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A NOTE ON THE RED-COCIGDED WOODPECKER
By C. C. Steirly

Occasbnnally whi1e working in the pure pine forests along the North

Carolina boundary I observe the red-cockaded woodpecker (Dendrocopas b.r-
ealis) and its nest holes. This is, as far as I know, the only bird mak-
ing its nest cavity in the living pine tree. These nest trees are rather
curious as heavy exudations of resin have been caused to flow down the

tree from the vicinity of the cavity and from deliberatay pecked holes

above and laterally from the cavity. Often the streaks of pitch extend
for four or five feet down the tree. In Virginia I have observed them

only in the pure pine forests of lowerSouthampton County and on one

- - - --- - - -------
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occasion in extreme southeastern SUssex County. Gener~lly these have

been found within the area represonting the extreme northern limit of

the longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) although all of the c~vities thAt
I have observed have been in loblolly pine (Pinus taeda).

On a tim.er tract of 250 acres which I recently examined intensively

while marking timber for selective cutting, I found only three trees being
used as nest sites by this species. One tree had two nest holes in it;

approximately six feet apart with the holes on opposite sides of the tree

from each other. In working through this trect of pine timber I examined

almost every tree on the entire tract (over 4500 trees), yet found only
the three nest trees which were widely separated from each other.

Incidentally I did not mark any of these nest trees for cutting,

but left them as seed trees - primarily to give these unique woodpeckers
a break.
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THE 1948 CHRISTMAS CENSUS REPORTS

Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, ~. (Refuge aren including Long
Island, oceon beach from Refuge north to Sand Bridge, and woods and farm-

land around Sigma, Pungo, and Pleasant Ridge; open farmland 8%, pine

woodland 12%, deciduous woodland 10%, ocean beach 20%, marshes and in-

land boy 50%). - JAn. 2; 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Clear; temp. 380-470F.; wind

W, 8-18 m.p.h.; ground bare; water open. Eight observers in 2 and 3

parties in early a.m., 12 observers together for rest of d8Y. Totel

hours, 15 (12 ~n foot, 1 in motorboet, 2 in truck nlong beach nnd marsh

road); total miles, 23 (6 on foot, 4 in boat, 13 in truck). Common loon,

21; red-throated loon, 34 (200 est. loons, seen migrating off shore at
dawn were probably of this species); horned grebe,30; pied-billed grebe,

10; gannet, 3; great blue heron, 2; black-crowned night heron, 13; American

bittern, 2; whistling swen, 1000 (est.); Canada goose, 3780 (3500 est.,
280-1 Hutchins's goose, herdly half the size of the other Canada geese,

was seen and compared with the other geese both at rest end in flight by

R.J.B. and L.L.W.); snow goose, 3000 (est.); blue goose, 1; mallard, 50

(est.); black duck, 500 (est.); baldpate, 800 (est.); pintail, 100 (est.);

green-winged teal, 6; redhead, 500 (est.); ring-necked duck, 603; c~nV8S-

back, 1500 (est.); scaup duck (sp.), 206 (200 est., 6); Americp.n golden-

eye, 7; bufflehead, 12; old squaw, 10; white-winged scoter, 2; su~f sco-
ter, 6; American scoter, 12; ruddy duck, 28; hooded merganser, 8; Amer-

ican merganser, 37; red-breasted merganser, 22; turkey vulture, 9; black

vulture,37; red-tailed hawk, 1; red-shouldered hawk, 1; rough-legged

hawk, 2; bald eagle, 14; marsh hawk, 14; peregrine falcon, 2; sp~rrow

hawk, 7; American aoot, 3000 (est.); killdeer, 2; woodcock, 1; lesser
yellow-legs, 1 (L.L.W.); least sandpiper, 25; western sandpiper, 3; sand-

erling, 38; grevt black-backed gull, 2; herring gull, 115 (100 est., 15);
ring-billed gull, 294 (250 est., 44); laughing gull, 3; BonapArte's gull

8; mourning dove, 2; barn owl, 1; belted kingfisher, 2; flicker, 25;

pileated woodpecker, 3; red-bellied woodpecker, 3; downy woodpecker, 7;

----
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horned lark (northern), 60 (est.); raven, 1 (characteristics of flight
and size noted by L.L.W.-this species has been recorded before on the
Virginia coast); American crow, 37; fish crow, 7; Carolina chickadee,9;
tufted titmouse, 6; white-breasted nutha~ch, 2; brown-headed nuthatch,
13; house wren. 3 (seen by two parties - F.R.S., C.E.S., L.L.W.); winter
wren, 3; Carolina wren, 25; short-billed marsh wren, 13; mockingbird, 5;
catbird, 10; brown thrasher, 2; robin, 161; hermit thrush, 5; bluebird,
19; ruby-crowned kinglet, 10; American pipit, 56; cedar waxwing, 4; star-
ling, 0; myrtle warbler, 234; pine warbler, 4; yellow-throat, 2; English
sparrow, 13; meadowlark, 41; red-wing, 1011 (500 est., 511); rusty black-
bird, 1; purple grackle, 1; cowbird, 6; cardinal, 28; purple finch, 17;
pine siskin, 0; American goldfinch, 536; eastern towhee, 8; savannah
sparrow, 12; slate-colored junco, 10; tree sparrow, 1 (K.L., C.E.S.,
L.L.W., et al.); chipping sparrow, 2; field sparrow, 10; white-throated
sparrow, 127; fox sparrow, 4; swamp sparrow, 119; song sparrow, 109;
Lapland longspur, 1 (L.L.W.). Total, 105 species (1 additional subspecies);
about 18,884 individuals. (Seen in area Dec. 29 - double-crested cormor-
ant, 1; black-bellied plover, 2; Wilson's snipe, 4; hairy woodpecker, 3;
palm warbler (western), 1; sharp-tailed sparrow, 9.) A bad cold spell
several days before this count froze up a large part of upper Back Bay
and caused most of the wa~erfowl to move south to CUrrituck Sound. - R.J.
Beasley, Herold Coolidge, N. J. Coolidge, T. R. Coolidge, Kenneth Lawless,
Mr. and Mrs. Jack E. Perkins, Mr. and ~~s. A. C. Reed, F. R. Scott, C. E.
Stevens, Jr., Lestor L. Walsh (members and guests, Virginia Societyof
Ornithology).

Yorktown, Va. (Newport News Reservoir, Harwood's Mill Reservoir,

Colonial Battlefield Park including Wormley Lake and waterfrontof York-
town, York River shore from Yorktown northeast to Felgaters Creek, lower

part of Back Creek, and woods and marshes along Colonial National Monu-
ment Parkway and on the York-poquoson Rivers peninsula; open farmland

15%, pine woodland 20%, deciduous woodland 13%, Bushy fields 7%, marshes

and open water 45%). - Dec. 27, 0:15 a.m. to 6 p.m. Clear; temp. 140_

380F.; wind NW, 2-10 m.p.h.; ground covered with scattered snow up to 1

inch deep; marshes frozen, lakes 35% fro~en. Two observers together most

of day. Total hours, 12 (on foot}; total miles, 60 (52 by car, 8 on foot).
Common loon, 1; horned grebe, 98; pied-billed grebe, 14; great blue her-

on, 13; Canada goose, 183; mallard, 1; black duck, 5; gadwall, 84; bald-

pate, 123; pintail, 22; green-winged teal, 2; redhead, 141; ring-necked

duck, 455; canvas-back, 105; scaup duck (sp.), 347; Americ~n golden-eye,

270; bufflehead, 214; ruddy duck, 1632; hooded merganser, 87; American

merganser, 115; red-breasted merganser, 6; turkey vulture, 25; black vul-

ture, 6; red-tailed hawk, 1; red-shouldered hawk, 1; bald eagle, 7; clap-
per rail, Ii killdeer, 19; Wilson's snipe, 3; herring gull, 56; ring-

billed gull, 160; mourning dove, 2; belted kingfisher, 4; flicker, 6;
red-bellied woodpecker, 8; yellow-bellied sapsucker, 1; downy woodpeck-

er, 15; Americpn crow, 82; fish crow, 1; Carolina chickadee, 35; tufted

titmouse, 25; white-breasted nuthatch, 4; brown-headed nuthatch, 3;
brown creeper, 5; Carolina wren, 24; short-billed marsh wren, 3; mocking-

bird, 7; catbird, 1; brown thrasher, 3; robin, 23; hermit thrush, 6;

bluebird, 12; golden-crowned kinglet, 48; ruby-crowned kinglet,l!, Amer-

--
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ican pipit, 21; starling, 54; myrtle warbler, 441; pine warbler, 7;

English sparrow, 23; meadowlark, 105; red-wing, 15; cowbird, 1; oardin-
al, 30; purple tinch, 2; Amerioan goldfinch, 43; eastern towhee, 41;
savannah sparrow, 10; sharp-tailed sparrow, 3; slate-colored junco, 192;
field sparrow, 29; white-throated sparrow, 179; fox sparrow, 27; swamp
sparrow, 18; song sparrow, 69. Total, 74 species; about 5843 individu-
als. - F. R. Scott, C. E. Stevens, Jr.

Richmond, Va. (North and west parts of Riohmond east to Curles Neck
Farm in HenricolOo., including pine ?oods and farmland in the vioinity
of Fort Harrison andVarina; open farmland 30%, pine woodlpnd 12%, de-
ciduous woodland 10%, residential districts 8%, maple-gum swamp 20%,
marshes and river shore 20%). - Dec. 26; 6:45 a.m.-6 p.m. Clear; temp.
l50-3loF.; wind N, 5-12 m.p.h.; ground covered with up to 1 inch of
snow; marshes frozen, lakes ~nd backwaters 30% frozen. Two observers
together most of day. Total hours, 11 (on foot); total miles, 42 (35
by car, 7 on foot). Pied-billed grebe, 9; great blue heron, 1; Canada
goose, 3000 (est.); snow goose, 1; mallard, 308 (250 est., 58); black
duck, 369 (350 est., 19); baldpate, 25; pintail, 202 (200 est., 2);
wood duck, 3; ring-necked duck, 77; lesser scaup duck, 18; rUddy duck,
5; hooded mergvnser, 8; Americen merganser, 121; red-breasten merganser,
4; turkey vulture, 38; black vulture, 24; Cooper's hawk, 1; red-tailed
hawk, 4; red-shouldered hawk, 1; b~ld eagle, 4; marsh hawk, 1; sparrow
hawk, 1; turkey, 1 (fresh tracks); American doot, 90; killdeer, 3;
Wilson's snipe, 33; herring gull, 6; ring-billed gull, 68; mourning
dove, 14; belted kingfisher, 1; flicker, 25; pileated woodpecker, 6;
red-bellied woodpecker, 15; yellow-bellied sapsucker, 3; hairy wood-
pecker, 4; downy woodpecker, 10; phoebe, 1; horned lark, 255 (prairie,
250 est.; northern, 5); blue jay, 7; American crow, 149; Carolina chicka-
dee, 40; tufted titmouse, 22; white-breasted nuthatch, 12; brown creep-
er, 13; winter wren, 1; Carolina wren, 16; mockingbird, 19; hermit
thrush, 7; bluebird, 58; golden-crowned kinglet, 46; ruby-crowned king-
let, 9; cedar waxwing, 14; starling, 361 (300 est., 6l); myrtle warbler,
Ill; pine warbler, 5; English sparrow, 28; meadowlark, 69; red-wing,80;
cowbird, 4; cardinal, 97; purple finch, 6; American goldfinch, 60; tow-
hee, 14; savannah sparrow, 1; slate-colored junco, 236; field sparrow,
48; white-throated sparrow, 266; fox sparrow, 1; swamp sparrow, 7; song
sparrow, 29. Total, 71 species (1 addition~l subspecies); about 6607
individuals. - F. R. Scott, C. E. Stevens, Jr.

Charlottesville, ~. (City reservoir, Albemarle Lake, Henley's Lake,
Thraves Pond, Bellair Pond, Whitehall, Barracks Road area, 6 miles along
Rivanna and South Fork Rivanna River from Burnt Mills to IIotops Cliff,
plus 2 feeding stations in town reported; fermland 35%, lakes and ponds
25%; riverbottom 20%, deciduous woods 10%, pine woods 5%, city 5%). _
Dec. 30; 6:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Rain accompanied by 5-25 m.p.h. SW winds
during most of day; rain ceased and wind increased to 20-30 m.p.h. in
late afternoon; lowlands partially flooded; temp. 330 to 44°. Four oh-
servers in 4 parties, plus2 others at feeding stations. Total hours,
36; total miles, 166 (146 by car, 20 afoot). Pied-billed grebe, 1;

- --
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great blue heron, 1; mallard, 49; scaup duok (sP.), 1; bUffle-head, 1;

hooded merganser, 1; American merganser, 1; turkey vulture, 20; black

vulture, 20; Cooper's hawk, 1; red-tailed hawk, 2; red-shouldered hawk,
1; sparrow hawk, 3; bob-white, 15 (2 coveys); killdeer, 1; Wilson's

snipe, 2; mourning dove, 103; barred owl, 1; belted kingfisher, 4;
flicker, 7; pileated woodpecker, 5; red-bellied woodpecker, 9; red-
headed woodpecker, 4; hairy woodpecker, 2; downy woodpecker, 14; horned

lark (prairie), 24; blue jay, 57; raven, 1 (croaking and being harassed
by several crows - F.R.S.); American crow, 606; fish crow, 1; Carolina

chickadee, 88; tufted titmouse, 31; white-breasted nuthatch, 9; red-

breasted nuthatch, 1; brown creeper, 3; winter wren, 2; Carolina wren, 16;
mockingbirg, 11; robin, 7; hermit thrush, 6; bluebird, 68; golden-erowned

kinglet, 104; ruby-crowned kinglet, 15; cedar waxwing, 8; loggerhead

shrike, 2; starling, 174; myrtle warbler, 6; English sparrow, 30; meadow-

lark, 1; red-wing, 1; cowbird, 217; cardinal, 162; purple finch, 40;
American goldfinch, 184; slate-colored junco, 448; tree sparrow, 86;

chipping sparrow, 2; field sparrow, 101; white-throated sparrow, 149;

fox sparrow, 4; swamp sparrow, 4; song sparrow, 102. Total, 62 species;
approximately 3035 individuals. The raven is a resident in the Blue

Ridge about 18 miles west of Charlottesville, but this is our first rec-

ord of a bi~d aW3Y from the mountains. - John H. Grey, Jr., Kenneth Law-

less, Mrs. Ef~rip.o::1.Michie, Fred R. Scott, Charles E. Stevens, Jr., Mrs.
Harrison White~~~~

Warren (Alb~marle County}, Va. (James River from Hatton to Goosby
Island and area about Warren and Rock Castle Creek; riverbottom and

flooded lowlands 40%, farmland 30%, deciduous woods 15%, pine woods 15%).

Dec. 31; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Cloudy; temp. 320 to 410; wind W, 10-25
m.p.h. Total hours, 10; total miles, 20 (4 by car, 16 afoot). Black
duck, 7; American merganser, 1; turkey vulture, 15; black vulture, 29;
sharp-shinned hawk, 1; Cooper's hawk, 1; red-t~iled hawk, 4; spArrow

hawk, 3; bob-white, 17 (2 coveys and a lone bird); killdeer, 14; mourn-
ing dove, 129; flicker, 6; pileated woodpecker, 3; red-bellied wood-

pecker, 5; downy woodpecker, 9; horned lark (prairie), 19; blue jay,58;
American crow, 408; Carolina chickadee, 54; tufted titmouse, 4; whlte-

breasted nuthatch, 1; red-breasted nuthatch, 3; winter wren, 5; Carolina

wren, 7; mockingbird, 8; robin, 43; bluebird, 57; golden-crowned kinglet,
33; ruby-crowned kinglet, 6; cedar waxwing, 5; loggerhead shrike, 5;

starling, 881 (partly est.); myrtle warbler, 6; English sparrow, 14;
meadowlark, 49; cowbird, 39; cardinal, 56; purple finch, 24; American

goldfinch, 32; towhee, 2; slate-colored junco, 131; tree sparrow, 31;

field sparrow, 33; white-throated sparrow, 54; song sparrow, 31. Total,
45 species; about 2343 individuals. - Charles E. Stevens, Jr.

Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar, Va. (CUt-over pine and deciduous

woods 30%, brushy creek bottoms 20%, lake edges 15%, pasture 10%, mature

deciduous woods 10%, newly plowed fields 10%, about yards and buildings
5%). Jan. 2; temp. 280 in morning to 410 in afternoon; wind velocity
from 10 m.p.h. to 11 m.p.h. all day; cloudy from 7:30 a.m. all day;

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 M. and 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.; total miles, 7, on foot;

- ..."'""'"---
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four observers together for whole time. Red-bellied woodpecker, 0; red-

headed woodpecker, 4; downy woodpecker, 3; hairy woodpecker, 1; flicker,
2; pileated woodpecker, 3; yellow-bellied sapsucker, 1; white-breasted

nuthatch, 1; Carolina chickadee, 0; myrtle warbler, 15; cerdinal, 15;

mockingbird, 4; white-throated sparrow, 15; field sparrow, 3; tree spar-

row, 2; song sparrow, 15; Carolina wren, 5; winter wren, 1; starling,

150 (est.); crow, 25; purple grackle, 32; cowbird, 5; kingfisher, 1;

great blue heron, 1; blue jay, 3; tufted titmouse, 0; bluebird, 0;
sl~te-colored junco, 100 (est.); goldfinch, 10; mourning dove, 60 (Partly
est.); turkey vulture, 5; black vulture, 1; shrike, 1; red-shouldered

hawk, 1; sparrow hawk, 1; ruby-crowned kinglet, 1; golden-crowned king-
let, 1; English sparrow, 10. Total species, 39, about 530 individuals.

Dr. Samuel Guss, Gertrude Prior, George Giles, Robert Giles.

Lynchburg, Va. (Timber Lake area, College Lake area, Airport, Graves'

Mill and Tomahawk:Swamp area, Rivermont Park; fields 28%; open woods 63%;
lakes and marshes 9%). - Dec. 27; 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Clear most of

day, same cirrus around noon; temp. 100 to 400 to 390; wind SSW to WSW,
0-15 m.p.h.; ground covered with 1 inch of snow; lakes mostly frozen

over, streams open. Five observers, 2 parties in a.m., 1 party in p.m.
Total hours, 32 (28 on foot, 4 in car); total miles, 132 (30 on foot,
102 in cor). Pied-billed grebe, 1; turkey vulture, 9; black vulture,13;

Cooper's hawk, 2; sparrow hawk, 1; mourning dove, 12; screech owl, 1;

flicker, 6; red-bellied woodpecker, 3; red-headed woodpecker, 5; yellow-
bellied sepsucker, 3; hairy woodpecker, 1; downy woodpecker, 9; pnairie

horned lark, 9; blue jay, 33; Americen crow, 52; chickadee, 24; titmouse,
9; white-breasted nuthatch, 8; red-breasted nuthatch, 1; brown creeper,5;
winter wren, 2; Carolina wren, 11; mockingbird, 9; robin, 21; hermit

thrush, 2; bluebird, 30; golden-crowned kinglet, 55; ruby-crowned king-

let, 27; starling, 17; myrtle wprbler, 6; pine warbler, 3; meadowlark,5;
rusty blackbird, l?; cardinal, 39; purple finch, 33; pine siskin, 12;

goldfinch, 55; towhee, 0; savannah sparrow, 1; junco, 188; tree sparrow,

136; chipping sparrow, 1; field sparrow, 23; white-throated sparrow,3?;
fox sparrow, 10; swamp sparrow, 1; song sp8rrow, 15; total species, 48,
969 individuals. - Jane Freer, Ruskin S. Freer, Kenneth Lawless (a.m.
only), Dr. Herbert Nagin (p.m. only), M. B. Tillotson.

Naruna, Va. Dec. 27; clear, southwesterly win~, 1 inch snow on

ground, almos~gone by afternoon; temp. at early morning 120, up to 200
at 9:00 a.m. Birds seen around my home and fields and garden back of

home. 3 mile walk in afternoon. Time 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Turkey

vulture, 6; black vulture, 4; red-shouldered hawk, 1; mourning dove,12;

yellow-bellied sapsucker, 1; downy woodpecker, 1; phoebe, 1; blue jaY,2;
crow, 12; chickadee, 1; tufted titmouse, 2; white-breasted nuthatch, 2;

Carolina wren, 1; mockingbir'd, 4; bluebird, 1; cardinal, 3; goldfinch,
15; junco, 10; field sparrow, 25; white-throated sparrow, 10; song spar-
row, 10; English sparrow, 15. Total species 22, 139 individuals. 12

pipits were seen on Nov.8. First fall record for this species at Nar-
una. 25 robins on Dec. 22. Bewick's wren Dec. 30. Meadowlarks absent
since middle of Dec. - Bertha Daniel.

- -- - -- - -- -
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Danville (Pittsylvania ~.) ~. (Circle around the town with a rad-
ius of about 7 miles; gold course 5%; Dan River Lakes 15%; river bottom
land 10%; road sides ond open fields 50%; deciduous woods 10%; pine
woods 10%). - Dec. ~9; 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Cloudy and mild with gent-
le winds and scattered showers all day; temp. 420 to 580; wind NWabout
5 to 10 m.p.h.; part of lake frozen, swamp and river open, Four observ-
ers together all day. Total hours, 3 on foot, 6i in car; total miles,
5 on foot, about 50 ~n car. Hooded merganser, 1; turkey vulture, 17;
black vulture, 7; marsh hawk, 1; sparrow hawk, 1; killdeer, 5; rock
dove, 10; mourning dove, 8; flicker, 5; red-bellied woodpecker, 4; red-
headed woodpecker, 2; ye~low-bellied sapsucker, 1; hairy woodpecker, 1;
downy woodpecker, 1; horned lark, 200(est.); blue jay, 8; crow, 21; Caro-
lina chickadee, 11; tufted titmouse, 10; red-breasted nuthatch, 1; brown-
headed nuthatch, 3; brovm creeper, 2; Carolina wren, 7; mockingbird, 8;
robin, 72; hermit thrush, 1; bluebird, 25; golden-crowned kinglet, 19;
cedar waxwing, 2; starling, 150 (est.); myrtle warbler, 8; pine warbler,
1; English sparrow, 29; meadowlark, 13; cardinal, 6; goldfinch, 62; tow-
hee, 2; junco, 200 (est.); field sparrow, 10; white-throated sparrow, 42;
song sparrow, 18. Total: 42 species, about 997 individuals. (Observed
Dec. 28: brown thrasher, 2(JW); Dec. 31: baldpate, l(RL). Johnny West-
brook, Steve Bendall, Jim Overbey, Royster Lyle.

Shenandoah National Park, Y!,. (Big Meadows, Fishers Gap, Hawksbill,
Skyland, Stony Man, Cedar Run Trail from Hawksbill Gap to ~bite Oak Can-
yon, Old Ragfire Road fromLimberlost to within a mile of Old Rag Post-
office; altitude 2300-4049 ft.; deciduous woods 70%, abandoned fields 20%,
hemlock groves 5%, birch scrub 3%, pine woods 2%). - Dec. 29; 7:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Intermittent fog and drizzle with SSW winds of 20-40 m.p.h.
on ridge; temp. 420 to 480; I-inch snow in sheltered places. Three ob-
servers in 2 parties. Total hours, 25; total miles, 74 (55 by car, 19
afoot). Red-tailed hawk, 3; duck hawk, 1; ruffed grouse, 5; pileated
woodpecker, 2; hairy woodpecker, 2; downy woodpecker, 7; raven, 1; Car-
olina chickadee, 29; tufted titmouse, 11; white-breasted nuthatch, 2;
red-breasted nuthatch, 1; winter wren, 1; Carolina wren, 1; hermit
thrush, 1; golden-crowned kinglet, 7; ruby-crowned kinglet, 1; starling,
3; cardinal, 4; pine siskin, 1; American goldfinch, 25; slate-colored
junco, 61 (both Carolina and typical slate-colored seen); tree sparrow,
8; white-throated sparrow, 2; song sparrow, 2. Total, 24 species (1 addi-
tional subspecies); 176 individuals. - Kenneth Lawless, Fred R. Scott,
Charles E. Stevens, Jr.

Harrisonburg, ~. (waterman Wood to Tide Spring, a total distance
of 12 miles including oak-hickory-cedar-pine woodlot 60%, oak-hickory wood-
lot 10%, small village bordering school campus 10%, cedar-pine wpsteland
10%, pasture field and fence rows 10%). Small pond in oak-hickory woodlot
covered with inch coating of ice. Ground frozen and covered with a light
three-day old snow. - Dec. 27; 8;00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. At beginning sky
was 1/5 overcast, cirrostratus clouds; temp. lsPF., wind SE 5 m.p.h.
Noon sky 9/10 overcast, temp. 37oF., wind SE 10 m.p.h. At close sky 1/5
overcast, temp. 3?OF., calm. Three observers working together within
calling distance. Tbt~l hours, ? on foot; totel miles, 8 on foot.

-- - ----
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Turkey vulture, 28; red-tailed hawk, 2; sperrow hawk, 3; flicker, 3;

pileated woodpecker, 2; red-bellied woodpecker, 1; downy woodpecker, 15;

crow, 92; Carolina chickadee, 22; tufted titmouse, 26; white-breasted
nuthatch, 2-; mockingbird, 12; robin, 2; bluebird, 41; starling, 181; .-

myrtle wp.rbler, 1; English sparrow, 144; cArdinal, 43; purple finch, 25;

goldfinch, 6; slvte-colored junco, 86; tree sparrow, 45; white-thropted

sparrow, 1; song spnrrow, 2. Totpl species, 24, 803 individuals.- Dvn-

iel B. SUter, Rich8rd Wenver, D. Ralph Hostetter.

Lexington, ~. (Lexington cemetery, city reservoir, Brushy Hills,
Big Spring Pond, cedar woods at Lime Kiln Bridge and East Lexington,

oak woods and open fields). - Dec. 27; 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Clear;
temp. 70 to 40°, no wind. Observers together. Total hours, 9; total

miles, about 30. Grept blue heron, 3; mallard dauk, 13; black duck,15;

turkey vu~ture, 19; red-tailed hawk, 1; marsh hawk, 1; sparrow hawk, 2;

Wilson's snipe, 1; belted kingfisher, 3; flicker, 2; pileated woodpeck-
er, 3; red-bellied woodpecker, 3; red-headed woodpecker, 1; downy wood-

pecker, 4; hairy woodpecker, 1; horned lark, 6; blue jay, 15; crow,132;
Carolina chickadee, 32; tufted titmouse, 16; white-breasted nuthatch,6;

brown creeper, 2; winter wren, 2; Carolina wren, 10; mockingbird, 9;

robin, 3; hermit thrush, 1; bluebird, 15; golden-crowned kinglet, 6;
migrant shrike, 3; starling, 45; myrtle warbler, 14; English sparrow,66;

meadowlark, 11; cardinal, 44; goldfinch, 7; purple finch, 13; junco ,100;
field sparrow, 4; tree sparrow, 52; white-throated sparrow, 122; song

sparrow, l~; Total: 43 species, 743 individuals. - Col. R. P. Carroll,
Robert Paxton, Alice Carroll, W. L. Richards, F. M. Yellott, Robert
Moses, Joe Magee (morning only).

Roanoke, Va. (Murray's Pond and Bennett's Springs). - Dec. 27;
9:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Glear; temp. 150 at start, 300 at finish. On
foot and in car 24 miles. Black duck, 5; lesser scaup, 3; turkey vul-
ture, 15; black vulture, 3; sparrow hawk, 1; flicker, 2; hairy wood-
pecker, 2; downy woodpecker, 4; horned lark, 8; blue jay, 9; crow, 22;
chickadee, 6; white-breasted nuthatch, 2; tufted titmouse, 2; Carolina
wren, 2; mockingbird, 5; bluebird, 1; goldon-crowned kinglet, 3; mesd-
owlark, 2; cardinal, 10; purple finch, 3; junco, 8; white-crowned spar-
row, 2; white-throated sparrow, 6; song sparrow, 12; total species 26;
individuals 148, Included are species observed by Mrs. N. R. Lehmann
at her feeding stations on the 27th. - Frank Robertson, A. O. English.

Blacksburg (Montgomery .22..),Va. (VPI campus and farm, Strouble' s

Creek to New River, Brush Mt. and Tom's Creek to New River, along New
River from mouth of Strouble's Creek to Goodwin's Ferry; same course

as last year; woods 45%, farmland 35%, river-bottom 20%). - Dec. 27;

6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Clear; temp. _30 to 300; wind SW, 8-12 m.p.h.
on mountain tops early a.m.; calm in valleys; ground covered with 1-3

inches snow; all marshes except about springs frozen. Six observers in

4 parties. Total hours, 38 {36 on foot, 2 in car used by one party in

shifting from place to place and in picking up two other parties at

---- ---
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end of day); total milee 85 (55 on foot, 30 by car). Common loon, 1;

pied-billed grebe, 2; mallard, 218; block duck, 211; gadwall, 4; pintail

1; green-winged teal, 21; blue-winged teal, 1; baldpate, 29; wood duck,

2; ring-necked duck, 2; American golden-eye, 12; buffle-head, 2; hooded

merganser, 17; duck (unidentified, probably American golden-eye), 75;

turkey vulture, 13; black vultijre, 8; sharp-shinned hawk, 1; Cooper's

hawk, 1; red-tailed hawk, 3; red-shouldered hawk, 1; marsh hawk, 1;

sparrow hawk, 9; ruffed grouse, 2; bobwhite, 44 (6 coveys); coot, 1;

killdeer, 14; Wilson's snipe, 14; domestic pigeon (feral), 22; mourn-
ing dove, 36 (remains of another which had been killed by a red fox

during the previous night); screech owl, 3; great horned owl, 1; barred

owl, 2; belted kingfisher, 5; flicker, 7; pileated ~oodpecker, 3; red-

bellied woodpecker, 5; red-headed woodpecker, 3; yellow-bellied sap-

sucker, 1; hairy woodpecker, 4; downy woodpecker, 25; phoebe, 1;

horned lark, 95; blue jay, 24; American crow, 161.; Corolina chickadee,
160; tufted titmouse, 86; white-breasted nuthatch~ 21; red-breasted

nuthntch, 10; bro~ c:ree::?er~15; winter wren, 14; C'11'c~inawren, 25;

mockingbird, 14; herm:i.t thrush, 9; bluebird, 23: €,olc1.e'1-crownedking-

let, 9i; ruby-crowned kinglet, 2; loggerhead shrlke, 5; sterling, 224;

myrtle warbler, 2; English spArrow, 121; meadowlark, 60; red-wing, 2;

rusty blackbird, 10; cardinal, 156; purple finchr 24; American goldfinch,
152; towhee, 1; slate-c~lored junco, 729; tree sparrow, 282; field

sparrow, 60; white-crowned sparrow, 119; white-throated sparrow, 10; .

song sparrow, 167. Total, 73 species; about 3,706 individuals. (Seen

in area Dec. 25: green heron~ 1 - found dead on Dec. 27; Dec. 26: robin,

1.) - C. .0.Handley, Sr. and Jr., John M. Handley, Robert J. Watson,
J. W. Murray, W. R. DeGarmo.

,
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WATERFOWLRECORDSFOR TWOWINTERS AT DA!~ILLE
By Royster Lyle, Jr.

In reoent years
knovm just what ducks
accounts of waterfowl
not now available.

noone in Danville has kept records on ducks or
winter here. There was someone who kept accurate
on the Dan River years ago, but these records are

In starting the list of Pittsvlvania,County birds we had to star.t
from tne beg~nning on ducKs, becauB~ 01' th~B lack or accurate data. ~e
knew that such ducks as mallard and black duck were common winter visi-
tors, but that most of the rarer waterfowl are forced here by storms or
severe weather up north. Beginning about the middle of the 1947-1948
winter, daily observations have been made on the Dan River and a few
small ponds near Danville. Since we started, over a year ago, there
have been 20 species of waterfowl recorded here. (This includes loons,
grebes, gulls, etc.).

There follows ~~ account of waterfowl observed on the Dan River

during the last two winters, 1947-1948 and 1948-1949.

COl!ImonLoon. Seen on the River November 25, 1948. This is
p;robablynot the first time it has been seen here, but it is the first

official record.

Horned Grebe. Observed on the River March 12, 1948. This is
also a first Danville record.

Pied-billed Grebe. Quite common since November 28, 1947. One
late observation, 1fa.y 2, 1948.

Black-crowned Night Heron. One seen on October 18, 1948. First
record for Danville. Also observed on October 19, 22.

Canada Goose. One record on March 20, 1948. There is a prev-
ious record for March 9, 1945.

l~llard. First record, March 9, 1945; ten seen on January 29,
1948; five on January )0, 1949.

Baldpate. First r~cord December )1, 1948, at a small pond east
of Danville. The Baldpate was observed there for two weel~s.

Ruddy Duck. First record, 14ay 2, 1948 (very late); again Nov-
ember 27, 1948, and February 1, 1949.

Black Duck. Nine seen on the Christmas Census, December 22,
1947; four more February 10, 1948; and about twenty on October 4, 1948.
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Canvas - back. Very abundE,Ult last year although we have no rec-
ord this year. First record, January 18, 1947; twenty-six observed on
January 29, 1948; fifty on January )1, 1948; twenty-three on February
7, 1948; tVTenty on February 10, 1948.

Scaup. First reoord, Janua.ry )0, 1948; aga.in on February 7, 1948;
March 20, 1948; May 1, 1948 (very late); February 1, 1949; February ),
1949; February 5, 1949.

Old-sQuaw. One r~cord on February 1, 1949. This is the first
Danville record.

American GOldOn-e~. First datein 1948; only one recor this winter.

February 7, 1948; one on February10,
on April 10, 1948; two on February5,

January )0, 1948. Quite common
One on Ja.nuary )1, 1948; four on

1948; two on ~nrch 5, 1948; two
1949.

Rin~-necked Duck. First one positively identified on November 27,
1948; four more on November 29, 1948; three on January )0, 1949.

Wood Duck. Onc obscrvation: twelve on October 2, 1948. This duck
is probably a .resident.

AmericanMer~ansor. One Seen firs~ on January )0, 1948; observed
for over a month; last scen on I4arch 5, 1948.

Hooded Mer~anser. First record, Ja11uary)0, 1948; seenagainon
Februa~J 7 and 10, 1948. Another recorded on the Christmas Census, Dec-

ember 29, 1948.

Coot. T\'IO records, October 18 and 19, 1948. I-any have been ob-
served here before.

Ri~~-billed Gull. First sure identification, January )0, 1949.
Gulls have frequently been aeen here, but none identified.

Bonaparte's Gull. One immature reoorded, January )0, 1949. Firat
Danville record. The Bonaparte1s Gull and the Old-squaw were soon a
few days before a heavy snow. Both were observed at rather close range
and with binoculars.

Danville, Virginia

---000000 ---
BIRD CHECK IJST - BLUZ RIDGE PARKWAY-ROCKY KNOB DISTRICT

By William Lord

The Blue Ridge Parkway through Virginia and North Carolina is a

scenio drive extending nearly 500 miles along its names~ce mountains.

Administered by the National Park Service, it brings the Blue Ridge

region into convenient fOcus, revealing both tho natural beauty and

- -- -- - -- -



Page 18 THE RAVEN" 11arch-April,l949

historical IIculture II inherent in the la.!"ldscape. Thus, Mabry }.fill,
ett's Cabin, and the old hilltop hocre of the Trails', preserve the
for tae present, acrid tho natural beauty of their day.

Puck-
past

Roc~J Knob district defines tho p~rkway through southwest Virginia,
ranging, near the escarpment, Over the rolling Blue Ridge plateau. It
provides an excellent access to the study of Virginia's high-land bird
life. The variety of habitats induce ~ great number of individual spec-
ies. Wooded land varies from extensive tracts of near-virgin tinber to
cle~~-cut, st~p-laden meadows. Theso extremes arc much less prevalent
than the m0dest sizea woodlots, commonly occupying the higIlerl~nd, and
patterned in with extensive pastures and rowcrop fields.

TIlegene~al lack of ponds and rivers indicates a scarcity of a-
quatic speciesr. Ducks, herons, gulls, etc., are both occasional and ad-
ventitiouse However, the kingfisher, spotted sandpiper, and Louisiana
water-thrush are fairly common, and the pied-billed grebe tarries during
spring and fallo

The abounding majority are of those species preferring a woods and

field habitat. Warblers are conspicuously abundant. Eleven species

were observed as summer residents. Careful observation will surely re-
veal others, i. e., the Canadawarbler..

A note on the Be~ick's wren may be of interest. It is dominant
in numbers over both tIle hQuse and the Carolina wrens. All three are

commonly seen, sometimes in close, if not l1ar.monious, association.

It is hoped that many VSO members will avail thesselves of the

opportunity offered by the parl:way. In the Rocky K.~obdistrict, for
example, three recreational areas, ra.nging from 400 to 4,000 acres in
extent, are spaced along its route. In addition to picnic and camping

facilities, each area possesses many fine trails leading th~ough the
~dldwood.

Rocl~ Itnob district is readily accessible to the motorist. All
crossings and junctions with major highways arc posted with large road

signs. From Roanoke, route 221 leads to a junction with the parkway
motor road, 19 miles south of tho city. Intersections occur at route 8
betweon Christiansburg and Stewart; route 58between Hillsvillo and 14ar-
tinsville; and route 52 between W3~heville ~~d Mount Airy.

Bird hikers a.re cordially welcome. The r~lger personnel gladly

offer their services. Booklets more thoroughly explaining the Blue Ridge
Parkway may be obtained tl1rough Dr. vlirray, or by getting in contact with
a ranger during a visit to the park\'lay.

Legend

The following check list covers t~ poriod from February ), 1948
to October )1, 1948. It is presented as being representative of the area.

----
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Each of the 88 species listed is described in the following manner: (1)
Name, (2) Date first seen, (,) Period of occurrence, (4) Relative abun-

dance, and (5) Type or types of environment in which it is found.

For convenience, the period of occurrence is abbreviated as fol-

lows: WR, Winter Resident; SR, Summer Resident; PR, Permanent ResidentJ

SM, Spring ~figrant; FM, Fall Migrant; I, Infrequent, but seen through-
out the year~

Relative abundance haa been abbreviated as follows: A, Abundant;

B, Oommon; 0, Fairly common; D, Not common; E, Rare. In considering
relative abundance, deference is given to the life pyramid. In example,

one red-tailed hawk per square mile is an A classification. Robins
found in these numbers would merit a D category.

Environments are described and abbreviated as follows:

W, Woods - Areas of several hundred acres. Along the escarpment

and over terrain of higher relief, too rUGged for farming. Red, black,

scarlet, white, and chestnut oaks, shagbark hickory, red maple, tulip
tree and white pine predominate. Second story growth is mostly of dog-
wood or of mountain laurel and rhododendron. Ground cover is not pro-

fuse except during the fall influx of mount~in golden rod and white

woods aster. E~~~e plants are generally most oommon.

w, Woodlots - Small seotions of woods, spotted in among the fields

similar in oontent to the forests. The mean size would be ten to thirty
acres.

Wb, Wood's Borders - There is usually an outer trimming of sase~

afras, black locust, and sucao, profusely garlanded with smilax. The
large hardwoods rise abruptly, their branches often heavily burdened

with the twtning ooils of wild grape.

F, Fields - Devoted mainly to grazing and row crops of wheat,

oats, corn, and buckwheat. The average farm is 50-100 acres, a fourth
to half of which is woodlot.

MF, l~rshy Fields - Small brooks, ~~suring into life from springs,

needle swiftly toward larger streams wost of the parkway. The water tab-

le is clos~ to the surface. \ihen the brooks pass through open fields
they tend to ~~e them marshy for a width up to several hundred feet.

WB, Wooded Brooks - Through woods, they are densely shrowded by
red maple, shadblow, hemlock, rhododendron, and mountain laurel.

FD, Farm Dwellings - Farm house with retinue of barn and various

sheds, mixed orchards of apple, poar, cherry, wld poach; and family

sized gardens.

P, Ponds - One small pond, about 250'x40l, lies parallel to the

motor road. It is an infroquently used rest haven for migrating water
fowl.

-----
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Eastern Wood Pewee

Finally, then, the treatment of eaoh speoies will be in this manner:

The list follows:

Pied-billed Grebe

Wood Duok

Woodcock

I'lilson'sSnipe
Ki lldeer

Turkey Vulture

Black Vulture

Red-tailed Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk

Sparrow Hawk
Sharp-shinned Hawk

Cooper's Hawk
Ruf'fed Grouse
Bob-White

Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuokoo

Belted Kingfisher
Screech Owl

Great Horned Owl

Whip-poor-,'/'i 11

Nightha\'Ik

Chimney S.,lif't

Ruby-throated H~ngbird
Flicker

Red-headed Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Crested Flycatcher
Phoebe
Wood Pewee

Least Flycatcher
Kingbird
Prairie Horned Lark
Barn Swallow

Blue Jay

Crow
Carolina Chickadee

May 8

Date lat.

~

Oct. 6
Oct. 20
Apr. 19
Apr..6

June9
May 9

Apr.24
Aug.22

Apr. 20
May9

Sept. 5

l>1ar. 6
May1

i-1ay8
Apr. 26
14ay 1
Sept. 25
Apr. 23

Period of

occurrence

FM
Fl.1

SR
81.i

SR
PR

I
PR
PR
PR
PR
PR
PR
PR
PR
SR
SR
PR
PR
SR
F1-1

SR
SR
PR
FM
WR
PR
SI'I

SR
PR
SR
SR
SR
WR
SR
PR

PR
PR

SR C

Relative
abundance

E
E
E
E
C
A

D
C
E
C
D
C
C
B
C
D
D
E
D
C
A

B
B
B
D
C
B
D
B
B
C
D
D
B
B

B (winter)
D (summer)

A
B

~I & w

Where
found

P
P

Moist ."oods
MF
F

FaLliliar in

skyway.Nests
on escarpment
As with above
F & VI
F & \'1

F
Wb& F
\'/b& F

'II

F&w
F & ."

. ;:15. ~ 'd ;
Open streams

F&w
F&W
F&w

Large, loose

casually mi-

grating flock
FD

FD & Wb
FD & w

w
'II

FD& w
FD& w
W&w

WE& FD
W&w
FD

Orchards & F

F
FD

F&w

F & w
W&w

----
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Date 1st. Period of Relative WhePe
o_ccurrence abundance found

Tufted Titmouse PR B I & w
aite-breasted Nuthatch WR C W & 'il

Mockingbird }.fay 1 SR D F & FD
Oatbird l-Iay 1 SR B i'fB & moist

thickets
Bro'iln Thrasher Apr. lj SR B Dense thickets

& scond
gro'itth timber

House \'ren Apr. 14 SR C FD
Bewick I s Wren Apr. 6 SR B FD
Carolina \'ren PR C FD
Robin PR A F & Orchards
Wood Thrush Apr. 25 SR B Moist woods
Veery Apr. 9 SR C Moist woods
Golden-Crownod Kinglet WR C W&w
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Apr. 25 SM D W&w
Oedar "'ax'iling PR B W&F
Star ling PR C FD & F
Rod-eyed Vireo Apr. 16 SR B W & 'il
Yellow-throated Vireo May 15 SR E W
Black and \ihite Warbler Apr. 24 SR B W&w
Cape May Warbler }.fay 2 Sl'I D Orchard
Oairn's V/arb1er Apr. jO SR C W
Ohestnut-sided Warbler 14ay 2 SR 0 WB
Black-poll Warbler May 12 SH D \'1
Pra.i rie Warbler Apr. 15 SR B lb
Yellow Warbler Apr. 15 SR B FD
Oven-bird Apr. 20 SR A W&w
Louisiana Wator-thrush Apr. 21 SR D Woodod streams

ryland Yellow-throat Apr. 7 SR C Thickets c.long
open stroams

Yellow-breasted Chat May 8 SR B Dense thickets
Hooded /arbler May 8 SR B W
Redstart l<1D.y8 SR A W & "1
English Sparro'il PR C FD
I,Icad0'il1ark PR C F
Red-winged Blackbird Feb. 22 SR C 1&
Baltimore Oriole Apr. 20 SR D FD
Grackle Feb. 26 SR C F & Orchards

o"/bird Feb. 26 SR C F
Scarlet Tanager i'-Iay 2 SR C W
Cardinal PR B \'1, 'iI, & 'fIb
Indigo Bunting Apr. 19 SR B F & \'Ib
Goldfinch Apr. 15 SR B F
Towhee I,far. 15 SR B 'lIb
Vesper Sparrow Juno 8 SR D F
Slate-colored Junco viR A F & Wb



Rocky Knob, Floyd, Virginia

(Almost certainly, a longer period of field work will add many species
to this list, Editor)

---00000 ---
THE LUREOF NATURETHROUGHPARrICIPATIOH IN AUDUBONJUNIOR CLuBS

By Evelyn \'Iatkins
Harrisonburg,Va.

Children love adventure. Show the~ the fun and adventure they

can derive from exploration of the great outdoors. ~WulY exciting dis-

coveries may be made in their own backyard, on their school ground, in

their community. Fascinating creatures are nearby. Thrilling experi-

ences await the child who learns to explore, to question, to experiment,
to discover.

Have you stopped to watch a pair of cardinals building their nest?
Have YQu thrilled at a wood thrush1s song or the beauty of a flock of
gulls a3ainst the blue sky? Have you stood entranced as a spider spun

its intricate web? Did you ever Eaze at the miracle of a butterfly slow-
ly emerging and eventually spreading its gay and beautiful wings? Have
you ever peered through the microscope as even the smallest insect took
on new enchantment?

Yes, children have right at hand a world of wonde~ and delight.
But they need help. Your guidance and enthusiasm will be ma~ic keys to

open doors to endless enjoyment of nature.

And as children witness the wonders of nature, many questions
will arise. Gradually by observing changes in the plant and anim~l
world, children can become aware of the interdependence of all life.

Each infinitesimal organism has some part to play; each is dependent

upon another. As children watch the robin tUtging at the earthworm to

feed his hungry babies or the hauk pro~.ing upon the smaller bird, they
can eventually come to accept the chain that exists from the largest
plant or animal to the smallest. Lot children sec that predation is
prescnt; let them recognize and understand it.

Yes, children can develop desired concepts conoerning the in-

terrelationships of nature. But they need wise guidance.

- -- --- - - --- --
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Chipping Sparrow Feb. 24 SR B F
Field Sparro,., Feb. 24 SR A F
vlhite-crowned Sparrow He.y 9 Slvi D \'1

White-.throatedSparrow May 1 Si1 C \'I

Song Sparro'f' PR C FD & F
GrassDopper Sparrow June 10 SR D F
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Down through the years much of our rich heritage has vanished.

Forest, grass and ~rsh land, soil and water are still being destroyed.

If we plunder as we have in the past, ~uture generations will have a
desert for a homeland. So \'/hatwe have left \'/emust utilize more \'/ise-

lYe Ohildren need to learn early to recognize that fact. How much life

i~v f~and around one big tree! How necessary is the grass that holds
the earth together! How important it is that we recognize man's depend-

ence on soil, water, and forests for his very existence! Ohildren should

learn the truth about our rapidly depleted land, our dwindling water sup-

ply, the destruction of our great forests, the disappearw1ce of much of
our wildlife. All the devastation that has been wrought cannot be re-

deemed. But if America's children are shown the ur~ent need for conserv-
ation, auch can be done to preserve what we have left and to renCH our
scattered resources.

One ey.ce~lent way to attempt to carry out the above objectives is
throUGh Audubon Junior Olubs. The purpose of these clubs is to intro-

duce children, throUGh bird study, to tho wonders of plant and animal

life, and to develop an interest in the interdependence of nature and
the consorvation of wildlife and other natural resources. Bird life is

a fascinating beginning of nature study. For many children it will be
a growing hobby; for others even a lifo time career.

Since the organization of the Audu~on Junior Olubs in 1910, over

8 million children have enrolled. During 1947-48, )11,768 children
joined nearly 1),000 clubs scattered throughout the 48 states. There
were also clubs operating in overy province of Oanada and in a few of

the other countries. VirGinia h~d 2)4 clubs with 5600 children as mo~-
bers. Although a tremendous work has been done by the Audubon Junior

Olubs, a big job still awaits teachers and other leaders. Increasing
the number of Audubon Junior Olubs and concentrating on tIle lli~derlying
purposes should pay big dividends.

Perhaps you sponsor a club each session. If so, start earlier

this year. T~J to accomplish more than ever before. Perhaps you can

also influence other teachers and friends to organize Audubon Junior
Olubs in your COJ::U.1lunity.Try it. HO\'1many Audubon Junior Olubs are
now in your community? What are the clubs doing? Find out.

For the benefit of those who DaY wish to organize an Audubon
Junior Olub for the first time, llare is some information. Ten or more

children of school age constitute a club. Mcabers pay dues of l5~ each

to an adult adviser who forwards the collected noney to Audubon Juniors,
1000 Fifth Avenue, Now York Oity. The dues should go with a letter

stating hO\'1~ny scts of Leaflets in tho Junior Edition (large type and

simplo text for grades below the sixth) or Sonior Edition (smaller typo

and longer text) are required. Each child receivcs six four-pa.go Bird

Lea.flets, with color plates of birds, and a membership button. Each

club receives nAudubon Junior Olub Ne\'isIIfour ti:.les during the school

year, and each adviser receives the IIAudubon Toachers' Guidell.

--- -- --
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The ~ide, edited by Dorothy A. Treat from the National Audubon
Society, contains mal1¥worth-while suggestions for nature adventures to
be experienced outdoors and in the classroom. It contains directions
for ~:ing bird houses,feeding trays and bird calendars, iaeas for
taking field trips and for planning club meetings and assembly programs.
It gives helpful information on conservation and allnotatedbibliographies
of books and pamphletsfor teachersof naturalscience. The Audubon Soc-
iety also has films, slides, charts, pictures, and other r!l8.terials.

For Audubon Junior Club advisers, teachers, principals, superin-

tendents, leaders of young people, ~~d others interested in nature pro-

fessionally or as a hobby, the National Audubon C~ps offer thrilling

and never-to-be forgotten experiences. The c£mps are inspiring, invig-

orating and helpful. Thore is fun and recreation provided for all.

Field classes in Nature Study and Bird Life are fascinating. Other op-
tional classes in Plant and Animal Life are offered. Most of the work

is done in the field and w.der the guidance of expert leaders. At the

end of each session students receive certificates describing the work
cO¥ered. Try a two-weeks session next summer; or tell some friend about
it.

The four camps
For details write to
take your choice fo~

Audubon Camps.

are in Maine, Connecticut, Texas, and California.

the National Audubon Society in New York City, and
a stimulating experience at one of the National

(Reprinted by permission from Virginia Journal of' Education, Nov., 1948)

---00000 - - -
WINTER BIRD POPULATION STUDY, 1949

By Charles E. Stevens, Jr.

VIRGINIA PL'ffi - SHORl'LEAF PINE: FOREST. SIZE: 45 acres. LOCA-
TION: 1 uile south of Proffit, Albemarle County, Virsinia. DESCRIPT~
ION OF AREA: A young pine stand located on rolling la~1.d and transversed
by several old gullies whic~ drain southeastwardly. The canopy is 40-
60 feet, without openings, and composed 50% of shortIea£'pine (Pinuo
echinata)and 50% of Virginiapine (~. vir iniana). 'I:here is a scant
gro~~h of alder (Alnus rugosa), sycamore Platanus occidentalis), and

tulip poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) in 2 of the gullies. In the
majority of' the woods there is no understory, but where it occurs it
is made up of red cedar (Juniperus vir iniana), southern red oak
(Quercus falcata). dogwood (Cornus florida , persimmon (Diospyros ~-
iniana), white oak (~. ~), red maple (Acer rubrum), and greenbrier

Smilax rotundifolia). Except for running cedar (LYCOJOdivm flabelli-forme) and Christmas fern (Polystichum acrostichoidos the herbaceous

ground cover is negligible. The pinewoods is typical of those in this
section of piedmont Virginia. Pine-oak scrub, deciduous woods, and

---- --
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broomsedge fields bound the area. OLIt~TE: Daily mean temperature dur-
ing census period, 45.)0 (extremes, 180 to 72°); total precipitation,

5.2 inches (ground covered with 2 inches of snow on last trip). The
winter was abnormally mild, moths and other insects being seen on sev-
eral trips, and a few Spring Peepers heard on all but one trip. OENSUS

DATES: January 7, 12, 15, 15, 22, 24, 28; February 1. Total, 8 trips.
Hours per trip averaged lie OID~SUS - Average number of birds seen per
100 acres of habitat (with average number of individuals in aroa per

trip inp~rentheses): Yellow-bellied sapsucker, 1 (.5): do\~y wood-
pecker,, (1.1),; blue jay, .;. (.1); Oarolina chickadee, 19 (8.6); tufted
titmouse,4 (2.0); red-breastednuthatch,4 (1.9); bro\increeper, 1 (.6);
robin, 8 (,.8); golden-crownedkinglet,,7 (16.5); ruby-crownedkinglet,
4 (1.8); myrtle warbler, 6 (2.5); purple finch, 1 (.6); slate-colored
junco, 1 (.5). Total: averageof 91 birds per 100 acres. Species re-
cordedflyin~overarea: Turkeyvulture,2 (.8); black vulture, 1 (.5);
Am. crow, 6 (2.6); fish crow, .;. (.1); rObin, 8 (,.8); purple finch, 1
(.6); Am. goldfinch, 1 (.5). Final total: average of 108 birds per lbo
acres. ~'~RKS: The large number of birds seen flying over the tract

Dade the method for recording them somewhat problematical. The above

classification is not particularly satisfactory. Vultures seen flying
overhead should certainly be counted, but should goldfinches? Black

ducks and horned larks vrere alt30 seon flying over the tract but were re-
moved from the list. Species seon in tho excluded, 100 ft. margin of

pine which were not found in the study area included: Oarolina wren,

bluebird, and cardinal. Individuals recordod in the study aroa spent
about 75% of the time that tho:l were in the pinewoods in tho 100 ft.

margin. No birds seemod confined to the study area.

Charlottosville, Virginia

-- - 00000 - - -
VIRGINIA NOTES

ByJ. J. Murray

Ohincoteas;ueRefuge, Va. John H. Buckalew, Refuge 1hna8or, reports
a hudsonianGodwit soen on tho beach on October6, 1948; and two Razor-
billed Auks collected, November 19, 1948, ten ~los south of Chincoteague.

~ Bay Refuge, ~. Dr. Locke i~ckenzie, 829 Park Avenue, New York
21, picked up a dead Dovekie, badly mangled by crabs, on January 22, 1949
on the beach on the VirGinia side of the state line, and a few minutes

later saw another flying south just inside the surf line. Jack Perkins
also saw a Dovekie at Back Bay on January 15, 1949.

Bridgewater, ~.~~x Carpenter, Rt. 1, Dayton, saw a flock of 50-75
AmericanPipits near Bridgewater,October29-November8, 1948.

Lexington, Y!. The writer observed a male Wood Duck feeding on
devil's shoe-string berrios (Symphoricarpus orbiculatus at Cameron's Pond,

--
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Lexington, on November 29, 1948. Rains had spread the tlaters of' the
pond back into the shoestring thickets. The duck was pulling the branch-
es down and stripping off the berries.

Blacksbur~, ~. James W. Engle, Jr., of the Virginia
Wildlife Unit at V. P. I. caught a Sora, February 2, 1949,
trap that had been set for muskrat on Strobles Oreek. The
the Unit collection.

Oo-operative
in a steel-

skin is in

- 00000

REOENT BOOKS ON BIRDS

Roger Peterson, well-kno~n~ for his aids to bird students, has
gotten out a new bmok for bird study, "How to Know the Birds". It has

been published in two editions: the regular Houghton-~afflin edition,
in cloth, 144 pages, 400 line drawings and silhouettes, with color

plates, at $2.00; and an inexpensive edition, in the Mentor (pocket-
type) books, at ,5Y!, 'vlhichhas everything but the cloth and the color

plates of the main edition. The book is a fine aid not only to beginn-

ers but to all bird students. The cheap edition has more for the money

than any bird book ever published in America. It is a wonderful thing
to give to Boy Scouts or GiDl Scouts or anyone interested in learning
something about birds.

The Pennsylvania Game Oommission (Ha rrisburg, Pa.) has just pub-
lished two attractive bulletins: "pennsylvania Birdlife", 'vIith six

color plates and 100 or more photographs, at 50y!. This presents the

more common birds of the State; and "pennsylvania BireS of Prey", with

four color plates and photographs and charts, at 25~ deals in a very
fair and graphic way with the hawks ~~d owls of Pennsylvania.

---00000...--

NOTIOE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The 1949 annual meeting of the VSO will be held in Oharlottesville,
Va. May 20 and 21. The program follows:

Friday,~~y 20, 1949 Monticello Hotel

12:,0
2:00

6:,0
8:00

p.m. Executive OonwJittee Luncheon

p.m. Afternoon session with a break for tea and

fellowship around 4 o'clock
p.m. Dinner

p.m. Evening session - speaker to be announced

Saturday, ~1a.y21

6:,0 a.m. Breakfast at fhe Griddle

7:00 a.m. Field Trip

12.00 noon Luncheon - place to be announced

Single rooms at The Monticello $'.50 & up, double rooms $7 & up.
For names of tourist homes write John Grey, Box 550, Oharlottesville.
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SIXTEENTH A.~JUAL MEETDJG, MAY20-21, 1949
By E. Gertrude Prior

The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the V. S. O. was held in Char-
lottesville at the Monticello Hotel, beginning at 2:00 P.M. on Friday
afternoon, ~y 20. Dr. .John H. Grey, the president, presided. After
a word of ~elcome, N~ss Evelyn Watkins was introduced as the first
speaker. Her puper on "Nature Study Experiences ~ith Young Childre~'
dealt with her own oxperiences in encouraging children to an interest
in all forms of nature. She said th~t 011 children are interested in
these things if given stimulation, end told of her trips to the field
to collect specimens, starting out the yeAr's work with insects, vnd
going on to rocks, flowers, turtles, frogs, rebbits, etc. Trips to
the fish market, seed store and h~tchery were included. Workon birds
was done through bird slides, records of bird songs, taking bird wr.lks,
building trnys c.mdnest boxes, plf'ying bird ganes, Find recording obser-
vations. Through ell of these ectivities M[ss W~tkins feals th~t child-
ren CAn ler>rn to protect rother th~'n destroy, to ('ccept things ref"list-
iCAlly pnd to find out thrt rll things of n~ture bepr relr.tionships to
011 of life. They c~n lerrn how hum~n interference has been detriment-
Al, th~t pred~tion does occur ~nd must be ~ccepted. Children crn duvel-
op responsibility through such ~ noture progrnm, skills, soci~l hpbitsi
they learn thAt there Are still things we do not know, and to go to au-
thorities for Info~ltion. Mlss Wptkins encourngod V. S. O. members to
enter into the .Junior Audubon progrpm wherever possible ~nd work for
conservation.

A. Lawrence Dean, Extension WIldlife SpecI~llst at V. P. I. next
told of his work through the AgriculturAl Extension Service in reaching
groups throughout the State. He has visited schools, 4H Club camps,
garden clubs, Home Demonstration groups, Scouts, stressing in all his
lectures the econorniQ importance of bird life. He cited the need for
edUCAtion along this line, pointing out tho still prevalent beli~f among
many people th~t all hawks and owls should be destroyed, ~nd telling of
the women he knew who was employing children to shoot the birds in her
garden ~ith slingshots, because they made too much noise. Mr. Dean
said that we ot the V. S. O. have g great chance to help in educating
the publio about birds, end thoir importnnce to ell life.

R. ~. ~otson of Bleoksburg then told of his visit lDst summer to
the forny held by the Brooks Bird Club in Wost Virginic. He felt thr.t
the V. S. O. should consider such a project in Virginia, end pointed
out the vpried hAbitots we heve which would offer good opportunities
for foreys in different sections. Forays, he scid, would involve c~re-
ful plnnning, but he urged thr.t we should think about orgnnizing such
o worthwhile projoct for bird study.

Professor Bruce Reynolds, who directs the summer school at Mount-
ain Lake Biological Station, suggested thAt pIEce as a good one for a
forpy. He described the physical pl~nt with e.uditorium, cottages for
80 people, l~boretories, end kitchen focilities. Pictures of the Stnt-
ion were shown.

- -- --
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The BureAu of Game and Inland Fisheries was represented by William
P. Blackwell, who told of the work on doves that is being conducted in
the State. The object of the investigation is to set more wisely the
hunting regulations. Such information as the migration routes and time
of migration, the percentage of birds breeding in the fall, areas of
concentration, the gun pressure And the kill, is being collected, and
bunding is to begin on July 1. Only 116 doves have been banded in
Virginia since 1920. Mr. Blr.ckwell solicited the help of V. S. o. mem-
bers in bcndir.g end grthering ony of this deta on doves.

Mrs. Jemes W. Wiltshire, Jr. of Lynchburg gave an cccount of her
trip last December to Bull's Islend, e part of the Federal Cape Romoine
Wildlife Refuge, 20 miles off the northern coast of Chorleston, S. C.
The tour was conducted by Alexp,nder Sprunt of the Audubon Society. ltrs.
Wiltshire showed colored slides of the isl~nd ~nd its birds, end said
thot they counted 109 species on the two-dr'y trip. She mentioned the
gropt wenlth of bird life, hcving seen such species as oyster crtchers,
grnnets, brown pelicrns, willets, long-billed mrrsh wrens pnd mpny
others.

Dr. Ivey Lewis told of an amusing experiment he pnd Dr. PF-ul
Burch made 20 yeprs ago in trying to figure out the effectiveness of
sight And smell of the turkey vulture in locating food. He w~s con-
vinced, pfter his friend hpd dropped as if dead by n fence, and the
vultures swooped toward him, thAt the birds hunterl by sight. Dr. Lewis
spid thnt this WASprob~bly not very scientific, but that p lot of fun
and information could be gathered from such simple experiments.

A full desQription of the raven was then presented by J. J. Mur-
ray, who pointed out that ravens were probably more common in Rock-
bridge County than in any other part of the State. There are about
ten pairs. Dr. Murray told of the inaccessibility of the nests, the
large size and contents. Eggs are laid usually the first part of
~~rch and hatch in April, the young birds leaving in early May. The
same sites are used many times over. Dr. Murray said that the chief
danger to the raven is the pressure of civilization.

c. o. Handley of Charleston, W. Va. told of having recorded this
year the first lark bunting known from West Virginia. The lark bunt-
ing is about the size of the bobolink, with a large ~hite patchon the
wing. It is a bird of the western plains and its occurrence in the
east is entirelyaccidental. }mr. Handley soid the bunting wes first
found on the Christmos bird count with 0 flock of English spArrows.
He sew it the noxt dey, and on the following dAY he Rnd Prof. Mp-urice
BrOOKS collected the bird.

The question of the scarcity of purple mcrtins around Chp,rlottes-

ville wes then described by Dr. Ivey Lewis. He said thp.the had thought
them very rare. In North Carolina they seem to nest in gourds rather
than boxes, ~hile further north boxes seem to be preferred. Dr. Lewis
asked, "Where is the Mason-Dixon line for martins'?"

--------
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After a recess for refreshments, Jeck Perkins showed some moving
pictures and gave a brief description of the nesting refuges, migrating
refuges, and refuges for wintering birds in the U. S. Back Bay is just
one of 201 refuges, end was established in 1938.

The annuel dinner was held in the Rose Boom of the Monticello
Hotel, with about 50 persons present. Many others c~me for the even-
ing session hold there. Dr. Alexonder Wetmore of the Smithsonian In-
stitution was introduced by Dr. MUrray, and he told of his recent
seven week's trip to Panama for the observ~tion and collecting of
birds. After a description of the climate and generpl topogrrphy of
the erea, he gnve an account of their work and trip up the river
toward ColombiA. Some310 species uere recorded on the entire trip,
and A collection of 270 species wps made. Dr. Wetmore sRid th~t in
this nren of Pnnama he s~w more species and more numbers of birds then
any place else he had ever been. Tr~ils had to be cut through the
dense undergrowth, which mode it very difficult to see the birds. He
s~id th~t he hOf!rd birds many times thpt he wros never able to see.
He brought bAck tTIO birds thpt ~ere described by a Frenc~n and not
seen since 1876.

Dr. Wet~ore gave 0 description of the c~noes thFt the Indians
in Pnnama mRke, and +.old of using these in the trip on the rivers.
He spid thp.t the Indi~ns were verJ friendly,and of grept help to the
party. Work on c~llecting WAS begun at sunrise and continued until
about 10 or 11 o'clock. The arduous task of prepnring the skins took
up most of the afternoon. He mentioned mPny of the migrpnts th~t go
through Panama, and s~id that the nfitivebirds there are much shyer
thnn the migrpnts. He observed thvt to renlly ~pprecinte migrntion
you must see the birds in the south, for then you roolize whBt a gre~t
distance they trAvel.

After a short question and answer period, and a movie of some of
the more common song birds, token by Hydencpmp of Pittsburgh, Dr. Grey
announcedplans for the next day, and the meeting adjourned.

The Saturdpy field trip st~rted out in the rain, but this soon

stopped, and the rest of the d~y was cloudy and cool. The group ended

up about 12 o'clock in Ivy at the home of I~s. A. H. 1lichie, where
the l~dies of St. Paul's Episcopal Church served n very emple hot
luncheon.

~~ ~~forillalbusiness meeting then was convened by Dr. Grey.

Someon6 8~ggested that at the next annual meeting we have neme tags

for tho2~ attending, so thrt people will become better acqueinted.
This suggestion met with everyone's approval. A discussion of a fall

or summer field trip, or both, w~s then held. About 12 persons ex-
pressed ~n interest in an August trip to the eastern shore, and ffi8ny
more in ona in December to Be~k Bay. Jack Perkins spid he would take

CAre of arrangements for either or both of these, ChArles Stcvens,Jr.

would ~~rk with him for the August trip, and Fred Scott for the Dec-
ember one.

-- """""---------
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Dr. Murray said that he would like volunteers in getting inform-
ation for the Audubon Field Notes. These come out 4 times a year, and
include anything interesting or unusual in population, migration, con-

centration, nesting activities, etc.

The question of some sort of folder or card, telling about the
v. S. o. was then considered. A. o. English volunteered to draw up

some sort of literature, but the whole question of publicity was re-
ferred to the Executive Comrndtteu.

Dr. Grey then c~lled for the report of the Nominating Committee,

and A. o. English nemed the slate: JRmes Eike, President; N~s. Col-

g~te Darden, Vice-President; Miss Florence Hogue, Secretary; W. Edwin

N[ller, Treasuror; Dr. Grey, JRck Perkins, and Nass Gertrude Prior,
members of the Executive Committee. Nass Prior ~as named secretpry

pro tem in r~ss H~gue's ebsence of this And next yerr.

~~. Eike took over the chair, and there wns some discussion of
having 0 longer time at tho afternoon meeting for questions And socia-
bility. The question of continuing the rRther formal and expensive

annupl dinners wos ref8rred to the Executive Committee, as wes the

planning for the next year's meeting. W~ss Evelyn Wntkins hos invi-

ted the group to Horrisonburg, and Dr. Murrny sAid thet the best time

for n meeting there wes the lest pp-rt of April. Mr. English suggested
thr.t notices for the pnnunl meeting be sent out further in advnnce.

Dr. Murrp.y mnne the motion, which was cArried, thAt John B. Lewis of

Broadn~x be elected an honornry member.

There being no further business, the meeting fldjourned.

- - 00000

V.S.o. FIELD TRIP - 1949
By Charles E. Stevens,Jr.

May 21, 1949. Pied-billed grebe, 1; double-crested cormore.nt, 1;

groat blue heron, 1; green heron, 9; least bittern, 1; black, 1 (cripple);
baldpate, 2; lesser sce-up, 2; red~breasted mergAnser', 1; turkey vul-

ture, 27; black vulture, 4; red-teiled hnTIk, 1; sparrow hawk, 3; bob-

white, 10; killdeor, 7; woodcock, 1; spotted sandpiper, 25; solitDry

sp.ndpiper, 3; greeter yellow-legs, 2; least srndpiper, 2; mourning

dove, 28; yellow-billed cuckoo, 2; berred owl, 1; whip-poor-will, 1;

nighthawk, 1; swift, 71; hummingbird, 5; kingfisher, 4; flicker, 6;
pileated woodpecker, 2; red-bellied woodpecker, 2; red-headed wood-

pecker, 1; do~~y woodpecker, 3; kingbird, 21; crested flycatcher, 8;
phoebe, 18; Acndip.n flycatcher, 19; wood pewee, 15; prairie horned

lArk, 9; bank s~Allow, 2; rough-winged swallow, 12; bArn swallow, 12;
blue jay, 4; crow, 36; fish crow, 1; C~rolina chickadee, 14; tufted

titmouse, 9; white-breasted nutha~ch, 2; house wren, 13; Carolina wren,6;

---
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short-billed mnrsh wren, 1; mockingbird, 19; catbird, 19; brown thresh-

er, 14; robin, 47; wood thrush, 33; olive-bAcked thrush, 2; veery, 1;

bluebird, 22; gnatcatcher, 9; ceder waxwing, 117; shrike, 5; starling,

176; white-eyed viroo, 6; yellow-throated vireo, 6; mountain vireo, 1;
red-eyed vireo, 38; black & white warbler, 4; worm-eating wRrb1er, 3;

paru1a wprb1er, 10; ye11o~ werb1er, 11; m8gno1ia warbler, 2; b1Ack-

throated blue, 1; b1uck-thropted gr~en, 2; coru1e~n, 2; b1ockburnian,

2; ye11o~-thro6ted wurb1er, 5; chestnut-sidod, 1; b1nck-po11, 21;

pine, 5; prpirie, 19; oven-bird, 22; Louisiana water-thrush, 10; Ken-

tucky w~rb1er, 3; MAry1~nd ye11ow-thropt, 26, chrt, 19, hooded, 16;

Wilson's wnrb1er, 1; Canada wnrb~er, 5; redstart, 32; English sporro~,

19; bobolink, 6; meodow1~rk, 37; red-wing, 95; orchnrd oriole, 5; Balt-
imore oriole, 1; purple grackle, 153; cowbird, 9; scpr1et tnn~ger, 11;

summer tanager, 5; c~rdina1, 28; blue grosbeak, 5; indigo bunting, 49;
goldfinch, 21; towhee, 35; grasshopper spnrrow, 20; Hens1ow's sparrow,

2; vesper sp~rrow, 2; chipping sp~rrow, 38; field spcrrow, 42; song
sprrrow, 37. 111 species.

- - 00000 - - -

A MARCH TRIP ALONGTHE VIRGINIA COAST
By Mcurice Richter, Jr.

(With an introductionby John H. Grey)

(The following nccount of n fio1d trip n10ng the Enstern Shore
and from Cppe Henry to the North Cpro1ina line is interesting for sev-
ere1 reesons: 1. Richter, a youthful bird student, has listed the

actual number of birds seen in each locality, instend of using the
more gener~l terms FS common or ~bundant. Thus we hnve ~ccur8te in-

formP.tion on ench species in each loc~~lity. 2. We know little obout

the bird life of the Enstern Shore, so thnt eech report ~ddw to our

knowledge. Cobb Island has been studied for breeding birds, but

little has been published about wintering birds, and almost nothing
hos been written about land birds in the Area. 3. Lete March is a
time thflt hos been neglected, for it is after the bulk of waterfowl

hnve left end before we thir~ of the spring migration AS being well
started. I SUSpf:lcthis record of Oyster-cntchers on Morch 28th. is

the enr1iest for yirginia, os Bei1ey in Birds of Virginia lists ar-
rival os about April 18th.

(Three species listed in the paper may well be regarded with

some resergation: 1. Pacific Loon (Gavia arcticD pacifica), is

listed in the ~. !.O.U. Checklist of 1931 as occurring only twice
east of the Mississippi-New Hampshire and Long Islend, end in 1937

Wi tmer Stone did not 11 st it in hi s ~ !4.f!:. ~ .2!!! Cape May. How-
ever, CruickshAnk: in Birds Around New York City in 1942 records it

as being observed five times in the area, four of these being between
1937 and 1941. It ~ou1d be difficult to get p Virginia record accept-
ed without a specimen. 2. Mourning Worb1er (Oporornis phi1ede1phia)

has been recorded in Virginia and the Carolinas only in the mountains

- - ---
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and the District of Columbia - the reason for this apparently being
that this species migrates across the Gulf of Mexico and up the Miss-

issippi Flyway ond thus only touches the Blue Ridge with the fringes
of migration. It also is a late migrant; Oberholser giving April 16
8S early for Louisiana, and Vdss Cooke lists May 4th. as the eArliest

for Washington, D. C. Thus 8 bird at Norfolk on March 30th. would be
regarded as five weeks early and off the migration route. 3. Orange-

crowned Warbler, (Vermivora celota caleta), our only record for the
Cape Henry region is one bird ~cember 30, 1923, on Ceder Islp.nd in

BACk Boy, observed by Ludlow Griscom. Its migration is also up the

Mississippi Valley, although the birds winter at Charleston, S. C.,

and at Washington, D. C. it is accidental - taken only twice, and in

Octobdr; while in Maryland there are only two other records - J£nunry
4, 1928, and October 3, 1942. On Long Island it is very rnre in

spring ~nd only slightly less in Oct~ber. Thus, at l~orfolk, the bur-
den of proof would rest upon the observer.)

The following notes include observations made in 1948 on March

27 at Exmore, Willis Wharf, and Hog Island Bay; on IV18rch28 at Hog Is-
land; on lwrch 29 at Hog Island, Hog Island Bay, and the mouth of Ches-

apeake Bay from Cp.pe Charles to Little Creek; on Mardh 30 in the vicin-

ity of Se~shore St~te Perk near Cepe Henry and on down to Virginia

Beach; and on March 31 at Virginia Be~ch and Bock Bay.

Loons. About 80 Common end 30 Red-throated Loons were seen flying

north across the mouth of Chesnpeake Bay. At le~st one Common Loon

was in complete breeding plumage. Elsewhere along the coast small num-
bers of both species were observed.

On the morning of March 29 a Loon which was hardly larger than a

Holboell's Grebe was found swimndng in a sheltered cove only B few feet

off the shore of Hog Island. The bill was quite thin, but not upturned.

The back was distinctly blackish with a sdaly appearance, and the dark
coloration on the head and hindneck was considerably paler than thnt of

the Common Loon, yet much more extensive th~n that of the Rod-throated.

The sides of the h.eed were dull and streaked; the eye wes brown !'nd sur-
rounded by d~rk feathers, end the bird wes evidently sick or exhausted.
Although Q Pacific Loon would be extremely unusual anywhere on the At-
lantic CO~Jst south of Long Isl!:nd, f.nd in spite of the fect that this
bird ~DS in winter plumage, we ora convinced, after cereful ex~mination
of the bird at close r~ngo in good light, ond efter studies of museum

skins, color plHtes, end toxtual descriptions, thet our bird belonged

to thct species.

Grsbes. In Hog Island Boy, the Holboell's Grebe wes Almost es abun-
dont as the Horned Grebe pt the time of our visit, and both Grebes were
much more numeroushero then furthersouth. We s~~ 40 Holbocll's Grebes

in thflt cree, 5 Rt Cope Ch('rles, and none in tho Virginif' Bep-ch r,rea.
About 150 Horned Grebes '.'lUre seen nltogether, including sl:;vorel at
Virginia BeAch. Two Pied-billedGrebes were found swin~ng in the ooeen
off Hog Islend.

--------- - -- -
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Gannets. Four hundred, including about 20 young birds, were ob-

served from the Cape Charles feery between Cape Charles and Little

Creek. About 500 were seen in the Virginia Beach region. We were told

that there was a large movement of fish in the area, which probably ac-

counts for the large numbers of Gannets and Red-breasted Mergensers.

Cormorants. A total ot about 40 Double-crested Cormorants were

seen migrating north overhead.

Herons. On Hog Island we found 10 Great Blue Herons, 100 Snowy

Egrets, 65 Louisiana Herons, and 15 Little Blues. Several Great Blue
Herons werd olso recorded at Willis Whnrt and Bfick B~y.

Geese. Two Cpnada Geese were observed at Hog Islond,

timflted 150 nt B~ck Bny. About 600 Snow Geese were ~t Bpck

drte of our visit, nnd J~ck Perkins said thnt mr.ny more hed

through the previous droy. We s~w 15 Bront flying west neAr
Ber.ch.

and (In es-

Bey on the

pr.ssed
Virginin

Dabbling Ducks. At Bock Bay we SAW one Mallerd, 60 Block Ducks,

a pair ot GAdwnll, E1nd 10 Green-winged Tool. Most ot the ducks hnd
~lre~dy depArted.

Divin~ Ducks. In Hog Island BAY there were 30 Golden-eyes, one

Scnup, 40 Buftlehend, nnd two male Surf Seoters. About 80 Old-squaw,

6 SUrt Seoters, and 3 Americpn Mergp.nsers were observed tr~m the Cape

Ch~rles ferry. Three Hooded Mergansers were seen flying over Hog Is-
Ipnd. The Red-breasted Merganser was very nbunQAnt eve~here. In
addition to 400 of these birds found in Hog Island Bay and other

ploces, ~e encountered one flock in the oceon near B~ck Bey which Jock

Perkins estimnted to contnin 1400 ducks. The lerge numbers ot Mergnn-
sers was probrbly correlated with the large movement ot fish which hps
already been mentioned.

Hawks. We saw a total ot 90 Turkey and 2 Black Vultures. At

Little Creek there were 9 Bald Eagles and one Cooper's Hawk. Two more

Eagles and 4 Sparrow Hawks were seen bet~een Virginia Beach and Back

Bay. About 45 Ospreys were seen altogether, including nesting birds
on Hog Island.

Coots. We saw 134 at Back Bay.

Shorebirds. On a sandy peninsula near the south und of Hog Is-
land, W~ encountered a great flock ot shorebirds which we estimAted to

include 15,000 individuals, elthough the numb~r may well have been high-
er. Of course it wvs impossible to identify more then ~ fraction of

the birds, but judging trom the nucber of ecch species identified in

comparison with the tote1 nu~ber examined, we ~ere able to estimBte

the total number tor evch species. According to our calcul~tions there

were about 12,000 Red-bAcked S~ndpipers, 1000 S~nderlings, and 400

Black-bellied Plovers in the flock. In Addition, we saw 6 Piping Plov-
ers, 2 Dowitchers, 40 Semi-pplm~ted Plovers, 2 Lenst Sendpipers, and
a mini~ ot 21 Oystercvtchers. At B~ek B8Y we observed one Red-backed

Sondpiper, 2 Greater Ye11owlegs, one Wilson's Snipe, and 5 Killdeer.

-- - ---- ---- -- -
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Gulls. We saw a total of well over a thousand Herry Gulls, and
about 110 Laughing Gulls. Six hundred Bonaparte's Gulls were found
near Virginia Beach, and 60 on the bay between Cepe Charles and Little
Creek. We only saw about 2 Ring-bills, probably because we didn't pay
too much attention to the Gulls, and the Ring-bill is rather difficult
to find in a flock of other Gulls, without careful scrutiny.

Terns. About 50 Forster's Terns were observed in Hog Island Bay,
and one Royal Tern at Little Creek.

Razor-billed~. An imm~ture auk (l~cking the m~rk on the bill)
wns soen swimming near the shore of Hog Island by the coastguDrdsmen
on MRY27. It was again observed the folloving dry, and collected in
the evening. The bird WFS b~dly oiled on the belly.

Doves. We spw two Mourning Doves on Hog Isl~nd, one nt Little
Creek, and 10 neAr Lynhaven Inlet.

Kingfisher. One at Willis WhArf.

Woodpeckers. We SAW a total of over 20 Flickers, Ann 4 Downies
at Exmore. Thore ..ere 2 or 3 Red-bellied Woodpeckers in the SW?~py
woods behind Virgini~ Be~ch.

Flyc~tchers. There were very few of these birds. Only 4 Phoebes
were recorded.

Swollows. We recorded 200 Tree Sw~llows at Hog IslAnrl and 2 at
Back Boy; 2 Purple MErtins on the Islend And 12 in Virginia Beach.

Crows. About 30 Commonvnd 70 Fish Crows were recorded
numbers are estim~tes becouse the birds CRn only be seppreted
ly by voice. We did not see or he~r a single Blue J"ny on the
tripl

- the
definite-
entire

Titmice. The Tufty, of course was con~on in the wooded areas.

We sew about 25 altogether. Severul Carolina Chickadees were found

nesting near Senshore Stvte Pork.

Nuthatches. We found a single flock of 12 Brown-headed Nut-
hetches necr Lynhaven Inlet.

~rens. The C~rolina Wren WAS common ~lmost everywhere in the
w~ods ftnd shrubby ereos.

Mimics. The Mockingbird was the comm0nestof the three species.
Five Cntbirds were found Br0und Sep-shoreSt~te Pprk, end 5 Brown Thrash-
ers at scp.tteredlocvlitiese

Thrushes. The R~bin WFS ~bundFnt end sever~l Bluebirds were seen.

We were r~ther surprised n~t to find ~ny Hermit Thrushes, which hnd 81-
rendy orrived in New York flt the tine ')f our visit.

--- - --- - -- -- - -
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Gnatcatchers. Twenty of these birds were seen in Seashore Park.

Waxwings. We encountered a flock of 150 in Virginia Beech, and
30 at Little Creek.

Warblers. TheY~rt1e was by far the most abundant of all the
Warblers. We recorded 100 in Seashore State Park and vicinity, 40 near
Virginia Beach, 20 at Little Creek, and 30 on Hog Island. Thirty Pine
Warblers were seen between LittlQ Creek and Virginia Beach. In the
swampy woods behind Virginia Beech there W8re 2 Perules. Evidently
there was a small flight on the night of the 30th., for we saw 10 Yel-
low-throats on the 31st., but only one the previous day. On I~rch 30,
in tnngled shrubbery on the edge of a clearing in the wet woods near
Virginia Be~ch, we had nn excellent observDtion of a female Mourning
~arbler. The bird fit the descriptions perfectly ~nd hod a very distinct
hood with no eye-ring. Although this record is very unusual, we Are ab-
solutely certain of our identific:,tion. The follo~ing morning in the
sr~e gener?l orea we had pn equelly sotisfnctory obscrvption of rn
Ornege-crowned W~rbler. On the 30th., I s~w ~ Wp.rbler I.hich showed all
the field m~rks of the Cerulenn, but since the bird wps not seen for
more than a few seconds ~nd since there is e slight possibility thnt it
might h~ve been 0 h~rtle W~rbler r.hich lecked the yellow rump ~nd other
~rks, it is best not to pccept it os e positive record.

Blackbirds. There were 50 Meadowlnrks seen on Hog Island And
small numbers elsewhere. Redwings ~ere observed in smPll numbers (40
seen altogether) but we did not find Any large flocks of hundreos such
as we commonly get in the New York p-rea. One flock of Boet-toiled Grack-
les on Hog Islnnd w~s composed of about 500 birds, end a few ~ere also
seen at Back Boy. About 30 Purple Grackles were soen altogether, ~8
well as 20 Cowbirds nenr Little Creek.

Finches. The Cardin~l r,r.s common, yot we were interestedby the
foct th~t it w~s not much more common then in somo ~rens of northern New

.Jersey ~ith which we are f~miliar. The Chipping, Field, White-thror.ted,
and Song Spnrrows ~ere r.ll common, as well as the To~hee. We saw 4
Goldfinches and 3 Vesper Spprrows in Exmore. In Set1shore Str.te Park

there wps a flock of about 40 Juncos. One SWAmp Sparr~w w~s recorded

at Virginia Beach. On Hog Island there we~e mcny sperrows in the marshes,
but we only paused to identify c few. Of these, 3 were SnvDnn~hs, 4
were Henslow's and 2 were Seaside Sparrows.

102 Crescent Ave., Leonia, New .Jersey

RANDOM NOTl!:S

By 1!'. R. Scott

ChArles City .22".: A bleck and white vlfirbler wr's wctched for SQme
time wi th A flock of pine wl;rblers on Februnry 6 just west of the HIJpe-
well terry. Tho bird ~ppo~red to be in perfect he~lth at the time and
WAS crawling over the trunks of sever~l large pinos. The temperoture
nt the time WAS pbout 400, and mrny of the pine wArblers were in song.

- - - - -- -- ----
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Pocohontas State PArk, Chesterfield Co.: A pine w8rb~er's nest

with young was found here-on April 18 and constitutes the earliest
nesting on record for this species in this area.

Cape Charles-Little Creek ferry: A special trip on this ferry

was mode on April 19 with the main purpose being to locate any Wilson's

petrels which might be in the area at this date. While none of these

birds were found, the crossing proved interesting from another stAnd-

point. The following birds were seen:
Common loon, 18; red-throated loon, 6; gannet, 69; double-crested

cormorant, 300 (est. - at Cepe Charles); surf scoter, 12; American sco-
ter, 681; herring gull, 300 (est.); ring-billed gull, 300 (est.);

laughing gull, 450 (est.); Bonaparte's gull, 34; royal tern, 17.
The abundance of Junerican scoters and the absence of white-~ingod

scoters seems somewhot unusual. On a similar trip mode Jonuory 30 the

ratio of scoters was 630 white-winged, 56 surf, end 32 American.

York Co.: Two Christmas bird counts have been made in this areD,
and the counts of w3terfo~1 hove proven to be quite intoresting. Thero

are few if Any published records, however, of the ~aterfow1 found here

in late spring. Consequently, the birds seen in two Drees visited on

~pri1 19 might be of some vo1ue. The first area wns n ~~rsh fronting

on the Chesapeake Bny neer Soaford. Here ~ere seen the following:

gunnet, 1; block duck, 5; spotted s~ndpiper, 2; gre~ter ye11o~-legs, 10.
The second orea w~s the south shore of tho York River from York-

town west ~ few miles. The birds seen were 8S follows: common loon, 1;

horned grebe, 30; pied-billed grebe, 6; double-crested cormQrpnt, 57;
blue-winged tenl, 10; lesser sc~up, lOG; bufflehead, 202; ruddy duck,

259; hooded mergpnser, 5; red-breasted mergAnser, 6; osprey, 5; kill-

deer, 5; spotted sandpiper, 11; herring gull, 14; ring-billed gull, 25;

l~ughing gull, 450 (est.); kingfisher, 4; fish crow, 6; A higher
count of shore birds could undoubtedly h~ve been obtnined if more time

h~d been av~ilQble to cover the shore line thoroughly. A good view
wp-s had of ~ number of SCAupsthrough Q 20x, 6Omm. spotting scope,

and 011 th~t were exnmined c~refu11y were lesser SC8UpS.

Hopewell, Prince George Co.: Two Cnspinn terns were identified on
the J~~es River here on April 24 and were exnmined f0r saroD time ns

they dove for fish. They were with A rAther 1prge flock of B0nep~rte's

gulls.

Hnmpden-Syoney, Vir~inia

- .. - 00000

NEW MEMBERS OF THE V. S. O.

A list of new members received since the pub1ic~tion of the mem-
bership list in the Jl'1nut1ry-Februnryissue of THE RAVEN follows:

Cnptoin R. H. Blcir

Lt. (Jr.) C. H. Blair
Dr. T. C. Brndshaw

East Hundred, Cobhf:m, Vo.

.if.P.O., NO\7 York,"N. Y.

% First Nationp1 Bnnk Bldg., B1ockstone,Va.



Pf\86 38 May-June, 1949

~~ss Ruth Bredekamp
Mr. Frnp~ C. Cross

Mrs. J. D. DeJornett

I>JIrs.Keith Gr~nt
Nass Muriel Hegwood

Mr. John M. Irvine,Jr.
Mr. Kenneth R. Lawless

Mrs. The mf' Y. LehI:1~nn

Il.tissKntherino M. Lewis

THE &WEN

3731 S. Second St., Lrlington, VA.

9413 Secono Av., Silver Springs,1~.

Box 230, Rt. 5, Lynchburg, Vp..

606 Cabel Av., University, Va.

RAdford, Va.

Wexfard, Pa.
Univ. H~ll, Univ.

2618 Crystnl

% Mrs. C. W.

of VP.., Charlottes-
'lille

Spring .Av., Rot'noke, VA.
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FIN1J.NCIi~ ffi;PORT OJf THE Tm:i~SURER OF THE
VIHGINI.1.. SOCIETY OF ORNITHOLOGY

FOR THE YEAR 1948

llliCEIPTS

BalAnce on hand Jenup.ry 1, 1948

Received f0r membership dues
Received for bock issues of THE RjiVEN

Received speci~l contribution (W~. Hnrold H. Briley)
Totel

DISBURS~1ENTS

Issues of THE RJ.VEN
P,.,strge
Stntionery
Supplie s

Express chorges (shipping typewriter)

Nf\tionp.lAudubon Society, N. Y., Dues to Oct. 1948
" "" 1949

Expenses Annual Meeting 1948 -Prof. Ml"urice Br()oks
Guest tickets for dinner

$138.12
201.00
5.?5

10.00
$354.87

$57.00
25.85
66.25
?13
3.91
10.00
10.00
25.00
6.00

$211.14

B~lance in the Stp.te-PlrntersBt'nk& Trust Co., Richmond, Va.
DeceMber 31, 1948 $143.73

- - --

w. Edwin NaIler, Treasurer
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NESTTIJG HABITS OF THE RAVEN TIJ ROCKBRlOOE COUNT'{
By J. J. Murray

Beside a nest high up in a cliff on White Rock Mountain sits a
female Raven. On the mountain-side thp.tdrops steeply away from the
cliff the trees are venturing into tender green leaf. Through the
treetops pioneer warblers are working their way northward - Block«
Vfuites. Parules. and Black-throated Greens. with some belated ~1yrtles.
A Scarlet Tanager's strident song is heard, and tho explosive but mus-
ical scream of a Crested Flycatcher, while from a dead tree on tho

ridge a Pileoted Woodpecker calls its hORrse "whucker-whucker-whucker."
Below the woods the Raven sees the signs of a civilization in which it

has no part: the open pastures where the cettle feed, the borns where

they shelter, and the hom8s of their human masters. Farther still is

a glimpse of the winding ribbon of Righl/ay 60, TIith its passing cars.
Across the volley risos the magnificent double bulk of House Mountain;
and in the haze of the horizon stretches the long line of the Blue

Ridge.

On her perch on tho ledge the Roven ruffles her feathers and

opens them to the warm April sunshine, while sho wEtches the slope of
the mountoin for approaching f:Jnernies. High above her swings her mHte

in search of food. The eggs on which she sat through the cool days

of lote Mr.rch rnd errly April hnvo no'::'hAtched. With the food that
she rnd her mrte hrve been prcking down their blood-red throl"'ts,the

young R/lvenshpve been growing f('st. Before hnlf the d('~rs of IoJIayhrove

gone, they will levve th9 nesting ledge nnd go out to increase the
R"ven popull"'tionof this bef"\utifulmountnin country.

There is probAbly no section in the eastern United States where
the Raven is ~ore common th('n in Rockbridge County, Virginia. Either
Rf1vens vre 0:1 the increese.in recent ye6rs in the Southern Appalachians,

or there were alwAYs more birds then was generally thought. The former

alternative is probably the true one. This increase may come in part

from the fact that larger birds are n,t so mercilessly persecuted as
in earlier dAYs. At lcast along the Blue Ridge Parkway, the increase

m~y be due to greater ebundonce of food, beCAuse of scrops left at
the camps and picnic grounds by tourists. At any rete, in Rockbridge

County, which is the roughest and wildest county Along the mAin V8lley
highway, this great bird has become f~millar to ~ll students. I even
see thorn occnsionplly flying high over my yard in Lexington. Some

yenrs ago (in 1940) I had reports from some mountt:ineerscutting
chestnut 1700d in the Blue Rioge of fJil p.lbino Reven which they hnd seen
fre quently.

With all this, however, it is not easy to locFte a Raven's nest;
and it is still more difficult t~ reach one when located. At present

we hnve three nesting sitbS under observntion in Rockbridge C')unty,
and hr.ve two other pairs norrowed down to a fp.irlysmnll area. One
of the knwm sites hrs been shown to V. s. O. groups. For obvious
reasons, I. sh!'ll not locf\te the others at elldefinitely.

--
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The nesting site of the Reven is alweys very inAccessible, even

though at times it mpy be in plain view. The V. S. O. site is the
only one I heve seen that can be reached without ropes. In this

section the nest is nlwoys built on a nrotected shelf in a cliff.

Some of the older mountoineers h~ve told me of soeing nests in pines,

but they may have confuseq these with crow nests. Beiley states
that in Giles County they breed in lerge 'balsams.' The cliff in

which the nest is locr-ted is normPlly a sheer one, of rather solid

rock, with no slanting crevices that CAn be cli!ribed,~nd from 75 to
100 feet in height. The nest is pIeced from 30 to 60 feet from the

bottom of the cliff. Inveriably in my experience there is sbove the

nest shelf an overhang projecting for six feet or more, end there is

either n projection below the shelf or the shelf is deep, pith the
nest ct the back of it. In only one cnse thnt I heve seen cnn one

Qctuully look into the nest from any v~~nt~ge point on the cliff.

Sometimes a view con be secured by cli~bing <-tree gro~ing nerr tho
base of the cliff. In the letest location to be discovered there is

not only an overhang ObO¥0 end e projection bolo~ the nest but there
are stone buttrasses at ench side to hide the nest. The outer mater-
ial of the nest could be seen but no view of its contents could bo

securod. Interestingly enough, the incub~ting Rrven could lo~k down
upon errs prssing ulong 0 hard-surfLced roe.d not 200 yrrds froD the
nest.

A nesting cliff is apparently used again and again, even if, as

in the case of whet I have called the V. S. O. nest, the birds are
much distrubed by visitors. For this nest the Ravens have two cliff

sites on the seme mountf'in, not ffJr aport, 1.Vhicl1they use, alternat-

ing bet~een them vs a generel rule but sometimes sticking to tho
same cliff for two yep.rs at 0 time. Here we kno~ that the birds

hove roiscd frumilies of young for twelve yenrs; probobly, of course,
for a ~ch longer period. One of these t~o loc~tions is the most

accessible sito that I hnve known Revens to use. The nest of this

pnir h~s been visitod every yeAr since it WAS discovered in 1938 with-

out driving the birds away. In the latest nesting site, discovered
this year, an old n~st on a shelf some ten feet awpy ir:dicntes that
the site is not 0 ne~ one.

The V. S. o. nest, first discovered by ~I~. ~ocob H. Hostetter,
was unusunl in two respects, that it wps very lo~, being only 20 feet

from tho bese of the cliff, and th~t it w~s on 0 very sh~llow shelf,
about 18 inches deep. In other respects it roPy serve r.s a typical
nest for ~ description. In over-rll mepsure~ents it WPs ebout five

feet long and 18 inches ..ide, this being the full ~idth of the shelf,
and 10 inches deep. In inside measurements it pos 8 or 9 inches ~_

cross ond 7 inches deep. It consisted of a m~ss of sticks, varying
from £ of ~n incl1 in dioIDuter down to twigs. In tho outor lryer the

sticks -.,ere loosely put together, ~7ith pieces of vj ne hrlnging do:m
from the mass. Some of the m~terinl hrd broken loose Fnd fpllon to

tho ground. The inside cup Wf',Stightly built, lined '/:1th grr-pe and
cednr b('lrk,soft lichens, and short animol hairs. In other n6sts I

hrve seen soft grnsses, fenthers, t'md sheep's wool. About this nost,
as with most of thom, there hung a distinctly unplerse.nt odor.

- - -"""-- - ---
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Eggs ere usually laid during the first half of March. One nest
visited on February 28, 1944, was empty but Apparently ready for eggs.
On March 16 it had six eggs, arranged in two rows of three each. At

the nest just discovered this spring the bird seemed to be incuboting

on March 22. The eggs ordinarily hatch early in April, alth0ugh Col.

R. P. Crrroll reported fairly large Y0ung in a nest on March 28, 1943.

Even though more eggs are laid I have never known more th~n five young
to be reared. The young leAve the nest from early to middle May. 1~.
Hostetter told me that the birds did not.lenve the nest in 1932 until

May 20, which according to him wns l~ter than usual. I have seen
young almost nrkQd on April 18 ( in 1938), and 8lmost grown an April
19 (in 1947). The inside of th~ mouths of young birds is blood red.

The adult Roven is a voraci0us and even a filthy feeder. I know

of no living creature that is more ne~rly omniv0rous. The Y0ung are
given 0 wide veriety of Anim~l food. I gpthered for anolysis a hr.nd-

ful of bones at the base of ~ nesting cliff in 1942, ~nd a handful nt
another nest in 1943. The contents were listed ps follows:

1942:
-----. 10 flying squirrels

1 N')rv;~yrat

1 adult grFY squirrel

1 squirrel, probrbly a young gr(1Y squiITel
1 mourning dcve
1 blue jay, and 1 unidentified bird of the some size
1 c01ubrinG SD8ke

sh0rt-horned grasshoppers

1943: 6 flying squirrels
1 bird of blue joy size

1 ruffed grouse

In each case a Polygyrn snail shell WAS present, but as they ore a-

bundcnt on the mountain sides th8Y mey n~t have cmne from the nest.

It vnuld be interesting to know hav:much of this mnteriGl wes tl1ken

oliva; some 01'it undoubtedly wes. R['vens share \'",'1th Turkey Vultures

the hrbi t of gr1thering freshl~~-killod prey ..,nhighr,r:ysin the mount-

oins. I hf1ve twice pr>ssed in (1 c:>ra Reven by the side of Route 60
nt the top of the Blue Ridge without frightening it up from its meal.

The chief reason thfltthe Rp.venhas survived 8nd even increAsed
in this section, with the hnnd af I:1'mso long egainst it, is its ex-
ceeding vmriness. It is impossible to come anywhere near a nest

without being noticed by the birds. When the visitor is still at a
distflnce, the bird will leave the nest. Then, as long as the intrud-

ers are in the neighborhood, both birds will fly Around, occasionally

stopping in a tree at a safe distence, and ~ill call frequently.
Unless incubAtion is well advanced or there are very small birds to

brood, the bird will not return to the nest while one is in sight.
Large birds, such as vultures or hauks, which approach the nest are

promptly driven away. Only in the case of the Duck Hawk, which oc-

--- - --- -
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casionally nests n6Hr the Ravens, is there an us easy armistice. ~ven

with these the truce is apt to be broken at flny time ond a battle en-

sue. In such cases the Duck Hawk seems to be the aggressor.

The Roven is so shrewd ond powerful flbird th~t it does not

suffer too much from its naturpl enemies, either living or elelnent~l.

Its chief danger is from the pressure of civilization. Even th~t,

however, the Raven, if given a dec0i1t chance, c('n stand. If man will
cease his deliberate persecution, there seems to be no reason why this

magnificent bird mry not continue to be a striking fe~ture 0f our

mount~in Ipndsc('pe rind even re-enter l:1U.ch of its farmor rrnge.

Lexington, Virginia

'(ReAd at the Annual Meeting of the V. S. 0., Ch~'rlottesville, Va.,

Mf'Y 20, 1949)

- - - 000 - - -

NOTES ON SOIv1ENESTING WARBLERS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

By John w. ~furray & Robert J. Watson

The following notes were compiled during a tpo-day trip made on

June 19 and 20, 1949, to two of the lesser-kno~n regions of Montgom-
ery County. Despite the great amount of ornithological research

which has been done in Montgomery County, it appears that these t~o

regions ha~e been almost entirely neglected from an ornithological
standpojnt.

The first of these two regions which we visited on this trip
was Poor MOQ~tain, located in the southeast corner of the County.

The greater port of this mountain is in }~anoke County, but the

westernmost tip of it projects into Montgomery County and, rising to
a h~ight of just over 3,100 foet, forms the highest point in the
County. Th!; area covered in our survey was the summit oi'the Mont-

gomery County portion, from the fire tower northenstm,rd along the
crest of the mountain for a distance of approximately a mile. This
region was covered in an overnight trip lasting from the late after-

noon 01' June 19 to early in the morning of June 20.

The other region visitad >.'usGap Ivlountuin,"hic~lwe surv0yed
rathermore briefly on .Tune 20, immedivtely vfter leuving Poor I~io1Jnt-
ain. G~p Mountain is a lower ridge with a mLximurn elevotiorc of about
3,000 feet, ~vhich runs vlong the northwestern border :)f the County
and forms part of the Montgomery-Giles boundary. We covered only D

smp-Il plJrt of this m'Juntain, extending not over tno miles 1.7Gstward
along the top of the mountein from U. S. Highway 460. .Anearlier
survey of this region,mode on June 24, 1948, or.d r.Qvering a con-
siderAbly lArger pDrtion of the mountAin, hr's nlrer "1~vbeen published
(ThG Roven, 1948, 19:52-54)

-- -
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In general, the bird life observed in these areAS WAS precisely

what one ~~uld expect to find in such regions and did not differ

appreciAbly from that of other simil~r p~rts of the County. However,

the f0llo~ing species observod on the trip seem worthy ;)f some menti~n.

Worm-enting Worbler. This species occurs regularly in Montfcm~ry

County as a breeding bird, but in general does not usually appear to
be particularly numerous. Its abundance on Gop Mountain may there-

fore be worth noting. From the frequency ~~th ..hichit was encour.t-

ered on both of the two Gap Mountain trips, this bird appears to be

CO~loner on Gap Mo~mtain than anT~here else in the County, and, to-

gether ~ith the ovenbird and the hooded warbler, is the commonest

warbler on the mountain. ~e also observed this species on Poor Mount-

ain, near the sur~it, at an elevation of perhaps 3,000 feet.

Chestnut-sided Warbler. The late Dr. E. A. Smyth, in his publish-
ed survey of Montgomery County birds (nBirds Observed in Montgomery

County, Virginia", The Auk, 1912, 29:508-530), r~corded this species--
as a rnigroLt and occasioncl breeding bird; he gives two nesting rec-

ords, both for May 23, 1909, as his only breeding records (p. 524).

He does not state ~here these two records w~e obtained. Since than

it has not, so far ~s we know, been rocorded ns D breeding bird from
the County.

We found this species abundant on the SQ~:it of Poor Mountain.

An electric power line, ruIL~inG westward, crosses the mountain top

within a few ynrds of the fire to~er. blong the power line ~nd p,-
rouno the fire tow8r, the forest growth hflS beAn cut 8W~y And has

been r8pl~ced by a bushy growth ~f shrubbery sa~ five or six feet
high which for~s rn idepl hebitrt for this bird. At ler-st a hplf

dozen singing ~ples couln be her'rd within n few hundred YAros of the

fire tower. Doubtless this species nests regulrrly in this region.

Black-throuted Blue Worbler. Both this and the next species are

recorded by Smyth (IOC:-cit.) merely as migrants, and we know of no
previous nesting records from Montgomery County for this species.

However, three or four singing males (doubtless cairnsi) were ob-

served on Poor Mountain along the mile or so of roadway ~lnning
northeastward from the firetower.

In this connection, it might be mentioned that a VPI student,

Mr. Willis C. Royall, Jr., of Salem, Virginia, reported seeing a
singing male of this specibs on June 8, 1949, on top of Brush Mount-
ain, near the fire to\7er, at an elevation of approximately 2,600 l't.

Block-throcted Green Warbler. Somo\lhAt to our surprise, we did

not find this species on Poor Mountain. Ho~ever, one singing male
was obsol~ed on Gap Mountain, et D point just bolow the crest of

the mountain on the Montgomery County side, approximately two miles

WGst of IIighwBY 460. An ecrlier record (June 24, 1948) of a singing
mole of this species from almost this same locAtion has already been

- --- - --
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published (The Raven, 1948, 19:53). This second record suggosts that
the earlier record was not D more freAk ond thRt this species is prob-

ably a regulrr, though uncommon, breeding bird in this little-known
section of (Inotherwise well-worked county.

In conclusion, one finel observntion, though not medc in Mont-

gomel~ Cou~ty, might b0 D~ntioned. On June 20, as \7ewero lenving

"Tony's Cflve", in Giles County, \7herewe hed gone to ept our lunch,
we obsel~ed a singing Least FlycDtcher perched in A lerge ppple tree

on the ohar side of Sinking Creek. Tony's Ceve is loceted alonG Sink-

ing Creek at the fnot of Svlt Pond Mountain, p few hundred y~rds f~~m
where the MountPin Lf'ke ropd brf1nches off 1'ror:.:U. s. Route 460. The

elevntion here is F1bout 2,OCO feet. While the Lerlst Flycr,tcher is,
of course, of rogul~r occurrence in the vicinity of Mount2inL~ke,
a few miles distAnt, at pn elevDtion of 4,000 feet or more, it seems

slightly unusunl to find it at such 0 low elevption.

BlccksburG, Virginia

- - - 000 - - -

IN II,lliMORIiJh- ELI~J3ETH HARrIl'! SHl..W

By Adv Dandridge Boll

On July 18, 1949, de8th removed from our midst one of the most

active !:lol'!lbers of the Virginia Society of Ornitho10gy, ElizebE;th
Mertin Shew (Mrs. Frecerick Willi/'m Show).

Elizabeth Mnrtin 'i.'ps born in Independence, Kpns8s, .<'!ndspont
her girlhood. in tht"t pll'ce, FJrt Scott rmd Fort Lenv6i1worth. In
1909 she mr.rriedDr. Frederick Willipm Show. In 1911 Dr. ShG~'s

nrmy c1uties t.:)ok thoPl to the Philippine Islr'nds v'here thuy lived
far t.m Y8"rs. During [' pnrt of thf,t time V.rs. 3h[:.1'; tr;ught the na-
tive girls hr,ndwork. On their return to Americr-! they spent Dbout eo
ye~r in the N~vp.jo Indipn Reservrtian in Ne~ Mexico. While ~~s. Show
h[1<:plw"'ysloved tho TIildbirds, it vms there thf"t the unfpr:lilir>r
birds sa fnscin~tec1hor ns to inspire the seri')usstudy of bird life
tht"tmf"deher such pn nuth0rity in th~t fioln. She lived for some
time in RolIn, Missouri, whore her husb8nd tnu~ht in the School of
Mines Rnd MetAllurgy. Then in 1924 Dr. Shaw Accopten n prof88s0r-
ship r-t the Medicnl C0Hege of Virginia, '71hic11 he heB until tis
death c few ye~':rs Pgo.

So grent WFS Mrs. Shnw's kn0wledge of birds thrt she vms in
oemenn ns p;spepker on thpt subject before the g~rdE...nclubs of Rich-
mond ond vicinity, p.ndher interest in npture "'n~her love for young
people 180 her to 00 volunteer work Ivith the Richm')nd Public SCI1:')ols
rmd the Girl Scouts, tnking the children on bird welks 2m' thus open-
ing to them the beauties end the wonders of the l'iorld of nature.
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Not only was she one of the earliest members of the Virginia

Society of Ornithology, but so active was her interest that for many
of us to think of V. S. O. was to think of N~s. Shaw. She used to

attend the meetings of the Wilson Bird Club And, though for the pnst

few years she was unable to wRlk without the aid of crutches, she
attended the annu81 meetings of the V. S. O. She h?d just returned

from the meeting of the Brooks Bird Club at Jones' Spring, West Vir-

ginia when she was stricken. Such '~DS her enthusiasm that during
her last illness she was hoping that she might go on the V. S. O.

field trip in August.

She was never too busy to respond to the needs of less export

bird students, but in response to phone c8l1s such as, "Wh8t bird is

this in my Jrerd?"she would cheerfully And pAinstakingly tell the
novice just hm7 to proceed and what points to look for in identifying

birds. Her s~3et and gentle ~ays, her knovled~e end love of nAture,
and her deuntless courage endcpred her to all ~ho knew her And made

her a valuable member of this society. Her place cQnnot be filled,
and all of us shnl1 miss her s~d1y.

Richmon~, Virginia

- - - 000 - - -

NOTB8 ON ,JPRING ",lIGRhTION AT CHARLOTTESVDLE
By Charles E. Stevens,Jr.

It White-winged Scotur in juvenile plumage nppeared on Henley's

Lake, a 25-ncre pond ubout 12 miles \i'€stof Chr.rlottesville,on JF;n-
uary 24, 1949, ~hero it ..8S joined by another juvenile bird on Feb-

ruary 16. The t..o ducks were usually seen together pnd ~ere rnther

difficult to flush. Their plumage brightened noticevbly towArds

e8rly .April, r;nd they seemed nppAr6ntly of the s[~me sex. They were
lost observec':on April 22 by Kennoth Lm'!less.

This is the first record 01'the bird for 1s.lbemnr1eCounty, Dnd
one of the few records for in18nd Virginia. T~o other recor~s which

I know of nre: five birfs 8t Lynchburg, April 24, 1940 (Reven, 1940,

p. 43), end An ixn.'I1fture femr1e t1tBlpcksburg, Mpy 9, 1943 (Roven, 1945,
p. '77).

On May 7, 1949, Konneth Lav;less, R. J. WDtson, nnd the ~riter

observed f) singing Prothonotr.ry Wnrbler nt [\ smpll pond on Route 613
about t~o miles north'."estof Scottsville. The bird was probably a
trAnsient as it wns not found on later visits to the vicinity. This

occurrence is rem~rkAbly far inland. Fred R. Scott finrs it breer.ing
in the edge of the Piecmont ne8r Richmonn, and ~jorton Marsh?ll rec-
orded it in Appomattox County nenr PRmplin.

JQso of unusu81 note this spring WRS a seeminr,ly crippled' Junco

which remained on the University of Virginia grounds until a quite

---
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lote date. Seen several times in the vicinity of the Geology Build-

ing it wes first noted by Dean Ivey F. Lewis on ~~y 20, and was last

observed by R. J. ~atson on May 28.

Charlottesville, Virginia

- - - 000 - -

C..~UTIONURGED IlJOUTDOOR USE OF INSECTICIDES

"Reports of heavy mortality of birds, fish, frogs, crabs nnd
other mArine fJnd fresh ':~f>ter1 ife, Allegejly I.1S!lres'llt 0f insect-

icide dusts and sprays, has led the National pU0ubon Society to in-
vestigote the sitUfJtion'!;John H. BRker, presin.ent, sair'\toc1::-,y.His
complete stp.tement follo~s:

"For too 1i tt1e ottention has been poio to repef"ted 7.Trnint::sby

the U. S. Fish & Wi1~life Service anrt the DepRrtment of Agriculture

on the d~nger of employing certain new insecticides in heavy concen-
trations in outdoor areGs. With the expanding use of such poisons,

increosinf"ly serious ,1f1tlfge con be expected unless greet CFre is
token in dusting and sproying. These new insoctici':1es incluc.e DDT,
DDD, TEPP ond chlorinated comphene.

"These toxic agents in heavy applicationsnot only kill birds
and fish, but lead to heavy dostruction of bees nnd oth8r insects
valued by farwt.>rsand fruit-growers. LEnd fertilit~r r.lcy olso be af-
fected. Ivi th th\::: spring spraying season at hc!nd, the probleu is ur-
gent. It concerns hUllien ~e1f8re ~s well os wildlife.

"Surveys and experin;ents conducted by the U. S. Fish & \.ildlife
Service he'll.; der:.onstrcted how fond in whet concentrf;tions DDT r.:..ay
sBfely be us~d. Other organics h0ve not yot been fully tost~d.
Some of them are more dcladly thnn DDT to 71crm-blooded t.:.nimels. \iild-
life mortnlityhas been cited by scores of observursafter checking
the resultsof locpl insecticidesprryingond dusting. Such evidonce
confirms the hozarr.s of dronching outdoor 8rC~)S 'ii th the mow ins{~ct-
icides.

50% Bird Mortnlity from Insecticide

"Junong specific ex'-rr.p1es of destruction of wildlifo "'f s e rcouct-
ion of 50% or morc in the bird populf'tionin six days in a tost plot
in Texas, dusted ~ith 4.Z6 pounds of DDT to the acra. A r&duction of
65% took plfJce in six d-':"s Among common bird species in a Mery11'nd
woodlnnd troct, follo~in~ nerif'l tro~tmcnt ~ith D similar Amount.
Q.uf'il fed on diets conti'ill::'ng 10V' parcentr>@'8s of v<'rious new insEct-
icides did not begin to succumb until the eighth dr>y. DOf.ths con-
tinued Among them up to the 34th. dDY of the experiment.

- --
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"Heavy kills of fishand crabs occurred after aerial applications
where a8 little as i pound of DDT" to the acre of water was employed,

the poison beihg fatal to aquatic life in much lower concentrations

than to land animals. .

"Where lighter woodland opplicRtions of DDT than 2 pounds per

acre have been used, little or no animal mortality has epperently re-

sulted. Even in such c~ses, however, the destruction of all types
of insects by this toxic agent has occasionAlly been followed by

aphid or mite outbre~ks resulting from loss of naturel control by
other insects.

"A gre~t de~l more research is clevrly needed to establish the

value end limitations of orgAnic insecticides, and their sofe employ-

ment out of doors. There is no question but thnt certr.in crops have

benefited by the proper use of these p0isons, but eve~J prec~ution
should be tnken in their npplicotion ~t this 6~rly stAge of their

development.

Slow Action Fntel to Birds

"The peril of the new insecticides to birds lies in the fpct

that these org~nic poisons ~ct slowly. Somo of them heve residurl,

cumuletive effects. Birds usu~lly devour only living insects, but
poisoned ~nd ~~ison-lfden insects ~hich hAve not yet ffilccumbed Cfn

provide a fr.t8l diet for ~dult birds ond their young. A nest brought

to the Audubon Society's offices cont~ined four deod nestling r0bins,
surrounded by dead c~rri~n beetles whi~h hod in turn been poisoned.

"Adult birds may fly many miles froI:1a sproyed aree before they

are s~illed by the ~onvulsions which precede death from DDT. It
should also be borne in mind that insectivorous birds avoid or aban-

don any territory in which insect life has been pr~ctic~lly exterm-

inated. This expluins the disappearance of birds from many areas

subjected to repeeted heavy spraying. Practically all our land birds

are insectivorous in th8 nesting season.

ItThe opinions of many qualified officinls who have generously

coopereted in our survey eI:1phasizethat rigorous measures should be
token by f~rmers, municipal ~uthorities, gol~-course officiAls and

other private property owners to ovoid dAmage from using excessive
amounts of these poisons. The experience of the U. S. Fish & Wild-

life Service in tre~ting meny types of land should serve "s n depend-

able guide to scfe, effective concentrntions for various ~lrpos8s.

Most inportpnt of its findings is the conclusion that such poisons

should be used only when Dnd where they Are needod, and in the min-

imum qUFntities necessary to control the specific insect target.

Concentrations for Use over LFnd n.nd Water

"With regArd to DDT, the Fish & Wildlife Service recommends tho

use of less thon 1/5 pound per ecre over ~ater or mn.rsh, in oil sol-
ution, not in dust, to avoid kills o~ fish, crabs and cr~yfish. Less

-
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than 2 pounds of DDT per acre should be used even in forest areas,
to prevent death or injury to birds, frogs and mammals. On turf and

lawns heavily infested by Jppanese beetles, effective larvA control

can only be carried out by concentrntions os high as 20 or 25 pounds
of actu~l DDT per acre. This can be expected to toke a modernte to
severe toll of bird life.

"DDT should be applied in early spring for early insects and

not again until lete July or August, after the bird-nesting period,

to control late-appearing insocts. Tho extreme sensitivity of fish

and crabs to this poison mBkes its direct application inadvisable
on streams, lakes and coastal bays vJhere injury would be inflicted

on commercial or sport fishing, and on ducks, shorebirds and other

species which feed on aquatic animals.

- 000 - -

N'Ji:W$2 DUCK STAMP TO AID CONSERVATION

"Duck strnnps" required by law to be used by migrr-tory woterfowl
hunters over 16 yoprs of ~ge, will cost $2 this year under the terms
of the Jo~~son-Thompson Duck Strmp Bill TIhichwns prssad in the Slst.
Congress. Tho "duck str:mp" hl1s been sold for $1 since thE:; l('~vwos
first p~ssod in 1934. Tho Depprtment of the Interior's Fish and
Wildlife Service anticipl1tes thp,t the snle of stAmps will exceed

2,000,000, last year's record figure. The ndditionnl money obt~ined
fr~m the increased price will go to offset rising costs encountered

by the Fish end Wildlife Service in its efforts to exprnd the impor-
t~nt work on the conservAtion of wpterfowl. Ten per cent of the
money secured fr~m the sale of the stemps will be used princip~lly
for enforcement, the most import~'nt phose of wr-terfowl conservation.
This limitotion continuos budgetpry restrictions on grumelaw enforce-
m~nt, which hove been in effect for some time. Rising costs of equip-
ment, such as boats, automobiles and sideArms, necessary in the con-
servation program, will limit the number of new enforcement agents
that can be assignedto field work. A fe~ lp.nd negotiators and en-
gineers will be added to the present staff.

Additional ~evenues, however, will permit the Service to complete
developm6nt work on existing refuges and to acquire critical areas

along the important flyways. Rehabilitation ~ork on refuge struct-

ures, in many caSGS deleyod by the war, ~ill be the first step in
the program. Improv~ments of areas already under government o~ner-

ship ~ill provide additional food and protection for ducks and geese.
~v~lopment Qork is only pOl'tielly completed on many existing refuges
and on recently acquired are~s, work has not been started.

The nOQ amendment to the duck

of not more than 25 percent of the
at the discretion of the S~crbt8ry
lations are at favorable levels.

stamp bill will permit the opening
newly acquired areas to hunting -
of the Interior - when duck popu-

- - - -------
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The purchase ~nd development of these refuge ore~s will be cost-

ly. It will tA.ke seve~al years of duck stemp revenues to be able to

do it. The oroas to be improv~d have Already been tentp.tively sel-

ected, but st~te conservation dep~rtments will be consulted, Gnd pub-
lic heArings held, before purchases of lAnds are mede.

- - - 000

SPRING SEJ\SON - 1949 - VIRGINIA

By J. J. Murrey

(With this issue we begin a series of Senson Reports somewhflt

after the foshion of the regional reports in ~udubon Field Notes.

We p1nn to use not only the Virginia mnteril'l ~ppenring in J.udubon
Field Notes, but also n fuller selection of notes th~n cnn be used

in the 1imited spf1cein tht:t journal. The Editor rIill be glr>d to
hove reports from nll V. S. O. me~ers. It ~ill help if the mnterial

is crrrmged r<s in this erticle. Reports should be received by the
Editor not l~ter thpn the following dctes: for the Winter Season,
April 1; Spring Ser-son, June 1; SUmmer Senso~,August 15; Frll Soo-
son, December 1.)

The Spring Serson. Mnrch nnd April were ('bout normnl in temp-
erpture, rlthough oprly wo~ spells brought out the vegetrtion rhe~d

of nOrr:lf)l.The migrntion seems to hnve been spreod out, without

grcrt wnves of smnll birds, f'nd wps consequently r!:ther disp.ppointlng.

PelRplc Birds. stevens had a fe~ Common Loon records in May in
ChArlottesville. Scott sew 18 Common and 6 Red-throated Loons from
the Cepe ChGrles Ferry on April 19. He elso ssw 30 Earned Grebes in

York Co., on the S?ffi8date; but found them surprisingly scprco inland,
withwith only two records: 4 at CUrIes Neck end Hopewell, MArch 20,
end 2 at HAmpden-S~rdney,May 10. Stevens had feper Horned Grebes

th~n usu~l in Albemarle Co., with only four records, although Lawless

found 9 on March 25. There were 25 Gannets vt Virginia Beach, !~arch

20; and Scott SAW 69 from the Cape Charles Ferry and one in York Co.,
April 19. Following a hard northeestwind Jack Perkins saw 3 Brown
Pelicans at Sandbridge, neDr Back Bay, on May 10. Double-crested

Cormorants were co~~on at Hopewell through May, with a high count of

18 on May 15 (Scott). Scott counted 300 at Cepe Cherles, bpril 19;

the V. S. O. group saw one et Henley's Lake, ~lbem8rle Co., M~y 21;
and J. W. Tnylor saw one at Front Royel, May 29.

Herons, ~. The h~ron flight was poor at Back Bay (Perkins).
lJli~~ericr-n~gret on MDY ? was a first spring record for Hope~ell
(Scott). Five Grent Blues flore seen in a flight pt Lexingtonon
April 13 (Murray),th~ first record for more thRn 2 at A time. LAW-

less found the first Green Heron's nest for Albenerle, with 5 eggs
on Me.y28. The Black-crownedNight H8ron vms recorded at Chr>rlot tes-
villo on~pril 9 (male 8nd 2 females, April 28, F-nd1fuy1 (Stevens).

-- - --
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There w?s only one previous record. Max C~rpenter foun~ the Ycllow-

cro~nod Night Heron ~gain nenr Bridgewpter; he saw 3 on sevorol oc-

crsions in MAY, but could secure no nesting record. Lnw1ess secured
the second rnd third Albemprlc records for the Lenst Bittern; one at

Henley's on Mry 11, f'nd one fitH!"'tton,on the Jr'rnesRiver, on Moy 21.
One of the most interesting records for the seeson 'I\'~\s r:!pde ':7hen Mrs.

ThOr.1(1SP. Thor1pson, while crossing York River, sew whr't she vms sure
vms 11 Wood Ibis. She hAd r €"oo~ look with bin,:)cult1rs0nii compprec
it withthe ~icT,ure in Peters~n's Field Guide.

Wildfowl. 1wo flocks of Canada Geese pnssed over HAmpden-Sydney

on the night of MArch 25; one flock, apparently confused by the lights
of the college dor:mitories, circling the area for 15 minutes (Scott).

The high count at CurIes Neck was 3292 on March 2?, a decrepse from
last year. The wintering flock left the first week in Anril, but

migrating flocks were seen as late as M~y 1 (Scott). A flock remain-
ed at Henley'sLAl{e,near Charlottesville, until April 22 (Stevens).
The Snow Goose migration nas late at Back Boy. Some 10,000 were seen
on ME-rch 2?, 'tdth the last seen on .bpril12 (Perkins). A Snow Goose
and a Blue Goose, both adults, ..erelast seen at Curl~s Neck on
March 27 (Scott). Perkins sm, 10 Blue Geese at Back Bey on March 2?
and 2 (iIInlotures) on Mny 15. Gadwallswere 80en regularly,2 to 8
at e time, in ~bemarle through April 13 (Stevens); end Scott sow 2
on J..pril9 ond on .i>.rril18 at Byrd Pork. T. \1. Donnolly ond N. Shel-
ton sa.. 8 young Mallardsat RoachesRun Sanctuaryon April 18. Perk-
ins saw a pair of Boldpates at Back Bay on May 15, but was not oble
to determine whether they were nesting. This species passed through
Mchmond rather late, 2 being seen at Byrd Park t's lote f~S May 20
(Scott). It was more co~on thvn usual in l~bemorle; ~nd a few were
seen as late as May 21 (Jtevens). Feb. 26 was the earliest date and
May 3 tho latest at Lexington. The Pintcil, usually scrrce in Jube-
merle, was seen 8 times, with high counts at Henley's of 18 on March
5 (Lawless) end 24 on M~rch 10 (Stevens). Green-winged Tepl, ordi-
n~rily sc~rce in Albemrrle,were noted 6 times, wit3 9 on Y£rch 18,
Dnd n very It..te m~11e on Mr-y 11 (Lawless). Two smr.ll flocks were seen
at Curles Neck, ~Drch 20 Fnd April 10, where it hos been rDre fo~ meny

yeArs. Perkins hAd severnl unverified reports of Blue-winged Teals
nesting At Dt>mNeck, !leer&ck Bny, both this t'nd last yer>r. This
species was more common thon uSURl in Albem"rl€, but only ff'irly com-
mon ~t Richmond. It ~ps common up to MRY 3 nt Lexington. Wood Ducks
ore definitely incre~sing Around Lexington. ~o Shovellers were seen
ot Ranches Run SFnctu~ry, nerr J\lexDndrin,on Mprch 5. This species,
of which there hp.dbeen only one previo~s loc~l record, w~s found
sevorol times, Mf~rch 11-18, in Albemnrle. Twenty Ring-necked Ducks
were seen ct Dyl(e on j,pril 10. Two Grer!ter Scpup v.cere c<"1refully
identified by Scott at Richmond on Mprch 6 f'nd 20. Lesser Sct'ups
wero present in Richmond until M:'y 28 :>nd in Albm:lf1rle until Mry 29.
High COQ~ts in the Hope~ell-Curles Neck pre~ were l?? on April 24

find 206 on VIPy1. In Llbemrrle the Golden-eye nr-s pmpzingly sCflrce
this yeAr, while Bufflehet'dsFInd Hooded f'nd Red-breflsted Mergnnsers
were less common thAn usu~l. Scott hod two inland Oln-squaw records:

- -- --- --- -
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Hopewell, IJarch 20, and Byrd Park, April 14. Ruddy Ducks stayed in

the Hopewell area until May 15, ~ith a high count of 445 on MArch

27 (Scott). The kmericcn Merganser was noted at Lexington on ~eb-
ruary 28 (3 males and 4 females) and on ~~rch 8 (5). Red-breasted

Mergansers were fairly common in the Richmond area until June 8
(Scott).

Birds of Prey. Scott made a remarkable count of 337 Black Vult-

ures on ~8Y 7 at Shirley, on the ~ames. The birds were g~thered
about the refuse from nets after a day's commercial fishing. Le~le8s

found a Bleck Vulture's nest near Farmington, which hAd one egg on

April 23 and e hissing, downy youngster on ~~y 31. ChFrlss Plrtt
reports a young Red-tail out of the nest in Albemarle on May 12.

Scott end John Irvine saw a Pigeon Hawk at Henley' 8 Lflke, IJ.bemorle,
on April 11.

Rails and Shorebirds. Th& high count of Coots at Byrd Park, 97
on M~rch 13, WAS the lo~e3t for ye~rs (Scott). There were 7 ot ROACh-

es Run on Merch 5. A King R~i1 was seon ~t Front ROYR1, ~Py 29 (J.W.
Taylor). ~ very early Y~11deernest, with 4 eggs, wps found by M~jor
hbbott at Fort Belvoir, ~orch 17. L Semip~lmpted Plover nt the White-
h~ll gr~vel pits on MAY 25 was ~ first rGc~rd for Albemer1e (stevens).
Two Semipnlmnted Sandpipers on Mpy 28 mede the second record for _~-

hemArle County. The shorebird migr~ti0n WRS very poor at BACk Bey
except for YelloTI-leps rnd Snipe, the latter being more nUI~er0US thrn

usu~l in lAte Lpril. There were fe~ shorebirds at RichF.ond, the only

interesting item being p flock of 20 Lesser Y8llow-Iogs, with 6 Greet-
er Yellow-legs at CurIes Neck, 1~y 1 (Sc~tt). l~rray collected P.

White-rumped Sandpiper on May 23 at Cpmer0n's Pond, necr Lexington,
a second record for Rockbridgo C~unty.

Gulls end T&rns. The last Herring Gull at Hopewell ~AS seen on

April 16. Ring-billed Gulls were more common in the Hopewell-CUrIes

Neck area, with a high count of 861 on March 20, including one flock
of 350 birds at CUrIes Neck (Scott). 4 Laughing Gull at Hopo~ell on
May 15 is a first spring record (Scott). Bonaporte's Gulls ~ere

co~~n at Hopewell, April 16 to May 29, with a high count of 57 on
April 24 (SCott). Stevens recorded four gulls - Herring, Ring-billed,
Laughing, and Bonaparte's - in lubemarle this spring. One Bonaparto's
Gull was seen on May 4 at a smell fishpond on the Womeldorf F~rm near

Lexington. Caspian Terns ~ere reported os follows: 2 at Hopewell,
April 24 (Scott); 8 at Ronches Run, April 7 (Donnelly); 3 at Four
M[le Run, April 18; 4 at ~ke, April 20; and one at Henley's Lake,
May 1, first Albemarle County record (Lawless). A Common Tern was
seen at Henley's LAke, hpril 13.

Land Birds. Scott found on immature Prairie Horned Lark, just
a few dnys out of the nest, at CurIes Neck on May 7. This is nuch
the farthest east record for breeding in Virginia. In the Richmond
area the Tree Swo1lows migrated early, and the ~9~~ SwDllows late.
A Cliff SWAllow, rare in that area, ~s seen on May 29 at CUrIes Neck.

- - -
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The first Phoebe was seen at Fort Belvoir on March 5 and at Arling-
ton on lvlarch6. The lnsh Crow seems to be fflirly com.rnonin Piedmont

Virginia and even in the central part of the Valley, but few nests
are known. Lvwless found one this spring in a pine nevI' Scott Stad-

ium at the University of Virginia. The Red-breasted Nuthrtch wes
seen at Foirfex through April 21. Three Short-billed Marsh Wrens

were found at CUrles Neck on Moy 15 and 20 (Scott); And one in a

wet meodow at Hp.tton, 1~bem6rle County, on Mny 21 (Stevens). Law-

less snw n late Hermit Thrush at Chnrlottesvillo on M~y 7; nnd

Stevens saw nne henrd (IGroy-cheekad Thrush there on MAY 28 end 31.
The high count for Pipits at CUrles Neck WAS of 400 on r~rch 13.

Shrikes were feeding young at Richr.1ondon MI".y22; and young were

out of the nest in j\lbemerle on MAY 7. lfurrny saw 0 \~ite-eyed

Vireo at the foot of House Mountr.in, Rockbridge County, on Mpy 15.
Scott snw (J Blue-winged Worblor nt CUrles Neck on I1/iny1 end on

M[\y 15. He found a Pine Warbler's nest ':"lithyoung nt Swift Croek,
April 18. Block-p~lls rero~ined at Richmond until June 8. A Pro-

thonot~ry WArbler, seen and herrd in May nt Scottsville by Stevens,
is much the fnrthest inlond ~ocord for VirginiR. Scott counted 37
Yellow-throated Wf'rblers in the RichI:1(md-Hopewell are!", Mprch 27.
A Nashville W~rblcr, rp,re in the orea, was seen at Lexington on

May 2. Ruskin Freer, in his weekly colu::min the Lynchburg ~
reported flocks of Siskins on his lewn in Lynchburg on severnl

days during the spring; Murrny smy 20 at Lexington on April 11;

there wes a light inv~sion in Albem~r18 fr~m March 15 to M~y 5,
with e m8xi~~~ of 39 on April 14 (Stevens); and there wes a mp.xi~m
count at Dyke of 50 on April 20 (Dannelly). Dickcissels have now

apperrod at CUrIes Neck for tho f0urth successive year, one being
first seen by Scott on May 7 end up to 3 by May 20. A new c010ny

of Henslow's Sparrows, with abaut 6 singing birds, was found by

Stevens na"r Scottsville. A Savcnnc.h Sparrow flew in 8 dormitory
window et H"mpden-Sydney College on the foggy night of Morch 25.

Lexington, Virginia

- - - 000- - -
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v. S. O. FALL FIELD TRIP TO BACK BAY
By Charles E. stevens Jr.

On AU8ust 20 a party of 14 (Misses Reevely, Tomkins,
and Woodson, 1~s. Floy Barefield, Cooper Barefield, R; J.'
Beasley, F. R. Scott, Kenneth Lawless, Dr. J. H. Grey,Jr.,
Col. R. P. Carroll, Robert Paxton, Royster Lyle, Jr., W.
F. Minor, C. E. Stevens, Jr.) joined Jack. Perkins for a
field trip at the Back Bay National ~'lildli.feRefuge, mi-
grating shorebirds being the primary attraction. The
day was somewhat windy and drizzly in the A. M. Coverig
some of the Sand Bridge area, about 7 miles ef open beach,
the Wash Flats, and visiting Long Island, the group re-
corded 77 species.

Outstandingwere 4 early Great Black-backedGulls,
a few early Cedar Waxwings, ald the tremendous numbers
of Tree Swallows along the tele,hone wires back of the
beach. As usual, the number of shorebirds was not com-
parable witllthe amount that can be found on the East-
ern Shore at this season.

The day's list follows:

Pied-billed grebe, 1; double-crested cormoralt, 7;
great blue heron, 3; American egret, 34; snowy egret, 6;
La. heron, 1; little blue heron, 32; AnI.bittern, 3;
least bittern, 3; mallard, 7; black duck, 28; blue-winged
teal, 8; red-shouldered hawk, 1; bald eagle, 4; marsh
hawk, 1; osprey, 2; clapper rail, 1; semipalmated plov-
er, 21; black-bellied plover, 24; ruddy turnstone, 19;
Hudsonian curlew, 1; spotted sandpiper, 2; willet, 6;
greater yellow-leGs, 12; lesser yellow-legs, 28; knot,6;
least sandpiper, Ill; dowitcher, 17; semipalmated sand-
piper, 88; sanderling, 660 (est.); great black-backed
gull, 4; herring g~ul, 180 (est.); ring-billed gull, 43;
lauzhing 3ull, 220 (est.); gull-billed tern, 5; Fors-
ter's tern, 13; common tern, 82; least tern, 17; royal
torn, 10; Caspian tern, 29; black tern, 9; black skim-
mer, 4; mourning dove, 7; yellow-billed cuckoo, 1;
chimney swift, 4; hummingbird, 3; kingfisher, 3; flick-
er, 5; eastern kincbird, 28; tree swallor, 2470 (est.);
bank swallow, 5; barn swallow, 244 (est.); purple mar-
tin, 8; crow, 12; fish crow, 14; brown-headed nuthatch,'
3; house v~en, 2; Car. wren, 10; long-billed marsh wren,
4; short-billed marsh v~en, 9; catbird, 16; cedar wax- -

wing, 7; starling, 6; white-eyed vireo, 1; pine warbler,
3; yellow-throat, 27; bobolink, 165 (est.); meadowlark,
29; red-wing, 179 (est.); boat-tailed grackle, 1; card-
inal, 5; indigo bunting, 2; towhee, 2; Henslow's spar-
row, 2; sharp-tailed sparrow, 3; field sparrow, 14; song
sparrow, 24.

- - 0 0 0

- - - -- - -
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TV'IOUNUSUAL 1TESTING SITES OF THE SPARROW HAWK
By J. J. Murr ay

The Sparrow Hawk has been steadily increasing in
recent years in Rockbridge COlli1ty, Vireinia. Although
sharing t~e persecution to which all forms of hawks are
subjected, it has had a much easier time since the boun-
ty system was discontinued. This is an illustration of
the obvious fact that the only hawks the bounty system
succeeds in effectively reducing are the beneficial
species. In fact, it can probably be argued that the
success of the bounty plan is directlyproportionalto
the economically beneficial character of the hawk, the
little Sparrow Hawk being the worst sufferer, the Red-
tcil next, and the Cooper's Hawk least of all.

During the 1949 breed~ng season two pairs of Spar-
row Hawks in Rockbridge County chose unusual nesting
sites, both of these being in the town of Lexington.
Whether or not the choice of these sites was due to the
increase in Sparrow Hawks w1d the consequent increase
in competition within the species for suitable nesting
cavities, I would hesitate to say. It is not improb-
able that this is the case.

The first of these sites was on a shelf under the
eaves of Reid Hall, the Physics building on the cmnpus
of Washington and Lee University. At the back of the
building the roof has an overhang of two feet or more.
A,cornice shelf makes a deep recess, protected above
oo1dbelow and on two sides, the other sides being open.
The shelf is inaccessible, except with very long lad-
ders, to anything without wings. It is not even pos-
sible from any point in range to see into the i~~ermost
corner of'tho recess. Here a pair of S!JarrowRawles
have established themselvos. I first discoveredthis
nest in 1947, when I watched the birds carrying food to
the young. Last year I neglected to investigate the
site. This year again saw the birds going in and out.
I believe they were successful in raisins their brood.
The male bird often rexted in the similar recess at the
other corner of the building.

The second site is in the roof of the house where
I live. All spring a pair of Sparrow Hawks visited the
yard. From their actions, md particularly from the way
in which they battled with the Starlings, Jays, and Rob-'
ins, I was very early sure that they were trying to nest,
but could not find the cavity on which they had set their'
hearts. Two large locusts, one on each side of the house,

- --- - - - - -- --
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are full of old Flicker holes, thus serving as veritable
Starling tenement houses. One of these holes, which had
been enlarged by the breaking away of a branch from the
tree in a wind, was the first place I suspected the hawks
of using. For a long time my effobts to pin the birds
down were in vain. Often on hearing the hawks scream
their "killy-killy-killy-killy" I would step out the front
door, when they would promptly flyaway. Even when they
continu00 to circle above the house and to light in the
tops of the, locusts, they declined to disclose their se-
cret. EEped.ally in late afternoon we would hear them
call excitedly.and see them in skirmishes with their small-
er foes.

Finally one day, probably because incubation duties
were pressing, one of t he hawks let us see it go into the
nesting site, when it turned out that they were actually
rooming with us in our home. At the front of the Manse
the roof forms a steep gable, with the eaves overhanging
the brick walls some eighteen inches. In the point of
the gable is set a wooden ornament, six feet high, like
a ship's figure-head. Behind this figure-head, the brick
at the apex of the wall is missing. The hawks were en-
tering this opening, turning right through an opening in
the boxing of the eaves, and there finding a sheltered
and dry nesting place.

On May 2 the male hawk was on the eggs when I visited
the nest. There were four eggs, the final number laid.
I could get my face within eighteen inches of the sitting
bird. As has been the case in previous experiences, these'
Sparrow Hawks stuck closely to the nest. When I punched
this bird with a stick, he simply moved a little farther
back. It took a great deal of persuasion to make him
leave the nest; and he then returned almost at once to
the opening in the brick wall, haaging there as long as
I stayed in sight. Interestingly enough, a pair of Star-
lings had a nest in a similar cavity in the boxing on
the other side of t he opening in the wall, no more than
two feet from the nest of the hawks.

As the eggs were still unhatched on May 30, we real-
ized that something was wrong. The birds continued to
incubate, however, until we removed the eggs on June 20,
which means that they had stuck to their task for not
less than fifty days. We found that the eggs were ~dd-
led from the extrema he:ltth2:;~"8.!H') fromthe tin roof
just [l :few inches a:v'v,:; c:hem. 'I:~e,'-',t,arlingeggs in the
0p:!?oE;ite nest and in anot,lwr nGst ::'n. ~he attic met the
same fate.

-- ---- - ---
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Arthur C. Bent states that "the sparrow hawk :fre-
quently makes use o:fbuildings and bird boxes :forbreed-
ing purposes", but these two sites are the :first o:ftheir
kind in my own experience.

Lexington, Virginia

- - 0 0 0 - -

A F~WK FLIGHT OVER REDDISH KNOB
By Max Carpenter

(On September 17 observers were stationed on various
peaks o:fthe Blue Ridge, mostly in Maryland, in line with
a scheme organized by Chandler S. Robbins o:fthe Patuxent
Research Re:fuge :for a simultaneous count o:fhawks. Counts
were to be made :from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. and tabulated
by hal:f-hour periods.

Mr. and Mrs. Max Carpenter spent the day on Reddish
Knob in Augusta County, Virginia. The elevation o:f the
knob is 4398 :feet, with a 50 :foot tower. We quote parts
o:fhis letter giving the counts.)

It was a very :foggy morning, consequently we did
not leave :for the mOill1tainsuntil we were sure that we
could see. On the way up we were deJEwedby t he heating
o:fthe car, so that we were not able to start counting
until 11:00 o'clock. The tops of the peaks were sunny,
with haze all around the edge, covering the :foothills.
The temperature was 65-70 degrees.

The tabulation of hawks :follows.

9:30 - 1 Broad-winged hawk seen at foot of mountains
10:50 - 3 Red-shouldered hawks seen from ~le knob

11 - 11:30: 10 Red-shouldered; 65 Broad-winged; 8
unidentified (too far away)

11:30 - 12: 101 Broad-winged; 3 Red-shouldered;
1 Red-tailed; 19 unidentified (too :far
away)

12 - 12:30: 102 Broad-winged; 2 Red-shouldered; 1
Rough-leg (1); 1 Red-tailed; 3 unident-
ified (too :far away)

12:30 - 1: 82 Broad-winged; 4 Red-shouldered; 8
unidentified (too far away)

---
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1 - 1:30 : 70 Broad-winged; 2 Red-shouldered; 2
Osprey; 3 Cooper's; 2 unidentified (too
far away~

89 Broad-winged; 1 Red-shouldered; 14
unidentified (too high)

36 unidentified (haze started closing
in and hawks were very high)

3: 3 hawks unidentified (too high)

1:30 - 2

2 - 2:30 :

2:30

3:00 5': None seen

Summary of birds seen:

510 Broad-winged hawks
25 Red-shouldered "

2 Red-tailed "

3 Coouer's "
93 Unidentified "

2 Osprey
1 Rough-leg (?)

636 Total

Other species seen from Tower: 12 Slate-colored
juncos; 5 Chimney swifts; 1 Raven; 2 Pileated woodpeak-
ers (heard);5 Barn swallows.

Rt. 1, Dayton, Virginia

- - 0 0 0

NEWS AND NOTES

December Field Trip 2£ ~ y. 2. Q. The winter
field trip to Back Bay, to see the great concentr~tions
of ducks and geese ~~d particularly the Snow Geese and
Swans, will be held on December 3. The group will leave
Sandbridge, across the causeway from Pungo, at 7:00 A.M.
Headquarters for the trip will be the Essex House, Virg-
inia Beach. Each one will make his O~~ reservation with
the Essex House:- Room-rates-of J275O-With bath and $2.00
without bath have been made us. Lunch will probably be
served by one of the churches near Saodbridge. Water-

proof footwear f~d Plentf of warm clothes should be worn.Last year we struck a mi d~ay, but that rarely happens.
It can'be bitter cold in the trucks and in the boat. We
hope to have some members of the Brooks Bird Club of West
Virginia on the trip.

--..--....

-"

--- --
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lQ§Q y. !~ Q. Meeting. Next yearfs Annual Meeting,
according to the recent decision of t he Executive Commi t-
tee, will be held in Harrisonburg. The exact date ~as
not been settled, as we must fit in with the Virginia
Academy of Science and other meetings; but it will be in
either the first or second week in May. A very interest-
ing field trip, to include water birds as well as land
migran ts, has been plm ned.

--------

The Wilso~Ornithologi~ ~ Meetingfor ~ has
been set for April 28-30 at Jackson's Mill, West Virgin-
ia, where a cabin cronpsite should give simple but ample
accomodations. This is the nearest to our territory that
a meeting of the W. O. C. has ever been held, and should
offer a good opportunity to our members to attend.

-------..

Dowitchers at Saltville, Virginia. Roby C. Thompson,
Jr., of Abingdon, reports several Dowitchers seen on the
salt marshos at Saltville, Va., August 28, 1949. He and
two companions saw them several times that day. He writes:
"We at first thought them to be Snipes, but men they
flew we all three noticed thQt they had white extending
to their shoulders. One of my friends (Steve Russell)
identified them first and s?id that he had known the bird
before. While they were on theground we observed them at
about ten yards with 7x50 binoculars. One peculiar thing
we noticed was the sewing-machine-like movement of the
long bill." They also saw 12 Black Terns nnd some of
the more common sandpipers at the same time.

...-------

Cliff Swallows. On page 60 of the September-October,
1948, issue of ~ Raven, we reported several small col-
onies of Cliff Swallows and nsked for other reports.
Royster Lyle, Jr., reports two old nests, but of this
year, on a barn at the farm of Major E. A. Sale, in Rock-
bridge County near Natural Bridge. Max Carpenter furn-
ishes the following data for 1949 stations in the Bridge-
water region of Rockingham County: Bridgewater, July 3,
three pairs in Pope's barn; Montezuma, July 5, one nest
in Kyser's barn and six adults seen; Montezuma, July 11,
7 palrs in C. H. "Hilbert's barn; Montezuma, July 12, an
adult feeding 3 young at Glick's Mill; July 8, 25 nests
counted at Bell's barn at Spring Creek, the farmer stat-
ing that most of the nests had been made last year but
that the birds were run out by English Sparrows.

---
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MockingbirdFlashing !!! Wings. Much has appe~red
recently about a peculiarhabit of the Mockingbird,that
of flashing its wings as it feeds. Various interpreta-
tions of the purpose of this act have been given. On
July 13, on a very dark day, with a light rain falling,
I watched a Mockingbird going through this .perfcrmance.
It was feeding on the ground in a field that had just
been mowed. While I watched it for five minutes, the
bird flashed its wings frequently,ral.singthem and open-
ing them quickly, so that the white patch showed distinct-
ly and suddenly. One of the explanations that has been
given of this act is that it helps the bird to see insects
in the grass. Other birds feeding on the ground do not
seem to need such aid. This bird, when it flashed its
wings, usually had its head held high, not looking at the
ground at all, which led me to think that the purpose of
the flash is not to give additional light on the ground,
but simply to startle insects into flight so that they
will be easier to catch. J. J. Murray

- - 0 0 0 - -

1949 BREEDING-BIRD CENSUS, LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA

Open mixed hardwoods with grassy clearings. About
20 acres of open, lightly-grazed woodlot, with thick, rap-
idly growing undergrowth; 2 grass openings of 2t and It
acres; located three miles north of Lexington, Virginia.
First ccnsused in 1944. Coverage: March 28; April 2, 11,
18; May 5, 9, 16, 23, 28, 30; June 3, 18, 24; July 1, 4,
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14. Total, 36 hours~ WEATHER:
Spring n~rmal, except for early warm spells; June, hot
and dry; July, hot and hQ~id. Continued spread of Eleag-
nus sp. CENSUS: Field sparrow, 12 (2N, 6Y, 4P); cardinal,
g-r4N, 2Y, 3P); indigo bunting, 6 (IN, 2Y, 3P); blue-gray

gnatcatcher, 5 (IN, 4P); yellow-breasted chat, 5 (3N,lYt
IP); Carolina chickadee, 4 (IN, 2Y IP); cowbird, 4 (4P);
yellow-billed cuckoo, 3.5 (.5Y, 3P); wood pewee, 3.5 (IN,
2.5P); downy woodpeclrer, 3 (lY, 2P); Carolina wren, 3
(2Y, IP); goldfinch, 3 (3P); chippihg sparrow, 3 (IN,
2P); red-eyed vireo, 215 (IN, 1.5P); pr~irie warbler,
2.5 (lY, 1.5P); ruby-throated hummingbird, 2 (2P); phoebe,
10 (IN, IP); Acadian flycatcher, 2 (IN, IP); tufted tit-
mouse, 2 (IN, lY); yellow-throated vireo, 2 (lY, IP);
black and white warbler, 2 (lY, IP); cerulean w~rbler, 2
(2Y); ovenbird, 2 (lY, IP); summer tanager, 1.5 (1.5P);
bob~white, 1 (lP); screech owl, 1 (lY); crested flycatch-
er, 1 (lY); white-breasted nuthatch, 1 (lP); brown thrash-
er, I (IN); bluebird, 1 (lP); starling, 1 (lY); worm-eat-
ing warbler, 1 (lY); parula warbler, 1 (lY); Maryland

- -- ---
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yellow-throat, 1 (lP); hooded warbler, 1 (IN); redstart,
1 (lY); English sparrow, 1 (IN); blue grosbeak, 1 (IN);
towhee, 1 (lP); song sparrow, 1 (lY); Total, 40 species;
density, 102.5 pairs. 512 pairs per 100 acres (530 in
1944, 560 in 1945, 570 in 1946, 525 in 1947, 480 in 1948).
FREQUENT VISITORS: wood duck, turkey vulture, chimney
swift (roosted in cabin chimney, but did not nest), belt-
ed kingfisher, pileated woodpecker, red-bellied woodpeck-
er, yellow-shafted flicker, crow, mockingbird, catbird,
robin (large flocks in late su~ner, feeding on Eleagnus
berries), English sparrow, Baltimore oriole, orchard or-
iole. An unmated male red-headed woodpecker was present
through the early summer. The Carolina wren has not yet
recovered from losses of 1947-1948 winter. The male blue

grosbeak was a first year breeder, different from the old
male of 1948. J. J. Murray, Lexington, Virginia.

sm~ffiR SEASON - 1949 - VIRGINIA

By J. J. Murray

(The Season Reports for Virginia, inaugurated in the
last issue of The Raven, will be of greater interest if
more members of the V. S. O. will send in contributions.
Notes should be arranged according to groups of species
as in this and in the first of the reports. Reports on
the Fall Season, covering the migration period from mid-
August to mid-November, should be in the hands of the Ed-
itor by December 1.)

The Summer Season as a whole was abnormally hot, rec-
ords being brokcn on mQny days. June was dry; July very
humid. Early August brought cooler weather.

Pelagic Birds. Scott saw a pair of Pied-billed Grebes
in York County on June 22; C. E. Stevens, Jr. saw a pair
at Henley's Lake, Albemarle Co., July 12 end 14. A Wil-
son's Petrel, seen at the end of May by Dr. Paul Bartsch
and party, was of special interest since we have no prev-
ious Virginia coast records from the end of March to mid-
June. Two Double-crest8d Cormorants were seen at Chinco-
teague Croseway on July 23; Scott S8.Wone at Ycrl{towTI
and one at Hopewell on June 22, and James Murray, Jr. saw
one at Camp Monocan in Nelson County about July 15.

Herons. Checking the Chickahominy Swamp from a light
plane on June 6, Scott failed to find any evidence of the
egret rookeries formerly reported from this area. Be lo-
cated a flock of 13 American Egrets at Jones Hecl{, across
the Janes River from CU.rles Neck. American Egrets were
reported at A~xandria on May 21, 28 (2), and June 15 (10).
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High counts of American Egrets (30) and Snowy Egrets (20)
were made s.tChincoteague Causeway on August 6, and of
Little KLue Herons (70) at the same place on July 23< A
Li ttle B Lp..('Heron was seen at Cobb's Island on May 14,
and two Loulsiana Herons at Chincoteague CeusewRY on July
24. Lawless found the nest of a Green Heron with 5 eggs
in Albemarle County, May 28.

Ducks~ Scott gathered the following duck records
duringthe SW.Fne1'..all non..breeders, of course: 3 Lesser
Scaup in York County: June 22; 13 Ruddles in breeding
plumage on the Potomac near Dahigren, within 50 feet of
the Virginia shore; Red...breasted Merganser on June 8 at
Curles Neck and on June 22 near Yorktown.

Birds of Prel. Murray found a Turkey Vulture's nest
with 4 eggs-;--Aprl.l18.. in a cliff dong M::lUryRiver at Lex-
ington, and t~~e3 Sparrow Hawk nests: onG) apparently with
young, in a dead tree, May 3, and one, May 3, in an inacc-
essible shelf under the eaves of one of the buildings on
the campus of Washington and Lee University, and one in
the eaves of his home in Lexington, with four eggs on May
2, the eggs later being addled by heat from the roof.

Rails end Shorebirds. Clapper Rails had a success-
ful breeding season in-the marshes along Chincoteague
Causeway, 26, including many young, being seen on July 23,
and 30 on August 6. stevens and Lawless flushed a King
Rail in a wet meadow at H&tton, Albemarle County, on
Jmmes River, July 23. A pair of Coots was much in evi-
dence at Byrd Park throughout June (Scott). C. Clark saw
two Oyster-catchers over Chincoteague Bay, August 8. A
late downy Fiping Plover W8S seen at Chinc0teague Refuge,
July 3 (Buck9.lew,etc..) Murray found an early Killdeer
nest, with four eggs, ~pril 4, at Lexington. Stevens and
Lawless saw a Solitary Sandpiper at Hatton on July 23,
and Murray saw one at Caneron's Pond, Lexington, on July
6, that could have been going either north or south. Scott
found a Least Sandpiper in York County (on the Chesapeake)
on June 22, a very unusual date.

Terns. Scott found 15 Least Tern nests, in most of
which~he eGgs had recently hatched, on June 22 in York
County, on the Chesapeake.

Land Birds. Some very interesting extensions of the
knovmrang6- '::.r-"wveral birds were reported during the sum-
mer. The B:r(w:n .hf)a.d::d Nuthatch is HOVT1mc1m to breed at
Danville(Ht':l~;~e'l~ Ly.!_G.. JroJs much. fnc":lJ""l:' ",'lesttha:"1hith-
erto re.por.tf":d.fo:.: V5_.I'[;~Lnia.; The k:1.o't.J..ra'1ge o~ the Gfluck-
will's-.widovlhas been extended upward to Rie;hmo:nd, where
Scott found two pairs through the breeding season, one at

- ---
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Chesterfield Courthouse, and the other on the south bank
of the James. Several additional small colonies of Hens-
low's Sparrows near scottsville (Stev~ns), a few single
birds aroung Charlottesville (Stevens), and a number of
singing birds on June 19 around Winchester (Scott), would
indicate a considerable extension of range by this bird.
The Valley records are particularly ihteresting. Lyle
found a Prairie Horned Lark near Danville, which is an
extension southeastward of our summer records. Stevens
traced Cerulean Warblers eastward along the low mountains
of Albemarlo County, all the way to the Orange County
line, and on July 2 found several singing birds in Orange
County, west of Gordonsville, at the place where the moun-
tains dwindle away. This was an important discovery. Mur-
ray found a Blue Grosbeak nest, second record for the Val-
ley of Virginia, with two well-grc~~ young on July 7, the
birds leaving the nest on July 10. This male was a first-
year bird, different from the male of last year's nest,
the nest being in the same neighborhood, three miles north
of Lexington..

A Wild Turkey gobbler was flushed on Peavine Moun-
tain, Amherst County, August 8 (Murray, Sr. and Jr.).
Stevens found the nest of a Black-billed Cuckoo, with 3
young, at Hatton, one of the few Albemarle records out-
side the mountains. Murray found the first Rockbridge
County Nighthawk nests this summer: one with two eggs on
the roof of the Robert E. Lee Hotel in Lexington, June 19,
the birds hatching on July 1 and 2, and later leaving the
roof successfully; the other, on the roof of the Mayflower
Hotel, Lexington, the two young hatching about July 15,
but later dying from the heat when workmen on the roof
caused the p~rent bird to stay away too long. It has
been a mystery why the Nighthawk, common at Roanoke to
the south and at Staunton to the north, should have been
absent for many years from Rockbridge County during the
summer. For the past few years an occasional pair has
been present around Lexington. This summer we had three
pairs about the town. Dr. Paul Bartsch and a party visit-
ed the Dismal SW2~p on May 27-31. Comparing conditions
wi th thoSG at t he time of his former visit fiftJ- :rears
ago, he says that Chimney Swifts are less common, because
of the smaller number of dead cypresses for nesting places.
Lyle found a KinGfisher diGging its tunnel at Danville on
April 7. MGjor Abbot found a Hummingbird's nest with eggs
at Fort Belvoir on May 18. Scott saw a Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker on June 20 on the Virginia sids of the Va.-W.Va.
state line on Route 250 at the crsst of t he Alleghen~r
Mountain. Lyle reports the following flY0atcher nests
at Danville: Kingbird, feeding young in the nest, June
21; Phoebe, building, March 24; Pewee, nest, June 6, 40
feet up in a pine. Scott found the Least Flycatcher com-
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mon on June 11, in Highland County and western Augusta
County. Murray found an Acadian Flycatcher nest under
construction on May 30, at Lexington. Scott saw and heard
a Raven at close range at Seaford Marsh, York County, June
22. Scott found three singing Black-capped Chickadees on
June 20, at the crest of the Allegheny Countain on Route
250, Highland County. T. R. Hake saw six Bro\vn-headed
Nuthatches at Chincoteague Island, August 8. Stevens and
Minor heard a Short-billed Marsh Wren in the wet me&dow
at Hatton on July 20, and he and Lawless fOlli~dfour at
the same place on July 23. Lyle found a Blue-gray Gnat-
catcher building a nest at Danville on April 7. Two sets
of Starling eggs in June in the attic of Murray's home
at Lexington met an unusual fate, being addled by heRt
from the tin roof, which was just a few inches above the
nests. Lyle found a White-eyed Vireo incubating at Dan-
ville, May 24. Bartsch and party found Wayne's Warbler
common in the Dismal Swamp on May 27-31; but he consider-
ed,that, because of t he lowering of the water level in
the Swamp, Prothonotary Warblers were less common than
on his visit fifty years before. Scott found the Golden-
winged Warbler common in the mountains of Highl2~d County,
June 11. Murray found two pairs of Cerulean Warblers
feeding young on the wing on July 1, near Lexington, and
a Worm-eating Warbler feeding young on the wing on July
14. He fOlli~dthree Yellow-breasted Chat nests at the
same place: June 30, 1 young bird; May 28, two e2gs and
a Cowbird egg; May 30, small young. James Sydnor and
Scott found a pair of Purple Finches, with the male sing-
ing from the.top of a t all spruce, on Sapling Ridge, Mid-
dle Mountain, Highland County, June 11.

Lexington, Virginia

000 - -
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THE BIRDS OF ALBEMARLECOUNTY, VIRGINIA
By ~ohn H. Grey, ~r. & Charles E. stevens, Jr.

INTRODUCTION

Albemarle County lies close to the geographical center of the
stAte, being about 60 miles west of Richmond nnd about 100 miles
southwest of Washington, D. C. The county is the fifth largest in
the state with an area of 751 square miles. Chorlottesville, the

county seat, is situated in the center of the county.

The w~stern boundary of Albemarle lies along the crest of the

Blue Ridge Mountains while the eastern bound~ry is located eost of
the Southwest Mountains and Corter's Mountain, and meets the James
River in the south. The altitude varies from 280 f~et above sea

level at Sccttsville, on the James, to 3350 feet at Big Flat Mount-

ain, in the northwest c~rner of the county in the Blue Ridge.

Physiographicully the county is almost equally divided between

the Blue Ridge and the Piedmont. The dividing line is rather arbi-

tr(,ry in this locality, but it may be considered to lie near Char-
lottesvilla.

h mile east of Charlottesville 0 small range of mountains occur

stretching to the northecst which are knor.n os the Southwest Mount-
ains and which rise to 1814 feet on Peters Mountnin. West of this

range to the f~ot of thu Blue Ridge proper, Around Crozet and Green-

wood, the lAnd is mostly rolling. From this point the Blue Ridge
rise shrrply with the western edgo of the county falling along the

crest of the ridge and the Skyline Drive. In the s~uthwestern por-

tion of the county, o~st af the Blue Ridge, exists a rugged terr~in
made up of mF'my sm",ll mountnins, the northern pl'lrtof which are

cnlled the Rflgged Mount~ins. The southern mountnins have individual

names, the highest being Castle Rock, near Covesville, which at
2430 feet is the t~llest eAst of the Blue Ridge.

The Piedmont sectil)n ns seen from the S0uthwest Mountrins ap-
pe~rs rnther fl~t, but is /'1ctuallyrolling. ~fuch of the soil in the

county is red clay, being r~ther her.vy when wet ~nd eroding eRsily.

The country is primnrily ngriculturol with corn and whept cr0ps,
pench ond apple orchE'rds, nnd grnzing lands for beef r.nd t'\('irycrttle

and fine horses. Lumbering hAS been cnrried on excessively in the
eastern part of the c~unty.

The county is drained by meny strenms. The Rivp~~n River rises

in the Blue Ridge, flows ppst Chprlottesville, and empties into the
~omes at Columbia, a short distance outside the county. The ~ames
flows along the southern border of the county from Hownrdsville to
Scottsville, a distence of ten miles.

There t're four 1"ni:t-lyIf"rge C\rtificiol Ickes in the c0unty.

The J.P"'g~dt is the Gt ty. Reservoir (Ml'Yo' s RockReservoir) in the

- -- - - -
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Ragged MOuntains, whioh is aotually two ndj~ining lakes of 35 and

20 ocres; however, this is a restrioted orea and may be visited
only on Huthority of a written pOrIT~t. The next largest is Albemarle

Lf~e, neor Whitehall, built in the 1930's by the C.C.C., oovering 50
acres. In 1945 the 25-acre Henley's Lr'ke was d::<m:led on Beever Creek
nerr Cr~z~t, and in 1947 the oity of Charlottesville built en addi-
tionrl reserv0ir covering 44 ceres on MOormans River in Sug~r Hal-
low. In Rdrliti?n to these larger bodies ~f wrter there ore severel

smrll p~nds such ns BellAir P~nd ~nd Thrnves Pond, both built in

1945 just outside of Ch~rlottosville, in th9 midst ~f suburban homo

developnents. This recent croAti0n of ponds has odced A nunber of
wnterfowl ond shorebird records.

THE Rf..VEN Nov.-Dec. 1949

Due to the uneven top,:>grnphy, there Are no true sWGnps or morsh-
es, but there is a 2o-~ore wet meadow on the floodpl~inof the Jcmes
River nerr HAtton. It is loce-tedon the "Hptton Grnnge" property
find cont,.ins per:Or\nent nnd interJ"'i ttent p")')ls with n flor"- of grass-
es and semi-8qu~tic plants: mnnyof whichRrc n..,t found elsewhere in
AlbeIJ1E!rle. Snipe and Blue- -winge 1 To!!l ore frirly COw:lOnhere in :ni-
grAtion with occasional Herons, SAndpipers, Sorns, ond both M~rsh
Wrens. This area also contpins 0 hi~h density of nosting Red-wings.

On Moormans River pt \7hitehnll0 series of grovel pits is being
worked by the State Dep?rtr1entof Highw~ys. Sone of these pits Are
abf'ndoned nnf. c')ntl'in perml:'nent p001s with 0 slight cr'ttail develop-
ment. The currently workeo exoav~tions contain shallow wcter inter-
m1ttently and fIre fairly t",ood shorebird spots.

Previously mentioned Belloir Pond was in 1945 end 1947 probvbly
our most praductive shorebird locelity. Now it has developed 0 lush
gressy edge, and attr~cts few of those birds, olth~u&~ Snipe occur
around it raure COIilLlonly.

The very SInall Farmington Pond, with an (:\lder edge, is alw'IYs
an interesting spot where a few s!'ndpipersare found. It is the

surest plFlcein the county to findNorthern W(jter-thrushcs during
tho spring migration.

In looking for w~terfo\Vl, Henley's Lake (l mile northeast of

Crozet) is by far the most rewprding locality to visit. On certain

days in ~arch and April there is v wo~lth of ducks on the pond. The

water is a~~st entirely surrounded by open fields, which conf.ition
may ~ccount for its bird produotivity. The Mayo's Rock Reservoir,

the Suger Hollow Reservoir, and to 8 certnin extent Albemarle Loke,
hoving wooded edges, produce fewer ducks.

The mean temperoture 0f the oounty is 55 degrees; with a s~mer
avernge of 72 and Powinter overage of 36. The average roinfnll is
45 inches.

About one-third of the Innd in the county is clenred ond used

either for a cultiv~ted or0p or grazing, the other two-thirds being

woodland. '~st of the woods ~re second growth with little l~r~e

.- .:"..
-- -- -
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'imber left. The trees are what one would expect in the upper Car-

olinian zone, with willow oak, sweet gum (mostly around Woodridge),
and river birch occurring along the eastern edge of the county.

Hemlock and white pine occur sparingly over all the county but are
most abundant in the hollows of the Blue Ridge. In a few places

along shady, steep-banked cr6eks in the eastern part of the county

it is possible to find hemlocks growing on one bank with river birch

on the opposite side.

The p.vif~un8 of the county is meinly Carolinian with the Alle-

ghanian beginning in the Blue Ridge at ~bout 1000 feet ebove sea lev-
el in the wooded hollows and At 2000 to 2500 feet on cut-over ridges

and in open hollows. The Alleghaninn zone extends to the top of the
mountnins os there is no territory here thnt is suggestive of CDn~-
dinn. There ore seven mountains in Albem~rle over 3000 feet in ele-

vation (the highest is 3350 feet), but ell ore cut-ovor: burnt-over,

or in posture. Veritable ~ll of the Albemnrle port:on of the Blue

Ridge hns been burned or cut over so th~t ebove 2000 feet there vro
few dense 1nurel thickets 0nd there is no l~rge timber. Rh')dodendron

is rpre..) These conditi~ns ~ccount for a scr-rcity of Bl~ckburni~n
W~rblers, C~rolinn Juncos, rond Crirns' Wnrblers in the county, vrhi1e

they r.re fGir1y common elsewhere in the Blue Ridge rt corresponuing
e1ev~tions. The Rose-breosted Grosbeck occurs in only one nrea in

Albemnrle. Only one summer recorn hr.s been mpde of the Crnad~ W~rb-

ler, and the Veery hos nat yet been recorded in summer.

On the other hand, Chestnut-sided Wnrblers rnd ~~ountein Vire~s

ar~ less scp-rce. Chnts end Ye1low-thronts hnve been found ouring the
breeding senson in ob~ndoned, m~untoin-top pnsture18n~s up to 3200
feet with Crrolina Juncos. A prir each of Acaoi8n FlJc~tchers nnd

Louisiana Water-thrushes were found in the summer of 1947 occupying
e hemlock grove at 2800 feet with Cairns' Warblers, Mountain Vireos,
and Blackburnien Warblers.

HISTORI Cla. SUMMiillY

Thomas Jefferson left a list of birds of Virginia which we
would expect to be of some value in a study of his home county.

However, as pointed out by Wll1inm Cage1l Rives, this is of no help.

"Thomes Jefferson in his Notes ~ the Stnte of Virginia published
in 1781 gives a list of 125 birds chidfly token from C~tosby. This

list, although the Author wp.s fnmilinr with mnny of the n~tive birds,
is, however, p10inly not the result nf much personnl observrtion ~nd

h~s in itself no porticulnr interest." (Crtrlogue of the Birds £!
~ Virginias, p. 20). Rives olso sug~ests thrt Jefferson inclu~ed
mnny birds ~ot from Virginia, ~s tho boundnry of the stnte ot thrt
time extended to the Mississippi River.

The first reol ornithological work for J\lbe~nr1e County wrs

done by Wil1irm C~bel1 Rives, Jr.~ M.D., of CobhA~, in the el'stern

part of the county. C0bhaID ~ns the home of Rives es R youth, 0nd he
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returned there frequently on visits t~ the family. HiS w~rk is pub-

lished in ~ Birds of Cobhnm,Vir~inia,Rives, Ne""P-ttt, R. I., 1884,
which is on onn:>t,.,tee list of 128 species f')unc'! nt Cobh~m, rInd r1so
e reference to the Fish Craw ot Ch~rlottesvil1e, f)r a t0t~1 of 129
species.

Five yerrs l;qterRives published his A CF\ta1ogue of the Birds
of the Vir~inics 1889-90, Proceedings :)f the Nroturpl H1Ste>ry SO'C'iety
of Ne~port, R. I. In this cEto1ogue he adds nine birds to those he

f~rmerly listod, thus caking a tot~l of 138 specibs recorded by
Rives f'Jr .Albemarle County.

The noxt work ')t import~\Dce wes done by Ludlow Griscom ;7hile
tef'ching ornithology at the summer sessi,.)ns of the University of
Virginia in 1915 ..nd 1916. In I~n onnot8ted list sent to us Grisc')m

lists 88 species f0und during these s~ers, but c~r~ents thrt seven
of these were seon, not by hiQ, but by Pr0f. Scott ~n~ J. B. F0rn~y-

h::>up,hof Richl'Uond,in the tr.-a preceding SU!!Jr.lers.This gi vas Griscom
81 species fr0TI pers0nol obsorgntion. It sh:>u1rt be p~inten aut thEt
he orrived et Chr->r1ottesville when the bre',ding seus')n vms beginning
to wane. In his list Grisco~ vdds four species not listed bef~re,
rnd Sc')ttrno Ferneyhough odd 8n~ther four, thus bringing the list
to 146.

Dr. Herbert Friedmrnn tnught here ot 0 University ~f VirginiD
surwer session in 1923, but left no recor~s.

The next work WAS cone by f0ur men who were studentsin var-
ious capacities At the University af Virginia. N')rvr1R. BArger
ber,~nin 1924 anQ w')rke0until 1932, ~lskin S. Freer, John B. Celhoun,
~nd Mr;rtin S. Gurtler, wh~ nirts~me work as l~te os 1941. During
these yerrs these four ~en added 44 species to the list. Thus by
1941 the c~unty list stoon at 190 forms.

The bulk of the field w')rk in recent Yot1rs hfJs boen d,me by
Willl~ F. Minor, Kenneth Lo~less, flnd the co-authors. !linor, n')w
a University ')f Virginia grRQUate,kept rec~rrts as early ns 1942.
Stevensbegrn in the f~ll of 1943 ond Grey in the sumwor ~f 1944.

Stevenshns frequentlymade rt~y-1ong trips on f~')t keeping c~unts
of individuals. Lfnvless, a University of Virrinia grHdu<}t~ student
from Lynchburg, begnn in the spring of 1947. JOm.usE. Irvine, fl
tomer University ot Virginia student, ad'lec two sp8cies.. This group
has been nble t') add 54 spcciGS aud subspecies to the county list.

nle presentlist for the county stands nt 244 species r.nd sub-
species.

Thrmks are cue to Fred R. Scott of'Richr1onr1, who found JJ.boI:lf!r1e
speci~ens from the Dwight Collection in the knericr'n Museum, and to Dr.
iu.exl'ndcr i~etmore, who contributedsubspecific identificnti:mse

- - - - - -



Pa~e 71 THE RAVEN Nov. - Dec.1949

EXPI..A&TORY MArnER

Under most of the forms in the list he have given a maximum
oount ~nd a normal count. A maximum count is the greotest number
of individuals of B specios which we have recorded in a day. A
normal count is the number of individuals thatyou CAn normally e~
pect to find in 8 day. Those counta are bosed on goodcross-sect-
ions of the county and nre not the result merely of observations
from automobiles, which udght run up the counts on certain species.

wnere possible, ~verage nnd extreme m1gr~tion dotes are given.

CommonLoon. Gavio lrnmer imrner.
TrAnsient, very sc~rce in f~ll with 3 drtes from November 11,

1945, to "late November", 1945, when two were taken at the City Res-
ervoir by John Sncre. One At Reservoir "lote Novernber~ 1948 (S~cre).
Uncommon in spring:

April 13, 1948 to U£y 28, 1948
Recorded at City Reservoir. SUgpr Hollow Reservoir, pnd Henley's

Lake" being n~st numer~us in April. Mnximurn, 6 (Aprii 13 & 28,1948).

Red-throated Loon. Gavia stellotp..

Accidentnl. Rives in his C8t~logue soys. "A young male ~f this
species wes sent me in Februnry, 1885, by Mr. J. M. F. Williams of
Cobhnm, Albemarle County, where it hrd been sh0t on 8 smnll creek."

Holboell's Grebe." Colymbus grisegena holboelli.
Rare. One record of two birds at the City Reservoir on ~rerch

29, 1948 (Lnwless and Stevens)". This occurrence was contemporaneous
with a flight of those Grebes in the middle eastern states.

Horned Grebe. Colymbus auritus.
Unco~an tronsient; more corncon in spring:
March 13, 1948 to ~pril 29, 1947
November 11, 1945 to December 24, 1946
Six birds ~ere seen November 20, 1947 and nine on March 25,1949.

F1ed-billed Grebe. Podil~bus porliceps podiceps.
Co~~on transient nnd ~ccnsionnl winter visitor:
July 21, 1947 to Decenber 8, 1946
Mf"rch 3, 1930 to June 2, 1949
Barger recorded this species throughout July 1930 probably

the City Reserv~ir. Two were seen at Henley's on July 12 & 14,
Mexicruc, 31 (April).

FIt

1949.

----- - - - - - --- - - -- --
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Brown Pelicvn. Peleconus occi~entDlis c~rolinensis.

~ccident8l. On May 1, 1947, Oaretcker J0hn Sacre saw a strange

bird throughout the Gay feeding oround the edge of the water vt the
Oity Reservoir. Lf~te in the F!fternoon, ::me of his sons flushed the

bird, Dnd it did not return. On May 3 he describod the bird to Minor

and Stevens, "he felt sure it \it'sthis species but (lid not name the
bird to Sacre. A few dnys later Sccre identified the birr1 ps this

species from pictures shown him by Grey. The three of us felt posi-

tive of the identificntion froD his description, which he bncked up

by selecting the bird from pictures of holf a dozen other species.
Sacre ste.ted th11t the bird' s bill Vlf'SC1bout the size of his foreflrm.

Double-crested cormorRnt. Phnlecr0c,rnx auritus ~uritus.

RAre; two records. One w~s seen in 1947 at Henley's Lnke froa

MAY 17 to Mpy 23; c.tAlbe!:l!lrleLr:ke June 21; f'nd t<gain f't Henley's

on August 3, 4, & 6. bnother seen ~t Henley's on M~y 21, 1949. As
fpr ~s we know the first bird is the only inlnnd summer record for

Virginip or North O~rolinp, except for a July, 1949 record in the

adjoining county of Nelson (Raven, XX, 62). Wdss Cooke in "Birds

of the Wushington, D. C. Region" ~. BioI. Soc. 2!. 1\ashington
Vol. 42, 1929, p. 18 lists this species os a cf~sunl visitont with
three rec~rds for June.

G~ep.t Blue Heron. Arde~ herodips herodias.
l~rnost a permAnent resident; no records from May 31 to June 27.

Irregular winter visitor. Most common in l~pril,Mr-y, JulY, August,
and September, with an overrge of 1 to 3 birds in a day. Maximuc:

a flock of lIon the RivAnna River, Jnnuary 9, 1944. No breeding
evidence.

Americon Egret. Casmerodius albus egretta.

Fast-breeding summer visitor; somewhat common:

June 27, 1916 (Griscom) to September 23, 1948

Regular in smell nuwbcrs; averf'ge, 3. Maximum, 10.

Little Blue Heron. Florida cnerulea cacrulep..

Post-breeding summer visitor; less C0wcon than the lUJericp.n

Egret, but frequently found in larger groups.

June 28, 1949 to September 9, 1946

All birds in white plunage. On July 21, 1947 there wes a flock
of 37 Little Blues at Henley's Leke.

Ecstern Green Heron. Butorides v1rescens virescens.

Summer resident; somewhat oommon:

W£rch 25, 1949 (L~wless) to October 14, 1948
Avercge: 2nd. week in April to mid-September. A flock of 15

birds At Henley's on 1u1y S, 1947. Averrge, 4. Nest with 5 eggs
May 28, 1949 At BellAir Pond.

---
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Black-crowned Night Heron. Nycticorex nyctocorax hOBctli.
Transient; 4 records: Griscom recorded one on July 11, 1916;

a male and two female were seen at Albemarle Lake on April 9,1949;
8 bird flew over Charlottesville on the night of April 28, 1949;
and another flew over town about dusk on M~y 1, 1949.
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American Bittern. Botourus lentiginosus.
Uncommon transient:

April 13, 1948 to May 28, 1948; and June 21, 1947 to September
9, 1948

Birds are more common and evenly distributed in the spring mi-

gration. June and July birds ere taken to be post-breeding wanderers.

A flock of 14 seen at Henley's on July 18, 1948.

Eastern Least Bittern. Ixobrychus exilis exilis.

Ludlow Griscom listed it es reported to him by Prof. Scott and

J. B. Ferneyhough who during the 1913 or 1914 summer school session

of the University of Virginia observed "one pair in a smell cattail

~~.
Lnwless s~w two migrents in 1949: one at Henley's Lake on May

11, and one At the Hatton wet meadow on May 21.

Wbite Ibis. Quare alb~.

On kugust 21, ~ ~tevens found two immature birds on the North

Fork of the Rivonna River at Burnt 1tills, about a half-cile above

the bridge on Route #29 north of ChArlottesville. He identified

them as Ibises r.nd looked them up in Howell's Florida ~Life,
finding thnt they tpllied with the colored plnte showing immoture

birds of this species. On the following dpy he and Grey visited

the locelity agoin, found the birds, nnd studied them at 30 ft.

with 6x and 8x glosses. The Ibises were quite tpme in comparison
with nearby Little Blue Herons, and ~ere about the same size as the

Herons. In flight the neck of the Ibis was extended, and the white

rump was prominent. The birds fed in shallow woter, probing around
in the snnd with their long bills. Their only appprent n0te was a
low duck-like grunt, uttered when ?IF.rmed.

Some dr.ys later, on September 9, one of these birds wes seen

nt the City Reservoir by Grey And City MnnAger Seth Burnley. It
proved to be unofraid of the boot, and could be p.ppropched more

closely than on the river. Burnley tried to cp.tch it with ~ fly

rod, dropping the fly close beside the bird, but each time the bird

w0uld stop csi~e quickly. Upon taking flight the Ibis passed cl~se

to the boat, and Burnley dropped the fly over one wing, securing it,
and cousing the bird to circle the b0at until it dr~ppe~ onto the

water and was hauled into the boot. In lo~sing the bird it wos -

found that the lender had wrapped around a wing. The Ibis did not

appoor t.)be very frightened, but pecked at its captor' hflnds with

its long bill. The surprising fact was thet when it gripped their

hands there ~as not much pressure exerted, as though the bill was

flexible to such an extent that it could pinch only slightly. Upon

-- - -- --- ---
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being released, the bird flew to the shore nearby and walked away.
It was not seen afterward.

This is the only record for the species in the state. There

are two records for North Carolina, and it has been recorded in

Connecticut, Vemont, and New York.

Whistling Swan. Cygnus Columbianus.

Accidental. February 12 to Ma~ch 3, 1945, two adults ~ere ob-
served on the upper lake of the City Reservoir. During much of this

time the lake was froz~n over, and the birds were to be found in a

small cove, standing on tho edge of the ice. Upon one occosion ~~.
Sacre, the oaretaker, saw them 0n the lower reservoir in a small

area of open water, and the birds seemed unafraid of men who were

working on the dam 50 yards away. Sacre thought the birds arrived
in December.

Common Canada Goose. Brant~ canadensis cp.nadensis.

Uncommon but rcgulor transient:

October 9, 1931 to November 16, 1948 And FebruAry 22, 1949 to
April 22, 1949

Maximum of 50. Flocks seem to linger in spring at Henley's.

Mallard. ~ platyrhynchos pl£'tyrhynchos.
Fairly common winter visitor:

September 6, 1947 to April 5, 1949

Average: early November to mid-March. Maximum number, 75;
averege, 12. Most common in midwinter along the lowlands of the
Rivanna River.

Black Duck. Anas rubripes.

Common wintar visitor; o~r commonest winter duck.

October 6, 1948 to May I, 1949

Average: late October to early March, being most

ember, January, and Februp.ry. l~xiillum,105; ovorage,
crippled ferna.leet Henley's on July 5 & 8, 1947.

cOLJIIlon in Dec-

15. One un-

Gedwnll. Anas strepera.

Spring tr~nsient, not recorded until 1949,

April 13. Seen fitHenley's Ll1ke, Belloir Pond,
flocks ranged from 1 to 8 birds.

from Januery 22 to

ond Threves Pond;

Pintoil. Anos acuta tzitzihoa.

TrAnsient; unCOMCon in spring, Mr.rch 5, 1949 to April 21,1949,
with a maximum of 24 on March 10, 1949; three f~ll dates: September

21, 1948; October 6, 1948; and No~ember 20, 1947; ~ne winter record,
six on Jp.nuary18, 1945 (Grey).

- --
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Green-wingocl Teal. Anas ct'lrolinensis.
Transient; uncommon in spring, March 10, 1949 to April 13, 1919,

and a lote bird on May 11, 1949 (Lawless); four foIl dates: Septem-
ber 26-30, 1948; September 27, 1949; October 25, 1947 (3 birds); and
November 26, 1948. M8ximum of 9 on March18, 1949.

Blue-winged Tee1. AIlas discors.
Transient; sc~rce in fall; co~aon in spring:
September 1, 1947 to NovoDwer 9, 1946
March 11, 1949 to May 28, 1949
Average in spring: late Mnrch to eer1y Mf;Y. Mr::ximum,50; over-

age, 8. A crippled mole was seen At Henley's in 1947 from June 24
to September 17.

Bo1dpnte. M~reca rumericana.
Transient; scarce in fall; co~on in spring:
September 22, 1948 to N~vember 30, 1947
February 24, 1949 to May 21, 1949
Commonfror.1 r.lid-March to late April. Mr.xiI!l\lI:, 41; avernge, 15.

Shoveller. Spatula c1ypeata.
Very SCArce spring transient. Three records:

a pair at the City Reservoir; M~orch11-12, 1949, a
Mnrch 18, 1949, a male at J\1beMarle Lake.

April 5, 1947,
pair at Henley's;

W00d Duck. Aix sponsa.
Summer resident; somewhat common:
February 26, 1945 to December 2, 1948
Fairly conmon os a transient, with large numbers (22-26) in

March, hpri1, August, and Septe~ber. Young: May 10 to July 27 at
hlbemarle L~ke, City Reservoir, Thraves P~nd, Be11air P0nd, and an
the Jemes River.

Redheed. Aythya ~eric~n8.
Transient; uncomw~n in spring:
ifebruary 15, 1947 to May 3, 1947
Seen regularly lit Henley's and Albecarle Lnke vii th

of 10 0n February 16, 1949. One fall rec'rd: a female
December 8, 1947, at Van Clier's Pond near Eamant.

a maxiLlum
shot on

Ring-necked Duck. Aythyc collHris.
Transient; unCOLEon in fall; common in spring:
Nove~ber 1, 1947 to Decenber 24, 1946
February 3, 1947 to May 17, 1949
AverAge: I!lid-NoveMber to eor1y December ann enr1y Mrrch to

lote April. Maximum, 28; over~ge, 8. A mr,le seen at Henley's on
September 7, 1948.
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Canvas-bock. Aythya vrlisineria.
One record: a fe~Qle at Henley's on April 1, 1948 (stevens).

Lesser Sc~up Duck. Aythya ~ffinis.

Transient; scarce in fn11; common in spring:

November 16, 1947 to December 30, 1948

February 5, 1949 to Mhy 29, 1949
Averoge in spring: 3rd. week in ~~rch to 1st. ~eek in May.

N~imum, 160 (Mprch 27, 1948); average, 12. A female, probably 8

cripple, at Albecar1e Lpke June 21-24, 1947.

American Golden-eye. G1oucionetta clangu1p, anericena.

Winter visitor; somewhat uncommon:

November 1, 1947 to April 20, 1930

This is the only Diving Duck found regu1f1r1y G10ng the Rivan-
nas. MDxi~um, 16; average, 3.

Buff1e-head. G1aucionetta olbeolo.
UncoDmon transient:

November 13, 1947 to December 30, 1948
February 3, 1947 to April 30, 1949

Most corumon during the second tho weeks af 1~rch. Maximum, 11.
Rives in his Cobham list found it "occasional in colder months of

t~ ~a~.

01d-squnw. 91pngu1a hyerne1is.
Three rec~rds: January 4, 1947, two females at City

April 13, 1948, a male at lUbemnr1e Lake; ll.pril 22,1947,
Henley's.

Reservoir;
a mt-le at

White-winged Seoter. Melanitta fusea deg1endi.
One rec0ro. A juvenile bird flppenredfitHenley's on January

24, 1949, ann WflS joined by another juvenile on FebruAry 16. Both
birds' plumAge brightened noticeably as spring advanced, and they
were last seen on April 22.

Ruddy Duck. Erismatura jamaicensis rubirla.
Transient; someTIhat common in spring; less common in fall:
Nove~ber 3, 1935 (Calhoun) to December 2, 1947
February26, 1945 to May 20, 1949
A few birr.sremained throughout the winter of 1948-49 at Hen-

ley's and two smaller ponds. Maximum, 25; average, 4.

Hooded Merganser. Lophodytes cucu11atus.

Transient; uncOIDm~nin fall; fairly common in spring:
November 13, 1947 to December 30, 1948

------
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January 22, 1949 to May?, 1949
Average in spring: lateMarch to late April. Maximum, 24;

average, 4. In 1947 there was an uncrippledfemale at Henley's
trom July 22 to August 16.

Ameriean Merganser. Merp;ua merp;anser americana.
Fairly common winter visi tor:

December 11, 1947 to April 13, 1949
One record of a pair on November 1, 1947, is unusually early.

Maximum, 57 (February 22, 1949); average, 4. Our most regular win-

ter duck, more widely distributed over the rivors and ponds of the
county than the Black Duck.

Red-breasted Merganser. Mer@s serator subsp.

Uncommon spring transient:

Mereh 10, 1949 to June 2, 1948

Nq fall records. Fairly common in the spring of 1948 with 8

maximum of 39 on Mar.ch27. Average, 4.

Turkev Vulture. Cath~rtes aura septentrionalis.

Common resident. Meximum, 81 (winter); overpge, 20. Breeding:
Rives in his Cobh?m list s~ys, "The nest hes been found in the South-

west Mts. by the Messrs. Dickinson of Cobham", and Sem Hart of Slate

Hill soys the birds nested under an old house on their place for
several years until the house fell in.

Black Vulture. Coraygps otrotus.

Resident; not very common. Maximum, 32 (winter); ever~ge, 5.
Breeding: Dr. Ivey F. Lewis sew young birds on a cliff on the North
Fork of the Rivanno severel ye~rs ago; Mnrch 14, 1947, ona egg found

in tho Southwest Mts. by Roberts Coles; April 23, 1949, one good egg

and 8 broken egg in a bare spot in a honeysuckle tnngle (Lewless);
and on May 31, 8 downy bird in the same spot.

Sharp-shinned Hawk. Accipiter striatus velox.

Winter visitor; sccrce. Only 17 records in 7 years.

September 7, 1947 to M~rch 28, 1944

Thero was a light flight of ~~ll howks 8long the Blue Ridge

on October 8, 1949; 8 Sht'rp-shins nnd 2 Cooper's being seen from
Big Flat w.ts.;and 12 Sherp-shins, 4 Coopor's, And 12 uni~entified
~ccipiters being seen from BlACkrook.

Cooper's Hewk. Accipiter cooperlt.

Resident; somewh~t common. Maximuc in winter, 4; average, 1.
September 27, 1945, at about 5:00 p.m., Grey noted 8 fli~ht over
Charlottesville of 60 birds at nn elevation of about 300 ft., flYing
in a northwesterly direction. Apparently the birds hRd been turned

-- --
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from their southerly flight along the S~uthweRt Mts., and were head-

ed for the Blue Ringe where a storm was brewing. The hawks strag-

gled over in a loose fornation and were all uniform in size. We

have no breeding evidence.

Nov .-Dec. 1949

Eastern Red-tailed Hawk. Buteo jamaicensis bore~lis.
Resident; fairly co~on. Next to the Sporrow Hawk, this is

our COL1mOnesthawk. M£xi~um, 5; everage, 1. Breeding: July 10,
1947, 0 young bird out ~f the nest, and May 12, 1949, a young bird
out of the nest (Chas. Platt).

Northern Red-shouldered Hawk. Buteo linoatus linep,tus.

Resident; somewhat unc0mI!nn in sUI1JIjler,more common in winter.
V~ximum, 3; avernge, 1. Breeding: June 1944, young in nest in SUg-

ar Hollow; June 24, 1947, a large young bird in a nest near Crozet.

Br0ad-winged Hawk. Buteo platypterus platypterus.

~er resident; uncomcon; m~re C0CM~n as n transient.

April 12, 1944 to October 21, 1948

Average, 1 (summer). September 15, 1948, Stevens sow P circling

flock of nbout 55 bir~s just east of Blackrock G~p, in the Blue Ri~ge,
and October 21, 1948, n flock of obout 20 birds at the Shndwell Air-

port. Breeding: April 26, 1947, nest-building on Observatory Moun-
tein (Lr'wless), snd July 16, 1947, young out of the nest near Albe-
marle Lake.

Southern Bald Eagle. Hpliaeetus leucocephplus leucocephalus.
Tronsient; uncommon in fall.

~ugust 16, 1949 (Wdnor) to December 22, 1947

3 spring records: February 14, 1948, immature (Grey); April

29, 19~7, adult dev~uring a domestic duck at Henley's; and May 14,
1947, adult. Most recorns are of adult birds, and most individuals

are f0und at the lakes and reserv0irs. Maximum, 2. Rives in his
C~bhp.m list writes, "Occr-sionally met with".

Marsh Hawk. Circus cyaneus hUdsonius.

Uncommon transient and scarce winter visitor:

August 13, 1949 to May 7, 1949

MEximum, 3 (January 31, 1947). It is interesting to note that
Rives in his Cobham list says, "Resident; rather common".

Osprey. Pendion haliaetus carolinens1s.
Uncommon transient:

March 27, 1948 to Me.y 17, 1947 and 1949

August 15, 1949 t~ Nove~ber 4, 1948

Mnximum, 5 (April 13, 1949); average, 1

----
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Duck Hawk. Falco pereRrinus anatum.
Three rec~ros: Stevens saw one over Charlottesville in Jnnuary

1944; one in Sugar Hollow on August 1'7, 1944; And one at Henley's on
November 2'7, 1948.

Eastern Pigeon Hawk. F~~co columbrrius columbnrius.
Rare trcnsient; 3 records: October 13, 1946, Stevens saw 0ne

in his ynrd in Charlottesville eating a small bird; Lawless and Stev-
ens saw one nt the Hatton wet meAdow ~n March 2'7, 1948; and John Ir-
vine and Fred Scott saw one at Henley's on April 11, 1949.

Eastern Spcrr~w Hcwk. Falco sparverius sparverius.
Fairly common resident; sometimes co~on in the spring migra-

tion. Maximum,14 (~pri1 13, 1949); avert'ge, 2. Breeding: young
in the nest, N£y 26, 1944, andyoungout or the nest, May 28~ 1949.

Burred Grouse. Benosa urobellus subsp.

Resident; coc~on in the Blue Ridge, and found occasionally in

tho Southwest Mta. and around Heards Mtn. Breeding: young, May 31

to AUgust 25.

Bob-white. Colinusvirginicnussubap.
Camcon resident. Maximuo, 36; average, 3-6. Breeding: young,

.July 8 to August 16.
The Albemnrle County Fish and Game Protective Association re-

leased 15 pnirs of the Texas Ehb-white (Celinus virginianus texanus)

in Septe~ber 194'7in the vicinities or Whitehall, Lake Albemarle,
Shadwell, Ivy and Earlysville.

AC00rding to Aldrich i~Auk, 63: 493, 1946, our Bob-white should
be the New England Bob.-white (C. v. nmr11andicus).

Ring-necked PheasantG PhasiAnus colchicu~ torquatus.
Introduced. 1~. A. W. Pinkerton of North GArden released some

Pheasants in thp.t vi~inity about 1932. From 1939 to 1942 Forman
Dirickson saw birds ne~r Keswick and in the Hardware River area.

Louis Dymond.saw a male in 1942 on Pond Ridge Branch in the Blue
Ridge. We have not seen it.

Eastern Turkey__ Mel~8gris p-al1~pavo silvestris.

Resident; uncommon. Of wider distribution thr.n

Grouse, as it may be found outside of the Dountains.
evidence.

the Ruffed

No breeding

King Roil. Rall~ ~.:I;.e€;aI.!~. eleRans.
Three re.:;orc1s~ all f:r::)w the Hatton wet meadow: one flushed

Septe~ber 9, 1948 (Stevens); one flushed July 23,1949 (Lawless~nd

-- - -- --- -- - -- ---
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Stevens); and two flushed August 24, 1949 (Stevens). The July rec-

ord points to possibility of this species nesting, although Grey and

Stevens made a pre-dawn visit to the marsh on August 3, 1949 and did

not hear any Rails. However the song season for this bird may have
concluded. In any event, the July date seems remarkably early for

migrant of this species.

Sora. Porzana carolina.

Scarce transient:

May 7, 1949 to May 21, 1948

August 13, 1949 to September 24, 1949
All records from Hatton wet meadow except one from Henley's.

Maximum, 2 (MP.y15, 1948).

Florida G811inu1e. GA11inula ch10ropus cDchinnans.
Rare tr~nsient; one record. A bird at Henley's Lnke on May 3

and 4, 1948 (Stevens).

Coot. Fu1lcn americona.

Transient; somewh8t scarce, a little more common in spring
than in fall:

October 13, 1946 to December 16, 1944
March 8, 1944 to May 25, 1948
N.aximum, 4 (April 15, 1948).

SemipalmAted Plover. ChcrAdrius hiaticu1a sem1pa1mat~.
Rare tranisent; one record. One at the \Vhiteho11gravel pits

on May 25, 1949 (Stevens).

Killdeer. CherEdrius vociferus vociferus.

Fairly common rosident. Scarce in winter; common in migration
with a maximum of 120 (October). Breeding: Rivos recorded eggs in
1ete April; we have found eggs May 31 and Y0ung birds from May 14
to June5.

Wo~dcock.Phi10he1a minor.

Scarce residant; rnre in winter; cocmonest in August and ocr1y
Septocber along creek and river bOttOMs in alder runs and box elder

groves. Breeding: 4 eggs April 11, 1947, near rAilton Airport; June
5, 1947, four birds at Thraves Pond, of which one was a juvenile.

Wilson's Snipe. Cepe11a ga11inago deiicetn.

Transient; unco~on in fall; fairly cornon in spring. Occas-
ional winter visitor on basis of our present inf~rDation, but more

searching ar~und ponds mcy prove it to be a regularwintervisitor,
as in the winter of 1948-49 a flock of 12 birds renained at Be11air

-- - - - - --
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Pond nnd single birds were seen ot Hatton.
September24, 1949 to I~y 17, 1947
Average, lete October ta late ~pril. Spring migrati~n begins

about March 20. Maxl~. 29 (~pril13, 1949 at Hatton and Bellair).

Upland Plover. Bartrnmia longicauda.
Rives in his Cobham list wrote, "~'ur.m1er resident; rather rore

and for the ID0st part restricted to particular localities. More

abundt.nt at Green Springs, five mles southeast.n Barger listed it
in the 1931 Consoliduted List. ~~rtin Gurtler sewone on the old
Richmond road, 20 !.dIes east of Charlottesville on June 19, 1933.
We have not seen it.

Spntted SAndpiper. Actitis macularia.
Rother uncommon sumr.erresidentj co~on f0ll migrant; abundAnt

spring migront.
April 7, 1947 to October 17, 1946
Averr.ge: mid-April to the last week in September. Maxinum in

migroti0n, 58 (Mny 10, 1941); nOrID8l in spring, 25; no~~l in June,

1-2; no~l in r~ll, 5. No breeding record. In the fAll of 1947
one bird lingered at the City Reservoir until the unusually late

date of November 20 (Grey end Stevens). Fall migrents begin to
pass through 8S e~rly 8S July 21.

Eastern Solitary Sandpiper. Tringa solitaria snlitnria.
Transient; common in spring; uncomm0n in fall:
March 27, 1948 to ~~y 28, 1949
July 23, 1949 to October 11, 1947
Average: rnid-kprilto late Mp,yend eorly August to the third

week in September. IABxirnurn,19 (~ooy8 and 10, 1947); n~rma1 in
spring, 10. Griscom sow one on July 11, 1916.

Greater Yellow-leGs. Totanus ~elQnoleucus.
Transiont; not unco~~n in spring; very uncon~on in fRl1:
April 3, 1948 to May 25, 1949
SeptoDber 8, 1947 to Nove~ber 4, 1948
Maximum, 6 (May 2-3, 1948); norL1a1, 1.

Lasser Yellow-legs. Totanus f1cvipes.
Uncommon transient; mast C~FI.lOnin sprinb:
April 19, 1947 to May 20, 1949
July 21, 1947 to October24, 1948
MDxir.uI:l, 8 (May 3, 1948); norIr'£l 1-2.

Peotore1 Sanrlpiper. Er~lia we1~n~tos.

Rnre trPnsientj ty-~reoords: April 22, 1947,
Pond (Grey & Stevens), and ectober 7, 1948, one nt
Stevens).

nne at Be11e.lr

Ht',tt0n (Grey &.

-- - --
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Least Sandpiper. Er~li8 minuti11a.
Transient; unco~on in spring:
May 3, 1948 to May 28, 1949
Three fall records: August 11, 1944, one on the Rivannn Ri~er

nenr Milton; August 17, 1949, one at Whitehall; 8nd August 31, 1946,
one at A1beDl~rleLake. MDxirJUm, 9 (May 28, 1949).

Semipclmnted Sandpiper. Ereunetes pusil1us.
Scp-rce trnnsient; one spring and flour fall records, all frOLl

the W11iteha1l Gravel pits. May 28, 1949, two birds; hugust 14, 1948,

one; JiUgust 17, 1949, a remarkable flock of 34 birds ~7ithone Loast

Sandpiper seen by Minor after four days of rain; SopteI1ber13 & 16,
1949, one bird.

Western Sandpiper. Ereunetes mauri.
One reoord. Lawless saw one at

This was the sane clcmththat Fred R.
River near Richmond.

Be11nir P~nd on May 20, 1948.
Scott obsorved 11 on tho J~es

Red Phalnrope. Phv12r0pus fulic~rius.
Accidental. John B. C~lhoun and a 1~. Dickinson collected one

on the reflection pool in front of the gymnasium at tho University

of Virginia on Septenber 18, 1938. Raven IX:109.

Northern Pha1~ropc. L'Jbipes lob('tus.
Accidental. In September 1939 Jomes E. Irvine captured a bird

which had alightedon the McIntyre School grounds (Charlottesville)
in an exhausted c~ndition. He took it h0me nnd i0.entified it as
this species with Pears')n's Biros of l.mericoan~ "Forbush";the- ,..
bird possessed lobed and webbed toes and a needle-likebill. He
later liberated it.

Herring Gull. Larus arge~tatus smithsonianus.
Spring tronsient; 5 records: April 20, 1947, one flying over

Charlottesville; April 29, 1947, one at AlbemQrletoke; M~y 1, 1948,
one nt Henley's; May 3, 1948, three at Henley's; and May 1, 1949,
one at Henley's.

Ring-billed Gull. Larus de1awarensis.
Uncommon spring transient; 12 records in 3 yeRrs:
March 5, 1949 to May 11, 1949
1fuximum, 9 (March18, 1949 at Henley's). Seen at severalof

the lakes nnd the reservoir 8S well as on tha James and Mechums
Rivers. This speciesand the Bonopnrte's Gull are our commonest
gulls. On several occp-sionsunidentified gulls have been heard
flying over Ch8rlottesvilleon rainy nights.

-----
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Laughing Gull.. Lnr~ at:r:~:,;:;il}~..

Spri.ng transle!l.~j4 l'th~0:c'ds~all from Henley's: March 26,1947,
one; April 19, 1947, fourj Ap~i1 22, 1947, three; And ~A8y 1, 1949,
two.

Bonaparte's Gull. Larus philadelphia.

Unconmon spring transi~nt:

March 25, 1949 to May 10, 1947

On March 2?r 1948, a COLlpact flock of 15 birds ".;essenn sitting

on Henloy'sLC:t:ce following a night of ht::5VYrRinfal1.

Forster's Tern. Sterna fosteri.--
On May 5, 1948, Stevens SAT. an iI!JDlntureat Henley's. Fred

Soott sew two on the James River at soottsville on September 14,1948.

John B. CEtlhoun wrote in the Roven VIII:69, "I was much sur-

prised to see a tern flying over the reflection pool at the Univer-
sity er:.rlyin October 1937. It wes either the CODIIlonor Forstor's."

To the writers it seems noro likely that the bird was Forstor's
(Sterna fosteri) as the Comcon Tern has not been rocorded from

CApe IIenry in fn11 after September 20 nnd froD Cape Hatterns after

early October, while Forster's Terns have been recorded as l~te ps
Novo~ber flnd December from the Norfolk region.

ComMon Tern. Sterna hirundo hirundo.

Fred Scot~und 5 speciIDen;-r:358896-900) in the Anerican lros-

eUM of Natur~l History which were from the Dwight Collection and
were taken in AlbemArle County by Rives. There were no dates re-
corded.

There are 3 recent records from Henley's: ~wless S?W one ?n
April 8, 1948; Minor ond Stevens found 8 bird which had been deed

about a dny on AUgllSt 8, 1948; and Lawless "nd Stevens saw one on
April 13, 1949.

Royal Tern. Tha1asseus m~xirnus maximus.

Accidental. Stevens saw 5 with c Forster's Tern at Henley's
on Mny 5, 1948, after a night of heavy rain.

Caspian Tern. Hydroprogne cr-spia.

One reoord. Lawless observed one at Henley's on May 1, 1949.

Blaok Tern. Chlidonias nigra surinamensis.
Fall transient. Six records:

~ugust 2, 1948 to September 16, 1949

MOst records from Henloy's. Maximum, 2 (September 7, 1948).

Rock Dove. Columbp. livia.

Some truly fer~l birds nest in buildings ann eRves 0f houses
about Charlottesville.

- -- -- -
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Eastern Mourning D0ve. Zenaldure macroura corolinensis.
Cornmon resident. Flocks of 100 or more occasionally seen from

early August to 16te Jonu~ry. Breeding: nest-building, April 8;

sitting on nest, hpril 16 (Rtves); carrying food, June 6.

Passenger Pigeon. Ectopistes migratorius.
Extinct. Rives writes in his Cobhmn list, "Occasionr>lduring

the colder months of the ye11r."

Yellow-billed CUckoo. Coccyzus americanus americanus.
SU1'Dmerresident; not very COI~aon.

April 26, 1932 to October 8, 1947
~verege; May 3 to September 25. Maximum, 21 (August 16, 1948);

average, 3 or 4. Breeding; carrying food August 16.

Black-billed Cuckoo. Coccyzus erythropthalmus.
Scarce summer resident;

April 27, 1949 to Lugust 13, 1949

Maximum, 4 (May). Breeding: 3 freshly h~tched young, July 23,
1949.

Barn Owl. ~ alba prptincol~.
In December, 1889, Rives snw the skin of one that had been shot.

Barger mentions one that hod been captured 8 few miles outside of

Charlottesville in June, 1930. Calhoun recorded one on October 22,
1936. Stevens henrd of one that was shot in a bnrn neor Blenheim

in December, 1947.

Southern Screech Owl. Otus asio asia.

Resident; tolerabl~mmon, ;ur-c0~monest owl. Breeding: sev-
erAl records of young birds, but no dates. We hnve listed our
Screech Owl as ~, but it is possible that some ~f our winter
birds may be naevius. However, we have not done nny collecting.

Great Horned Owl. ~ virf7inian~s virginionus.
Unco~~on resident. Rives in his Cobham list called the bird

tolerably common. Breeding: a young bird was f~und at H0t~p's

Cliff by Wayne Marshell in ibateApril or early May, 1945.

Snowy Owl. Nyctea scandieca.

James Irvine sow one that had been sh0t near Crozet on November

28, 1940 and mounted by ~~. Pete Bruton of Charlottesville.

Northern BBrred Owl. Strix vnria varia.

Resident; uncoDITlon,but I:i:)reCO~'1lonthan the Great H0rned Owl.
No breeding record.

--



Pa~e 85 THE RAV1~N N~v. - Dec. 1949

Long-eared Owl. ~ otus wils~n1anus.
Twv records: Rives in his Oetal~gue says, "I have known of

one or more caught in a trap in Albemarle Oounty in the winter of
1887-8". Mr. J. T. Stewqrt, Jr. of Portsmouth writes in the Raven
111:10 thp.t ~n owl of this species was caught in a steel trap in
Sugar Hollow in November 1929.

Saw-whet Owl. Ae~olius aeadics Bcedica.
Three reeord~: A dead bird found and riven to O~lhoun on N~v-

ember 12, 1936, at Oharlottesvillo; January 1944 J~mes Irvine found
a dep.d bird on the Lynchburg highway, near Charlottesville, and
made n skin of it; December 7, 1948, one found by}ft.rs. J. H. Vfuite-
mon in a holly tree in her yard in Charlottesville.

Eastern Vfuip-poor-will. Caprirnul~us vociferus v~ciferus.
Summer resIdent; common, pcrticulorly in the Blue Ridge.
April 10, 1949 to September 25, 1944
No breeding record.

Eastern Nighthnwk. Chordeiles minor ~~nor.
Summer resident; rrre. Transient; co~on, abundant in fall

some years.
April 25, 1884 (Rives) to October 12, 1946
Average: early May to late September with flocks of fall mi-

grants as early as kugust 10. Elmo St~v~ns and his facily saw a
thousund ~r uore Nighthuwks in Sugar Hollow in lote August, 1944,
just before dark. Ooincident with this flight of birds were swarms
of dragonflys (Odonata)flying cbout 6 ft. above the ground. The
Nighthawks were not feeding on the drobonflys, however.

No breeding evidence. A pairusuAlly seen flying over downtown
Oharlottesville and the University.

Ohimney Swift. Ohaetura pelogica.
Very coenon s~er resident:
April 4, 1945 to October 19, 1947
Average: April 13 (3 years April 16) to

Maximun, 510 (September 13, 1947). Breeding:
23 to Aurust 30. 0

ab~ut October 15.
youn~ in nest June

Ruby-throated Humrndngbird. hrehilochus colubris.
Summer resident; Bomewhet uncommon:
April 15, 1948 to October 6, 1931 (Freer)
Average: late April t~ lote Septenber. Maxirnuc, 23

16, 1948); n~rmal, 2-3. Breeding: M~y 8, nest-building;
feeale sitting on nest.

{AUfust
July 30,

Eastern Belted Kingfisher. MeR8ceryle alcyon alcyon.
Uncommon resident; scarce in winter. M1'\xir.nm, 010; n~real,2.
Breedi~: March 25, excavating; May 7-28, feeding y~ung in h~le.

---
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Northern Flicker. Colaptes auratus luteus.
Resident; c~mmon in sum@er; uncommon or scarce in winter. Be-

comes scnrce after the first week in November and common by early
March. Succer status: maximum, 40; norrool, 8. Winter stotus:

moximuc, 8; normal, 3. Breeding: young in nest, May 31 to June 8;

young out, June 4-22.

Southern Pileated Woodpecker. Hylatomus pileatus pileatus.
Resident; uncommon because of scarcity of large timber. Rives

listed it as tolerably common. Maximum, 7; normal, 2. OnSeptember
18, 1946, a female was shot near "Morven", the stomach of which con-

tained 34 elderberries and a number of ants and small winged insects.

The wing measured 9 inches and the tongue 5 inches (when stretched).

Breeding: one using a hole in 8 sycamore at Albemarle Lake through-
out April 1949.

Red-bellied Woodpecker. Centurus carolinus.
Fairly common resident. Maximum, 9; no~,l, 2-3. Breeding:

young in hole, April 30 to June 10; young out, June 4.

Red-headed Woodpecker. Melanerpes erythrocephalus erythrocephalus.
Scarce resident. It had not been recorded in some winters be-

fore we discovered some of the wintering areas. We now believe
there is little difference in its s~er and winter status. Gris-

com from summer observations in 1915 and 1916 called it "notably
abundant". Maximum, 9 (December 26,1925: Barger). In recent
years our maximum is 4. Breeding: eggs, Mey 2 (Charles Plett).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Sphyrapicus varius varius.
Uncot~on winter visitor:

October 2, 1944 and 1948 to April 27, 1947
Average: October4 to April25. Maximlliu,5; normal, 1-2.

Eastern Hairy Woodpecker. Dendrocopus villosus villosus.
Resident; uncommon to scarce in su~er, a little more co~on

in winter. Maximum in winter, 8; nO~ial, 1. Scott found a specimen
in the ~erican Muse~ which wos collected by Rives in April 1888.
Breeding: young in hole,May 22-30.

Northern Downy Woodpecker. Dendrooopus pubescens medianus.
Common resident; most common in winter. V/inter Stl.tuS: max-

imum, 30; no~el, 12. Summer status: Daximum, 12; normcl, 8.
Breeding: nest-building, April 13; young in hole, YEY 9 to June 8;
young out, May 17 to June 8.

Red-cockaded Woodpecker. Dendroc~pus borealis borenlis.
Scott found two speoimens in the American MUseum which were

- --
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collected by Rives at Cobham. Both were moles, and one {no. 96427}
was taken on the renarkable date of December 30, 1887. Rives in his
Cobhnm list snid, "Rare. Observed in April and May. This is a wild,
shy species, frequentmgusually the thick woods; it utters loud,
ohirping cries." In his Catalogue he ~rites, "I have foupd this
species occ~sionally in Albemarle County, although ft is rare. In-
dividuals were observed in the months of Janu8ry, April, MAY, and
September. I know of no other record f~r the Virginias, but it
will probably prQve to be not uncocmon south of the Ja~es River."

It is surprising that this Austroriparian bird has been re-
eordod in Albemarle County, when t0day it is rare even in the s~uth-
eastern corner of the state.

Eastern Kingbird. Tyrannus tyrannus.
COlillnOn sumraer resident:

April 13, 1948 and 1949 to September 11, 1948
~verage: Mid-April ti the first ~eek in Septomb~r.

22; normal, 10. Breeding: eggs, N~y 17 to June 21.
M8ximum,

Northern Crosted Flycatcher. N~iarchus crinitus bareus.
Fairly common sur~uer resident:
April 2Q, 1947 to Septeiliber 24, 1946
Average: April 25 to mid-September. MDximum, 18;

Breeding: June 5, nest And 5 eggs in a newspaper tube,
with snakeskin (Minor).

n0rmnl, 5.
complete

&~stern Phoebe. Sayornis ph0ebe.
Resident; common in s~er, scarce in winter (sosetimes ab-

sent). Birds usunlly become cocrmon by tho lost week in March and
are scarce flfter the first week 0f November. Mr.ximum in winter, 4;
in migration, 26; in summer, 16. N0rmcl in slli~1er, 6. Breeding:
first brood nest compluted, March 16; eggs, April 9027; young in
nest, April 22 to MDy 31; feeding young out of nest, May 5 to June
26. Sec0nd brood eggs, June 7 to July 5; Y0ung in nost, June 22;

young out of nest; July 10.

Yellow-bellied Flyc~tcher. Empldonox ~laviventris.
Fall transient; Five redords: August 25, 1947; Septeffibor2,

1948; September 7, 1948; Sept{:mber 9, 1946, Sept.ember 9,1948.

Acadian Flycatcher. Empidonax viresccns.
Common summer resident:
May 1, 19~8 to Sept~illber13, 1947

kverage: ~IDY3 to Septouber 9. Maximum, 29; normal,13.
This bird is cowman in the her.locks of the l::nver Blue Ridge hol-
lows and has been found as high as 2800 ft. on the headwatersof
Ivy Creek near L->ft Mt. Broeding: eggs, May 22 to June 10. Dr.
Herbert Friedmann recalls a young Cowbird in an Acadian's nest in
lcte June of 1923, when he did sarno wnrk here.

-- ---
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Alder Flycatcher. Empidonax trai11ii trai11ii.
Grey collected a female on September 23, 1948 at Be11air Pond.

THE RAVEN Nov. - Dec. 1949

Least Flycatcher. Empidonax minimus.

Rare transient according to positive identifications. May 3,

1948, a singing bird (Stevens); May 4, 1932 (Freer); May 6, 1947,

a singing bird (Stevens); August 23, 1949, a bird which sang once,
an unusuai record (Lawless and Stevens). Rives recorded it in his

Cobham list, and Minor saw one in the spring of 1943.
Griscom believes the majority of the fall migrants of the genus

Empido~ax belong to this species. Empidonax flycatchers are seen

not uncommonly from August 24 to September 29, of which only the
Yellow-bellied and some Acadians are identifiable.

~stern Wood Pewee. Contopus virens.
Common summer resident:

April 27, 1948 to October 18, 1947
Average: N£y 5 to October 12. Maximum, 46; normal, 10. Breed-

ing: nest-building, May 8-24; eggs, May 17 to June 24; feeding

young out of nest, July 25 to August 25.

Olive-sided Flycatcher. Nuttal10rnis borealis.
Rare transient; Four records: May 5, 1932 (Freer); May 24,

1947, one in Sugar Hollow (Stevens); September 7,1948, one on
North Fork of Moorman's River (Stevens); and September 12,1948,
one on Big Flat Mtn. (Stevens).

Northern Horned Lark. Eremophi1a a1pestris a1pestris.

Very scarce winter visitor. Grey collected one December 6,

1944, and obsorved 3 others in a flock of Prairies on ~~cember 22,
1944 on the Garth Road. October 26, 1946, 4 nenr Albemarle Leke
(MInor and Stevens); February 1, 1947, 5 in the Hessian BarrAcks

vicinity (Stevens); and February 3,1949, one at Henley's (Grey
and Stevens) . Rivas rec orded it in hi s Ceta1ogue.

Prairie Horned Lark. Eromophi1a a1pestris practico1a.

Resident; SC8~oe in summer; not uncommon in winter. In mi-
gration it arrives in late September and departs in mid-March.

~ximum, 100 (November); normal in winter, 10; normal in summer,l.
Breeding: eggs, March 30 to April 25, all at Henley's.

Tree Swallow. Iridoprocne bico1or.

Transient; uncommon in spring, SCArce in fell:
March 30, 1947 to May 22, 1948

August 3, 1947 to October 19, 1946

Griscom reported 2 on July 11, 1916. Maxicum in spring, 30.

- - - -- --
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Bank Swallow. R1paria riparia riparia.

Transient; scarce in spring; very scarce in fall:

May 1, 1948 to May 28, 1949

August 14, 1949 to September 20, 1948

Maximum, 15 (August 15, 1949).

Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis.
Uncommon summer resident:

March 26, 1949 to August 16, 1947
Average: late March or early April to late July or the first

week in August. Maximum, 29 (summer); normal, 3. Breeding: eggs,

May 7-18; young in hole, June 8-24; feeding young out of hole, June
21 to July 8.

Barn Swallow. Hirundo rustica ervthrogaster.
Somewhat uncommon summer resident:

April 3, 1949 to September 23, 1948
Average: mid-April to late .August. Maximum, about 380 (AU8Ust

14, 1949); normal, 3. Breeding: feeding young out of nest, August 3.

Northern Cliff Swallow. Petrochelidon pyrrhonota albifrons.

Transient; uncommon in spring:

April 13, 1948 to May 17, 1947

Three fall records: August 3, 1947, one (Wanor); August 14,
1948, ten (Stevens); August 14,1949, three (Minor and Stevens).
Maximum, 30 (May 8, 1947). In the summer of 1944 several peirs

were thought to have bred at a small pond on Monticello Mtn., but

the birds have not been seen at that place since. Rives, in his

Cobham list, writes, "Summer visitor - rather rare, nests on build-
ing at railway st~tion at Cobhem". Grey visited the station in the

summer of 1946 but found no signs of nests or birds.

Purple ~tr.rtin. Progne subis subia.

Former summer resident; only two records in recent years: two

birds M~y 7, 1948 (Lawless), and one May 8,1948 (Stevens). Dr. H.
S. Hedges says that there used to be e lprge colony in boxes behind
Pence end Sterling Drug Store which stood on the corner of Main and

Seoond Streets N. E. in Charlottesville, but that nesting site w"s

disturbed by construction nearby. Borger and Gurtler reported it
as a rare bird in 1933.

Northern Blue Jay. Cyanocitta cristata cristata.

Somewhat common resident. Breeding: nest-building, April 1-20;

eggs, April 12 to May 6; young in nest, May 16 to June 1; young on
wing, May 12 to June 10. Calhoun reported in 1935 that on October

10-13 a migration of Jays took place over Charlottesville, the
birds following a single route. He watched them for an hour ond a

half each day and observed that from 150-250 birds passed over dur-

- --
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ing a day, flying high in straggling flocks. (Roven VII:?). Grey
observed similar flights on October 6, 1944, except there were fev;er

birds; and again on April 26, 1945, when there was a flock of 25

birds high over the University grounds.

Northern Raven. Corvus corax princep~lis.

SUmmer resident in the Blue Ridge section; scarce. It hps been

recorded over SugAr Hollow and the Moorman's River wotershed from
May to November, usually in groups of 2 or 3, but once in a group

of 5. Maximum, 7 (two groups seen by Fred R. Scott on November 24,
1948 at Jarman's Gop and Calf Mtn.). There ere two records of birds

seen away from the mountains: In the foll of 1931 Freer sow one ~n

the Rivanna neer Ch~rlottesville (Raven July 1933, p.ll}, and on Dec-
ember 30, 1948 Scott saw one at Farmington Pond just west of Char-
lottesville.

Minor and Stevens have seen Bevens harry Turkey Vultures until

the latter vomited its food. As the regurgitated food fell earth-
ward the Raven would dive after it and crtch it on the wing. Some-

times a Raven will harry a Vulture doggedly for about ten minutes,
and if it meets with no success will flyaway.

Eastern Crow. Corvus brachyrhynchos brochyrhynchos.

Winter visitor; probably makes up the large flocks of birds

seen on the lowlands of the Bivanna. One collected Dececber 30,
1944 with a wing spread of 12.1 inches.

Southern Crow. Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus.

~bundant resident. SUmmer st~tus: maximum, 170; normal, 25.
Winter status: maximum, e05; normal, 75. Breeding: carrying nest-
ing material, March 5; young in nest, May; feeding young out of nest,
May 29 to July 8. The .irds appear to gather in large flocks the
latter part of August.

Fish Crow. Corvus ossifra~s.

Resident; scarce in summer; uncommon in winter. Maximum, 11
(December); normal! 2~ Breeding: Lawless found a nest 35 ft. up

in a pine near Sco.~.i;Stadium on April 21, 1949. This nest appeared
to be abandonedlf1i;o't", Robert Ridgewaywas the ffrst to record this
species for the cc.:m:;y,when in his comment in the Bulletin .2.t the
Nuttall Orni tho1op!;t£'~~Club VII p. 250, he Baid, "During a recent
trip to Char1ottes'Jo~le, Albeme.r1e Couijty, Virginia, I wes much

surprisedto find '::;~le fish crow exceedinglycommon - quite as num-
erous in fact as tht: L:ommon crow." Ridgeway did not say whet time

of year (about 188;;,} his ~'istotoccurred, but it is the only time
the bird has been l~o9.tedas "exceedingly conmon". Griscom reported
several pairs in the summer of 1915 or 1916.

-- --
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Carolina Chickadee. Parus carolinensis subsp.
Common resident. Winter status: Maximum, 88; normal, 15.

Summer status: maximum, 41; normal, 10. Breeding: young in nest,
April 29 to May 26; reeding young out of nest, May 31 to June 9.

Tufted Titmouse. Parus bicolor.

Common resident. Winter status: mnximum, 39; normal, 10.
Summer status: maximum, 23; normal, 9. Breeding: Rives recorded
eggs in early May. Young in nest, April 30 to June 0; reeding
young out of nest, ~~y 29 to June 21.

White-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta carolinensis carolinensis.

Uncommon resident. Maximum, 14; nor~al, 2. Breeding: neat-
building, MRrch 30 (Calhoun); eggs, April 13 (Calhoun); carrying
food, April 29; young on wing, Y~y 11 to June 2. Calhoun in the
Rf\ven Vll:9 snys, "Two white-breasted nuthAtches were banded in
November. They remained for two months and then left. During the

first week of Maroh two returned, but I do not know whether they
are the same two, because I have not been able to capture them. On

March 30 they beg~n building a nest in a hollow tree in the back

yard. Althou?h the nest wes finished in a few d~ys no eggs were

laid until April 13th. Seven eggs were laid. During the nest-

building,which W'.S carried on by only one of the birds, the pair
was noisy, but as soon as incubation began the pair was rarely seen

and more rarely heard. The eggs hatched early on the morning of
April 30th."

Red-bre~st6d Nuthatch. Sitta c~~adensis.

Winter visitor; somewh~t common:

September 15, 1948 to April 29, 1947

One leta bird reoorded May 17, 1947. Average:

to the third week in ~pril. Maximum, 19; normal, 3.
scorce. during the winters of 1944-5 and 1947-8.

lete September

Unusually

Brown Creeper. Certhic fa~lioris nmeric~na.
Winter viai tor; not unCOI:J::IOn:

October 7, 1944 to May 4, 1944

Aver~ge: mid-October to Mid-April. Maxinum, 13; norm?l, 3.

Eastern House Wren. Tro~lodytes aedon aedon.
Common su~er resident:

April 11, 1947 to October 21, 1948

Average: April 15 to October 5. In the abnorMally wild spring
of 1948 Minor recorded one bird 8S eArly as March 26, snd they be-
ceme numerous by April 3. Mpximum, 10; nOrHal, 8. Breeding: young
in nest, May 17 to August 4. A male which Grey collected on Mny 23,
1949 was identified by Wetmoro as aedon.

- - --- - - - - - - - - -
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Eastern Winter Wren. TroRlodytes troglodytes hiemalis.
Unoommon winter visitor:

Sept~mber 2~, 1948 to May 3~ 1944
Average: early October to late April. Maximum, 14; normal, 2.

Bewick's Wren. Thryomanes bewickl1 bewick1i.

Sunmer resident; uncommon alc'rigthefOOt of the Blue Ridge and

in the mountains, scarcer eastwardj found nesting as far east as the

Hart farm near Slate Hill Church) eas~ of Carter's Mountain.

Mar0h 20~ 1948 to October 30, 1947

Mro:iu~1 5; normal, 2. Breeding~ eggs, April 18 to May 31;
young, Mny 22 to june 7. In 1944 ,:Ee'vensnoted it nesting vn a farm
in Sugar Hollow, in the pocket of an old scareorow. At that time

there were no House Wrens nesting in the vicinity. The fullo~ng

summer the House Wren appeared, and both species nested in the same
immediate area. The next summer only the House Wren was present;

this was also true in 1947. Although the Bewick's Wren is becoming
scarcer in the last few years this is the only case which rye have
observed of the House Wren invading an area and dominating that
species.

Carolina Wren. Thryothorus ludovicianu~ subsp.
Common residen't. Viinterstatus: maximum, 38; normal,

mer status: m8ximum, 27; normal, 8. Breeding: eggs, june
young in nest, june 18 to july 2; young out of nest, May 15

9. Sum-

7-18;
to Aug.10.

Long-billed Marsh 'iiren. Telematodytes palustris subsp.

Sc~rce transient; found in wet meadows and around ponds:

April 20, 1948 to May 23, 1947

August 24, 1949 to October 18, 1947

Maximum, 3 (August 24 and September 24, 1949).

Short-billed Marsh Wren. Cistothorus platensis stellaris.

Formerly regarded as a transient; now believed to be a summer
resident. In 1948 a few birds were seen at the wet meadow near Hat-

ton in May and September. In 1949 a colony was discovered there on

july 20 and further investigntion revealed at least 9 singing males

with as many ns 12 individuals being seen on August 24. Three "dummy"

nests were located on August 3 which male birds were building but

which appenred completed. As yet no positive evidence of breeding
hns been securod. All l~bemarle recorrls are from Hatton:

May 1, 1948 to May 21, 1949

july 20, 1949 to September 30, 1948

Eastern Mockingbird. Mlmus polyglottes polyg~:9.~.!~.
Common residen'~. Maximum, 30; normal, 10" Breeding: eggs,

April 28 to Y~y 11; young, May 4 to june 3. Rives recorded 8 second

- - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - -



- -- ----.---

PaEZe 93 NovL.~ .D!;c. 1949

brood with eggs on july 7. One record of a bird at 2500 ft. in the

Blue Ridge in a pasture scattered with hawthorn thickets.

Catbird. Dumetella corolinensis.
Common Sun:u::lerresident:

April 18, 1947 to October 16, 1931 (Curtler and Freer)

Average: April 25 to October 7. Maximum, 32; .normal, 12.

Breeding: carrying nesting rooterial, May f? to june 19; eggs, V,ay

12-23; young, june 2 to August 14.

Brown Thrasher. Toxostoma rufum rufum.

Fairly common summer resident:
March 24, 1948 to October17, 1946
Average: early April to early October. Maximum, 16;

Breeding: egg~, April 26 to May 10; young_ WillY20 to july
normal, 7.
20.

Eastern Robin. Turdus migratoriu~ rn1~atorius.
Abundant transient; scarce in winter. We include this form

(without having collected a specicen) on the basis of the fact that

Grey noted in eollecting Robins at Raloigh, N. C. that birds taken
in the open fields and woods were usually the eastern form. From

February to mid-April large flocks are found in fields and pastures,
while wintering birds are usually found in dociduous woods. The

fall migration is never uS pronouneed as the spring movement, and
it occurs mostly in October. Dr. H. S.Hedges remembers that some
DOYs killed 450 birds in one day before they were protected by the
Game Laws.

Southern Robin. Turdus Digrotorius achrusterus.
Abundant summer resident. Birds appear in yards around Char-

lottesville in early February an~ depart in mid-October. SUmmer
status: maximum, 65; no rII1E!1 , 45. Breeding: nest-building, April
15; eggs, April 7 to May 5; young, April 18 to August 16. At least
two broods.

Wood Thrush. Hylocichla mustel1na.
Common summer resident:

April 13, 1930 to October 16, 1946

AverAge: April 20 to early October. Maximum, 41; normal, 12.
Breeding: nest-building (lst~ brood), Mny 8-15, (2nd. brood), june
29; eggs, Msy 14-24; young, June 2 to july 28.

Eastern Herm! t Thrush. Hylooichla ~ttata faxoni.
Somewhat uncommon winter visitor:
October 8, 1949 to May 14, 1944
Average: October20 to April 29. Maximum,9; nor:nal, 2.

This specios departs about the tine the Olive-back arrives, and
records for May are rather rare.

- - -- -- ---
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Olive-backed Thrush. HlloCiCr~austulata ustulata.Tr8nsientj oommon more so in spring than in fall):
April 29, 1947 to May 25, 1948
Spring stntus: IDeximum,38 (Mny 17); normnl, 10. The najQrity

of the greet multitude of migr~ting Thrushes heRrn. flying overhe~d
on September nights sounds P.s if they might be of this species. Stev-
ens saw one on HF.wksbill Mountnin, MAolson Oounty, os lete es Mry 27,
1946.

Grry-cheeked Thrush. Hylocichla mlnime minima.
Soarce trAnsient:
~~y 8, 1948 to ~.y 31, 1949
September 23, 1948 to October 8, 1949
Maximum, 3 (MAY 17, 1947 and Septenber 26, 1948). It mny be

more common than our reoords indicate, as we have depended upon
sight rather than ear for identification, and when there was any
doubt as to whether a bird was a Gray-cheek or an Olive-back, we
have called it the latter. The Dwight Oollection contains two Albe-
marle specimens taken in September 1885, and September 26, 1894.

Veery. Hylocichla fusces~ens fuscescens
Transient; scarce in spring:
May 2, 1943 to May 21, 1949
There are 3 fall records: one, August 28, 1946; one, August

31, 1949; ana two, September 10, 1947. There is no suitable breed-
ing territory within the oounty. Stevens has found it outside of
the county on Bear Fence I~untain, Greene Oounty, as low as 3050
ft. in summer.

Eastern Blu&b1rd. Sialic. slc.lts 0s1all,s.. '. o.
Oc~on residentj nearly twice as common in winter as in sum-

mer. Summer status: maximum, 70; normal, 12. Winter status: max-
imum, 76; norcal, 20. Breeding: 1st. brood - nest-building,Feb-
ruary 29 to April 5; eggs, June 23-27; young in nest, April 22 to
June 11; young out, June 7. 2nd. brood - young in nest, June 22;
young out, July 10. 3rd. brood -eggs, July 14-30; young in ncst#
July 31 to September 2.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. Polioptila caerulea caerulea.
Fairly common summer resident:
April 2, 1949 to September 24, 1949
Average: April 11 to September 10. Maximum, 21; normal, 5.

Breeding: nest-building, April 25-27; eggs, May 7-17; young in
nest, May 28 to June 11. Breeds up to 800 feet in the lower hollows
of the Blue Ridge; much more corncon east of Charlottesville.

Eastern Golden-crowned Kinr,let. Regulus satraps satraps.
l~undant winter visitor:
nctober 5: 194ry to Ap~il 27, 1944

- --- - - -- - - - -
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Average: October 9 to mid-April. Arrives in large nucbers in
early November. Max~mum,188 (December); normal, 50.
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Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Re~us calendula calendula.
Corncon tr~nsient and uncommon winter visitor; scarce some w1n~ers.
September 23, 1948 to May 10, 1947
Average: September 27 to earlyMay. MaxinUIJ, 26 (Christmas

Count); normal, 4; in migr~tion, 10.

American Pipit. Anthus spinoletta rubescens.

Uncommon transient; usually occuring in fsirly large flocks:

October 28, 1948 to N~vember 26, 1948
February 24, 1949 to March 28, 1947
Y~imum, 350 (March 18, 1949); normal, 50-100.

Cedar Waxwing. Bombycilla cedrorum.
Resident; scerce breeder, common transient, not unco~mon s~me

winters but absent others. Flocks seen as early as September 1 v.nd
as late as June 2. Maximum in migrution, 144; n~rmal in migr~tion,
20. Breeding: nest-building, MDy 29; eggs, June 8; feeding young,
July 8-17.

Loggerhead Shrike. Lanius ~udovicianus ludovicianus.
Calhoun collected a mcle near Charlottesville on April 12, 1936

and sent it to OberhJlser who wrote: "It proves as you suspected to
be a loggerhe:idshrike, and a most interestin~ record for the inter-
ior Qf Virginia, extending the rAnge of this form 8 consider~,ble
distance northw~~rd." Cc.lhounobserved, "It is possible thet this
wes a nestir~ bird". (Reven VII no. 5-6, p. 11) Scott found two
skins of luc'lOv::cianus in the .Ar:lericcn Museum ~lhich were trken at-----
Cobh~m on Novc~ber 25, 1891 and November27, 1888. Grey secured
two adult females, one on Dece~ber 18, 1944 and the other on May
23, 1949, which Wetmore identified as ludovicianus.

N~gront Shrike. Lanius ludovicianus ~~granso
Unco~on resident. A bird in the Dwight Collection was taken

at Cobham on November 21, 1890, and an ndult ~8le was taken by Grey
on Dece~ber 9, 1944 and identified by Wetmore. Breeding Shrikes
will probably prove to be ludJvicianus with mi~rens ns a winter vis-

itor, but until more information is obtained throu?h collecting we
shell arbitrarily consider migrans the breeder. Maximum, 12; normal,
2. Breeding: nest-building, June 3; young out of nest, May 7 t~
June 6. In observing the early post-breeding wandering of Shrikes,
Grey noted two birds on the Scottsville R~ad ne~r Blue Ringe Sana-
torium on June 16th., and on the 17th. noted thnt one of them had
movod about one mile southward, ~nd by the 20th. had moved a total

of four miles. That individual was not seen during the week follow-
ing although one bird was still seen at the SanAtJrlum.

---
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Sterling. Sturnus vu1garis\'vu1goris.
Abundant resident. Juvenile birds begin to flock in late May

and early June, and they often roost in t::mIl in large flocks with
grackles in August, September and early October. J~ter October the
flocks are usually SGen outside of town. Young in nest April 1 to
June 11.

White-eyed Vireo. Vireo griseus griseus.
Summer resid~nt; not uncommon, being more co~on in the eastern

part of the county, but also found up to 900 ft. in mountain hallows
of the Blue Ridge.

April 12, 1949 to October 6, 1947
llverage: April 15 to late September, Y.axiIJUID., 14; normel, 4.

Breeding: completed nest, May 21; eggs, June 1; feedine a young
Cawbird out of the nest, June 21; young out, July 16 to August 14.
One record of a sinr,ingbird at Via School on the North Fork Moor-
man's River at 2100 ft. on July 10, 1947.

Yellow-throated Vireo. Vireo flnvifrons.--
UneoIn.r~onS'lk""Irn.erresidbn't:
Ap~ll 11, 1949 (Joh~Irvine and F. R. Scatt) to Ootober4,1949
hV0rage:April 14 to September23. MaxiMUm,11; normal, 4. N~

breeding records.

Blue-headed Vireo. Vireo solitarius sa1itarius.
Uncommon transie~t~
Mf1rch 29, 1948 to May 10, 1947
Septe~ber 6, 1947 to October 30, 1947
AVGrcge~ early April to early Way and late September to late

October. Seve~~l August ~ecords (one as early as hUgust 9, 194?}
have been mad~ n~er the foot of t~e Blue Ridge which probably repre-
sent individuc.:.aof ~~].!:.~.9~,'~~which have wand :ired fro,n thoj;: breeding
grounds nc. ~ m3~,.y" roiltJS away~ No specimens of ~oli!.~::::~have been
collected} but we consider the migrants seen away from the mountains
to be that fOJ:'I!lD

Mountain Vireo. Vireo solitarius a1ticola.---.---
Un~ommon summer resident in the B~ue Ridge beginning at 1000

ft. Brf;oding: nest-'buildlr.g May 1'7 at 2275 ft. at Blackrock G£.p;
carrying food at 2700 ft. near Brown'sGap on August 14; Dnd feeding
young out of nest June 8 at 2500 ft. near BlackrockLeanto.

lkd-eyed Vireo. Vir~<2. olivaceus.
Abundnnt summer residen~. Perheps the most abundant bird in

this aree.

April 19, 194? to October 16, 1948

Average: April 25 to early Octobor. Maximum, 120 (Mpy 25);
normal, 50. Breeding: nest-building, tmy 10; eggs, Awy 17 to June

7; feeding young, June 1-22; feeding young of second brood, July 19
to August 5. Feeding a young Cowbird out of nest July 23.

- - -
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Philadelphia Vireo. Vireo philadelphicus.

Rare transient; six recorda of single birds: the only spring

record is of a aingiqg bird on Observatory Mts. May 10, 1947 (Law-

less); September 18) 1948, Sugar Hollow (Stevens); September 20,

1948, Hatton (W~nor and Stevens); September 27, 1947, Observatory

Mtn. (Stevens); October 1, 1947, Sugar Hollow (Minor and Stevens).
There is the skin of a male in the Am. Museum which was taken in

September 1885, at Cobham.

Eastern Warbling Vireo. Vireo ~ilvus gilvus.

Formerly a rare and local summer resident; found in s~er up
till the 1930's.

April 24, 1932 to September 23, 1931 (Freer and Gurtler)

Grey and Stevens found a singing bird in the tall sycamores

where Route 29 crosses the Rivanna River on J~~e 6, 1946, which con-
stitutes the only summer record in recent years. Since 1944 it has

been a rare transient seen from May 1, 1948 to May 15, 1948 end on

September 7, 1947.

BlACk and White Warbler. Mniotllta varia.
...............

Common summer resident:

April 4, 1946 to Ootober 4, 1947
Average: April 12 to September 26. Maximum,

al, 9. Breeding: feeding young out of nest, June
30 (June); norm-

1 to July 12.

Prothonotary Warbler. Protonotaria citreA.

One record. On Mcy 7, 1949, Lawless, Stevens, and R. J. Watson

snw e singing male on a smell pond beside Highway 613, obout two

miles northwest of Scottsville. App8rently a transient, it was not
found on subsequent visits to the vicinity. This is the farthest

inland record for Virginia.

Worm-eating Warbler. Helmitheros vermivora.
Unco~non summer resident:

April 15, 1948 to September 10, 1947

Average: 3rd. week of April to the 1st. week of September.

Maximum, 13; normc.l, 5. Fall migration has been observed as early

as July 24. This species is most COmDon as 8 breeder in the Ragged
Mts., Curter's Mtn., and the Southwest Mts., all of ~hich are small

mountain groups eest of the Blue Ridge. The only birds which we

have found in s~er in the Blue Ridge have been up to 2200 ft. in

Sugar Hollow. Breeding: eggs, MP.y 19-28 (Rives); feeding young,
June 6-26.

Golden-winged Warbler. Vermivora chrysopter~.

Very scprce tr~nsiont; ten records. Thore arc 4 spring records

from April 28, 1944 to ~y 10, 1948 and 6 fpll dates frow August 16,

1947 to September 9, 1946. Two birds were seen on this last dete;
all other records are of single birds.

--- -
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Blue-winged Warbler. Vermivora pinus.
Rare transient. Griscom recorded it as "unco~on" during summer

school sessions at the University in 1915-16. Other records: June 4,
1944, one in Sugar Hollow (Minorand Stevens);August 16,1947 (Stev-
ens); August 21, 1944 (Stevens); and August 28, 1946 (stevens).

Tennosseo Vlarbler. Vermivora perigrina.

Transient; scarce in spring; common to abundant in fall, partic-

ularly in the Blue Ridge.

May 1, 1948 to May 19, 1948
Septe~ber 1, 1946 ~nd 1949 to October 27, 1946

On September 16, 1944, while driving along the Skyline Drive,
Grey found them abundant, with six or more at every place he stopped

between Rockfish Gap and Blackrook. Spring maximum, 9 (M8y 17,1947).

Nashville Warbler. Vermivora ruf{capilla ruficapilla.

Sc~rce transient; much more common in fall than in spring.

April 22, 1948 to May 10, 1947
September 12, 1948 to October 20, ~948

Barger and Curtler saw 8 birds on April 30, 1933. Stevens has

seen it in fall as ecrly as August 27, 1944, on the Page County side
of Hawksbill Mountain.

Southern Perula warbler. Compsothlypis parule acericana.
Fairly common sumcer resident:

April 13, 1948 to October 19, 1946

Average: mid-April to eerly October. Maxim~, 25; normal, 10..
Rives in the Cobharo list said, "Abundant in spring from April 19 to
May 12. It is doubtful if any remain to breed." We havo found them

breeding over all the county, but have found them wost co~~on in the

hollows of the Blue Ridge where there are hemlooks. Breeding: eggs,
MBy 18; cnrrying food, June 7; young out, June 8.

Eastern Yellow \{nrbler. Dendroica petechia acstiva.
Fairly comcon sumaer resioent:

April 20, 1947 to August 30, 1949
Average: April 23 to late July (there are only 4 records for

August). Stevens s~w one in his front yard in Charlottesville on

the very late drte of October 12, 1946 (Roven XVII:84)~ Lawless

has nn extremely eArly record of a bird on the Uni~ersity Grounds

on April 12, 1949. Maxicum, 22; normal, 4. Breeding: nest-build-

ing, May 7-24; young in nest, June 6-7; feeding young out of nost,
June 7 to July 2.

Magnolia Warbler. Dendroloa mnp-nolia.

Transient; rather uncommon in spring; ~ommon in fall:

May 2, 1930 (Gurtler) to May 28, 1949

- ---
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August 26, 1947 to October 14, 1947
Spring maximum, 7; fall maximum, 21.
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Cape May Warbler. Dendroica tigrina.

Transient; not uncommon in spring; fairly common in fall, espec-
ially in town:

April 23, 1947 to May 17, 1947

August 27, 1946 to November 4, 1947
Spring nw,ximum, 7; fall maximum, 15.

Black-throated Blue Warbler. Dondroicn caerulescens ceerulescens.

Transient; common in spring; less common in fall:

April 22, 1948 to May 22, 1948

August 31, 1946 to October 21, 1948

Average: April 27 to May 20 and mid-September

W~ximum in spring, 24; in foIl, 9. A male captured
1944, and eX~lrlned, conformed to the description of

to mid-October.

September 22,
this form.

Cairns's Warbler. Dendroica cseruloncens cnirnsi.

Uncommon Slli~er resident. Breeds in the Blue Ridge beginning at
2100 ft. This bird is somewhat locally distributed due to the lack

of mature woodlands in the higher parts of the mountains. Breeding:
two nest with 3 and 4 young, June 12, near Loft Mtn. at 2800 ft.;
feeding young out of nest, July 10, at 3000 ft. on Cedar Mtn.

Myrtle Warbler. Dendroica coronata coronate.

Winter visitor; abundant transient from 3rd. ~eek of April to
2nd. week of May and from 3rd. week of October to 2nd. week of Nove~

ber. Uncommon as a winter visitor, being most common in the eastern
and southern parts of the county.

October 2, 1946 to May 18, 1948

Maximum in migration, 222 (May 1, 1948); in winter, 25.

Black-throated Green Warbler. Dendroica virens virens.
Common transient and scarce summer resident.

April 11, 1949 (Irvine and Scott) to W2Y 22, 1948
August 24, 1949 to October 20, 1946

Average: mid-April to 3rd. week in May and 1pte August to mid-
October. As in the cnse of the Blue-heoded Vireo there ore records

of Black-thronted Greens seen neAr the foot of th8 Blue Ridge as early

as August 8 which probably breed in the mountains. Maximum in migra-
tion,26 (May6, 1948). .

Found as a summer resident in the Blue Ridge: in Sugar Hollow
from 900-1500 ft.; around Blacl:rock GAp at 2300 ft.; and on the west
slope of Cedar Mtn. at 2800 fto Also found in summer in the smBll

mountains east of the Blue Ridge; on the west slope of Heard's Mtn.

at 1600 and 1800 ft.; on ttlll Mtn. at 1500 and 1700 ft.; on Chalk
Mtn. at 1200 ft.; Wo1fpit Mtn. at 1300 ft.; BroadheAd Mtn. et 1300

-- - - ---
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ft.; and Peter's Mtn. at 1100 and 1500 ft. on the east side. These

last three mountains are in the Southwest range which lies east of

Charlottesville, Peter's Mtn. being in the northe~st corner of blbe-
marle near the Or~nge County boundary. The Black-throated Green yfarb-

ler is the only bird of the klleghanian Zone ~hich we have found in

summer east of the Blue Ridge. Breeding: feeding young out of nest,
Mt.y 30 to July 10.

Cerulean WHrbler. Dendroica cerulea.

SUmmer resident; uncommon and local.

April 13, 1948 to September 8, 1947

AverAge: l~te April to early August. Maximum, 28 (June 25,
1948). Found mostly in the mount~ins east of the Blue Ridge and is
most common in the Southwest Mts. And on Costle Rock and Y~ll Mtn.

It has not yet been found in the Blue Ridge in summer. Breer.ing:

feeding young out of nest, June 6-26.

Blackburnian Warbler. Denrlroic~ fusce.

Uncocmon transient; rare summer resident in the Blue Ridge.

April 26, 1947 to MBy 28, 1948 and 1949

August 3, 1947 to Octobor 11, 1947

Averltge: April '30to May 21 and mid-August to l~te Septer.J.ber.

Summer birds hove been found in Sugar Holl~w as low AS 1400 ft., in

the Brown's Gap vicinity, and in the Loft Mtn. vicinity. N0 breeding
rec0rd.

Yellow-throated Wp.rbler. Dendroicn dominics dominicn.

~er resident; scarce and loc81ized.

1mrch 27, 1948 tQ September 20, 1948

Maximum, 7. Found in SUFJmer in the southern and eastern parts

of the county and near Charlottesville at the City Reservoir and Ob-

servatory Mtn.; occurs over much of the county in Digration. There
are 3 sp~cimens Qf this form in the AffiericanMuseum which were taken

at Cobhr~ in 1888 and 1894. Breeding: nest-building, Mby 10(Lowless).

Chestnut-sided Wbrbler. Dendroice pensylvanica.

Unco~n summer resident in the Blue Ridge beginning at 2100 ft.;
common as a transient, especially in f611.

~pril 26, 1932 to May 21, 1947 and 1949

~ugust 3, 1947 to Septenber 30, 1948

Average: April 30 to May 15 and August 18 to Sept'ember 25. Max-

iD1UI!lin migration, 14; in summer, 31. Breeding: feeding young out
of nest, June 12 to July 10, fro!:l2100..3100 ft. A !:laleChestnut-

sidod seen foeding 8 Y'"IungB~ack end Vlhito Wf'rblorout of the nest
on June 4, 1949, nenr Loft j,1om.

Bay-breasted Warbler. Dendro~ castpneo.
Transient; uncoF~on in spri~; f~irly common in fall:
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May 3, 1947 to May 28, 1948
September3, 1948 to October 11, 1946
Maximum, 26 (September 14, 1949).

Black-poll V,'arbler. DendroicA striata. .

Transient; abund8nt in spring; fcitly cornmon in fall:
May 2, 1933 to June 4, 1948 Pond1949
September 4, 1948 to October 31, 1946
Averfige: MAY4 to Mf'y 30 and mid-September to October 23.

Maximum, 31 (May 21,1948); normal, in spring, 20; in fall, 8.

Northern Pine Warbler. Dendroic8 pinus pinus.
Commonsummer resident:
Febru~ry 22, 1949 to October 19, 1946
Average: Merch 12 to October 10. Maximum, 38; normal, 9.

One record of a bird At Albemarle Leke on December 7, 1947. Breed-
ing: nest-building, M5rch 23 to April 15; feeding young out of nest,
MAY12 to June 26. Feeding 0 young Cowbird, June 26.

N~rthern Prairie Warbler. DenQroic8 discolor discolor.
Abundant summer resident:
April 15, 1948.to September 23, 1948
Average: April 23 to September 13. Maximum, 28; nOrQ81, 15.

Hives in the Cobham list recorded this species as "Transient, rather
rare, April 23. A few remain to breed. Heve seen a pair, apparent-
ly mates, on the 19th. of l.1By." Griscom recorded it as "loCFJ1" in
1915 and 1916. Evidently it had begun to increase by the time of
Griscom's observetions. Breeding: eggs, May 14-21; feeding young,
June 15 to August 10.

liestern PaL~ Warbler. Dendroica pa~aruQ palmarum.
Uncommon transient; alr;IDst a winter visitor.
September 20, 1948 to J~nuary 8, 1948
February 15, 1947 to May 17, 1947 and 1949
Winter birds have been found in the vicinity of Henley's Leke.

MaximuD, 4 (Mpy, October, December).

Yellow Palm\jp,rb1er. Dandroica pal~orum hypochrysea.
Unco~~on transient; almost a winter visitor.
October 6, 1946 to December 30, 1947
February 20, 1947 to May 15, 1932 (Freer)
On Decenber 7, 1947, six Yellow Palms were seen in a fl~ck

with four ~7estern PFJ1ms at Henley's.

OVen-bird. Seiurus aurocppillus subsp.
Abundant summer resident:
April 14, 1949 to October14, 1947

_ -'6--_
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Average: April 21 to 2nd. week of October. Maximum, 72 (June);
normal, 30. Breeding: eggs, M~y 13-25; feeaing young, June 8 to
July 27. A Cowbird egg in each of 2 nests on May 13 and May 22.

Grinnell's ,Inter-thrush. Seiurus noveborecensis notobilis.

Scnrce transient; leest co~n in fall.

April 21, 1884 (Rives) to May 31, 1949

August 31, 1946 to October 20, 1935 (Calhoun, Raven VII;7)

AverRge in spring: May 1 to lete May. Maximum, 3 (Mey 15, 18,

25). ~etmore identified a bird c~llected by Grey on May 28, 1949,
as Grinnell's.

Thomas D. Burleigh collected 55 birds at Asheville, N. C., ond

.found that 50 were the western forn, notr-bilis, and only 5 c:)uld be

roferred to the N0rthern WF-ter-thrush, Seiurus ~. n0veb0rncensis.
John ~. Aldrich suggests that there may be 8 split ~~grAtion in
tht1t Grinnell's mny clgrFte along the mountains 11nd the Northern

along the coastol plAin. The collecting of these bir~s at points

throughout the stote would be a valuable addition to our inforcation.

Louisiana ,{ieter-thrush. Seiurus mot~cilla.

Some~hat common summer resident:

March 23, 1946 to September 13, 1948
Averege: late lffirchto oprly August. This species ond the

Yellow Wcrbler pre the first breedin~ ~nrblers to depGrt in the f~ll.

MAximum, 12; norrncl, 5. Found in the Blue Ringe as hi~h as 2800 ft.

at the headwpters of Ivy Croek. Breoding: eggs, April 27 to MAY
21; feeding young, ]~y 16 to June 22.

Kentucky Uarbler. Oporonis formosus.

Summer resident; rare Dnd local.

April 29, 1944 to August 5, 1948

All s~ner birds h~ve been found in SUBer Hollow in the vicin-

ity of the dam except a singing male on Goodloe Mtn., in the South-

west Mts., at 1200 ft. June 6, 1949. Most transients are seen in

Mey. Breeding: 4 eegs, Mfly 6; a young bird out of the nest, June
22, at 1000 ft.

Connecticut Warbler. Oporanis agilis.

Bore trRnsient in f,,~ll;5 records: Septe~ber 12, 1948, one
on Big Flat Mtn. (Stevens); SepteDber 27,1948, one At Charlottes-

ville (Minor); October 1,1947, one in SUgnr Hollow (W~nor and

Stevens); October 3, 1889, ~ specimen taken at Cobh~m, now in the

American Museum; and October 4, 1947, one at Burnt l~lls (Stevens).

Seen in shrub and vine tnngles, thickets, and other such pIeces.

Mourning TIerbler. Oporonis philAdelphia.

Rf.re transient; 4 rocords: May 12, 1947,

Charlottesville (Minor); MDY 14, 1890 (Rives);

at Farmdngton Pond (Lawless); October 4, 1947,
(Stevens).

one on the edge of

MAY 23, 1948, one
one nt Burnt 11[118

---
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Maryland Yellow-throat. Geothylpis trichos tric~'s.
Very common summer resident:
April 11, 1945 to October 20, 1946
Average: mid-April to October l8~ MP~imum, 88 (July); normal,

20. Found' on the tops of mountains in the Blue Ridge where there
are suitable briar patches. Wetmore identified as trichas a male
collected by Stevens on September 18, 1946. Breeding: 1st. brood-
nest-building, May 14 to June 5; feeding young, May 31 to June 27.
2nd. brood-nest-building, July 5; feeding young, July 10 to August
18. Feeding a young Cowbird August 3 (1linor).

Yellow-breasted Chat. Icteria virens virens.
Common summer resident:

April 26, 1945 to September 10, 1947
Ji.verage: April30 to August 31. MaxiIIDlIi1, 26; normel, 15.

Breeding: nest-building, MAY21; 4 eggs, MAY31; feeding young,
June 5 to August 4.

Hooded Whrbler. Wilsonia citrina.

Common summer resident:

April 16, 1948 to September 27, 1947

Average: April 21 to September 9. Maximum, 35; normal, 15.

Breeding: eggs, May 22 to June 11; feeding young, June 8 to July

24. Most nests hRve been found in l~urel thickets. Feeding young
Cowbird out of nest, June 26.

Wilson's warbler. Wilsonis pusilla pusilla.
Uncommon transient:

May 4, 1948 to MDy 28, 1949
August 25, 1948 to October 6, 1948

Usu~lly fo~~d in low bushy growths near w~ter.

Canada \rerbler. Wilsonia canadensis.

Uncommon transient; most common in fall.

April 30, 1933 to May 28, 19~8

July 24, 1948 to September 28, 1947
Average I May 3-23 and August 14 to September 25. This is one

of the first Warblers to appear in any numbers in the fall migration.

Maximum in spring, 14 (May l?, 1947); in fall, 8 (August 18 and 20,
1946); normal in spring, 4-5; in fall, 6. This species has not been
recorded in the county as a breeder due to the fact that there are

not many suitable woodlands or laurel thickets at a sufficiently

high 51titude. The only summer record is a pair on June 4, 1949, at
3200 ft., near the headwaters of Ivy Creek (Lawless and Stevens).

American Redstart. Setophaga ruticilla ruticilla.
Very comcon summer resident:

April 13, 1948 to October 12, 1949
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Average: April 22 to September 29. Maximum, 42; normal, 18.
Nests up to 2200 ft. in the Blue Ridge. Breeding: nest-building,

May 7-8; eggs, May 26 to June 17; feeding ~oung, June 7 to July 25.

English Sparrow. Passer domesticus domes~icus.
Abundant resident. Many people here I~ommentthat it was more

abundant prior to the advent of the automobile than it is now.

Bobolink. Dolichonyx oryzivorus.

Uncommon transient; most common in spring.

April 29, 1947 to May 28, 1948
August 23, 1949 to September 30, 1948
Found mostly at Henley's and Hatton.

3, 1948); in fall, 93 (August 31, 1949).
that can be identified by its note while

during the spring and fall migrations.

1fuxlmum in spring, 37 (May
This is one of the birds

flying overhead at night

Eastern Meadowlark. Sturnella magna magna.

Resident; common, though irregular in winter. Winter status:

Maximum, 56; normal, 8. Summer status: maximum, 28; normal, 10.
Breeding: nest and 4 young, May 10 (Camman Duke); feeding young,

Y~y 26 to August 3. Wetmore identified as magna a bird collected by
Grey on May 28, 1949, and commented, ftThis bird is somewhat inter-
mediate toward the southern form; it is large in size like the true

eastern meadowlark but the color above and below is intermediate,

merging toward the southern race.1t

Eastern Red-wing. Agelaius phoeniceus phoeniceus.

Resident; fairly common in summer, common in migration, scarce

and irregular in winter. Many birds seem to disappe~ from late

August "to mid-October. A winter flock may usually be found in the
vicinity of the IndiDn Graves Lowgrounds on the North RivannaJ Sum-

mer status: Daximum, 129 (July 27); normal, 8-10. Our largest nest-

ing group is a colony of about 60 peirs at the Hatton wet meadow.

M~ximum in winter, 400. Breeding: eggs, MBy 1-26; feeding young,
June 5 to July 29. A young Cowbird with young Red-wings, July 25.

Orchard Oriole. Icterus spurius.

Summer resident; uncommon, but more COmL10n than the Baltimore.

April 24, 1949 to August 3, 1949
Average: April 26 to August 2. There are t~o l~te dates of

single birds on August 16, 1948 end August 25, 1948, the latter ob-
served in a flock of StRrlings and Cowbirds. There seems to be a

light concentration of the yellop-plumnged birds in lnrge weed-

p£tches just before their fall depvrture, such as ? on July 27,1946
on the North Rivanna, and 12 on August 3, 1949 at Hotton. Normal, 2.

Breeding: young in nest, N~y 31 to June 14; young out, June 25.
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Baltimore Oriole. Icterus galbulc.
Rather unCOIDI:lonsUtJIiler resident:
April 22, 1945 and 1948 to September 25, 1946 (Grey)
Average: April 26 to September 7. Maximum, 4; normal,

ing: nest-building, May 6-9; young in nest, June 6-9; young
30.

1. Breed-

out, June

Rusty Blackbird. Euphagus carolinus.
Uncommon transiunt; rare winter visitor.

October 18, 1947 to May 6, 1947

Average: October 30 to November 4 and March 15 to late April.
Most common in late ~klrch and eGrly April. 190 were counted in a

roost with Grackles and Starlings on April 7, 1947, at Throves' Pond.

Stone's Purple Grackle. Quiscules Quiscula stonei.
Abundant summer resident:

January 14, 1946 (Grey) to November 13, 1944; one, DeceDber 11,

1948 (stevens)

OUr Arrival dptes, varying from January 14 to March 15, are so

irregular thpt an averpge date is of little significance. Maximum

in migration, 600. NormAl ih slli~er, 25-30. Breeding: young, May
8 to June 5. Immature birds begin flocking by mid-June. On May 21,

1949, Wetmore collected 3 stonei near scottsville.

Eastern Cowbird. Molothrus ster ster.
Somewhat uncommon summer resident; irregulp,rin winter; tbun-

dent in migration. Apparently 8 heavy migrntion in February with 8
flock of 400, February 11, 1947, and 1500, February 15, 1947. Breed-
ing: eggs, M~y 13-22; young being fed, June 21 to August 3. In
this county we have found 11 species paresitized by the C~wbird:
Acadian Flycatcher, White-eyed Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Cerulean Warb-
ler, Pine Warbler, Oven-bird, Yellow-throat, Hooded Warbler, Red-wing,
Indigo Bunting, and Song Sparrow.

Scarlet Tanager. Piranga olivacea.

Summer resident; COI~on in the Blue Ridge, Ragged and Southwest
Mountains; uncommon elsewhere though it breeds throughout the county
even as low as 450 ft. near Esmont. It is most scarce in the eastern

and southern portions of thd county. Its status in Albemarle differs

womewhat with Murray's findings in Hockbridge County, west of us.

(Raven XV p.80)
April 20, 1948 to October 11, 1947
l~erage: April 24 to October 6. MnxiD~~,24; normal, 8-10.

Latest dpte for males in breeding plumage, ~ugust 8; earliest date

for males in post-nuptial plumage, August 18. Breeding: feeding

young, June 6 to July 19.

Summer Tanager. Piron~a rubrp,~.
Fairly co~~n summer resident:

-----
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April 23, 1947 to October 1, 1948 (H. J. Wats~n).

AverAge: April 26 to m1d-Septeriber. MaximUI:l,14; normal, 5.

Breeds to the foot of the Blue Ridge at 1000 ft. but is found in

the Ragged Mts. as high as 1400 ft. Breeding: nest-building, May
12; eggs, May 26; feeding young, June 13-24.

Eastern Cardinal. Hichmondena cardinalis cardinalis.

Abundant resident. Summer status: Maximum, 62; normal, 25.

Winter status: maximum, 180; normal, 50. In winter this bird con-

gregates in flocks along weedy creek and river bottoms. The fect
that it is less common on hillsides and decidedly more abundant in

the bottomland ragweed patches at this season points to some sort

of migration which is probably local. Breeding: 1st. brood - eggs,
April 18 to M~BY 22; young, IWsy 2 to July 1. 2nd. brood - young,

July 20 to August 5.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Pheucticus ludovicianus.

Uncommon transient:

April 26, 1932 to May 22, 1948

September 9, 1948 to October 2, 1933 (CUrt1er)

Average: April 29 to May 17 and September 17-25. Maximum, 6

(April 29, 1944). Our only summer record is of 4 singing males from

2900-3100 ft. near the headweters of Ivy Creek on June 4, 1949. As

this bird does not require mature woodland for its breeding area and

there are a number of mountains in the county ovor 3000 ft. in height
it is difficult to explain its rarity here in summer.

Eastern Blue Grosbeak. Guireca cperulea caerulea.

Somewhat uncommon summer resident:

April 28, 1937 (CUrtler) to October 6, 1946
There is a remarkably late record of a bird seen ~t Hatton on

October 22, 1949 (Stevens), which seems to be the latest for Virgin-
ia or North C~rolina, not to mention the well-covered New York City

region. Average: ~~y 3 to late September. In 1947 during the May
migration an individual was seen on a wooded mountainside in the

Blue Ridge at 1000 ft. Maximum, 15; normal, 5. Breeding: 3 eggs,
June 3 (Rives); feeding young, July 15 to August 11.

Indigo Bunting. Passerine cyanea.
Abundant s\umner resident:

April 28, 1932 to October 18, 1949

Avercge: May 2 to October 11. Maximum, 133; normal, 40-50.
Breeding: 2 broods - feeding young, June 21 to August 18.

Dickcissel. Spiza americena.

One record. John B. Calhoun recor1ed one on October 6, 1935.
(Hp.ven VIr no. 7)

- - - -- - -
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~stern Evening Grosboek. Hesperiphona vespertina vespertine.
Accidental winter visitor. .On February 16, 1946, Grey observed

15 birds in the yard of Mrs. J. ~. Whiteman in Charlottesville - a
flock of 4 adult males and 11 femalesor immatures. Mrs. Whiteman
said that the birds hed been there previously in mid-January. On

December 26, 1945, Noel and Elmo Stevens saw 3 birds which, from
their descriptions, may have been these. The last observation was

made on March 5, 1946, when Grey found 10 birds near the Whiteman's.

Eastern Purple Finch. Carpodacus purpureus purpureus.
Common winter visitor; sometimes irregular; most c~mmon as a

spring transient.
September 26, 1948 to May 11, 1947
Average: October 20 to April 25. Flocks in winter are often

larger than in migration, but the bird is loss regular in winter.
Maximum in winter, 270 (February 25, 1944}.

Common Redpoll. Acanthus flammea flammea.
Accidentel winter visitor. On February 9, 1947, one was seen

by Mrs. J. K. Pollock of Blue Ridge Road, Charlottesville, in her
back yard. It sat in a shrub not fer from her window, preened its

feathers for some ti~e, and then flew int~ s~me pines. She observed
th~t it was the size of a Pine Siskin - of which she saw many that
year - and smeller thnn P.Purple Finch. The pink cap was 0 deeper

color than the pink on the breast; there WAS also some pink on the
back, and a faint suggestion of yellow on the flanks. Grey talked
to her and thought that she had her identific~tion correct. Mrs.

Pollock saw the bird two more times, on February 20 and February 23.
These observetions were concurrent with the spectacular invasion of
Redpolls which flooded the northeastern stptes in the winter of

1946-47 and which were reported from as far south as western North

Corolina. (~udubon Field Notes, Vol. 1, No.3, Mfly 1947)

Pine Siskin. Spinus pinus pinus.

Irregular transient and winter visitor. It was first recorded
by Barger in 1931, and a male collected by Calhoun on April 7, 1939.

Grey saw a flock of 30 on February 27, 1946, and Stevens saw a flock
of 12 on October 29, 1946. In 1947 it appeared on January 26 and

was common, reaching a maximum of 72 on February 1, until March 10.
Siskins could. be found in any locality in the county between these
dates. After disappearing March 10 it reappeared on MRY 8 and was

found in smallernUF~ers (maximum, 16) until Mey 16. These tw~ lo-
cal invasions were a part of the great 1946-47 flight which reached
Florida. (Audubon Field Notes, Vol. 1, NO.3, Mny 1947)

Eastern Goldfinch. Spinus tristis tristis.
Co~~on resident; about twice as cor~on in winter as in summer.

Winter status: maximum, 337; normal, 60. Sucmer status: ~ximum,
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119; normal, 25. It is abundantin April and May.
1ng we have found 8 flock of 40 as late as June 24.
1ng young, August 25 to September 6.

Prior to breed-

Breeding: feed-

Red Crossbill. Loxia curvlrostra pusl11a.
Casual. In 1941 M?rtin Gurtler observed? flock of 20 about

the grounds of the University from April 7 to 22. (Raven XII p.29)

Red-eyed Towhee. Pipilo erythrophthalmus erythrophthalmus.
Common s~~er resident. AbundRnt in the Blue Ridge in burnt

and cut-over land where scrub oak abounds.

March 5, 1944 and 1946 to Oct0ber 30, 1947 and 1948
Occasional in winter. Maximum in summer, 81; normal, 15-20.

Breeding: nest-building, May 15 (Rives); eggs, M~y 29; feeding young
May 5 to August 8.

Grey collected a male and female at ChRrlottesville on May 21,

1945, of which Wetmore makes the following comment, "These two spec-
imens are quite interesting and indic~te the desirability of more

m~terial from Virginia. They Rgree with the typical form in the
dark shade of brown on the sides end on the back of the female.

There is, however, some measure of influence of the Alabama Towhee,

P. ~. canaster in the small size of the white spot on the outer
tail feather. This is smaller than normal in the typiCAl bird and

comes within the range of size found in cnnaster."

Eastern Savpnn~h Sparrow. passerculus sandwichensis savann~.
Transient; fairly common in fall; common to abundant in spring.

February 16, 1947 to May 21, 1948

September 11, 1948 to December 1, 1947

Average: March 18 to May 17 and mid-September to r.dd-November.

Maximum, 123 (Mrrch). It hps been our experience to find them in

hayfields with short grass and rArely in pastures. In spring we

have noticed considerable vpriation in plumage of different individ-

uals, which suggests tho possibility of the presence of l~bradorius

as well as sr.vanna, but we hove not yet collected any specimens.

Eastern Grasshopper Sparrow. lumnodramus savAnnarum australis.
Common summer resident:

M~arch 27, 1948 to October 20, 1935 (CAlhoun)

One rocord of a birrl on November 4, 1947 (Stevens). Average:
early April to mid-October. It is recorded rather infrequently

after the cessation of song about August 18. Maximum, 37; normal,

12. Breeding: carrying nesting material, June 24; young in nest,
May 26 to July 22; young out, June 23 to August 24.

Eastern Henslow's Sparrow. Passerherbulus henslowi susurrans.
Uncommon and local summer resident:

April 13, 19~9 to October 30, 1948
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Most common in the eastern part of the county, occuring gener-

ally in colonies in fallow fields, with a few records of scattered

pairs. Colonies are located on the Hardware River above Jefferson
Mill at "Mt. Pleasant" (maximum of 7 pairs on July 8, 1948), along

Mechunk Creek from Campbell to Rugby (maximum of 5 pairs on July 16,

1948), east of Goodloe Mtn. near Gordonsville (maximum of 3 pairs
on July 20, 1948), vicinity of Carter's Bridge (maximum of 5 pairs

in 1949} , Totier Creek Farm (2 pairs in 1949), between Glendower
and Scottsville (3 pairs in 1949), and single pairs or singing
males have been found at Mt. Air Church on the Hardware, near Lind-

say, at CObham, Hatton, Bellair, Free Bridge, and near Albem~rle

Lake. Migrants are found elsewhere in April and October.

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Ammospiza caudacuta nelsoni.

Rare. Minor and Stevens had a fine view of a bright-plumaged

bird in some tall grass near the Whitehnll gravel pits on October

11, 1947. On May 6, 1948, Lawless saw a Sharp-toil at Henley's
which was not identified sUbspecificnlly.

Eastern Vesper Sparrow. Pooecetes

Summer resident; not uncommon

scarce ~round Henley's, Whitehall,
of the county.

March 10, 1949 to November 16, 1947
Abundant transient from 1wrch 18 to April 29 and fairly common

from mid-October to enrly November. Maximum, 431 (April 7, 194?}.

Rives in his Cobham list wrote of the Vesper Sparrow, "Resident,
common." We have not found it in summer in the eastern half of the

county, nor h~ve we found any birds in winter. In 1915 and 1916

Griscom found it "rare And local". Breeding: young, MAy 17-31.

gramineus grpmineus.

in pastures in the Blue Ridge;

and in the north central part

Eastern Lark Sparrow. Chondestes grammacus grammacus.

Barger writes of this species, " - which we found breeding in

1925. We have positive evidence of a pair nesting here during June
of that year. The brood was also later seen in July learning to

fly. ... I have not faund the lark sparrow here since, though I
have searched the same field." (Raven I: 7, p.3). Our only recent

record is a bird seen by Minor on May 1, 1946, near Little Carter's
Bridge.

Bachman's Sparrow. Aimophila a6stivalis bachmani.

Several records. From May 17-24, 1947, there was a male sing-
ing in a hillside field along the road to the City Reservoir. We

were not able to find it again. On July 20, 1948, a singing male
was soen between Stony Point and Priddy Creek Church in an old

field growing up in scrub pine, cedar, sassnfras, and sumac (Stev-

ens). Another singing bird was heard on July 27, 1948, in a ~hin
oak-pine woodland bordering r.nabpndoned field neDr Woodrictge.

- --- - ---
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Slate-colored Junco. Junco hyemalls hyemalis.
Abundant winter visitor:
October I, 1947 to May 5, 1945
Average: October 11 to April 29. This is our most abundant

bird for any season. Maximum, 734 (December 24, 1946); normal, 200.
Charles Platt found a late bird near Charlottesville on MDy12, 1949,
end an apparently crippled bird was seen on the University Grounds
near the Geology Building from May 20-30, 1949, by Dr. Ivey Lewis,
R. J. Watson, and Stevens.

Carolina Junco. Junco hyernalis carolinensis.
Found as a summer resident at 3 localities in Albemarle County.

One colony is situated on the west faco of the ridge between Big
Flat andLoft Mtn. from 3100-3300 ft. where there is a cliff with
t~~us grown up in oak, hemlock, and sweet birch. As many as 8 sing-
ing males have been heard in the vicinity in June. Another colony
exists on the north and west slopes of Cedar Mtn. from 2750 ft. at
Via Gap to the summit at 3300 ft., which consists of about 9 pairs.
The third colony is j'ound about the summit of Buck's Elbow from
3000-3180 ft. end seems to be made up of only several peirs. Our
only winter record is ~f an adult me1e collected by Grey at 900 ft.
in SUgar Hollow on DAcemb~r 9, 1944. Breeding: feeding young in
nest at 3100 ft., June 4; foeding young out of nest at 3250 ft.,
June 12.

Eastern Tree Spcrrow. Spizella arboroa arborea.
Not uncommon winter visitor:
November 20, 1947 and1948 to March 31, 1947
Average: November 30 to March 23. More common some winters

than others. Meximum, 89 (December).

Eastern Chipping Sparrow. Spize1la passerina passerine.
Abundnnt summer resident:
Amrch 12, 1949 to November 8, 1931
Average: March 25 to November 3. In the winter of 1947-48

a flock winteredon the University Grounds. On November 25 it num-
bered 30 individuals, but it JRnuaryand February it dwindledto
10 birds. On December30, 1948, Lawless saw two At Henley's. Max-
imum, 111; normal, 25. Breeding: at least two broods with eggs,
May 10 to July 10; feeding young, May 15 to August 25.

Eastern Field Sparrow. Spizella pusilla pusilla.
kbundant resident; as common in winter 8S in SUCMer but more

irregular. Sucmer stGtus: maxiruwn, 125; no~~al,300 ~intcr strt-
us: maximum, 101; nurmal, 25. Maximum in mig.~ntiun~ 350 (Octob~r

20) . Bre~ding: twc brood& with eggs, May 14 ",;0 July 31; feedir.!;
young, May 17 to September 10.

- -- - ---- -- -
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White-crowned Sparrow. Zonotrichia leucophrys leucophrys.

Transient; scarce in spring, uncommon in fall.

October 6, 1948 to November 25, 1947
MArch 29, 1933 to May 8, 1947
There is one record of a bird nep.r Henley's on ~anuery 27,

1948. Calhoun bended a bird at Char,lottesville, November 24, 1935,

which returned April 14, 1936. Maxi~, 12.

White-throateo Sparrow. Zanotrichia albicollis.

Very co~~on winter visitor; abundant in October.
September 23, 1944 to May 23, 1947

Average: October 1 to May 18. Maximum, 177; normal, 25. Bar-
ger found one in Charlottesville on ~une 25, 1925, which mey have

been a cripple. .(Reven I NO.7, p. 3)

Eastern Fox Sparrow. Passerella iliac a iliacp.
Uncommon winter visitor:

October 23, 1947 to April 29, 1947
Average: October 30 to late March. Fairly common as a migrant

in open woodlands, thickets, and wherever White-throats are found.

Winter birds are always found in large ragwoed patches along the
Rivannas. N~ximum, 60. There is an abnormally early record of a sin-

gle bird seen with other sparrows on Big Flat Mtn. October, 8, 1949.

Lincoln's Spcrrow. Melospiza lincolnii lincolnii.

Fall trcnsient. There Dre 5 records ~f birds seen by Grey and

Stevens near Thr~vos Pond in weeo patches, honeysuckle tangles, and

at the pond's edge: October 7, 1947, one; October 14, 1947, one;

October 14, 1948, one; October 16, 1948, two; nnd October 28, 1948,
one, which was singing.

Swamp Sparrow. Melospiza georgiana subsp.
Uncommon transient:

March 3, 1949 to M~y 8, 1948

October 2, 1948 to November 4, 1944
Maximum, 46 (October 18). Common at Hatton.

e few birds have wintered at Thraves Pond, on the
lor,..",~nd near Hatton.

In recent years
Rivonna near "Dun-

Mississippi Song Sparrow. Melospiza melodie euphonia.

Resident; common in summer; abundant in winter, being 3 times

as common at thet season as in s~er. Collectinp' moy prove many
of the wintering birds to be the eastern form, melodia. Specimens
of euphonia were collected by Grey on August 11, 1947 at Charlottes-
ville, and by Wetmore on May 21, 1949, at Hatton. S~er status:

maximum, 65; normal, 15. Winter status: maximum, 160; normal, 40.
W~gration in October end March. Maximum in migrotion, 235 (Oct.18).

Breeding: eggs, April 24-26; feeding yeung, April 30 to May 29;
feeding a young Cowbird on ~uly 4.

Charlottesville, Virginia

- - -- -- - ---
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nmEX TO VOLUMETWENTY- 1949

(This indexlists all titles, authors, nRmes of people and
plnces, nnd species ~f birds except those listed in census-
es, one d~y field trips, anrl seRsonal summaries).

Albcmorle County - 9 - 10 - 66
Auk, Rnznr-billcd - 25 - 35

Back Boy ... 7 - 33 ... 55
Baldpnte - 16 - 75
PtJll, i.da D. - "In Memori 11m ... Eli zAbeth ME'rtin Shmv" - 45
Bensley, R. ~. - 8
Bendr1l1, Steve - 12
"Bird Check List - Blue Ridge Pt:'rkway - R0Cky Knnb District" - 17
"Birds of Albem8rle County" ... 66-111
Bittern, l~cricnn - 73

" ,Lenst - 3 - 73
Blackbird, Rusty - 105
Blaoksburg - 13
Black~e11,dillicID P. ...29
Bluebird - 35 - 94
Blue Ridge Parbley ... 17
B~b:)link- 104
Bob-white- 20 - 79
"B~okson Birds" - 26
"Breeding Consus, Lexington, Virginia" - 61
Buffh,hend - 34 - 37 - 76
Bunting, Indigo - 21 - 106

CclnVf<sbpck - 17 - 76
Cope Chnrles - 33
Cp.rdinnl - 21 - 36 - 106
Cerponter, Mr>x- "1. Hrwk Flight (wer Rerldish Knob" - 58
Corr011, Alice - 13

" ,Col. R. P. - 13
G~tbird ... 21 - 35 - 93

"Cl1ution Urgod in Outr100r Use ()f Insecticides" ... 47
Chnr1ottesvi11o - 9 - 28 - 46
Chnt, Yel10w-breAsted- 21 - 103
Chicknceo, Cr.r01inp - 20 - 35 - 91
Christ~ns Census Reports - 7
CJ01idge, Hr.rold - 8

" , N. ~. ... 8
" , T. R. - 8

Coot - 17 - 34 ... 80
Cf)I'I!Jornnt, D::Juble-creste<'! -- 34 ... 37 - 72
Cowbirc - 36 ... 105
Creeper, Br~wn - 91
Cr0ssbil1, Red - 108
Crow, Eastern - 90

- --.... -- --
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Cr0W,Southern- 20 - 35 - 90

" , Fish - 35 - 37 - en
Cuckoo, B1Ack-bi11o~ - 20 - 84

" , Y811')w-b1l1ec1- 84

DDT - 47

Deniel, Berthp - 11
Dr-nvi11e - 12 - 16

Decn, L. Lr.~rence - 28

DeGl'rmry,W. R. - 13
Dickcissel - 1e6

D'")ve,M'"Jurning- 84
" , R"ck - 83

Dovekie - 25
Dowitchor - 34 - 6~

Duck, Black - Ii - 34 - 37 - 74

" , Ring-necked - 17 - 75
" , Ructdy- 16 - 37 - 76
" Wno~- 17 - 20 - 25 - 75

E~gle, Bpl~ - 34 - 78

Egrbt, ~ericnn - 72

" , Sn'Jwy - 34

hnglish, J.. o. - 13

Finch, Purple - 107
Flicker - 20 - 35 - 86

Flycctcher, ~"ce(;ic.n- 87

" , .nll~er- 87
" , Crbsted - 20 - 87
" f L~ost - 20 - 45 - 88
" , Olive-si(e~ - 88
" , Yel1,,,'-bu11iec- 87

Freer, Jnno - 11
" Ruskin S. - 11

G['~wr:l1 - 34 - 73

Grll1nule, Fl ')ric.f'.- 80
GPnnet - 34 - 37

Giles, Ge')rre - 11

" , Robert - 11
Gn~tcptcher, Elue-grp.y - 21 - 36 - 94

Goctwit, ~uns')niAn - 25

Golden-eye, i~eric8n - 17 - 34 - 76
G,11finch - 21 - 36 - 107

Qn')se, Co.np~a - 16 - 34 - 74

" , Sn0w - 34
Gr~ckle, D')et-tni1e~ - 36

" , Purple - 36

" , Ste-ne's Purr1e - 105

Grebe, Hn1bne11's - 33 - 71
" , Horned - 16 - 33 - 37 - 71
" Pian-billed - 16 - 20 - 33 - 37 - 71

- -- -----

.....
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Grey, John H., Jr. - 10 - 28
" "" "f.inrl Chpr1es E. Stevens, Jr;

County, Virbini~" - 66-111
Grosb~fk, Blue - 62 - 106

" , Evening- 107
" , Rose-brer-.sted- 10~

Gr~use, Ruffe~ - 20 - 79
Gull, B')n:'prrte's - 17 - 35 - 37 - 83

" , GrantBlf'ck-bpcked- 55 (enr1y)
" , Herrinf,- 35 - 37 - 82
" , L~u['hing- 35 - 37 - 83
" , Rin~-bil1erl- 17 - 35 - 37 - 82

Guss, S~~uelB. - 11

"The Birds of J.lbe~rle

H~n0.ley, c. O. - 14 - 29
" , C. C. Jr. - 14
" , J0hn - 14

Hcrr1snnbur€ - 12
"Hf'wk FliGht )ver Reddish Knob, 11." - 58
Hp.wk,Brond-winge.;- 58 - 78

" , C~0per's - 20 - 34 - 59 - 77
" , Duck- 42 - 79
" , Afursh - 78
" . Pigec:.n - 79
" , Hed-sh'luL1ored- 20 - 58 - 78
" ,Red-to.iled - 20 - 58 - 78
" ,h'W:h-1e[;fOC- 58
" , Sh~rp-shinnen- 20 - 77
" ,Spr'rr::>V';- 20 - 34 - 56 - 79

Her)n, B1ack-cr';~medNi;ht - 16 - 73
" ,ERatern Green- ~2
" , Gre~tBlue - 34 - 72
" , Little Blue - 34 - 72
" ,L)uisir:nn - 34

H'1g Ialr'nr1 - 33
Host€:tter, D. h<tlph - 13
HUDQi~bird, ~by-thr~~tcd - 20 - 85

Ibis, White - 73
"In Iv:e~')rirH - Eliz~beth Mnrtin Sh:lw" - 45
Jay, ilue- 20 - 89
Junco, Carolina - 110

" ,Slrte-colored - 21 - 36 - 46 - 110
Killdeer - 20 - 34 - 37 - 80
Kinfbird - 20 - 87
KinGfisher- 35- 37- 85
Kln~t, Golrlen-crowned-21 - 94, Ruby-cromled - 95

LArk, PrRirie Horned - 20 - 88
It ,Northern Horned - 88

L~wless, Kenneth - 8 - 10 - 11 - 12
Lewis, Ivey - 29
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Lexincton -13 - 61
Loon, Common -16 -33 - 37 - 71
" ,Pacific-33 (see p. 32)
" ,Red-throated- 33 - 37 - 71
Lord, Vl11110m- "Birt! Check List-Blue Ridge Pf:'.rkwoy- RockyKnob

District" - 17
"Lure of Nature, The" - 22
Lyle, Royster - "Waterfowl Records for Two Winters at Danvi11e" -

16 -12
Lynchburg - 11

Mcgee, Joe -13
~11ard - 16 -34 - 74
"Mnrch Trip along the Virginia Coast, A" - 32
Mc.rtin, Purple - 35 - 89
Mecdow1ark - 21 -36 - 104
Merganser, l~erican - 17 -34 - 77

" , Hooded - 17 - 34 - 37 - 76
" , Red-brocsted - 34 - 37 - 77

1ftohia, W~s. Hewson - 10
Mockingbird -21 - 35 - 61 -92
V.1Ontgomery Cr>unty -13 - 43
Moses, Robert - 13
Murrp.y,J. J. - 29

" ," - "Nesting Hobi ts of the Ravon in Rockbridgo County" - 40
" ," - "1949 Breeding Census, Lexington, Virginia" - 61
" ," - "Spring Senson - 1949 -Virginia" - 50
" ," - "SUI!JID.er Senson - 1949 - Virglnia"- 62
" ," - "Two Unusu"l NestiIlf...i Sites of the SpA.rrow Hp k" - 56
" ," - "VirGinia Notos" - 25

Mu~ray,J~hn ~. - 14
" "" end Robert J. W~tson- "Notos on SOI:leNesting Warb-

lers of Montgomery CountY" -43

Nagin, Herbert - 11
Neruna - 11
"Nesting Hobi ts of the Raven in Rockbridge County" -40
"New Duck Stm~p" - 49
"News and Notes" - 59
Nighthawk - 20 - ~4 -85
"Note on the Ref.-cockadedWooc'!pecker"- 6
"Notes on Some Nestin£" V;crb1ers .')f Mont~omery County" -43
"Notes on Spring Migrationat Charlottesville"- 46
Nuthatch, Brown-hooded - 35

" ,Hod-brollstod - 91
" Vfuite-brcastoc -21 - 91

Old-squaw - 17 - 34 - 76
Oriole, Bc1tirooro - 21 - 105

" , Orchnrd - 104
Osprey - 34 - 37 - 59 - 78
Ovenbird - 21 - 101

----
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Overbey, Jim... 12
Owl, Barn...84
" , Barred - 84
" , Great Horned - 20 ... 84
" , Long-eared - 85
" , Saw-whet - 85
" , Screech - 20 - 84
" , Snowy - 84
Oyster-catcher... 34

Paxton, Robert ... 13
Pelican, Brown ... ?2
Perkins, Jack... 8 ... 30
Pewee, Wood - 20 ... 88
Phalarope, Northern - 82

" , Red - 82
Pheasant, Ring-necked... ?9
Phoebe ... 20 - 35 ... 8?

Pigeon, Passenger... 84
Pintail - ?4
Pipit, American... 25 ...95

Plover, Black-bellied ... 34
" ,Piping'" 34
" ,Semipalmated... 34 ... 80
" ,Upland... 81

Prior, E. Gertrude..."Sixteenth Annual Meeting" ... 28 ... 11

Rail, King - ?9
"Random Notes" ... 36
Raven ... 40 ... 90
ReddishKnob ... 58
Reed, Mrs. A. C. ... 8
Re.dhead - ?5
Redpoll, Common...10?
Redstart ... 103
Redwing... 21 ... 3c- 104
Reynolds, Bruce B. - 28

Richards, W. L. ...13
Richmond... 9
Richter, Maurice, Jr. ... "A March Trip along the Vir ginia Coast" - 32
Roanoke ... 13
Robertson, Frank... 13
Robin, Eastern... 93

" , Southern ... 21 - 35 ... 93
Rockbridge County - 13 - 40 ...6Q - 61
RockinghamCounty ... 61

Sal tville - 60
Sanderling - 34
Sandpiper, Least - 34 ...82

" , Pectoral ... 81
" , Red-backed - 34
" Semipnlmated- 82

-' - - -



Sandpiper, Solitary - 81
" , Spotted- 81
" , Western - 82

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied - 20 - 86
Scaup - 17 - 34 - 37 - 76
Scoter, American - 37
" , Surf - 34 - 37
" , White-winged - 46 - 76

Scott, Fred R. - 8 - 9 - 10 - 12
" " - "Random Notes"

Shaw, Elizabeth Martin - 45
Shenandoah National Park - 12
Shoveller - 75

Shrike, Loggerhead - 95
" , Migrant - 75

Siskin, Pine - 107
"Sixteenth Annual Meeting" - 28
Snipe, Wilson's - 20 - 34 - 80
Sora - 26 - 80

Southampton County - 6
Sparrow, Bachman's - 109

" , Chipping - 22 - 36 - 110
II , English - 21 - 104
" , Field - 22 - 36 - 110
" , Fox - 111
" , Grasshopper - 22 - 108
" ,Henslow's - 36 - 108
" , Lark - 109
" , Lincoln's - 111
" , Mississippi Song - 111
" ,Nelson's Sharp-tailed
" , Sovnnnah - 36 - 108
" , Seaside - 36
" , Song - 22 - 36
" , Swamp - 36 - 111
" , Tree - 110
" , White-crowned - 21 - 111
" , White-throated- 22 - 36
" , Vesper - 21 - 36 - 109

"Spring Season - 1949 - Virginia"
Sterling - 21 - 57 - 96

Steirly, C. C. - "A Note on the Red-cockaded Woodpecker" - 6
Stevens, C. E., Jr. - 8 - 9 - 10 - 12

" "".. "Notes on SpringMigrationat Charlottes-
ville" - 46

"V. S. O. Field Trip, 1949" - 31

"V. S. O. Fall Field Trip to Back Bey" - 55

"Winter Bird Population Study" - 24

Birds of Albemarle County" - 66-111
- Virginia" - 62
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" " "
" " "
" " "

Stevens & Grey - "The

"SUmmer Seeson - 1949

SUssex County - 6

SUter, Daniel B. - 10

.
Nov.-Dec.1949
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109

111
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Swallow, Bank - 89
" , Barn - 20 - 89
" ,Cliff - 60 - 89
" , Rough-winged- 89
" ,Tree - 35- 55- 88

Swan,~~ist1ing - 74
Sweet BriAr - 10
Swift, Chimney - 20 - 85

Tanager, Scarlet - 2 - 105
" ,Summer - 105

Teal, Blue-winged- 37 - 75
" ,Green-winged- 34- 75

Tern, Black- 83
" , Caspian- 37
" , Common- 83
" , Forster's - 35 - 83
" , Royal - 37 - 83

Thrasher, Brown - 21
Thrush, Gray-oheeked

tt ,Hermit - 93
" ,01i ve-bp.cked
" ,Wood - 21 - 93

Tillotson, M. B. - 11
Titmouse, Tufted - 21 - 35
Towhee, Red-eyed - 21 - 108
Turkey, Ee.stern - 64 - 79
"Two Unusuc>l Nesting Sites of

83

35 - 93
94

94

91

the Sparrow Hawk" - 56

Veery - 21 - 94
Vireo, Blue-headed- 96

" , Mountnin- 96
" , PhilAdelphia - 97
" ,Red-eyed - 21 - 96
" , Warbling- 97
" ,White-eyed - 21
" ,Yellow-throated

Virginia Beach - 34
"Virginia Notes" - 25
V. S. O. - Annual Meeting - 28
"V. S. O. Field Trip - 1949" - 31
"V. S. O. Fall Field Trip to Back Bay" - 55
V. s. O. Membership - 2 - 37
V. S. O. Officers - 2 - 31

V. S. o. Treasurer's Report- 38
Vulture, Black- 20 - 34 - 77

" Turkey- 20 - 34 - 77

96
21 - 96

V/a1sh,L. L. - 8
Warbler, Bay-breasted - 100

" ,Black & vihi to - 21 - 36 (winter) - 97
" ,Blackburnian - 100
" B1ackpo11- 21- 101

-- ---
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Warbler, Black-throcted Blue- 44 - 99
It , Black-throated Green - 44 .., 99
It , Blue-winged ~ 98
It , Cf1iTna(s .. 21 .- 44
It , Canoda - 103
" , Cp.peMHY.. 21
" , Ceru:;'eon- 100
" , Chestnut-sided- 21 - 44 - 100
" , Connecticut - 102
" , Golden...winged- 97
" , Hooded- 21 - 103
" , Kentucky - 102
" , Mcgnolia - 98
" , M()urning - 36 (see p. 32) - 102
" , Myrtle - 36 - 99
" , NAshville - 98
" , Orange-crowned - 36 (see p. 32)
" , Pnlm- 101
" , parula - 36- 98
" , Pine- 36- 37
" , Prp.irie - 21 -
" , Prothonotl'ry -
" , Tennessee - 98
" ,viilson t s - 103
" , ~Iorm-eating- 44
" , Yellow- 21 - 98
" , YellowPalm- 101
" ,Yellow-thrceted.- 100

"Waterfowl Ht:cords for Two \"iinters at Danville" -16
\'/ater-thrush, Grinnell t s - 102

" , Louisiana- 21- 102
Watkins, Evelyn - "The Lure of Nature" - 22 - 28
Watson, R. J. - 14 - 28 - 43
Waxwing,Cednr- 21 - 36 - 55 - 95
WeAVe~tRichard - 13
Westbrook, Johnny - 12
Wetmore: Alsxander - 30

'Whip.-poor-will - 20 - 85
Whitcm"n, Mrs. Harrison - 10
Wiltshire, PJrs. James W., Jr. - 29
"Winter Bird Pnpulation Study, 1949" - 24
Woodcock - 20 - 80
Wnodpecker, Downy - 20 - 35 - 86

" , Hniry - 20 - 86
" , Pileated - 86
" , Red-bellied- 35- 86
" , Red-cockr:ded- 6 - 86
" , Red-headed - 20 - 86

Wren, Bewick's - 21 - 92
" , Cprolina - 21 -. 35 - 92
" , House- 21 - 91
" , Lnng-bi1led Marsh - 92
" , Short..bi1led Marsh .. 92
" ., Winter ... 92

Yellott, F. Mo - 13
Yellowlegs, Greater - 31 .. 37 - 81

" , Lesser - 7 (winter) - 81
Yellow-thront, Maryland .- 21 - 103

99

101
101
46 - 97

97

- - - -- - - -
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