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THE 1941 CHRISTMAS CENSUS

Norfolk, Ve. (Route 615 at intersection with Sand Bridge Road. south
to brook swamp on Route 623, north to cypress swamp and Horn Point on Route 603,
north to Dam Neck and Fresh Pond, south on beach to Eiological Survey Refuge in-
cluding that part called Green Hills, Sand Bay, and Long Island, return tc Sand
Bridge). -~ Dec., 22; 7:45 A. M. to 5:15 P. M. Heavy frost and ground rog early
morning, then sunshine thru overcast clouds, thickening in afternoon; light socuth
wind; temp. 359 at start, 48° at finish. Four observers, 3 together for 5% hours,
all 4 together for 4%} hours. Total party hours afield 93 (6% afoot, 3 by trans-
portation); total party miles, 62 (30 by car, 21 by truck, 6 by notorboast, 5 a-
foot). Common Loon, 6; Pied-billed Grebe, 4; Great Blue Heron, 2; American Bit-
tern, 2; Whistling Swan, 2,500 (est.); Canada Goosc, 8,000 (est.); Greater Snow
Goosc, 8,000 (est,); Blue Goose, 20; Mallard, 100; Black Duck, 1000 (est.);
Eurcopean Widgeon, 1; Baldpate, 15,000 (este); Pintail, 6000 (cst.); Green-winged
Teal, 4; Redhoad, 400 (cst.); Ringnecked Duck, 2,000 (est.); Canvas-back, 8,000
(est.); Greater Scaup, 2,000 (est.); Lesser Scaup, 6,000 (est.); Buffle-hced, 3;
Ruddy Duck, 400 (est.); American Merganser, 25; Red-breasted Mergenser, 6; Tur-
key Vulture, 17; Black Vulturec, 7; Coopcr's Hawk, 1l; Roed-shouldered Hawl, 3;
Bald Eaglec, 6; Marsh Hawk, 6; Duck Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Coot, 2,500 (est.);
Killdeer, 32; Black-bellied Plover, 4; Red-backed Sandpiper, 7; Herring Gull, 57;
Ring-billed Gull, 25; Mourning Dove, 4; Screech Owl, 1; Great Horned Owl, 1;
Kingfisher, 1; Flicker, 6; Pilcated Woodpecker, 1; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 5;
Heiry Voodpecker, 2; Downy Wocdpecker, 1; Crow, 5; Fish Crow, 4; Carolina Chicka-
dee, 20; Tufted Titmouse, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown-headed Nuthatch,
25; Brown Creeper, 1; Carolina Wren, 5; Short-billed Marsh liren, l; Mockingbird,
15; Catbird, 3; Robin, 2; Hermit Thrush, 1; Bluebird, 14; Golden-crowned Kinglet.
4; Pipit, 78; Starling, 36; lMyrtle Warbler, 89; Yellow-throat, 1; English Sparrow,
19; Meadowlark, 91; Red-wing, 629; Purple Grackle, 16; Cardinal, 2; Goldfinch, 6;
Towhee, 3; Savannsh Sparrow, 26; Junco, 5; Field Sparrow, 16; White-throated
Sparrow, 4; Fox Sparrow, 2; Swamp Sparrow, 30; Song Sparrow, 34, Total, 79 spe-
ciew; 63,356 individuals (est,). Two Double-crested Cormorants and four Sander-
lings were noted on the¢ Refuge in the morning by Jchn H. Southerlin of the Fish
and Wildlife Service; 1 Green Heron was observed on way to census area; and one
Red-tailed Hawk was seen at Horn Point, Dec. 18.~- H. AsBailey, Mrs, C. A, Bare-
field, Jimmy C. Harmon, Mrs. A. C. Reed.
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Brunswick County, Ve. December 22, lv4l. A. M. through fields, pas-
turcs and pine woods, north to Whiteoak Creek; up creek about a mile, throughk
wooded lowgrounds, and return through fields and woods; P. M. through ficlds tc
Rattlesnake Creek, then down creek through becch=-oak-holly woods to conflunuce
of Mill Branch and up branch, home. Time: 7:30 to 12 A. M., 1:80 to 4:15 P. I,
Total time afield 7 hours, 15 minutes. About 7 miles on foot, observer alone.
Vieather clear, little wind, no snow. Temp. at start 21°, at noon 44°.

Turltey Vulture, 15; Black Vulture, 11; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Killdecer, 7,
Mourning Dove, 24; Great-Horned Owl, 1 (heard bofore dawn); Flicker, 5; Pileat-
ed Woodpecker, 1l; Red=-bellied Voodpeekeor, 4; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Hairy
Woodpecker, &; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Phoebe, l; Prairie Horned Larlz, 2; Bluc Jay,
23 Crow, 323 Carolina Chickadce, 63 Tufted Titmouse, 73 Car.lina Jirea. 3: Mock-
ingbird, 6; Robin, 353 Hermit Thrush, 8; Bluebird, 21; Golden-crowred Kinglet,
4; Myrtle Werbler, 1; Meadowlark, 6U; Ccrdinal, 8; Purple Firch., 8; Goldfinch, 3;
Towhee, 5; Savannah Sparrow, 9; Juncv, 110 (partly est.); Pield Sparrow, 29;
Vhite~throated Sparrow, 28; Song Sparrow, 12, Species 35, individuals 482.

John B. Lewis
Seward Forest
Triplett, Va.
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Lynchburg, Va. (fields, woods, low ground around Timber Lake, Collere
Leke, Tomahawk Swamp.) == Dec, 265 7:00 Ae Mse == 4:45 Ps M Cloudy with drizzling
rain from east up to 10 A. M., then clearing, no wind at surface; ground bare;
temp. 45° at start, little change through day. Six observers in three partics.
Total party hours.afield, 29% (273 cn foot, 1 3/4 in car); total party niles, 41
(26 on foot, 15 in car). Elack Duck, 1; Blue-winged Teal, 1; Ring-necked Duck,
33 Lesser Scoup, 63 Hooded Merganser, 23 American Merpganser, 7; Turkey Valture, 22;
Black Vulture, 11; Coocper's Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, l; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Bob-
white, 15; Rock Dove, 47; Mourning Dove, 42; Barred Owl, 1; Kingfisher, 3; Flick-
er, 12; Pileated Vioodpecker, 5; Red-bellied Yoodpecker, 1l; Red~headed YWoodpecker,
33 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 5; Dowmy YJoudpecker, 14;
Phoebe, 33 Prairie Horned Lark, 2; Blue Jay, 11; Crow, 198; Chickadece, 62; Tuf't=-
ed Titmouse, 21; White-bressted Nuthatch, 16; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 17; Brown
Creeper, 23 Carclina Tren, 21; Mockingbird, 9; Robin, 22; Hermit Thrush, 10; Blue-
bird, 46; Gulden-crowned Kinglet, 73; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Starling, 45;
Myrtle Warbler, 2; Eaglish Sparrow, 5; Meadowlark, 10; Cardinal, 723 Purple Finch,
42; Geldfinch, 57; Junco, 384; Tree Sparrow, 6; Field Sparrow, 37; VWhite~thrcat-
ed Sparrow, 79; Swamp Sparrow, 1l; Song Sparrow, 195. Total, 52 species; 1667
individuals.=-- Iynchburg Chapter, Virginia Society of Ornithology (Kingsley Ste-
vens, Kenneth Lawless, Billy McIntosh, Clyde Verd, lr. and Mrs. Ruskin S. Frecr).
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¥ Naruna, Va. =--Dec. 27; 8:00 As M. to 9:30, Sun shining dimly, white
haze drifting over sky. Slight wind blowing, ground damp from rain of the day
before, Temperature around 45° or 50°, One hour spent in yard and lot back of R
my home in the wvillage. Turkey Vulture, 1l; Mourning Dove, 1; Yellow=bellied
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Sapsucker, 1l; Crow, l; Chickades, 2; Tufted Titmousc, 2; Carclina Vren, 2; Eewlick s
Wren, 1l; Robin, 1; Bluebird, 3; Mockingbird, 1l; Starling, 5; English Sparrow, €;
Meadowlark, 30; Cardinal, 5; Slate-colored Junco, 43 Field Sparrow, 25, White-
threcated Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 15; Species 19, individuals 103 Meadowlarks,
Cardinals, Bluebirds, Song and VWhite-throated S,arrows were singing. The ever
present White-breasted Nuthatches were absent as well as the Downy ‘foodpeckor,

Berthe Danicl-
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Lexington, Va. (Territory usually covered: Big Spring Pord, Wocd's
Creek Glen, cedar woods and oak woods along Nerth River near Line Kiln Bridge,
over-grown fields)., - Dec. 22; 8 A. M. to 2 P, M., 3:30 to 5:00 P. M. Clear,
clouding in afternoon; ground bare and not frozen; no wind; temp., 25 at start,
about 50° at return. Observers: 3 in morning, 6 hours, 5 miles ufoot, 16 by
auto; 3 in afternoon, 1% hours. 2 miles afoot, 6 by auto, Towrl miles cfoot,
7, by auto, 22. Green-winged Teal, 10; Turkey Vulture, 8l; Black Vulture, 2;
Sparrow Hawk, 5; Bob-white, 10; Killdecer, 1l; Vilson's Snipe, 1; Kingfisher, 2;
Screech Owl, 1; Great Horned Owl, 1; Sapsucker, 2; Downy VJoodpeeker, 12; Horned
Lark, 1; Blue Jay, 3; Raven, 1l; Crow, 33; Chickadee, 26; Tuf'ted Titmouse, 63
Tthite-breasted Nuthatch, 63 Carolina Wren, 12; Lockingbird, 13; Bluebird, 32;
Golden~-crowned Kinglet, 5; Starling, 83; liyrtle liarbler, 5; English Sparrow, 69;
Cardinal, 57; Purple PFinch, 2; Goldfineh, 12; Towhee, 13 Junco, 183; Tree Sparrow,
463 Field Sparrow, 10; Yhite-crowned Sparrow, 3; Whitc-thicated Sparrow, 19;
Scng Sparrow, 35. Total 36 species; 791 individuals. - Diclksson Vardzll, Murray
(morning). Jimmy Murray (afterncon). R. P. Carrcll and J. J. Murray (all dey)
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Roanvke, Va., (Hurray's Pcnd and Bennctt's Springs) December 27; 9 A
M. to 4:30 P, Me = Clcar, Temp. 50° at start with fresh wind in the afterno n.
On foot and in car. Turkey Vulture, 12; Mourning Dove, 15; Kingfisher, 1l; Pilcat-
ed Vioodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 43 Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 203 Chickadee, 8; Tii-
mouse, 1; Vhite-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 1l; Winter Uren, 2; Carovline
TIren, 2; Mockingbird, 2; Hermit Thrush, 1; Bluebird, 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet,
263 Shrike, 1; Starling, 60; Meadowlark, 5; Cardinal, 8; Goldfinch, 7; Treec Spar-
row, 2; Field Sparrow, 3; Thite-crowned Sparrow, 8; English Sparrovm, 9; Song
Sparrow, 8; Slate-colored Junco, 40; Total species 28.

Mr. & lirs. A. O. English
e QOO0 e

Blacksburg, (Montgomery Cov.), Va. (V. P. I. Campus and farm, Brush
Mountain and STrouble's Creeck to Now River, along New River 4 miles from MceCoy to
tthitethorne Ferry, within 13 mile diameter). =- Dec. 22; 6:15 A. M. to 5¢00 P. M.

Clear to increased cloudiness, raining at 7 P. M.3; ground bare; no wind at start,
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to brisk south wind by latc afternoon; temp. 26° at start, 40° at rcturn. Obser-
vers 9 in 4 groups, afield all day. Total miles afrut, 453 by car, 60; total
hours afoot and by car, 43. Mallard, 3; Black Duck, 15; Gadwall, 1; Baldpate, 5;
Pintail, 1; Green-winged Teal, 13 Blue-winged Teul, 1; Shoveller, 1l; Ring-neclked
Duck, 13 Lesser Scaup, 7; American Golden-eye, 3; Bufflechecd, 1; Hooded Mergonser,
14; Turkey Vulture, 61; Black Vulture, 3; Cooper's Hawk, 4; Red-tailed Hawk, 1;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 53 Ruffed Grouse, l; Bob-white, 40 (est.)

(5 coveys, 8 of which were heard whistling from roosts at daybreak); Killdeer, 10;
wilson's Snipe, 27; Rock Dove (Wild), 15; Mourning Dovo, 103; Seresch Owl, 2
(heard at daybreak); Great Horned Owl, 1 (heard at 6:45 A. M.); Barred Owl, 1;
Belted Kingfisher, 3; Flicker, 20; Pileated ljocdpecker, 3; Red=bellied Viooapecker,
2; Red-headed ljoodpecker, 58; Yellow=-bellied Sapsuckcr, 6; Hairy Woodpecksr, 6;
Downy Woodpecker, 27; Prairie-horned Lark, 86; Bluc Jay, 46; Crow, 300 (est.);
Carolina Chickadee, 127; Tufted Titmouse, 71; Red-breasted Nuthateh, 25; Vhite-
breasted- Nuthatch, 38; Brown Crecper, 43 Winter Viren, 27; Carclina Viren, 12;
Mockingbird, 10; Robin, 8; Hernit Thrush, 8; Bluebird, 49; Golden-crowned King-
let, 66; Migrant Shrike (Var.?), 3; Starling, 1710 (cst.); English Sparrow, 217,
(ests.); Meadowlark, 25; Rusty Blackbird, 17; Greaclle, 3; Cowbird, 1 (CEA); Cardi-
nal, 104; Purple Finch, 1; Pine Siskin, 16; Goldfinch, 105; Red Crossbill, 1

(COH, Jr.); Towhee, 3; Junco, 462 (est.); Tree Sparrow, 83; Field Sparrow, 118;
ithite-crowned Sparrow, 72; Vhite-throated Sparrcw, 63; Fox Sparrow, 6; Swanp Spare
row, 13; Song Sparrow, 284; Total, 72 species; 4,638 individuals.--- C. E. Addy, R.
H. Cross, Jre. C. O. Handley, Jr., Vs B. McIntosh, R. J. Wwatson, 1/ard Mathews, A.
B. Massey, A. B. Culbertsun, C. O. Handlcy. The additional species were ob-
served on the Vs P.. I. Carnpus on December 23; Red=-legged Black Duck, 13 Ring-
necked Pheasant, 1; VWestern Palm Varbler, l. C., Q. Hoadley, Jr.
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THE ATLANTIC SONG SF. RROW IN BRUNSICK COUNTY

Song sparrows are common in both Brunswick and .melia counties, Virginia,
frea about October 10 to the middle of April, but I have never seen one in either
coonty in the nesting seasons [l.ccording to my records, covering 17 years in Bruns=-
wic< ond 10 yeers in /melia, the average dato of "last soen" in Brunswick is
‘oril 12, and in fmolis, Lpril 15, As I never intentionally kill a bird unless
torore is o very real reason for doing so, I hod not worked out the sub-specics
of' our song sparrows

On Novombor 18, 1941, a Song Sparrow was killed in onc of my "ilusoum
~p-2ial" traps thet hod beon set for small mamnals near the wator's cdgo ot a small
ouw not permencnt pond, o half mile from cur howe in Brunswick County. The skin
vas nede up ond leter sent to Dre John Ve ildrich, of the U.S. Fish and V/ildlife
Scrvice, to have the subespecios determincde To my great surprise, Dre.ldrich wrote
bock that the bird was an Jtleantic Song Sparrow,  felospiza nelodia atlantica, a
rece thot is supposed to veceur only on the coasth’IgTEEEE and the border of the
moinland, from Long Island to North Corolina,

This wns so intoresting that I collccted five more Song Sparrows from sop-
erate localitics, over sn arce cbout thrce miles across, and sent them to Dre . 1=
driche Threc of the five proved to be etlenticae Including the first specimen
sent in, four out of six were atlentica, Tho location is about 100 miles cast of
the occan shore snd 8 riles north of the Virginia-North Carolina state linoe The
avoronge cleovotion is anbout 260 feots

Is it possiblec that iLtlantic Song Sparrows from the northorn part of the
ronge nigrete southwestward to this scetion? It is an intceresting quostion that
nceds noroe study.

Dre John We ildrich, under date of liarch 9, 1942, hes written as follows
obout theso spoeirons: "It is very likely thot tho song sparrows that I idonti-
ficd as atlantica caric fron o region farther north then has goncerally toon cseribed
t~ tho breeding rango of that rocce Birds from the coastal rcgions as far north

-5-
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as southern Rhode Islend arc very similer utlantica, mmd I ma tontatively calling
then that, at least until further study has becn made to detornine whether or not
thcy should be scgregated inte another distinet ferme In eny event they ero cer=-
tainly not anything from nolodia of Nova Scotia ond othor rosions farther north,

nor erc they like othoniWh is the bird of the .ppalachian Mountain Region

deseribed by Doctor l.otriore".

John B. Lowis, Soward Forest,
Triplett, Virginia
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C/iROLIN. VREN SPECIMENS IN SOUTHERN VIRGINIL:

Having boon rmch interested in the papér ontitled, "Geographical Varia-
tion  in the Carolina Vron", by Goorge H. Lowery, in THE LUK for Jonuary, 1940, I
docided recently to send the fow specinens I had to the Fish and 1iildlife Service
for determinotion of the subspocicse 1 expected, of course, that thoy would be
the lorthorn Caroline :tren, Thryothorus ludovicianus carolinionus, os that is the
credited to Virginia by Mr. Lowcry.

Threeo of the four specinons sont in were from Scward Forest, in south-
ecastorn Brunswick County, the othcr onc woas frum the north side of ‘nelia County.
Dr. &ildrich wrote back thoat all were Thryothorus ludoticicnus ludovicianus, tho
Southern Carolina, which had not beon roportod beforo, fron as for north as Vir-
ginia.

John Be Lowis
- e == 0000 ==©® =
CHUCK-VILL!S=-1/IDC IN MHZRST COUNTY, VIRGINL.

/. Chuck=1111's Vidow (introstorus carolinensis) was heard calling cbout
once nile south of smherst in .irherst County, Virginia, at about 11:30 P. M« on
the night of June 10, 1941, .t tho sanc time a L hip-poor-will wns calling, and
the loudor, moro leisuroly cadonce of the forner bird's call vas oonsily diffore
cntiated from that of the 1hip-poor-wille. On two succeceding nights thot the
suthor spont in this vicinity neithoer spceies was heard. This instance is tho
first tine the outhor has recorded the Chuck=/ill'*s~Widow in Arherst County.

Ernest P. Zdwards
Laboratory of Ornithology
Cornell University
Ithacao, N. Ye
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RICHLONDERS GIVE 200 PIGEONS TC THE ARMY SIGI.L CORPS

irnystreined offsprirg of Richnond homing pigeons nay fly inmportont ros-
sagos whon snorican troops toke the offensive ogninst the /ixis invadors.

To breed theso honmers for Signal Corps sorvice, a group of local pigeon
fenclers sont 200 of thoir choice birds to “iashington last weck as a gifte Thoy
will be housed in Army lofts ond their progeny will bo trainod to carry on the pi-
goon cormunicotion service for combat troups in the wore Finest of the young birds
will bo selected for dovelopnont as "twowwoy" fliors, tho prido of the pigeon scr-
vicoe .

Proocurcnent of champion breeddrs is a nationewide move by the Signal Corps
to cxpand its pigeon sorvice, which, despitc tho development of modern cormmnica-
ticns nethods such as the radio, still pleys an inmportant role in nilitary mancuverse
The pigeons, officors explein, can got through when a1l other morns of corrmnications
fﬂilo

Tho Govormment made throc offers to pigecon fanciers throughout the nation:
it would buy the birds at $5 ench, nccept then as gifts, or takc them as loans.

Twenty=one Richmond fencierseencnbers of threo different clubs--reached
into their lofts, pulled out tho best birds and sont thenm to the Govermmont as an
outright donationse

"Thore'rc no strings attached," declared Louis Mas Contc, one of the lcad-
ers in the Richnond noverent to help the Governnent with pigeonse "Uncle San con
do whot he wonts with thone Vio hope the birds will raise somc young ones who will
sove our boys' lives."

George Ve Turner, onother leador in the group, agreod with oenthusiosn.
"lic didn't spare our lofts," he saids "I picked thc bost of ny birds,"

"The birds they reise are really going to see sone action," he added.
“That's why it will take a hardened flyor to produce young birds that will stand up
under tho strain,"

The jrry would take only birds with the proper hereditary backgrounds, So
200 pedigrecs, sone of then going ns far beck ns the pigeonts groategrondparonts,
accompanied the flyers,

"Some of ry brids' pedigrees go back farther than mine," declared Mr. Conte
snilinge i

Besidos !Mre Conte and lre. Turner, Richnond fancietrs contributing pijoons
to Unele Sam ineluded; 1., il Gregory, Forrcet J., Miteholl, Ro L, Torroncc, I, La
Crowder, Re Co Nickolson, Je Eo Pedgott, Ge Me Tyo, Jo e Horris, 17e Le Luost, /i«
Ce Beck, He le Southworth, FFe De Kemorer, iie FeFhaup, Jes Re Forritor, e He
Kermerer, Je l.e liarshall, Ce N. liuckols, Re Re Brown, and H. B, Scifert.

Thoy are menbers of “the Richmond Homing Pigcon €lub, Horth Side Clud ead
HiwPlane Clube
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(The 2bove nows iten, taken from the Richnond Timos-Bispatch of March 17, 1942,
will be of interost to Ve Se O memborse In thot soaue conneetion some paragropis
fron a news iten in the seme peper a yoer ogo, Fobruary 10, 1941, will also be of
interests They form part of the report of an cddress aade in Richmond by kajor
John Xo Shawvon, of the Lrry's Pigeon Service, a branch cf tho Signal Corps, to
the Chesapecke Center of the lmericon Recing Pigeon Uniors Editor)

LRUY IS TRLINING 'T.0=-V..Y'! HOMING PIGEONS MAJOR SHAUVAN
TELLS BIRD FANCIERS' UNION

lejor Shawven, who talks about pigeons as enthusiastically as sn adniral
does aobout battleships, addressed over 150 nombors of the Chesapeake Center of the
inerican Racing Pigeon Union asserbled to hcar the part thoy nay play in tho nation's
defenso progrofie

The first pigoon company to be mobilized will tcke port in J[rmy ficld
naneuvers in the South this surmer, lLiajor Showvan said, and this corpany will ncod
sanc 3,600 pigoonse Threce other conmpanies will be formed with a total of 20,000
pigoonses To supply this number the scrvice will repgister pigeon fanciors throughe
out the nation ond will borrow fron thon poirs of birds to be used for breeding
purposcse

The pigoon service, keccping up with the Lrry units, has gone streamlined,
I'njor Shawvan statede In the fiold pigoons will travel in mebilo  lofts, fittod
to hold 120 birdse :hen the going becomos too rough for the loft, tho flyers will
be transported in portable coscs with a copaeity for four birds.

The nojor oxplnincd thet oll the pigoons have beon trainod to fly "twoe
woys"e=from the front linc to headquartors cnd back sgoin--while pigeons in other
countries arc "onc-iay" flycrse Tho training proccdure is a military socrete

Theso birds clso have becen groomed for cither night or dey work and for
the worst battle conditions. Traveling at a mile o ninute, high above tho scenc
of nction, thoy suffor fow ccsunltiocs,

= === 0000== ==
SEV.RD IFOREST NOTES

Bird obsorvations in central Brunswick county and in all scetions of
ILirelie county had led me to consider the Swemp Sparrow, Holospiza goorgians, a
rathor rarc nigrant and winter rosidonts Since coming to the Soword Forcst, in
the southoast corner of Bramswick county, I find them ouitc common in suiteble
locotionse In the wide, nmostly woodcd lowgrounds of Rattlosnake Creck there are
occosionel tracts, up to a half aére or more in extent, of open swanps, covered
with o dense growth of teall scdges, grosses, cat-toils, and other swunp loving
herbaccous plontse In thosc places the Swanp Sparrow is roally sbundant, often
outnuuboring oither the Song Sparrow or ~‘hito=throatod Sparrows

They differ from both the Song Sparrow and ‘thite=-throat in that they stick
much closor to the donse cover. Vhen thoy teke wing they are likely to fly only
o short distence bofore dropping back into the herbage. If left undistuvrbed these
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often fly to the top of a tall grass or scdge stem and sit in the sunshine for o
few manutess Thoir call noteo has some rescmblance to that of the “hite=throot,
but is weckors It has nono of the nasul quality that is so charactoristic of tbe
cnll rote of the Song Sporrow.

The Thite=breasted Nuthatch is quite rere in the Sowerd Forest arens "liost
of tho upland woods is on clmost clear stend of the loblolly pine, FPinus %acds,
which apparently docs not suit thems I find thon occasionally in ﬁE"-TEh grounds of
the larger streons, whore deciduous troos praedoaincteo.

The Brown~hcadod Muthetch is & rather rore and erratic resident of our
upland pinc woodse

John Be Lewis

ce==0000=="m=~

fi NOKFOLK NOTE

During the last week of Septomber, 1941, a flight of smell birds was ob=-
served in the pine tops of our gorden on North Shore Point. Examinction over a
period of six dnys convinced me thot wo wore being visited by Pine Siskins.

Knowing the rarity of thot bird in these rogicns, I took great care to
study cll my toxts amd to moke occuratc obsorvationse. Consistently the visitors
refused to show any field narks cxcept all of thosc indicative of the Pine Siskinsi
lly own findings wore chocked by sn expert "Birder" in the ncighborhood and, later,
o contersation with lirse lis CeRocd brought out itenms of behavior which furthor us-
sorted the verdiet to be corrects

The goy little flight nurbered thirty to forty individuals, difficult to
count becousc they kept to the thick pine needle sproys, cxeept far lively foresys
ond quick doshese

Mrse *illian A, iingwin,
Quortors H=8«B
Naval Operating Basc, Norfolk, Vae.

GENER..L NOTES

lre Villiam Montegns, of tho Departnent of Zoology, Cornell Univorsity,
vrites thot in the course of sore fiold work on the Virginia const last surmer he
ond Dry Jrthur i. «llon found o fair sized ond well cstablishod colony of nosting
horons, inecluding Little Blues, Snowy Egrots ond Louisiona Herons, on Rogue Islind,
Virginias The records of the Snowy Zgrets and Louisiana Herons arc of particular
intcrest, .- Gt

lire Robert E, Stowart, Junior Biologist of tho Fish andliildlifc Scorvice,
has made a study of the breeding bird population of the Shenandoch Hountainse
This will probably appcar soon in Tho Auk. He writes thot in conneotion with this
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he came across o snall colony of five or six pairs of Cliff Swallows, nexting under
the caves of the north ond ef aon old unpainted bern, in Highland County, in the Cow
Pasture River Valley, two or threec niles nerth of Us. S. Highway Nos. 250.

The Forest Service, in cooperatjon with theVirginia Comission of Gene
and Inland Fisheries, hos published in the form of o folled card a pocket check
list, "Common Birds of the Virginia Nationel Foreste." These cords will be found
very useful in listing birds secn on a field trip in this resgion. Copies in any
reasonable nunmber noy be obtaincd without charge by writing to: Forest Suporvisor,
Goorge Liashington National Forest, Harrisenburg, Virginia,

"Tho cupboard is berc" at the headquerters of Tho Kaven, Unless sone of
the nonbers of thoVe Se Oe stir thomselves and send in some naterial, the pros-
pocts for forthcoming issues arc scantye :

Je de M\IPI’QYQ

----"'000-“"'--
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WOODLAND NESTING POPULATION AT BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA
By C. E. Addy

In connection with studies being made of field borders at Blacksburg, Vir-
ginia, a census was made of the nesting bird population of a 50 acre seetion of
mature oak woodland. This farm woodlot is characterized by an extremely open stend
of timber. The under cover for the most part consists of scattered pateches of
bramble (Rubus Ejy) and thorn bushes (Crateaegus sp.)., Such cover offers eoxcellent
nesting sites for many song birds such as Iﬁaigo SEhtings, brown thrashers and cat=-
birds. Considerable areas of the woodland, howcver, are devoid of protective cover
and these areas are cropped close by numerous livestock.

Intonsive observations were conducted from April 1 to June 16, 1941 while
only casual observations were made during the romainder of the nesting season. It
appeers likely that a few starlings had already completed their first «nesting Le-

fore this study was started and no attempt was made during July and August to find
the nests of such late nesting birds as goldfinches and cedar waxwings. Most, if
not all of the nests found, therefore, represent first nestings.

A total of 89 nests were located in the woodland, Of this number 40 were
starling nests. The high starling population was apprently encouraged by a wealth
of nesting cavities. Inoldeutally these cavities also supported a large gray
squirrel population,

It was assumed in the beginning that some of the nests on the area would not
be found., Therefore, a record was made of all the singing males, or mated pairs
present whose nests were not recorded. It is likely that most of these were nest-
ing birds.

A list by species of the nests recorded; alsc, additional males, or mated.
peirs whose nests were not recorded, followss: e

e
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Species

Sparrow Hewi

Bobwhite Quail: = reis i
Mourning Doawve eiiifiiies o
Yellow=-billad Cuckoo e s
Black=billad Guokoo 1) Ry
Screech Owl = = i :
Ruby-throated Hunminghird:
Flicker S
Red-bellied Wbodpecke
Red=headed Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker ==
Downy HOOdueoker :
Kingbird ° 25
Crested Flycatcher
Wood Pewee 3
Common Crow : Sl
Carolina Chickadee :
Tufted Titmousei i uileleni
White-breasted Nuthatoh_:';
Catbird $
Brown Thrasher =~
American Robin ;

Bluebird o
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher _1
Cedar Waxwing A

sterling LB

Red-eyed Vireo oL e
Black and White Warblergsﬂi,
Ovenbird el
Marylend Yellowthroat T
Yellow-hreasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager :
Cardinal

Indigo Bunting
Goldfinch e
Red~eyed Towhee . ° ?
Field Sparrow. =i sl di,
Song Sparrow i :

Total :

Nests Observed

=1 O = D2 = DO

|l A

40
3%

1
3

1
5

89

Total species = 89 (innluding cowbird)
*two of the nasts oontainsd 1 cowbird egg each

mn..m 1942

 f= Sing1ng males or
. mated pairs .«
"ﬁ(nests nat observed)

ﬁlququHmmmmm :

b

Assuming that all of the birds listed were nesting, . the total nesting spe=
cies recorded for the woodland mmdld be 181 pairs .gr’approximately 5.6-nﬁats per

ascre for the 50 acre woodland plots

COnaarvation Commiusion :
Charleaton, W, Virginia
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" BIRD NOTES FROM SEWARD FOREST T

From early December through the winter a group of about five Prairie Horned
Larks, Ctocoris alpestris praticola, were seen regularly in fields of fall sown i
vheat and winter oats on e farm adjoining the Seward Forest.  April 6 while passs
ing through & field of winter oats, then beginning to cover tha ground, I ssw a
nale in full spring plumaga about 15 yards from me. He was behaving Just as the
male of =2 pair that nested in Amelia County did when the nest was approached. He
would not fly, but ran a short distance ahead of mﬁ,_constantly ‘pretending to pick
something up from the ground. I spent a half hour looking for a_nest, but failed
to find it, On April 8 esnother visit was made to the field, T e lar
found in the same plaoe, and ascted in the same way. April 9 ‘bath mal d female
were found in the seme field, about 70 yards from the spot where the male ‘had been -
on the two previous: oceasiona. April 14: Pressure of other work*pravﬁnted an eer-
lier visit and at this time I failed to see either of the Larks The oats were
then large enough that the larks would have been hard to. aea, “had thﬁ een present. -
I fully believe that this pair had either a nest, or young recently out of the nest
in the field, The 1ocation is about 65 miles southeast of central Amslia County,
where the speciea nests regularly.

The Brown-headed Nuthatoh Sitta p. pusilla is e regula but. not common
resident of the Seward Forest Area. Except in the nesting season they usually go
in groups of a half dozen or so, probably family groups. April 14 the soft nasal
calls of these birds drew my attention to a group of large loblolly pines. that stand
in the border .of an old field a short distance from a large tract of pine forest.
After a few minutes watching one of them was seen to enter a hole'in a*nsarly per=
pendicular dead limb about four inches thick in the top of one of these pines.

Ten minutes later another one came and entered the hole, reappearing in less than

a minute. On April 24 the pair were feeding nearly grown young in this hole. They
were watched for some time as they fed at intervals thet averaged alightly over ten
minutes. Several times a young bird's head appeared at the: opening during the ab=
sence of the parent birds. This nest hole, probably and old Downy Woodpecker hole,
was at least 56 feet up. All my previous experience with tha speciea have been
with nests near the ground usually in old stumpa. ] VEgRST Al

April 24 B Turkey anture, Cathartes aura aoptanﬁrionalis. una flushed from
under the top of a large fallen pine, in a tract of rather open forest land., The
location is about 50 yards up a gentle slope from Whiteoak Creek, two miles north
of the Seward Forest headquarters, Two fresh looking, rather heavily speckled
white eggs were lying on the litter of forest leaves under a heavy canopy of branche
es of the fallen pine,  This covering was about three feet above the ground, and the
space under it is open and free from brush, On visiting thepnsstjon?ﬂajgzz,_I_found
the eggs broken, robably by some predator. : __"]ff”' '

May 6 a Bhack Vulture, Coraﬁxgs f, atratus took wi at a reuoh to a
large honeysuckle thicket about half a mile down ﬁhiteoak ggeek ggomPihe_nest deg=

cribed sbove. 4 search socon revealed two fresh looking eggs in an open-space under
a densc covering of honeysuckle vines supported by-§ome small trees, The eggs were
bluish white with numerous brown blotches. On visiting tha nest on Hny 22 found

that the eggs had hatched.

;,::_ : : el John B. Lewis i
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BLACK VULTURE'S NEST AT NARUNA,. VIRGINIA.fﬁ_;'*.f?:3

During the month of March I noticed a pair of Black ?ulturaa hcvaring
around the remains of an old log cabin which had fallen down and was over run with
honeysuckle vines, This place was near the edge of .a forest_gnd beside a small
stream. g U R

Or April Y7, 1942, I located the nest in one corner of. thﬂ cabin and found
two eggs in the nest. Visiting the nest again on April 28 I fbund one downy buf'
chick and one egv not yet hatched. :

Bertha'Daniel

. 200000000 R -ﬁf' o

. BOBOLINKS AT NARUNA, VIRGINIA |

On May 12, 1942 I found about 25 Bobolinks in a flock n&ar my homm; I en=

joyed their singing which was punctuated with much chatter. ﬂb saa tha'-very gel-
dom here at Naruna. . £ - :

Bertha Daniel; f'ifff
- e === 000000 o o o o, ;'
NORFOLK NOTES

January 8 -_Ona'adult Yellow-crowned Night Heron f (HEs;_Hnrbéft D, Thomp—
son. l g .f.. i

January and February Fully 1000 sea birds perished becauae of o1l result-
ing from submarine attacks on tankers off the Virginia coast. All thrce species
of Scoters and Horned Grebes were the chief sufferers, with some 1aona also.
(Harry Bailey). -

March and April = Over 300 Loons, both Redsthroated and Common Laans, but;
chiefly Common Loons, died eas a result of oil. (Harry Bailey). - -

The destruetion of these birds has aroused considerable attention in Nor-
folk, with people anxious to do something for the birds, ;

Mrs. A, C, Reed._
G lmie = 67000 0.0 00 5 e

THE RAVEN IN PENNSYLVANIA

5 o i
The raven in Pennsylvanie is fast nearing extinction == in fact, game offi-

cials claim that a recent survey revealed less than a dozen pairs of birds in the
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entire sifice These renaining birds are to be found only in the remoto mountain-
ous sections, and are soldom observed even by nativas. ’

only a few nestlng sites are definitely known, but theae are careiuxly
guarded to prevent anyone from collecting the birds or their eggs, a practice which
the Commis:zion is equally determined to break up in connection with duck hawks.
Duek Hewks in eastern North America are none too plentiful either, yet there are
commercicl sollectors and others who think nothing of viclating the law in order to
aoquire the birds alive for falccnry or as valuable classroom specimens. .

News Release,fPeﬁn#jiﬁqﬁiﬁ{ésme
Commission, Harrisburg, Fa.

T

- wnie 0000 - amin
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A WEEK IN MAY AT CAMP RAFIDAN, VIRGINIA.
By James R. Sydnor

Camp Rapidan is located on the western side of Madison County, Virginia,
about a mile below Hoover's Cemp. It is about five miles east of the Skyline Drive
(Big Meadows) and is about ten miles west of Criglersville. The cabins which we
occupied were erected about the same time as the Presidont's Camp and were used by
members of the President's cabinet. Through the kindness of Mr. B., S. Utz of Madi-
son they were placed at our disposal,

The camp is beambifully situated by the sparkling headwaters of the Rapidan
and is built under the canopy of large hemlocks which still crowd the watercourses
in that area. The elevation at Camp is 2250, On one side of the camp is Fork
Mountaein which rises to 3862 feet while on the other side is Doubletop Mountain of
3200 ft. According to an old inhabitant of that vicinity the mountain had been
heavily lumbered about 40 ycars ago with the result that few evergreens exist except
for a narrow margin along some of the streams. A good stand of deciduous trees ex-
ists in the valleys but becomes more dwarfed at higher elevations.

We took with us detailed topographical maps in order to check the bird popu=-
lation at various altitudes. In the immediate vicinity of the cabins we found the
sheltered habitat of heavy forest and abundance of water while a quarter of a mile
eway and several hundred feet higher were the brushy pastures near the Marine Camp
which formerly housed the President's guerd. The top of nearby Fork lountain offered
e habitat of young hardwoods, laurel tangles, and spring branches while across the
Laurel Prong valley was Big Meadows which name describes the large expanse of open
grass fields situated at an elevation of 3500 feet. The author spent one day hiking
in the farm county (600-800 fect elevation) just cutside the mountains toward Crig-
lersville to discover the bird population in this adjacent area, Thus a variety
of habitats at different elevations were observed.

Our weck of birding commenced about the same time as the extensive showers
and storms broke the drought in the western part of the state. The generally rainy
weather caused the birds to be rather quiescent and undoubtedly limited our list,
We camped from May 18 through May 25. The writer was accompanied by Dr. John Grey,

o 3 -
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Jr., of Raleigh, N. C,, and Rev, W, B, Ward of Orange, Virginia, both of whom re-
turned home on the morning of May 22, Mr, Ward to return to camp for the last day's
trip.

May I pay tribute to the splendid help we received from constant reference
to Saunder's A Guide to Bird Songs., In a country of heavy foliage and an assort-
ment of migrating warblers we found it a distine%t help.

1. Green Heron - One individual was seen flying along Robertson River
near Criglersville.

2+ Turkey Vulture - Very Common.

S Black Vulture - Several individunls seen near camp.

4, Cooper's Hawk. One seen flying over the Marine Camp

5. Red=-tailed Hawk, Excellent view from the Fire Tower atop.Fork Moun-

tain of individual sailing below us.

6+« Red=-shouldered Hawk, Individual seen at Big Meadows.

7. Bald Eagle, An immature seen sailing near Fork Mountain,

8., Duck Hawk. A pair seen in graceful flight over Big Meadows and perch-

ed atop a dead hickory.

9, Ruffed Grouse. One was heard drumming near top of Fork Mountain and
on wey down Fork an individual allowed the car to
stop seven feet away without moving., 4Another was seen
in the road near top of Big Meadows.

10. Bob-white. Were heard whistling at Big Meadows and Marine Camp,

11, Killdeer. One seen flying over field near Criglersville.

12, Mourning Dove, A few were seen around Marine Camp and outside Mountain

areg.

13. Black-billed Cuckoo., One heard half-way up Fork Mountain,

14, Whip-poor-will., One heard for o few minutes firt night at Camp.

15. Chimney Swift. Three or four pair used the chimneys &t the Marine Camp.
One bold individual was seen sailing blithely some dis-
tance above the Fork Mountain Tower, at 3852 feet. :

16. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Rather cormon in more open areas, One in-
dividual was observed defending his homestead in a gnarl-
ed apple trees.

: i Belted Kingfisher. One was heard rattling up Rapidan near Camp and one
was scen perched on wire near Criglersville,

18, Flicker. Most common woodpecker seen.

19, Pileated Woodpecker. A pair heard and one seen at 2700 feet on south
side of Fork lMountain.

20, Red-bellied Woodpecker. Heard on Fork Mountain, and seen pear @riglers-~
ville.

21, Hairy Woodpecker. A few seen.

22, ovny Woodpecker. More abundant than Hairy,

23, Bastern Kingbird., Not seen in mountain area but very common in farming
country near Criglersvilie.

24. Crested Flycatcher. Frequently seen and heard at all elevations.

26, Phoebe. Five juveniles at Camp were banded. A pair was observed at
nearly every bridge.

26, Acadian Flycatcher. An individual was teken arain this year to clinch
identification. Heard occasionally.
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27
284
29,

30.
31l.

32.
33.

34,
35,
36,

37,
38,
39.
40,
41,
42,

43,

44, .

45,

46,

47.

48.

Wood Pewee. A common flycatcher. An individual constructing nest was
= observed.
Prairie Horned Lark., A poir seemingly enjoying respite from raising
their first brood were observed by the road across Big
Meadows.
Rough-winged Swallows. A pair observed just outside Mountain area.
Barn Swgllow, Common in farming country.
Bluc Jay. Heard infrequently throughout area.
Raven., We did not visit the Raven's nest which was chbserved last year
PR atop 0ld Rag Mcuntain,
Crow., Were seen occasionally near Marine Camp and at Big Meadows,
Blaclk=-capped Chickadee. Sevorel were seen almost at arm's length at
abandoned farmhouse near Camp on May 23. The larger
size, white-edging on wing feathers, and distinctive
song clinched the identification.
Carolina Chickadee. Seen and heard at scattered localities.
Tufted Titmouse. Heard infrequently.
White-breasted Nuthatch. Seen investigating dead hickorics, at the
= Sag, & nigh pass of 3350 feet on southside of Fork lt.
House Wren. A few near buildings of Marine Camp and near lodge cn
west side of Big Meadows.
Carolina Viren, A pair feeding young were seen at abandoned farmhouse
near camp.
Mockingbird., Several observed in farm area near Criglersville. None

in mountain area.

Catbird. The most sabundant member of this family., Seen throughout area.

Brown Thrasher. Seen near Criglersville. Also seen at 2800 feet but
quite scarce, :

Robin. Commen near Criglersville, oceasional near camp. Seen ‘atop
Bip Meadows.

Wood Thrush. Heard singing throughout area,

Veery Thrush., Common on Fork Mountain from 2750 feet up. Heard on
border of Big Meadows, An accomplished individual ser=-
enaded the three of us in full view at distance of for=-

ty feet.
Bluebird. Seen around Marine Camp and a nest with five eggs fofind near
Criglersville.

American Pipit, This record is offered with a great deal of hesitancy.
The three of us examined this bird at fairly close range
with our glasses, observed the bird walk a good distance
along edge of the road and througch nearby meadow, saw the
buffy streakings along upper breast, and saw white tail
feathers in its irregular flight. The National Park
and absence of a gun precluded collecting., The presence
of many similar=-looking Vesper Sparrows and the late
date (5/21) causes our hesitancy.

Cedar Waxwing., A lone individual seen perched on wire near Criglers-
ville, May 20.

Shrike. Presumably a Migrant seen between Criglersville and cemp.
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49,
50.

51.
52.
53.

54.

55,
g 5 6-
57,

58.

59,
60,
6l.

62

63.
64.
65,
66.
67,
68.
69.
70.
71,
72,
73.
T4,

75.
76.
77
78.
79.
80.

81,

Starling, Common around buildings and deed chestnuts at Big Meadows
and Marine Camp,

Mountain Vireo. The cool song of this bird was heard in the trees of
all elevations in the mcuntains.

Red-eyed Vireo, Very Common.,

Black and White Warbler. Fairly common.

Worm-eating Warbler. One individual seen. Saunder's description and

the high thin trill helped our identification.

Golden-winged Warbler. Ome individual seen by stream near Marine Camp,
at 2500 feet, May 20, singins, but probebly a migrant
as we did not find it the following day.

Parula Warbler, A common warbler.

Yellow Warblers Seen only around farms near Criglersville.

Black-throated Blue Warbler. Heard frequently around camp and on moun=
tains,

Cairrn's Wurbler. A pair seem mating probably belonged to this subspe-
cies since this srea is in their breedinz range. DMost
of the individuals in this area began their husky song
with two or three downwerd slurs before the final ascend-
ing passage instead of the even-pitched notes as given

by Saunders.,

Dlack-throated Green Viarbler., One seenat the Sag.

Blackburnien Warbler. Quite a number were seen and heard in the ares.

Yellcw-thrcated Varbler, A pair nested about 80 feet high in a hemlock

across road from cabin. They were observed nesting in
this same tree last year,

Chestnut-sided Warbler., Very common in more open country near Marine
Camp and on Bip Meadows.

Black-poll YWarbler, Infrequently heard.

Prairie Warbler., Occasionally heard near Marine Camp.

Oven Bird., Very commou,

Touisiena Water-Yhrush. A few pair along the Rapidan.

Kentucly Warbler., Infrequently heard,

Meryland Yellow-throat. In thickets at Marine Camp and on Big Meadows.
Yellow-breasted Chat. These shy clowns heard in most of the clearings.

Hocded Warbler. A common warbler.

Canaca Warbler. Secmed to be nesting near camp. Quite abundant.

Redstart. Abundant,

Enplish Sparrow. Found in valley near Criglersville.

Mealowlark. Many heard whistling at Big Meadows and on farms in velley
near Criglersville.

Red-wing. Small groups nesting along streams near Criglersville.

Orchard Oricle. Male singing near farm house near Crirlersville,

Baltimore Oriole. Male flying near Criglersville.

Purple Grackle., Abundant near Criglersville where they were busy feed=-
ing young.

Scarlet Tanager. Two males fighting over female in front of camp.
Their hoarse warble was heard frequently in mountains,.

Cardinal., Pair nested just above camp. Vere scen as high as 2750 on

SR S Fork Mountain.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Quite prevalent at all levels from Camp to
mountain top. Pair observed fighting off another male
at the Sag.
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82. Blue Grosbeak. Few observed at elevation of 2750 on Fork Mountain
and near Criglersville.
83. Indigc Bunting. Rather common. Were nesting near Criglersville,

84, Goldfinch. A flock of 100 seen on Big Meadows and others were seen
over open territory elsewhere.

85, Towhee., Very common at all elevations.

86, Grassbopper Sparrow, fwo individuals were heard in meadows near

- " Criglersvilles

87. Vesper Sparrow. Many were nesting at DBig Meadows.

88, Carolina Junco. Seen atop Fork Mountein and Big Meadows and down as
far as 3750 on Fork.

89, Chipping Eparrow, Fairly common in its accustomed habitat.

90, Fiell Snarﬁgy, Its clear song was heard in open fields at all elevations,

91, Sonz Sparrow, Heard in area near Criglersville. Also in Big Meadows
at 3,500 feet.

General Assemblv's Training Schoocl
Richmond, Virginia.

= =n 2 0000000 0=n=m=

LAWRENCE'S WARBLER IN MADISON COUNTY

Dy James R. Sydnor

While cemping recently in the Blue Ridge Mountains in the western part of
Madison County, Virginia, I decided to take a hike in the nearby farming country
lying immediately east of the mountains toward Criglersville. The date was May
23. 1 had been checking carefully the distribution and population of birds in that
?icinity.

A certain rection of the road was surrounded by open grain fields and lus
pastures, Immedictely next tc the road flowed a small stream with banks cover/%1th
honeysuckle. A short distance ahead was a gove of deciduous trees surrounding a
meadow. As I welked along this stretch of road I suddenly noticed two birds alight
on the fence about fifty feet ahead. Through my glasses I noticed they were male
and female warblers, but the male was extraordinary. These things I sew clearly,

a black throat, white wing bars, and a yellowish green back. Since they were fac-
ing somewhat awey from me I could not discerm the color of the male's breast. In
a second they flashed away and I could not find them sgain,

I have seen the Golden-winged Warbler several times and know the unmistakable
yellow ef its wing. These wing bars were white. And the back was cdefinitely
tinged with yellow and presented a yellowish green appearance. The Golden-winged
back is gray. So when I looked at my Peterson's Field Guide, I discovered that I
had been locking at a Lawrence's Warbler, the interesting and rare hybrid cf the
Golden-winged anrd Blue-winged Viarbler. If the bird had turned around, I could have
seen the yellow breast, but as birds will do, he was standing with his back to me
and turning only his head for me to see the patch of black on his throat,.

Upon returning to camp I read the more extensive descriptions found in For-
bush and Pearson, and discovered that the habitat was exactly suited to the prefer-
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ences of the Lawrence's Warbler. Since they might be nesting nearby, I returned the
next day and spent two or three hours in search for the individuels, but they could
not be found.
Generel Assembly's Training School,
Richmond, Virginia.

“Boweel0D000swsnem

Lexington Notes: There has been little time, as well as little gas, for field
trips during the spring ond early summer. Trips to Big Spring and to more distant
places have been practically abandoned. Fortunately cur cwn new place, near the Lime
Kiln Bridge on Lcrth (Maury) River, where we have bought a few acres of ground and
built a house oif' 2ld logs, hes a lot of birds, even though there arc few rarities.
V. S. 0, visitors will uiways be welcome at 'If', whcn we are camping there. The
following observacions are all from this place unless otherwise nocted, There have
been a few ducks on the river., dJdmerican Mergansers have been fairly cormon; 3 males
and 1 female, 2/2; a poir, 2/9; 8 males and 3 females, 2/12; a pair, 3/16 - Dald-
pates: male and 2 females, 3/19, bLelow our place; pair, 4/&9, below our place; 3/15;
one at Big Spring. Wood Ducks are seen regularly along the river, and raised a
brood nearby in June. Pigeon Hewk, 4/18, Ospreys, common in April; one seen flyine
over the center of Lexington. Nesting Noctes: A freshet on the river rose to with-
in six inches of a Cardinal's nest in a cedar, where the adult was ircubating on
May 18; and a second rise of the weter on llay 23 reached and destroyed the nest. An
Indipo Bunting's nest, containins four ergs almost ready to hatch on June 29, was
beautifully built of wide strips of yellow bark. Three egrs in the nest of a Yel-
low=-billed Cuckoo in the front yard of our place hatched on July 17 and 13, A pair
of Parule Warblers were feedins youny out of the nest in the front yard on June 4;
and ancther pair feeding young on July 5. 4 pair of Cerulean Warblers were simi-
larly feeding ycung in the woods at the edge of the yard on July 5.

Jo. J. Hurray.
Co b AP OOOOOD0 = wne s
BIKDS OF NORTH CAKOLINA - A Review

Bird students everywhere in the southemstern states will be delighted to
learn that this iong awaited volume is now off the press. This is athorough re-
writing of the volume published under the same title im 1919. Its present form is
both handsome and satisfying, a book of 416 pages, 20 full page colored plates pic-
turing 85 species, and 140 text cuts of individuasl species. The price of the book
is $2.50, Sixtecn of the colorcd plates and most of the cuts come from the origi-
nal edition; four of the colored plates and all of the bleck and white plates are
Birds; while Petersor hes graciously contributed seventeen new text cuts. The
price at which this book is being sold has been made possible, by the way, by the
fact thet all of the work on it has been done without remunaraticn. The authors
are the same as for the earlier edition. T, Gilbert Pearson, President Emeritn.
of the National Audubon Socisty, has in the mein written the text; but the authors,
Ce S. and H. H., Brimley, have furnished much of the date as well as constant ad-
vice and criticism and have given approval to the final text.
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The sketch of the ornithological history of the State, so interesting and
valuable in the earlier edition, has been brought down to date. There is a good,
although brief, scction on bird protection. A brief description and a statement
of the range are given for each specics, with some discussion of the habits of the
more common species. What is most important in = state book, there is a full dis- -
cussion of the status of each of the 396 birds recorded from North Carclina, It
may be pointed out incidentally that this is about forty more forms than we know
from Virginia,

The writer of this review, who is fairly familiar with the birds and orni-
thological literature of both eastern and western North Carolina, can commend this
book without reservations. There are gaps in the knowledge which it presents,
gaps usually indicated in the text, but such gaps would be true in any state book,
and particularly in the case of any Southern State. Certain minor omissions are
not worth pointing out in a review, The information here presented is irmeasurably
better than in the early edition. In 1919 bird students in North Carolins were so
few that the book necessarily depended in large measure upon the information in the
hands of the three authors themselves; but since that time bird cbservers have
greatly multiplied in the State; and under the leadership of John H. Grey, editor
of The Chat, and others in the North Carolina Bird Club localities all over the St.ie
have been carefully studied. This improvement in the knowledge of the birds of th-
State is particularly noticeable as regards the common birds, where it is most im-
portant. In the difficult matter of sub-specific boundaries the authors have had
very great help from collections made in North Carolina by the United States Na-.
tional Museum as late as 1939 and from Dr, Alexander Wetmore's recently published
critical comments on these collections,

This book will be almost as valuable to bird students in Virginia as to
those in North Carolina. At the price, it is a bargain.

Jo Jo Murraye.
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Partial Index to the First Nine Volumes of The Raven

e now heve avallable a detailed index to the first ten volumes of THE
RAVEN, 7t has been vrepared by a group of Cadets of the Virginia Military Insti-
tute, vroer the direction of Col, Robert P, Carroll, and with the financial assist-
ance ¢f ‘he Nationel Youth Administration, It will be of great value to members of
the V. 5. 0., and we are deeply indebted to those who have made it possible, The
index errds, which number 4,000 or more, record all titles and authors of papers,
ell Viresinie places referred to, and a1l references to bird specles during this ten
ecr par.ode It is, of coursg, too voluminous for publication in THE RAVEN, but the
naris heve been deposited in the new Freston Library at the V. M, I.,, where they may
2¢ consvited at eny time by people interested in Virginia birds, The editor will be
glad ot any time to look up items for those needing the information,

Beginning, with the tenth volume, = volume index has been published at the
ond of each year. We are here presenting a skeleton index to the first nine volumose
Tt has not been pdéssible to 1list here references to places and species, but the ti-
tles end authors of all papers, even the short ones, which have appeared in these
nine volumes are included. Tho three figures after each entry indicete in order the
volumi, the is#ue arnd the papge, Lhe index followss

Accurecy and scientific value - 2;3:9

Activities on Big Soring on a Morning in October = 8:9:65
Addition to the Virginia List - 5:10:4 '

*Advertures in Bird Protection', A Review - 8:2:18
Albemarle County owls « 7:11:11

Albirc, An - 3:12:3

Albino Cardinal, 4An - 512310 :
Albinc Killdeer, An = 6:9:3 »
Allison, Sarseh M, ~ A Unique Nesting Place = 5:8:l

Amelia County, Bird List = 2:2: supplement

Amelia County Bird Notes - 8:7:55 .

Amelis County Nesting Notes =917:53 .
Amerioan Bird Biographies', A Review - 61114

Aimerfcan Rough-legged Hewk at Blacksburg - 9:1:2

24
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Arother European Teal at Lexington - 8:4:133

Arvotho - Virginia record for Henslow's Sparrow = 8:11:77

Annotrted List of birds observed in Amclia and Brunswick Counties, Va. = 9:9:66
April birds in the Blue Kkidge = 4:4:7

Anril days with Virginia birds - 9:4:31

April in Virginia = 814332

Arden - 932110 '

Autunr days on White Top « 6:9:1

Bochman's Sparrow in Brunswick and Amelia Counties - 61735
Bachman's Sparrow in Giles County - 9:11:07
Enck Bay Field Trip - 1:5: supplements - 4:2:6
Back Bay = Winter MNotes = 41713
. Eaek wvard tregedy, A « 5:4:2
Bailey, He H. = A Virginia record of Cryptoglaux e, gcacdico =~ 7:4:16
Beld Fagle near Lexington - 8:9:66
Bald Zagle near Lynchburg - 5:10:5
Baldpate at Amelia, Virginie - 9:2:16
Badger, T. Hollett = Woodcock on Fastern Shore = 4:1:6
Eehavior of young Cooper's Hawks - 5:8:2
Bewick's Wrons at Mountain Lake = B8:7:48
Beyer, Leconard K. = An Albino Killdeer = 6:9:3
Big Syring lallerd's rest = 9:7:52
Bird banding =~ 3:8:1
EBird 1ife of the Roancke Creek swenps - 8:4:20
Eird Slaughter in the early days = 4:10:3
Pird study groups = 7:5:6
Birding in Florida - 5:2:8
Birds and a snoke = 4:6:4
Birds of Chatham, Virpinia - 8:9:58
Birds of the British Seachore - 61231
Iirds of an ccean crossing - 51:10:1
Dirds of a Scottish Mountain = 6141l
Eirds of the New Forecst « 6:l:1
Birds gecn on White Top Mountuin = 41611
Dluebird behevior = 31412
Psllinger, Harold = Snowy Owl near Farmville = 916343
Lounties agein - 61536
Breeding of the Mallard in Virginie - 73435
breeding notes from Lynchburg snd vieinity - 9:11:106
Irief field notes from Northeastern Virrinia - 7:1:}
Irief History of erginis ornithology = 4:2:2 and 4£:4:2
Procks, Mnurioe =« Some. notes on the birds of Highland County, Virginia - 611111
. = Nourning Warbler in Highland County - 817:47

" " Preirie Warbler at 4000 feet elevetion in Craig County - 8:7:47
" " « Hawks anl Starlings flying together - 8:9:65
it n

« Notes frym Highland County ~ 9:11:97
Prown, Ralph M. « Cirds seen on White Top Mountain - 4:6:1
" " « The Moine const = 7:7:2
% " " o Mirration Time - 8:2:1
Irowsn 9aded Nuthatch nesting in dmelia County = 2:5:4
Brubeck, C. A, - Roanoke rceords = 7:9:8
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Brunsvick County list = 2:2: supplement
Durge:s, Mrs. Cs L. = Lynchbturg dotes - 8:7:55
Burleigh, Thomas D. = Brief Field notes from Northeastern Virginia 7:1:1

Calhoun, John D. - Albemarle County owls = 7:11:11

Captive Loon, &4 = 4:1:1

Carroll, Robert P. = Summer birds of Mountein Lake, Virginia - 4:10:1
Catbird's resourcefulness, A = 7:9:2

Charlottesville list = 2:2: supplcment

Chimney Swift recoveries - 7:7:3

Clark, Austin, H. = Notes on Virginia birds = 9:4:29 and 9$:7:51
Clerk, Martho ~ Sweeb Briar nesting nctes - 8:7:51

Clhytn , Katherine P, = LUird banling - 3:8:1

Cliff Swallow in Kockingham County - 3:8:4

Coast, Virginia, list - 2:2: supolenwnt

Coastal notes = 7:11:7

Coastal Virpinia notes - 6:19:3

Cobb, Georgo iV, = 4:8:1

Curles Nceck Field Trip - 2:3:4

Daniel, Uertha = An albino - 3:1233 :

- Record of the Short-eared Owl in Vlr?;nla - 6:1:3

- Barly Migrant Rolins - 6:11:4

= Seven years of systematic bird study on ome farn in Virginia

" 1n
n n

6:535
" " = Newt of the Ovenbird = 6:7:5
" " = A Woodcock's nest = 7:4:5
i " = Notes from Norunec = 8:1:8
i " - April in Virginia - 8:43:32

n” 1"

- Neruna nesting notes alcng Fal 1ing Eiver - 8:7:56
= Nesting of the Loulsiana Wator-thrush near Naoruna - 8:7:56
» " = April days with Virsinia birds - 9:4:31
» " = Nesting notes neor Naruna - 936:43
Dates of hatching of Ruffed Grouse in 1931 « 3:4:2
Destroying shore birds in Virsinia - 1:3:2
DeCarne, W, ks « Bome observations of summer and fall birds of Chestorfield
County, Virginia - 9:14:19
Dise, Mary D, = Intimate cbservation of Flicker nestin = 5:4:3
" " " a More experiences with nesting wrens - 53911
Distribution of the Ruffed Grouse in Virginia - 6:7:)
Dockor John Lachman ou accurecy in scientific work - 9:2:14
Duck fowk's nest = 41612

Farly migrant Rebins =~ 6:1:4 and 6:2:5
Enstern Virginia notes - 9:7:47
Economie value of tirds - 3:10:1
Eike, Jamws = Breeding of the iellard in Virgiria = 7:4:5
Enzlich, A. O. = Vulturcs attacking pigs - 3: 834
1 " = A back yard tragedy - 5:412
Erroneous record corrected, An = 8:9:67
Extension of tho renge of the Clack Vulture - 8:11:74
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Ferneyhough, J. B. = Unusual behavior of a male Robin - 3:5:4
Few nesting records in Roanoke County, A - 7:9:8
Few rare occurrences, & - 6:1:6
Field trip along the Potomac - 5:2:5 _
Field trips along the Virginia bceches - 4:2:7
Fifty ycars of bird study - 7:2:3
Firest recordod capture of Swallow-taziled Kite in Virginia - 9:11:96
Four Winds Farm = 8:11:72
Fremr Kuskin S. = A hike on Thunder Hill - l:6:supplement
" " « The Richmond meeting = 2:3:1

" " " < The Charlottesvillec meeting - 3:2:3

' " "  The Norfolk meeting - 4:2:1
- Notes on Bachman's Sparrow - 4:4:6
% " " o April birds in the Blue Ridge - 4:4:7

. " " - Nesting of the Yellow=bellied Sapsucker in Amherst County - 4:7::
“ " ™ . Raven in the Bluc Ridge - 5:8:5

" " "™ - Bald Eagle near Lynchburgz - 5:10:5

" " " < Winter birds, south and north - 6:1:6

" " " = Shortecarod Owl in Cempbell County - 6:2:6

: ~ Barly migront Robins - 631215
= " " - Notes on birds of the Bluc Ridge - 6:7:1

¥ " " < Apn albino Killdeer - 6:9:3

” " " < May birds of Apple Orchord Mountein - 7:5:1

" " " e Another Virginia record for Henslow!s uparrow - 83:11:77
n b " - Ardon - 932110

" " " < Further notes from Arden - $£:7:45

" " " - Lynchburg lotes - 9:7:54

Further additions to the Virginia avifoauna = 5:17:1
Further notes from Arden = 9:7:45

Glimpses of mid=-western bird 1life - 7:7:1

Golden Eagle in Rockbridge County - 5:2:10

Gould, Joseph E, - Louisiana Wetcr=thrush breeding in southern Florida - 4:6:3

Greenfield, Ray - Some notes on the sunmer birds of Camp Lee, Virginia 7:11:1

Grey, John H, = Notes on birds of Princess Anne County, Virginia, July-August, 1938
9:11¢101

Grosu, E, R, = Bachman'e Sparrow in Giles County, Virrinia - 93111497

Hggue, Florence S, =Second annual mceting « 3:2:3
- " " = Third anoual meeting - 4:2:2
Fourth annual meeting -« £32:1
-~ Fifth annual meetinz - 62521
- Sixth anmual meeting = 7:2:l
- Seventh ennual mecting - 8:4:24
it " " = Glimpses of Midewecstern bird life = 7:7:1
" L " « Migrating Nighthawks =-T:9:7
dﬂnilcy, Chnrlcs O. = Dates of hateching of Ruffed Grouse in 1941 - 3:4:2
" = Occurrence cf Rezor-tilled Auk in V*rwlrla - 331511
- Notes on a trip to the Eastern Shore = 4:4:5
" " " A trip to the Eastern Shore - 5:1:5
" . " Plight of the Fctomac woater-fowl - 5:216
" " " Distribution of the kuffed Grousc in Virginia - 6:7:1

1 " "

" " n
" " "
n n i

n " 1]
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Hand;eyc Charkas 0. = Late nesting of the Mourning Dove - 6:9:7
" « Chimney Swift recoveries = 7:7:3
" " " «Whistling Swan in Wythe County - 8:1:6
" ¥ " = A few rare occurrences - 8:1:6
" " « Bird life of the Kkoanoke Creek Swamp - 8:4:29

Handley, Charles O., Jr. = Winter birds of Blacksburg and vieinity - 8:1:1

3 " " " = Amorican Rough-legged Hawk et Blacksbure - 9:1:2
Hawks and Btarlings flyinz together - 8:5:65
Henslow's Sparrow in Amelia County - 9:7:50
Herons along the Potomac near Alexandria, Virginia = 6:7:4
Herons of the coastel region = 3:12:3
Herons of Tidewater Virginia - 3:8:3
Herons end Egrets on the Potomac River - 3:9:63
Herrick, Eleaner E. = Birds of Chetham, Virginia - 8:9:58
Hike on Thunder Hill - 1:6: supplement.
History of a Blue Jay's nest - 91l1l
Hodge, G. II, = A Raven's nest in the Virginia mountains = 7:11:10

Hostetter, D, Ralph = Nesting of I'rairie Horned Lark neesr Harrisonburg, Virginia

e " " o Mountein Lale winter no*tes - 0:2:17 3:5:2
” " " < Clifr Swollow in Rockingham County - 3:814

" i " = Birds and a mnake - 4:6:4

4 s " « Summer birds of Mountain Lake, Virginia - 4:10:l

n " "
L n "

Save the old snags - 5:17:3

Bird study groups -« 7:5:86

Winter cbscrvations ot Mountain Leke -~ £:1:8

Woodeceks ot Mountain Lake = 8:4:31

Bewick's YWren at Mountain Lake = B8:7:48

Mountain Lake Hotes - 8:7:48

" Random notes from Mountain Lake - 9:11:98

Hostetter, Jocob H, = The Raven - 9:11394

BHoyt, J. Southgate Y, = Saw-whet Owl in Rockbridge Cuunty - B832:19
L X " Another Europoan Teal &t Lexington - 8:43:33

t 1 3 2 b 0}

" n t

LI " " Activities on Bip Spring on a morning in October = 8:5:65

" on A " = Lald Bagle near Lexington e 8:9:83

. . " = Nighthawl migration over Lexinrton = 819166
Inle of Wight Ewamp, An = 01764
Incubation period of the Eastern Sparrow !Hewk - E£:17:2
Intimate Observation of Flicker nosting - 5:4:3

Jonaq, F, M. = Nesting of Sycamore Warbler in Scuthwest Virginia - 3:2:1
" " . Nesting of Red-tailed Hawk in Southwost Virrinia - 3: 5:2

" " " - Nesting of the Cooper Hawk - 3:6:5
" " " o Nesting of the Broed-winged Hawk in Southwest Virginia = 3:7:1

June birds of Virginia's highest rountein - 8:7:44

June birds of White Top = 72513

June birds of Cobb's Islond = (:06:39

Kearns, Lucy P. = An albino Cordinal - £:2:10

King William County list = 2:2isupplerent

Kingfisher's nest, A = 7:9:1

Knott's Islamd field notes = 4:5:2

* Hostetter, D. Ralph - Lark Sysrrow nesting near Harrisonturs - 0:2:13



Page 129

THE RAVEN ’ August, 1942

Lark Sperrow nesting near Harrisonburg - 9:2:13

Late recssing of the Mourning Dove - 6:9:7

I;eWiE’ \.Toh.n B.
n n

"

L "
" "
1" "
" n

" 1"

"
n
"
it
"
n
"
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"
"
"
n
"
i
"
L
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- A peir of Shovelers - 3:4:3

- Brown-headed Nuthatch nesting in Amelia County - 3:5:4

~ Nesting of the Great Horned Owl at Amelie, Virginia =~ 4:4:3

- Winter roosting holes = 4£:4:8

- Nesting of the Pileated Woodpecker =

- Behavior of young Cooper's Hawks = B:

- Black Tern at Amelia - 5:9:2

- A nesting diary for Amelia County, Virginia - 6:6:1

- Bachman's Sparrow in Brunswick and Amelis Counties, Virginia 8:7:%

- Scarlet Tanager in Amelia County - 6:7:5

- Fifty years of bird study - 7:2:3

- A Kingfisher's nest - 7:031

- Notes from Beavor Fond, Amelia County = 8:1:8

- Prairie H orned Lark's nest at Amelia, Virginia - 8:4:28

- 4imelia County Bird notes - 8:7:565

« Ring-billed Gull at Amelia = 9:1:4

- The Baldpeto atAmelia, Virginia - 9:2:16

- Henslow's Sparrow in Amelia County = 9:7:50

- Amelia County ncst notes - 9:7:53

- Annctated list of birds cbserved in imelia and Brurewick Counties =
9:9:€6

:6:1
§2

Accuracy and sciontific value - 23:3:9

Spring foray of the Virginia Academy = 3:6:3

Winter bird community groups = 4:712

Terns at Salem = 5:9:2

Roanoke bird study group, The = 7:2:6

A few nosting records in Roanoko County - 7:9:8

An Isle of Wight Swamp - 8:7:54

White-crovmed Sparrow in Roanoke County, Virginie - 911:3
Eastern Virginia Notes - 9:7:47

Lexington notes = 9:1:6 _

List of Virginia birds, A - 9:10:85
Lists of Virpginia types, A = 4:7:5
Loeal 1list of long ngo, A = 4110:2

Logzerhead Shrike, & new bird for the Virrinia llst « 437:
Louisiana Waterethrush brecding in Southern Florida - 4:6:

1
523

Lynchburg list - 2:2:supplement
Lynchburg notes = 8:7:56 and 0:7:54

Maina ccast, The - 7:7:2
March birds of the Eastern Shore - T7:é:1l
Mason, George C. = Winter tirds of Tidewater Virginia - 2:4:1

" "

- Herons of the coastal repion - 3:12:3

" o Four Winds Farm - 8:11:72

May birds of Apple Orchard Mountain - 7:5:1

Migreting Nighthawks - 7:917,

Migration time - 8123l ;
Montgomery County list - 2:2:supploment
More experience with nesting wrens - 5:0:1
Mountain Lake notes = 8:7:48

Mountain Lake wintecr notes - §:2:17
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Mourning Warbler in IHighland County -« 8:7:47
Murroy, 7. J. = Winter birds at Big Spring - 2:1:2
|

" " = Bluebird behevior = 3:4:2

" " -« A trip to the Dismel Swamp - 3:6:1

" "« Notes from Rocktridge County - 3:10:4

" " = A captive Loon - 4:1:1l

! " = Tield trips along the Virginiae beaches = 4:2:7

" " = A brief history of Virginia ornithology - 4:3:2 ard 4:4:2
“ " = A Duck Hawk's nest - 4:6:2

" n

« A 1list of Virginia types = 4:7:5
" " = Golden Bagle in Rockbridge County - 5:2:10

" " - Some Virginie corrcctions to the 1931 A,0,U., 'Check-List' - 5:4:1
" " = Further additions to the Virginia avifauna - 5:7:1
" " = Incubation beriod of the Eastern Sparrow Hawk = 5:7:2

- The birds of an ocean crossing = 5:10:1
- Uncle Rerus on protective coloration - 5:10:3

4 " = The birds of the New Forest = 6:l:l
" " = ‘'imerican Bird Diographics!, a review - 61114
" " = The birds of the British Seashore - 6:2:1°

-~ William Palmer on the summer birds of IHanover and King William
Counties, Virginia - 6:2:3

= The birds of a Scottish mountain - 6:4:l

" " = An Upland Plover's nest = 6:6:%2

~ DNotes on some surmer birds of Wise County, Virginia - 6:6:4

- Autumn days on White Top = 6:9:1

1 " « A new bird for the Virginia list - 7:1:6

» " = Virginia bird notes from John W, Daniel, Jr. = 7:2:5

o " = Some Virginia ornithologists - 1. Mark Catesby - 7:4:3

" ¥ " " - « Percy Evans Freke = 7:5:5
. "oa . " " 3, Harry Balch DBailey - 7:¥:2
. A " ! 4, William Polmer - 7:9:3

" "o " " " 5. Wirt Robinson = 7:11:8

June birds of WhiteTop - 7:5:3

A new race of the Song Sparrow = 7:9:4

A Virginia record of the Water-Turkey - 7:9:5

Some unusual Virginie records = 7:11:11

tidventures in B ird Procteetion', o review = 8:2318

" . June days on Cobb's Island - 8:6:39

" g Junie birds of Virginia's highest mountain - 8:7:44

N " Extension of the range of the Black Vulture - 8:11:74

i " Virginia notes in other ornithological journals - 8:11:78

- Oistery of a Dlue Jay's nest = 9:l:}

" " Loxington Notes = 9:1:5

Dr. John Backman on accuracy in scientific work - 9:2:14

Nesting of the Woodecock in wostern Virginia - 9:4:32

The V. S, 0, field trip (Lexington) - 9:6:35

Recent records and new problems in Virginia ornithology = 9:6:39
The Dig Spring Mallard's nost = 947:52

Notes from scattered Virginia points - 917:55

" " = Summer birds of Middle Mountain, Highland County, Virginia = 9:8:59
i " = A list of Virginia birds - 9:10:35

- BSome specimens from Middle Mountain, Virginia - 9:11:99

(I S T

8 53 8 0 0
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leIlwaine, William B., Jr. -~ The economic value of birds = 3:10:1
! . " Sketch of the water-fowl population of the Potnmac
during the fall - 4:10:2
4 i i Field trip along the Potomac - 51235
5 " " Shirley, Virginia - 6:5:7
" i " - Herons along the Potomac near Alexandria - 6:17:4
Ilerons and Egrets on the Potomac River - 8:19:63

Naruna nesting notes along Falling kiver- 8:7:56

Nelson, A. L. - Some notes on the summer birds of Camp Lee, Virginie, 7:11:1
Nest of the Ovenoird = €:7:5

Nesting of Sycamore Warbler in Southwest Virginia - 3:2:1

Nesting of Prairie Horned Lark near Harrisonburg, Virginia - 3:5:2
Nesting of Red-tailed Hewk in Southwdst Virginia - 3:5:2

Nesting of the Cooper Hawk - 3:6:5

Nesting of thce Broad-winged Hawk in Southwest Virginia - 3173l
Nesting of the Great Horned Owl at Amelia, Virginie - 4:4:3
Nesting of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in Anmherst County - 4£:7:6
Nestinz of the FPileated Woodpecker - B:6:l

Nesting diary for Amelia County - 61611

Necsting of the Woodcock in Western Virginia - 914132

Nesting notes near Naruna, Virginia - 9:6:43

New bird for the Virginia list, A - 7:1:06

New rece of - the Song Sparrow -, 4 - 7:9:4

Nighthawk migretion over Lexington - 8:9:16€

Notes from Rockbridze County - 3:10:4

Notes on & trip to the Eastern Shore - 4:415

Notes on Dachman's Sparrow = 4:4:6

Notes on some summer birds of Wise County, Virginia - 6:16:4

Notes on birds of the Blue Ridge - 617:l

Notes from Naruna - 8:1:8

Notes from Leaver Pond, Amelia County - 8:1:8

Notes on Virginia birds = U34:29 and 917161

Notes from the cuast- 917:148

Notes from soattered Virginia points = 9173155

Notes from Highland County - 9111107

Notes on birds of Princess Anne County, Virginia « July-August, 1530 - 9:11:101
Notes from liorfolk -~ 9:11:103

Occurence of the Razor-billed Auk in Virginia - 3:5:1

Pair of Shovelers, A = 3:14:3

Plight of the Fotomac water-fowl - 5:2:6

Preirie Horned Lark's nest at Am lia, Virginia -~ 8:4:28

Frairie Warbler at 4000 feet elevation in Craig County - 837147

Freliminary list of the butterflies of liockbridge County, Vireinia - 9:7:56

Random records from Mountain Lake, Virginia - 9311:38
Roven, The = 9111194 e

Raven in the Elue Ridpe =- 5:8=a

Raven's nest in the Virginia mountains - 7:11:10

Recent records and new problems in Virginia ornithology - 916139
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Record of the Short-eared Owl in Virginia - 6:1:3
Reed, Mrs, A. C, = Notes from the coast- 9:17:48

" ¥ " = Notes from Norfolk - 9:11:103
Ring=-tilled Gull at ‘melia - U9:l:4
keonoke Lird study group = 7:2:6
Roanoke records = 7:y:8
Rockbridre County list - 2:2:supplement

Save the old snags = 517:3

Saw=whet Owl in KRockbridge County - 8:2:19

Scarlet Tansger in Amelia bounty - 61T:b

Sellers, F. B, = koauoke records - 7:9:8

Seven years cf systemotic bird study on one form in Virginie - 6:5:5

Slaw, Elizabeth M, - A Catbird's rescurcefulness = 7:912

" " -~ Eighth annual meetineg of the V. S, O, = 9:6:33

Shirley, Virginia - 61537 .

Short-eared Owl in Cemplell County - 61:2:5

Steteh of the water-fowl populaticn of the Fotomac during the fall = 4:12:2

Smyth, J. Adger - Pirding in Florida - 5:2:8

Siyth, Ellison A., Jr. = First recorded capture of the Swallow-tailed Kite in
Virginia = 9:11:96

Smyth, Ellison A., IV = A Preliminary list of the butterflies of Kockbridre
County, Virpinia - 9:7:56

Snowy Owl neor Farmville - 910143

Some specimens from Middle Mountain, Virginia - 9:11:990

Some notes on the tirds of Highland County, Virginia - 6111:1

Some notes on the surmer birds of Camp Lee, Virsinia - 7:11:1

Some cbservations of summer and f£all birds of Chesterficld County, Virginia -

: 914119

Scme unmisual Vireinia records - 7:11:11

Some Virginis corrections to the 1931 A, U, U, 'Check=-List'-5:4:1

Some V1rrin1u ornithologists = 1, Mark Catosby = 7:4:3

* " ' 2, Percy Evans Freke - 7:5:5
= i " 3. Harry Palch Bailey - 7:7:2
& % = 4, William Pelmer - 7:9:3

s . " B, Viirt Robinson « 741118

Southwest Virginia list - 2:23supplement

Spring Foray of the Virpinia Academy - 3:6:3

Stevery Kingsley - Ereeding notes from Lynchburg and vieinity - 9:11:106
Summary of the Virginia avifauna - 4317:4

Sunmar birds of Middle Mountein, Highland County, Virginia - 9:3:59
Surnmer birds of Mountein Lake, Virginia - 4:101]

Sweet Iriar nesting notes = 8:7:51

Terns at Salem end Amelia - 53512
Trip to the Dismal Swamp = 3:6:1
Trip to the Lastern Shore - 5:1:5

Unique nesting place - 5:8:1
Upland Flever's nest, An - 6:6:3
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Tirginia, A consclidated list of nine local regions of - 2:2:supplement
/irginwa bird notes from John W. Daniel, Jr. = 7:215
ir*l* & birds, A list of = 921085 :
V‘**in a notes in other ornithclogical journals in 1937 - 8:11:78
Virginia notes in recent literature - $:2:18
Y.rginie record of Cryptorlaux a acadica, A = 7:4:6
Virginia record of The Wiater~lurkey, A = 71915
Ve S, 9. - Chartor members - 1:l:l
» - Members (1931) - 2:8:1
" v, (1934) = 511122
" (1935) = 6:9:4
y (1538) = 9:6:38

"™ ' = Orpenization meeting (Descember, 1929) = 1:1:2

s - First annual mmetinp (kichmond, 1931) = 2¢3:1

" - Second " (Charlcttosv111e 1932) - 33233
. = Third " " (Norfolk, 1933) = 4:23:2

B - Fourth " "o (Alcxandri& 1934) = 5:231

! - Fifgh " u (Roanoke, 1955) - §15121

" - Sixth " " (Lynchburg, 136) « 7:2:1

" - Seventh " " ( Richmond, 1$37) = 8:4:24

. - Eighth " " (Lexington, 1933) -~ 9:6133

" - Field trip (Lexington) - 216338
Virginia types, A list of = 4:7:5
Vultures attacking pigs - 3:3:4

Jslsh Lester L. = Knott's Island field notecs = 4:8:2
" " - Coastal Virginia tird notes- 6:9:3
% " " = Coastal notes - Till:7
Viedding in the V. S. 0, family, A = $26:1
Vietmore, Alexander - March birds of the Eastern Shore = 7:4:l
White-crowned Sparrow in Roanoke County, Virrinla - 9:1:3
fhistling Swan in Wythe County - 8:1:8
“illiem Palmer on the summer birds of Hanover and King VWilliam Counties Virginia
B 6:2:3
Tinter bird community proups - 41712
Winter birds at the Lig Spring « 21142
Winter birds of Dlacksburp and vicinity - 8111l
Vinter birds, South and North - 6:11:6
Yinter birds of Tidewater Virrinin - 2:4:l
Uinter observations at Mountain Leke, Virpinia - 8:1:3
Winter roosting holes = 4:4:8
Wwodcock on the Eastern Shore - 4
tirodcocks at Mountain Lake - 8:4:
Wcodcookd nest, A = 7:4:5
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HUMMINGBIRD MOTIF

By
Mrs. At Cl Reed

This article is written for those VSO members who are hummingbird fans
as I am; who feed them sugar-water, who love dearly the little cantankerous; chit-
tering, mercurial mites of dirds, and who miss them terribly when they gos Altho
no effort was made to particularly study hummingbirds, it is hoped these observa-
tions will be of interest.

I first began feeding hummingbirds in 1939. I had visions of attract-
ing many, for I was familiar with the way Mrs. Lawrence J., Webster used to feed
thert in my home town of Holderness, N. H. Mrs. Webster has been knovn to readers
of Bird Lore &8s the "Hummingbird Lady". Her work with them is also described by
A. T. Bent in his Life Histories of Hummingbirds, Now the first lesson which I
had to learn was that feeding hummingbirds on an estatoc of spacious lawns and gar-
dens, with wilderness areas all eround, was a differcnt matter from foeding them
in & city garden 35 x 40 feet.

In 1831 I put up seven vials, spaced about the garden. The largest num-
ber of hurmmingbirds that I could be sure of at one time wag ten. In the late af-
ternoon, betweon 4 and 5 o'clock, & favorite feeding hour, the garden sizzled with
hurmmingbirds chasing each other in a maze of perpetual motion,

Scintillating tho it was, the harmeny in my garden was gone. Now I love
hummingbirds, but I want other birds too, Our garden is entirely enclosed. It is
& sanctuary in a perilous region of cats. All the birds, it seems, bring their
young intec the garden; partly because fat rnulberries are convenient food to cram
down gaping mouths. There is also a cherry tree and fig trees by the garage. Be-
sides food, there are three bird baths, filled several times a dey in hot weather,
and the steady drip, drip all summer of birds taking their baths is sweet nusic
to my ears. However, I have learned that hummingbirds drive eway other birds -
if the area is small. Catbird does not like to take a bath with an irate humnor's
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rapisr bill poised two inches above her gentle head. Nor do the other birds. Nor

will they lie on the ground sunning themselves if a hummer, like split lightning,

is likely to zoom down on them. A garden filled with contentious hummers becomes
lesort as for as other birds are concerned.

In 1940 I put up four vials; in 1941 two, one at each window facing
the garden, which has proved the best arrangement. The two vials do not attract
many hurmmers at the beginning of the season, and their sparrings are carried on
fairly close to the windows, During a brief period from August 8-15, I had to put
up two more vials. At that time the most young of the year were precsent and there
wes the keenest competition. During that time some of the garden birds drifted
away, which they might have done anyway if moulting. Then the young hummers de-
parted for the south, leaving before the adults; and some of the garden birds came
back.

For food I use two-parts of water to one-part of sugar. I have had somc
trouble with crystallizing of the sugar, and fermentation. The sugar is always in
solution when I put it in the vials, Crystallizing may be due partly to evapora-
tion. Yet the rapid whipping of the sugar-water by the tongues of the hurmers may
cause tiny granules to adhere together, oand finally under constant sgitation, to
form into lumps. One day I saw a hummer lift away from the vial with its bill held
tight together in what appeared to be a hard lump of sugar. This mishap was not
serious for she flew to the mulberry tree. and whacked away the sugar on a twig, and
in a few minutes was back again. There is also some stickiness of the fluid, which
may be due to ovaporation in this hot climate. At any rate I have observed the
birds after drinking fly to the cotton tassels hanging from the awnings and either
wipe their bills on the tassecls or deliberately draw the bill down through a bit
of the cotton., Then agein after drinking deesply, when their little bodies are so
full of sugar-water that they are as round as barrcls, they mey rest on a twig
and then one can see the tongue, like a silver thread being whipped in and out, in
and cut, as though the hummer was trying to wipe the bill. Fermentation is a more
serious matter. During hot weather the sugar-water becomes cloudy. One has only
to taste 1t to realize how much it has fermented. I may have lost one hummer througl.
illness due to fermentation. She was a favorite, and I called her 'Minette'.

More than any other hummer, Minette had the habit of clinging to the
iron hoop arcund the vial with her tiny feet. Sometimos she folded her wings back
against her body as a locust might and her body would droop as the body of an in-
sect bends; then curving her slender serpent-shaped head and neck, she would thrusti
her shoulders well inside the tube until she could reach the sugar-water at the
bottom of her tongue. Finally she beceme expert. Scarcely checking her flight to
clasp the rim with her feet, but in almost one continueus movement, she would bend
dcuble and thrust herself into the tube;- a sort of jack-knife dive from the air
as it were., Wetching her I wondered if she were not develcping scme new technique
in feeding, and I speculated as tc whether artificial feeding of hummingbirds might
create some slow evolution in their fecding habits.,

Then something went wrong with Minette. By June 24, her agile movements
became heavy and her body sagged. On June 28, she looked weak and seemed to sway —
as she alighted on the vial, Her breast was dark end soiled looking, her body
bloated and she reated heavily. ifter that I sew her nc more. BHad she injured her-
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gelf with her acrobatic performances =-- overshot the mark of slow evolution so to
speak-~ or was it illness due to fermented sugar-water? Thereafter I made up
fresh fluid every day, never kecping & supply on hand. Automatic feeders, large
ensugk to hold a supply for more than one day, should not be used in cur climate I
think.,

A possible explanation of Minette's end came from a neightor. He said
that he saw the cat of another neighbor twicc kill a hummingbird. The cat would
hide among the flowers and shrubbery. When the hummingbird came low to sip from
the flowers (sometimes they are only three inches from the ground when eipping
from the branches of larkspur blossons) the cat would reach out and strike the
hummer down. I have seen this cat, on top of the garage, leap a foot intoc the
air and at the same time with raised paw strike at a bird flying over the roof,

VVhen I first began feoding humming birds I used test tubes the open ends
of which Mr, Reed fluted so as to make them appear like flowers and he painted the
whole tubes red. I soon scraped off the paint. The most interesting part in
wetching hummingbirds feed is to see how the forked, snake-like tongue flicks the
sugar-water, (‘pumping it up' as it were through the round tubular tongue, (which
is a sheath enclosing two tubes.) It is also fun to watch the females'tank up'
with sugar-water. As they drink their little bodies swell and swell, until 'hull-
down with freight' they buzz away to their babies, Soon they are back again lock
ing quite streamlined in figure and ready to tank up all over again. I doubt ir
in the wild hummingbirds ever find so much nectar that they become swellen; but in
the artificial feeding of them I cannot sce that there is anything to the thecry
that hummingbirds only 'take sips', even though Mr. Pettingill in Bird Lore (May-
June '37) says of Mrs. Webster's hurmingbirds, "A sip from each (vial) was enyurh
at nc time did any one bird tamke a noticeable amount of solution from one vial,"

To the contrary I have often observed how the fluid in the vial does become notice-
ably lowered while a hummer is drinking. In Bent we read, "The hummingbird is
popularly regarded solely as a sipper of nectar, as it buzzes from flower to flower;
as onc who might say with “riel, "Where the bee sucks, there suck I." When the
females begin drinking deeply I take it as an indication there are babies in the
nest., 1 also wonder if drinking so much sugar-wnter increases the size »f humminsz-
birds. My adult females seem bigger than hummingbirds in the wild.

Hummingbirds nat only feed by eucking nectar from flowers but it is sai”
the main part of their food consists of small insects. In midsummer I have often
seen a female hummingbird revolving around within a swarm of dancing gnats, secm-
ingly picking them out of the eir with her bill, I have watched a single hurmer
clean the air of the gnats in this way. Forbush suggests hummingbirds may catch
insects in the air with the tongue in much the same manner as a flicker spears ~nts
with its barb-tipped tongue. Perhaps hummingbirds have several wnys of obtainirg
their food; sucking fluids (and tiny insect) through the tubular tongue, and
catching insects with the bill, or with the brush-tipped tongue. On July 13, '39
I saw a hummer follow a cabbage butterfly with a wing spread of almost two inches.
She nipped soveral times at the butterfly's wings as if trying to teke a picce out
of them. Each time she nipped the butterfly stoppod to flutter its wdngs energcti-
cally, then flew on., The hummer gave up. T

Mr. Reed happened to make thc test tubes 33 inches long. They were nct
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quite 3/4 of an inch wide. From these tubes, the hurmers could drink up all the
sugar-wvater except that in the rounded bottom, which was about %‘inch deep, Humming-
birds appear to unroll the tongue until it extends as far beyond the bill as the
lensth of the bill itself. Nevertheless in order to reach the bottom of these

tubes with their tonpgueos, they had to cling to the flutted glass rim with their

feet and to thrust their head inside the tube, & position which must have been dif-
ficul®: for them to hold and one which left them vulnerable to cruel wing-slaps

from assailants. Consequently I discontinued using these tubes and now use as wide-

mouthed, small pill bottles as I can find. Hummers enjoy the wide-mouthed vials.
They can plunge the bill quickly into the fluid and ‘pump' vigorously while at the
same time they can watch for attacking hummers.

This perpetual quarrelling, this intolerance on the part of hummers for
their own kind and other birds also is their most noticeable characteristic. And
it is when they are fencing, sparring, sallying about each other that I think they
are the most "unbirdlike', Then they give the impression of being little puppets
suspended in air, mechanically operated by invisible strings; little jousters for-
ever jousting!

The greatest agitation comes when the young of the year aro present
thereby increasing the number of hummers feeding at the vials., At such times an
assailant may 'crack down' on a drinking hummer with wings that slap with the
forece of cracking whips. One wonders how the delicate young with their rauze-like
wings ever escape injury. There should be no obstacle beneath the viels. In
eluding an assailant, a drinking hummer often drops vertically down, with the re-
sult the attacker zooms past without striking anything more than thin air. The
force of this wing-slapping makes one realize that in hummingbirds the breast
muscles are relatively very large and that hummingbirds have more strength and
speed, in proportion to size, than any other birds.

There has been one fatality among my hummingbirds due to this quarrel-
ing.. On August 23, 1939, a little male hummer came to the vial for the first time.
Possibly he was a migrant. At any rate he promptly became master, and he did this
by simply 'using his brains'. Instead of pursuing the females a long way off when
chesing them away, (the usual proccdure) he only followed cach one a few feet, then
oamd right back to hie poereh, Eeeh tine he roturned from such purauit his gorget
would blaze orange or red. By wasting no time chasing, he was ready to meot the
next comer. I called him 'Jewel'. He remained until September 1, departing with
e little train of southbound hummers.

About the middle of June '40, a small male hummer again appeared in the
garden and becammg.master of the situation., I cannot be certain it was 'Jewel' but
I like to thihk so. Perhaps he had been a-wooing, and so had not appeared sooner.
Two twigs in the mulberry tree became his favorite perches. Hummingbirds sometimes
use the same spot on twigs as perches so consistently that the twigs become wern
by their tiny feet. From these twigs he would fly down to the window, and as he
did so I was conscious of only one thing;-- a beautiful floating ruby. The brown
blur of his wings scarcely made an impression. Time and again, I enjoyed the chang-
ing depths of color in his gorget. I named him 'Fire'. I soon observed one fact.
'Fire' would chasd the females away early in the morning, but after having break-
fasted he became indifferent about them. During the day he let them pass with lit-
tle pursuit. In the late afterncon, the favorite drinking time, there would be more
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chasing  He spent much time on his favorite twigs preening. His usual position

wes witl his emerald back to the window thus watching over his shoulders the comings
and peirgs of the females. Often he visited the flowers. At times he made trips
outside “he rarden. Sometimes he perched beside the vial guarding it. Then as the
light 7211 on him, his throat would blaze ruby, or his tiny eyes gleam like diamonds.

Trvly he was a beloved hummer!

By July 27 there was increased activity due to the gathering of the young.
On July 31 a new adult female appeared. With sudden apprehension, I noticed she was
most beiligerent toward 'Fire!. On August 1 I was away all day. When I returned
the vials were empty. During dinner I did not sece Fire, and I was filled with un-
easiness., The next morning he still was not there. Then Mr. Reed stepped out into
the garden, and I heard an "Oh! - Ch!" From beneath the roscbushes, he picked up
o littlc dead hummingbird .. 'Fire'! A round neat hole in his throat bore witness
to the Jact that the till of the powerful female had found its mark,

I buried 'Fire' in my bird cemetery beneath the crepe myrtle tree, where
there are the graves of other wild tirds as well as those of two pet canaries, and
where I am the Chief Mourner., The joy of feeding the hummingbirds for me had gone
out. == I took the vieals down,

However, there was not to be any peace in my garden. Female hummingbirds
came to empty windows all day, tuzzing angrily away. There were 2 young humming-
birds and I knew there were probably nests with babies. By the middle of August
there would be young of a later troocd. I consicdered the rule, "Do not feed humming-
birds unless certain to continue doing so all summer"., -- The vials went up again.
-- But in my heart there suddenly blossomed, like a scarlet pimperncl, the menmcry
of a ruby glow which would never fade. ’

In the wild when hummingbirds return in April it is abcut the stands »f
cornl honeysuckle (Lonicera Sempervirens) that I first see the female hummingbirds
on guard, In the Fish and Wildlife Rcfuge, I have observed on Long Island that
wherever the coral honeysuckle falls in a cascade of beauty from high up among the
trees, there a femnle hummingbird hes taken up her perch. Likewise in the lNorfolk
Wildflower Sanetuary where the corel honeysuckle drapes a dogwood tree, I have founl
a female puarding it., In this sanctuary, whore the honeysuckle covers the fonce
and a beautiful stand of ce¢lumbine blooms nearby, I hove found 2 femnles and a male
using it as a feeding territory. (Wild columbine (4Aquilegia Cmadensis) used to prow
in messes in this area, but now is scarcely found anywhcre except in the Wildflowcr
Preservation.) These flowers arc st their best the last of April or early May.
After the heirht of bleoming is over, the hummingtirds leave. It would seem that
they just linger about these flower larders for awhile. Twice I have watched a
male hurmingbird going through his courtship-pendulum-zooming btefore a female in the
honeysuckle. Perhaps the coral honeysuckle and columbine are ‘'wooing areas', and
we can think of them as flower stands where the hummingbirds linger tc enjoy the
sweets and do their courting hefore going on to the nesting territory.

In June the trumpet creeper (Tecome Radicane) bepgins to bloom, Near 'he
Navy Base during '38 ond '39.there was a spot where the trumpet vines panoplied the
thickets and here ench season I found a femnle hummer claiming it as her 'fond arca’,
During July, wherever the cardinal flowers (Lobelia Cardineles) rrow in some quan-
tity I nave always found a hummingbird on guard. Both the trumpet creeper and
cardinal flower, I think, form important food areas during the breecing period. In



Pago 39 THE RAVEN September-October, 1542

the cypress swamp, Route 603, the red velvet spires of the cardinal flowers grow-
ing beneath the cypress trees are beautiful to sce, and not far from this spot is
the finest stand of these flowers I have found in the county. On June 19, 1940,
Mrs. Lester, Mrs., Darden, and I found a female sitting on her nest in a cypress
tree about 20 feet atove the water. On August 27, 1941, Dr. Grey and I saw a fo-
mele in this swamp drive away a wood pewee. In the WPA Senctuary is a fine stand
of cardinal flowers. Here on July 30 I saw a female hummingbird tower up into the
pine trees where she tried to put to route a pair of cardinals feeding their young.
Next her attention was piven to & red-eyed vireo feeding its babies elderberry
fruits. Several times she went after a pair of ohipping sparrows feeding their
young on the ground. Again she ‘prodded a common swallowtail butterfly (Papilio
asterias; Holland) which had slirhted on a spire of blossoms. In between these
aallies she sipped from the flowers. I did not see any nest, though doubtless ons
was there. All this occurred within about 20 minutes. Evidently female humming-
birds 'stake' as their own, when possible, a stand of wildflowers, and a stand
which provides food for rrowing baties is a find indeed! Since the flower food
source is so important to hummingbirds, ond guarding it seems to be an hereditary
habit or instinet, it is not surprising that there is so much rivalry when two or
more females come torether to feod at a sugar-wator vial.

Each year I have hoped a female would build her nest in my garden, but
so far, after fecding they all depart over the roofs of surrounding houses. It
has been found that the male generally does not help the female with nest building
end rearing >f the young, and the reason for it is suprosed to be that his flamin;
corpet would be tos eonspicucus at the nest. Aretas Ssunders in his "Ecology of
the Birds of Quaker Run Valley" shows that male hummingbirds have separate feeding
territories from females; although at one tee balm patch he records a male and
three females. Witmer Stone says that at Cepe !May the place to look for males early
in the scason is in the old pardens of the town; while in midsummer they ore sel-
dom seen anywhere.

Looking through my notebooks I find I have not recorded seeing a male
hummingbird in the wild in midsurmer. In '39, during August, & handsome male
visited our parden a few times nnd twioce I noted his attempt to feed at the vials.
btut he was driven away by the females. 1940 was made memorable by little 'Fire:.
In '4l, a larpge male came to the yarden regularly from mid=-June to July 17. Whiic
the bee balm was in bloom he came once a day, sometimes twice. Only once did I sce
him come toward a vial, when he wns promptly chased nway. He made his daily rounc
of the flowers methodicelly end business-like, ~nd to my eyes, never even seemed to
look in the direction of the vials, or at the females drinking there. During tho
nesting season, it would appear to be humminghtird ethics for the male not to fre-
quent the same food area as the female. Did 'Fire' break this rule, and does this
in part account for his death? '

When poised before feeding, the customary position taken by hummingtirds
is a horizontal one with the body slightly curved in an arc, the head and tail
tilted up. In my gerden are two poinsiana bushes. A wire clothesline runs throurh
their btrances, On July 6, tnd 13, 1939, I saw a hummingbird hang completely up-
side down from the wire while it probed the orange pea=-like blossoms beneath with
its bill. Once it whirled round and rouné the wire, its wings making a smoky blw:
like & spinning tep. Perhaps exuberance, or the fun of doing a 'stunt', account
fer the latter behavior,
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Loarning to know individual hummingbirds and to recognize them from
year to year is one of the pleasures to be derived from feeding them. Often there
is some characteristic which helps cne to identify an individual. For thosc wr>
know as little about hummingtirds as I did, a word of werning might be in oruoer,

I barly noted thet sometines a female scemed to haye the top of the head . linw,
while another's would be whitish., I thoucht this/gharacteristic by which | c¢oull
identify them, until I observed the trait to be a variable one. A hummer which
should have a yellow crown would suddenly appear dark headed. Not till I read
Saundar's book did I realize hummingbirds receive their colored crowns from tne
pollen of flowers.

Younr hummingbirds are ensily told from adults. They are dainty, She:r
bodies appear very flexible; their wings so soft they scarcely make an audiblc
sound. In a week or so their bodies seem to stiffen, and they acquire a rapier .a=-
siliency which denotes ‘'youth'.

One female, I believe, I have had for three seasons. The first year
I quite rudely nemed her '01d Female', end '0ld PFemale' she has remained! She iz
a squeare-shaped hummer with a thiock neck and body. Her wings rattle like sabers.
In 1940, she was the first to arrive in spring, appearing at the window April 23,
In the fall she linrered after the others had rone. On September 11 the weather
turned cold, We had a little heat in the house to tnke off the chill. The days
rrew dark early and we ate dinner with the lirhts on. Outside in the dark, '0id
Female' would come to feecd, a little shadow at the vial, a tiny figure bey nd the
screen, 1 felt sad for surely it was time she left for the south. I have read :ra=
the artificial feedins of hummingbirds sometimes detains them too long. Septembor
14 was a brizht morning. Mr. Reed and I stood by the rosebushes when '0ld Femnlc'
came to drink. She passed close to my head, and as she leisurely drank her fill,
she eyed us with her tiny black eyes. I said, "How tamo she has grown!" Then she
lifted herfolf from the vial, towered up atove the mulberry tree, and was ronc,

In 1941, '0ld Female' and another hummer which I named 'Debora' dominat-
ed the rarden. Deltora was shaped like a ninepin, with a slim neck and smell head.
Her wings also rattled noisily. By September 1, all my hurmers were gone except
these two. Then a strange thing happened., With the young departed and the carers
of summer over, these two hummers found they hed nothing to do but fight. I be-
lieve they were trying to determine for rood to which of them the garden beclongec.
They chnsed each other endlessly. dAs the dnys went by there seemed to be increnscil
intensity in their rivalry. At first I worried lest one 3f them would be hurt, nuos
the more I watched I decided they were too evenly matched for either to ret the
upper hand., On September 6, however, there seomed tu me to be something dendly
carnest in their pursuits. Finally they faced each other in a vertiecal position,
white breast opposite white breast, their wings appearing like one pair of wings.
It looked to me as thourh they were hooked together. In this position they shot uo»
and down, and back and forth. I watched spellbound. Suddenly they went up into cuc
air, then straicht down to the rround where they toppled over sidewnys on the grass
still in that position. Vith am ery, I ran cut of the house, bent over them; ny
cupped hands were about to close upon them, when from beneath my fingers there
wafted out two dazed little hummers that slowly flew away.

From that mement a chanfe came over Ehem. Some instinet, which had urn-
ed so fiercely, quite evidently died out. Gone was all the chasing, Demurely ilnev
sat on the wires in the pgarden, often within a few feet of each other. If one went
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to drink, the Bther only stopped preening for a moment to look. Thus September -,
passec to the 8th; the 8th into the 9th. On the morning of the 10th, Mr. Reed
saw them both at the vials. I did not see them but in the late afternoon, ther
was that 'void! upon the air, that 'stillness' which bespeaks tho inevitable d=
parture. :

» After o summer of contention had my two hummingbirds fone south to-
rether? I like to think so. In my mind's eyo I saw them speeding over southern
states, crossing tepether the dangerous Caribbean in a course strong and true to
some “ropic clime .. and sure on each little hummingtird's head there rosted ry
blessing!

As I washed the vials nnd removed the soiled ribbons, I felt micn us
I do when I take down the ornaments from the Christmas tree, At the moment, ton
smell objects in the hand tecome freirhted with a deep emotion. It seems sc lovn
beTore another Christmad4! Then dimly in my ears, I heard Mr. Recd saying cuits
cheerfully, - "It is only seven months before the hummingbirds will be back,™

Today as I write, it is only a few weeks before the hummingbird story
of another season will begin to unroll, with its moments of comedy, its glowing
antagonisms, its little tragedies which make their tug upon the heart.

Norfork
April 8, 1942,

* * *x 000000 * * %

Groen-winged Teal Seeking Man's Prcteetion

Cn March 29, 1942, Charles Handley end I were enjoying a brief jaunt
down Strubles Creek, which flows westward from the Virginia Tech campus th'ourh o
wide, rolling valley, when we flushed four female Green-winged Teal, Ve stood
where thcy left the water and watched them fly back and forth high over our ico-dr
a numbtor of times, at leest tem, before they alighted a food distance below uc,
We had obviously started them from a choice feeding spot, to which they were woii-
inz to return. '

When we caught up with them again, they flushed and were heading
strairht down the creek when suddenly I saw a large bird, which proved to b~ r uunk
hawk, swiftly flying toward us. I watched the falcon while Charles watchccd :rz2
Toel, They sbruptly banked and sped back toward us, landing on the water ol
feet from the bank on which we were standing. The ducks apparently knew who-c Lhe s
were safe. The duck hawk veered off and was leisurely making its way over tre lis
tant woods when last seen, It had probably been attracted by the lengthy t1 o~
of the teal when they were first flushed, but when first seen it was flying (i cu-
zontally not far from the ground; if it had stooped from the heights abcve, necitl »r
of us saw it., The teal meanwhile swem slowly around a bend in the creek, and u»cn
teing flushed the third time, - flew down the creek without rising wmore than a fe-
feet atove the water.



i Ak o

Pare 42 _ THE RAVEN September~-October, 1942

This was my first positive observation of this species of hawk, but we
both had 8X binoculars and the identification is beyond doubt. The black markings
ebout the head were vcery noticeable. 4dbout a month previcusly R. J. Viatson, now an
ensisn in the navy, observed a duck hawk perched by the college lakes, rather re-
moved from the wilds usually associated with this rare fnalcon.

William B. McIntosh
V. P. 1.
Bls cksburg, Virginia,

** *x 000000000 * x *

. Aucubon Vildlife Tours
Bull's Island, Charleston, South Carclina

November 16 = Decomber 31, 1542

Due to the exigencies of the war the National Audubon Society has had
to curtail some of its ficld activities. It willhnot be possitle this season to
hold some of the 'iildlife Tours which have heen so populnr in recent years, How-
over, permission has been granted by the rovermment to conduct the Bull's Island
tours again. Bﬁll's Island, twenty-five miles north of Charleston, is a unit of
the Cape Romian National Wildlife Refugc and is a paradise for bird lovcrs,
Twenty species of ducks cen be secn in a fow minutes; many of the more scuthern
forms of bird life can pa met with; deer abound, and allipators enn usunlly be
seen. The tours are arranped in two-cday trips, for which reservations may be male
at the offices of the National fAudubon Society, 1006 Fifth Avenue, New York City,
and for which the fee is $10 per trip. The tours will again be led by Mr. Alex-

ander Sprunt of Charleston.
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HONORARY MELBER

Herold H, Bailey 820 Alhambra Circle, Coral Gahles, Fla.
T

VIOODPECKERS

March 7th (1780). Rode up to St. Asaphs (also known as Logan's Fort,
twenty miles south-east of Harrodsburg, Kentucky) from Col. Bowmans, I observed
a specics of the woodpecker which I had not met before, the Cock and the hen they
are larger than the large brown the cock had a bright red head with remarkable
large tuft of foathers on the Crown so that it may be called the Peacock Woodpecl-
er the body and wings white and bleack,

One of these birds was shot by my servant, which I took to be the hen,
the feathers on the threat and belly and part of the wing and tail a shining black,
it had nine stiff and strong feathers in the tail forked at the end} the middle
one being six inches long from wherc the foather begin the whole length being 75
inches the others on onch side shortened ih lengths Its wings ten Inches long
from the shoulder to the tip, 18 long feathers in the wing, the two first and
lonrest black the 3d tipd with white and each succeoding cne more and more till
the next to the back are white, both above and below, the front and fore part cf
the Crown black, from the junction of the upper and lower bill white feathers c¢n
gach side, leaving a triangle of bleck feathers from the Eyes end back part of
the crown which is deep red, the white feathers run brckwards as far as the white
on the wings intermixed with black so that the bird from the head so far appears
speckled, the red part of the erown appears triangular, its legs wns an inch and
a half long with four toes sot forward and back tw> each way, armed with strong
crooked claws, the two outer oncs the longest and four inches in length the bill
white end bony very strong and frim at the point shaped like a wedge each 1/@ of
an inch hroad and from that a ridge runs both‘in the upper and lower so that
each forms a triengle an inch and a quarter broed at the Junction of the upper and
lower bills, which is three inches in length, the tonguo is six inches in length.
The Iris when dead of n bright Yollow so far it differs from any of the species I
have seen, the mcchanism of its parts being as usual in birds of this kind, it
weizhed upwards of 1 1b, - Note in MS,

(In Fleming, Colnnel William, Journal of Travels in Kentucky, 1779-1780, pares
632-633, )

Ralph M. Brown
V. F. I. Library
Blacksburg, Va,

- ===0000 == = =
VATCHES HUMMING BIRD FAMILY LIFE
Gardner Bond, Jr., this spring enjoyed the unusual experience of watch-

ing a pair of humming birds raise their family, from nest buillding to maturing of
the young, amd now has the nocst as a souvenir. In a body of woods near the home
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of hi. grandmother, Mrs. K. H. Luck, in Goose Croek Valley, he discovered the
pair of midget birds building their nest in the erotch of a low-swinging limb and
mado ~lmost daily inspection of the progress of events until the two young birds
wgre =ble to leave the home roof, so to speak.

The nest, the interior of which is not ruch larger than a half dollar
in circumference, is not made of grass straw, twigs or other things customarily
used by birds for this purpose, but is composed of a soft, spongy substance, mixed
ty the birds and which clings to the limb elmost like glue. The nest built and
the tiny eggs layed, the lady of the family perched on the nest and refused tc be
frightened by the presence of the boy st times and did not even resent Bond, Sr.,
pulling down the limb to which the nest clung to get a better view. The young
were about the size of hornets a few days after they were hatched, but grew rapid-
ly and last week were old enourh to leave the nest and tend for themselves.

(From Bedford, Virginia, Newspaper).
- -=--000000=-=- -

SOME NORFOLK RIRD NOTES, 1941

Mey 31 - Mrs. Darden end Dr, Grey found a fine colony of Least Terns nesting cn
Sandy Hook. They alsc saw one Baird's Sondpiper and one Northern Phal-
aropé. On June 19 another visit was made. This time only about 35
pairs were found nesting. It was thought perhaps a severe rainstorm on
the 15th had destroycd many of the nests,

In 1940 Lt. Thomas Stewart, Virginie Beach, saw somc terns nesting on a
point of land in Lafeyettc Kiver which he reported. He did not know the
species. It was this which lead Dr. Grey and Mrs., Darden to go explor-
ing, when they found the Least Tern colony on Sandy Hook.

Mey 17 - Magnolia Warbler. Dr. Grey and Mrs. Barefield, Biological Survey Refuge.

Sept, 30 Thileddphin Vireo. Barcefield - Kced, O0ld's Woods, Rt. 615. Ve noted
the head and bill which distinctly were n t that of a warbler. This
little vireo was low in & bush. Its movements were slow and leisurcly.
It sat on a twip turrning its head and scrutinizing the under side of
the leaves. It was clear yellow on breast, paler yellow beneath tail,
no wing bars, and with a definite, though not clear white, line over cye.

Oct. 16 - Rusty Blackebirds, 5. Mrs. Barefield saw these at her bird bath.

Oct, 16 - Connecticut Warbler. Roed =~ Darden. Long Island, Diological Survey
Refuge. This warbler was among the thickets betweon the picnic grove and
the marsh. It slipped in and out of the shrubs end tanpgle., ¥We had a
geod view whon we saw it, but we lost it quickly. It had a very dirtlinct
eye ring, no wing bars, and wns palﬂ-"r¢y on the upper btroeast, laqd pale
yellow beneath. Ve failed to note the undertail coverts.

Oct. 21 = Nov. 4. During this time there was an unusual number of hed-breasted
Nuthatches and Golden=crowned Kinglets. Mrs. Anrwin and Mr. Dohie also
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sew . ~.ra Siskins, It is intoresting that News Notes from Hawk Mountain report

an .aprecedented number of Ked-breasted Nuthatches in September and October,

with both species of Kinglets swarming over the mountain on two days, and Siskins
seer svery day.

Oct, 30 - Magnolia Varbler., Barefield, Dobie. Biological Survey Refuge.
Great Horned Owl, Barefield, Dobie, Angwin, Reed.
Nov, 22 - Great Horned Owl, Seashorc State Fark, Recd.

Nove 4 = Shrike. DBarerield - Reed., I have seen the Lorgrerhead Shrike in Flori-
da, This shrike was very small; we thourht it to be this species.

Nov, 11 < Shrike, Mrs, Bareficld., She says this was definitely larger than the
one we studied November 4.

Nov. 13 = Upland Plovers, 4, Darefield - Reed, lMrs. Barefield was the first to
see these, We watched them o long time. Their call notes were musiccl
and distinet even ahbove the continuous calling of a very large flock
of killdeer. They wure in a plowed field, Rt. 615.

Nov. 28 - Bewick's Wren - Biological Survey Refuge, McIlwaine, Darden, Barefield,
Reed,

Nov, 21 - Short-eared Owl. B, S. Refuge. Reed. The creamy areas on the wings
showed beautifully, It flew from the mainland to Long Island and back
again, When crossing the water, it kept low to the surface,

Vrs., A. C. EReed
Norfolk, Virginia.

- = ==00000 == = =
A LETTER TC GARDEN CLULS
Dear Club Tresident:

In the present crisis birds have rirhtly been called "our first line of defensc",
fsor they are our most important fure of animal life since they feed upon insccts,
thet if left unmolested would devour every greon thing upon the carth. "Inscote
are 2 constant menaec to our food supply and the birds are a constant menace to
insects", Vie need our army of friendly birds in the garden for insect control,
FOR ¥FCOD WILL V7IN THE VAR,

Then, too, Dirds appeal to the intercsts and affections of all manking with
their sprightly hatits, bright colors, grace of flisht and beautiful songs. So
for toth economic end esthetic rcasons, we should, as gardeners and as good citi-
zens, do everything we can tc protect and help incroase their numbers, TPlease
appoint a Bird Chairman in your c¢lub an! agk her:

1. To give & two minute talk (or reading) at every club meeting fosteri:;
the study and love of birds, telling of their nceds as to food, nest-
- ing sites, and proteotion from useless killing (as from stray cats,
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boys with BB puns, self-hunting, bird dogs, and many other needless ways).

2, To be responsible for at least two programs at the local schools each
year (first contacting Principal and teachers) with a speaker on Birds
ohd prites for the best essays on Birds end prizes for the best Bird
houses (these prizes could be presented as a nice finish to the prorrams).

34 To organize a Junior Bird Club in the town. (Please ask for information.)

4, To organize es many Junior Audubon Clubs at the schools as possibley
(1111 ve plad to pive het informaticn along this 1ine? also.)

5; To cosoporate with locel Garden Ciub Program Chairman in giving a pro-
gram to the Garden Club and a publid program if possiblei The Garden
Clubs wield a great influence in their communities end should always
set the good example, '

6 To urge members to plant berry-bearing shrubs, trees; and vines for the
Birds, Every garden can be e Bird Sanctuary.

T To urge members (and all women) not to forget the campaign to prohibit
the use of wild bird plumage on millincry. DON'T WEAR FEATHERS.

Enclosed are partial lists of berry-bearing trees, shrubs, and vines, and o list
of Bird Senctuaries in Virpinia that clubs may visit to study bird life. There
is also & list of speekers who may be evailable to your club,

Please send mo the name of your Lird Chairmen, and ask her to write me for any
informetion she may want on this sutject or. for ideas on supplying food, water,
and nesting material for birds; for programs for Garden Clubs and schools; for
orpanizing Junior Audubon Clubsj for lists of Bird Books and pamphlets; for con-
tests for Bird houses, or for any problems she may have.

I have a screpbock folder of articles and pictures I will be glad to lend her to
te returned in six days, This contains good progrem material,

May this be a year of many Birds in your Garden,

Sincerely yours,

S/ Evie Key

Mrs. J. Frank Koy, Bauna Vista, Va,
Chairman, Committee on Birds
Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs.

(This letter, which was mailed to all Presidents of Clubs belonging to the Virgine-
ia Federation of Garden Clubs, is an example of the fine work being done by Mrs.
Key, who is an active member of the V, S, O, Editor)

5 88 5 5 (DU QAR o
Bounties on Hawks Still Paid in Some Virginia Counties
According to informetion secured by Mrs. J. Frank Key from the Virginia

Commission of Game and Inlend Fisheries, at least sixtecen Virginia Counties are

&,
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still »aying bounties on hawks. Here arc the Counties:

Alleghany Buckinghanm Loudon Shenandoah
Appemattox Fauquier Northumberland Stafford
Auruste Glcucester Orange Warren

Eath Halifax Richmond Westmoreland

It is hoped thet V. S. O; members living in these counties will use their influ-
ence snd orgenize their friends te put a stop to this harmful, foolish and westo-
ful practice. Scientific research has shown that harm rather than pocd is done
to geme birds by this practice. The hunter-sponsored quail investigation in
south Georpgia by Stoddard has indiceted this. [lut even if it were true ih~2% the
mejority of hawks were harmful instead of teinr beneficial, the bounty system is
the posrest and most wasteful method of controlling them. Dounties are naid .ot
only on harmful hawks, not only on hawks in general, but on any bird scalp tha%
may be brought in. The clerks who have to pay thc bounties in most casers know
little or nothing atout hawks. It has been shown that in some cases bountics
heve been paid on chicken heads. Other types of fraud are easily perpstrated.
one of the counties, which still pays the bounty, it was shown at one tire that
hounties were paid over and over again on the seme hawk sealps. Even sportsmen
should join to stop this sbsurb practice.

In

Jo J. Murray
*«==«=«00000-+ =~ =

"The Ivory-Billed Woodpecker"

A Review

Five years ago the Naticnal Audubon Society made provision for a number
of research fellcwships in animal ecology to desl with problems that had a speeial
bearing on conservetion, So far studies have been mace of the Ivory-billed Viood-
peckor, the Roseato Spoonbill, the Desert DBig~-horn Shecep, and the California Con-
cdory and at yresent a study of tick-deer relationships in Southern Florida is in
process., To make the results of these studies nvailable the National Audubon So-
ciety has now initiated a series of Resecrch Reports. Neaturally enough, the first
research assignment made and the first report to te published deal with the Ivcry-
killed Woodpecker, the rarest of all Nerth Ameriean birds. Research Report lo. 1,
with the title noted above, by James T, Tanner, was released in October. It ic a
book in paper covers of 107 large octavo pares, printed in two columns, with »
colored frontispiece by Georpe M. Sutton of a pair of the handsome woodpeckevs, anl
with many photographs, drewinss and maps. The price is $2.50. This report will te
followed shortly by a similar book by Robert P. Allen on the Rosente Spoonliill,

To this reviewer the most interesting type of ornithological literaturc
is the monographie account of a single species. This kind of study is cven more np-
pealing when it deals with & bird like the Ivory<™ill, which is not only striving
in arpearance and unusual in hatits, but which is now on the verpge of extinctica.
That makes this book a document in front-line conservation. Mr. Tanner has done a
splendid piece of work. His backsround is that of a therough training in labore
tory and field ornitholory at Cornell. Vhile doing this wo: he has had the «d-
vantoage of the constant supervisicn and help of Dr. dArthur 4. Allen. Tur ikree
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yomrs, 1937-1939, he made sn intensive study of the bird in all parts of the terri-
tciy »w@re it formerly occurred and might now possibly still exist, having had in
comsemence more experience in the field with this btird than any naturalist has
evor been privilesed to have., With no effort at fine writing he has given us . in
his beok s plain, scientific account of all the known facts about this bird and a
convinzing study of the factors that brought atout its decline in numbers and that

mizht De used to' restore. it. I note one minor error qf_typocraphy, where in the
first iine, second column, pere 74, the date should bonua{chil,‘;93§; instead of
March 3, il ; din 1*”_

. Mr, Tanner dascrlbes the orisinal and the nresent much-shrnnkan ronge of
thls species, and discusses the causes back of its disappearanc: over so much of
that range, the chief of which was the destruction of the primeval type of forest
necessary to maintain its food suprly. He rather definitely doubts the importance
of other factors, such as shooting (except as scientific eclletinu cauaed local re-
duction or disapponrance of the bird), predators, inter~breeding, ‘or ony unexplair-
ed ond unproven weakening of the tiological stamina of the total stock. He does
recognize that at the present low state of the species even a little shooting bty
hunters or collecting by scientists mipht extirpate it. He descridbes the typical
hebitats of the bird, and its feedinr, habits; and tells the. story, 8o far as it
is known, of the courtship, breeding, and care of the younrs There are paps in
this record, of course; and much that is told is based .on the study of a few pairs
onLyg There is not room here to re-tell the story. Anyonec. who is: 1nterestua in

birds and in. wild Ameriaa will want to read it in ﬁ;ll.: ' ;

While the National Audubon Society was interested 1n produoing e good
piece of life history research that would bring to light all possible information
about the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, its chief concern was the possibility of saving
this notle bird for future generations of Americams. The took comes tack apgain
and again to this point, The problem of conservation as it concerns this rarti-
cular species conters around the fact that its feeding hatits ere pipidly select~
ive, The Ivory-bill feeds mainly on the types of borers (larvae of Buprestid and
Cerambycid beetles) which live “etween the bark and sap wood of dead trees and
which are present only for the brief period (of avout two years) when the dead
bark still elinps tipghtly to the wood, This means that the Lird requires a terri-
tory where numbers of trees are constently cdying, whieh in turn means a stand of
virgin or near-virgin timber, The minimum area required to support a peir of
Ivory~bills runs from two and n half to three square miles. Practically the one
hope, according to the author, of preserving the bird lies in securing a sanctuary
area of considerable size; but, if thet cen be realized, he is very hopeful of
success, Since this type of timher is very valusble, the cost. of securing such
an area.is great; but it is likely that by wise lumbering the trect might be made
in part to pay for itself, The test area for such a purpose would be the Singfer
Tract in Louisiana, where there are more birds known then anywhore else and whore
most of Mr. Tenner's work was done, The next best would seem to be the Eig Cyrrc:s
County in southwest Florida. Such a sanctuary would not only probably save the
Ivory-billed Woodpecker for the future, but would also be for all posterity a mag-
nificent sample of an original,Southern wilderness area, and would at the same
time be a retreat for other endangered animals of the wilds, such as the bear,
panthar and alligator. -

b5 J. Murray,, ]
Lexington, Ve,
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