed
that only three of the troes conteined nest covitics of this spec-—
ies. These were quite evident owing to the li#rge stracks of hard-
ened resin extending ebove end below the woodpecker holes. None
of the loggers had suspected woodpeckers os the cause of these
whitish stroucks, clthough =211 of them noticed the particular trees.

4t the tinc of the vriter's visit two of the trees had been
Tfelled ond one wos alrsedy bucked into logs. None of ths cuts in
this trce hed been made through the hole. This hole was 27 feet
ebove the ground at o point on the tree eleven inches in diecmeter.
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This c¢xtendecd in for four inches until the ceavity was reached. The
hole entrance wes 3.5 inches by 2.75 inches narrowing to n tunnel
about two inches in diemeter. Pitch strecks were found five feet
above and eleven feet below the hole. IMeny recent chisel-like
workings hrd been mede and the log was conted with both old end
new exudations of resin. Severnl feathers were found adhering to
the resin in the immedinte vieinity of the hole.

The second tree was bucked into logs in the writer's presence
and the loggers were persuaded to mnke a log cut through the hole.
Here the hole wes 42 fect sbove the ground at a point 13.5 inches
in diameter. Pitch strecoks extended six feet above and thirteen
feet below the hole, which was three inches in diemeter narrowing
to & two-inch tunnel. This tunnel penetrated the tree for four
inches end extended back nine inches to the beck side of the cove
ity. The cevity itself was 6.75 inches deep as measured from the
floor of the tunnel. It was very cleecn snd approximeotely four in-
ches in dizmeter. Fecthers were found adhering to recent resin
exudrctions nensr the holee. '

In viewing the end of the log, or cross section of the trec
through the tunncl, it was observed thet the woodpecker had pene-
treted the tree through a branch stub. Observetions on the outside
of the log revecled that the old swellings where the brench stubs
had healed were barely perceptible. These bronch stubs were
slightly decayad.

The third tree, being on another drift, was not cut during
the writer's visit to the logging operrtion. An Lbnsy hend level
observation indiernted that this hole wns 37 feet ebsve the ground.

Va. Forest Service, Weverly, Va.
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"THE AWL-BIRDS" - A REVIEW

"The Awl-Birds", by J. K. Stanford, 90 pages, $2.00, 1949,
with illustrations by A. M. Hughes end &n introduction by Helen
G. Cruickshenk, published by The Devi-ideir Compeny, New York 10,
N. Y. The euthor is 2 young British wer veteran and arnitholo-
gist. The book, brsed on facts os far as the birds are concerned,
glves in fictional form the story »f the reeppearesnce of the Lvn-
cet &s a breeding bird in Englend. Derick Gloyne, the hero, hav-
ing returned with shottered nerves from s Germnn wer prison, buys
Belgreve Hall in the Norfolk mershes end settles dovn to rebuild
the bombed-out house and w=tch the birds. It is to his marshes
thet the Lvocets return tH nest after an absensec of a hundred
years from Ikngland es breeding birds. Derick finds peece of mind
&s hec lives with his birds and o scnsc of acoomplishment as he
scves the nests of the svocets from en egg collector who has de-
termined to rob them. The struggle between bird lover eond vendsl
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develops drameticelly. Indeed, it is too dramntie, for the sur-
prisec ending is tHo ruthless a solution for even such en evil as
a greedy and lawless egg collector. The bosk is beautifully writ-
ten. The illustrations ars not only srtisfying ornithologically
but erc most esttrrctivel

J. J. Murray
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V. S. 0. FIELD TRIP TO BACK BiY
By F. R. Scott

Twenty-three members £nd friends of the Virginia Saciety of
Ornithology met ~t Sandbridge, Princess Anne County, on December
3 for the V. S. 0. field trip to Back Bzy. Two trucks supplied
by Jack Perkins transported the group down the beach to the Ref-
uge headguarters where they divided, half going farther down the
beach to the shorebird flats, and the others boarding one of the
motorboats for a trip into the Bay. Later, & lunch was supplied
by the women of one of the churches neesr Pungn. '

Seventeen species of ducks were seen, including a megnificent
flock of ebout 20,000 Snow Geese. Other interesting birds sbserved
were:+ Gannet, 263; imericsn Bittern, 1; Oyster-catcher, 1 (Lynn-
heven - Grey); Semipalmeted plover, l; Royel Tern, 1 (Virginis
Bezch); Vesper Sparrow, l. The grand tot=l wes 66 species.

The observers present were as follows: H. J. Beasley, Mrs.
C. L. Burgess, Max Carpentcer, Robcort Cerrigen, Robert Ezgleston,
J. H. Grey, kuriel Hegw-od, Dr. and Mrs. D. R. Hostetter, Kenneth
Lewless, Royster Lyle, Mrs. L. He Michie, Krntherine Michie, Will-
icm Michie, Sydncy Mitechell, Jsack Perkins, Gertrude Prior, F. R.
Scott, Elizobeth Sprague, Co Eo Stevens, J. Re. Sydnor, inne %hect-
on, Mrs. C. H. Wills,

Hrmpden-Sydney, Virginiea

- = =0000 =~ = -

THE CHRISTMLS CENSUS - 1049 - VIRGINIA

Beck Bey Nationel Wildlife Refuse, Va. (refuge erea including Long
Ielné, ocesn becch from Sandbricdee to North Crrolina line, Knott's
Islend (the Va. part), Sigma, Pungo, Pleasant Ridgc, North Landing
River ferry; open formlend 5%, pine wondlcond 107, deciduous wood-
lend 16%, ocern beach 17%, marshes and inlend bey 52%). - Dec. 313

7 a.ms to 6 p.m. Prrtly cloudy; temp. 280-467; wind SU, 5-12 m.p.h.;
ground brre; water open. Nine sabservers in 1 tn 4 prrties. Totol
hours, 27 (2 in car, 5 in truck on beach end in mersh, 3 in mator-
boat, 17 on foot); totsl miles, 90 (55 by c-r, 20 by truck, € by
boct, 9 on foot). Common Lion, 1; Horned Grebe, 1; Pied-billed
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Grebe, 3; Gannet, 7; Double-crestcd Cormorernt, 2; Great Blue Heron,
10; Little Blue Heron, 1 (im.); Black-crowned Night Heron, 53;
Whistling Swrn, 2063 (2000 est., 63); Cenada Goose, 2722 .(2000
est., 722); Snow Goose, 1000 (est.); Blue Goosc, 8; Mcllard, 1;
Bleck Duck, 446 (300 est., 146}; Gadwell, 2; Buldpate, 4300 (est.);
Pintzil, 3000 (est.); Green-winged Teal, 58; Redhead, 4000 (est.);
Canvrs-back, 4000 (est.); Scrup Duck (sp.), 1500 (est.); Lm. Gold-
en-eyc, l4; Buffle-~head, 22; 0l1d Squew, 3; White-~winged Scoter, 22;
Surf Secater, 25; Am. Scoter, 95; Ruddy Duck, 8l; Hasded lMerganscr,
53 Am. Mergenser, 1; Red-breasted Mergonser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 9;
Blezek Vulture, 25; Cooper's Hswk, 2; Red-teiled Hewk, 2; Bold Engle,
8; Merrsh Howk, 15; Peregrine Folcon, 2; Sprrrow Howk, 9; King Reil,
3; An. Coot, 4000 (est.); Killdcer, 1; Sanderling, 3; Greet Black-
bereked Gull, 93 Herring Gull, 68; Ring-billed Gull, 395 (200 est.,
195); Lrughing Gull, 10; Mourning Dove, 5; Barred Owl, 1; Belted
Kingfisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 22; Pileated Woodpecker, 2;
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 8; Eastern Phoebe, 3;
Blue Jsy, 4; Crow, 61; Fish Crow, 168; Carolina Chickadee, 24;
Tufted Titmouse, 7; White-breasted Nuthetch, 2; Brown-headed Nut-
hetch, 11; House Wren, 3 (C.E.S.); Winter Wren, 2; Carolina ¥Wren,
46; Long-billed Marsh Vren, 4; Short-billed Mersh %Wren, 10; Mocking-
bird, 17; Catbird, 16; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 85; Hermit Thrush,
12; Eestern Bluebird, 24; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 25; Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, 15; Am. Pipit, 135; Starling, 59; Cape Mey Warbler, 1 (with
Palm Warblers - K.L., F.R.S., C.E.S.); Myrtle Warbler, 627; Pine
Warbler, 2; Palm Varbler (Yestern), 3; Yellow-throat, 11; English
Sparrow, 44; Eastern Mcadowlark, 46; Red-wing, 207; Boat-tailed
Grackle, 24; Cerdinal, 39; Purple Finch, 2; Am. Goldfinch, 93;
Eastern Towhee, 31; Savennsh Sparrow, 60; Sherp-teiled Sperrow, 3;
Slate-colored Junco, 32; Field Sprrrow, 35; ihite-throrted Sparrow,
146; Fox Sperrow, 3; Swemp Sparrow, 182; Song Spurrow, 164. Total,
98 species; about 30,540 individusls. - P. Fuller, J. H. Grey, K.
Lawless, Mike lMdchell, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Perkins, Mrs. A. C. Reed,
F. R. Scott, C. E. Stcvens.
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Richmond, Va. (same ares as in 5 preceding yecrs, Richmond esst to
Curles Heck, but with the addition of Merdowville and other &dje—
cent ereas on the south side of the James Kkiver; open frrmlend 3850,
pine woodlends 10%, deciducus woodlonds 175, residenticl districts
37, maple-gwn swemp 105, mershes ond river shore 165, brushy fields
6%)« = Dec. 27; 6:30 &.m. to 6 p.m. Feir; temp. 57°-69%; wind S
veering to W, 4-10 m.p.h.; ground bsre; wrter opcn. Three observ-
ers in two pertics. Total hours, 18 (on foot); totel miles, 70 (55
by cer, 15 on foot). Common Loon, 1; Pied-billcd Grebe, 17; Great
Blue Horon, 3; Conade Goose, 4498 (4150 est., 348); Snow Goose, 23
Blue Goosc, 3 (2 nd., 1 im., prcsent in erce since Nov. 14 - F.R.S.);
Mrllerd, 122; Bluck Duck, 264 (250 est., 14); Baldpnte, 32; Pintzil
22; Shoveller, 1; Vood Duck, 2; Ring-necked Duck, 104; Lesser Scoup
Duck, 3; Ruddy Duck, 2; Hooddd Mergenser, 6; Am. Mergenscr, 63

Turkey Vulture, 9; Blaeck Vulture, 38; Red-tailed Hewk, 1; Red-
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shouldercd Havk, 2; Bald Ruagle, 8; Sprrrow Hawk, €; Bob-white, 13;
fm. Coot, 122; Killdeer, 25; Woodcock, 1; 'Vilson's Snipe, 35; Her-
ring Gull, 5; Ring-billed Gull, 251; Mourning Dove, 1; Belted King-
fisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 19; Pilcctcd Woodpecker, 4; Red-
bellied Vioodpecker, 16; Yellowsbellied Szpsucker, 2; Hediry wood-
pecker, 1l; Downy iwoodpecker, 22; Bestern Phoebe, 3; Horned Lark
(Prairie), 12; Blue Joy, 9; Am. Crow, 117; Crrolins Chickadece, 48;
Tuftcd Titmouse, 25; White-breasted Nuthstch, 7; Brown Crecper, 9;
Winter wren, 3; Cerolina Yron, 4€; Mocklingbird, 25; Robin, 5; Her-

Ruby-crownsd Kinglet, 12; Am. Pipit, 62; Cedar Vexwing, 2; Logger-
head Shrike, 5; Sterling, 220 (160 est., 120); Myrtle “crblsr, 32;
English Sparrow, 36; Bastern Mecdowlnrk, 48; Red-wing, 314 (300
est., 14); Brown-hcaded Cowbird, 150 (est.); Cerdinal, 75; Purple
Finch, 29; im. GHldfinch, 67; E=zstern Towhse, 24; Savannsh Sporrow,
3; Slate-colored Junco, 177; Field Sparrow, 86; Vhite-throated
Sparrow, 375; Fox Sperrow, 2; Swemp Sporrow, 12; Song Sprrrow, 99.
Totel, 74 species; cbout 7906 individuals. (Scen one mile outside
of mrea in Cherles City Co. by Lawless and Stevens: Pine Werbler,
1; Pelm Werbler (Western), 1). - K. Lewless, F. R. Scott, C. E.
Stevens,

i OODO = = =

Yorktorm, Vea. (Newport News Reservoir, Herwoodl's Mill Reservoir,
Coloniel Battlefield Perk including ¥ormly Leke n~nd waterfront of
Yorktown, York River shore from Yorktown northmest to Felgrters
Creek, lower psrt of Bnck Creck and the Seeford Peninsule; open
farmlond 10%, pine wondland 22%, decidusus wondland 16%, brushy
fields 5jp, marshes and open weter 47%). - Jan. 21; 7:30 a.m. t»

4 p.m. Clear; temp. 240—463; wind N¥W to S7, 2-8 m.p.h.; ground
bare; weter open. Two sbservers in tvo pertics mnst of dev. Tot-
al hours, 13 (3 in car, 10 on frot); toatal miles, 88 (80 by crr,
8 on foot). Common L>on, 20; Horned Grebe, 170; Pied-billed
Grebe, 19; Greet Blue Heron, 10; Canada Goose, 40; Black Duck, 12;
Baldpate, 10; Pinteil, 225; Redhead, 22; Ring-necked Duck, 92;
Canvas-back, 21; Scaup (sp.), 323; Am. Golden-eye, 157; Buffle-
heed, 189; Surf Scoter, 49; Am. 3coter, 53; Ruddy Duck, 766; Am.
Merganser, 55; Red-breasted Merganser, 247; Turkey Vulture, 11;
Bald Xegle, 11; KMersh Hawk, 1; Sperrow Hewk, 2; Bob-white, 8;
Killdeer, 45; Wilson's Snipe, 2; Least Sandpiper, 1; Red-becked
Sendpiper, 37; Herring Gull, 41; Ring-billed Gull, 333; Mourning
Dove, 70; Barred Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 3; Led-bellied loodpecker, 9; Yellow-becllied Sapsucker,
1; Doumny iiocodpecker, 10; Eastern Fhoebe, 3; Am. Crow, 84; Cerolina
Wren, 17; Mockingbird, 2; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 1; Hermit
Thrush, 6; Eastcrn Bluebird, 68; Golden-crormed Kinglet, 25; Ruby-
crovncd Kinglet, 2; Am. Pipit, 32; Cedar Waxwing, 6; Starling, 36;
Kyrtle verblcer, 306; Finc bnrbler, 2; Inglish Sparrow, 9; liastern
Merdowlerk, 24; Red-wing, 193; Crrdincl, 13; Purple Finch, 2; Am.
Goldfinch, 35; Erstern Tovwhee, 20; Scvennsh Sprrrow, 22; Shorp-
tailed Sprrrow, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 97; Field Sparrow, 49;
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Yhite-throated Sporrow, 59; Fox Sparrow, 1l; Swemp Sparrow, 2; Song
Sparrow, 112. Totel, 75 species, about 4375 individusls. The move-
ments of smell birds were quite restricted, probably as a result of
cleer and celm weather, hence the low counts on many species such as
the Cardinal snd Fox Sparrow. Hed the participents been able to

teke this count during the prescribed period three weeks earlier,
lorge flocks of severel hundred Beldpate, Redhead, and Convas-beck
would have been recorded. Parsdoxically, the number of Hornad Grebes
would probably have been smaller. - J. H. Grey, F. R. Scott.
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Mount Vernon, Ve. (George Washington's home, Belvoir peninsula and
Lebanon, including Dogue Inlet, Gunston Cove, Pohick and hAccotink
Bays; water 30%, bottomland 10063 30%, upland woods 207 (% pine, %
declduous) old fields 10%, farmlgnd 10%)e - Jan. 1; 6:30 a.m. to
5:30 pem. Partly cloudy; temp. 33 -490 no wind; ground bare and un-
frozen; all water ice~free, river at lor tide at 1:13 p.m. Seven ob-
servers in two parties. Total hours, 20%; total milﬁs g5 (70 by car,
25 on foot). Great Blue Heron, 3; Mallard, l; Black Duck, 421; Am.
Merganser, 9; Turkey Vulture, 9; Sharp-shinned Hawx, 1; Cooper's
Hawk, 1; Red-tciled Hewk, 10; Rad-shouldered Hawk, 6; Bald E=zgle, 21;
Mersh Hevwk, 4; Sparrow Hawk, 7; Bob-white, 30 (2 coveys); Killdeer,
53; Herring Gull, 46; Ring-billed Gull, 71; Mourning Dove, 18; King-
fisher, 1; Flicker, 7; Pileated woodpecker, 6; Red-bellied Woodpeck-
er, 17; Yellow~bellied Sapsucker, 1; Heliry Woodpecker, 1l; Domy
Woodpecker, 26; Horned Lerk (Preirie), 4; Blue Jry, 28; Crow, 106,
Fish Crow, 3; Carolina Chickadee, 82; Titmouse, 45; White-breasted
Nuthatch, 30; Red-bressted Nuthatech, 7; Brown Creeper, 6; %inter
Wren, 4; Corolina VWren, 26; kockingbird, 21; Robin, 12; Hermit Thrush,
4; Blucbird, 13; Gelden-crowned Kinglet, 42; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 2;
Cedar Waxwing, 8; Migrant Shrike, 3; Stcrling, 205; Myrtle Werbler,
3; English Sperrow, 137; Meadowlark, 43; Red-wing, 1747 (1600 est.,
147); Rusty Blcekbird, 42; Cowbird, 17; Cerdinal, 68; Purple Finch,
10; Goldfinch, 69; Towhee, 1; Slate-colored Juhco, 359; Tree Sparrow,
28; Field Sparrow, 60; White-throrted Sperrow, 146; Fox Sparrow, 1;
Swemp Sporrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 38. Totel, €1 species; about 4203
individuals. - J. M. Lbbott, Irutﬂn R. B“rnes, J. D. Biggs, Enoch
Johnson, Catherine Keeley, T. L. Zapt, Lorina Vendt.

s OO0 4

Fort Belvoir, Va. (Seme ores es in former yesrs; water front 207,
open farmland 305, decidusus woodlend 30%, pine groves 15%, coatteil
mersh 5%). - Dece 313 7:00 £.me to 4:40 p.m. Clear; temp. 33°-45°;

no wind; ground bere with surface frost; all weter ice free, river
at low tide at 12:33 p.m. Four ob sbrvors togcther. Total hours, 93;
totel mllea, 29 (25 by cor, 4 on faot). Grect Blue Heron, 1; Mal-
lord, 2; Black Duck,204; Sctup (sp.}, 2; Bufflcheed, 4; Am. Yergan-
ser, 29; Turkey Vulture, 12; ked-teiled Havk, 7; Red-shouldered Hovk,
1; Beld Enrgle, 17; Mersh Hawk, 1; Sperrow Hawk, 1; Bob=-vhite, 8;
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Killdeer, 23; Herring Gull, 60; Ring-billed Gull, 84; Mourning Dove,
5; Barred Owl, 1; Kingfisher, 2; Flicker, 3; Pileated Vioodpecker, 23
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 6; Heairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy lYoodpecker,l2;
Horned Lark (Prairie), 1l1; Blue Jey, 10; Crow, 114; Fish Crow, 1;
Carolina Chicksndee, 27; Tufted Titmouse, 11; Vhite-breasted Nut-
hateh, 9; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 2; ‘inter Yren,
2; Caroline Yren, 10; Mockingbird, 8; Robin, 1; Bluebird, 3; Golden-
erowmed Kinglet, 1; Starling, 60; Myrtle Warbler, 1; English Sperrow
56; Mesdowlark, 6€; Red-wing, 90; Rusty Blackbird, 35; Cardinal, 15;
Pine Siskin, 4; Goldfinch, 30; Towhee, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 125;
Tree Sparrow, 15; ‘hite-throsted Sparrow, 9; Ficld Sperrow, 17;
Swamp Sperrow, 1; Song Sparrow, 17. Totel, 55 species; 1241 individ-
uels. - J. M. Abbott, Frances E. ibbott, B. 0. Bird, G. H. Sigel.
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Charlottesville, Va. (slbemasrle Luke, Henley's Leke, city reservoir,
Thraves Pond, Bellair Pond, Wwhitehall, Fermington, 8 miles £long
Rivanne and South Fork Rivenna Rivers from Burnt Mills to town;
farmlend 35%, lekcs and ponds 252, river-bottom 25%, decidudsus
woods 10%, pine woods 5%)e = Dece 30; 6:45 a.m. to 5:15 pem. Fair;
tomp. 239-42°; wind negligible. Three observers in 3 prrties in es.m.
end 2 prrties in p.m. Total hours, 28; totel miles, 77 (54 by car,
23 afoot). Great Blue Heron, 1; Mcllard, 58; Black Duck, 1; Lesser
Scaup Duck, 1; Hooded Mergnnser, 3; Am. lergenscer, 2; Turkey Vul-
ture, 76; Black Vulture, l; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Red-toiled Hawk, 5;
Sperrow Hewk, 4; Bob-white, 19 (2 coveys); Killdser, 26; VWilson's
Snipe, 2; Mourning Dove, 56; Belted Kingfisher, 5; Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 4; Iileated Woodpscker, 5; Red-bellied ‘Yoodpecker, 7; Red-
headed Woodpecker, 1; Yellow-bellied Sepsucker, 1; Hairy Woodpeck-
er, 6; Downy Voodpecker, 19; Phoebe, 2; Prairie Horned Lark, 43;
Blue Jey, 8; Am. Crow, 498; Carolina Chickadee, 74; Tufted Tit-
mouse, 30; White-breasted Nuthatch, 12; Red-treasted Nuthatch, 9;
Brown Creeper, 1; Winter VWren, 7; Carolina Yren, 29; MNockingbird,
21; Robin, 4; Hermit Thrush, 4; Bluebird, 85; Golden-crovmed Xing=-
let, 32; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 6; Am. Pipit, 40; Loggerhead Shrike,
7; Starling, 307; Inglish Sparrow, l4; Meadowlark, 46; Red-wing,
226; Rusty Blecikbird, 45; Brown-headed Cowbird, 110; Cardinel, 18G;
Purple Finch, 41; Pine Siskin, 1; Am. Goldfinch, 95; Slate-colored
Junco, 477; Tree Sparrow, 23; Field Sparrow, 257; White-crowned
Sparrow, 10 (first time this spscies has been recorded here on a
Christmas Bird Count}; White-throated Sparrow, 170; Fox Sparrow, 21;
Swamp Sparrow, ll; Song Sperrow, 227. Total, 60 species; about 3486
individuals. = Kenneth Lawless, Fred R. Scott, Charles E. Stevens,Jr.

- = = 0000 = - =

Warren (Albemsrle Co.), Va. (James River from Hetton to Goosby Is-
lend end srea sbout wnrren, Totier Creck, and Keenc; river-bottom
40,0, opcn ficlds 305, deciduous woods 205, pine woods 10%}. - Dece.
26; 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cloudy in a.m. with fog and drizzle in p.n.;
tempe 46°-50°. Tvwo observers together. Totrl hours, 10; totel miles,
27 (15 by cor, 12 afoot). Turkiy Vulturec, 8; Red-tailed Hawk, 23
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fersh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Howk, 1; Bob-vhito, 9; Mourning Dove, 229;
Kingfisber 1; Flicker, 33 Piluﬂtcd Woodpecker, 2; Red-bellied Voode-
pucker, 5; Hen iry Joodpuc&er 5; Downy ‘Woodpeckar, 12; Phoebe, 1;
Prrirvie Hornod Lerk, 23 Am. Crow, 118; Crrolina Chickadce, 31; Tul-
ted Titmouse, 9; White-breested Muthatch, 7; Red-brecsted Nuthareh,
2; Brown Creeper, 5; Winter Vrsn, 5; Crrolins ““ren, 16; Short-
billed Marsh “ren, 1 (seen end heard in wet meadow near Eztton;
first winter record for area); !"ockingbird, 6; Bluebird, 10; Gold-
en-cromned Kinglet, 15; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Am. Piplt 1l; Log—-
gerherd Shrike, 4; Starling, 36; English Sp"rrow 41, \)“G)“lur_
27; Red-wing, 1; Cowbird, 51; Cerdinal, 39; Purple Finch, 98; km.
Goldfineh, 52; Slate-colored Juncé, 201; Trce Sperrow, 19; Field
Sperrow, 107; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 19; Fox Spsrrow, 6; Swamp
Spcrrow, 6; Song Sprrrow, 8l. Totel, 44 species; 1296 individusls.
- Gordon Lewis, fhrrles E. Stcvens, Jr.

Sweet Bricr, Ve.(Sweet Brier College property ocnd adjccent aress in-
cluding Szn Angelo Leoke, radius of 2 miles; open fields 20, mature
cdeciduous woodland 30%, brushy creck bottoms, 25%, lake edges 10%,
schrubby hillsigdes 10,0, about ferm buildings 5%). - Dec. 25; 7:30
a.ms to 10:30 a2.m. and 1:00 p.me to 5:00 p.m. Feir in morning, 18°-
309; overccst in afternoon, 349-36°; wind 1-3 m.peh. Two obhscrvers
together most of dny. Totel hours, 12; totrl miles, six on foot.

An. NMergeanser, 2 (both fencle); Turkey Vulture, B; Mourning Dove,2;
Lingfisher, 1; Flicker, 4; Pileated Wocdpocker, 1; hed-bellied woii-
pecker, 2; Ycllow-bellied Sepsucker, 1l; Hoeiry Woodpecker, 2; Downy
Woodpscker, 7; Phoebe, 1; Blug Jey, 7; Crow, 11; C:irolina Chickndss,
12; Tufted Ti+ nouse, 6; Jﬁitu-bruastei Nuthatch, 6; Red-breasted
Nuthcateh, 5; Brown Craupbr, 2; Crrolina Wren, 8; Moackingbird, 2;
Bluebird, 1; Golden-crowned Xinglet, 6; Ruby-crowned Xineclet, 2;
Shrike, l Sterling, 60 (est.); Myrtle ‘/erbler, 20; English Spﬁr-
row, 50, Cvrdln_l, 40; Purple Finch, 4; G»oldfinch, 15; Slate-cnl-
ored Junco, 36; Trec Sparrow, 2; Field Sparrow, 6; “hite-crowrned
Sprrrow, 20 (singing); white-throzted Apnrrow, 25; Song Sperrow,

16. Totrl, 35 species; zbout 371 individuals. (Seen in erea Doc.

26: Pled-billed Grebe, 1; Cooper's Havk, l; Dsc. 30: Tilson's Snipe,
1; Meedowlerk, 1)}. - Ernest Edwards, Gertruds Prior, Amnne #heston.

- = = 0000 = - -

Lynchbure, Vn. (Timber Leke srea, College Leke sren, Airvort,
Greves' Mill @nd Tomehiwk Swamp oree, Rivermont PP“k fields 285,
open wdods 637%, likes ond marshes 95). - Dec. 29; -00 2T to 5:00
p.m. Clear all dey; temp. 323—580; wind, celm in e.m., W in p.n.,
0-10 m.p.hs; zround bere, lekes ond streoms open. Seven obscrvers,
2 partics in a.m., one prrty in p.m. Totnl hours, 15; totol miles,
39 (15 on foot, 24 in cor). ﬁiuﬂ-billcd Grebe, 1; Turkey Vulture,
25; Bleck Vulture, 3; Coaper's Hewxk, 3; Red-teiled Huwk, 1; Til-
son's Snipe, 1; kKock Dove, 7; maurnlng Dwe, 16; Flicker, 3; Fil=-
eated Woodpecker, 2; Red-bellied .oodpoexer, 1; Huiry woodpecker,l;

4]

T4
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Downy iioodpecker, 13; Fhoebe, 1; Preirie Horned Lark, 18; Blue Jay,
9; Crow, 243 (portly est.); Chickadee, 40; Titmousec, 17; vhite-
breasted Nuthctch, 19; Red-breasted Nuthateh, 3; Winter uren, 1;
Carolina Wron, 14; Mockingbird, 7; Hermit Thrush, 2; Bluebird, 253
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 24; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 26; Strrling,9€;
" Lyrtle warbler, 3; tgnglish Sperrow, 15; Orrdinal, 60; Purplc rinch,
43 Goldfineh, 10; Junco, 249; Tree Sperrosw, 1125 Field Sperrow, 49;
white-throatod Sperrow, 34; Fox Sparrow, 4; Swamp Sparrow, 23 Song
Spnrrow, $9. Totsl, 42 species; 1206 individualse. - Jrne Freer,

Ruskin S. Freer, Bob Giles, Jr., Dr. Szruel B. Guss (1 hour in c.x.),
Bill Keeton, M. B. Tillotson, Mrs. Joies We Uiltshirs, Jre
L Y

“ = w0000 = = =

Shenandosh Nationel Park, Va. (Biz Meadows, Fishers Gop, Howksbill,
Limberlost to foot of White Ork Cronyon, Skylrnd, 014 Rrg Fire Road
from 01d Reg Post Office to Skyline Drive; altitudc 1200-4049 ft.;
deciduous woods 655, abendoned fields 20%, hemlock groves 10%, birch
serub 3%, pine woods 2%). - Dec. 28; 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Foir; temp.
249-42°; wind NN¥, 5-15 m.p.h. on ridge. Two obscrvers in 2 pert-
jes. Totnl hours, 16; total niles, 48 (30 by eor, 18 cfoot). Turkey
Vulture, 5; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Mersh Havk, 1; Ruffed Grouse, €]
Pileated Woodpecker, 3; Heiry woodpecker, 3; Domny Unndpecker, 8;
Common Raven, 3; Ame. Crow, 11; Cocrolina Chickadee, 38; Tufted Tit-
mouse, 15; White-breasted Nuthateh, 3; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 13
Brown Creeper, 6; #Winter “ren, 4; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 11; Star-
ling, 17; Cerdinel, 12; Purple Finchk, 1; Goldfinch, 7; Slate-colored
Junco, 99 (both Carocline end typicel Slate-colored seen}; Tree Snor-
row, 11; white~throrted Sparrow, 9; Fox Sparrow, l; Song Sprrrow, 2.
Totel, 25 species (1 additionel subspecies); 276 individuels. =

Fred R. Scott, Charles E. Stevens, Jr.

o w = 0000 = = -

Herrisonburg, Va. (Watermsn Wood to Tide Spring, a totel distance of
12 miles including oak-hickory-cedar-pine woodlot 60}, oak-hickory
woodlot 10%, a smell village bordering school campus 10/, ceder-pine
wasteland 10,5, pasture field and fence rows 1Cjp)e Small pond in ock-
hickory woodlot. Ground wet and muddy; smell pools of still water

had a thin covering of ice slong mergins. - Dec. 26; B8:30 a.m. to
2:15 p.m. At beginning sky was entirely hidéen by heavy clouds;

temp. 42°; wind only slight brecze from 3W; noon, heavy clouds with
mist; temp. 469; calm. At close light roin end mist; temp. 499;
colme. Light intermittent showers beg:n et 10:50 z.m.; from 12:20 to
close a light rqin. Two obszrvers working togethor within clling
distrnce. Total hours, 5§ on foot; totrl miles, 8 on foot. Sparrow
Hewk, 1; Bob-white, 14 (one covey); Downy Woodpecker, 2; Blue Joy,

23 Crow, 42; Crrolina Chickadee, 11; Tufted Titmouse, 12; White-
brensted Nutheteh, 3; Cerolina VWren, 5; Mockingbird, l4; Golden-
crovned Kinglet, 2; Sterling, 85; Prlm Werbler, 2; English Sporrow,
149; Crrdinul, 37; Goldfinch, 3; Slate-colorcd Junco, 129; Trec Sprr-
row, 49; lihite-throoted Sporrow, 10; Sone Sperrow, 2. Totel, 20 spee-
les; 574 individuels. - D. Rrlph Hostotter, Deniel B. Suter.
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Fairfield (Rockbridge County), Va. Villege of Fairficld, -north and
erst to South River, along river to mouth of Irish Creek, 8 miles
from Fairfield and return by different roads; village yards and
gardens 10%, open fields 30%, hardwood forests 30,, stream banks
30/5. Ssme territory as covered for last three years, except own-
ers of Cherry Grove farm made the count on the farm themsclves.
Dec. 29; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Clear; temp. 26°-42°; no wind,
ground frozen in morming, light skim of ice on still water. Total
miles, 30 (9 on foot, 21 by car, the car used to shift from onc lo-
cality to others). Two parties verying from two to five at a time.
Turkey Vulture, 11l; Black Vulture, 8; (approximetely 100 Vultures
seen roosting in trses late in afternoon across & stresm which made
1t impossible to identify definitely); Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk,
1; Bob-white, 30 (ost.), (3 coveys); Killdeer, 6; Rock Dove (in
wild strte on Cherry Grove Frrm) 26; Yellow-Shnfted Flicker, 1;
Red~bellied Woodpecker, 3; Heiry Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpsexer,
5; Phoebe, 1; Blue Jey, 3; Crow, 66; Bleck-cepped Chickadec, 2;
Crrolina Chickedee, 14; Tufted Titmouse, 1l; White-breasted Nut-
hetch, 6; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 1; Winter Wren,
2; Cesrolina Wren, 4; Mockingbird, 9; Robin, 1; Eestern Bluebird, 4;
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 3; Loggerhead Shrike, 8; Sterling, 58; lyrtle
Werbler, 3; English Spsrrow, 35; Red-wing, 1; Rusty Blackbird, 4;
Cowbird, 3; (flock of blackbirds flushed from bornyard estimated

at 50 but unable to identify definitely, probably contained Red-
wings, Cowbirds and Rusty Blackbirds); Cardinal, 29; Purple Finch,
1; Goldfinch, 11; Slate-colored Junco, 34; Tree Sparrow, 19; Fisld
Sparrow, l; White-throated Sparrow, 2; Song Sperrow, 7. Total nuao-
ber of spccies, 4l. Individunl birds identified, 426. — Rev. & Mrs.
W. B. Clemmons, Anne, Mertha end Bill Clemmons, Jr., Mary Cntherine
Horne, Mrs. Jonet Alexander, Miss Josephine Fultz, Miss Draper Fultz.

= = = 0000 =« = -

Lexington, Va. (Same arem as last yeecr, but more closely worked,

end with addition of lower slopes of a mountain: City, 10%, o=k
woods 30%, cedar woods 25%, open fields 25%, scrub 10%). - Dec. 28;
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. with one hour out &t noon. Clear; temp. 40°
at start and finish; wind N¥, 5~15 m.p.h.; ground bare, not frozoeng
water open. Fourtcen observers in 3 perties. Total hours, 27 (22

on foot, 5 in c:rs); totsl miles, 84 (23 on foot, 61 by car). Turk-
ey Vulture, 50; Bleck Vulture, 23; Shorp-shinned Hrwk, 2; Cooper's
Hawk, 3; Red-teiled Hawk, 4; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Mnarsh Hawk, 2;
Sperrow Hewk, 7; Bob-white, 8 (peir end covey); Killdeer, 9; Wilson's
Snipe, 4; Rock Dove, 72; Barn Owl, 1 (heard from hollow tree after
dexrk, (J.J.M.); Screech Owl, 2; Short-esred Owl, 2; Belted Kingfish-
er, 2; ¥licker, 5; Pilectecd Woodpecker, 6; Red-besllied Woodpecker,
2; Yellow-bellied Sepsucker, l; Downy Vnodpecker, 12; Phoebe, 5;
Horned Lark, 9; Blue Jry,13; Reven, 2; Crow, 86; Appolachiaen Chick-
adee, 1 (J.J.M.); Coroline Chickadee, 73; Tufted T§i~duse, 37;
White~breasted Nuthatch, 12; Brown Crecepcr, 2; VWinte- %Wren, 6; Car-
oling Viren, 26; Mockingbird, 25; Robin, 1; Hermit Ta~ush, 1; Blue-
bird, 24; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 7; Ruby-crowned Kingiet, 1; Mieg-




Topo 12 THE RV il Jon.<Fob. 1950

rent Shrike, 6; Strorling, 356; English Sprrrow, 146; Mesdowlerk, 2;
Cerdincl, 108; Purple Finch, 55 Goldfinch, 10; Junco, 310; Tree Sper-
eow, 86; Ffield Sparrow, 40; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 96; Song Sprrrow,
26. Totul, 51 species; 1740 individuals. - R. P. Crrroll, Alice Car-
roll, Robert Cerroll, Jr., Gord>n G. Heiner, Micheel Junkin, Jeck
Leckmenn, Joo Magee, Robert Moses, Nrs. Jo J. Murray, J. J. Murray,
Jemes Murray, Jr., Hobert Paxton, Charles Ritchey, F. M. Yellott.

- 0000 -

Roanoke, Va. (Murrzy's Pond, Cnarvin Cove, Bennett's Spring and in-
termediete territory). Deces 31; 7:30 a.me to 3:00 p.n. Clear; temp.
25° st start, 35° at finish. Seven observers in 2 perties; 25 miles
fs0t and car. Pied-billed Grebe, 2; Mnllard, 2; Black Duck, 10;
Ruddy Duck, 3; Turkey Vulture, 27; Black Vulture, 4; Marsh Hawk, 5;
Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 27 (2 coveys); Killdeer, 20; Mourning
Dove, $; Belted Kingfisher, 2; Downy woodpecker, 8; Phoebe, 3;
Horned Lark, 200 (est.); Blue Jay, 13; Crow, 176; Chickadee, 26}
Tufted Titrnouse, 5; White-breasted Nuthateh, 3; ‘inter Wwren, 1;
Carolina Wwren, 6; Mockingbird, 11; Robin, 1; Hermit Thrush, 5;
Bluebird, 17; Golden-crovned Kinglet, 4; Migrent Shrike, 2; Star-
ling, 2500 (est.); English Sperrow, 115; Meadowlerk, 11; Rusty
Blackbird, 30; Cordinsl, 35; Goldfineh, 60; Savannzh Sperrow, 5;
Junco, 120; Tree Sparrow, 43; Field Sperrow, 50; White-crowned Spor-
row, 26; White-throsted Sprrrow, 55; Sonsz Sparrow, 35. (Mr. & Mrs.
Ernest Adkins report at their summer hore on the 3lst. Great Horned
Owl, 1; Screech Owl, 1; Pilected oodpecker, 1). (Mrs. N. R. Leh-
mann reports several species observed ot her feeding stotion on

the 3lst. end adds following species not listed in the above: Red-
bellied Woodpecker, 1; Heiry tvinodpecker, 2; Purple Finch, 8). Tot-
al species, 47; 3689 individuals. - Frank Robertson, L. E. Hawkins,
Grece Smyth, Mrs. J. E. Comer, Sellie McLain, Mr. & Mrs. A. 0. Enz-
lishe.

- = = 0000 = = =~

Blecksburs, Vr. (V.P.I. compus and farm, Strouble's Creek to New
River, Brush Mt. and Tom's Creek to New River, along New River
from Pepper's Ferry Bridge to Goodwin's Ferry except through the
Redford Ordinence lorks grounds; woods 37%, farmlaend 37%, river-
botton 26j%)« = Dec. 28; 6:30 c.me to 5:30 p.m. Partly eloudy;

temp. 329-43°; wind N shifting to i, 10-15 m.p.h. on mountain tcps,
celm in vrlleys until noon, then intermittent breeze, 4-6 m.p.h.;
groun? bare. Ten observers in 5 parties. Total hours 50.5 (48 on
foot, 2.5 in cvrs used by O perties in shifting from plece to rlace
end in picking up twc other raorties at end of day). Totsl riles,
128 (58 on fuot, 70 by cer). kicllerd, 99; Black Duck, 168; Grd-
well, 14; Beldpete, 50; Pinteil, 7; Green-winged Teel, 1; Redhecd,
1; Ring-necked duck, 14; Lesser Scrup, 4; Amn. Golden-eye, 41; Buf-
fleheod, 21; Hooded Mergenser, 32; Turkey Vulturs, 80; Bleck Vult-
ure, 19; Cooper's Hivk, 3; hed-teiled Hewk, 3; Red-shouldercd Hewk,
1; Marsh Hewk, 1; Sprrrow Hewk, 15; Ruffed Grouse, 1; Bob-white, 16
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(2 coveys); coot, 1; Killdeer, 12; Wilsnn's Snipe, 1l; Herring Gull,
1; Rock Dove (feril), B9; Mourning Dove, 97; Screech Owl, 1; Greet
Horned Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 5; Flicker, 5; Pileated Woodpeck—
er, 3; ked-bellied 7oodpecker, 4; Red-headed Woodpecker, 5; Yellow=-
bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hriry vioodpecker, 9; Downy ¥incdpecker, 30;
Phoebe, 5; Prezirie Horned Lerk, 175; Blue Jey, 8; Raven, 2; Crow,
953 (part est.); Chickadee (bnth Blrck-cepped and Cerolina pressnt),
127; Tufted Titmouse, 72; White-breasted Nuthatch, 17; Red-breasted
Nuthetch, 13; Brown Creeper, 4; ¥inter ¥Wren, 20; Cerolina Wren, 483
Moekingbird, 12; Robin, X; Hernit Thrush, 3; Bluebird, 31; Golden-
crowned Kinglet, 70; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Migrant Shrike, 6;
Sterling, 482; Myrtle Warbler, 2; English Sperrow, 96; Merdowlrri,
17; Red-wing, 2; Cordinsl, 177; Goldfineh, 51; Purple Finch, 32;
Pine Siskin, 1; Towhee, 2; Savennah Sparrow, 7; Slate-colorzd Junco,
223; Tree Sparrow, 56; Field Sperrow, 169; ¥White-crowned Sparrow,91;
Yhite-throated Sparrow, 39; Swanp Sparrcw, 2; S»ng Sparrow, 170.
Total, 74 species; absut 3994 individuels. - C. 0. Handley, C. O.
Handley, Jr., John M. Hsndley, kobert J. Watson, J. W. Murray, Ir.
& Nrs. Ellison Smyth, G. M. Sheer, A. 0. English, S:lly E. McL~in.

- 0000 = = =

CHRISTILS BIRD COUNT STATISTICS =~ BLACKSBURG, VA.
By Cherles 0. Handley, Jr.

This yevr's totel of 74 species is the lorgest ever compiled
et Blacksburg, 73 being the previcus mexirmum. Also, the number of
observers and parties exceecds anll other counts except that of 1940.
This faet wey in some instences ceccunt for larger than usual num-
bers of individuals of some species »f birds being seen this Christ-
mas. In the following compilation it nmey be assumed thot any spec-
ies not mentioned apreared in normsl numbers on the 1949 count.

First appearance on count: Herring Gull

First sprenrcnce in severcl yerrs: Pine Siskin (first since 1941);
Raven (first since 1940); Lesser Sceup (first since 1945); Redhecd
(first since 1945).

More recorded than ever beforo:

Grdwall (14 exceeds previcus maxirmm of 4 in 1948)
Baldpate (30 w " " " 20 in 1948)
Ring-necked Duck (14 " " " " 6 in 1939)
Golden-eyo (41 " " " " 39 in 1942)
Hooded Mergenser (32 " " " " 21 in 1946)
Black Vulture (19 " " " " 16 in 194C)
Sparrow Havk (15 " " " " 12 in 1947)
Pircon (59 v " m w50 in 1240)
Downy VWoodpecker (30 " " " " 28 in 1946)
Commen Crow (953 n " " "800 in 1937)
Curolina uren (48 o " " " 36 in 1946)
Migcrant Shrike (6 i " " " 5 in 1948)
Cerdinal (x77 » " " ‘M167 in 1939)

Sevanneh Sparrow ( 7 " " " * 3 in 1942)
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More recorded than usual:
Pinteil {
Turkey Vulture (
Mourning Dove (
Heiry woodpecker (
Phoehe (

Horned Lark (

(
(
(
(
(5¢
(

O @

w

Winter Wren
Bluehird

Purple Finch

Field Sprorrow
\'hite~thr. Sparrow
Song Sparrow
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Less recorded than ever hefore:
Bob=white

"

"

1"

7 is most since 1944)

1940)
1943)
1942)
1938)

'1942)

1946)
1942)
1938)
1943)
1941)
1945)

(maximum is 97 in 1942)

Wiilson's Snipe

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

"
LU
"W
"
"
"

140) (mexirmn is 27 in 1941)

Tree Sparrow

(maxirmum is 282 in 1948)

Less recorded than ususl:

Mellard (
Screech 0wl (
Flicker (
Blue Jay (
(4
(

> 0w QO

Brown Creeper
Hermit Thrush
English Sparrow (96
Meadowlark 8 g
Goldfinch (51
Slnte-col. Junco (223

"

L]

9 is least since 1945)

1944)
1945)
1939)
1945)
1944)
1944)
1946)
1944}
1944)

P e —n T

Usually recorded but completely rissed this year:

Berred Owl
Rusty Blackbird

nexy

"

" 154 in
" 207 in
® 12 in
" 5 in
v 380 in
v 27 in
" 79 in
" 42 1n
" 1688 in
" 63 in
" 284 in

(16 is below previous minimun of 19 in

¥

is 218
7

22

86

15

11
300
142
296
729

mex. is 7 in '37 & 144)

1938)
1943)
1942)
1938)
1942)
1941)
1942)
1938)
1943)
1941}
1941)

1945)

(1 is below previous minirum of 5 in '36,

in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in

137,

(56 is below previous minirum »f 59 in 1947)

1948)
1947)
1940)
1936)
Y4781 48)
1942}
1946}
1945}
1945)
1948}

As elmost helf of the species on the list were more numerous
than usuel, s proven by this eompilation, it seems paradoxicrl thet

the observers were alnnst nsne hundred per cent in egrcement that

birds were scarce. Evidently they were generally only hard to ob=-
Only 18 per cont proved to be

serve rather than sctually scerce.

scnrcer then usual.

= = = 0000 = = -
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PLANS FOR THE 1950 ANNUAL MEETING
Harrisonburg, Virginie — Msy 5 & 6

The 1950 Annual Meeting will be held at Harrisonburg on Friday
and Seturday, May 5 and 6. Mr. Max Carpenter, Route 1, Dayton, Vir-
ginie, will have charge of the program. Members planning to present
papers are asked to send him the title, time required for presenta=-
tion, and information as to whether & moving picture or slide mach-
ine is needed. Dr. D. Ralph Hostetter is planning for the Ssturday
field trip, with the cooperation of the officials of the George Wash-
ington National Forest, headquarters of which are located in Harri-
sonburge.

Miss Lvelyn Wetkins, 218 Newman Avenue, Horrisonburg, is meking
the local arrangements with the assistance of Miss Wintie Heatwold.
The cfternoon and evening meetings will be held in the auditorium of
the Main Street School, which is centrally located. The dinner will
be served at the First Methodist Church, which is near the school
building, at $1.50 per plate. Lunch during the field trip will be
served at & church located on the route taken.

The following places are aveilasble for over-night accomodations:

Kovanaugh Hotel, North Moin Street
Single Room $3.00 up, bath or shower
Double Room $3.75-$4.50, without bath
" 4 $5.50-$6.00, with bath

Warren Hotel, N. Court Square (smeller hotel)

Single $2.00, without bath
" $2.50-$3.00, with bath
Double $3.00, without bath

$4.50-$5.00, with bath

Pure Village Tourist Court, 5 miles south of Harrisonburg (can accom-
odate 50 if reservetions ~re made & week or two ahead)
Single unit, double bed $4.00

Twin bed units $5.00 (Breakfast - 30¢ to $1.00)
Unit, two double beds $6.00
Two-room units $6.00-$12.00 (can sccomodate from 4

to 12 people)

Kagey Tourist Court, 1 mile south of Herrisonburg (can sccomodate
21 if reservetions are made two weeks in advance)

1 person $2 450
2 persons, double bed $3.00
1l cottege, 2 twin beds $3.00
Double cottage for 4 $6.00 (cen add 2 extra cots at $1 ee.)

Twin Gables and Flora Perk tourist courts listed, ebout 2 miles north
of Harrisonburg, both recommended as modern and sttractive and
lovely places to stay, but prices not quoted.
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Boxwood Inn, Mrs. R. H. Zirkle, 328 S. Mrin (Phone 651)
Twin beds $2.00 per person without bath
$2.50 " i with beth
Two in & bed $1.75 per person
(Mrke reservations soon)

Homestead Inn, Mrs. E. L. Foley, 317 S. Mein (Phone 1059)
Single $2.00
Double $3.00-$4.00

Wise's Tourist Home, 622 S. Main (Phone 529)
Single rooms $2 .00-42 .50
Double " $3.50 for 2 people (Breakfzast - 75¢)
4 single beds in 1 room $6.00
(Can accomodate 24 if reservations are made early)

Horseshoe Lodge, Mrs. Robt. K. Cline, 272 E. Merket (Phone 146R)
$1.50 per person
(Can accomodate 12 guests if reservations are mede ahead)

Stoneleigh Inn, 557 E. Market
$2.50 per person
(BEarly reservation recommended)

Write early for reservations whether at a hotel, tourist court
or tourist home, since Medison College Mry Day will be held Mszy 6.
Reservetions may be at a2 premium if V.S.0. members writ 300 late to
meke them. Therefore write immedistely and directly to the plcce
of your choice for & reservation for Mey 5-6, 1950.

NOTES AND NEWS

Virginia's State Bird. The Crnrdinal is now the official Stste
Bird for Virginia. This action wes teaken at the recent meeting of
the Genersl Assembly when, on Jenuary 25, 1950, the House passed
and the Sencte concurred in a resolution offered by Delegate C. W.
Cleaton of Mecklenburg.

Recent Virginie Records. A Snowy Owl wes caught alive in Lou~
don County, Virginia, opposite Seneca, Maryland, on Jrnuary 2, 1950
by John H. McCabe. It was taken in a bow net set for peregrines,
with a2 pigeon as bait. From the measurements of the living bird
i1t appears to be & male, and the amount of spotting would indicate
an irmature bird. Another Snowy Owl, seid to be larger =#nd whiter,
was seen at the same place and by the seme person, on November 27,
1949. Both were so tame that they could be c¢closely approached.

Dr. David Johnson &nd Mr. Norman Miller »f the U. S. National
Museum captured a Saw-whet Owl alive near Wekefield, Virginia, a-
bout Thanksgiving, 1949. It wes in undergrowth beside the highway
and had a broken wing, presumably from having been struck by a car.

In the Nationel Museum collection there is a Snow Bunting, an
adult femele, from Nelson County, Virginia, dated February 8, 1895.
It is from the Wirt Robinson collection.

Cherles 0. Handley, Jr.
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Cuckoo Captured by & Hewk. On October 12 in a mixed~hzrdwood
forest near Waverly a Red-shouldered Hawk was surprised, and in
fleeing, dropped its prey which turned out to be a Black-billed
Cuckoo. The vietim died in severrl minutes from talon injuries in
its side. This inecident took plece approximately 500 feet from a
nesting tree used by Red-shouldered Hawks during the spring. Iden-
tification of the hewk wes made ot the time it wes surprised. Meas-
urements of the cuckoo were a&s follows: toteal length 11.0", bill .8",
tarsus 1.0, teil 6.,0", folded wing 5.5".

Cherles C. Steirly, Waverly, Ve.

A Correction. The following species were inadvertently left out
of the Yorktown, Va. bird count which appecred on pages 6=7 of the
Januery-Februery issue of The Raven: Caroline Chickadee, 40; Tufted
Titmouse, 15; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 6;
Brown-headed Nuthetch, 7; Brown Creeper, 1; House Wren, 1 (J.H.G.);
Winter Wren, 2.

Wilson Ornithological Club Annusl Meeting. An unusual oppor-
tunity will be presented to Virginians when the Wilson Ornitholog-
iesl Club holds its annual meeting April 28-29 at Jackson's Mill,
West Virginia, twenty miles south of Clarksburg. This will be the
first meeting of a national ornithology group in our e2rea since the
1943 meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union in Philadelphia.

An interesting feature of this meeting will be its informality;
field and sports clothes will be suitable for all functions. Jack-
son's Mill is the site of a nationally known youth center, the West
Virginia 4-H Camp. Accomodations are comfortable, most being of a
dormitory type. Other units are suitable for family groups.

The host orgesnization, the Brooks Bird Club, is anxious to
have a good representation from this area. There will be & number
of attrections, including e square dance and an exhibit of mountain
hendicraft articles. The program will include a symposium on South-
ern Appalachian avifeuna, and there will be two interesting field
trips on Sunday, April 30.

Meals and lodging from dinner Thursdsy evening through break-
fast Sunday will amount to $11.43, with lesser prices for shorter
periods. For informetion and reservations contact, &s soon as pos-
sible, Meurice Brooks, West Virginia University, Morgentown, W. Va.

F. R. Scott, Hrmpden-Sydney, Va.

MEMBERS OF THE VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF ORNITHOLOGY

Mr. Jeckson Miles Abbott 1003 Potomac Av., Apt. 2 New Alexsndria,Ve.
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Mrs. Floy C. Barefield 2648 Fizer Av. Memphis, Tenn.
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Seventeenth Annual lMeseting
Harrisonburg, May 6 and 6, 1950
By Florence S. Hague

The luncheon meeting of the Executive Committee on May 5 was
attended by Messrs. Eike, Carpenter, English, Handley, Hostetter,
Miller and Murray; Mrs. Darden; Misses Hague, Hawkins and Prior; and
Mr. and Mrs. Wiltshire. The Treasurer's report showed that 180 mem=
bers had paid dues for 195C and about 30 were delinquent; that the
cost of publishing and mailing The Raven in 1949 was just sbout e~
qual to the dues received. Had it not been for a small surplus from
earlier years and for gifts, the expenses would have exceeded the
funds. After discussion it was decided to rccommend to the Society
the raising of dues for 1951 from 50¢ to $1.00 for Junior members;
from $1.00 to $1.50 for members, and to publicize the §2.50 sustoin-
ing membership, along with the suggestion that those who could should
meke their sustaining membership more than $2.50. It was further
voted that Mr. Miller should meke a gift of $10.00 to the lady who
has helpecd him with typing letters. To ossist in getting the dues
paid more promptly, it was voted that The Raven for March=April should
not be sent to those whose dues were unpaid. The prices for back is-
sues of The Raven were fixed at: $1.50 per volume, or 25¢ per issue
for 1940 to date, except for special issucs which arc to be 50¢; $3.00
por volume, or 50¢ per issue for yesrs prior to 1940. Discussion a-
bout a Virginia Check List showed that plans and work for it arc pro-
gressing. It was voted to affiliste with the Brooks Bird Club of West
Virginia, the affilistion being without cost, and mcaning that there
would be reeiprocal notices of Annual Meetings and of Ficld Trips.

The president, lMr. Eike, opened the afternoon session by intro-
ducing Mr. Bell, Supt. of Schools, and Mr, Swift, Principal of the
Main Street School, in which the afternoon and evening programs were
held. In the peper on "Water Birds of Rockinghom County", Dr. Herry
G. M. Jopson reported 54 species of water birds found in that ares,
vhich is over 100 miles from any sizable body of water. Marshy arecas,
streoms and artificial lekes attract these birds, some of which erc
on their way to or from the Atlantic Flyway. Some unexpectod spccies
wero Double-crested Cormorent, Golden-cye, Lesser Snow Goose (%),
Golden Plover and Black Tern, the last one having been seen often
since 1940,

In presenting "A Game Manager's View of Bird Populations", Dr.
Henry liosby mentioned the general methods of ascertaining populations:
for waterfowl, counting the numbcrs in aerial photographs; for land-
birds, counting all of a specics in given strips and counting them at
different times of the year. They hed studicd quail particulsarly in
order tc find normel populations ond fluctuations. The quaoil popula-
tion is greatcst in the fall and lowest in the spring. As the number
of days on which there is an inch or more of snow on the ground in-
ereases, the number of quail surviving decreases. The rate of de-
crease vorics with food and cover supply and with climetc, Observa-
tions on the results of the removal of one-third of thc guail peopula-
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tion and of the results of loss by hunting indieate that winter loss
or recmoval of one-fourth to one-third of the birds may not have an
adverse effect on tho population the following fall, but thet a loss
of 40% or more enn definitely reduce the subsequent population.

Miss Gertrude Prior reported & flock, scmetimes as meny as 30
to 40, of White-crowned Sparrows seen frcequently at Sweet Briar from
the time of the Christmas census (1949) through April, and a few in-
dividuals up to May 5. They were frequently singing. The proportion
of birds in mature plumege was greater in April than in Deccmber.

In "Biotic Zonation in the Southern Appelachisns", Dr. J. J.
Murrey explained that for the past two decades the idea of definite
life zones bounded by isothermal lines as set forth by Merriem in
the past century hes been questioncd. While & few birds may be con-
fined to the upper Austral, the Transition or Canadian zones, most
birds listed for one of these zones ere also found in en adjacent
zones This is possibly less true of birds of the Canadian zone be-
ceuse these erc 2lso chiefly of the spruce hebitet or biome. How-
ever, as the spruce forests heve been destroyed by lumbering, the
niore adeptable species have moved to the Transition zonc. Other
factors then temperature, such as moisture and hence plant growth,
mey influcnee the life of ‘a rogion.

Mrs. Colgate W. Dorden, Jr. played some of the Cornell bird
.song records and sirmltensously had a slide of the perticular song-
ster shown. The records are marked so thet she ean locnte the songs
of different birds. By writing to Mrs. Darden onc may borrow these
records &nd slides for bird study groups. Fruit punech and cookies
served by the Audubon Junior Club provided & pleasant and cooling
breck in the aftoernoon progrom at this time.

Dr. B. B. Reynolds has teken pcrasites from trepped birds, nest=-
lings and from empty nests. The Arthropod forms are externsl pora-
gites and ere chiefly biting lice and mites. Therc are also some
flees, ticks and blow~fly larvae. Birds may be a means of dissemi-
nating some of these parasites, particulsarly ticks.

In "Further Ornithologicsl Travels in Eastern Paname", Dr. Wot-
more showed slides and told of a very recent collecting trip to a
previously uncxplored region. Sone of the familisr migrents which
he saw there are: Turkey Vulture, Chirmey Swift, Kingbird, Olive-
backed Thrush, Sweinson's Warbler, Bey-breasted Worbler, and Balti-
more and Orchard Orioles. The showing of the film, "Operations
Wildlife", which deals with Virginia animels, closed the afternoon
Progreoiie

At the opening of the evening session, the Treosurcer's report
was presented and also the recormendation to rrise the dues. It
wes voted to reise the dues in 1951 as noted in the minutes of the
Executive Cormittec mseting,.
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Mr. Herbert G. Deignen, Assistont Curetor of Birds in the U. S.
Notional Museur, spoke on his experienees in "Bird Hunting in Thni-
lend", tclling something sbout the heterogencous groups »f peoples
in that country, the extent of civilization, the climate and the
Aifficulties of jungle trevel. All life, including birds, is very
cbundent both as to species end numbers. Many of their birds cre
similar to ours, but they have some, such ns parrots, which we do
not havo, cnd leck some of ours, such as sperrows.

After the luncheon following the Ssturdey ficld trip, Mr. Eike
celled on Mr. English for the report of the Nominating Cormittee,
It was as follows:

President - Mr. James Eike
Vice-president - Mrs. Colgate Darden, Jr.
Secretary . Dr. Florence Hague
Treasurer - Mr. W. Edwin Miller
For members of the Executive Committec to serve

until 1953 - Dr. Wm. B. McIlweine,Jr., Petersburg

Mr. R J. Wiatgon, Blacksbhurg
There wero no nominations from the floor and the slote wos approved.

The invitetion to have the next annuel liseting in Danville was
accepteds. Suggestions for Field trips to Back Bay in August ond in
Decembar were discussed and Cherles E. Stevens, Jr. wos appointed to
coopercte with Mr. Jack Perkins at Back Bay Refuge in plenning these
trips.

Sweet Briar, Virginia

V. S. 0. FIELD TRIP
HLRRISONBURG - 1950
By Mex Carpenter

The Field Trip on Saturday, Moy 6, sot off to a good stert at
7:00 a.me from Herrisonburg, Virginia. The so-celled "lunatie
group” hed boen out sinece 4:30 along the Dry River bottomland, and
had recorded e nicec list of 47 specics before breskfast.

The first stop for the group of 13 cars was ot Silver Leke in
Deyton. This is & small lake, 10 acres in size, that is crested by
a rill dem at the southern edge. Tho lake is fod by a l7rce lime=-
stone spring at the northern edge. The lake was rother disoppoint-
ing, sinec only one female Ruddy Duck was present. A Tfew Troe Swel-
lows were flying over the lake snd the only Yellowlezs seen all day,
4 Greater, flew over and called several times. A Kingfisher and
Wilson's Snipc were seen by the group as they headed for Mossy
Creek. Two cers of Forest Scrvice men joined the group &t Bridcc-
water, making a totsl of 15 cors and approximately 65 people for
the remainder of the trip.
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The Mossy Creek area next visited is a low, swampy piece of
ground, the upper end of which is a typical cattail marsh habitat.
Like Silver Lake, Mossy Creek is fed by a large limestone spring
that comes out of the ground at Mt. Solon. The birds of interest
seen here werc the Virginia and Sora rails, a Green-winged Teal, a
pair of Baldpates, a Screech Owl in a low tree along the road, and
a Nighthawk perched on & limb out over the road. Several had to
look for some minutes before the Nighthawk could be seen, so well
did its coloration blend with that of the trec.

The next and last stop after Mossy Croek was in the mountains
in Hone Quarry Hollow. Here the majority of warblers were seen, and
Dr. Murray, along with some others, found a peir of Ravons thot were
feeding young. Theso Ravens are suspectcd of nesting along the rocky
bluff on Roeky Run Mountain that borders Hone Quarry Hollow, since
they have been observed there ot various times by the writer.

A very nicc luncheon was served by the Ladies Aid of the Briary
Branch Church of the Brothren, after which & check was made on the
total number of specics seen. The group scparated exccept for a few
cars that went up to the fire tower on Reddish Kncbe.

4 total of 110 species werc seen, as follows:

Pied=-billed grcbe
Great blue heron

Douny weodpecker
Bastern kingbird

Green heron Crested flycatcher
Black=-crowvmed night heron Phoebe

Mollord Acadion flycatcher
Baldpate Wood pewee
Green=winged teal Tree swallow

Viood duck Rough=winged swallow
Ruddy duck Barn swallow

Turkey vulture Cliff swollow
Red=-tailed hawk Blusc joy

Sperrow hawk Raven

Bob=white queil Fish crow

Virginia rail American crow

Sora rail Carolina chickadee
Coot Tufted titmouse
Killdeer White-breasted nuthatch

Wilson's Snipe
Spotted sandpiper
Greater yecllowlegs
Lourning dove
Screech owl
Nighthawlk

Chimmey swift
Hummingbird
Belted kingfishcr
Flicker

‘Pileated woodpecker
Hairy woodpecker

Houso wren

Bewick's wren
Carclina wren
Mockingbird

Catbird

Brown thrasher
Robin

Wood thrush
Olive~backed thrush
Veery

Blucbird

Blue=-gray gnatcatcher
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Ruby=crowned kinglet
Cedar wexwing
Migrent shrike
Starling
White-eyed vireo
Yecllow=throated vireo
Red=-cyed vireo
Warbling wvireo
Black and White worbler
Worm=eating warbler
Porula werbler
Yellow warbler
Magnolia warbler
ape May werbler
Black-throatcd Blue warbler
Myrtlc warbler
Black-throated grcen warbler
Blackburnian warbler
Chestnut=sided warbler
Bey-breasted weorbler
Pine warbler
Prairie warbler
*Palm warbler
Oven=-bird
Northern water-thrush
Louisiane water-thrush

Morylend yellow-throat
Ycllow=breacsted chat
Hooded warbler
Rodstart

English sparrow
Meaodowlark

Red=-wing

Orchard oriole
Baltimore oriole
Purplec grackle

Cowbird

Scarlet tanager
Cordinal

Rose-brecasted grosbeak
Indigo bunting

Purple finech
Goldfinch

Towhee

Grasshopper sparrow
Vesper sparrow

Junco

Chipping sparrow
Field sparrow
White=throated sparrow
Swnmp sparrow

Song sparrow

May=June 1950

* Seen in the evening by the writer
Dayton, Va,.
i O e

FURTHER NOTES ON FAUNAL ZONES IN VIRGINIA
By Rieherd L, Hoffmen

The subject of life zones in Virginia appears to be onc of per-
ennial interest to roaders of The Raven, and for this reason I feecl
justified in prescnting some ideas aond theories that have occurred
to me in recent years. Therec seems to be & necessity for the cven=-
tual reconciliation of thc viewpoints of ornithologists and workers
in other fields, if a satisfactory understanding of our biotic dis-
tricts is to bc gained. At the present, a2 situation reminiscent of
the six blind men and the elephant scems to obtain in the investiga=-
tion of faunal zoncs in Virginia.

Dr. J. J. Murray has proviously (Reven, 1945, 16:20) indicoated
his conelusion, based on extonsive ornithologicnl reconnaisance, that
there is little or no "purc Conadian® territory in Virginie, the Mt.
Rogers area being the closcst approach thercto. After scvernl years
of field work in woestern Virginia, I have become convinced, on the
other hand, that certain arecs in the state provide as good 2 Canad=-
ian fauna as can be found in, e.g., the Adirondacks. There is a
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striking correlation between the incidence of red spruce (Picea rub-
ens Sarg.) and certain animals, even though the latter only rercly
live in the spruce stands. Picea and the salamander Desmognathus och=-
rophacus occur together in western Virginia at the following loculities:
(1) western Highland County, (2) Mountoin Leke, Giles County, (3) Burk-
es Garden, Tazewell County, (4) on Clinch Mountain between Russell and
Washington Countics, znd (5) in the White Top - Mount Rogers rogione

To the best of my knowledge, ochrophasus has not been found in Virgin-
ia lower than 3000 feet. Another salamander, Plethodon metealfi,

comes into Virginia in the Iron Mountains and at Burkes Gerdon. Here
too, is an amphibian occurring with spruece, and one which doocs not
descend much lower then 3000 feect. Another species of Plethodon, F.
welleri, is known from only four localities, twe in North Carolina,

and Vhito Top and Mount Rogers in Virginia. It seccms not to occur
anywhere lower than 4000 fcet, and on Mount Rogers has not been taka
below the 5000 foot level.

Certain mammels, including the deermouse Peromyscus maniculatus
nubiterrce and the long=-eared bat Corynorhinus rafinesquei, follow
the above general pattern, but mammals likc birds, have much higher
degrees of both ecological tolerance ond mobility, which render them
less valuable, gonerally specking, as zonal indices than are spocies
which are tied down to their perticular kind of habitat. The list
of invertebrates whieh induces me to recognize Ceonadian elements in
Virginia could be made long and tedious, but & few represcntatives
will suffice. A rare milliped, Semionellus placidus, occurs in Minn-
esota, Michigan, northern Indiena, and at two localities on the Blue
Rldge in Virginia. The milliped genus Sciulus is clearly boreal,
having speecies in the Pacifie Northwest, in Michignn, northern Ohio,
New York, and Ontario. Still other forms occur in the Great Smokies,
on Mount Rogers, end at Mountein Lake. Are these not Canadian?

Not enough is yet known of spider distribution to permit much
inference, but = specimen taken on Alleghany Mountein in Highland
County secms to be identical with o speciss previously known from
Ontario. The harvestman Odicllus nubivegus, deseribed from Mount
Mitchell, N. C., occurs at Mountain Leke. Big Knob, over 4000 fect,
in Alleghany County, provides in cddition to verious endemic species,
@ collembolan of the genus Spiristoma, known elsewhere in America
only from the Blue Ridge in north Georgia.

The reference to insects brings up cnother metter to be consid-
ereds Robert J. Watson (Raven, 1948, 19:52) has commonted upon the
life-zone map in Bailey's The Manmals of Virginie and revcaled at
least one ineccuracy. Actuzlly, however, the map mentioncd was not
dovised by Dr. Bailey on the basis of mermel distribution, but is
based on one prepared by Dr. Austin H. Clark for inclusion in his
Butterflies of Virginia, and to my understanding based largely on
butterfly records. The fact that Mr. Wotson found no Canadian birds
or treces in Montgomery County is thus not surprising, since it scems
thet insects cnd birds are not restricted to the some extent by con=-
ditions of climate and altitude.
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The important point which I wished to maeke, alluded to earlier,
is now revealed; it is this divergence of opinion of what constitutes
Canadian Zone territory. Ornithologists do not concur with other
specialists, and the result will have to be eventual agreement on a
common ground, or the adoption of some curious measure such &as the
recognition of "Ornithological Canadian" and "Entomological Canad-
ian", for instancel

Obviously a good deal of thought and controversy will have to
rrecede any mutually satisfactory solution. A number of perplexing
roints suggest themselves, emong which may be listed the following:

l. From the standpoint of horizontal distribution alone, what
are to be considered Canadian index species? VWhat about an animal
which has a wide distribution in northern states and Canada, and which
occurs down through the Appslachians? Must it be, at its southern
limits, restrieted to high elcvations? :

2. As a corollary to the preccding, which is to be given grecat-
er weight - climate or elevation? One of the original concepts of
Merriam's Life Zones was the idees that "Canadian" specics became ine
creasingly altitudinally restricted southward chiefly because the
elevation permitted duplication of the ccld northern climete de-
manded by various strictly Holaretic groups. What about isolated
arecs at lovw elevations, which are always cold, wet, and shaded, and
in consequence have a flora and fruna just liks one would find in up=-
state New York? One such area is MeGraw's Gap, near Cliftcen Forge,
where I find the curious harvestman Sabgcon crassipalpe, & circum-—
boreal species known from Siberis, the Pacific Northwest, New Eng-
land, and Mount Mitchell and Grendfather Mountain, N. Cs A bird with
such a distribution would probebly be regorded as a Canadien form,
but McGraw's Gap is only 1500 fest above sea level. Sabacon is not
the only animal that follows this pattern.

3. What criteria are established by ornithologists for rccognize-
ing a bird as cheracteristic of a certain zone? Does the zone moke
the avifeuna, or vice versa? We must recall that life zones have
never been defined with any degrse of accuracy from the standpoint of
climatic conditions = only by plant and animal asscciations. This
may be putting the cart before the horse. At the present, & zone is
charactsorized well enough in certein typicel regions (such as Lebra-
dor, Yucatan, Arizona, et alia) but at peripheral localities, both
horizontel and verticsl, and overlaps create difficulties.

4. At the other extreme from the Conedian, one can find equel
difficulty in defining the limits of the Austroriparian Life Zonec on
he basis of flora and fauna. The Dismal Swemp itself has a number
of memmels vwhose affinities are certzin northern, Sorex longirostris
fisheri, for exemple. The crayfish Procembarus blandingii and Cem-

barus diogences generally stick clossly to the Cosstel Plain (wﬁféh
corrclates well with the Austroriparian) but they also follow the
Jemes River west tc the very shadow of the Blue Ridgo. Thesc swampe
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loving crayfish would doubtless thrive in the Augusta County sphagnum
bogs near Stuart's Draft if introduced. These bogs, incidenteally,
are certainly coastal in many respects. A botanist might regard them
just as good Lower Austral as the North Landing River swemps in Prin-
cess Anne County. One is impressed with the occurrence of some ani-
mals and plants in "isolated" pockets outside their normal range.

The idea suggests itself that the life zone mey be defined in
terms of topography, which provides for a certain kind of habitat,
and climate, which further affects the floral composition of the hab-
itat type. By this method, the presence of various animal and plant
species would be more in the nature of sccondary verification than
as primary criteria for recognition of verious zones.

My own thinking in this respect is not by any means clear at the
present, and therefore I am the more anxious to stimulate the thought
and comment of others, particulary, as in this case, others familiar
with different groups. Clearly there is room for much future work.

Clifton Forge, Virginia

NOTES AND NEWS

Golden Esgle, Saw-whet Owl, &lbino Red-tail. In a letter to the
Editor, Mr. Herbert G. Deignan, of the United States National Museum,
reports some interesting birds seen on a trip in northern Virginia on
March 4, 1950. In Fauquier County, about five miles east of Werren=-
ton on the road from Centerville and Fairfax, three Golden Eagles
were in sight at once, soa@ring in wide circles and moving northward.
There are not many records for the northward spring flight of these
birds. On the Skyline Drive, six and one~helf miles south of Pano-
rama he had a close view for a long time of a2 Saw-whet Owl. On the
rocad down the mountain from Panorama toward Sperryville, and less
than a mile from Panoresma, an albino Buteo, without much question a
Red=-tail, was perched near the road. It had d=rk eyes and one dusky
feather in the breast, but otherwise was perfectly white.

Evening Grosbeaks. This northern species again appeared in Lex-~
ington this spring, being seen throughout March and most of April.
Col. R. P. Carroll first saw two in his yard on March 2. Later in
the month the flock increased, until on March 27 Bobby Paxton and
Je J. Murray saw 24 on the V. M. I. post, only three of them being
mature males. On April 15 Murray saw 30 at the other end of town,
only three being mature males. On April 22 four adult meles and
four femeles were seen. A smell flock was present in Blacksburg
durirg the same period.

1950 V. Se O+ Duss. The Treasurer reports that some thirty-odd
members are still in arrecrs., If these members will send their 1950
dues to the Treasurer (Mr. W. Edwin Miller, State-Planters Bank,
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Box 6-E, Richmond, Virginia), it will be of great help in carrying
on the work of the Societye.

Contributions. The Society has received this year special gifts
from the following members, ranging from $2.00 to $25.00:

Mr, Herolda H, Bailey, Goshen, Ve,

Mrs. Herbert D. Thompson, Norfolk Va.

Mr. 0. C. Hemp, Staunton, Va.

lMrs. Colgate W. Darden, Jr., Charlottesville, Va,
Mre. Frederic R. Scott, Richmond, Va,

Mr. We Edwin Miller, Richmond, Va.

The generosity of these merbers has helped us to mest the increas-
ing expenses of our work. There may be other members who would like
to send such contributions to the Treasurer.

Bird Song Records and Slides Available to V. S. 0. Members.
Mrs. Colgate W. Darden, Jr., will be glad to let any of the V. S. O.
members use the bird song records and slides which she presented at
the Harrisonburg meeting. Therc will be no cost except payment of
return postage. She may be addressed at University Stetion, Char-
lottesville, Va., It will be well to write about ten days before
the records are needed.

- ==000 = = =

FALL SHEASON = 1949 - VIRGINIA
by F. Rs Scott

The fall season was rather mild, especially in October and Nov-
ember, although it did nct nearly measure up to the heat experienced
in the late fall of 1948. Precipitation was only slightly below nor-
mal, The mild weather and the absence of any hard freezes in Novem-
ber were undoubtedly one of the causes of the many stragglers that
lingered later than usual.

Pelagic Birds. There were few inland reports of Cormon Loons,
one in Albemarle County on October 29 being the eesrliest recorded
there. Weber reported one at Cape Charles as early as September 24.
Horned Grebes werc first noted at Hopewell on October 30 and at
Yorktown on Nevember 6. Grey reported heavy flights of Cormorants
at Cape Henry from mid-Scptember to November 3.

Herons. The maximum count of herons and egrets was 700 at Chin-
coteague Refuge on August 8 (Theodore R. Hake). In the Richmond
eree the peak count of American Egrets was 91 on August 25. Carpen=-
ter noted one near Bridgewater, in the Velley, a@s latc as October 19.
Snowy Egrets remained late at Back Bay, 3 being seen on November 3
(Grey) and 2 on December 1 (Perkins). On August 19 Scott found 48
Louisiana Herons at Chincoteague Refuge and 3 more with a number of
Little Blue Herons psrched on the telephone cable paralleling the
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ceuseway. On the night of April 16 Stevens heard 9 Black-crowned
Night Herons and 2 Green Herons migrating over Charlottesville.
Beasley last recorded the Green Heron on October 23 at the Mariner's
Museum near Newport News. One Yellow=crowned Night Heron was seen
at Yorktown on October 3L (Scott).

Wiaterfowl. Canada Geese were reported in good numbers through-
out the castern half of the state. Both Snow and Blue Geese were
noted again at Curles Neck first on November 14 (Scott and Sydnor).
Gadwall scem to be increasing and were reported from both Charlottcse
ville and Richmond as early as October 29. Baldpate were first seen
at Riehmond on Soeptember 24 and at Lexington on October 21. A Ruddy
Duck was secn at Richmond on August 22 and remained until the arrive
al of migrants on October 2. One was noted at Lexington on Octcber
17 and another Noveuber 4-14, A female Baldpate November 7-14 was
early ot Lexington. With the increasing number of large lckes being
created in the western part of the state, reports of waterfowl will
undoubtedly inerease there. If observers could errange to cover
some of these regularly during migration, many interesting records
could be obtained. In the mountains of West Virginiz such lakes
have yielded large numbers of migrating waterfowl, including 01ld
Squaw, Scoters, flocks of over 100 Horned Grebes, ctc.

Birds of Prey. The maximum count of Sharp-shinned Hawks at Cape

Charles was 100 on September 24. A Marsh Hawk was first noted at
harlottesville on August 13, Beasley reported two Duck Hawks at
Grandview, near Newport News, on October 16. The first Snowy Owl
record of the winter comes from John H. McCabe who saw one in Lou-
doun County on November 27. Shipley found a Long-eared Owl in Bed-
ford County on December 4. Short-eared Owls secm to be increasing;
Alva Nye recorded a meximum of 75 in a Microtus-inrested field near
Leesburg on November 20. A Saw-whet Owl was ceptured alive near
fiekefield about Thankspgiving (David Johnson and Normen Miller).

o

Marsh Birds, Stevens found 2 King Rails at Hatton, Albemerle
County, on August 24, and J. W. Taylor recorded one at the Nationa
Airport on October 15. Thirty Clapper Reils werc seen along the
Chineoteague Causcway on August 6 (Barnes, et al), where the birds
had a successful breeding season. A Black Rail was cbserved for
some time at Seaford, York County, on August 21 by Bessley, Lewless,
Minor, Scott and Stevens. The sarme group also found 2 freshly killed
juvenile Virginia Reil &t the sams time. A Florida Gallinule was
seen in June at Timber Leke necr Lynchburg (Frecer) and wos probably
breeding. Two immatures and one adult were observed by Frank C.
Cross at the Notional Airport on August 28. Scott found one juvenile
Coot in Richmond on August 22.

Shorcbirds. The shorebird migration, especiclly inland, was one
of the highlights of the fall scason. Late Piping Plovers were band-
ed at Chincoteague Refuge on July 23 by Buckalew, Robbins and Browm.
Dennelly recorded one at the National Airport on Scptember 3, the
third reccord for the Washington Region. An immature Piping Plover
s scen ot Scaford on November 25 by Grey, Scott and Stevens. Lex=-



Page 35 ; THE RAVEN May-June, 1950

ington had Semipalmated Plovers from August 23 to September 30; Hope-~
well had one on October 30; and onc was seen at Seaford at the amaz-
ing date of November 205 (Grey, Scott and Stevens). Carpenter collect=-
ed a female Golden Plover at Bridgewater on October 5, and another

was seen at the National Airport on September 15 (Shelton and Donn-
elly)., Black-bellied Plovers were noted at Four Mile Run, Fairfax
County, and lational Airport from September 15 to October 2 with a
poak of'7.on the latter date. Paxton reported 4 at Lexington on
August 28.

An early Wilson's Snipe was seen at Fort Belvoir on August 30-
21. The Spotted Sandpiper remained at Lexington until September 24
and in Albemarle County until October 18. Both Yellow-legs passcd
through the eastern part of the state in good nunbers with the Lesser
appearing to predominate. The Lesser remained at Hopewell until Oct-
ober 30, and 8 Greaters were scen at Scaford on November 25. There
were several reports of White-rumped Sandpipers: 1, Chintotesgue Ref-
uge on August 8 (Hake); 1, Chintoteague Refuge on August 19 (Scott);
30, Back Bay on November 3 (Grey); 40, Seaford on November 6 (Beag=
ley)e The two November records ere espsecially interesting. *Peep"
were rather genersl inland, and both Least and Semipelmated Sandpip-
ers were reported in good numbers from Lexington, Charlottesville
and Richmond, the former romaining at Hopewcll until October 23.
There were threc rocords of Western Sandpipers from Curles Neck, the
latest being November 23. Twe were seen et @eaford on November 25.
A Stilt Sandpiper was reccorded at Lexington Septembor 22-30 (Murray),
2 were collected at Hopewell on October 2 (Scott), and severel were
seen at Four Mile Run October 1-9 (McKnight and Willison}. There
were severzl records of this bird from Chincoteague, the maximum
being 19 on July 23. ZEarly fall dates for the Godwits were obtoined
at Chineotcague by Heke and Buckslew when 1 Hudsonian ond 4 lMarbled
were found on August 9 and 2 Hudsonian and 5 Marbled on Aiugust 1C.
The maxirmum count of Sanderlings at Chincotcague was 5000 on August
8. A lone Sanderling was noted at Seaford on August 21.

Gulls and Terns. Two early Great Black=backed Gulls were record=
ed at Chincoteague on hAugust 6. Four more were seen at Back Bay on
the VS0 field trip on August 20. Two Gull-billed Terns were reported
at Chincotcague on Septcmber 25 and 5 at Back Bay on August 20. Fore-
ster's Terns seemed quite common inland from Richmond east, the larg=
est count being 95 at Newport News on December 2 (Scott), where they
nrobably winter rether regularly. Common Terns, which have becn re=-
Bordod in the Cave Henry region only until September 22, remeined at
#opewell until October 23. Five Caspion Torns at Chincoteague on
August 6 (Barnes and Buckalew) were early. Inlend records for the
Black Tern were more numerous than usual, especially at Lexington
end Charlottesville. One at Hopewell on October 9 was late. At
Chincoteegue, where the Black Tern is usually abundont in fell, 95
were seen on July 23 and 70 on August 6.

Cuckoos and Goatsuckers. Lote Yellow=billed Cuckoos were report-
ed from Charlottesville on October 13 and Richmond on October l4.
Shipley saw a late Nighthawk at Lynchburg on October 16.
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Passerine Birds. Murray reports a heavy migration of Phoebes
and Wood Pewees in the Blue Ridge near Lexington on September 24.
He also observed & Northern Horned Lark with a flock of Prairies on
October 228, A peir of Barn Swallows was observed Teeding young on
the wing at Chincoteague on August 19, a rather late date. Two Pur-
ple Martins were noted at Lexington on August 23, where they are now
quite scarce., Onc Raven was seen at Shirley, Charles City County,
on September 25. It was being attacked by a number of crows. Wet-
more reports a flock of 35 Ravens grouped at a garbage dump at Big
Meadows, Shenandosh National Park, on November 27. This is the sce-
ond largest flock reported for Virginia, the largest being 2 group
of nearly 80 seen by Wetmore just below Thornton Gap, Shenandoah Park
in November, 1947. House Wrens scem to be displacing Bewick's Wrens
in Albemarlec County. Stevens found only 2 few during the summer and
none at all in the fall. The colony of Short-billed Marsh Wrens at
Hatton, Albemarle County, had dwindled to 2 birds on Octcber 22.

One Mockingbird just out of the nest was seen at Richmond on
August 29. Six Gray-chceked Thrushes were noted &t Cape Cherles on
September 24. Two very late Blue-headed Virecos were seen at Pinc
Ridge, Fairfax County, on November 7. Carpenter reported Pipits at
Bridgewater as early as October 15.

Abbott recorded an extremely early Orangecrovmed Warbler at
Fort Belvoir on September 17. A Blue-winged Warbler was noted at
Lexington on September 7 (Paxton), where the bird is quite rarc. A
Nashville Warbler at Hatten on October 18 is the latest date for Al-
bemarle County. A late Yellow Werbler was reparted 2t Charlottcs-
ville on August 30. Cape May Warblers werc very common throughout
most of the state from mid-September to late October. At Richmond,
where they were abundant, they were joined by large flocks of Black-
poll Warblers and on October 15 by 5 Tennessee Warblers., Late Cheste
nut-sided Warblers werce scen at Petersburg on October 10 cnd Albo-
merle County on QOctober 18. In Albemarle County the Bay-brcasted
Warbler was recorded as "almost spectacularly common" with & maxirum
of 26 on September 14. The Western Palm Warbler woas "much more com=
mon than usual" at Lexingbton, and 12 were reported from Cape Charles
on Scptember 24 where this species has been found abundent at times
in fell, Late Yellow-breasted Chats were noted September 24 (Cape
Charles) and October 1 (Fort Belvoir, Abbvott). McIlwaine reports a
Wilson's Warbler at Petersburg on October 8. This bird is unusual
enytime this far east in Southside Virginia.

The maximum count of Boat-tailed Grackles was 150 at Chincotengue
on September 27. A very late Blue Grosbeak was seen at Hatton on
October 22 (Stevens), and Indigo Buntings wore ncted up to October
18 in Albemarle County. One of the most interesting records was an
Ipswich Sparrow which was seen at Seaford, York County, on November
25 (Grey ocnd Stevens) and collected on December 2 (Scott). Wetmore
records o Lapland Longspur at Bip Meadows on October 22. A Snow
Bunting woas seen at Big lleadows November 27, and 01d Rag View, also
in the Park, Dsecember 4. Another wes reported by Perkins at Back
Bay on November 2Zl.

Richmond, Virginia
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BIRDS OF THE CAPE INNRY AREA
By John H. Grey, Jre.

This list of 291 forms of bird life is & przliminary paper in the
sernse that it ettempts to set forth some of the things we do not know
about bird life in this area as well as what we do knowe. It is there-
fore an appeal for help from 21l ornithologists who may have worked in
this area in the pest to cdd any information they have, bul mere cespoec-
inlly cn appesl to mombers of the Virginia Society of O“PluhOIO"” to
join us in working the asree morc thoroughly ond thus fill in the gaps
in our knowledge. %

The importance of this arees tc our knowledge of bird life should
lead many to choecse it as a study area, for no adequate discussion of
coastal bird life haz appeared covcring any of the long stretch of
coast from Cape key, N. J., to Charleston, S. C., & distance of nearly
& thousand miles. At the northern limits of this stretch we find the
Purple Sandpiper wintering regularly, and at the southern end is the
home of the Bachman'®s Warbler. -

This does net mesn to imply that noonc has studied the bird life
of this thousand milcse. In fact we have good knowlcdge of the bresd-
ing birds of Cobb's Island, of wsterfowl on Currituck and Back Bay, of
breeding birds on Pes Island National Wildlife Refuge. ZEdwin Green
published & paper on the birds of Cape Haotterss, &nd Roxie Collis Simp
son one on the bird life at Beaufort, N. C. Likswise thers is much
sbout the coast in Birds of No"t erclina es well as A Preliminory
List of the Birds of lMeryland and the Distriet of Columhia. Yot, itnere
is hardly @ coastel trip of the Virginia Society of Ornitnolozy or of
the Czrolinz Bird Club that does net add significent informction as
well as open up & lot of questions about bird 1lifc which we are not
yot able to answer. TFor instance, lMrs. Simpson ond I found Curlew in
June at Beaufort, N. C. @and sondsred if it were merely a lste migran
cr if possibly non-breeders summercd there as Arthur Woyne says they do
at Charlcston. Or, does enyone know the stotus of Brant aleng this
thousand miles, or even that of Red-backed Sendpiper in winter?

Therefore the success of this paper will depend upon the specd with
which it becomes out of dete, the rapidity with which we supplement our
meager knowledge of bird 11f0 eleong the middle Atlantic const.

The Arce

The Cape Henry arca.ils the southeastern tip of Virginia, the rsg-
ion to the east of Dism2l Swomp. It includes all of Princess Anne
County and the port of Norfolk County which lies outside the Swemp and
the city of Portsmouth. Natursl borriers surround it on three sidos
and elmost separnte it from the rost of Virginiz; the Atlantice Ococan
on tho cast; Chesapecke Bay on the north; Hampton Roads, thoe Elizsbeth
River, and the Dismol Swamp on the weste The North Carolina line
serves as 4 convenient limit on the southern side - o politicel limit
rather then & naturel borrier, s our arca has affinitics with the
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northeastern part of North Caroline to Elizabeth City tnd aleong the
coast to Cape Hattercs.

The land is & rough rectangle. Twenty miles of ocenn beach from
the N. C. line to Copc Henry; thence sixteen miles of beach nlong Chos-
apecake Bey from Cope Henry to Willoughby Spit; then some twenty air
miles from the Spit to the N. C. line, including the Norfolk waterfront
together with some beaches end the mouth of the Lafeyette and of IEliz-
ebeth Rivers.

It seemed best to exclude tho Dismal Swemp in this paper, nct only
because of a differcnce in habitat, “but also beenuse there is some dif-
forence in evifeune: Sweinson's and Wayne's Warblers are found in the
Swemp but have not yet been recorded in our srea; and the breeding
bird of the Swemp is the Athens Yellowthroat, while ours is the lary-
lend.

It is difficult to limit the weter area coversd in the paper, but
in genernl it is not more than can be secen from the shore. Gannets
have been identified by telescops some five niles out, and gulls =2nd
ducks arc listod that haye been seen in the ships chonnel acbout seven
miles out in Chesapeake Bzy. Likewise some birds sre mentioned that
were secn from the Ierry bestwesn Little Creck and Cape Charles, a
distaonce of 25 miles. The Northern Skuc is the only bird listed out-
side this woter erea, and this was scen about 15 miles offshore. In
fact, the woters of the Atlantic are unknown territory as for as Vire-
ginia ornithnlogists are concernzd.

The Cape Henry area is typicel coastel plain with sandy soil and
extreme drought in summer. Cultivated leoné is m=2inly used far $ruck
forming, with tvo crops off the sfme lend in & yeer. Posturs land is
rathor limited, but therec are some extensive gress lends around deoir-
ies ond also around Cemp Pendleton below Virginia Beach. Thore hns
been & noteble increcse in crop land end also in grazing territory in
the last ton years, especially in the southern pzrt of the cres,s In
somc places old fields have becn ebandoned ond allowed to grow up in
woeds ond smell pines, but in genorsl the land thet is not used for
building or f-mming is in woodlends or marsh.

Woods ere mixed Adecciducus &nd cvergreen; short-lenf ~nd loblolly
pine, vhite and red occk, with some willow ozk, eypross, tulip poplar,
and sweet gum. Myrtle bushes are abundant along the cocst, and thore
is a fair arount of holly. There cre few stends of pure pine left,
which may account for our lack of rccent records of the Red-cocknded
Woodpecker.

Brackish mershes are plentiful especially about Back Bay and ihe
HElizabeth, North, and Lafayette Rivepds. Salt marshes are not exten-
sive. There are two reascns for this. First, there are no breaks in
the Atlantic Occan between Cape Henry and Oregon Irnlet © hundrcd miles
to tho south in North Cerolina. (Ruddy Imlot, just below Virginiz Beach
is open at times, but froquently sands up). Also, there are only two
in the bcach on Chesapeake Bay - Lynnhaven and Little Crsck - and in
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these the land lics severel oot above water lovel so that extensive
arcas arc not flooded by the tids. Tho second roason is thot thoe City
of Norfolk continucs to fill in grest areas for building purposcs and
the Navy has done the sczme for other arcaés.

Although there is a long beach it is seldom vedy wide, nor is it
suitesble as nesting sites for gulls or terns, with the exccption of
two smcll colonies of Least Terns. In fzet, the beach 1s more ond more
token over for residences and recreation areas, with the result that
shorehirds are pushed farther cnd farther awey. Before 1941 it wes not
unusunl to find ¥Willet along Chesapccke Bay, while now one looks for
them mainly along the coast at Back Bay. In 1941 there were extonsive
mud flats along Little Creck, but these are now uscd for treining cone-
ters for the Navy or else are in restricted areas forbidden to ornithole
ogists. Back Bey thus becomes more and more & concentration erca for
shorebirdse

Places that are of perticular interest for the bird student cre
spread ell over the area. In the northern section are the Azalen Gar-
dens near the airport, and vhile the underbrush has been cleared it is
always a good place for birds. Likewise the Wildilower Sanctunry be-
yond the weterworks towsrd Lynnhaven covers 15 acres of woodlands g
long Lekes Smith cnd Lawson and is preserved as a naturcl park. lirs.
A, C, Reed has 2 good account of this in the Raven XV: p.39ff, 1944.
Also near Cepe Honry is Seashore State Park covering some 2000 acres
end extending from the beach inland with beautiful stands of timber,
including somec eypress with sccompanying Prothonotary Werblers and
Black=crowned Night Heronse. In the central part of the area is Stumpy
Lake along the Indian River, a favorite hount of ducks, herons and
warblers. Mrs. Reed has also described this (Raven XII: pp. 10-17,
1941) .

The choice spot for birding is Baclt Bay National Wildlife Refusge
on the ocean front about half wey between Virginia Beach and the N. C.
line. It consists of 11,000 acres of marsh and water purchased in 1937
from the Princess Anne and Regpged Island Hunt Clubs. The land along
the occan is from a quarter to half a mile wide betwsen the ocean and
Back Bay, the beach proper being a little over 100 yards from ocean to
top of sand dunes. Two islands in the Bay form an important part of
the Refuge: Ragged Islend vhich is low marsh, and Long Island which is
high ground with some cultivated land and some fair-sized treces. Long
Islend is & good place in warbler migroticn. The wators around thoese
islands are knowm as Redhead, Shipps, and Sond Boys. Harry A. Bailey
wes the first mrnager of the Refuge Trom 1939 to 1943; Juck . Porkins
succeeded him in the eorly winter of 1843. Both men have playcd host
to the V. S, 0., as well as to mony individuals and groups who wished to
study the birds. Without their helpful cooperation over the yecers this
paper would have been much limited.

The arsa is classified as Austroriparian together with the Dismal
Swamp, these being the only parts of Virginia beclonging to this life
zonc, and hence its upper limits on the Atlentic coast. The area is
not pure Austroriparian sinece it lics at the northern limits, but its
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real affinities in bird life are with the territory to the south rather
than with the rest of Virginia to the west. The prevalence of cypress
in the swamps makes it & natural habitat for the Prothonotary Warbler -
but these slso extend to within a few miles of Richmond, as does like-
wise the Chuck-will's~-widows These merely indicste that the edges of
life zones are not clearly marked ereas, but rather territories that
intergrade into one another.

Observers

The area is fertunate in having had the services of & good number
of field workcrs who have done a lot ©f work, and who have left sone
record of their work.

Harold H. Bailey has many refcrencecs to the erea inm his Birds of
Virginia, 1913. In a good many instances it is difficult to be certain
of the tecrritory to which he refers, as he mekes few distinctions be-

tween coastzl, piedmont, and peninsula arca.

Joseph E. Gould worked in the arca from 1922 to 1933 and summarized
his obscrvations in a paper to J. Je. Murray in which he listed 123 forms
with notes on each. Gould was primarily an oologlst so that he is still
our suthority for much ncsting deta.

Almon 0. English of Roenoke wrote a paper for Murrasy in 1933 giv-
ing his observations for the past 3 ycors while living in Norfolk; he
is the only one who has done sny work outside the capes. His list in-
cluded 194 forms, from vwhich 5 must now be deducted as follows: Red-
legged Black Duck which is no longer considercd a sub-speciecs; Ruddy
Turnstone included on the basis of an Oregon Inlet, N. C. rccord; flor=
ida Yellow=~throat whieh he distinguished from the mﬁrvluna and for
which wc lack specimens; White-eyed Towhee for vhich we also lack =

specimen; ond Sharp-teiled Sparrows which he recorded in summcr and
hence is opcn to cuestion if it may not heave been Seasidec Sperrow,
which he did not list. Even this lecaves 189 sure forms for his list,.

Mrs. Floy Barefield of lMcmphis lived beside Little Creek until
about 1941.

Mrs. A. C. Reed, 1518 Morris Avenus, Norfolk, has done the bulk of
the field work. Although she had made many trips through the area be-
fore this, she began to keop systematic notes in 1936. Somcthing of
the thoroughnoss of her work is indicoted by the fact thot of the 291
forms listcd she has observotions on all but 25, and of these only four
forms have been secen merce than oncee. Most of her work was done boiwecn
1936 ond 1945, after which she has boen limited somevhat on account of
illness. :

Locke L. Mackenzio, M.D., of MNew York City, did a great decl of
field work from 1943 to 1945 while with the Amphibious T“nglT@ Cormand.
He often confessed thot he liked to run up a larze daily list - 2 sort
of bird golf,_ha-cﬁllcd it - but he filled in many gaps in our knowlcdge.
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Frederic R. Scott of Richmond has taken the Chesapetke Bay ferrics
as his hobby and thus gethered much informatione.

Servicemen who helped during ¥World War IT included: VWendell Whit-
timore, M. D., of Tcnnessee; Audrey H. Cleugus of Qhio; Sammy M. Ray of
Louisianaj; Kenneth Higby of Wisconsin; and Malcolm Androws of New York
Stato.

Numerous others roferred to in the paper include: Capt. cnd ifrs.
We As Anguin; Mrse. Colgete We Darden, Jre.; Richocrd L. Dobie; Clayton H.
Ewell; Mrse. St. Julion Morshall; Miss Virginia Pickell; Mrs. Herbert
Thompson; &nd Mrse Thomas Thompson. ¢

My own connection with the srea begesn in 1936 when I built a sum-
mer home on Chesapeake Bay above Little Creek. Since that time I have
been a regular summer resident Tor varying periods, and have spent a
good deal of time in the area at other scasons of the year. I have
seen 217 of the 291 forms listed. As will be evident from the paper,
mich of my work has been as compiler of dats gathered by others.

It has been most helpful to cheek our observations against those
made further south ot Pea Island Nationzl Wildlife EHefuge where for
many years my good friend Samuel A. Walker was manager and allowed me
full access to his records. Since our arca has many things in cormon
with the North Carclina Banks I havc tried to gather data from Cape
Henry to Cape Hatteras in the hope of a complete study of bird life in
this region some daye.

Much help hes been gained from comparisons with Birds of the Wash-
ington, D. C. Regzion by Miss key Thacker Cooke (Proceadings of the Biol-
ogiczl Society of iashington, Vol. 42, pp. 1-80, 1929).

Viork Thet Needs to bce Done

Ve heve indiceted under various species some collecting that is
-badly necded, 2s well as early and late records that are desirable. It
would also be a great help if full counts of individuals zs well eas
species were made for a day, something similor to the Christmas Count,
as our best counts are cften inadequatse. Thiz is due to the fact that
only rccently heve we dropped general terms such &s common, or abundant,
end kept a rcecord of the actucl number of individuclse

Another piece of work that might interest someonc is gathering
breeding records - we have rccords for only 96 specics, compared to 109
at ‘Vashington cnd 113 at Lynchburg. Some of the birds that might be
looked for as breeders are: Cormorent, Great Blue Horon, American Egret,
Snowy Egret, Louisiana Heron, Bittern, Gadwell, Mersh Hewk, Virginis
Rail, Black Rail, Loughing Gull, Forster's Tern, Cormon Torn, Royal
Toern, black Skimmer, Black=billed Cuckoo, Barred O0wl, Rough=winzed Swale-
low, Bluec Joy, Fich Crow, Short-billcd Marsh Wren, VYerbling Virco, Svaine
son's VWerbler, Waync's Warbler, Chat, Hooded Warbler, Boat-tuiled Grackle,
Indigo Bunting, Goldfinch, and Scaside Sporrow.
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In the annotated list of 291 species and subspecies, 283 have been
observed within thc last 20 yearse.

I hove listed what we consider a normal count of birds for one day
and also a maximum count. The normel is merely the cverage of mony
field trips, and is what ono might well expcet to find on & suitable
day. The maxirmmm is the most that have ever been recorded in onc day;
and while this should reprcsecnt & doy's work on foot to glve an accur-~
ate idea of the abundance of a species, it actually represcnts counts
of all kinds - some by automebile, others by boet; some aro of individe
ual flocks thet pussed while one merely watched, end still others are
combinations of alvost every means of locomotione.

I have attempted to list &ll records through 1949.

Common Loon. Gavia immer immer. Winter visitor; feirly cormion.
October 26 (Reed) through Mry 14 (Reed found in summer plumege) with
occasional bird in swmecr. Cormmwon as & nmigrant in Noverber and zlso
late Merch through carly April. It is morc conmon in Chesapeske Bay
than along the ccast. In April and May 1942 Herry Boiley estimated
some 400 birds of this and the Tfollowing species killed by oil fron
ships sunk by subnnorines.

; not as common
« lovember 4
; one, July 28,

Red=throated Loon. Gavia stellata. Winter visitor
as the above, nor does it migrate in as marked numbors
(Roed) to May 17 (Grey); cvernge November 5 to April 5
1949 (Grey).

Holboell's Grebe. Colymbus grisegnn holbollii. Rere winter visi-
tor; seven records. English saw one March 29, 1931; »nd one Jrnurry 28,
1934. Recd observed onc at Lynnhaven Bridge Jenuory 9 snd 31, 1937;
and cnother at Back Bay December 16, 19432, this bird being recordsd on
the Christmes Bird Count December 19th. The 1944 count recordec? one
et Back Bay Decenber 31, 1944. Both birds at Beck Bay were in the surf
close to shore. Scott saw 24 from Little Creck Ferry January 30, 1949.

Horned Grebe. Colymbus suritus. Winter visitor; reguler in smail
nurbers. November 1 to liay 11 - in swimer plumage - (both Recd); av-
ercge Decerber § to Mcreh 28, 1In February 1942 Harry Bailey rcporied
heavy dencge to these from oil from the submerinc sirnkingse. One et
Lynnhaven July 21, 1944 (Stevens and Grey). Moxirum 30.

Pied-billed Grebe. Podilymbus podicens podiceps. Winter visitor;
foirly cormone August 30 (Scott cnd Stevens) to liay 13 (Reed); aver-
age Scptember 17 to April 19. DMNore cormon in migration, with an occos-
ionel bird in swmner. Liaxizun 22.

Audubon's Shecrwaters, Puffinus lherminieri lherminieri. Several
were cobserved at Virginia Beceh by illiam Falrer “"early in October!
(no year given) and reported by William Rives, Auk 1€:189...., also 48:
20le. On July 28, 1939 Mrs. Reed @nd I obsorved one in the surf o mile
north of Refuge Hcadquartors at Back Baye. Tho bird could fly a short
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distance but would flop into the surf, its head dropping below water
and its wings outspread as if it were about to die. It would lie on
the woter in this position until I waded close to it, then would rouse
and fly out into decper water. A few days later on August 1, 1939 we
ceptured a female on the boach (presumebly the same bird), which showed
the same limber-neck diseass, ag it wes unable to raise its head. The
skin wes pleced in the North Carolina Muscunm, but I neglected to pre-
serve the body so thet it could be studied for parnsites.

Greater Sheoorweter. Puffinus grovis. One bird was seen by Mrs. Reed
end me at Cope Henry July 31, 193%. The bird wos the size of a Duck Havk
with the black of the head ending in«a sharp line below the eyec, with
cleer vwhite below. I was familisr with these birds from & rccont Atlan-
tic crossing and felt sure of the identification.

Leoch's Petrels Qceonodroma leucorhof leucorhoas. Rare: three rec-
ords. ZEnglish saw 15 or 20 in Tanner's Creck, & part of Lafoyetteo Riv-
or, August 26, 1933 following @ great hurricanc. This same storn
brought mony petrels of this speocies inlond et Cape Mey, New Jerscy,
where Witmer Stonc observed that of the many birds obscrved at that
time all wore Lecch's cxcept one Wilson's. In fact, he lists Leach's
&s the more common petrel, 2t least in late swmier and outwm: (Bird
Studies ot O0ld Cape May, XI:91, 1937). Three birds were scen by Krs.
Roed on August 17, 1945 from the Cepe Charles Ferry. She soid, "They
definitely had forked toils; of that I am positivoe." Fred Scott sem

6 from the same ferry July 28, 1948.

Wilson's Petrel. Oceanitos ocecnicus occanicus. Surmer visitor;
not common close to shore, but more so out in Chesespeake Bar and off
the capes. 411 records, except two, fall between June 8 (T« Re Sydnor)
ard August 30 (Scott and Stevens). Lt. Wendell Whittimore reported
sceing "many" in Chesapcake Bay on March 21, 1943 whilc sailing out on
the U. S. S. Token. Capte W, B. Stell, of the Norfolk Pilot Lssociatien,
tells me that when the pilots had the old Virgzinia as a pilot boat they
used to catch "Mother Cary's Chickens" in the open boiler room in cold
weather, Maximun counts are 70 each by Reed July 19, 1948 and Scott
on August 8, 1947. Alexcnder Wetmore reports then corrmon at sea noar
the the Capes (Auk 42:262). 4 few birds have been obscrved in fair
weather in Hampton Roads as fer as the Nevport Mews — Pine Beach (or-
folk) Ferry. A record of August 24, 1933 may have included toth spec-
ies of petrels though neither was definitely identified in +the news art-
icle of the Norfolk Virginian Pilot which reported many "Mother Cary's
Chickens"” in the bay following the hurricane of August 23rd.

Our scent records of petrels posoc two problems which some may wish
to explore further.(l) How carly does Wilson's Petrel arrive? Our date
of June 8 is not as early as the earliest at Cape lay of Lay 24th. or
New York of lMay 29th., but it is not much out of line, However, we
have the rcport of Stell of finding these birds in cold weather, and
Whittimeore's record of March 21st. Possibly we hove lacked obscrvers
at the right time, and also it is probeble that in early spring the
birds muy come into the Bay only in rough weather. (2) Then ne have the
question of the ratio of Leach's to Wilson's in our watcrs. It has
been a habit along the coast to assign all records of petrels to Wilson's
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unless proved different, partly on account of Peterson's comment in
his Ficld Guidc to the Blrd“' "As the Wilson's Petrel is far commoner
off our shores thon the Leach's, most sight records of petrels are au-
tomstically referred to this specics (Wilson's)", (r.9, Srd. ed.). All
the birds I have observed around Cape Esary have been Wilson's, also
North Ceorolina has records only of Wilson's. Yet, at Cape May the
birds which arc scarce:with us are the commoner specics there, for with
them Leach's is much more common than Wilson's. The casiest way to dis-
tinguish the two petrels is by their flight, for even ot greet distances
it becomes cvident that Leach's Poctrel resembles the flight of 2 butter-
fly, whilec Wilson's Petrel is more stendy like o swallow.
L 4

Eagstern Brown Pelican. Pelccanus cecidentalis carolinensis. Threo
records. Harry Bailey saw 4 birds April 12, 1940 flying among gulls
following @ run of crotkers off the beach ot Back Bay. Reginald Den-
ham of New York saw "not less than 6 and not more thuq 12" stuke-dive
bombing for fish in Chesapeake Bay on April 18, 1946 while he was crosse
ing the Cepe Charles Ferry. Perkins saw 3 on H,y 10, 1949 at the Ref-
uge. There is a record from near Suffolk - out of ocur territory - by
George B. Lay of the old Biclogical Survey, who wrete me that he hzad
seen one "on the wing and also in a tree on June 1, 1936, neer Suffolk!.

Gannet. Moris bossenn. Winter visitor: although recorded overy
month in the year except June and Scptember; mors commen in the migra-
tions in November and karch. Usuclly observed in smell numbors, but
sometimes large flights arc obscrved which are ¢ften in connsction with
schools of fish. Recd saw 1,000 liarch 27, 1948 and over 600 April 11,
1940; Mackenzio observed a flight of "s uvurql hundred birds off th

cach &t Ocezn View" vhen the birds were {lying up the Bay in & fligﬂt
that lasted over cn houre. Scott has sesn them as for up the harbor as

he Norfolk-Newport News Ferry. 4L good place to sec them is from Sand
Bridge, where I observed 35 birds in an hour April 10, 1947, 21 of
these being immature. Thoeso birds were flying fer out to sca, usually
singly, but occasional poirs flew by. 411 were hecded north.

European Cormorant. Phalacrocorax carbo carboe. Two records. Les-—
ter L. VWalsh end Mrs: Reed saw one Deccmber 31, 1934 in the Virginia
scction of Knott's Islande Mrs. Roed saw 3 on Decembor 31, 1945 on
the broakweter at the mouth of Little Crecsk. Thesc birds were noticed
because of their lerger sizec compored with Double-crestcd Cormorants.

Doublec~crested Cormorante. Phalacrocorax auritus 2uritus. Abundmnt
migrant; not common wintcr visitor; a fow remain in swmer. Aversge:
Scptehbcr 12 to November 27 and March 10 to May 17. Maximum of 1,000
by Reed Scptember 30, 1948 cnd flocks of 60 to 75 are usual. Counts
for the fall of 1948 by Reed give some ides of migrations: Septomber
21 - 102; September 30 - 1,000; October 31 - 20C; November 18 - 15; and
Decenber 12 - 1. In sumer ¢ fow may usunlly be scer beleow Sandbridge
pcrched on pound poles. A surtier bird would be worth collceting as it
might prove to be the southern form F. 2. floridanus vhich has not yet
been recorded for Virginia. Poul Bartsch celloctod o speeinmen in Dis-
nal Swamp whieh wos at first token to be the southsrn form, but Ober-
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holser identified it as an irmature auritus, (Auk 51:78).

Great Blue Heron. Ardea herodics herodias. Resident; more cormron
in migrations; not known to breed. laximum count for cne day is 40 on
May 17, 1941 (V.S.0. field trip); however, Jack Perkins estimeted there
were 100 birds using the Bsck Bay Refuge in 1945; aversge is 5 to 10 &
dev. Reed notes that these birds are becoming scarcer around the city
of Norfolk due to the inereased building slong croeks end rivers, as
well as to c¢enuding the shores of lekes of most vegetation - so that by
1948 a bird & day around the city was & good find. Reed also noted be-
fore 1941 that this form, and other herons, used Stumpy Lakc a griat
deal, and flew in the direction of North Landing as if therc might be
& rookery. By 1948 there had come & chenge which she describes: "I do
not think the herons are using Stumpy Lake eny more, due to the fact
the City dreins it completcly every summer. I doubt if there is a her-
onry now below Stumpy Leke; at least the birds do not travel back and
forth as they used to."

American Egret. Casmerodius albus egretta. Summer visitor; cormon
to abundont as a post=breeding migrant, but not known to treed. TFeb-
ruary 8, 1947 (Resed) to December 22 (Mrs. Derden); average April 15 to
October 14. Our records indiecatsc a rathor steady increase in these
birds over the past 25 years. Thus, Gould, vho did mmch of his work in
the 1920's, listed it only as a post-brecding migrant with August 2 as
his earlicst date. IEnglish, in 1933, pointed out that the birds hed
increased 50 in the pest 5 yesrs, and found them beginning to become
commnon by mid-summer. FEnglish also had one early date of one bird on
April 14, 1933. From 1938 through 1942 the birds were rccorded each
Lrril, end in 1945 and 1946 Jack Perkins found them in Mezrch, and in
1947 Reed found one in February. Likewise their increase is indicoted
in some daily counts in July and August 1938 made betwesn our cottag
near Little Creck to Cape Henry, Virginia Beach, Dcm Neck, snd Knott
Islend - some 40 miles - on a totel of 5 $rips I saw from none to tw
birds - and only cn August 25th. in & boat trip =sround Knotts Islond
to Bock Bay headgquarters did we sce scme 25 birds. By 1944 counts of
25 were not uncommon around Little Creek, end in 1948 Scott found 102
at Little Creek on July 28th. and Recd found 99 on Cottage Toll Rond
July 30, 1948. Reed notes that in 1948 we had the largest number since
1937, end they were found everyvhere, even in fields, hunting for craw-
fish pcrhapse.
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Snowy IZgret. Leucophoyx thula thula., Swmer visitor; not common,
more so as 2 post-brecding migrant. April 22 to Septerber 22 (both
ced); average July to September 10. loxirmm 13 on July 28, 194¢ (Scott}.
Two seen by Perkins December 1, 1949, This is onothor species of heron
which is increasing under the protecction given it during this ccntury.
In 1938 on trips from the cottage to Knotts Island no birds were notcd
in July and from 1 to 3 in August. However, Reed noted 12 birds Aus-
ust 1, 1937, but on August 1, 1939 we only found 3 birds, ~ad on Aué—
ust 1, 1940 wo did not list any. Iven in 1944 v surray end I spent
4 days ot Back Bay Aurust 10-13, only one tird was seon, and thet on
the 13th. It is evident thct they are not as reyulor e migrant cs the
American Egret, although some can usually be found at suitnble places.

3
hen
3]



Pepe 48 THE RAVEN July=Aurust, 1550

Reddish Egret. Dichromanassa rufescens rufescens. lirs. Heed observe
ed one at Stumpy Lake in 1942, observing it from 3 to 5 hours each of
the following days: June 2, 3, 6 and 26. I believe this is the only
record north of Florida for the Atlantic States. MNrs. Reed says: "The
bird at no time associated with other herons which were near. The bird
was in the white phase. The legs appsarcd dark, not blue. In fact,
the bird appeered to me likes the white phase of the Reddish Egrct as
shown by Audubon, platc 256, in Eirds of America, eoxcept I did not sceo
the fine nuptiel plumes, and the neck appesred rouched-up in places.

The books cdescribe the bill as 'flesh-colorcd'. There were times vhen
I got a pinkish gleam about the bill and eyes, but I could ncver tcll
what it was. Howell states lores and eyclids are psle flesh color.

The neck of the bird appsarcd very rough, perhaps what Poterson cealls
'shogey'. When walking in the water it welked slowly. Petcrson says
its actions are clovmish; on the other hend Howcll stotes they wsalk
ebout slowly in seerch of their prey. I hed never seen @ Reddish Esret.
But when I saw moving pictures of the bird with that pcculizr long
white fuce - due to the lorse amount of white orn the bill - I felt a
gense of satisfaction thnat at lest 'there wos my bird'. Since the vhite
phase occurs 50-50 in the West Indies, I wonder if this could have bson
& bird from thorce. Of course this is only a guess."

Louisianc Heron. Hydranassa tricolor ruficollis. Postebreeding mig-
rent; formerly scorce and not recorded in some years; now recordsd reg-
ularly in slightly increased numbers. July 2 (Scott) to Scptomber 22
(Reed); average July 20 to September 20. Maximum 20 in 1948 (Ferkins);:
avertge 2. Most of our birds cre immuture, Reed listing rccords of 3
adults, one eech in different yecars. These birds breed some 80 miles
south on the Pea Island Refuge in N. C. cnd hove been roporied nesting
on Rogue and Cedar Islands of'f the eastern shorc,

Little Blue Heron. Florida cacrulea cceruled. Summer visitor: com-
mene. March 17 (Perkins) to October 19 (Eeed); average April 21 to Oct-
ober 8. One immature at Refuge December 31, 1949 (V.S.0.) These birds
formerly bred in our area neer Fentress, vhere on June 22, 1934 4. J.
Murray estimatcd there were 400 pair breeding in a horonry that covored
about one acrs. No other specics were with them. (4uk 51:510-511). A
year loter I visited the heronry cond estimatcd ~bout tre same number
of birds and nests, but in 1936 ths lznd burned over and there hes been
no record of the birds frequenting the Fentress torritory since. Mrs.
Recd foels reasonably sure there is a heronry neor North Landing which
is probably uscd by scvsral specics. Neximum for one doy 98 on July
28, 1948 (Scott); cverage 15.

Eestern Creen Hercon. Butorides virescons viresecns. Summer visitor;
rogular in small numbers, breeds. April 2 (Recd) to Decerber 22, 1941
(Christmas Ccunt), with next latest October 16, 1932 (Dnglish); avor-
age April 9 to Ssptember 1. English found & nost and eggs Moy 15, 1232
Mre. and lirs. Thomas Thompson found onc May 20, 1945,

Elack~cromned Night Heron. Nvcticorax nycticorax hosctli. Unconrmon
residonte. formerly trkcen to be only a summer rcesidont with averooe
datcs of" April 7 to Ausust 17. Christmas counts have turacd up & mumber
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of records: Jenuary 2, 1949 there were 13 on Long Island, and on Dec=-
ember 31, 1949 there were 53 birds. Barefield found an immature at
Stumpy Lake February 18, 1941. C. C. Ewsll says there was a heronry
on Rogged Island in days past. The only place I know to find them rcg-
ularly 1s &t the pools in Seashore Park. HKHeed notes that with us this
gpecics keeps more to the woods and doos not frequent the marshes as
docs the Yelleow-crowmed. We have no definite breeding recordse

Yellow=crowvmed Night Heron. Nyctenassa violacea. Uncommon surmer
visitor; brecdse. April 1 (Recd) to October 14; average April 17 to
Scptember 28. Three winter rccords: Darden on December 18, 1239; lirs.
Herbert Thompson reported four stayed the winter of 1947-48, and saw
one bird Jamuary 8, 1840. Further observation might prove this species
to be residznte A few may be found regularly in the salt morshes of
Nerth Shore Point in the Lafayette Rivere. It wes herc the birds nested
in 1946, 1947 and 1948 in Mrs. Darden's yord. On April 9, 1947 we
watched the poir nest-~building. One bird foraged for twigs which werc
broken from vhe trees, end then carricd to the nest over o route that
usually led Ifrom one bronch to enother, so that the bird did not have
to fly. The othoer bird stayed at the nest and received the sticks
which were dropped on the ncst by the first bird. Vo did not notico
any attempt by the bird at the rnest to take the sticks from the besk
of tho bird who brought them. Instcad, the second bird simply walked
the sticks into a platform. Mirs. Dorden has an intercsting article on
their nesting in the Raven XVIIT, p. 25

American Bittern. Rotsurus lontiginesus. Probobly a scarce rosi-
dent, as we have rccords for every month except Februery, May, Scptom-
ber, and October. Most records occur in spring from March 10 {(Reed)
to April 29; averoge March 19 to April 18, The four summer rccords
sugeest the possibility of nesting since o nost wos recorded on Curri-
tuck Sound 40 miles to the south of our ares. hese records are: June
2, 1938; July 29, 1942; August 1, 1940, and &ugust 20, 1949, Rced's
record of November 9, 1939 is azetually the only fall date. Winter rcce
ords include 6 for December, ranging a1l the way from the lst. to the
3lst., end January 2, 1949.

Eastern Least Bittern. Ixcbrvchus cxilis exilis. Summer visitor;
fairly cormon, but more common in migretions. April 17 (R. S. Frecr,
John B. Lewis, and M. G. Lewis) to Septomber 22 (Bareficld); avercge
May 8 to August 18. Geuld found a nest within ths city limits of Nore
follt on Sxmith's Creek July 20, 1926. his bird scems to prefer the
brackish and fresh wator marshes to the sals mershes; Bay Boy is & fave-
orite heunt for it.

Eastern Glossy Ibis. Plesndis falecinellus Paleinellus. Ce Co Eroll
saw four birds on Rrzged Islend, Back Bay, the "first week in Mey", 1228.
He identified them from skins in kirs. Recd's collection in 1942 (Reven
14:28) .
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Waterfowl

The area offers excellent opportunities for seeing all varicties
of ducks, geese and swan. Great conccntrations areo to be found on the
Refuge at Beck Bay, with peaks usually in December ond Februory in con-
nection with migration. IMigretion in the fall begins slovwly with some
birds coming ns early as Scpterber, then builds up rather stendily to
about the second week in December, after which some birds continue
southwvard, while the larger nurber remnin in the area to be joincd ab-
out nideFcbruary bJ birds from the south. The spring migraticn is the
reverse of the £2ll, with laerge flocks building up suddenly in Febru-
ery to be followed by a tromondous gxodus Trom the Refuge as foeding
arecs open frrther north, and then the numbers taper off until late
April when only o few birds remain.

Back Bay Refuge is the place to sce concentrations of certai
species. As the refuge boat sweeps around the edge of the margh, great
clouds of ducks and geese rise ahoad in such numbers that the sight is
nothing less than awe-inspiring. dhllb one sees great nuubers of water-
fowl at the Refuge it is difficult to get closc to the birds for indi-
vidual study. Since the cedges of the bay are marshy it is hard to get
closs to the weter from the land, and in the boct the Tlocks risc well
ahctde

Another place for concentrations is Chesapecke Bzy with good num-
bers of Golden-eye, Red-breasted Morgonser, and 014 Sguaw. Good views
of these may be had from the Cape Charlcs-~Littlc Croeck Ferry as the
birds becomec accustonied to the boat and onc is aoble to get fairly clese
views.

Then there arc numerous ponds and crecks such oz those around the
Azrlee Gerdens, Wildflower Sanctuary, and the Norfolk 7 atornork while
one does not find the great numbers in such placcs, it is easicr to got
closer to the birds.

The Fish and Wildlife Service tckes an annucl census of watcrfowl
in January vhen it is believed thet the erdu arc moving about less than
at other times. In addition, the worden at the Refuge makes froguent
estimates of the birds using the Resfuge, and in his guarterly report
gives the number of birds in penk con cuﬂtrﬂt ons 25 well as the average
number using the Refuge. We have been granted accoss to these figures
with permission to usc them by the Service =nd through the cocperation
of the mancgers. Herry Bailey wos ;va"c Kemogoer from 1938 to 1942 ond
Jack E. Fcrkins succceeded him in 1943. ZEstimatcs of Tlocks of ducks
voery with individuels, Perkins being a Hlt more couscrvotive in his cos-
timates thnn Bailey, ﬁo*cﬂer, I have often thought thers were reelly

a lot morc ducks preseant in some yeers vhen I was with Bailey then I
have scen with FPerkins.

The enclosed shect of the numbers using the Refuge from 1940
through 1949 is bosed larzcly on tre Japuary counts, and in many cases
is loss than the peok concentraticons obscrved in Deccmbere
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Thistling Swan
Cenada Goose
Snow Goose

Blue Goose
Mellerd

Black

Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Blue-winged Tesal
Baldpate

Redhead
Ring-necked
Canvasback
Scaup

Ruddy

Coot

Maxlmum Counts of

'40-141

5,000
7,000

5,000

3,000
12,000

500

20,000
500
40,000
3,000
20,C00
1,000

3,000

'41-42

4,000
22,000

11,000

3,000
7,000
20,000
2,500
500
12,000

3,000

Waterfowl at Back Bey National Wildlife Refuge

3,500
8,000
15,000

3,500

15,000

3,500

10,000 35,000

30,000
14,000
3,500

20,000

20,000

7,000

15,000

142-44

1,000
10,000

10,000

500
1,500
5,000

300

500
3,000

1,000

3,000
500
1,000

500

(e}
«H

144

350
50,000
10,000

50

2,000

5,000

1,500
10,000
5,000
2,000
1,500
500
1,000

3,000

30,000
20,000

&0

5,000

5,000

1,000
10,000

10,000

20,000
10,000
2,000

8,000

20,000

20,000

22
6,000

g,000

1,000
11,000

11,000

3,000
12,000
2,500

10,000

S

N
3,000
30,000
18,000
10
100
6,000
5,000
500
2,000
10,000
10,000
5,000
10,000
15,000
2,500

20,000

*18-49

3,000
20,000
20,000
20

200
6,000
10,000
1,000
2,000
8,000
1G,000
2,000
5,000
1,000
2,000

5,000
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In grouping the waterfowl of the area according té their numbers
we have uscd five divisions = :

I. Abundant: Cecaeade Geese and Snow Geese. To have less than 30,000
Conada Geese or 10,000 Snow Goeseo suggests a shortocze.

II. Common: eight species which very with the years so that ot
times they are almost ebundant cnd in other ycors they are unconmon.
These species fall into threce groups =

l. Canvas-backs and Redheads are found in large rafts which
erc casy to estimate. Canvas-bocks hove voried from 30,000 to 1,800
with 10,000 &s an average. Hedhoads do not vary as much; 10,000 to
1,000 with 5,000 as average.

2. Pintail and Baldpate are also Tfound in rafts and on the
whole ore about equally cormon, and a little lees common then group 1.
Pintails have ranged from 20,000 to 2,500 with 10,000 as average. Balde-
pate very from 20,000 to 3,000 with 10,000 averagec.

3o Whistling Swan, Elack Duck, Scaups (both Groater and Lesscr)
end Red-brecasted Mergenser. These vary considerohbly but on everage
good vear brings two to three thousand of ceaeh. Svan and Scaup are cas=-
ier to estimeots as they arc in flocks or rafts, but Black Duck are &l-
ways hord to estimate as they are scattered everywherc in small numberse
Mergensers are likceirise herd to estimate with o few on ponds and lokes,
but with lorger numbers in Chesaoposke Bay.

IIT. Not common: Mellaré, Green-winged Tecal, Blue-winged Teal, Ring-
necked Duck, ond Ruddy. Ring=-ncck and Ruddy average 1,00C o ycar; Bluce
winged Teal 1,000, Green-wingsd Teal 500 and Mallard 200,

IV. Scarce: ten species with averages as fcllows = Blus Goose, 503
Gedwall, 20; Shoveller, 75; Viood Duck, (no satisfoectory counts); Golden-
eye, 20; Bufflchead, 20; 014 Squaw, 20; and the 3 Scoters cbout 1CO ca.

V. Rare: Brant and Zuropean Vidgoon.

Birds which have been rccordsd as brecding are: Canada Gocse (on
Mellard (oncc); Black, Blue-winged Teal, Wood Duck and Hooded
(one reccord that is not cntircly setisfactory).

Whistling Swan. Cysnus columbianus. Winter visitor; common, more so
in migrations. October 6 (Bzileoy) to Ap»il 9 (Perkins)e Usunlly ar-
rives in cerly Novcmber ond stays throuzh March, with the bulk of the
birds lecaving in Februsry. 014 timers seon to feel thot the birds werce
more conmmon in Back Bay ard Currituck Sound in the yenrs beforc the 19233
hurricarc, when szlt wetor flooded the Bay and killed the duck Tood.
Also, it is cleoimed, salt waoter came throush the Chesapeske and Albo-
marle Conal (until locks were insteolled) and this mode the woter more
brackish with a loss of food for watorfowle It is cortain thot corly
in the 1930's Swan becume more numerous at Lako latteruskcet, No C.,
and it was taken for granted thoy had becen Torced from their former
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habitat by lack of focd. Although there has becen a decrcase in thoe
birds ot Mattamuskeet in rccent yeers, they still winter therce in large
numbhers. The only carly count that I have been oble to find is the
Christmas Count of Caps, Crosby, &and Griscom who found 1,050 birds near
Cocdar Island on December 30, 1923.

Cormon Canade Goosc. Branta carnadensis canadencsis. Winter visitor;
gbundent, & few remoin throuch the summior and we have one nesting roe-
ord. Bezins to arvive in mid-September, rcaches a pecak in Deconber,
and usually the bulk have left by nid-Februsry. Caps, Croshy and Gris-
con obscrved 3,700 on Decertber 30, 1923. Herry Bailey, in his quarter-
1y report of April 1940 says: "Obscrved and took pictures of two Conada
Geese nesting on the Ragged Xsland propertyt. Therc is no record of
young from this nesting. Therc 1s, of coursec, & possibility that thesc
nestinz birds might have been stock formerly usced for decoyse.

Hutchins's Goosc. Bronta canadensis hutchinsi. Mackenzie and Bare-
Tield observed two small geese at twenty feet November 25, 1943 at EBack
By, which they identified as this species (Raven 15:36). The Christmas
Count of January 2, 1942 listed one which Perkins says was a positive
identification as they hed excellent views of 1t, including flying over
their heads. Scott has a record for Richmond, which I beliove is the
only other record for the Statc.

Anerican Brant. Branta bernicla hrota. It has formerly been listed
as a winter visitor in some numbers, but the last record for the arca
seems to be that of English who found 200 at Dam Neck November 7, 1932.
Lester Walsh found 6 at Back Boay lfovember 14, 1931. Caps, Crosby, and
Griscom on their Christmas Count saw 50 on Deccmber 30, 1932 neazr Cedar
Island. The change of status from a regular winter visitor to our prese
ent cbsence of recceords for 17 years is due ia part to the fact that the
birds are marine iceders, and thus as selt water was shut out of Back
Bay their food discppeared. Their choice food is eel graoss, and a sce=-
ond choice is sea lettuce, and these cunnot now grow in the only slight-
ly brockish waters of Back Bay. Then comes the questicon of why we heve
notv other roeards for salt water. Recent records for the Pea Islond
Refuge, which is surrounded by salt water, indicaitcs the birds sre quite
scarco, with Wallter reporting about 400 a year, and some years obssrving
none. Louis Bishop in 1901 said they werce the most abundont sza fovw
at Pea Island.

Yihite=-fronted Goosze Anscr albifrons 0nsSe Hurry Boiloy re-
ported two "seen deily" February 5-11, 1939, onc¢ bird (which may
have bocen onc of the two he saw) Doccmber 29-30, 1938. Two immaturc
specimens in the American lseunm of Natural History were tnken Hovomber
25, 1925 on Recdhead Bay in Eack Bay (Auk 435:222)e e Xnow of no other
records for tho Stato,. e
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Lesser Snow Goose. Chen hyrperborea hynerborcea. The fourth edition

1st lists this form as "casuel ines..o.Virginia,"
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Grooter Snow Goosc. Chen hyperborea atlantica. Winter visitor; o-
bundent. October 10 (Builey) to Lpril 12 (Perkins); average November
20 to February 18. TFlocks roach a peak in December, after which mony
dopart for the Pea Island Refuge where 11,000 have been rccorded ot one
timoc. Another pezk is reached in early Foebruary, or even January, when
birds crowd the Refuge before teking off northward. Rives in his Cata-
logue of 1890 listed them as "not common winter visitor. A spocimen was
observed in Virginia in the swinter of 1877 by Li. Uirt Robinson.' Caps,

Crosby, &nd Griscom did not report them in their 1923 census around Cod-
ar Island just below tho Refuge - which may prove nothing. Nevenbor 14,
1928 C. 7. Tommscnd end C. L. Bull sow 2,000 (Auk 46:103)« The type

1

specimen for thic form was takcon on Pack Baye

Blue Goosce. Chen cacrulescens. Winter visitor; @ fow are secn reg=-
wlarly with the Snow Goesce Octobor 30 (Bailey) to March 27 (Perkins).
Too were scen by Tommsend end Bull November 14, 1928 (égE_éG:lOZ).

ciley and I counted 20 birds December 29, 1928, and there have beon
severel counts in other years of egual numberse. T have sceveral counts
of which onec third of the birds werc immetures. FPerkins saw two immo-
tures lay 15, 1¢49.

Common Mallard. Anas platyrhynchos platyrhymches. Winter visitor;
not common, but seen regularly in small numbers. October 1 to April 13
(both Bailey); average mid-October to early April. A pair stayed at the
Refuge in the spring of 1944 and nested in the boathouse, whsre 14 eggs
were counted and photographed by Mackenzie, Perkins and Grey. Rats de-
stroyed the nest shortly afterwzirds.

In the early part of this cenbury it wes believed the Mallard was
not holding its own in comparison to the Black Duck, due to intorference
over its breeding arces. J. Co Phillips of lasscchusctis published some
records (Auk 29:533-534, 1912) of the number of Mallards and Black Ducks
talcen at hunt clubs on Currituck Sound and Back Bay. At the Currituck
Hunt Club = 30 miles south of the Virginia line, he had gocd roecords
for 24 vears, 1886-1912, Using the number of Black Ducks taken in a
season s 100% he found that over the whole period ligllards taken were
47% of Black Ducks taken. From 18%88-98 Mallards were 55%, ard from
1898 to 1910 Mellards were 44%,., He also had rcecords from the Falsec
Cape Hunt Club on Dack Bay, just below the Refuge, for six scasons,
1906-07 to 1911-12, when Mallards were 235; while at Currituck for the
seme six scasons Mallards wore 37%. He lists the Mallerds token at
Currituck for only threc scasons:

Season Totel Mallards token Tekon in Novembexm
1909-10 120 50

1910-11 232 107
1911-12 47 29

Phillips makes three comments that qualify the apparent decreasc
in the number of Mallardse. le. The difference betweosn Ialse Cape and
Curritucit for the six yesrs moy be duc in part to heavicr bating at
Currituck and might only prove that Mallards were responsive to plenty
of scattered corne 2. He points out that from 1858 to 1912 Blacks have

A
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more than doubled their average yearly numboers, while Mallords on the
average are & little less thon twice as numerous. Thus, there were
more Black Ducks to be shote 3. The hunting scason wns frowm Noverber
through Fsbruary, with nearly 5C% of the lallards taken in Nevesher,
vhich suggestsd to Phillips that kallards wintered to the south of the
area in largsr aumbors than thoy remained, while Blacks staycd in the
gcires in lerper numbers. Sincc our hunting sonscn is limited to Decom-
ber, it is not pessible to compars tekes 2t hunt clubs today - unless
someonc could locate some old records.

+ o
shorp decrcase in Mallerds comparcd to Blacks at Currituck Club - 2
[ =

Our figures today are not cntircly satisfactory. Bailey reported
3,000 Mallards Ducember 22, 1940, cnd 3,500 in Dececmber 1941, comparsd
to Bleacks for the same dates of 7,000 and 8,000. This makes Mellards
43} of Blacks for those two years. Perkins in 1943 reperied 500 izll-
ards November 28th. comparzd to 1,5000 Blacks on Decembor l2th. - give
ing liallerds 33%. In 1948 he reperted only 100 Iiallards, and in 1049
200 compared to 6,000 Blacks for cach yocar.

It would be worth while for somcone to meke & careful study of
the Mellerds recorded at the Fish and Wildlifc Refuges in Virginia and
North Cerolina. At Pec Island Refuge they core very scorce, and Zrrle
Greeno, whilec at Mattomuskoet, listed counts of only 378 chd 150 {Chat
I:70, 1937).

Blzek Ducke. £nas rubripes. Winter visitor, common; resident in
smell numbers. Counts of 6,000 seem maxirum, although Bailey reported
8,00C. DPeaks of concentration in December and March, with most birds
gone by April. ZInglish noted an increasse in the number of birds suwmm-
ering from 1928 to 1933, and found a nest without cggs April 29, 1930.
Bailey in his report for liay-July 1639 said: "Four broods scern shorily
after hatching, but none secen since approximately one week old." He
thought tho crabs got the young birds. Perkins says the birds nest
on the Refuge.

Gedwall. Chaulelasius streperucs. Spring transiemt in small num-
bers. larch 13 to April 23 (both Reed); four £nll rccords - hugust
25, 1940 (Beilcy); November 8, 1928 end November 28, 1941 (Recd); Dec-
cmber 30, 1923 (Caps, Crosby and Criscom). Lioximum of six. The nb-

sence of fall reccords is surprising as Miss Cook lists it as 2 common
migrant at Washington, and Walker listed it regularly in 1l at the

Pez Island Refuge. Scott says it is "common as & Toll migrent and prob-
cbly in winter on the lower York River and presunably on the lover
Jomesl" (in litt.) Mrs. Reed observes: "The male is one of the easics
: napicuous only for black under-tail coverts,
in front, as in Pinteil, Boaldpate, ete. In Tlipght
instantly bocomes floshy

American Fintoil. inas acuta tzitzihoa. Common tronsicnt: coming

y
through in Octobor and November and roturning in Jiruary; romairs com-
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mon through I cbrucry with most flocks depzrting in eczrly Morch. Best
crrivel end dep ptb“bcr 4 and April 29 (both Rced). Gencr=-

ally spetlking, Plntgll enﬂ Bcldpate are sbout equally common, with Pine
tail averaging cbout 7,000.

d
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Bohamo Pinteil. Ancs bohamensis bahamensise. Accidental. Robtert
Cushmon Murphy reports ( 9): "On December 17, 1937, lir.
tarling W, Childs shot o Bahema Pintail....on the proper v of the Horn
Point Gun Ciul, Peter's Cove, Pungo, Ve, he bird, which azccompaniocd
a flock of 40 or 50 American Pintzil, is an adult oP undeternired sox
esesThe Tourth cdition of the §:Q3E) Check-list (1931) reccords only two
earlicr occurrcacecs of t 16 Bah Pintcil in continental North amcricao,
nemely, onc on the east ccast of Florida, and onc in Wisconsin.”

Hy O

Green~winged Tool. Anes carolinensis. Winter visitor; not conimon,
about the seme status as ilallerde October 14 (Reed) to ipril 3 (Perk-
ins); av erage early November to late March. Five hundred scems to be
a good count for a yeazr, with Bailey rcporting 3,5000 in 1941, and iirs.
Reed saw 1,000 on Noverboer 8, 1930C.

Bluc-winged Tezl. Anas discors. Tra ent in small numbers; a few
remsin as sumner visitors and breed. Transients poass through pxoﬁ the
middle of August t6 late October, and in pll g from the middle of Mrrch
te late April. The only winter record is December 9, 1944 (lMackenzie).
On July 19, 1944 Cherles E. Stevens and I found 2 ¢_nily of five in
Seashere State Park, three of these beiug young that were fully feoth-
ercd, but apparently were not yet cble to fly. J. J. Murray and I saw
three immature birds in Lynnhavun Inlet on August 17, 1938 which prob-
gbly were rearcd in the ncarby Scashore State Parke

ns i
ns

European ¥Widgeon. Mareca penslopo. Scarce winter visitor; ¢ dozen
records for the &rea since 1912, with helf of these records being from
1937 to 1944. Mrs. Roed observed it in Lfnnb:fcﬁ Inlet Mereh 3, 1937;
also on April 28, 1940. It was gdso scen at the Refuge by Mrs. Barc-~
field Decenber 22, 1940 and in Lynnhaven by lackenzie Janunry 30, 19244
Fuertes lis tﬁd two specimens (Auk 32:367) Dzcerber 25, 1914 ond Janu ry
5, 1215, Cotton ond Knappen list three fro:: Back Bay (fuk 56:147) Jan-
uary 22, 1912; Februery 2, 1912 (4. H. Helme); ond Deccaber 16, 1920 (M.
L. Church). DMackenzic reported 8 hunter tclling him of shocting o'rede-
headed widgeon" &t Back Bay about 1942. G. Il. Fhelps took a fumale on
Decerber 7, 1926 on Back Bay. Thore ere three othor rocords for Virgine
ia from nocer lguhlnrtoh. Curritucl: Sound has some ten reccorde cf birds
taeken by hunters, and Pez Islend Refugs hos singlo birdu seen in 1939
and 1940,

Baldpote. Mareca ancricena. Winter visitor; cormen. Septerber 20
(Reed) to Moy 15, 1949 (Perkins); averagc October 25 to 1lnte Mareh.
Pcak concentrations arc in Deecerber and Rarch.

. C . I'I . 1-':'\'.'0 11
crkins lists
2, 1938, Jonuo-

Shoveoller. Sprtula clypenta. Winter visitor; scarce
estimated not over 100 birds for thoe year 1939-4C, ond P
o
[

P |

thenm &s uncorron. Mrs. Roed listed thom only November
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ry 21, 19240 and Merch 29, 1940; this would indiczte that outs ide of the.
sfure they are oxceudingly scarce. At the Pon XIsland Refugo some 75
birds winter regulerly.

?-2

Wood Duckt. Lix sponsa. Uncormon as a surmer resident; more corrion
in migrationse Tareh 9 to November 20 (both Recd); with the fall mi-
gration beginning early in hLugust and lesting into Noverher. Our
spring records arc two in March - one bird on the 9th. and elght birds
on tho 18th.; 4pril recerds of which therc cre eight, cre all of peired
birds, while liay records are of adult and ;cunb Winter records are:
Dsicember 3, 1933 (English); Decerber 19, 1943 and December 31, 1944
(both on Christrnas Count); January 9, 1941 Lad Janunary 3C, 1949 (both
Reed). Ve havs no rhbruar? recordse This is a bird whose stotus
seers to have chenged from winter visitor to o nigront, o= Rives in
his Cetnlomue of 1890 lists it as a cormon winter visitor. Ifiss Cooko,
writing of tho birds of Washington scys thet while fifty years tgo it
was seen principally in "'*+er, in recent years (1929) theore are ne
certein wintor records. ifrse. Recd hes nuncrous records of its brecd-
ing in our crea: eggs April 2; young from Mey 17 to July lé4.

Redhead. Aythya emericann, Winter visitor, cormon. October 30
(Reca) to lorch 21 (Porkins); everage Neverber to March, with peaks in
Dcceiber and Februarve Inglish noted a decreasc of 75% in the ten
yecers before 1023, and Mrs. Reed noted an increase since 1936.

Ring-ncck Duck. Ssythya colleris. VWinter visitor. Cetober 31 (Dail-
ey) to April 30 (Reed}; average mid-Decermboer to laote March. The abund-
ence of this species is not yet determined with accuracy. Briley ha
counts of 40,000 Deceorber 4, 1939; 35,000 Decerdber 1, 1941; 10,000 Dce-
erber 22, 1940; and 15,000 Decem;er 20 1942. Perkins has obzcrved
only o meny asg 3,500 (DCCCrbuT ¥ 19A7‘ coming into the Refuge for a
linited time. MNrs. Reed hags meny observations of nurbers running up to
500, most of these for the ponds around Norfolk, and nst at Back Eny,
ond ghe feels that ofter the hunting sctison they cone into the ponds
and Baek Bay in good quantitics. The only record listed from Mackconzie
was fifty birds Januurg 16, 1944 ot the Refuge. MecAtee (Luk 43:251-2)
says that in 1909 this spccica woe considered scarece nt Back bay, but
that by 1926 it had come in nurbers and was considered to be more con-
mon then the Lesser Scaup. Miss Coole lists them ot Woshington as &
rather roare migront and occasional in winter. Thais speocies is rove ot
FPer Island Refuges

o
=
L e
+

Canves=back. Lythy? vcliuiwer'a. Winter viritor; the rost cormon
duck for the area. Noverber 7 {Porkins) to March 28 (Reed); avorcse
Noverbher 10 to Ilarch 15, with paahs in Decermber and February. Bailley
had counts of twenty, thirty and one hundred thousaond, while Perlins
lists o 4cxi“1ﬁ of 20,000 & Q:ed avercye scoms to te 10,000, ZInglish
notcd that by 1933 they were rmuch less comen than formerly, and Lirs.
Roed notes hn inerease sinco 1936,

Grzater Sceaup Duck. Aythve narila nearetica.

Lossor “ﬁ‘up Ducke fLythya affinis. Winter visitor; cormon. Octo-
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bor (Porkins) to April 22 (Reed); average Noverber 8 to April 5. lMur-
roy sasys: "The guides at Cory's Club (on Knotts Island) tell me they
can distinguish the two secoups by thoir movement in flight, that the
grecater is less cormon than the lesser, but oceurs regularly in winter
end some arce shot each sgenson.” Harry Bailey stoys the Fish and Vilde-
lifc Service estimctced that 2bout one fourth of the birds in the laorge
rz=fts are the greater. BREailey has counts of 20,000 on December 4, 1939
and 14,000 December 22, 1940, with an annual average of 400 on the Refl-
uge. Perkins'estinates run from 5C0 to 15,000,

American Golden~eve., Glaucionetta clansula americana. Jinter visi-
tor in small numbers. November 22 %o April 7 (both Reed); averesge Dec-
erber 5 to LMarch 1. English reported a flock of 15 to 20 birds wintor-
ing in Tanmer's Creck in 1934, Maximum of 144 on Proad Bay, lzrch 2,
1947 (Scott).

Buffle~hoad. Glaucionettn albeola. Winter visitor; occurring reg-
ulsrly in smell numhers. lNoverber 4 (Heed) to March 17 (Grey); averaze
November 23 to February. F. He. Craighill and I founé & cripple Juiy 6,
1938 et Vash Teods Coast Guard Station {just over the Ne. Ce line) which
is the only summer record. Mrs. Recd lists 150 from Cape Charles Ferry
March 27 and 28, 194G,

Old-squaw. Clecngula hyvemelis. Wintcr visitor; not common. October
4 (Roed) to March 28 (Grey); average Noverber 23 to Februcry. Couuts
from 10 to 20 ¢« day ere good. It is probablc that these birds ere more
cormon in the deep watcr of Chesapecke Bay, as I observed a hundred on
Mareh 28, 1940 whils crossing from Littlc Creck to Cape Charles. Mack-
enzic saw "many" there on December 20, 1944,

hite~-winged Scotor. Melonitta fusca declandi. Winter wvisitor; u
ually in small rafts near the Refuse and in Chesaponke Bay. Novenber
2 to Junc 1C (both Recd); overoge November 13 to March. Meximam count
of 850 on March 2, 1947 (Scctt), ond 200 in the 15 niles from Sondbridge
to N. C. line Deccmbor 28, 1938 (Grey). Mrs. Recd ond Harry Bailey ro=-
ported 1,000 scoters of sll three kinds killed by oil from submorinc
sinkings in Februery 1942.

B

Surf Scoter. Il2lenitta purspicillata. Winter visitor; about like
Whitc-winged, possible a littlc more cormon. November 1 to June 10 (both
Reed) ; average Noverber 25 to March 3. I got & maximum count of 600 on
December 28, 1938 from Sandbridge to N. C. linc. Rives says, "I have
seen & flocl: of 'coots® (probably of this species) at Virginia Bonch as
lote as June, which Tor some reason had failed to migrate."

Amoricom Scoter. Oidomia nicra americona. Winter visitor: not as
cormon as tho others. Mrs. Reed hos one record for September 30, 1941,
but othecrs fall betwecn Novembor 17 and June 10 (both Reed); avernge
December 2 to Larch 3. RMrs. Reed noted this spaeiocs unusunlly cormon
in 1938 vhen I listed 450 in the 15 miles from the Ne Ce line to Sond-
bridge Decamber 29the Scott found 681 in Chesapeako Boy April 19, 1949,
Mrs. Reed obscrved 300 as lote as Lpril 30, 1939, and found threc in
Chesupeeke Bay June 10, 1939, Fifty a day scons a good counte
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Ruddy-Duck. Oxyura jancicensis rubida,., Transient; o few wintcr.
Septerber 30 (Bailey) to Decormbor 31 (1944 Christmas Count), and Feb-
rucry 10 (Reed) to Moy 26 (Rced); avcrage October 22 to Decarber and
Morche Bailey nnd Perkins have each listed as many as 2,000 birds at
poak concentrations and 1,000 secoms a good avercgee. Mrs. Reocd, Murrey,
and I sow one bird in tho Azalea Gardens August 14, 1944,

Hooded Merganscr. Lophodvtes cuculletus. Winter visitor, in small
nurhors. August 7 to April 28 (both Roed); avercge November 20 to liarch
26, Lioximu: count of 60. A. Hoe Clark saw a young nmergenser &t four
feet - which ho took to be this species = in Lynnheven Inlet on July 3,
1938 (Roven 9:52).

L

Americon llergonser. Mersus morgzanser americonuse. Spring trmnsient
in smell numbers. January 9 to Horch 16 (both Recd); average late Jan-
vary to carly kiarch. Two fall records: Deccember 22, 1941 (Reed) with
25 birds; and one bird November 25, 1943 (Mackenzie and Barefield).
These birds scem to prefer fresh-weter ponds among the woods. Iaximum
60 on January 18, 1249 (Reed).

Red-breasted Merganscr. Merpus serrator. Winter visitor; cormon,
and more common in the March migration. Recorded in every month of the
year. Mrs. Rced obsorves that males erriving in November arc usuclly
in eclipse plumsge or young malcs; that in January end February males
predominnte, while in April we have mostly females. She also thinks
that in March there is a definite move away from the sea. Her count of
2,000 for the period Februery 24 to March 5, 1932 is the meximum. In
crossing the Ferry on kiarch 28, 1940 I noticed thot birds werce cbundont
in Chesapeake Bay, and that all were ncles.

Turkey Vulturc. Cothartes aurn septentrionalis. Common resident,
less common in summer from mid-April to late Avgust. Counts for winter
range from 30 to 80, and in surmer 20 is a good number for onc dny.
Gould listed it as nesting but gave no data. lirs. Reed has observed eve
idences of a migration in October and March of several yoars. In 1041
on Cctober 30Cth. she rccorded 94 birds, which is the largest count for

e day; again in 1942 on October 8the. with the wind from the south she
observed large numbers in threc groups beatirg thoir way into the wind;
end in 194C on October 3rd. she noted 2 good mumber that appearcd to be
migrating.

Black Vulture. Corngyps: etratus. Resident; cormon in surmoer, scerc-
er in winter with threoc records for January @nd two for Februcry. This
specics is not es regularly cbservced as the Turkoy Vulture, nor arc
they observed irn as lorrce nurbers. Counts of 10 4o 20 arc eversse an
102 is the mnximum. IEnglish found @ nest with 0 oggs in the end of
a rotten log at Lake Jeyce liay 1, 1933, The first rocord of this spec-
ies for Virginiz was nade by John W. Daniel af Lynehburg who rceported
in 1902 that it was @ not uncommon swmer resident in Nansomond Countye

Sharp-shinncd Hevke. Accipiter striatus velox. Uncormon winter vis-
itore. Scptember 30 .to March 17 (both Recd), ond Gould sew onc ns late
os April 30. DMrs. Recd hns observed evidcences of migration in October,
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and Gould says, "Loose flocks seen in Cape dHenry region, where seem to
gather preparatory to crossing Chesapezke Bay." It would be worth watche
ing for these birds in latc September as 5 were recoxded at Kiptopcuke=-
the southern tip of eastern shore - on September 30, 1945, along with
many other hawks (Raven XVIIL:21).

Cooper's Haowk. Lccipter cooperii. Resident; foirly common. Gould
found a nest ncar Moncy Foint but did not list the date. DMirs. Reed
says, "lMost common breﬂdi“g hawk, except Osprey and Bald Eegle, regular
nester ot Stumpy Leke, Scashore Pork, and road to Dem Neck.”

Eastern Red-tailed Hawk. Butcc jamaicensis borsalis. Uncormon res=-
ident (no rccords for Scptember znd Octoboer). Iirs. Rued says: "One
pair, and probebly two betwecn Sendbridge and Williems (near Buek Ray
Post Office). One »air moy have D“Ld in dceilduous moods hctﬂ”““ Kempz-
ville and Princess Anne Courthouse. An immaturc bird seen April 20th.
and ay 21lst., 1942, botween Sandbridge cnd Willicms." Gould llStGﬁ
nests ot Bayvillc and Providence.

Northern Ked-shouldercd Hewke. Buteo lineatus lincotus. Resident;
more cormon then Red-tziled. Lirse. Reed neted on incrcese ;u this spec-
ies as wintor visitors since 1940. Gould listed it as nosting but gave
no deta. Irs. Recd fecls certoin it nests at Stumpy Luke, Scashore
State Park, and Kompsville.

-

Erocd-winged Havice Buteo platypterus rlatvnﬁeglu. Trensicent
cordad once in fall and ninc times in springe. Reed sawr one Scpiel
10, 1946. Barcfield and Recd identificd one at Stumpy Loke on the
mezingly early date of February 18, 1941. The othsr dates fall betwceen
April 15 end Moy 20; in ecch cose one bird has besn seen by Reed. Hor-
old Bailey in Birds of Virginia ssys thoere are no brecding records east
of Richmond. Since thesc birds are scarce breedcrs even ot Cherlottos-
ville, it would odd a grcat desl to our knewledge if someone would keo:
a lookou+ for nests, and thus help detcrmine the range in the Sintc.
The birds brced nt Rnleigh, N. C., so that they might well come cast=-
word as fer as Richmend.

Americaon Rough-legged Havk. Duteo locopus s=johannis. Lester Walsh

and !'rs. Reed sow cne ot Knott's Islend on the Virginio side on Novem-

ber 16, 1931 (Raven VI, p.3, 1635). Two wore sazon by Welsh, lMrs. Reod

and oihorﬂ Jenuary 2, 1949 on the Christmas Bird Count. MNrs. Ice

seribes cnother Jaruary 27, 1949 "micrating over open pinc woods,

fields and eccrn Ticlds neaor Princess Anne Courtnousc. Obscrved its pow-
- o

crful flight, like an eagle's. 4s it cireled to ascoend, vhen above car,
shitc arcas on primeries and vhite throat (3 vhite croses) were consnice
usous. It wos a o UX-

hezevily streclied from shoulders to heed, and vhit
tended well dowm on toil. Sids view, it appesrcd lipgat from shoulders
to head, contrasting with dork of b“ck cnd bo *y. It wheeled and socnred
repidly, swooping low over cone grasscs like a ilorsh Havk."

Golden Iagle. Aquila chrvsactos canadonsis. One immature bird was
observed at Littlc Creck llay 11, 1944 by Loeko L. liackenzie (Raven 15
37, 1944)., Mirse. Reed sav an adult ot Sandbridge November 20, 1945
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being attacked by a Bald Bagle. "When I first wotched them, the Bzld
Eogle was harrowing the Golden Eogle, as if trying to slap it with its
wingse. Then it mnneccuvercd to got above the Goldan Eogle, and four
times it mede terrific lunges dovn eon the back of the Gﬂlucn Baglc. At
first the Golden paid no attention at all and kept on coming toward me.
Hewever, when the Bald Iagle began striking from above, it wheeled to
evede ond ascend." '

Southern Bald Engle. Helizectus lecucocephnlus leucocecpholus. Reose
ident; feirly cormmon. laximmm count of 14, J-nunxry 2, 1549 (Cﬂrl stmes
Count) ; averoge count three. Recd has recorded it rcot;ﬁg by Febraory
13th. omd young in nest by April 4,=ond well-feothersd youn
April 23rd., Nesting crens in Sou:bore Steote Paric and Cottag
neer Sewcll's Point Road. ZEnglish cited a nest in 1933 whi
occupicd for the past 15 ycars.

n r...‘.') [
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Mersh Hawk. Circus cyancus hudsonius. Winter visitor; fairly come-
mon. July 25 (Reed, Darden end Grey) to ilay 20 (Mackenzizs); cveroge
August 25 to April 24. Recont mazirmm count is 8 made twice in Docom-
bor. A4 former maximum is made by Caps, Crosby and Griscom on Dee-
ember 30, 1923.

en
con
15

Osprey. Pandion healizetus carclinensis. Summer visitor; cormion.
February 11, 1943 (Bercfield) to Decembor 19, 1943 (Barcicld); averzge
March 7 to Decomber 6. JLctually the bird hks becn recordcd in every
month of the year e¢s the V. S. 0. field trip porty on Jonuecry 21, 1904
observed two b;rdy. Mrse. Barcficld felt certain her bird hsd just eor-
rived, as she hed beer woatching 2ll winter Tor them from her {c]
Little Crcek. It is possiblec that the Junuary dste was nlso an rrrivel,
but more likely a bird which hed stayed on through the cerly part
winter. Nests are ccmmon at Sendbridge, and English reperted a to
of seven nesting sites for the county. Nesting Irom Lpril 14 to fusust
28 when two young were observed in 2 nest. Maxirum count 37 on August
16, 1941 when lrs. Bzrefield took then to be migrating.

Duck Hawk. Falco percerinus anatum. Trensient; uncormon, a little
morc common in Tell than spring. August 13 (Recd and Bﬁrcflcld) to Jane
uery 3 (Reed) and Moreh 10 (Reed) to Mavy 5 (V.S.0. ficld trip). while
I have only nine dates for seven vears and Recd has 18 records for 10
yecrs, I have the impression that at least one bird ceen usurlly bte scen
at Boek Bay Refugo nearly any dey in fo1l. F. He urul”hill end I watched
onc on Ssptember 286, 1938 chasing Herring Gulls and boing chascd by then
in turn over Back Bay. It looked like a game s neither species secmed
very excited,

Eastorn Pigeon Hotlk. Fnleo coluwibarius columberius. Transien nt; un-
comon, more common in fall. September 12 (Recd) to Lnnﬂrhgr 20, 1923
(M. Se Crosby recorded a rood view of one on the Christmas Cen SJJ} and
April 14 (lackenzie) to ilay 9 (Reed). Uirs. Heed and Virginia Pickell
observed 20 birds on September 1%, 1948 coming into Seashore Stato Park
from the general direction of Cape Charlcse
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Eastern Sparrow Havk. Falco sparverius sparverius. Resident; not commron,
morc comuon in winter. Thrce a day sccms good, with Mackenzie obscrving
15 on April 28, 1945. Gould recorded it as nesting, ond English found

a nest at Occan View in 1934. Grey observed a pair in iy 1941 ond
July 1944 nenr Shore Drive and Little Creck, but could find no evidcnce
of nesting. Lirs. Reed notes it more common in Movember end December,
end ggain in Februory, and that femsles are more ofter scen than males;
but she has nct obscrved any migrotion in numbers.

Bastern Bob-whitc. Colinus virgizams  virginicnus. Hesident; co
mon. kexirunm for onc dsy 2 coveys, 26 birds. Reced found ncst cnd 1l
eges Moy 26. <

Texas Bob-white. Colinus virsiaonus texanus. Introduced speci
has intermingled with the above and is now indistinguishable. ZEnglish
sew three thet wer toaken by hunters.

Ring-necked Pheasant. Phasiznus colchicus forquatus. Another intro=-
duced species. Some were liberated in Back Bay territory and lirs. Reed
sew one on Long Islend Deecmber 7, 1939. No record since that duve and
apparcently the birds have not survivede.

King Reil. Rcllus elegans elsgons. Resident; common in summer, scarce
"in wintor. We hove no Februery recordse. Young May 18 earrying food and
June 15, 1¢38 Recd cbserved an adult with 8 young. They wore formerly
found in the morsh con Cottage Toll Rd. neer the chemical plont, ond be=-
yond Lzfeayctte Street. Lester Wolsh sew cne on Knotts Island November

14, 1931,

Northern Clepper Rzoil. Rollus lonzirostris crepitons. Hesidoent
whercver there are salt mershes. Recordcd so fzr only in smell numbers;
more common in summere. We have no January cr November records. Geuld
observed one Christmes 1924 when the weather was ten degreces below z:ro.
Breeding: young liay 20 (Reed) to July 3 (A. H. Clark). Young hove often
been scen Trom the east ond of Lynnhoaven Bridgc on the small island ac-
ross the channel.

-

Virginia Rnil. Ballus limicola limicola. ¥e hove only seven rocords
irn 19 years, in ocaoch cuse a single bird, by Ruskin Frecr, John B. Lewis,
end M. G. Lewis; 2y 1, 1937 by lirse. Reed; Februcry 6, 1944 Jack Perkins
caught one in o duck trecp and observcd onc August 26, 1944 ond Scpten-
ber 3, 1946; irs. Herbert Thompson had onc 211 summer at her plreo until
Octover 13, 1948; Scptember 8, 1948 Virginia Pickell sar one at Virgin-
ic Beache Riwves in the Cetalogue of 1890 estimates the ratio of these
as one to fifty Sora. H. H. Bailey in the Birds of Virzinian 1910 esti-
meted one to twenty Sora.

Sora. Forzana carolina. Transicent; prohkohly rmch more cormon thon
our seven rccords in fourtcen yoors would indicnte. April 15 tc June
29 (both Recd) and Ausust @ (Pickell) to Neverber 18 (English)e To got
cny accurate idca ol these birds it would be nceessory to hunt & marsh
with a dog.
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Black Reil,. Loterallus jomeicensis pygmaeus. Enpglish sowr one Ap-
ril 28, 1932 et Sandbridgs. ZIFrobobly more common, but this is our
only record.

Purple Gollinule. Porhyrula martinica. Mrs. Reed hed a good lock
ot onc ten feet from her in Pungo iarsh Msy 17, 1938. Jack Porkins
picked up & dead bird in good condition on the bench et the Refuge iy
19, 1946, The only other record for the State in this century is one
brought to Murrsy alive et Lexington May 1€, 1940,

Morids Gollinulc. Grllinuls chloropus cachinnonse. Trensient ir
small numbers; rere &s a suier visitor. In migrotion Mar h 19 (Barc-
field and VWhittimore) to May 19 (Recd), and Septer:wr 30 ( od) to Octe
ober 30 (Baoreficld). Suﬁuor records are: Recocd saw a youn bird at
Stumpy Lako July 3, 1638; cdults wcre seen June 2, 1942 and July 14,
1940, Austin H. Clark sew two on the ceuseway at Knotts Island July
4, 1939; Pickell ard Recd saw one August 6, 1946 at the Lotus Ford,
Sigme Rotd, nezr Pungo.

[

Coot. Fulico comericena. Wintcr visitor; cormon. September 18
(English) to dMsy 17 (Reed) ; everage October 25 to April 19. lexinum
20,000 (beth Briley and Perkins). One seen by Grey end Reed July 29,
1940 at Szlt Pond, near Dem Necke

Shorzsbirds

Our area is not porticulsrly good for shorcbirdst This is sur-
prising as the birds certeinly migzrote through in quon titiﬁs, and they
are sbundant on some rarts of Eastecrn Shore and zlso ot Pec Island o
the south of us. The only extonsive mud flats that I knzw srce &t tho
lower end of Back Bnay Refugc, nnd some arojnd the mouth of ths riverc.
I have not found the flats in Lynnheven uscd to cny grert exztent.

It would be a fine piecc of work if the V.S.0. could hcly build
e shellow pond en the Refuge, using a low sand kike that is planted
wvith Qrass to prevent wind erosion, 2nd uss the roingster in 2 manner
similar to fresh nonds cn Pea Isl-“d Refuge. Sueh a plseoe would like=-
1y treblo the aucntit ty of birds we could fird in ons doy.

Migrotion rcaches a peak around the middle of Mey and apsin early
in fupust, frequently tho sccond woek. At suck times thic cceen beach
rivals the mud flats in cbundance and vorictye

Sor:eone could find an interesting projeet in moking actual ccunts
of birds cround the Refuze, similor o those made by Chzrles Urnior on
the WNerw Jersoy coaste Urner wus able to estehblish the abundeance onad
gcarcity of ecch speeies, as well as the timcs they were likely to e
found in guantities (Bird Lifc at 014 Cope Loy, Stene, Vol. X.)

———

American O"ﬂt“r-c tchore Hecactopas palliatus pallintus. Stragrler.

Hcrry Boailey has two records of one bird cach October 31, 1939 end ip-
ril 27, 1940; and I stw one Decomber 3, 1949 at Lynnhaven Inlet. Thcse
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birds nest on Cobb's Island snd then skip over about 200 miles of coast
and arec next found breceding st Beaufort, N. Ce

Piping Plover. Charadrius melodus. Transient in small nubers
March 19 (Reed) to May 20 (Mackenzie), and July 17 (Reed) to “cr-n “bor
28 (Grey); aversge Lpril 29 to Moy 17 and July 19 to Septeubor 4. IinXe
irun 50 with average for a day of twoe.

Soripelmeted Plovere. Charcdrius hiaticula semipelmatus. Transient;
sbundent. April 29 to Muy 21, end July 16 (a1l Reed) to Decorbor 3
(V.S.0.); aversge Moy 2 to Moy 17 and July 28 to Novorber 4. On Aug=

ust 17, 1939 these birds avernged do to the mile in the 15 miles fron
Snﬁdbrlcgﬂ to the N. C. linoce

(Wo do not heve & record of the Wilson's Plover, Choradrius wilsone
ia wilsonic although thosc birds nost at Cobb's Island cnd erc Irirly
coron 6t Pee Island some 80 miles to the south of Back Bay.)

Killdecer. Cheoradrius voeiferus vociferus. Rosident. Apparontly
it is cormon in fall nigretion, fairly common in wintor, ond scarce in
spring as nell as a surmer resident. English found a nost May 7, 1930.
Recd got unusually largo counts 1938-39 with 100 on August 10, 1938 on
Hunchback Ro d; 200 at City 4Lirport November 22, 1238; then 300 at
Boyville Farms January 85, 1939 after storms.

American Golden Plover. Pluviclis domirica dominica. Uncommon fall
trensient. Threc birds vere observed August 24 and 25, 1938, by Murray
and Grey; Mrs. Reed found eleven Septerboer 22, 1928 at Little Creck fol=
lowing the hurricane; hsugust 12, 1944 Murray ond Grey found onc; sug-
ust 29, 1944 Meckonzie found one and encther Septerber 18, 1944 follow=
ing & hurricare. All rccords were made 2t Beck Bay oxcept Mrs. Reed's.
These birds arc darker then the Black-bellied Plover, and in flight do
not show the white tril as does the Block-=bellied.

Black~bellicd Plover. Sgustarola squotarola. Lbundant migrant,
with a few wintering (thoush January and Februnry rccords are scarce).
Lrrives the latter part of July end lesves in late May. Mrs. Reed
found ten June 12, 1940 and one June 29, 1942. Counts from Sandbridge
to . C. line on hugust 24, 1938 were 50; snd September 28, 1938 werc 6l.

Ruddy Turnstonc. Arcnaria interpres rorinclla. Trensient; coriione.
Mey 10 to June 18 and July 17 to October 21 (2ll Reed); cversge May 13
to June ond July 26 to Septerber 23. The birds becoric cormon in mid=-
Aurust, but are rother scerce the first pert of the frll migration.
Counts from Sendbridze to N. Co line Sugust 3, 1938 wore 20, Scpieiher
28, 1938 were 43.

Anerican Woodcock. Philohela minor. Six records: DMrs. Reed found
one on each of follewing <d-tos: Februcry 27, 1938; Decerher 1 and 21,
1940; &nd ¥ ubru“rf 11 19_1 all of these in Scashere Stote Park. Ing=-
lish had one licxrch 5, 1932 “rd had scen three tcken by hunters in the
crote Gould listed it: "Not cormion, nests". Kenneth Lavless caw one
on Long Island, Back Bay, on Janusry 2, 1949.
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Wilson's Snipce. Canclla gollinrgo delicrt 1, Winter visitor in small
nurbors. Lugust 24 (Murrcy and Groy) to lity 5 (Rocd); averoge October
30 to April l4. Maximunm 4.

Hudsonien Curlcw. Numenius phacopus hudsonicuse. Transient; resuler
in smnll numbors. April 12 (Perkins) to May 2 (Recd) and July 17 (Reed)
to Octobor 30 (”"rry Bailey); averaie April 25 to Mey 2 and July 17 to
Septerber 17. Maxirmn for one doy 12. Beiley noted April 27, 1940
that a larse number were nigrating through during thet week.

Mrs. Recd published a rccord in the Raven 14:25 of thrcee Long=-
billed Curlew, Nunenius americanus amnericenus,seen on Ragged Island by
Ce He Ewell in lete Lpril or early Mey 1932, and identified by hinm in
1942 from skins in Mrs. Roed's collection. Ewell is on cxcellont ficld
man on waterfowl, and careful in his estimttes; however, like other
werderns, he is not as intorested in other birds, aand there is & chance
of error, so thet tho record is listed 2s hypotheticel.)

Upland Plover. Bartromia lonsicouda. Stroggler; three recordse.
Sopterber 1934 Gould heard scversl flying over, and cn November 12,
1941, M¥rs. Reed end Mrs. Barcefield saw foure Reed saw six at Kerps-
ville September 11, 1946.

Spotted Sandpiper. Lctitis nacularia. Trensient; cormon in spring,
apparently scarcor in fell., 4Lpril 4 to May 26 and July 8 to Octeher 11
(g1l Recd); averese Lpril 22 to lMay 24 Gn” July 19 to Septeomber 10.
There is a feirly heavy migretion in mid-iiay, and probably the fall nmi=-
gration is just as heavy, hut is not as concentrated. We have no June
rscord, and no record of breeding out of the mountains.

Eestern Solitary Scndpirer. Tringn solitrrie secliteria. Transient;
scerce in spring, uncormon in fell., Five records for spring:
1931 (English); May 6, 1938 (Recd); May 16 and 17, 1944 (Mac* nziac);

Moy 8, 1945 (Nac tenzie); and April 4, 1946 (Racd). Tn foll; July 2¢ to

Octo“or 4; average July 23 to Scptember 17.

Mey 4,

Eastern Willet. Coatoptrophorus semipalmotus senipclnatus. Transient
uncormon in spring, rere in fell. Lpril 15 to June 29 (both Reed); av-
erage Lpril 30 to June 11. I collected a male sugust 30, 1939 near
Little Creek, and Mrs. Reed observed one each on September 4, 1940 and
August 18, 1942, Mackenzie observed that in the spring migration of
1945 none were seon in a year when the shorebird migration was quite
pooT.

Western Willet. Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inornatuse. Cormmon fall
transient. July 17 (Recd) to Scptember 26 (F. H. Craighill); average
July 17 to Scptember 20. August 21, 1940 I collccted & male and a fe-
male near 3andbridge which proved to be this form. Both birds were ad-
ults, the fcmale being larger, with a wing of 217 mm., and tho mesle
214 mm., both of these abovo the average of the Eastern Willet which
is given by Chapman &s 204 mm. i/hen compared with the skin of the
eastern form, these two birds werc much paler in colore. As a goncral
rule willets on the Atlentic const in fall are tuoken to be the western
form with an occusionnl eastern bird sprinkled in. The dey the ebove
wero collected Mrse. Reed end I saw 30 birds, and while thore wes con-
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siderable difference in size, we did not see one thot was different in
color from the westerns we collceted. August 9 through 13, 1944, lur-
ray ond I stayed et Back Bey Refuge, where we werc joined by ilackeonzie,
sceing up to 30 willets a day, but did not list any of them 2s defin-
itely eastern. Other observations scem to add weight to the assump-
tion that the bulk of our fall migrants cre the western birds. Counts
from Sondbridge to the Ne Ce linc, 15 miles: August 10, 1240 (50); Aug-
ust 24, 1938 (173); August 17, 1938 (238); Septomber 28, 1928 (16);
August 28, 1941 (300). Scott observed birds migrating across Chese-
peake Bay, July 28, 1%48.

Greator Yollow-logs. Totonus melanolcucuse. Transient; coromon.
March 24 (Pcrkins) to Juns 12 (Reed)}, and July 17 to Dcccmber 12 (both
Reod) ; averocge Merch 27 to Junc 10, and July 26 to October 30. Highost
count I have was Lugust 9 (30).

Lesser Yellow=legse Totanus flavipes. Transient; common in fall,
though not ss common as the Greater; a fcw in spring. March 24 (Pork-
ins) to May 21 (V.S.0. field trip) and July 26 (Grey) to Novcmbor ¢
(Reed) ; averege April 26 to May 17 end aAugust 1 to October 16. Maxi-
rum count 17, Mey 10 (Rood). Ono Jamuery 2, 1949, Back Bay (wulsh).

American Knot. Calidris canutus rufuse. Transient; not common. May
14 to Mey 24 and July 28 to October 30 (all Rocd); average May 17 to
May 20 and August 1 to Scptember 28. lMaxirmm Soptember 3, 100 in ten
milcss George H, Meckaoy in "Obscrvetions on the Knot" { k X, 1893,
Pp. 25-34) scys, "I have reasons for belicving that they have been shot
also in large numbers on the Atlantic scsborcrd (Virginia), in the
spring on their way ncerth to their breeding grounds, one such place
shipping to New York City in 2 single spring, Trom April 1 to June 3,
upwards of 6,000 plover, a lcrge share of which were Knets. This was
about thirty ycars ago, but it nevertheless scrvoed to illustrate whas
kind of treatment these birds rceceived in those days, as well as sincel”

(Purple Sandpiper. Eroliz maritima. Mrs. Reecd obscrved one at Cape
Charles Decciber 31, ¢945 (Roven ZVII, p.8) which is the sceond most
southern record, the her being at Charleston, S. Ce It would be
worth looking around the stene jetties ot Little Crcek ferry slips.)

Pcetoral Scndpiper. Erolia melanotose. Transient; some fells in
good numbers; onec spring record. May 9, 1937 Mrs. Reed scw 8 birds.
July 17 to November 9 (both Reed). August 9 to 13, 1944 counts of 12
to 20 were scen daily at Back Bay. Naxirum of 25 on Septeiber 10 (Mack=
enzie) .

White-ruriped Sandpipere. Erolia fuscicollis. Thrce rccords. l!ay 10,
1948 Reed saw three at Little Creck; September 17, 1941 at thc Refuge
Recd observed four birds; and Novembor 3, 1949 Rced, Darden and Grey
found 16 on the rmd flats at the Refuge. The scarcity of records is
surprising ¢s thése birds are resular transicnts in smell numbers at
the Pea Islard Rcofuge someo 80 miles to the southe
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Least Sendpiper. Irclia minutille. Transient, in good numbers, but
not as common as Sermipalmeted Scnapiper. April 28 (Mackenzie) to lay 24
and July 17 to October 14 (all Rsed); average ley 9 to May 17 end August
4 to September 17. We have five winter records: MNovember 16, 1931 (Reed
and Walsh); December 17, 1944 (Mackenzie); December 27, 1928 with six
birds by %Welsh; January 2, 1949 (Christmas Count; and Janucry 21, 1932
when thirty birds were scen on the V.S.0. field trip. Occasionzl birds
are found along the seashore, but they are usually on the mudflats and
in the short dune grsss in wet spots. Two field marks help identifica-
tion bosides the legs: in contrast to the Semipalmeted Sandpiper they
heve a wing bend at the wrist instcad of a fairly regular curve, and
therc is more brown on tho upper breast especially in front of the
wings. Maxirmum count 50 (Reed) which scems lowe

Red-backed Sandpiper. Erclia alpina pocificae. Transisnt in good
numbers; scarce &s a winter visitor, apparently being abscent soms wine
ters. July 19 to M2y 24 (both Recd). They usuclly arrive lote in fall
end it is often post the middle of August before they arc sccn cvon in
small numbers. ioximum 50 on iiny 17.

Eastern Dowitchere. Limnodroms griscus griscus. Transient; not come
mon. April 1 (S.A.Valker] to Junc 12 (Roced) end July 17 (Rced) to Dece
ember 28 (Walsh); avercge May 2 to Junc 12 and July 29 to Sepicmber 14.
Maximum 31 on July 17. I hgve looked for thc Long=billed Dowitcher,
scolopauceus, without success, although they arc regular transicnts in
smell numbers at the Pea Island Refuge.

Stitt Sendpiper. Micropelarma himantopus. Uncommon foll transicnt;
once in spring when Reed found it My 10, 1948. Our five records for
fell erc from August 25 to Scptember 10. Scptember 4, 1940 (Reed, Dire
den, Barcfield and English); August 28, 1944 I collected a mele and fo=
male ncar the Azalcee Gardens; Mackonzie saw 5 on Scpiember 4, 1944,
and Six days later - September 10 - scw 14 birds, both rcecords hoing
at the Azalen Gardons when the water was low and loft exposed mud bonks;
Perkins saw 200 at the Refuge Auvgust 25, 1946. TFurther observatien
will undoubtedly prove thesc fairly regular transients, and often in
good numberse Mackenzie notes thot in addition to the difference in
color of legs compared with the Lesser Yelleow=-lcgs, the Stilt is mmuch
more deliberate in welking and recding.

Sermipalmated Scndpiper. Zreunetes pusillus. Transient; abundent,
April 29 (lMnckenzie) to Junc 12 (Recd) ond July 17 to Nevember 9 (both
Reed) ; average Mey 2 to Junc 11 ond July 19 to Octobor 30. Meximum
count 150 August 13.

Westorn Sandpiper. Erournetes mourii. Fall transient; some years
appears conmmon, but is scarce in otherse Twe spring records. July 28
to September 30 (Reed) also November 2, 1938; December 29, 1938 end 3
birds Jenuary 2, 1949 (V.S.0.Count). Mey 19, 1945 (iinckenzie and Reecd)
and cgain June 14, 1945 (Mackenzie)e. 4 mele was collected at Sandbridge
Afupust 22, 1938 by Murray. The first record for Virginia scems to be:
"The Westcrn Scmipalmated Stndpiper on the Coast of Virginia" by C. We
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Beckham of Washington (Luk IT p.110) as found by him cnd Henry Secbohm
at Virginia Beach, September 6 and 7, 1884, Several werc shot but only
onc was preserved., It was soen and idontified by Ridgwaye 1In 1944 [ure
ray and I found this species scarce in fugust at Bzck Bay, whercas a
nonth leter in September Mackenzie noted thot ot the some place the
rotio was 3 Westorn to 1 Semipalmated. Maxirum 23 (Recd), though fug-
ust 22, 1938 I noted they were cormmon and egual in nwwbors to Scmipal-
matcde One wintor rccord: 6 birds on January 2, 1949 (Walsh et al.).

Marbled Godwit. Linmosa fcdoc. Three records, but probably more cone
mon than thcse indicate. August 24, 1938 Murray and Grey obsserved one
et Sondbridge; Scptember 9, 1941 Reed and Dnrden saw one bird ot the
Rofuge; August 20, 1941 Horry Bailey observed one on tho Back Boy Rofuge.

Ruff. Philomachus pugnax. lMackenzie roted a male on the mmd flats
near the Azalea Gardens Septomber 10, 1944 (Raven XVI p.23).

Sanderling. Crocethia nlbz. Abundant migront; searce winter visi-
tor. July 17 to May 24 (both Reed), no June récords. Migration heave
iest in mid-Moy and mid-iugust. Moximui count 654 in 6 miles (Scott
and Stevens).

Avocet. Recurvirostra amerlcera. One was obeserved Septernber 8 and
9, 1939 by Harry Bailey and Griffith of the Biologicol Survey at Sand=-
bridge. S.heialker cnd F.H.Craighill perhaps saw the same bird Septerie
ber 8, just north of the Virglnla line (Auk 58: ) Rives in his Cata-
logue, p.24, gquotes the following from Forcst and Streen (VIII 1877,
P.269) which may refer to this species: "4 besutiful specimen of the
large-legged Lvocet was shot a2 short time since on the flats a short
distance below the City of Norfoli." Thvre seems to be only onc other
Virginia record, of two birds collected at Wallops Island, Sept.,1S25.

Black-necked Stilt. Himantopus rexiconuse. Harry Bailey and £.0.
English each saw one, separately, neer Sendbridge Mey 9, 1940. The
only other record for the State is a bird secn at Cobb's Islend, June
8, 1929,

Wilson's Phalarore. Stoza2novus tricolors Onec was scen September 17,
1941 by Mrs. Reed @nd Mrse. Darden, and was photographed (Raven 14:24).

Northern Phalorope. Lobipes lobhatuse. Three records: a mcle was tok-
cn Septerber 27, 1899 at Virginia Beach and is in the Dwight Collection
ot the Anerican Museum of Watural Histcery, N. Y.; Lrs. Recd saw one at
Dan Neck Station eofter a storn luge. 13, 1939; and Grey end lrse. Darden
saw once near the mouth of Lafayette River, Loy 31, 1941,

Pomarine Jacper. Stercorarius pomarinus. Four rccords: Mackenzie
saw one at Back Bay, Tollowing 2 hurricane, September 185, 1944 hnd
Mrs. Reed and lMiss Virginia Pickell saw one Scpterber 20, 1944 while
crossing on the Little Creck-Cape Charles Ferry, toking it to be thls
specios on the basis of the tail feathers being blunt and not shorply
pointed; October 9 and 26, 1946 (Reed).
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Parasitic Foegor. Storcororius pnrisiticus. One bird seen near
Capc Henry cnd also at Back Bay august 3, 1939 by Reed, Barefield znd
Grey; and e bird in light phase seen at Sandbridge liay 22, 1940 by ihir-
ray and Greyes

Northern Skua, Catharacto skue skuz. February 5, 1940 Richard H.
Pough on & trip fron Florida to Now York saw onc bird shortly after
passing the Virginia line. "A Forthern Skuas came into sight and harried
the gulls in the wake of the boat for a few minutes. (Raven XI p.l6)
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Glaucous Gull. Larus hyperboreus hyperboreus. Ludlow Griscom on
May 14, 1935 saw a bird in immature, or first year, plumage on the pilings
in the upper herbor at Norfolk. (Raven XVI 6 1.) There are two other
records for Virginia.

Iceland Gull. Larus leucopterus lsucopterus. January 11, 1934 two
birds were seen at separate places near Cepe henry by W. T. Helmuth III.
(Auk, 51:375). On November 24, 1944 one was seen by Villiam H. Drury, Jr.,
end reported to CGriscom as follows: "Lynnhaven Rhodes, Thimble Shoal
Channel, feeding on garbage dumped by ships in compeny with sbout 100
Herring Gulls, 20 Ring-billed Gulls, 15 Laughing Gulls. The bird was
slightly smaller then the Herring Gulls; losing its buffy plumege, which
was however, still noticesble. The bill was dark, flisght was very light
and bouyant which is one of the best marks I know." (Raven XVI p.l).

Great Black-backed Gull. Larus merinus. Winter visitor; uncommon.
August 20,194% (V.3.0. field trip) to April 28 (Bziley). Apvarently
occurring more com:only in February end arch of recent years. The
status of this species hes changed within the yesrs covered by this paper.
From 1933 to 194Z ve had five records; with only one record & yesr for
1940, 1942, end 1943. Mackenzie in 1944 observed it four times - al-
most &s many &s in the past ten years. His maximum was five birds
December 31, 1944. In 1949 we already have zsix records between Janwary
and August with 3 maxirum of ten birds February 12 (Mrs. Resd). The
birds occur reéegularly at Lynnhaven, and alcng the coast at Back Bay.
North Carolina has experienced a similar inereass, only in larger
numbers, around Oregon Inlet some eighty miles to the south of Back Bay.
There Sam Walker noticed them foirly common in winter between Neg's
Head and Oregon Inlet along eight miles of coast where fishermen often
hauled seign and left discarded fish on the beasch. Valker's maximum
was 100 on December 28, 1939, and of these two thirds were immature
birds. It is guite likely that the bird at Back Bay on August 20,1949
was & summering bird, and further cobservation may prove them summering
regularly —ith us.

Herring Gull. Lerus argentatus smithsonisnus. Abundant winter
visitor; in summer an occasional adult and many immsture may be found
along the coast at Back Bay. Becomes common about the middle of Sept-
ember and stays in good numbers through April. Maximum count of 3825
by Fred Scott on March 2, 1947, who at the same time found only 3
Ring-billed Gulls; next best count is 700 by lirs. Reed on March 18,1948
in a field following the plow. It is not uncommon to find some BC im=-
mature birds in summer between Sandbridge end the North Carolina line.
In 1938 a banded bird was identified as from Wicupesset Island, New
York; and in 1939 one was identified fro:» Hezedes Island, Susbec.

Ring-billed Gull. Larus delawarensis. Common winter visitor;
some immature remein in summer. They arrive and depart rather like the
Herring; end:hrea.herc. .in the ratio of one Ring-billed to two or .three
Herring. DMrs. Reed-has maximum.counts of 1,000 birds on.Novembe#? 10,
Decembér 30, and.lrch 14, In summer it is usually possible to.find e
dozen. immature birds botween Sandbridge and the North Carolina line.
Mrs. Rced notes thet this species is more apt to be found in plowed
fields than the Herring.
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Laughing Gull. Lerus atricilla. Abundent summer visitor; not known
to breed. February 16 (Barefield) to December 26 (Christmas count);
average April 4 to November 4. Winter records are scarce with us, al=-
though the birds winter regulerly around Few York City and further ob-
servation might prove them to be with us regularly in winter. DMurray
found a few birds near Xnott's Island January 19, 1933; and English and
Gould found 150 December 6, 193l. Maximum of 1,000 on November 1, (Mrs.
Roed) and Scott on ilay 1 saw 750. May 22, 1940 Murray and I noted a
large numbcr of thesc birds on the sands &t Lynnhaven which were mating,
although their nearest known nesting grounds were at Cobb's Island thirty
miles away. I have noticed these birds in July and August flying low over
the beach dunes and catching insects thet were swarming into the air from
50 to 10C feet above the dunes. The action of the gulls at such times
suggests the flight of the Nighthawk; rapid flight with alternating flap-
ping of the wings and sailing, together with guick changes of direetion
as the bird snaps up an iassct.

Boneparte's Gull. Laruvs philadelphia. Winter visitor; regular in
small nunbers, sometimes becoming abundent. November 3 to May 17 (Reed);
and Mrs. Reed has one record of an irmature bird June 12; average November
29 to April 15. iaximum 2,00C et Cape Henry Decsmber 15, 1938, with
another count of 1,000 on December 2€; a good numbsr for ons dey is 100,
While immature birds linger much later than adults, lMrs. Read noted that
April 7, 1946, out of a flock of 80 birds only 25 were immeture.

Gulli-billed Tern. Gelochelidon nilotica arenea. Transient: not
uncommon in f=1l; four records in spring. July 17 to September 23 (both
Reed). 1In spring Mrs. Reed had recordsd them May 10, 1939; May 21, 1942;
and June 29, 1942; while English reported them June 28, 1931. Maximm
Qf 40 on September 15 (liackenzie). & few may ususlly be found on the
mud flets below the Refuge at Back Bay.

Forster's Tern. Sterna forsteri. Transient: fairly common in fall;
once in spring. July 4 (Scott) to Januwary 19, 1933 (Murray); average
July 11 to December 1. Mrs. Heed made the only spring record of one
bird Merch 14, 1943, However, it may be that closer observation in spring
will reveal the birds to be here more frequently than we have observed
them, for at this season they are difficult to distinguish from the
Common Tern -~ the only safe distinguishing feature thst I have discover-
ed in spring is the voiee, which in the Common sounds like tearing silk
cloth, and in the Forster's is a rssping and deeper "zaaph®. In fell
plumage, when we seec most of our birds, the black cap is almost gone,
and the black pateh through the eye contrests sharply with the white on
the back of the head; whereas in the Common there is always some black
on the back of the head. INaximums of 38 by Reed Decexber 16 and Scott
found 95 off Newport News on December 2, 1949, with the average from
12 to £9.

Common Terne. Sterng hirundo hirundo. Summer visitor; fairly
cormon. April % to September 22 (both Reed); averare April 24 to Sept-
ember 17. Maximum 75 on Julv 4 (Scott) with aversge of 20. There is
no evidence of breeding in our aree. Znglish recorded these birds on
January 7, 1934, but there is sore guestion in my mind if they may not
have been Forster's, as Sam ‘zlker at the Psa Islsnd Refuge did not
record them after sarly October; alsc they are not common in winter
even in Florida.
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(Arctic Tern., Sterna paracisaca. Mackenzie reported two September
14, 1944 at Back Bey following a hurricancg,(Reven, 15:87). Ludlow Gris-
com advised against accepting this sight record, even though lackenzie
was acquainted with the birds in New England, because no specimens have
yet been teken below Hew York, and also because when the birds are stande
ing on sand the appeerance of being short-legged may be accounted for in
part by the uneveness of the sand.)

Roseate Tern. OSterna dougallii dougellii. TUntil 1949 these were
ineluded in this list only oan the authority of C.L. Phillips saying he
had freguently seen it skimming over the waters of Hampton Roads in May
1877 (Ornitholoeist and Oologist XII,p.122). On August 30, 1948 Scott
and Stevens saw five at Back Bay and lrs. Barefield tells me she had
secn it onece in spring. Murray and I searched for this species along
Back Bay coast many times without avail, and even shot a couple of terns
that we thought were this spccies but proved te be Common Terns in chang-
ing plumage. Petcrson suggests that the call note of "chivy" is sug-
gestive of the Semipalmated Plover, and the wmost useful field merk.

They occur regularly st Oregon Inlet.

Least Tern, Sterna slbifrons entillarum. Summer resident; fairly
common. April 15 (Mrs. Reed) to October 23 {English); average April 26
to September 20. A small colony has nested on the beach at Back Bay
Refuge, with nest counts as follows: 65 on June 6, 1938 (S.A. Walker);
12 June 19, 1945 (Msclzenzie); and 30 in 1946 by Perkins who also saw
young birds. lrs. Darden, Yrs. Grey, and I found 35 nests on Sandy Hook
at the mouth of Lafayette River on May 3, 1941 - but the arsa was soon
taken over by the Navy. Imech of the credit for the come-back of these
birds after their depletion in the early years of this century is due
Te. Gilbert Pearson and the Netional Audubon Society.

Royel Tern. Thalosseus maximus meximus. Swmer visitor; not
coumon. April 8 (Mrs. Reed) to December 3, 1949 (Scott, Stevens, and
Lawless), also, Mrs. Reed and lMaurice Broun found a sick bird st Back
Bay December 28, 1940; aversge April 13 to September 28. Birds were
especially plentiful in the Tall of 1949 being ssen regularly through
October; sixteen birds were at Beck Bay Novenber 3, and the one on
December 3 did not secm unusual. However, in years befors this there
were only 3 records after September. No evidence of breeding, in fact
the birds mre almost absent from mid June to mid July. Maximum 40 on
May 20 (Mrs. Reed). The best distinguishing mark is the bill - orange
colored in contrast with the corsl red of the Caspisn Tern.

Caspian Tern. Hydroprogne caspia. Trensient; feirly common.
April 8 (Grey) to May 24 (Mrs. Reed) and July 17 to December 12 (both,
Mrs. Reed); average April 11 to iay 18 and July 19 to November 22.
Maximum 62 on September 20, and 48 on September 9.

Bleck Tern. Chilidonias nigra surinamensis. Fall transient in
fair numbers; two spring records. July 17 to November 28, with next
latest September 17 (all Leed); average July 26 tc Septembsr 4.

English has the only syring records of two birds at Lake Drummond May 13,
1931 (this is in Dismal Swemp and really ocutside our territory by some

5 miles), snd another record of April 22, 1933 on the Bay. The birds
are casual spring transients at Oregon Inlet end should occur frequently
with us. Meximum 63 August 30.
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Razor-billed Auk. Alca torda torda. "A msle wes shot in the vicin-~
ity of Norfolk sbout October 15, 1886 according to lr. ¥.S. Webster of
Washington," (Auk LV:158). krs. Reed and Perkins found a dead bird and
saw two flying along coast at Back Bay December 30, 1947, when they noted
that all three birds were immeture and did not have the white markings on
the bill as in the =zdult.

Brunnich's Murre. Uris lomvia lomvia. Sam Walker vicked up a dead
bird on the beach off False Cape January 26, 1839, which was identified
by W.F. Rubicheck.

Dovekie. FPlautus slle alle. One collected January 20, 1923 by J.C,
O'Connor et Sandbridge, and one seen the next day, (Auk 40:317). December
S5, 1930 one was sent to the Academy of Natural Science, Philadclphia,
which was teken at Back Bay (Auk 48:105). November 28, 1932 one seen
near the North Carolina line by J.U. 'ilendorf (Auk 50:332). December 28,
1944 one heavily oiled found on Back Bay by Perkins; and two dead birds
were found on the Christmas count by drs. Reed December 31, 1944, Jan=-
uary 7, 1945 saw some that were heavily oiled but were still able 1o fly.
In 1949 Porkins saw one Jenuery 2 and 15 and Mackenzie and Perkins saw one
dead and one alive Jesnuary 23nd.

Rock Dove. Colurbias livia livia. Some domestic pigeons have become
feral and hence are included.

sLastern Mourning Dove. Zenzidure macroura carolinensis. Resident;
fairly coumon. In July therc are flocks of 25 to 35. Irs. Reed found
it nesting in 1943 at the Wildflowecr Sanctuary.

(Carolins Psroquet. Conuropsis carolinensis carolinensis. The 4th
A.0.U. Check-list says "Foxmerly renged...north along the Atlantic coast
to southern Virginia," HLowever, this right have been the Diasmecl Swamp
rather than our territory.)

Yellow-billed Cuckoo. (Coeccyzus americanus americanus., Summer
visitor; uncommon. 4pril 14 to October 14 (both Reed); averace May 9
to September 28. Ilaximum 6 May 11 (Reed). English had ar immature
specimen presented to him in 1932 which had been captured in the area.

Black-billed Cuckoo. Cocecvzus erythrophthalmis. Three records;
all by lrs. Reed. Two iday 24, 1939; one May 19, 1940; and one June 25,
1940. Beiley in his Birds of Virginia commented thet we had no tide-
water record of breeding.

Barn Owl. Tyto alba pratinccla. Resident: apparently in small
numberse. Merch 20, 1949 Dr. Bryan Grinnan of the Edgewster section of
Norfolk took frow the tower of sn old windmill near his place six young
birds about the size of babv chicks. The t70 adults had been disturbing
the commnity for so e time so thet neighbors declared they could get no
rest at night. A couple of ysars previously Capt. Bowfines had taken
several shots at thc adults becausc they were a genersl nuisance.
Finally the windmill was torn down to get rid of the owls. Mrs. Reed
found a yonng bird August 2, 1940 which was sble to fly but had been
caught at the Wildflower Sanctuary. ZAugust 22, 1941 lMr. and Mrs. Reed
sgw adults and four young in ths belfry of Chent ‘‘ethodist Church.
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Gould said: "Not common. Three young were taken from e nest in a large
wooden tank of a veneering company in Portsmouth 1927". NMackenzie had
one fly into the lights of his car June 27, 1945. English had seen two
dead birds and one that was captured. DPerkins had nest and 4 eggs Jan-
uary 24, 1950 in the tower on Ragged Island.

Eastern Scrsech Owl. Otus asio naevius. Resident; in smsll numbers,
elthough English found it & common resident a few years back. June 1,
1941 two young birds were captured by Mrs. Darden's boys near their home
on Lafayette River. &nglish found a nest 1933.

Greet Honred Owl. Bubo virginisnus virginianus. Resident; scarce.
Gould said "One had its nest in an old Red-tailed Hewk nest neaxr Bayside,
Princess Anne County, a few years ago". Mirs. Reed found two eggs in a
nest at Iilgrim's Rest Senctuary January 29, 1941, and young February
17, 1939; and February 11, 1938. Iackenzie found two young April 22,
1945 and apparently they left the nest }ay 6.

Western Burrowing Owl. Speotyto cuniculeria hypugeea. A.C. Bent,
Life Histories of North American Birds of Prey, II p. 396, says that on
QOctober 22, 1918 onc came sboara a neval vessel off FamytOu Roads, Va.
Murray in the HAaven, X, April-lMay 1939, p.2, checked the record with
F.C. Lincoln and found thet it was “ubllshed by William Dunecan Strong
of Berkley,Californies in the Condor 24, p. 29, 1922, where he steates
that their boat was just out of Hampton Hosds enroute to New York.

The owl flew about the guarier decik for four hours, was captured the

next morning, znd taken ashore by a marine. It wes identified as a
Burrowing Owl, but Strong wes not able to meke the subspecifiec identi-
fication, but guessed it to be the Florida form. H.C. Oberholser wss

of the opinion it was the western form as the Floride bird is coafined to
the State and is a resident, while the western bird is quite & wanderer.

Northern Barred Owl. Strix varia varia. Gould listed it as a not
common resident, and Znglish found it twice in Black Weter Swemp:
December 1930, snd Hovember 1932. I have listed no other rccords.

Short-cared Owle Asic flammaeus flammeus. Three records, all in
fall, Mrs. Reed saw one on Cottage Toll Roed September 20, 1939;
another wes seen by her on the Refuge November 21, 1941; end a bird
was seen on the Christmas count for hhe arez on December 31, 1944, H.H.
Bailey listed it in the Birds of Virgiria as a resident thet bred in the
marshes. Miss Cocke in her paper on the birds of the VWashington, D.C,
region calls it a rars winter visitor with only one record between 1891
and 1929 when she wrote.

Chuck=-will's widow. Caprimulsus carolinensis. Summer visitor;
samewhat uncommon and locslized. 4pril 23 (Mackenzie) to September 2
(Mrs. %.W. Houston). They can freguently be heard in Ssashors P erk,
and vhile I do not have data on other places it is quite Wrobhulu that
if one listened for them at night throughéut the area they could be
found in severzl places. dInglish wes given o dead bird in the spring
of 1932 thet had been killed by contact w1tp wires at the Navy Yard.

I believe we have two seiisfactory breeding records, though of z some-
whet unususl nature. Iirs. Houston told lirs. Reed that on our latest
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date, September 2, 1945 she had secn & family of these birds, which is an
interesting late date but not improbable as they have been recorded at
Releigh through September 21. The other breeding evidence involves a
change in identification made by Gould, and I do this with considerable
hesitetion. I did not have the privilege of knowing Gould who was
mainly an oologist and therefore lookxed for nests during the day, rather
than listened for birds et night. This may be the reason that he did
not list the Chuck et all, although he did much work in the area now
known as Seashore Park, and which in his d=y was referred to as "The
Desert" because of tremendous sand dunes which were encroaching on the
heavy woods. Therefore, I think his record under Whip-poor-will really
belongs under the Chuck: "Not coumion, nests found at Cape lenry lay 17,
1908 and Oceen View May 19, 1915."

Bastern Whip-poor-will. Caprimulgus vociferus vociferus. The status
of this species is uncertein. It has not been rccorded by Mrs. Hsed,
Mrs. Barefield, or myself. English listed it as & "summer resident,
common in some sections, errives lete llargh: March 11, 1932." Goulds
reference has been quoted under the Chuck-will's widow zbove. Mrs.
Marshall, wife of the superintendent of Scashore Park, said that while
living in the Park she had heard hoth the Chuck and the Whip-poor-will
on August 5, 1943. Mackenzie listened a great desl for owls and his only
record was made June 1, 1944: "I went into Seashore State Park asbout mid-
night, hoping to hear some owls., Chuck-will's widows were singing every-
where. Closs at heand was one Wwhip-poor-will, znd it was most instructive
to hear both of them at once. It would seem that this should be a breed-
ing bird," (kaven 15:48). In eastern North Carolins the Whip-poor-will
is replaced by the Chuck, snd even when they overlep, it is ususlly =
matter of one arriving for the summer and the other passing through. We
need more work on this species in the whole eastern part of Virginis.

Eastern Nighthawk. Chordeiles minor minor. Not common as a
sunmier visitor; more common in migrations. April 22 to September 28
(both Irs. Bereficld); average l'ay 2 to August 30. DMackenzie noted a
nest June 3, 1945 on top of 2 Norfolk building. Between 1936 and 1940
a pair used the territory between Little Creek and the Bay until housss
were built there in such nunbers.

Chimney Swift. Chaetura pelagica. Summer visitor; fairly common.
April 4 to October 7 (both Irs. Reed); averazge April 10 to October 3.
Young in nest July 28, 1939 (Grey).

Ruby-throated Hummingbirde. Archilochus colubris. Summer visitor;
fairly common. 4ipril 4 to September 14 (both iirs. Reed); average
Lpril 19 to September 10. Maximum 8 September 1 (Mrs. Reed). Nest
May 24 to Juns 19 {lirs. Reed).

Eastern Belted Kingfisher. llecaceryle alcyon slcyon. Uncommon
resident. Maximum count 7, average 1. Irs. Reed felt that bv 1941
the birds were less comuon then they were in 1936, and that they were
a little more common in winter., Gould says they nest. Nrs. Reed saw
a mels carry a fish into hole in bank Wildflower Sanctuary on May 13.




Page 77 THE RAVEN September-October, 1950

Southern Flicker. Colavtes auratus auratus. Resident; fairly
common. A male collected by Mirray and Grey on liay 20, 1940 was identi-
fied by Wetmore as this species. lirs. Reed records a nest in 1943.
Maximum 60 November 20, and 2¢ December 30. An average count is 3.
Often noted in the marsh st Sandbridge, whers it lights on a post or a
bush. S.A. Welker has recorded them on the open besach. Some wintexr
birds should be collected as they might prove to be the northern form
C. a. luteus.

1T

Southern Pileated Woodpecker. Hylatomus pilestus pileatus.
Resident in suitable locslities, particularly at Stumpy Lske and Sea-
shore Park. leckenzie found & nest liay 5, 1945. laximum 8 (Scott).

Red-bellied Voodpecker. Centurus carolinus. Resident; not common.
Vaximum €6 on November 6 (Mackenzie). Are probably a little more common
in wintsr. Gould says they nest.

Red-headed Yoodpecker. DMelenerrss orytihrocephalus erythrocephalus.
Sumner visitor; not common. Occasionally ney wintpr. April 4 (Reed) to
November 18 (Barefield). xnglish says "a few remain during ild winters,
two fed at my treps during 1931-32". Ben Coifey found one December 20,
1942 on the Christmas Census. Hiiackenzie found one January 21, 1945.
Nesting: Lirs. Reed found a nest ilay 6, 1938 in Seashcre Park, znd one
at Pungo Marsh May 15, 1938; young June 16. Lkurrey =snd Grey saw young
birds flying sbout at Sandbridge August 10, 1944,

Yellow=-bellied Sapsucker. Sphyrapicus varius varius. Winter
visitor; uncommon. October 15 (Mrs. Reed) to April 14 (dngllsn] averaze
November 3 to llarch 11l. It is interssting that English recorded these
birds only twice ond Gould only once; wheress in recent years we have
had about three records a vear. DMaximum 5 on October 29 (Mrs. Reed).

Southern Hairy Woodrecker. Dendro__pus v;l;ggg auduboni. Uncommon

resident. Gould seys that it nesis. leximum 4 iay 26 (Mrs. Reed),
with average counts of only one 2 day, and that rarely. In the Afuk XIX
1902, p.400, John Y. Daniel notes the first record for Virginia of the
southern form of the Hairy: "In a collesction of birds made during ey
1902 by the writer in the Lske Drumiond area of Dismal Swamp, there is
& specimen of the Hairy Woodpecker which nroves to be typical of the

o uthern subspecies. (dryobates villosus auduboni) taken liay 22, 1903."
Murray thinks that Wi iam folisr verified the identificetion. Somcone
should collect a winter specimen for subsnecific identification.

Northern Dovmy Woodpeciters Dendrocopus pubescens medisnus.
Resident; fairly common. Gould seys that it nests. baximum 9 October
21 (Mrs. Reed); average 1. In Lipril 19435 kiackenzie noted that Lt.
Ludwig of Portsmouth had collected 3 birds; two of which he identified
as the northern form (Medianus), and one as the scuthern form (pubescens).
Actually our birds are intermediates, between these two forms, and their
identification might depend upon the inelinations of the person examin-
ing the skins. Oberholser listed specimens from southeastern Virginia
as pubescens (Proc. U.S.lN. lus. Vol. 18, 1895, pp. 547-550), whersas
Je«H. Riley examined a specimen collected by Burray in Dl““pl Swemp in
May which was intermecdiate, bui scemsd o Rilsy to be mserer medianus.
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Red=-cockaded Woodpecker. Dendroccpus boreelis borealis. December
30, 1923 Caps, Crosby, and Griscom found 3 birds on Cedar Island in Back
Bay. English saw one November 19, 1933. Gould is our authority for
their nesting, and he says: "I have only known of one pair that had its
nest in the hole of & green pine about twenty feet from a much larger
pine in which 2 pair of Bald EZagles had their nest. Both eagles and
woodpeckers nested in the seame trees for several years, until the tiwher
wes cut." Gilbert Pearson once amazed me by spotting a nest fifty yards
away in heavy woods vhile looking toward the sun. He explained that the
trick is to cateh the sunlight reflected from the rosin which drips down
the tree for several feet below the nest which is usually in s live tree.

Eastern Kingbird. Tyrannus tyrannus. Summer resident; common.
April 16 (Mackenzie) to September 17 (lirs. Reed); average April 21 to
August 22. Young July 14-24. Maximum 20 September 15 (Mrs. Reed).

Lrkanses Kingbird. Tyrannus verticalis. Three records. MNrs. Reed
and Walsh saw two on Knotts Island November 16, 1931. One by Mrs. Darden,
Mrs, Reed, and Grey near Sandbridge November 3, 1949. Perkins saw two
birds lNovember 4, 1949 near Refuge Headquarters.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. BMusciveora forficata. One shot Jenuary 2,
132 by R.R. Taylor in his yard in Norfolk, and sent to the Smithsonien
Institution where it was examined by Robert Ridgway and preserved in
alcohol as it was too decomposed to skin. (Bull. Nutall Club VIII,p.59).

Northern Crested Flycatcher, Myisrchulus crinitus boreus. Summer
vigitor; common. April 4 to October 31 (both Mrs. Read); average April 22
to September 16. MNeximum 20, average 6. Nest May 1 (Barefield).

Eastern Phoebe. Sayornis phoebe. Winter visitor; uncommon,but re-
corded regularly. October 15 (Mrs. Reed) to April 15 (Mrs. Reed);
average October 26 to ilarch 14. Apparently this spscies is observed more
frequently since 1940, as Gould had only one record and inglish made
only Tive records in 3 ycars. Betwean Gould, #nglish, and the first
years of lrs. Resd's wrk we coversd 18 years from which thers werse but
14 records for this bird, whereas, in recent years we have as many as
nine records for 3 vesrs.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. Empidonax flaviventris. In August 1944
I saw one in the Azalea CGardens but do not find the exact date. At
Fort Eustis, on the Teninsula, lMackenzie and Capt. Reynolds found one
May 18, 1945. Liiss Cooke lists it at ‘iashington as "tolerabl; cormon,
but local in migretion™, and gives the averasge dates as lisy 14 o 22,
and August 15, to September 18.

Acadien Flycatcher. ZEmpidonax virescens, 3Scorce summer visitor.
April 14 to October (Both ilirs, ieed): a?érnge May 10 to August 18. Nest
May 31, 1932 (Gould snd H.H. Bailey) to June 8 when irs. 3sed found
three nests. Meximum five singing males on llay 21 (Mrs., Aeed).

Alder Flycatcher. Lmpidonax traillii trcillii. Two records.
Mackenzie saw one aApril 26, 1944; and one was szen by Charlas Stevens
end Williem Minor of Charlottesville, September 13, 1946.




Page 79 TﬁEfEmNEN September-October, 1950

Eastern Wood Pewee. Myiochanes virens. Fairly common summse
visitor. April 16 (English) to September 17 (lrs. Reed); average April
29 to September 10. Mrs. Reed snd Gould found nests.

Northern Horned Lark. ZEremophila alpestris alpsstris. Uncommon
winter visitor; with only seven records from 1938-1947. November 25
(Barefield and Mackenzie) to February 10 (Walker). NMsximun of 6C on
December 7, 1949 (V.S.0. field trip). Rives in his Catalogue, 1890,
thought this to be the more commpn form along the coast.

Prairie Horned Lark. Zremphila alpestris praticola. This bird
was seerched for over many winters before lMrs. Reed sew one among &
flock of robins on March 7, 1940. Her other two records are the maximm
count of 10C February 20, 1946 in fields near Azelea Gerdens - all of
them showing the white line over the eye and most having white throats;
also one bird February 2, 1949. Mackenzie observed some April 12, 1945;
and then made this interesting rccord on iMay 18, 1945: "One seen at
close range, singing. It then mounted very hivh in the air, singing
until it was out of sight, but the song could still be heard. This bifd
gave all the earmerks of nesting." Unfor tunatulv he did not list the
place.

Tree Swallow. Iridoprocne hicolor. Abundant as a2 transient es-
pecially in fall; a few winter; and we have one brzeding record. July
19 (Grey) to May 24 (Mrs. lie'.-::d); everage July 29 to April 20. 4 nest
was found by John B. Lawis on June 15, 1927, "in an old woodpecker hole
in a fencepost between the upper end of Back Bay and the ocezn".

(Raven, IX3 109). The migration is heaviest in April and August with
meny in September. One of the emazing sights at the Refuge in August

is to see the wires loaded with these birds for severzl milss. They

are in such gquantities that we may have overlooksd full counts in many
cases, clso they vary considerably from year to year. September 28,1938
Craighill and I counted 3,000 Océana to Sendbridge. October 9, 1948,
Mrs. Reed saw 1,000 at Little Creek Ferry and at Cape Charles some 1,500
following a hurr1cane. January 21, 194C amid snow and ice, iirs. Reed
saw 100,

Bank Swallow. PlD eria riparie riparia. Uncommon transient; but
may be more common than our twelve rccords would indicate. April 4 to
June 2 (both Mrs. ?aed; and August 13 to September 7 (both Mackenzie).
Maximum 4 on liay S.

Rough-winged Swallowe. Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis.
Uncommon summer visitor. April 4 (lirs. Reed) to Ssotember 15 [llackenzie).
Most of our records fell between Ap i1 15 Aand Mey 28; and July 29 to
September 15. lMrs. Reed thinks it nests in the region of the VWildflower
Sanctuary. English found two nests, which he attributed to the Bank
Swallow - but may be this species - at Lake Smith May 13, 1932, and
April 22, 1934. UMeximum 175 on May 5 (Scott). Lynnhaven Inlet and

road Bay should be searched in nesting season as there are some good
banks there.
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Barn Swallow. Hirundo rustice ervthrogaster. Fairly cormon summer
visitor. April 4 to November 3 (both lrs. Reed); average April 16 to
September 15. It nests under bridges everywhere in Norfolk. Nests are
ebundent in the boathouse at the Refuge whers on May 17, 1939 I counted
31, and on Mey 20, 1944 there were 40. Gould says "The nesting of the
Barn Swallow in this locality has been of late (1930). TFirst noted in
1925; since then has become rather common." English noted in 1933 that
it had@ become more common in the last three years sinee Gould wrote. By
1940 the birds had pushed their breeding range as far south as the south-
eastern tip of North Carocline where I found them with T. Gilbert Pearson
in May 1940, Maxirmm 500 on May 10 (Mrs. Keed).

(Northern Cliff Swallow. Petrochelidon pyrrhonota albifrons. Has
not been recorded in the area, nor €rom the ecstern part of lNorth Carolina
although it is a common spring transient at Raleigh which is in about the
same geographical relation to that stete as Richmond is to Virginia. I%
would be interesting to discover how far east these birds migrate in
Virginia.)

Purple lMartin. Progne subis subis. Common summer resident. INarch
21 to September 30 (both Mrs. Heed); everage llarch 27 to September 7.
Some years back it was suggested the lartins were not holding out so well
and I started a census for July 4th to cover the seven miles from our
cottage up Shore Drive to Willoughby Spit: in 1838 there were 112 birds;
in 1940 there were 146; and in 1949 there were 171 using 24 boxes. By
the la st week in July the young are entirely out of the houses and nigra-
tion begins almost immedietely. In August we freguently have heavy migra-
tions along the coast when the birds cover the telephone wires as do the
Tree Swallows.

Blue Jay. Cyanocitta cristats (subspecies). Prior tc 1944 this
bird was considered a scarce resident in the area, found only near Grest
Bridge, where one or two birds could be ssen on nearly every trip. In
April 1944 Mery Leigh reported to lirs. Reed that she had ssen two Blue
Jays in Norfolk City. In June 1945 lMackenzie saw one in the yard of
Captain }MeGlome at Ocesn View. On the Christmes Count Decerber 31, 1949
four birds were recorded; two by Stevens nesr Pungo and two by Grey in
the woods a mile below the Refuge at Back Bay. Collecting one of these
biréds might prove it to be the Florida form cristata, mot yet recorded
from Virginis, thouzh Tound throughout eastern North Carolinsz.

Northern Raven. Corvus corex principalis. November 14, 1931 four
birds were seen at Knotts Island, by Lester VWalsh snd Mrs. Reed. DMrs.
Reed also recorded onsz at Stumpy Lake June 2, 1942. Welsh says: "I
have recorded these on each trip; sometimes as meny as 4 individuals,
and am wondering if they breed in this vicinity.” We have no breeding
record in the State except in the mountains, in fact they appear tc be
scarce even as transients east of the Skviine Drive. ialsh also saw
one January 2, 1949 (Christmas Count).

Southern Crow. Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus. Resident; conmon;
apparently more common in wvinter, when it is probable that so.e at least
are the Dastern Crow, brachyriynchos. ILnglish recorded them as nesting.
Maxinum 105.
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Fish Crow. Corvus ossifragusé Comron resident; though apparently
not so common &s the above. Maximum 106. No positive breeding record.
Mrs. Reed and English noted it hovering over the water and picking up
food from gulls. There is & difference in the flight pattern of the
Common Crow which flies in a streight line, and the Fish Crow which
frequently wveers to the side.

Southern Carolina Chickadee. Psarus carolinensis carolinensis.
Resident; not common. Murray and I collected one at Sandbridge August 26,
1938 which Wetmore identified as this form, thus adding a bird to the
State list., Young April 30 to lMay 18. Maximum 38, It would be worth
while collecting a winter bird for subspecific identification.

Tufted Titmouse. Parus bicolor. Fairly common resident; epparently
a little more fresguently found than the Chickades. Liaximum 30 on October
6 (Mrs. Reed) with an average of 5. Gould listed it as nesting. MNrs.
Reed says, "I think there is a genersl increass of Titmice in fall over
and above the regular familiss. I have noticed this at the Wildflower
and the Pilgrim's Rest Sanctuary. Frobably just = gathering of families
from surrounding territory to more favorable places."

White~-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta corolinsnsis carolinensis. Uncommon
resident; with only 13 records in 10 years. Iirs. Reed obscrved two on
June 2, 1942 below Stumpy Lake, vhich msy have been breeders. Reed and
I found cne August 27, 1941 &% the junction of highways 603 and 625.

Just outside our territory at Ft. Bustis laockenzie recorded it breeding
May 18, 1945, Apparently the birds have become more common in recent
years as Gould did not list it, and English observed it only once. Col-
lecting might prove our bird to be the southern form which would add a
bird to the State list.

Red-bressted Nuthatch. Sitta canadensis. Uncormon winter visitor.
September 11 (Mrs. Reed) to May 11 (Bsrefield). Mrs. Reed reported an
unusually heavy unigratior in 1941 from October 21 to Noveuwber 4. One
hundred birds were reported November 21, 1943 by llelcolm Andrews and
Audrey H. Claugus in Seashore State Fark.

Brown-headed Iuthatch. Sitta pusills pusilla. Locally common
resident, MNrs. Reed thinks they are increasing in numbers. Mrs. Barefield
had a fine study of them in the Raven 14:34-37; and recorded young bifds
out of the nest May 23 and August 10. Nrs. ueed reported 50 on the
road to Fatterson's Marsh October 29, 1947.

Brown Creeper. Certhia familiaris america ane . Winter visitor;
regular in small nuwbers. October 6 to 4pril 14 (both Frs. Reed);
average November 3 to s#crch 1. Maximum 4, average 1.

Bastern House Wren. Troslodytes sedon zedon. Fairly common sumrer
visitor; occasiocnal in winter. =spril 2 to November 7 (both Mrs. Reed);
average April 15 to September 8. 4&nglish has a record for February 16,
1931; the Christmes Count of Jonuary 2, 1949 listed three; and Stevens
found 3 December 21, 1949, lurray and I took an adult i *’le near Lynn-
haven Inlet July 22, 1949 vhich Jetmore identified as aedon. It is
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possible thaet besldwini is present at times a&s Oberholser in his descrip-
tion of this form listed one taken at Smith's Islaand, Northsmpton County,
iay 13, 1910 (Ohio.Journal.Scisnce 34:86-96, 1934). Mrs. Reed reports
two broods a yesr.

Eastern Winter Wrsn. Troglodytes troslodytes hiemalis. (Stevens).
#Winter visitor; scawrce, with only 12 (Scott) records in 18 years. Sept-
ember 17 (Mackenzie) to larch 26 (Mrs. Reed). Maximum 3 (Scott). Gould
had only one record of this species, and English recorded it but twice.

Bewick's Vren. Thryomanes bewickii bswickii. The present status
seems to be that of a straeggler, with 4 records in recent years., Mrs.
Barefield December 7, 10, 193¢ with two birds on the latter dete; and
November 26, 1941. IMaxkenzie saw one December 9, 1944. Gould has this
illuminating note; “In 1906 when I first came to Berkeley, Virginia,
noew a part of Norfolk, Bewick's Viren was guite common, nesting in my
¢lose neighborhood and having as 2 singing perch a telephone pole in
front of my house. Several other pairs were noted & short distance away.
At thet time there were no House Wrens about. After the House ‘Wrens
began to move in end by 1914, the Bewick's Wren had moved out. There
are still a few in the county (1933), one was heard singing on a farm
near fentress, Virginia, in 1931." Witmer Stone in Bird Life at 014
Cape May observed that this species is seemingly rare where the House
liren is common.

Carclina Wren. Thryothorus ludovicianus ludovicianus. Resident;
common. Haximum 25 singing males. It appears to me that this species
is not as »lentiful as it is &t Raleigh, North Carolina, or Charlottes-
ville. Gould remerks that: "It nests very early March 2, 1932, one
egg in nest, and on llarch 6, 5 eggs. Temperature March 7 was 24 degrees,
and on March 10 it was 17 degrees. All eggs hatched on lzsrch 23, and
all young raised." June 19 lMrs. Reed found young just out of nest.

Wayne's Long-billed Marsh Wren. Telmatodytes psliustris weynei.
Abundent swmer visitor in the galt marshes; a few remasin in winter.
March 7 (Gould) to November 29 (Walsh); average April 14 to October 19.
Our two winter records probably do not represent the true status; five
birds December 30, 1923 on Cedar Island by Caps, Crosby, and Griscom;
and four birds December 31, 1949 by Stevens, Scott and Lawless. I saw
an immature marsh wren -~ with yellow linine around ths mouth -~ at Sznd-
bridge December 29, 1938, but was not successful in collecting it; I
take for granted it was this species. Howell and Burleigh collected
specimens at Pungo Mzy 17-20, 1932; which they identified as waynei
(Auk 51: 249-250). inglish found nests liay 29. Long-bills migrate in
some quantities as late es Ilay 20, for in 1941 I found many in & marsh
near Little Creek, and all birds were geone next day, nor did any nest
in the mersh that summer. Collecting might prove them palustris.

Short-billed Marsh 'iren. Cistothorus platensis stellsris. Winter
visitor; fairly common. August 9 (Murray) to liay 20 (Howell and Bur-
leigh); avercge August 22 to April 30. Meximum 16., There is » possibil-
ity that this species breeds in the county, and bte prove such would
extend its breeding range southward from Cornfield Herbor, Marylsnd.
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Burleigh and Howell May 17-20, 1932 found six pairs in an open marsh
near Pungo, and tool them to be naired; but were not able to return
later to locate nests. (Auk 51:249-250). In a trip in 1936 from May
30 to June, Howell, Tyrrell, and Duveall, were unable to locate any nests
in the mersh. Murray and I began searching the marshes in 1938, and
August 22 took a male at Sandbridge, whers he was singing in company
with six or more birds. Since his testes were much enlarged we as-
sumed the species had probably bred in the mersh that surmer. However,
there was the fact that we had no June or July record. In following
veers I exzmined many mershes with no results, and the marsh at Sand-
ridege was burnt over so many tiies that 1t became poor territory.
August 9, 1944 Murray found four birds near the Refuge headquarters,
but the birds were gone next day, which forced us to the conclusion they
were migrents, and that migration begins very early. These birds are
fairly easy to distinguish in the field by their under-tail coveris
which are almost orange compared to the whiter ones of the longbills,

Bastern Mockingbird. MMimus polyglottos polyglottos. Common resident.
Meaximum 20; average 1C. Nest April 16 to liay 2, second nest June 2
(Mrs. Reed).

Catbird. Dumetella carolinensis. Commion summer visitor; a few
may be found in winter. Icrech 2 (Scott) to October; average April 17 to
September 20. Our few winter records are: December 20, 1923 six birds on
Cedar Islané (Caps, Crosby, and Griscom); January 7, 1933 (English);
February 20, 1941 (Dobie); January 2, 1949 ten birds (Scott and Stevens);
December 31, 1949 sixteen birds on Christmas Count. Nest liay 20: young
June 4 to August 16 (Mrs. Reed).

Brown Thrasher. Toxostome rufunm rufum. Summer visitor; common;
actually recorded every month in the year. Aversge: March 9 to November
7. Nest April 8 to July 2; eggs July 22. Young April 29 to June 15
(Mrs. Reed).

Eastern Robin. Turdus migratorius migratorius.

Southern Robin. Turdus migratorius achrusterus. Resident as a
species; uncormon except in spring migrations. January 18, 1939 Mrs. Reed
saw about 1,000 hirds, and on January 22, 1941 some 500 were recorded.
The number on Christmas counts renges from 3 to 250, with 25 as usual,
which suggests they mey not winter in sny large numbers. Burleigh and
Howell collected a breeding bird at Pungo on their trip lMay 17-20,1932
which proved to be achrusterus. The eastern form is included on the
strength of heavy migrations through the fields in iarch and April, since
in North Carolina, C.S. Brimley and I eollected from these flocks and
found them to be migratorius, the southern form apparently using lawns
in towns in preference to the open fields. Nest April 22 (Mrs. Reed).

Wood Thrush. Hylocichle mustelina. Summer wisitor; not common.
April 14 to October 6 (both Mrs. need); Mrs. Derden and Helen Lester
cbserved one Qctober 22, 1942. Average April 20 to Ssptember 17. Irs.
Reed found 3 nests 1943. Maximum 8 compared to Scoti's maximum of 75
at Richmond.
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Eastern Hermit Thrush. Hylocichla guttata faxoni. Winter visitor;
fairly common. September 20 to lay 6 (both Mrs, Reed); average October
12 to April 26. eximum 23 (Scott), average 2.

Olive-bscked Thrush. Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. Uncommon fall
transient; two spring records. September 20 (Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Darden,
McIlwaine) to November 5 (lMrs. Reed). On October 15, 1943, lirs. Reed saw
14 birds. lrs. Reed saw it May 11, 1939, and May 21, 1940.

Gray-cheeked Thrush. Hylocichla minime minima. Scarce trensient.
Mrs. Reed has seen it May 1, 1940; May 24, 1941; Optober 15, 1943; end
October 16, 1941,

Veery. Hylocichla fuscescens fuscescens. Spring transient; uncommon.
May 2,(Mackenzie) to kay 25 (Mrs. Reed). Ten records for five years, but
probably more common than these indicete.

Bastern Bluebird. Sialia sialis sialis. Resident; uacommon in summer
when counts of 3 ere average, but more common in winter with counts of 15
to 25: maximum 40. Rackenzie noted migrestions in Ssptember. Mrs. Reed
found it nesting March 25 to May 20.

Blue-grey Gnatcatcher. Folioptila caerulesa cserulea. Summer visitor;
fairly common. March 29 (¥rs. Reed) to November 27 (Mrs. Barefield);
average April 5 to September 4. Meximum 34 (Scott), sverage 5. Nest
April 14 (Znglish) to June 4 (Mrs. Reed) young May 13 to August 1l. 1In
1943 Mrs. Reed found five nests.

Eastsrn Golden-crowned Kinglet. Regulus sstrapa satrapa. Winter
visitor; uncormon. October 16 to April 17 (both, irs. Reed); average
November 3 to *arch 13. kaximum 25.

Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Regulus calendula calendula.
visitor; regulsr in small numbers. October 15 (Mrs. reed) to May 10
(English); averaze October 30 to April 5. Meximum 44(Scott); average 3.

Americen Pipit. Anthus spincletts rubescens. Fairly common winter
visitor. October 16 to larch 21 (both, Mrs. Reed); average October 27 to
March 3. laximum 383 on January 30 (Mrs. Reed); average 75.

Cedar Waxwing. Bombycilla cedrorum. Erratic winter visitor. August
20, 1949 (V.S.0.) to lizy 14 (kMrs. Reed). Mrs. Reed has a maximum of 115 on
February 29 and 117 April 7. She saw a good meny of these birds while
erossing the Capc Charles Ferry October 4, 1946 and three birds came aboard
the ferry. lMMrs. Reed also reports a rcmarkable flight of these in 1947
when Mrs. Marshall and Mrs. Moss saw 150 on Willoughby 3pit on ilarch 17,
and on March 18 had 300.

Shrike. Lsnius ludovicianus. (Subspecies). Winter visitor; rare.
Nine records all betwsen September 12 and December Fl; never more than one.
It is probable that both forms, ludovicianus and migrens occur. In search-
ing for shrikes along the Virginic-North Carolina line during the breeding
season they do not appear to breed east of Petersburg, Virginiz, and
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Murfreesboro, North Carolina. The northeastern tip of North Ceroclina
appears to have no breeding birds, slthough they are common to the west
and south of this area.

Starling. Sturnus vulgaris vulgeris. Resident; sbundent; flocks
of 1,00C not unusuzl. H.H. Bailey records one shot in Norfolk County,
January 8, 1912, four drys after the first bird was recorded for the
Stete on Jenuary 4 in Yiarwick County. He cited that the Norfolk bird was
one of a large flock to eppesr during a sudden change to cold weather on
Jonuary 8 (fuk 30:274). Gould seys he saw his first bird Jenuary 2, 1921
and they began to nest April 28, 1921, with a second broo June 2, 1921,
(Auk 40:336). English observes they were first notsd in numbers in the
spring of 1932.

White-eyed Vireoy Vireo griseus griseus. Summer visitor; fairly
common. April 1 (Mackenzie) to October 2¢ (Barefield); average 4April 11
to September 28. Four young May 20. Naximum 13 omr May 5 (Scott).

Yellow-throated Vireo. Vireo flavifrons. Trsnsient; probably summer
visitor. April 4 to May 25 and July 20 to September 29 (all, Mrs. Reed);
average April 22 to lay 13, and July 29 to September 8. Gould listed it
as "commnon summer resident. Nests." Since we have no recent summer
records I have listed it as a transiente.

Red-eyed Vireo. Vireo olivaceus. Summer visitor; common. April 4
to October 16 (both, Mrs.HReed); aversge April 26 to September 17. Mexi-
muz 15, normal 4. Nestinz ley 13. e heve no satsifactory counts, and
they are probably much more common then our meximum count indicates.
Scott has recorded 131 in June along the Chickahominy River just east
of Richmond.

Philadelphia Vireo. Vireo philadelphicus. Mrs. Reed ahd Mrs. Bare-
field saw one September 30, 1941 in 0ld's Woods Route 615; and one was
observed at the Wildflower Sanctuary May 5, 1945 on the spring census.
(Secott and Earle L. White).

Eastern Warbling Vireo. Vireo gilvus gilvus. Mrs. Reed saw one
May 11, 1943 -at the Wildflower Sanctuary.

Black and White Warbler. NMniotilte veria. Trensient in small
numbers; scaree summer visitor. April 8 (ileckenzie) to May 26 (Mrs. Reed)
and August 25 to October 10 (both, Mrs. Reed); average April 18 to May
18, and September 20 to 28. Our only breeding record is May 24, 1941
when an adult was seen fesding two young out of nest in woods below
Stumpy Leke (Mrs. Darden, Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Barefield, Grey). Bailey in
Birds of Virginia 1910 listed thew as arriving April 5 and said, "those
from the north pass through till August 30", Maximum 10.

Prothonotary Warbler. Irotonotaria citrea. Summner resident; common
in cypress swemps. April 4 to September 14 (both, Mrs. Reed); average
April 17 to August 4. Nesting 4Lpril 22 to May 18; eges May 21; young
August 8 when Meckenzie and I found two adults feeding two young out of
the nest near the Azalea Gardens. Mrs. Reed found five nests in one
yeer at Wildflower Sanctuary. Maximum birds 5.
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(Swainson's Warbler. Limmothlypis swasinsonii. Has been found out-
side our area in Dismal Swamp, and also from VWerwick County on the
Peninsula, so that it would be expected in canse bresks within our area.
So far we have searched for it in vain.)

Worm~eating Warbler. Helmitheros vermivorus. Mrs. Reed found one
September 12, 1946 at the Wildflower Senctuary. At Cape liey theres were
only two records listed by Witmer Stone in 1937, and Liiss Cooke lists
it as an uncommon summer resident at Vashington. This is a species
whose ststus in eastern Virginia needs clarification.

Tennessee Warbler. Vermivora peregrina. Mrs. Heed observed one for
a long time September 15, 1944 feeding in persimmon trees near the sand
dunes at Seashore Park (The Seasson, Audubon Mugeazine, January-February,
1945) I believe this is the only Tidewster record, and in North Carolina
they have not been recorded cest of Raleigh.

Orange-crowned Varbler. Vermivora celate celsta. One cbserved by
Ludlow Griscom in the live osks of Cedar Island in Back Bay on December
30, 1923 (Bird Lore 26:31). This rengined our only record till February
9, 1948 when Cerl Bucheister identified one at Irs. Herbert Thompson's
with Mrs. Reed and others. A record thet I have some doubts about was a
bird reported at Virginia Beach by hieurice Richter, Jr., of New Jersey,
on Varch 31, 1943 (Raven 20:33). At Washington it is accidental, taken
only twice and in October; Maryland has two other records. On the basis
of records at Cape Mzy and Charleston, South Carolina, I would have
expected this to be a scarce but regular trensient in our ares.

Southern Parula Warbler, Composthlytis parula americsna. Summer
visitor in small numbers; more common in migrations. IMarch 31 to
October 16 (both, Mrs. Reed); average April 15 to October 6. Nesting
May 21 (Mrs. Reed). It is probable that our nesting birds leave in
August, as there are few records for August or =arly September, with
the fall migration beginning around September 20 with counts of 25 and
50. It would be worth collecting some of these late birds as they
would probably be the nortiern form pusilla.

Eastern Yellow Warbler. DLendroica petechia aestiva. Summer
resident; fairly comuon in the shade trees of Norfolk. 4April 4 (Mrs.
Reed) to August 10 (Grey); average April 15 to July 2l. Nesting May
13 (English) to liay 24 (lirs. Reed). This species is recorded at Cape
lay as late ss September 30, so that we may have migrants passing
through later than we have recorded them. It would be worth looking
for one of the Newfoundland Yellow Warblers (Dendroica petchia amnicola).

Magnolia Warbler. Dendroica Magnolia. Rare transient; three fall
records, once in spring, DMrs. Barefield saw it October 8, 1941l; MNac=-
kenzie October 8, 1944; and Mrs. Barefield and Dobie October 30, 1941.
I saw one on Long Island May 17, 1941 on the V.S.0. field trip. Mrs.
Herbert Thompson reported one to Iirs. Reed March 17, 1949 which is at
least six wecks earlier than the first date for Charlotitesbille where




Page 87 THE RAVEN September-0October, 1950

the birds are common and Washingion where they sre fairly common. 1In
North Carolina they have not been reported ecst of Haleigh. H.H. Bailey
says, "A few migrate through Tidewater about May 1-15, and also again the
first week in September." This is another species sbout which we nsed
more information from the arsa cast of Richmond.

Cape May Warbler. Dendroicz tigrina. Transient: scarce in spring
according to our records; not common in fall. lost records are by Mrse.
Reed. Her only spring record is May 13, 1943 at the Wildflower Sanctuary,
but felt sure she had been hearing the song some days before this. In
fall she hes six records: September 20, 1939; September 28, 1943; September
15, 1944; and September 22, 1944 (six blrds) QOctober 8, ¢9¢4, and QOctober
10, 1947. I found four birds October 8, 194v. One was found in winter,
Decembar 31, 1949 by Scott, Stevens, and Lowless.

Bla ck-throated Blue "zrbler. Dendroica casrulencens caerulescens.
Scarce transient; usually recorded singly and 3 & day seems to be the
record. April 14 to lMay 24 and October 8 to 14 (211, Mrs. Reed}. This
is one of the species that is supposed to migratc along the coast, and
is common at Cape M=y.

Myrtle Warbler. Dendroics ccronets coronsta,., Abundant winter
visitor. August 29 (Dobie) to May 5 (Scott); average September 30 to
April 25. Becomes common by late October and diminishes in abundance
after the middle of March. Maximum 627, December 31, 1949, end counts
of 200 and 300 are not unuswal. I had thought of these birds being
abundant along the coast in fall and working inlend in late winter; but
we have counts of 300 for May. Someone might add to our knowledge by
taking accurate counts of these birds throughout the fall and winter.

Black-throated Green Warbler. Dendroica virens virens. Trensient:
not common. Gould lists it April 28, 1923 and Way 22, 1922. Wrs. Reed
found it in spwing only April 5, 7, 16, 1942 and April 30, 1944,
However, Scott found it common Ap b &2 16 165G in Seashore Pcrk listing
32 birds. In fall it cowes through in small numbers from September 322
to October 14 (Mrs. Reed). ‘Wayne's Warbler Dev. wavnei breeds in the
Dismal Swemp, but has not been recorded from the Norfolk area, hence all
records are listed under virens.

Cerulsszn Viarbler. Dendroica cerulea. Gould says: "Only seen once,
May 16, 1922." This is @ remarkable record because these birds migrate
through the lower !lississippi Valley, and mainly west of the Blue Ridge,
being found as far east as Charlottesville, whers they breed in some
quantities.

Blackburnian VWarbler.. Dendroica fusca. Mrs. Reed saw it Sertember
10, 1938; and September 22, 1946 at thz (iildflower Sancituary. Nackenzie
reported that lirs. Fhilt had observed a male liay 13, 1945 in the Pilgrim's
Rest Sanctuary off Grasnby Strest.
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Yellow-throated Warbler. Dendéroice dominica dominica. Scarce
summer resident; &s a trensient not uncommen in spring with only five
fall records. March 20 (Mrs. Barefield) to May 20 (Mrs. Reed); average
April 1 to May 6. In f2ll it has been recorded August 5, 1922 (Gould);
September 10, 19423 September 16, 1943; and September 26, 1946 (all, lirs.
Reed). Also on September 16, 1946 by Stevens end lMinor. KIirs. Reed saw
a bird earrying nesting material April 26, 1943 at the Wildflower Sanc-
tuary. The scarcity ol breeding birds is surprising, as they nest in
some abundance in castern North Carolina and in Virginia west to
Cherlottesville,

Chestnut-sided Warbler. Dendroica pensylvanica. Mrs. Reed has two
spring records of one bird each on May 11, 1932 at Seashore Park and
April 23, 1940,

Black-poll Werbler. Dendroica striata. Transient: ebundant in spring,
somewhat uncommon in fall. lizy 2 to June 7 (both Gould) and 3eptember 10
to October 29 (both, lirs. Reed); average in spring Meyv 7 to 24. Could
says, "Uncommon spring migrent. They frequent old fields, end fields of
spinach, kale, cabbage, and turnips in large numbers." Most of our
records are for wooded aress, rather than as Gould for fields. Fall
maximum 12, with no good counts for spring.

Northern Pine Tarbler. Dendroica pinus pinus. Resident; more
common in migrations with a few wintering. Returning birds esrrive in
late February end become common in April and sgain in September. Nesting
April 22 (Mrs. Reed) to ilsy 20 (Mamkenzie): young June 8 (Mrs. Reed) to
August 10, 1944 when Murray snd I found adult feeding young on the wing
at the Refuge. Maximm 72 (Scott).

Northern Prairie Warblsr. Dendroica discolor discolor. Summer
resident: some years fairly common, while in others they are rather
scerce. April 7 (Mrs. Reed) to September 29 (Grey); average April 14
to September 23. Common during latter part of April. Young iMay 20 to
July 3 (Grey)s I found these birds migrating along Chesapeake Bay as
early as July 26, working eastward as though the Bay were somewhat of

& barrier to their migration.

Western Palm Warbler. Dendroice palmarum palmerum. Scarce transient:
seven records between October 11 and April 10. October 11, 1944 (Mrs.
Thomas Thompson}; October 20, 1942, snd March 16, 1947 (Mrs. Reed); I
found it April 10, 1947; Stevens saw 3 near Pungo December 28, 1948;
January 2, 1949 and December 31, 1949.

Yellow Pelm Warbler. Dendroica palmasrum hypochrysea. Transient;
some years fairly common; scarce winter visitor. Gould listed it a rare
winter visitor, giving Vorch 1 and 8, 1923; and January 20 and 28, 1925.
I have seen it only April 10, 1947 at Stumpy Lake. Before 1946 Mirs. Reed
had recorded it only liovember 9, 1939 when she saw two birds and ipril 25,
1944, 1In 1946 she made the following records: svring - March 13 (3 birds);
April 16 (7); May 20 (2); and in fall - September 7 (1); October 15 (3);
October 29 (4); and November 1(2). Here is another chance for someone to
add to our knowledge by morc fuller study.
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Oven-bird. Seiurus surocapillus aurocapillus. Transient in
limited numbers; scarce summer resident. In spiing April 3 (¥rs. Reed)
to June 24 (Mackenzie); average arrival April 25. In fz11 we have five
records: September 12, 20, and 22, 1946 and October B, 1947 (all, Mrs.
Reed); and September 13, 1946 (Stevens and Minor). ZEnglish listed it as
a tolerably common summer resident; and Gould had it "uncommon summer
resident; nests." Gould's note is our only evidence of breeding, al-
though lieckenzie's record of June 24 must have been a breeding bird as
well as one by lirs. Reed of June 2. It has been heard in late lay and
sarly June at Little Creck, Wildflower Sanctuary, Stumpy Lake, and
Nimmo's Chureh near Pungo. Lamimum 7 (Scott).

Northern Water-thrush. Seirus noveboracénsis noveboracensis.
Scarce transient: once in spring; four times in fell, all records by iirs.
Reed. May 13, 1943 at Wildflower Senctuary. September 23, 1945 in her
garden in Norfolk; September 7, end 12, 1946 at Wildflower Sanctuary;
and September 15, 1946 at Stumpy. The only record of more than one bird
is thst of September 12, 1946 when Mrs. Reed and lLiiss Pickell thought
there were 12 Northern and 3 Louisiana,

Louizisna Weter-thrush. Seirus motacilla. Uncommon summer visitor;
and & regular transient in emell numbers. April 4 to October 8 (both,
Mrs. Reed); averare April 22 to May 11. Gould listed it as nesting, our
only breeding record. In faect we have no records betwsen June 16 and
September 8. Uirs. Reed has seen it at Seashore Park, Wild@flower Sanc-
tuary, Hunchback Road, and lLemo's Church.

Kentucky Werbler. QOporonis formosus. Scarce summer resident;
regular trensient in spring in small numbers. April 3 to June 16 (both,
lMrs. Reed); with May 7 as average arrival. Gould listed as rare, and
said thet it nested. Scott and Stevens furnish our only date after
June with one seen =t Seashore Park August 31, 1948. It is slso found
at Stumpy Lake. Urs. Reed thinks they are 2bout as common as Oven-bird,
with 3 a dey as maximum.

Connecticut Warbler. Oporornis agilis. October 16, 1941 Mrs. Reed
and Nrs. Derden saw one on Long Island at Back Bay among the thickets
rear the picnic grounds, (Reven 13:47). Since thess birds in Virginia
seem to migrate along the mountains, this is an unusual record.

(Mourning Warbler. Oporornis philadelvphia. This species has only
been recorded satisfactorily in Virgiris and Noeth Cerolina from the
mountains, where it is scarce; but since there havs been a few reports
from our area it seemed best to list them here. Maurice Richter re-
ported a female at Virginia Beach March 20, 1948 (Raven 20:32 and 36).
Hrs. Reed has & record which she has never listed,qgﬁf?hich she comunents
as follows, "I remember the day Connie Darden and I were on Long Islend,
October 16, 1%41. That was the day we saw the Connecticut Warbler.
There was quite a flight of werblers, and we were very excited. At
the time we sew at least two warblsrs which I could not maice out anything
but Mourning Warblers. I never counted the record. It just did not
secm possible to meM)
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Marylend Yellow-throat. Geothlypis trichas trichas. Abundant
summer resident; with a few birds remeining some winters. March 7 to
December; average 4April 7 to October. Nesting April 26 to May 21 (Mre.
Reed); young May 30 (English). In 1934 Thowas Burleigh and Arthur Howell
found them common near Fungo end listed specimens as trichas, with

typhicola, the Athens Yellowthroat, just over the line in North Carolina
and in the Dismal Swamp, (Auk 51:393-4).

Yellow-breasted Chat. Icteria virens virens. ©Summer visitor in
small numbers. April 16 {Mrs. Reecd) to October 22, 194C (Mrs. Darden
and Mrs. Lestcr); average IMay 4 to middle of July. The only records after
July are: August 12, 1944 (Murray end Grey at Beck Bay); August 21, 1946
and September 20, 1937 (both, Mrs. Reed). No bresding record. My
meximum is six meles iday 24, though I have the impression this is an
inadequate count.

Hooded Warbler. Wilsonia citrina. Fairly common summer visitor.
April 9 to October 16 (both, birs. Reed); average April 17 to September 2C.
No breeding record. Maxirmum 19.

American Redstart. Setophass ruticillae. Transient: regular in fall,
muech less commuon in spring. April 14 to June 2 and September 3 to November
28 (all, Mrs. Reed); average Lpril 16 to May 19 and September 10-28. Mrs.
Reed has two summer records: June 28, 1945; and July 26, 1939. Their
scarcity in spring is indicated someWwhat by the fact that in 10 years we
have only 3 records for April and 5 for May. INMaximum 19 on September 22
(Mrs. Reed).

English Sparrow. FPasser domesticus domesticus. Resident. Has
spread all over the area, even to Knoti's Island and Back Bay Refuge.
Young found to July 24.

Bobolink. Dolichonyx oryzivorus. Transient; apparently more cormmon
in spring than faell. April 4 (irs. Reed) to May 21 (Gould) and iAugust 24
(Murray and Grey) to September 13 (Mrs. Reed); azverage May 4 to 17, and
September 3 to 10. My fall ma xlmqu are 50 and 75 while we have counts
in spring of 1,000 and 2,000. lirs. Reed and kirs. Barefield estimated
2,000 on May 2, 1940 in an im@r3551ve flight which irs. Heed describes:
"We simply did not know how to estimate thexn. They rose up in groups,
wave after wave, from the lespedeza und iterelly rained down from
the sky. With field glasses lCOTlJ{ ug at the sky we could see them
pouring down befere they were visible ¢ *he naked 37@. The singing of
these boboliinks could be heard long 134““; one ehzd the fields, The
day was one oif those rers vernal days zfter cold Jeuther. I presume
their migrstion had been neld up farther south hy the weather and with
the sudden change the whole host of bobolinks caine north. This is the
high spot of anything I have seen in lznd birds."

Eastern Headowlark. Sturnella macns magna. Resident; more common
in winter, with meximum of 215 March 3 (Mrs. Reed). Gould says that it
neste Migration observed in May and Cctober. 4 female mas collected
May 20 194C by Murray and Grey near Little Creek vhich Wetmore identi=-

fied as magna, slightly intemnediate, The birds found some 75 miles
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south at Nag's Head and Oregor Inlet have been identified by VWetmore as
the southern form argutula, so that our territory is the southern limit

of magna. There is a slight possibility that birds glong the southern
edge of Princess Anne County might prove to be the southern fomm, as there
is guite a long gap through the middle of the county where I have not
found any meadowlarks. In recent years they have become somewhat more
numerous as some of the wasteland hss been turned into grasslands, and

they are now found in most suitable places.

Bastern Red-wing. Agelaius phoeniceus phoeniceus. Resident;
abundant in sumner and migrations, fairly common in winter. Gould lists
it as nesting. Migrstion is apperent in February and March and in early
September., Maximum counts are 5,000 on liarch 3, and 1,000 in September.

Qrchard Oriole. Icterus spurius. Summer visitor; fairly common.
April 1 (lMackenzie) to September 28 (Mrs. Anguin); average April 27 to
August 11. Gould lists it breeding.

Baltimore Oriole, Icterus gslbula., Mrs. Heed has three records:
April 27, 1939; April 28, 1942; and eight birds on September 15, 1944.

Rusty Blackbird. ZFEuphegus carolinus. Five records. December 30,
1923 (Caps, Crosby and Griscom) sew 13; Barefield saw 5 October 18, 1941;
200~-3C0 were seen October &, 1943 by Alex Sprunt, Dobie and Lackenzis;
Mrs. Reed saw 150 November 28, 1943, One was seen on the Christmas
Count Janusry 2, 1949.

Boat-tailed Grackle. Cassidix mexicsanus major. Hesident; mainly
at Back Bay. Maximum 133. No positive record of breeding.

Purple Grackle. Quiscslus guisculs Subspecies. Resident; abundant
in migration, common in summer, fairly common in winter. Iirs. Reed
observed them nesting Mey 20th. The subspecific identity is not fully
established. Chapman {égg 57:225-233 January 1940) tentatively identi-
fied worn specimens Trom Newport News as between guiscula and stonei.

H.H. Bailey identified 5 taken at Newport Wews in Ilay 18925 as the Florida
form aglzeus, (Auk 52:27). Howell, Tyrrell, =nd Duvall collected a female
Mey 30, 1936 which they identified as sglezsus (Luk 54:462)., Breeding
specimens should be taken for e fuller basis of identification. Maximum
2,700 March 5, and 1,000 March 14 (Mfrs. Reed).

Eastern Covhird. liolothrus ater ster. Abundant as trensient and
winter visitor; young birds have been recorded but no adults in surmer.
August 19 to May 20. Ileckenzie found two voung birds fed by a Marylanml
Yellovthroat June 3, 1944 - which would seem to indicate that the eges
were laid by migreting birds. e have only twc lMay dates: liay 14, 1945
when liackenzie found severzl; and May 28, 1940 when Murrsry and I found
eight males and one ferrlc at Camp rondlcton. : %

F.H. Craighill found two malss &t Jauwstown - on the Peninsula and out-
side our ter:itory - lLiay 30, 1940, OSomeone should collect females in
May and see if the egg sacs show evidence of the bird having laid eges
in the migration.
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Scarlet Tanager. Piranga Blivacez. Two records. May 25, 1939
Mrs. Reed =nd Mrs. Berefield found one, (Raven X nos. 6-7 p,8). Mrs.
Reed 21so found one at North Londing April 30, 1944.

Summer Tanager, Piranga rubra rubra. Suwrmer visitor; not common.
April 19 (Mrs. Reed) to September 24 (Mackenzie); average April 28 to
September 6. Nesting May 20 and young June 1 (both, Mrs. Reed).

Eastern Cardinel. Richmondena cardinalis cardinalis. Resident;
fairly common. Young: April 16 to July 30, first and second broods.
Maximum 39,average 10.

Rose-breasted CGrosbeak. Pheucticus ludovicianus. Our only record
is one lrs. Reed reported as seen by Mrs. Thomas Thompson on September
24, 1944,

Eastern Blue Geoesbeak. Cuiraca caerulea caerulea. Six records.
Gould listed them April 1912; English saw some along the edge of Dismal
Swamp April 1932; Ben Coffey of llemphis,while visiting his sister-in-law,
Mrs. Barefield, found them twice - August 15, 1936 at East Camp; and
April 17 snd 18, 1939 at Witeh Duck Farm. HMackenzie found them May 6,
1944, Mrs. Reed says, "In 1946 Miss Mary Leigh reported to me that she
and Miss Sally Ryan sew a pair of blue grosbeaks during the week of
June 30, and that later Miss Ryan saw mele carrying food. This was at
London Bridge."

Indigo Buntinge. DPasserina cyanea. Common sumnmer visitor. ey 5
(Mrs. Reed) to September 14 (Grey); average May 8 to August 10. On July
28 Mrs. Reed counted 10 singing nsles in 19 miles by car. These birds
are not as common with us as they are at Releigh or at Charlottesville.
No breeding record.

Dickecissel. Spiza americana. One was identified at Ocean View by
C.A. Reed in 1907, (Birds of North Carolina, first edition 1919, note on
page 256).

Eastern Purple Finch. Carpodacus purpureus purpureus. Winter
visitor in smell numbers. September 11 to Mzy 6 (both, Mrs. Reed). Not
recorded in sll winters. Gould saw it twice and English once. Mrs. Reed
had 16 records for the last ten years. Naximum 17.

Northern Fine Siskin. Spinus pinus pinus. Five records. September
29, 1941 fifty birds were seen on Holly Lane by Dick Dobie and Mrs. Anguin;
the birds stayed for a week (Raven 13:9). lMrs. Darden saw 15 on February
26, 1946 near her home, and saw some on sach of the two succeeding days.
Mareh 2, 1947 Scott saw a flock of 8 at Lockhaven, and snother flock of
23 south of Oceenaz with goldfinches; he also saw 6 near Sandbridge,
Jamuary 2, 1949. Miss Sslly Ryen saw two tarch 21, 1949. #We should be
on the lookout for these birds as William J. Rusling of llew Jersey spent
September 22 to November 11, 1936 on sastern shore studying the migration
and reported a total of 499 Siskins at Kiptopeke during his stay. :

Fastern Goldfinch. Spinus tristis tristis. Uncommon resident;
abundent spring migrant. No breeding record. Maximum 536 on Januery 2,
1949 (Christmas Count).
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Alebema Towhee. Fipilo erythrophthmlmus cenester. Resident; common
in summer, a few in winter. Young, May 2C to 28 (Mrs. Reed and ur 115h).
May 30, 1936, A.H. Howell, collected three near Fungo, 2ll of which
proved to be cenaster, two of them being typical. He commented that
this was es far north as birds were known to breed (Auk 54:462). Some-
one should collect a winter bird for sub-speeific idéntification.
Meximum 52 (Scott).

Ipswich Sparrow. Passerculus princeps. Winter visitor. Scarce.
Probzbly occurs more refularly than our four records indicate: December
30, 1923 (Ceps, Crosby and Griscom); a male was tuken December 26, 1939
by Grey at Dam Neck, and another seen on the refuge by Mrs. Reed and
Grey the same day; December 31, 1944, one was seen on the refuge census.
They are always found singly, and in the short grass just behind tle
dunes, near the seashore.

Eastern Savennah Sparrow. _Passerculus sendwichensis gavanna.
Common as & winter visitor; sbundent as transient. September 30 to
Mey 10 (both, Mrs. Reed); average October 10 to liay 6. Meximum 125,
next best count is 60C. Some birds should bz collected for subspecies.

Eastern Grasshopper Sparrow. Ammodramus savannarum tratensis.
Uncommon summer resident. April 28 (Znglish end Mrs. Reed) to September
4 (Mackenzie). IMrs. Reed found & nest neer Kempsville May 24, 1944,
and there were at lesst 5 singing meles nearby. In July 1949 I found
it near Little Creek at the emergency landing field.

Eastern Henslow's Sparrow. Passsrherbulus henslowii susurrans.
Summer visitor; rather local in distribution. April 28 (Could) to
fugust 30 (Scott); averszge May 9 to August 24. Found commonly at
Sandbridge and lower end of Virginis Beach; formerly there wes a colony
near Princess Anne Courthouse. Howell, Tyrell, and Duvall took a
female near Pungo May 30, 1936 (Auk 54:462); Murray and I took a
riale at Sandbridge August 22, 1938, and heard at least two other sing-
ing males.

Comrion Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Ammospiza caudacuta caudacuta.
Seven records; spread from fugust 2C to January 18 and alsc in May.
Mrs. Ben Coffey and her siste: Mrs. Barefield first reported it January
18, 1944; Mackenzie found it on Knott's Island September 24, 1944; two
were found on the Christmas Count December 31, 1944 at the Rbfuge
Mackenzie saw five on lay 5, 1945. It was reported three times in 1949:
nine birds Jenuary 4; August 20th; and December 31; all of these near
the Refuge. Vetmore and Lincoln list this as the common migrant in
Maryland. There is no breeding record in Virginia although the Fourth
A.0.U. Check-list suggests it breeds as far south as Virginia. Lo

Acadian Sharp-tailed Sparrow. ﬁnnospiza caudacuta subvirgata.
I took a male May 22, 1944 at Little Creek from a flock of some 50
birds which was identified by Wetmore as this. This is the only
record for Virginia, elthough they are probably regular mizrants.
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James Bay Sharp-tziled Sparrow. Ammospiza caudacuta altera. I
collected = male May 22, 1944 at Little Creekx out of the same flock of
sparrows mentioned =sbove, which was identified by VWetmore. This is the
second record for Virginia, the other being near Alsxandria on Septem-
ber 18, 1893. This &8lso may be & regular transient.

MNorthern Seaside Sparrow. Ammospiza maritima meritima. Not
common summer visitor. March 18 (Mrs. Reed) to November 25 (Mrs. Bare-
field and Mackenzie). Iurray and I took a male at Lynnhaven lMay 21,
1940 which was idenitified by Wetmore as maritima. The birds around
Oregzon Inlet to the south of us are Macgillivray's Seaside (Ammospiza
maritima macgillivraii) so that our territory is about the southern
breeding limit of maritima. I am always surprised at the scarcity of
this species in Lynnhaven Inlet, Little Creek, and some of the crecks
of the Lafayetts River; these being the only places that I know it
occurs regulaerly. One reason may be that the marshes around Back Bay
are brackish rather than salt, and therefors less suitablc as a habitat.

Eastern Vesper Sparrow. DPooecetes gramineus gramineus. Five
records for November, December, and ..arch. uirs. Reed saw it: November
16, 1931 with VWelsh; November £,1946 on Sigma Road (Nimmo's Church to
Sandbridge); Merch 9, 1947 at Kempsville; and lMarch 21, 1949 st Knott's
Island. Stevens and Lawless saw one December 3, 1949 on Sigma Road.

Eastern Lark Sperrow. Chondestes grammacus grarmacus. An adult
was observed for about an hour at Back Bay Refuge Headguarters by the
group on the V.S.8. fisld trip August 26, 1950, I think it is the only
record for Virginia esst of Charlottesville.

Slate-colored Junco. Junco hyemalis hyemslis. Winter visitant;
sometimes abundaznt, but ususlly in sinall numbers. October 8 (Mrs.
Berefield) to April 14 (Mrs. Reed); average October 12 to April 11l.
Maximum 90, average 5O.

Bastern Tree Sparrow. Spizells arborea srborea. Six records.
Gould had a smsall flock to spend ths winter of 1928~29 in his back
yvard, arriving November 25, 1928. Inglish saw thewm December 10, 1930;
Ben Coffey sew two on the Christmas Count at Back Bay December 20, 1942;
Mrs. Reed saw 2 at Stumpy Leke February 8, 1947; Mrs. Herbert Thompson
saw one karch 9, 1949; and Lester Walsh discoversd one at Back Bay
January 2, 1949 on the Christmas Count. These records seem surprising
to me as I had thought of the Tree Sparrow as sticking closer to the
mountains. Until 1944 there was no sstisfactory record of the distri-
bution of these birds in North Carclina; the few records obtainable
were for scattered flocks sround Asheville. I do not believe %hat
State yet has o record east of the upper Piedmont, and thercfore some=-
one might add to the knowledge of the winter range by finding a bird
in Currituck.

Bastern Chipping Sp&rrow. Spizella passerina passerina. Fairly
common summer visitor; a few remein in sose winters. Mrs. Reed has
found new arrivals February 1C; average larch 6 to October 2. I think
Mackenzie has the only Jsnuary record - Jenuary 15, 1944, Stevens and
Minor on September 11, 1946 found young beinz fed out of the nest.
Maximum 17. This is another species thot is not as common as at Raleigh.
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Eastern Field Sparrow. OSpizella pusilla pusilla. Common resident.
Eggs llay 5; young May 20 to September 3 (ifickenzie). Maximum 35,
verage 6.

=1
[

- U -
il 5 (Mrs.
Mrs. Bare-

White~-crowned Sparrow. Zonotrichia leucophrys leucophrys
comnon trensient. February 14 (Mrs. Barctield and Ray) to Apr
Reed), snd October 8 (lMackenzie) to November 2 (Mrs. Reed en
field). ZInglish recorded them December 4, 1932.

3e
d

White-throated Sparrow. Zonotrichia albicollis. Fairly common
winter visitor. Octcber 13 (Mrs. Thomss Thompson) to May 11 (Mrs. Reed);
averace November 2 to April 28. lMeximum 146, average 10.

Eastern Fox Sparrow. Passerella iliasca iliaca. Not common winter
visitor. November 20 (lirs. Heed) to April 16 (Crey); aversge Noverber
28 to Marech 10, Maximum 50 Mereh 11, 1948 from Stumpy Lake to North
Landing (Mrs. Reed).

Eastern Swamp Sparrow. Melospiza georgiana georciana. Locally
comion winter visitor. October 7 to April 28 (both, lrs. Reed). HMaxirmum
182 on Decerber 31, 1949 (Christmas Count).

Eastern Song Sparrow. lNelospiza melodiz melodia. Vinter visitor,
probably in some quantities, but hard to distinguish from the rosident

form atlentica. A male collected by me at Sandbridge December 29, 1938
was identified by C.5. Brimley as melodia.

Atlantic Song Sparrow. lelospiza melodis mtlantice. Resident:
abundant in summer, and st least some are here in winter. DMurray took
a male at Little Crsek May 22, 1940 which was identified as this form
by Wetmore. In the description of the form specimens =re listed from
Virginiz Beach which were teken in December (Auk 41:147). Young May 24
to August 29 (both, Mrs. Reed). Maximun count for Song Sparrows 164 on
December 31.

Lapland Longspur. Calcarius lapnonicus lopponicus. Lester L. Walsh
identified one on the Christmas Count January 2, 1949 at Back Bay. It
should be looked for in company with Horned Larks and Snow Buntings as it
should occur more fregquently that one record would indicate. While it
migrates south to Louisiana and Texas, it may be rare along our coast, as
North Carclinea records are »1l inland in spite of careful searchine for
it at Pea Island by Sam Walker.

Eastern Snow Bunting. Plectrophenax nivelis nivalis. ©Six records
from Back Bay md flats and Seasghore State Park. Mps. Thomas Thompson
saw 4 Noverber 11, 1936; Harry Bailey reported them January 1838; and
saw 100 on February 9, 1940; five were seen December 6,1947 on the V.S.0.
field trip; Mrs. reed found two November 4, 1948; and Perkins saw one
December 21, 1949.

~ Williemsburg, Virginia
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A TRIP FROM NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, TO VERA CRUZ, MEXICO
By Lte. (JT.G.) CeH. Blair, USN

(SS 523). n watch on deck from 1200 to 1400, about 14 miles east of Currituck
Sound. Sew three Common Loons, 3 Laughing Gulls, 8 Phalaropes of undertermined
species, and estimated 125 Wilson's Petrels (one flock contained about 100
birds). Also saw a school of porpoise and 5 large ses turtles., Later in the
day, while ship wes submerged, watched Wilson's Petrels through the periscope.
Birds and porpoises ignore the periscope es & rule, often come within inches

of it.

22 May 1950 Departed Norfolk, Virginia, on board U.S3. Submarine Grampus
i 0]

23 May At sca. Stood wetch on deck from 1200 to 1400, sbout Lat. 33 N,
Long. 74 W (about 250 miles E of Charleston, S.C,) 15 Wilson's FPetrels; 1 large
Tern, species unidentified; 3 Shearwsaters, species unidentified. A Black-
bellied Plover rode on deck for several hours.

24 May Underway in Straits of Florida, 20 miles E of Florida coast.
During 1200-1400 watch a warbler alighted on deck but would only show his

back, so I could not identify him. Two robin-sized land birds flew past the
ship about 100 yards away, flying due west. ZEvidently they were headed from
the Bahemas to florids. Sea birds, mostly too far out for positive identi-
ficetion: 1 probable Man-of=-War Bird, 2 Shesrwaters, 1 medium-sized Tern,

12 Wilson's Pstrels. There are alweys a few petrels in sight.

25 May At ses, western end Straits of Florida. 0600 passed 5 miles
south of Key West sea buoy. 1030 Passed 10 miles SE of Loggerhea# Key in the
Dry Tortuges. On 1200-1400 watch about 20 miles west of the Tortugas, saw

6 Sooty Terns and 1 Noddy on the water. These birds undoubtedly nest on
Loggerhead Key in the Fort Jefferson National Monument. In April 1949 when

I was last there they came ashore only &t night, going back te sea before
sunrise, a procedure followed until nesting commences. A4t 1300 ship sub-
merged. Watching phrough periscope, saw 2 Sooty Terns perched on piece of
driftwood about 5C yards away; thevy were not disturbed. A school of porpecise
joined us for half an hour, swimning within 50 feet of the 'scope. They were
a moftled grey in color when seen at this close range. At 1800, about 60
miles WNW of Tortugas saw 8 Sooty Terns &and 1 Audubon's Shearwater,

26 May At sea, about Lat. 27 N, Long. 87 W, headed for Wississippi Delta.
No birds in sight all the time that I was on deck except a single land bird
and & gull-like ses bird, both too far out to identify.

27 May 0700 stood up Southwest Pass of Mississippi River. Innumersble
birds, many of whiech I could not identify positively. About 150 Men-of-liar
Birds perched and flying around channel entrance. Some of the species I was
able to identify were Brown Pelican, Snowy and Americen BEgret, Little Blue
Heron, Caspian Tern, Laurhineg 8ull, Boat-tail Grackle, Yellow-crowned light
Heron. There were no Ospreys, Eagles, or other birds of prey. 1100
Anchored off Venice, Louisiana, until 1200. At 1430 clezred Southwest Pass;
stood out to sea on course 8SW. At the entrance to the Pass there was =
sharp line between the blue sea water and the muddy browm river water. Around
his dividing line were porpoises by the dozen. Once offshore bird life dis-
appeared except for a single Pstrel, rrobably Wilson's.
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2€ May Stood up the lississippi to New Orleans and remsined there
until May 30. Around the docks there/numerous Hichthawks, locally called
losquito Hawks. /mere

31 May 1830 Underway for Vera Cruz, Mexico. The irip down the river

is fascinating from an ornithologicsl point of view, but a submarine is not an
excursion steamer. I was able to spot what I think was a VWater Turkey, e new
species Tor me. Identified Yellow-crowned lNight Herons, Louisiana feron, plus
species seon on trip up.

1 June At sea in the middle of the Bulf of Mexico. No birds to be scen.
2 June 0845 liade landfell on ilexican coast. Saw Man-of-War Bird, the

first bird in nearly 1000 uiles. The Gulf scemed sparsely populated with
birds compared to other bodies of water I have scen.

3-4 June At Vera Cruz. Birds scerce; I saw Black Vultures, Boat-tail
Grackles, Least Terns, and lian-of-War Birds.

5 June 1905 Underway for Norfolk, Virginia. iany flying fish, but
only one bird, a Man-of-Var Bird.

6 June At sea, about Lat. 281 N, Long. 92 VW, 250 miles NNE of Vera
Cruz. Saw 1 Baughing Gull and a flock of 9 Terns, probably Sooties. At 1500
submerged for a 24 hour sncrkel run, to surface at this time tomorroiw.

7 June Submerged. Through the periscope saw a small flock of Terns,

possibly the same Sooties. They had an annoying way of staying just too far
from the periscope for positive identification.

8 June At sea, approzimately in Lat. 24 N, Long. 86 W. Seaw one
immature Laughing CGull, one Shearwater, probsbly Sooty.

9 June Zntered floride Straits this morning. Birds much more conmon
than in the Gulf, one or two in sight all daye. During the 1000-1200 watch

saw 11 Sooty Terns, 3 Audubon's Shearweters, and 2 Wilson's FPetrels.

10 Jjune Leaving N end of Florida Straits., On the 1000-1200 watch sew
13 Socoty Terns, 1 Vilson's Petrel, and 2 Shearwaters, possibly one Audubont's
and one Cory's, although I am not familiar with the letter species.

11-13 June Enroute Cepe Hatteras. Numerous Wilson's Petrels in sight.
Saw one Greater Shearwater on ths 13th,

14 June 1950 At 080C anchored in Hampton Roads off Norfolk, Virginia, having
steauned 4300 sea miles on the surface or submerged since leaving Norfolk 22
days before. On this trip logged 21 speecies of birds, and over 400 individuals.

-- Leke Drive, Bay Ridge,
Annapolis, lleryland
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DISSECTION OF BARRED OWL PELLETS
By C.C. Steirly

Two owl pellets were found in a pine woods near Waverly, Virginia, on
February 12, 1950. Almost weekly for the past two years a pair of barred owls
have been seen or heard in this piece of woods which is adjacent to a bottom-
land hardwood area through which a smell cresk runs. It is reassonsble to con-
clude that the pellets came from these birds.

Upon dissection the pellets were found to contain the following -
remains:

Pellet Number one:

1. TFraguments of gray squirrel remsins with considerable pelage.
33 bone fragments, the largest of which was a segment of a fomur
2.1 inches in length. Only small fragments of the skull were
found only five teeth (motars) were present. Of the bone frag-
ments 12 were vertebrae.

2. Remains of one crawfish (Genus ngggruq] consisting of the large
claws and tiny fragrents of shell. The two laree clews were
intact. The larger of the two messured 1.3 x.6 inches.

Pellet Number two: This pellet wes found under the same tree at a distance of
about four feet from pellet Number one.

1. Fraguents of the skeleton of a small bird. Consisted of ten
pieces, including a foot. Judeing from the size end charseter
of this foot the victim mist have been a slaty juneo. No
feathers wore found.

2. [Iragwents of the skeleton of & short-tailed shrew (Blnrlﬂa brevi-
caudis) consisting of nine pieces ith a few bits of pclage. The
lower Jjaw was intact and its dentition was checked against a known

Blarina skull. Specimens of Blarins brevicoudis had been

previously collected in this wooas by the writer.

S« Remains of three crawfish (szme as above) consistines of three
pairs ol large claws =nd a mass of tiny shel

4, Five pieces of the shell of a snail were found but exact identi-
fication was impossible owing to the arall sizes of the fragments.

-= Waverly, Virginia
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WINTER SEASON - 1949-1950 - VIRGINIA
By F.R. Scott

The winter season was virtually a repetition of the preceding year,
and nwunerous high temperature records were broken in January. The un-
usually warm weather continued from November to mid February when cold and
windy westher descended upon the region for the rest of the season. At
Washington the average daily temperature was 14.6 degrees sbove normel for
January, This caused meny birds to begin migrating prematurely, such as
Pied-billed Grebes end FHinged-billed Gulls at Richmonéd and ”oodcocﬁ Robins
and Fox Sparrows at Washington. The weather also induced many spcci 38 to
linger longer in the fall or to winter more comronly than usuel, but with
the exception of the shorebirds this was not as pronounced as during the
previous winter.

Pelagic Birds. Loons appcarcd scarce inland, cven in Tidewster,
One Common Loon near Richmond on December 27 is the latest date there for the
fall migration. A count of 170 Horned Grebes in York County on January 21 is
the highest number yet recorded there. Pied-billed Grehes wintered in
Lynchburg and quite commionly in Tidewater. A good count of 263 Gannets was
obtained on the V.S5.0. field trip in Princess Anne County on December 3.

Herons., Great Blue Herons were reported scarce at Lexington with
one on December 25, and only an cccasional one was seen in York County.
Nevertheless, an smazing concentration of 60 was seen near Hopewell on
January 20 f eding in the shallows ol the James (Scott) One immnature
Little Blue Heron and 53 Black-crowned Night Herons were seen at the Back

r Refuge on December 31,

Swans, Geese and Ducks. Interesting records of Whistling Swans
were 317 at Brooke, Starfora County, on December 21 (Christmas Bird Count)
and "a few" on the Newport News Reservoir in late Pebruary (Grey). & high
count oi 20,00C Snow Geese was made at Back Bay on December 3, and 2 Snow
Geese and 3 Blue Geese wintered again at Curles ileck near Luchmonu. The
extremely warm weather caused wintering waterfowl, especislly eround Hichmond
and Yorktown, to migrate eerly, and numerous species, either early spring or
late fall migrents, were noted throughout the winter. A good example of this
was a flock of 350 Pinteils vhich suddenly appesred at Hopewell on Jznmuary 20,
Royster Lyle found a pair of Wood Ducks wintering at Danvilie end Grey re-
ports that "good numbers" were killed along the James and Chickahominy Rivers
during the hunting sceson. A male Zuropean Teal was observzd at the Hational
Airport on Deceuber 3 (E.Ge. Davis) and on Docember 31 =ad Februery 22 (Barncs).
Two 01d Squaws werc notsd at Brookc on December 31 snd 2 to 4 werc prosent
at Lynchburg Ffebruary 15 to April 4 (Frcer). On January 29, 3600 Ruddy Ducks
were seen at Westmorsland State Park.

Birds of Prey. Favour reperted seeing a Goshawk in Shenandoah
National Park on Jamuary 1. An 2lbino Red-tailed Hawk was noted near Charlot-
tesville on December 30. It was completely vhite except for a reddish tail.
Another or possibly the sane bird wes reported from Pass [ ountain in Shenan-
dosh Nationel Park. One Rough-lecged Havk was reported at Arlincton on
December 31, and another was seen at Richmond, December 19 (Scott), a first
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records A third was observed at Fishers Gap, Shenandoah National Park, on
December 4 (Wetmors). S.l. Russell found 2 Golden fsgles on Beartown Mountain,
Russell County, on February 12. 4 nest and 4 eggs of the Barn Owl was dis-
covered on Ragged Island, Back Bay, on January 24 (Perkins). A remarkable
flight of Snowy Owls gave Virginia § winter records, although there were

many more just across the border in Maryland and Washington. The Virginia
records, @ll single birds, were Bridgewater, December 4 (Carpenter); Richmond,
December 7-9 (Scott); one caught alive, Loudon County, January 2 (John H.
McCabe); Westmoreland County, early JJnuary (Frenk English, reported by a
Richmond newspaver); one traepped in Arlington (no date given - see Atlantic
Naturalist 5: 185). Several Short-cared Owls were secn near Lexington during
the Wlnter, and Favour caught a Saw-whet Owl on the Skyline Drive in mid
December.

Shorebirds. Grey found an Oystercatcher at Lynnhaven , Princess
Enne County, v, on the remarkabls date of December 3. In Tidewater the shore-
bird migration lingered quite late, and a Least Sandpiper was seen at Curles
Neck on December 5 and 2 Western Sandpipers at Seaford on December 2. Red-

backed Sandpipers were present ggain in winter on the Western Shore at Seaford.

Gulls to Cuckoos. Ring-billed Gulls migrated early at Richmond,
and large flocks were seen passing up the James in mid.January. Late Royal
Terns were seen at Seaford, Decerber 2, and Virginia Beach, December 3. Two
Dovekies were caught in muc&ﬁruk nsts OLf Chincotcague on December 9 (T.H.
Cunninghem). Although out ol the period covered by this report an interest-
ing late record wes ade of the Black-billed Cuckoo at Waverly, Suzsex
County, October 12, which had been dropped by a Red-shouldered Hawk (Steirly).

Passcrine Birds. he abnormsl number of Phoebes in eastern Virginia
was undoubtedly a roflection of the meather. Twe Ravens in Chesterfiocld
County near ﬂ;chmona, December 24, were quite unusual (Scott). Grey znd
Stevens had 4 Blue Jays at Back Bay on December 31 where the bird has been
rare at any time of year. #intering House ¥rens werse noted at Back Bay,
December 31 (Stevens); York County, Jenuary 21 (Grey); and Petersburg,
December 24 (McIlwaine). Stevens found a Short-billed Marsh Wren at Hatton,
Albemarle County, on December 26. After a light snow Grey recorded 50 Hermit
Thrushes along the Colonial Parkway near Yorktown, February 27. There were
winter reports of Brown Thrashers from Lynchburg and Danville, and both they
and Catbirds were present in central Tidewater, but less commonly than in the
preceding winter. One Cape llay warbler was obsuvvud closely at Back Bay on
December 3 (Stevens, Lawless, Scott) Myrtle Warblers begsn migrating early
and were qu1tu abundant by mid February at Charlottesville, Richmond and
Hashington. Several Pine Warblers wintered at Danville (Lyle), but they
were much less comrmon at Richmond then last year. There was & large flight
of Evening Grosbesks into Maryland and Vest Virginis which did not hit
Virginia until Merch. A small flock of White-crowned Sparrows remained
around the ranger station at Front Royal during January (Myers).

-= Ann Arbor, lMichigan
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NOTES AND NEWS

Christmas Count. The dafes for the annual Audubon Christmas Bird
Count this year are Saturday, Decexber 23, to Mongay, Jesnuary 1. It is
hoved@ thet the number of counts in Virginia will & greatly increased this
year, and that participants will send their reports ®oth to The Raven and to
Andubon Field Notes (Patuxent Reseaorch Refuge, Leurel, Mapyland).

International Ornithological Congress. The Tenth International
Ornithological Congress was held in June in Upsala, Sweden. The retiring
President wes Dr. Alexander Wetmore, who has always found time, with 211 his
heavy responsibilities, to teke zn active interest in the V.S8.0. and to
attend nearly ell of its annual meetings. Dr. Wotmore has been President
since 1938; and will be succeeded by Dr. A. Landsborouch Thompson of England,

ihu List of Birds of the Shenondoah National Park (Third Revision),
by Alexande: Zotmorc. Dr. sotmorc's 1atest Tovision of his list of birds of
the Shenrndcah National Park will bc of greet intercst to all Vireginia bird
students. This list of 188 speccies and subspecies known to have oceurred in
the Perk brings up to dszte the work done by Dr. Yetmorvc in this region for
many years. He adds in this list two now forms for Virginias Boreal Tellow-
shafted Flicker (Colaptes nurasius borealis) 4 ,collected on October 16, 1949,
on the lorth Fork of Thornten ftun; and bewfoﬁndlﬁnd Oven-bird (Seiurus auro-
capillus furvior), of wuich . took two specimens, one on Robertson Mountain,
September 25, 1945, and one at the head of Brokenback Run, September 30, 1945,
He also gives &an additional record for the Western Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza
georziana ericrypta), a specimen taken on North Thornton River, October 16,
1949, This paper is Bulletin No. 1 on the Shenandoah Natiral Hlstory Assoei~
ation, Shenandoah National Ferk, Luray, Virginis, znd no doubt can be
secured there.

New Vernacular lames. Audubon Field lotes, in its Season Reports,
ate.; 1z trV1ng to adopt standard vernscular names. A changs in some familiar
names is involved. Those most likely to occur in The kaeven are as follows:

Red-nscked Grebe (for Holboell's); Amnericen Widgcon (Baldpate); Common
Zider (American Zider); Peregrinc Falcon (Duck Hawk); Ringed Flover (Semi-
palmated Flover); Upland Sandpiper (Upland Plover); Red Knot (American Knot);
Common Nighthawk (Zestern Nighthavk); Yellow-shafted Flicker (Flicker);
Traill's Flycatcher (ilder Flycatehor); Common Reven (American Raven);
Solitery Vireo (Blue-headed Vireo); Common Yellow-throat (Marvlend Yollow-
throat); *Pileoclated Warbler (Wilson's YurblOH); Brown-headed Cowbird
(Cowbird); imericen Goldfinch (Goldfinch); MPinéwwooﬂs Sparrow (Bachman's
Sparrow); American Trea Sparrow (Treec Sparrow‘.

Pomarine Jaeger. John Bull writes Fred Scott thet he saw a

Pomarine Jaeger llm across the bow of the Little Creek - Cape Cherles Ferry
near the Cape Charles side on April 4, 1948,

Cliff Swellovw. IHarry Jopson reports Cliff b"&ll@“ nests at the
Tohn Glick farm, Centerville, fucusta County, Virginia, 1 August 5, 1950,
and at the Charles Glick fﬁ¢m, Sangerville, IUF‘otﬂ Coun*a, on July 27
(occupied); also Cliff Swallovs over lossy Creek mavsh in the same county

on June 30, 1950.
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