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Merriam Garretson Lewils
1893 - 1941
In Memoriam

The opening days of 1941 brought sad news to the members of the
Virginia Society of Ornithology. On Sunday afternoon, January 5,
Merriam Garretson Lewls was stricken with a heart attack and died
within a few minutes., In addition to the members of his family, to
whom our deep sympathy goes out, he leaves a host of friends who will
miss him sorely. All of the V. S. O. members were his friends and
most of them knew him intimately and affectionately as "M. G.". This
is the first break within the official group in the V. S. O, since
its organization.

When Prof. Ruskin Freer conceived the idea of organizing a group
of birds students in Virginia, M. G. Lewis was one of the first men to
be called into consultation by him, Lewis made the first talk at the
organization meeting at Lynchburg, on December 7, 1929, Frcm that day
he has been active in the work of the society giving freely both of his
thought and time. He was made a member of the Executive Committee the
first year and has served on that committee every year since, During
1938 and 1939 he was President., He made frecuent contributions to
The Raven, his latest contribution and his last speclal interest being
connected with the birds of the neglected Patrick-Franklin-Henry County
area, His best contribution always to the society was hies unfalling
loyalty to all its work and his abounding friendliness at all 1ts meetings

After serving as County Farm Agent first in Scott County and then
for twelve years in Rockbridge County, Lewis took up similar duties in
Roanoke County on July 1, 19%22. Wherever he lived he was active in
church, civic, and welfare affairs, His interests were many. He was
chairman of a Salem Boy Scout Troop Committee, member of American
Legion Post 19, of the Grange, the Wildlife Federation, and past
president of the Appalachian Trail Club,

1.
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Born in 1893, he was forty-seven at the time of his death. He received
his education at Berea Academy in Kentucky and at the University of Kentucky.
During the World War he served at Camp Lee, being discharged ir Ncvember, 1918,
es Sccond Lisutenant. Surviving him are Mrs. Gertrude B. Lewis; three children,
Dorothy, Florence and Markham, the latter a student at the University of Virgin-
ia; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lewis, of Triplet, Virginia; 2 sister and
two brothers. PFuneral services were held by his: pastor, Dr. Leroy Greshan. and
the writer, his former pastor, at the Presbyterian Church of Salem at 4:00 P.

M. on Tuesday, January 7. In the throng of frieads who gathered to honor o lifs
sc well used and mourn a death so untimely were many of his associates of the V.
S. 0., which was so close to his heart. '

J. J, Murray,
Lexington, Virginia.

-l D DR -

The Season (1940C) at Blacksburg
Montgomery County, Virginia

The first two months of the year were very cold, with snow falling cays
at & time, and the lakes frozen over during most of the period., Therefore, it
was gquite natural that few birds would be seen at this season. However, two Barn
Owls were picked up dead near Blacksburg, one on January 26, and the other ox
liarch 27. Near the ond of this cold spell ducks were abundant and 94 Canade Gecse
were seen on March 8, and 125 on the Sth.

As the weather became warmer there were several heavy rains, and it was
after such o rain on April 12, that a large flock of gulls congregated in a fresh-
ly plowed field near Blacksburg. There were 14 Ring-billed Gulls, and seven
Bonaparte's and one Herring in the flock. A Double-crested Cornorant was semn
along New River on April 28.

In May the nigration of small birds went into high gear and a list of

97 species was made on May 5. On may 8, a Duck Hawk was secen on May 9, White-
eyed Vireos were abundant, east of Blacksburg. On the 10th the largest single
TIight of warblers of the spring was observed, Keutucky, Mourning, and Tennessee
Warblers as well as Red-breasted Nuthatches were seen.  Cerulean Warblers were
seen on April 29, and May 5, and a Prairie-horned Lark nest containing & egcs
was discovered on May 13. From May 27-29, as the last of the Warblers were pass-
ing thru, Mourning Warblers in full song were observed daily.

On May 27, the Black Rails arrived and were seen in increasing numbers
up until about the 5th of June. About this time they became increasingly hard
to flush, indicating nesting. The last birds were flushed on June 14, and by
this time the marsh plants had grown so thick that it required the service of a
dog to flush the rails. During the period of observation there were 4 or more
pairs of Black Rails in two of the larger marshes near Blacksburg. During
this same period the nests of 4 Virginia Rails were located in three different
. marshes, and from June 12-14 an .merican Bittern was heard "pumping" in a marsh
south of Blaecksburg, but close observation failed to disclose either the bittern
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cr a nest, An American Bittern was collected on April 19,

During June and July little time was spent at Blacksburg and consequent-
ly few interesting observations were made. However; during this time there was o
non-breeding female Baldpate on the College lake continuously, and one American L-
gret was seen on July 29. : il

e s

As herons of all species were rare this year, I was surprised to see 2
Little-blue Herons on August 4, the first I have scen hcre since 1936,

From August 6, to September 6, there were large concentrations of I1iff.
Eank, Rough-winged, and Barn Swallows about the College lakes. Tree Swallcws wers
were present from dugust 9, to October 3. ; :

The passing of the hurricane on August 10, brecught heavy rains which
continued for nmore than a weck, During this period the low areas along Strouble's
Creek were continually flooded. About these small pools, lerge numbers of shore
birds gathered from August 14 - 17. On August 14, 41 Pectoral Sandpipers and 30
Semipalnated Sandpipers were scen. Forty Lesser Yecllow-lcgs werc scen on the 15th,
and small numbers of-Least Sandpipers occurred throughout the period. Five Vest-
ern Sandpipers were present from the 14th to the 17th and one was collected on che
16th. ' Three Dowichers werce present from August 16-19, and Upland Plovers werc
present until August 17. Wilson's Snipes oppeared on August 14, ond Bobolinks on
August 17, Both of these wore abnornally carly. ' :

The fall migration of warblers was large and Connecticut Werblers were
secn on September & and 6th, a Kentucky Warbler on the 6th- and iHourning -Warblers
on September 17. All species of hawls were rare this fall, with the Sparrow
Hawk almost totelly ebsent. A Duck Hawk was seen on Septenber 12, and & Pigecn
Fawk on October 18, A Vhite-cyed Vireo was seen on September 28, and o Philadel-
pnia Vireo on October 5, with the last of the migrating warblers. Only one Short-
billed Harsh Wren was scen this fall, that on Octuber 1. ' g

Just as in the spring the ducks were more numerous than usual in the
fall, with most species erriving early. The Shoveller on September 11, and the
Wood Duck on the 23rd, Seven Shovellers were present for several weeks and a
flock of four was still on the 1ake  on December 27, when this paper was written,
In the past two years the Wood Duck has showed a remarkable increase in Montgom-
ery County. Up until 1939 it had been recorded only three times. Since then it
has become so numerous as to cause no surprise vhen seen. In flocks as large as’
25 and 30, it was seen from April 8-21, in the spring and from Septenber 23, -
December 23, in the fall of this year, A female Americen Mcrganscr was scen on
November 26, the first for the county. One Greater Yellow-Ic3s was scen on Nov-
ember 20, o rather late date for this species. The bird-had a erippled leg.

During the fall Lincoln's Sparrows were much more numerous than usual,
being present from September- 26 - Octobor 20. Three were banded on the latter
cate.. On October 12, 6 were seen in one small briar patch, .

The most interesting record of the whole year was in the form of an
adult male Gambel's Sparrcw, the first for Virginia. This subspecies of the
White-crowned Sparrow was caught in a bird banding trap on November 16, during
the first snow of the season. It seems likely that it may have been driven east
by the blizzard that was raging across the western states ot the time.
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The mild weather of December held over a number of small birds which are
ordinarily not present at this season. Bewick's ¥irens end Western Palm Verblers
were seen on Deocember 12, and 23rd, two of geach on the latter daote. Two Myrtle
Viarblers were alsv seen on December 22, and 23rd. Two kuby-crowned Kinglets were
seen at widely separated points on Stroubles Creek and Brush Hountain or December
23,

gharlgs H@ndlpy, Jdr,
- ==-= 000 - ==~ =~
Five New Birds from Mongomery Coupty
Virginia
€ American Mergenser - A female stopped on the larger of the V. P. I. can~

pus lekes for a few minutes on November 26, 1940. She was very wild and a passing
car soon frightened her away.

8 Western Sandpiper - Following the hurricane weather of August 10, 1940,
many sandpipers gathered along the flooded areas bordering Stroubles Creek. Among
these were five Western Sandpipers. They were readily distinguishable from the
accompanying Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers by their noticeably longer, cdown-
curved bills and darker breasts. A specimen of this specics was collected on
August 16.

3 Loggerhead Shrike - A spceimen of this species was collected near Blacls-
burg by C. E, Addy on December 24, 1939,

A

4. Kentucky Warbler - One bright male was notod in the whitothorne bLushes
near the larger of the V. P. I. campus ponds on iay 10, 1940, and another on the
College farm on September 6, 1940,

518 Gambel's Sparrow - On Hovember 16, 1940, during the period that a scvere
blizzard swept the Wostern States, a Gambel's Sparrow entered onc of the bird band-
ing traps being operated on the V. P. I. farm. he bird, can adult male in execllont

plunmage, was kept as a speccimen and placcd in the V. P. I. collection. Since com-
ing to Blacksburg in 1935, I have tanded 253 White-crowned Sparrows, but not un-
til this fall have I cxamincd cach bird carcfully in hope of finding this westcern
subspocios. Of tho 89 Whitc-crowas tanded this fall, this bird was the only onc
reccognized as being the Gambel's Sparrow. This observation constitutes the first
record for the occurrance of the Gambel's Sparrow in Virginia and the second for
the Atlantic Scaboard States, the cther being South Carclina.

With thesc five additions and the five (Bluo Grosbeak, Gray-checked
Thrush, Blue-winged %Warbler, Lapland Longspur, and Hudsonian Curlcw), mentioned
by Mr. Ralph Brown in the August-September 1940 issue of The Raven , the number
of birds recorded for lMontgomery County has becn increased to 241 species.

Charles Handley, dJr.



Page 5 THE RAVEN ' Jarnuary = 1941

Thistling Swan in Giles County

Giles County - November 13, 1940, while ®ssisting with tho elk hunt in
the Giles-Bland Elk Range, I arrived at the Shuler Ramsey Farm on Dismel Creek at
about 7:30 A. M. A few nminutes later 30 wild ducks of an unidentified species
were seen at a distance flying just under the densc for, which hung low over the
mountain tops. Shortly afterwards a flock of 4 Wh15t11n5 Swans flying in singlc
file, passed directly over head at an olgvztloq of not more than 300 fevet. One
clear call was hecard as the birds approached me and in a moment thoy had disappear-
cd into the fog. DBoth the ducks and the swans were flying in o southeasterly di-
rection. The swans were also observed by Roy K. liood, a gsraduacte student in wild-
life at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, and several gome wardens. To see water-
fowl while on an elk hunt in the largest mountain wilderness tract yet remaining
in Virginia may scem rather out of place, however, it will be recalled that a great
blizzard was raging over the northcontral states at the time.

This observation constitutes the second occurrence of the Whistling Swan
in Southwest Virginia, the cther being a crippled bird which took up its abode at
o mill pond in Vythe County and reported in the Raven, Vol. VIII, p. 6, January
1937. C. 0. Handley.

ke OB e
THE CHRISTMAS CENSUS

Norfolk, Va. (Little Creek, Hunchback Road, Little Creeck Lake by city
airport and city waterworks, Lynnhaven Inlet, White Pond in Seashore State Park).
Dec. 27; 8:25 A. M, to 5:15 P. M. Fogs visibility never more then 3 mile, most
of the time less; drizzle part of morning, rain at 4:30 P. M.; wind light, north-
east; temp. 53° at start, 51° at return. ODServers together; about 10 miles on
foot, 25 miles in car bctwaen points mentioned, ¥ mile in rowboat to sand bars in
Lynnhaven Inlet. Horned Grebe, 1; Piled-billed Grebe, 11; Great Blue Heron, 4;
Americen Bittern, 1l; Mallard, 8; Black Duck, 55; Baldpate, 18; Green-winged Teal, 1;
Ring-necked Duck, 44; Lesser Scaup, 30; Vhite-winged Scoter, 1; Red-breasted Mergan-
ser, 350 (est); Bald Eagle, 3; Sparrow Hawk, l; Coot, 1; Sanderling,5; Herring
Gull, 101; Ring-billed Gull, 31; Bonaparte!s Gull, 1; Kingfisher, 2; Flicker, 7;
Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Red-bellied Yoodpecker, 23 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1;
Hairy Vioodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 2; Crow, 35; Fish Crow, 3; Chickadee, 5;
Tufted Titmouse, 6; Whito-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown-headed Nuthateh, 2; Brown
Crceper, 2; Carolina Vren, 8; lMockingbird, 3; Bluebird, 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet,
8; Pipit, 75 (est.); Starling, 3; Myrtle VWarbler, 500 (est.) Pine Varbler, 3;
English Sparrow, 15; Meadowlard, 4£; Red-wing, 30; Cardinal, 63 Goldfinch, 1; Tow-
hee, 13; Junco, 3; Field Sparrqw, 23 Vihite-throated Sparrow, 7; Fox Sperrow, 5;
Swamp Sparrow, 6; Song Sparrow, 8, Total, 53 speeics; 1438 (est.) individuals.

Mrs. Colgate ¥W. Darden, Jr., Mrs. Louis R. Lester, and Mrs. A. C. Reed.

Seward PForest, in southeastern Brunswicl Caunty, Virginia. Through farm
end pasture lands to Rattlesnake Creck; along creck in bocch-oax-holly woods to
Wrightt's Bridge; through pine woods to "Devil's Swamp".. In afternoon, 43 miles
by auto to Quarrels Creek near Simms old mill, then on foot through mixed woods,
cotton and tobacco fields. Dec. 23, 7:15 A. M. to £:30 P. M., with one hour out
for lunch and rest. About 7 miles on foot, 9 by auto. T¥eather: clcar all day,
light north wind in P, M, Temp. at start 27°, noon temp. 48°, Observer alone.
(Territory covered conparat1ve3y new to observer having formerly reported from
Anmelia, Virginia.)
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Turkey Vulture, 3; Vicodecock, 1; Sereech Owl,-1; Great Horned Owl, 1;
Flicker, 4; Pileated Vicodpecker, 1; Red-bellicd 'oodpecker, 1; Yell)w-helliod
Sapsucker, 2; Hairy Vodpscker, &; Downy Voodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 89;
Carolina Chickodee, 4&; Tufted Titmouse, 5; Brown Cresper, l; Yiinter Viren, 4; Caro-
lina Yren, 3 "oc?lnbblrd 4; Hermit Thrush 12; Bluebird, 8; Golden-crowned King-
let, 12; Logperhead Shrike, 2; Myrtle Warbler, 4; Meadowlark, 41; Cardinal, 5;
Savannah Sparrow, 6; Slate-colored Junco, 48; Ficld Sparrow, 6; Vihite-throated
Sparrow, 9; Song Sparrow, 18. Species, 30; individuals, 309. Black Vulture,
Bob-white, Wild Turkey, Killdeer, Brown-headed Nuthatch, Purple Finch, Goldfinch,
and Fox Sparrow had all been seen in the last few days.

Strange as it seoens, in more than three months residence here, I have
not seen an English Sparrow or Starling in the area covered.

John B..Lewis

--'-ooo---

Richnond, Va, (Area around Byrd Park lakes in city, then clong Route 10,
to Brookbury Farm near Chesterfield Court House. The latter area of open fields,
pine woods, and swamp lands coverced thoroughlys) Dﬂccﬂuer 243 7:30 A. My to 3:00
P. M. Clear with light northeast winde Temp. 26°at start, 50° maximum. Two
observers, in groups as follows: Party one, 3 hours alone; Party twe, together
five hours. Total miles afoot, four miles; by autoriobile (used only to get to
observation areas) 20 miles. I x1lard, 28; Baldpate, 15; Ring-necked Duck, 126;
Lesser Scaup, 1ll; Turkey Vulture, l; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Red-bellied Luoduecxer, 43
Red-headed Woodpecker, 2; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, l; Hairy Vicodpecker, 1; Dovny-
Woodpecker, 4; DBlue Jay, 2; Crow, 4; Chickadee, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 6; White-
breasted Futhatch, 3; Carolina Uren, 3; Mockingbird, 3; Dluebird, 7; Golden-crowned
Kinglet, 7; Shrike, 1; Starling, 45; English Sparrow, 7; Meadowlark, 153 Cardinal,
4; Purple Finch, 18; Goldfinch, 1; Junco, 70; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 18; Song
Sparrow, 8. Total, 30 species; 419 individuals.---Henry Hoare, Jomes R. Sydnor,

SUPCPNE  F . PR

Orange, Va. (open fields, woodlands, river bank) - Dec. 28; 9 A. M. to
3:45 P. M., with 45 minutes out for lunch. Very cloudy, drizzling rain much of
the day. A very bad day for observing; no wind; Temp. 50°; Observers together.
About 11 nmiles afoot, 13 miles by care. Turkey Vulture, 8; Rlack Vulture, 5;
Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Mourning Dove, approximately 30; Hairy Wood-
pecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Rod—headcd Voodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Voodpecker,
9; Flicker, 1; Blue Jay, 30; .Crow, 16; Carolina Chickadce, 8; Tufted Titmouse, 1;
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; RBrowm Creeper, 2; Mockingbird, 7; Bluebird, 2; Golden-
crowned Kinglet, 33 Shrike, 13 Starling, 75 (Lst )3 Myrtle Wartlbr, 23 Paln Yarbler,
1l; Meadowlark, 18; qualndl 8 English Sparrow, 20; fmerican Goldfiach, 1; Slate-
colored Junco, 100 (est.); Flelu Sparrow, 17; Song Sparrow, 10. Total, 30 species;
383 individuals. The Palm \Jartler may possibly have been a Yellow Palﬂ Varbler, as
the light was poor, but I think not. C. Emerson Smith and Willian B, ‘Vard.

SR T

Lynchburs, Va. (fields, woods, low ground around Timber Lake, College
Loke, Temshawk Swamp). Dec. 23; 7:20 A. Ms - 12 Me,1 - 3:45 P. M. Clear; gronns
bare; no wind; temp. 29° at start, 55° at end. Soven observers in 3 purtlcs in A,
M., 2 parties in P. M. Total party hours afield, lug (13 3/4 on foot, 1% in car);
total party miles, 29 (18 on foot, 11 in car). Mallard, 2; Rln&-necked Duck, 5;
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Lesser Scaup, 8, Turkey Vulture, 11; Black Vulture, 8; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Bob-white,
93 Mourning Dove, 13; Kingfisher, 3; Flicker, 3; TFileated Vocdpecker, 2; Red-
bellied Wocdpecker, 2; Red-headed Vioodpscker, 3; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1;

Heiry Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 7; Blue Jay, 22; Crow, 549 (partly ost.);
Chickadees, 40; Tufted Titmouse, 35; Vhite-breasted Nuthatech, 8; Red-breasted Nut-
hatch, 5; Drown Creeper, 3; Winter Wren, 1l; Cerolina ¥ren, 16; Mockingbird, 2;
Robin, 1; Bluebird, 38; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 27; Sterling, 53; English Sparrow,
38; Meadowlark, 1; Cardinal, 35; Purple Finch, 1£; Goldfinch, 62; Towhee, 1; Junco,
386; Tree Sparrow, 8; Field Sparrow, 51; White-throated Sparrow, 7<4; Fox Sperrow,

1; Swanmp Sparrow, 1l; Song Sparrow, 71. Total, 43 species; 1623 individuals. --
Lynchburg Chapter, Virginia Society of Ornithology (Edward Calvert, Ruskin S. Freer,
Kenneth Lawless, Billy McIntosh, Kingsley Stgvens, Mr., and Mrs. J. W. Wiltshire,Jr,)

-==0000=-~-

Jarrisonburg, Va. (Watermon's Wood to Tide Spring and return, diameter
13 miles; farmland, pine-cedar, oak, and oak=-cedar woodlots, one with shallow
stream; 21 miles by auto, 8% miles on foot)s Doe. 24; 8:45 A. M. to 3:30 P. I
Clear entire day with few cirrus clouds in cast at sunrise; %+ inch covering of
ice over pools and ponds; brish south wind; temp. 33° at start, 48° at noon, 52°
at rebturn. Four observers working together. Turkey Vulture, 30; Red-tailed Hawlz,
1; Spoarrow Hawk, 1; Bob-white, 10 (one covey); Downy Woodpecker, 1; Blue Jay, 2;
Crow, 587; Tufted Titmouse, 33 ¥White-breasted Nuthateh, 2; Winter Wren, 1; Carolin-
a Wren, 1; Bluebird, 4; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3; Starling, 56; Myrtle Warbler, 18;
English Sparrow, 55; Cardinal, 10; Junco, 50; Tree Sparrow, 8; Song Sparrow, 1l.
Total, 20 species, 844 individuals. = D. Ralph Hostetter, Mrs. D. Ralph Hostetter,
Kathryn E, Hostetter, Elizabeth L. Hostetter.

“-= 000~~~

Lexington, Virginia. (Edge of town on Honeysuckle Hill, Andersons lieadows,
and Woods Croek; thence by car to White Rock Mountain side, by Dale Mountain side,
and back home.) Edge of twon from 10:00 to 12:00 A, M. Hountain territory from
1:00 to 5:30 P. M. BEight miles on foot and ten in a car; 63 man and car hours.
Observers: one man and one setter. Yeather: Heavy fog with occasional mists and
showers all day, no wind. Temperature: Warm - from 50° to 60° all day. Turkey
Vulture, 3; Sparrow Hawk, 13 Ruffed Grouse, 5; Mourning Dove, 2; Great Horned Owl,
l; Kingfisher, 1; Flicker, 2; Pileated Woodpecker, 4; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Horned
Lark, 17; Blue Joy, 2; Raven, 3; (heard two of them) Crow, 33; Carolina Chickades,
6; Tufted Titmwuse, &; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Winter liren, 1; Carolina Viren,
3; Robins, 200 (one flock eating dogwood berries); Hermit Thrush, 2; Cedar Waxwing,
16; Starlings, 24; House Sparrows, 27; leadow Lark, 6; Cardinal, 2; Goldfinch, 2;
Junco, 56; Tree Sparrow, 5; White-throated Sparrow, 7; Song Sparrow, 3. Total,

30 species, 442 individuals. Robert F. Carroll.

- ==000« = =~
Salem, Va. Our Christmas census from the Roanoke Area this time scoms
50 incomplcte that it is not being sent to Bird Lore. Although it represents
practicelly a full day which seemed almost ideal as far as weather conditions are
concerned birds secmed unusually scarce throughout the territory covered by the
four observers. I am inclined, at this point, to speculate a little on the reasons,
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The day was unusually warnm and followed nearly a week of bright, clear, sunny deys.
Most kinds of food are plentiful this fall. Perhaps birds of most kinds were by
this timec so completely well fed, and might we say lazy, that they were very inacts
ive and stayed largely out of sight.

M. G. Lewis,
Salem, Virginia.

S

Salem, Va. (Romoke to Hollins to Salem by way of Peterscreek; along
Roanocke River from Threc niles east of Salem to ten miles west including open and
wooded country, and hill lands back from the river). Dec. 22; 7:00 A. M. to 4:00.
P, M. Clear, light west wind, temperature minimum 38° and moaximum 47°, Quservers
in two groups, two together. About 10 miles on foot, remainder by auto. Turkey
Vulture, 8; Bob-white, 10; Killdeer, 7; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Kingfisher, 1; Flicker,
2; Dowmy Vicodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 30; Chickadee, 5; Tufted Titmouse, 2;
White-breasted Muthatch, 1; Carolina VWren, 4; Mockingbird, &3 Hermit Thrush, 1;
Bluebird, 4; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 8; Cedar Waxwing, 12; Shrike, 2; Starling, 50;
English Sparrow, 30; Cardinal, 11; Eastern Goldfinch, 5; Junco, 45; Tree Sparrow,
2; Field Sparrow, 3; White-crowned Sparrow, 14; VWhite-~throated sSparrow, 1; Song
Sparrow, 14; Total 29 species, 285 individuals. Mr. & Mrs. A. O. English, M. G.
Lewis, Mrs. Elsie W. Garst. :

i DO -

Blacksburg, Montgomery Ccunty, Va. (V. F. I. campus and farm, along
Strouble's Creek, Tom's Creek, New River (8 miles), and Brush Mountain, within 15
mile diameter.) Dec. 23; 6:00 A. M. to 6:00 P. M. Ground bare; no wind except
slight brecze at mid-day; temp. 28° at start, 34° at Pinish., Twelve observers work-
ing in 5 groups except for short periods. Total party hours afield, 61 (44 afoot,
8 by car); total party miles, 118 (53afoct, 65 by car). Mallard, 9; Red-legged
Black Duck, 2; Cormon Elack Duck, 563 Gadwall, 3; Baldpate, 6; Pintail, 2; Green-
winged Teal, 10; Shoveller, 4; Ring-necked Duck, 5; Wood Duck, 1; Hooded Merganser,
20; Turkey Vulture, 99; Black Vulture, 16; Cooper's Hawk, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 5;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 3; liarsh Hawk, 3; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Ruffed Grouse, 1l; Bob-white,
49 (7 coveys, alsc 2 additional coveys were heard whistling at daybreak); Killdeer,

3 Viilson's Snipe, 5; Rock Dove (mocstly feral), -37; lMourning Dove, 128; Screech
Owl, 1; Great Horned Owl, 3 (heard before deybreok); Barred Owl, 1; Belted King-
fisher, 4; Flicker, 22; Pileated Voodpecker, 4; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 4:; Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, 5; Downy Vioodpecker, 16; Prairie Horned
Lark, 8; Dlue Jay, 9; Northern Raven, 1l; Crow, 217; Carolina Qhickadee, 83; Tufted
Titmouse, 42; White-breasted Huthatch, 33; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 8; Brown Creeper,
4; Winter Wren, 15; Bewick's Vren, 2; Carolina Viren, 7; Mockingbird, 9; Robin, 8;
Hermit Thrush, 2; Bluebird, 46; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 49; Ruby~crowned Kinglet,

2 (1 each by MeInteer and Watson, C, 0. Handley, Jr. and Wood with 6X and 8X bino-
culars); Cedar Waxwing, 1; Migrant Shrike, 1; Starling, 420; Palm Warbler, 2;
Myrtle VWarbler, 3; English Sparrow, 97; Meadowlark, 127; Red-winged Blackbirds, 23;
Rusty Blackbird, 12; Grackle, 1l; Cardinal, 61; Pine Siskin, 3; Goldfinch, 99;
Slate-colored Junco, 708; Treec Sparrow, 87; Field Sparrow, 88; White-crowned spar-
row, 14; %White-throated Sparrow, 6; Swamp Sparrow, §; Song Sparrow, 217, Total,

72 specics; 3098 individuals., -- WNr, and Mrs. Roy Vood, Mr., and Mrs., Leonard
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Llewellyn, C. B. iddy, C. Henderson, C. F. De La Darre, A. B. Massey, J. F. McIntecr,
Jre., R« J. Vatson, C. O, Handley, Jr. and C. 0. Handley.

i GAD -

Mountain Lake, Giles County, Virginia (Little Stony Creek Valley, from
Bou Fields on Bij Mountain (elevation 4100 feet) to beaver pond on Hoge farm (eleva-
tion 3100 feet), Dec. 27; 8:00 A. M. to 2:30 P, M. Heavy fog from 8:;00 to 12:00,
noon, with visibility less than 100 feet; intermittont rain remainder of period;
strong southeast wind; temp. 46° at start, 54° at finish. Two observers working
together. Total hours afield, 6%; total miles 16 (6 afoot, 10 by car). Ruffed
Grouse, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Northern Raven, 2; Vhite-throated Sparrow, 1 (wints--
ing at a small buckwheat field on Fig Mountain at about 4000 feet elevation; also
obscrved at the same point on Dec. 21); Carolina Junco, 73; Whitc-breasted Nuthatch,
2. Total 5 species, 82 individuals. -- C. O. Handley, Jr. and C, O. Handley.
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STUMPY LAKE

Stunpy Lake lies parnllel to Indian River Road, and is about 7%-nilcs from
Compostella Bridge, HWerfolk, Virginia. I first visited 'Stunpy' July 3, 1938, then
not again until Februcry 1, 1940, at vhich date most of the ponds around Norfoll:

were frozen over. Stunmpy, however, remained open in the center and there was « con-
siderable congregotion of ducks there, includinz 2,000 pintails. Since then the
following trips, which form the besis of this article, have been made;-- in 1940:
Feb. 29, March 7, 17, 26; Uay 26; July 14; Oct. 3; and in 1941l: Jan. 9; Feb, 7,18:
March 13. The extent of walking about Stumpy done on cach trip has probably amount-
ed to from 2 to 4 miles. However, each time we have driven down the loke on Indian
River Road and around on what is locally called the 'Elbow Rond!. There are no re-
cords for April, Junc, August or September. The only swmer records, therefore, are
July 3, 1938, ond July 14, 1940. Conseguently there is little material about brecd-
ing birds, and this article is offercd for whatever it may be worth. Others who
have helped on the trips at times are: Mrs. Charles Barefield, Mrs. Colgate Darden,
Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Jos. E. Gould, lrs, Louis Lestcr, and Mrs. St. Julion Marshall.

So much building is going up about Norfolk that many good 'birding' places
are discppearing. The character of Stumpy will likewise probably be changed for the
Government has almost completed an aqueduct fron Stumpy Lake to Fort Story. When
this gocs into use, water will be stoadily drawn from Stuapy and if we have a dry
surmicr, I am told the lake will nost likely become a nmeadow of tall grooen grass,

The lakce is an interesting pieec of water inasmuch as it is due entirely
to rain water. It conteins no springs. After a heavy rainfell, it rises rapidly.
When full, about 300 acres are under watcr. It is nover more than 7 feet decp in the
dcepest part., It rcceives drainage of water from an area about 14 square miles in
extent. Therc are four lead ditches which hobh to expedite the flow of water into it.

At the lower ond of Stumpy is a spillway and here the rond makes nn clbow
turn passing the lake below the spillvay. This part of the road te *the next highvay
is called the Elbow Road. On the other side of this road is swampy bottomland which

10
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forms the headwnters of the North River, which in turn empties into Currituck Sound.
At the upper or north end; of Stumpy is & marsh bordercd with cattails and with flat
vegetation in the center. There is a causeway which crosses the lake at this end
and it is an excellent place from which to lcok cut over loke and marsh. At the
west end of the causeway is an open field occasign&lly used for bombiag. Oaly re-
cently have I discovered one can traverse this field following the edge of the swanp
wocodland. Here one is apt to see black ducks and mallards feeding among the trees.
Alsc north of the marsh is again wet woodlands, bisceted by two lend ditches which
enpty into the marsh, and crossed by a lane running about parcllel with the causevmy.
All around Stumpy is a strip of woudland maintained by the city as a watershed.

Painted turtles, snapping turtles, and water snalkes are abundant about
Stumpy. There is the unusuul phase of the cormon watér snake which is light checo-
late brown in color and with a red belly. Water moceasins are here too and it is
well to carry a forked stick. Hoewever, Mr. Davis, engineer in the City Waterworks
and who lives at Sturpy Lake says, "the wator moccasins will leave with any change
in the charactcr of the lake duc to punping the water. They will not tulerute dig--
turbance."  Small eypress trees dot the lake in picturesque fashion everywhere, and
all along the shores are heaps of fallen and decaying logs.

The following specics of birds have been noted at Stumpy during the trinc
listed:

1. Picd-billed Grebe. OQct. &, to larch 25, observed regularly in snmall
numbers. On Mareh 13, of this year, the grcbes were calling in a finer fashion then
I have ever heard theﬂ arcund Norfolk: The prolonged "Qwo-n-a-a® call was produCCG
with real intensity. Then there were extraordinery cutbursts of the "wop-wop" call,
and various barking notes, all of which causcd the dogs on the farms bordering Stunmo-
¥ tc bark excitedly.

2. Great Blue Heron. Observed rcegularly. On Jan. 9, when all the lalke
was frozen except a strip aleng the west shore, 4 Great Blucs were scen. On July & ',
1938, six were observed coning in file from the swemp bottonlends below the spillwe
while 3 cthers were in view around the spillway. I suspect there nmay be a hercnry
in this bottomland

3. American Egret. May 26, 1; July 14, 11 adults and 13 young; Oct. 3, 1.

t« Little Blue Heron., IMoy 26, 4 adults; July 14, 2 adults, and 4 young.

9. Green He¥on. May 26, 2; July 14, 3; and Oct. 3, 1.

6, Black-crowned Wil Horon. Feb, 18, 1; On this day a large part of the .
lake was frozen. 1In & surny cové mear the rcad, we sow an irmature Dlack-crowned
Night Heron standing on a lcy among the trees and thickets. The sun boat warnly
quL into the cove. The heren vwas so sleepy he could scarcely toke the trouble to
cpen his eyes occasionally to note cur movements. Finally he flow a short distance
awey, then dropped into the thickets.

7. Ycllow-crowned Night Heron. May 26, 2 in the narsh.
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8, Canada Goose. On March 17, a small group of geese circled above the
lake, honking, but did not descend.

9. Mallard. January 9 to llarch 13. Seen usually in small nunber, os-
pccially in wet woodlands upper end of the lake.

10. Black Ducks Nov. 29, to March 26. Largest group, 42, on March 13.
On Jenuary 9, as 1 sat on the bank, the flapping loaves of ny notebook attracted
11 Black ducks who came close to the logs alung the shore, and with their heads and
bills just poking above the logs they quietly watched me. One, leading a group of
four, sppeared considerably larger than all the others, with yellower bill and light-
er heads YVery possibly it was & red-legged Black Duck, as we note these in winter
at the B. S. Refuge, but I did not sce the Iegs.

11, Baldpate. Feb., 29, tc March 7, a few: March 13, cf this year, 1 pnir.

12, Pintail, TFeb. 1, 2000 (estinated by Varden Robertson); Feb. 29, 300;
March 7, 200; and May 26, 50, Pintails 1likc bost the upper end of the lake wherc
they may be scen swimming about smong the flat vegetation. On spring-like days thncy
rive continually o high whistle, which to my ears, is pitched much like the call oi
the Tufted Titmouse., It is a bright morning when the narsh is filled with their
whistling.

13s Green-winged Teal. Feb. 7 to March 31. Tesl are nmost apt to be lo-
cated in a cove on the western shore about half way down the lake. On March 7, a
group of 16 were secn, most of then sleeping, standing on logs with their heads tucik-
ed in their scapulars. On Feb. 7, 2 irmmature teal were watched plucking a lush gree:.
vegetationy, growing at the base of the trees. '

14, Blue-winged Teal. March 7, 1 pair; March 17, 83 HMdrch 26, 2235 Blue-
winged Teal keep to the marsh above the causeway.

15, Wood Ducks. On ilay 26, a mother with 7 babies on her back was seen fron
the couseway. On July 14, one noulting adult was seen with feathers sticking up fron
its head., Ancther adult with 2 young was found near a bank. The young elimbed onto
2 log snd preened themselvwes, calling, or talking softly, all the time. On January
S, the winter which had remained nild until then turned suddenly cold. Stunpy was
frozen evorywhere except along the west shore. Here 1 saw a handsome male wood duck
with a little femcsle. The mnle welked along on a log picking up food in its bill.
Later I saw a male, probably the samec one, swirming regally along in an open areca.

16. Ring-necked Duck. Feb. 29, §00; Ilfarch 17, 138. This ycar I have seen
only 7 at Stumpy, March 1J.

17. Canvas=~back. ' Feb. 29, 4 nales, 3 fenales.

1B. lesser Scaup. Morch 26, 7. "

19. Ruddy Duck. March 17, 1 male; March 26, 1 nale.
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20. Hooded lierganser. Jan. 9, 4 males, 2 fenales; Feb. 7, 12; lMarch 13,
11. On January 9, I saw the courship display of this mergenser better than T have
seen it anywhere. There seemed to be four distinet types of display. 1. The nale
has a throw-back as protracted as that of the redhead. The beautiful crest, complete-
ly fanned, just touches the back, This was the most frogquent display used. 2. The
nale swins toward the female end when near her, arches his head (twch as a thorough-
bred horse appears to do), then he shakes his famed crest until it trembles. This
I thought the most unusual display .. and quite coy! 3. The neale rises out of the
water and makes a jerlky bow, bobbing the head forward. fThis is not spectacular, and
- sometines is so quick as almost to cvade the eyve. 4. The usual deshing about in the
water, opening and shutting the fan-shaped crest.

2l. Anmerican Merganser. March 7, a few. On Feb. 16, of this year, there
were 25 of these mergansers on the lake, but only 4 were in adult male plunage. This
is the largest group of American Morgansers I have scen around Norfolk.

22. Red-breasted Uergrnser. Feb. 29, 1 pair.

23, Turkey Vulture. Regulerly scen. Jan, 9, 1.

24. Sharp-shinned Hawk. On March 17, this little hawk flew up fron the
ground at the entrance of the causewny. He paused a monent in a tree to look at us
These little hawks are sv rare, it is a thrill to see ono. On March 13, of this
year we watched a Sharp-shinned flying across the lake.

25. Red-shouldered Hawk. No record for January or February, otherwise a
pair regularly cbserved. Sometings an adult is scen perched in a tree, turning its
Lhead this way and that, scanning the ground.

26. Broad-winged Hawk. Feb. 18, 1. This small buteo was first seen by
Mrs. Barefield. It wes pcrched in a tree beside one of the lead ditches. Then it
flew acruss the lane in front of us and 1it deeper in the swamp.
(This would scen to be a very early date for this hawk to cecur in Virginiea,ed.’

27. Bald Bagle.  Adults and Irmmatures seen regularly. On Oct. 3, we
watched the handsomest cagle I belisve I ever saw flapping ot an ogrot with its great
wings. This finally induced the egret to drop whatever it had in its bill, which tho
eagle scized. The egret flew off a little way, then turned, and protested by opening
its bill and jerking its head. On larch 13, in courtship, an imature eagle was scen
fiercely chasing another. Like thunderbolts, they rushed uver lake and woods,

28. Osprey. March 7, to July 14, a Pair regularly observed.

29. Sparrow Hawk. March 17, 1 female was noted by farnmhouse near the
causeway. '

30. Bob-white, !lay 26, ond July 14, heard callinug fron farm end from bonb-
ing field.

3l. Florida Galinule. July 3, 1938, 1 immature; July 14, 1940, 2 adulte

among growth of Lizard's Tall, at upper end of lake. Oct. 3, 1 immaturc. This was &
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close observation. The immature was adult size, but bill and forehead were brown.

32. Coot. Feb. 29, a few; March 17, 51; lMarch 26, 24.

33. Black-bellied plover. March 26, 1; This was a hot day. The Plover
was seen on the exposed grass and sandy shore at the spillway

34. Spotted Sandpiper: May 26, l: Same place as above.

35, Greater Yellow-legs. lay 26, 2. Same place as above.

36. Ring-billed Gull. OQct. 3, 6; Feb. 18, 12. On the last date our at-
tention was atiracted to the group of iAmerican Mergansers by the Ring-billed Gulls
vwhich were hovering over them. As the Mergansers came to thu surface the Gulls
swooped down upon them flapping, and at times, scemingly hitiing the mergansers w.'"
their wings, While the mergansers were under water, the gulls simply hovered ahc-r.
Sometimes the gulls would alight on the water among the diving and flashing ducks.
Finally the mergansers began swirming down the lake in the swift way which is thei-
hebit of doing, diving and progressing beneath, then coming to the surface, all in
unison. We could follow the progress of the mergansers when we could no longer
sce them very well by the gulls hovering above,

vite  Tensh Torhs' Juiy 1&g - 1g

38. Mourning Dove. Heard May 26, and July 1&.
=] » o'

39. Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Recorded May 26, and July 14.

40. On March 13, nunerous large owl pellects were found in two places, on
a path through the woods at the far end of the bombing field, - indicating quite de-
finitely the presence of an owl. .

A

2l, Chimney Swift. Nay 26, recorded over lake.

42, Hummingbird. July 14, Twice we came upon a female ramming her head
far into thc orange blossoms of {the trumpet vine.

43. Kingfisher. Nov. 7, 1. On a post by the spillway.

44. Flicker. Repgularly recorded, On Jamuary 9, one was watched feeding
on & floating iog. Its colors twinkled out above the blue of the loke,

45, Pileated Woodpecker. Regularly recorded. The Pileated Woodpecker is
most apt to be fourd in the woodlands at the lower end of the west shore. On Feb. 1
one was watched flying across the lake. On March 13, of this year, we heard one
drumming end calling from the swamp bottomlands beyond the target field.

. 46. Red-bellied Woodpecker. Feb. 18. A pair was noted sbout a hole in
a large plane tree at the lower end of the lake. 3

47. Hairy Vioodpecker. lay 26, 4, observed in the pine woods on the west
shore. February 7, 1.

ko
.
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48, Downy Wcodpeeker. Two cr three regularly observed.

49. Fingbird. July 14, a pair noted at edge cf bonbing field,

50. Crented Flycatcher. Recorded, May 26.

Sl. Phosbe. January In a bright, sunny spot in the pine woodlands on
the west shore, a phoebe was scon, flying down to the ground for inscets. March 13,

egain one was seen by a lead diteh from the north lane.
Phoebos are not common here during migration,

same bird.

52. Acadian Flycatcher.
loosely constructed with ma
the ground.

53. Wood Powec. May 26,
in a pine tree neir the entraunce of

Moy 26 ond July l4..
torial hanging down from it wac

and July l4.

Qu;te pessibly it was the

On the last date, a nest,

fornd about lo feed fro-

Parents were seun feeding 3 ball.:

the causeway on the last date,

March 17, 36 - spillway.

July 14, 1 recorded over spillway basin,

Sometines we notice crows which seen larcer

84, Tree Swallow, UMareh 7, 1;
58. Barn Swallow. Recorded July 14,
86. Purple Martia.
57, Southern Crow. Comnnon.
than the usual ones.

Stumpy.
ed like a commen crow. These large
"cawing" crows, southorn crows.

53,
pine woods on

Harch 17,
hore. Here

Fish Crow.
1¢ west

such o crow was noted Feb. 7, on
It seemed very large to lMrs. Darden, Mrs. LLSqu

o post by the rcad near
and myself. But it caw-
crows I call eastern crows, and the smaller

mating. Fish crows are seen regularly in the
secversl nests can be seen fairly closc together.

59. Carclino Chickadce. Regularly cobserved,

60. Tufted Titmouse. Regularly observed. January 9, 7.

61. White-breasted Nuthatch. Feb. 29, 1; March 17, 1, March 18, 133 3,
62. Winter ¥ren. Feb. 25, 1, scen fluttering along the banks of the csuse-

way; March 7, 1 observed same place;

way, possibly the same onc.

March 17, 1, among logs jarmed below the spill.-

63. Carclina Wren. Comnmon.

64, Mockingbird., HMay 26, July 14, a pair. ‘

65. Cotbird. May 26; July 14, adults and 2 young; Oct. 3, 2.

66, Bruwn Thrasher. FPFeb, 1, 2 at the entrance of causeway; May 26, 2 in

sane place; January Y, l.
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67. Robin.  March 17, 5; March 26, 1l2; February 7, 6; Harch 13, 6: all
near causeway.

68, i Hermit Thrush. Jenmary 9, 1; February 18, 1; March 13, 1; gll in
woodlands on west shore. ;

69, Bluebird. February 29, 12 were seen near edge of woods by spillway.
March 17, a pair near the edge of bombing field; May 26, adults and 2 young taking
beths in standing water by the field; February 7, a pair sbout & hole in tree lower
end of lake; March 13, another pair, far end of bombing field.

70. Elue-gr&y Gnatcatcher, May 26, recorded, woodland west shore.

71. Goldon-crovmed Kinglet. February 7, several kinglets, woodlands wosw
shore; March 13, 1.

72. Ruby-crowned Kinglet. February 7, 1; March 13, 3.

73+ Whitc-eyed Virco. Recored May 26, and July 14.

T4+ Red~oyed Vireo. Mey Z26p July 14, 33

75. Black and fWthite Warbler. May 26, 1,

76. Prothonotary Warbler.  May 26, and July 14.

T1s Porule Warbler, HMay 286, 1.

78. Yellow Worbler. May 26, on the Elbow Road.

79« Myrtle Warbler. February 29. On this day little groups of Myrtles
were constantly taking ol T from the lower end of the lake and flying north. Wind
was from the south. Several hundred must have passed, March 7. §Still large num-
bers of Myrtles were present, feceding about fal len logs, along the shore, and on
rocks of the dam. March 26, 15.

80. Pine Warbler. Regularly observed except on January 9. Feb. 29, sing-

ing.

8l. Prairic Warbler. July 14, 1; edge of woodlands, west shorc.

€2. Ovenbird, Moy 26, 1, in woodlands on the Elbow Road, about 1 milc
beyond spillwgy.

83. Yellow-breasted Chat. May 26, and July 1l4. Alwdys in same plaece, in
e corner of the woods by the marsh. £ :

84. Hooded Viarbler. May 26; July 14, & little fomale wns feeding 2 young
in a2 blackberry thicket. '

85, lieadowlark. Reccorded regularly from target field and farm.
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March 7, a resident redwing had taken up its abod? in c?tj
On this day, a large floek of about 1000 blackbirds
This flock includcd

86. Redwing.
tail marsh. February 18, 1941. .
were scen on the Elbow Ronad about 3 miles beyond the spillway.

neles, the smaller females, and the young males.

87. Orchard Oriole. May 26, 1, on little farm by Stumpyi

88. Purple Grackle. February 18, a few hundred smong the large flock

of Redwingss

89% Cewbird. February 18, estimated gbout 60, males and females, among
the redwings and grackles.,

90. Summer Tanager. Moy 26, 1, in woodlands at oupposite end of cause-

"L’a'ay »

b

81. Carcdinal. Regularly observed; dJuly 14, parents and 2 younge.

92. Indigo Buntimg. May 26, .2, = singing malc by the target field, on-
other on the Elbow Rond; July 14,

93. Goldfinch, February 7, 1, in woodlands west shore. February 18,
45. In a cornficld along the Elbow Road we saw this flock of Goldfinches, the
I have scen about Norfolk.

94, Red-eyed Towhec. February 29; May 26.

95. Junco. March 17, a few at the entrance of the causeway.

96, Chipping Sparrow. larch 26, 1, ncar edge of bembing field.

97. Field Sparrow. Regularly recorded, bonbing field.

98. Vhite-throated Sparrow. Jenuary 9, 5; Fetmary 7, 5; February 18, 2;
March 13, 1.

99. Fox Sparrow. January 9, 3; Pebrunry 20, 2.

100. Swamp Sparrow. February 18, 2; March 13, walking along the whole
length of the bombing rield vordering the swamp bottomland, we flushed up 50 swamp
sparrows that we counted. There were many more. As they flew stcadily up ahead of
us from the grasses into the thickets, the sides of their heads appeared quite bluish,
It was a pretty sight. Doubtless they winter here.

101. Song Sparrow. Common.

-

I’J'EI'S. .A.. Cn Rﬂod,
Norfolk, Virginia.
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V. S. 0. ANNUAL MEETING

The Executive Committee has voted to hold the next Annual Heeting of the
Virginia Society of Ornithology at Roancke, Virginia, cn Friday and Saturday, Mey
9, and 10th. The Hotel Ruanoke has becen sclected by the local cormittee as head-
quarters for the meeting. Room rates run from $2.50 for single roums, and fronm
$4.00 for double rucms. The hotel has -agreed to provide a private room for the
mcetings; and a roon for the banquet, which will be served at §1.50 per plate. Thern
will be plenty of parking space for cars inside the hotel grouunds. )

The Friday program will begin shortly after noon. Saturday will be re--
served for the field trip. The dates are sct so as to take fullest advantage of +h:
height of the warbler and songbird migration in the higher nountains about Koancke.

Professor C. 0. Handley is arranging the progran. Those who are planning
to recad papers, present exhibits, or have any part on the program are recquested +e.
communicate with him. The mectings, including thc banquet, will be open to all i
are intcrested in birds.

e 2L PR
SHORE BIRD TRIP

Norfolk members of the VSO will have a ficld trip for shore birds on Sut-
urday, May 17, Any menmbers of the sodicty who would alsc like to go on the trip wi.l
be cordially welconed,

Mceting place: in the free parking lot at the far south end of Atlantic
Boulcvard, which is the main street running through Virginia Beach. Here the road
leaves the boach in a sharp right angle turn and the free parking lot forms the in-
ner corner of this turn,

Time: 8 A, M.

Trip:; the usunl cxcursion down the beach in the CCC truck under the sup&r-
vision of Mr. Harry Bailey. Stops will be madc whonover desircd (and the tide por-
mits) for observation of shore birds. The truck will go all the way dovm the bteach
to the lower end of the Refuge; cross the ranp here to the flats behind the dunes and
bordering the bay. Then group will progress slowly back up to Headquarters, walking
or riding as desired,

Lunch: this will be held at the end of the trip, on Long Island, Here
Mr. Bailey has a picnic place bencith the holly and live oak trees. Menmbers fron
away are invited to be guests of the Korfolk group.

All those planning to be on the trip; please write or telephone, not later
thon May 15, Mrs. A. C. Reed, 1519 Morris Avenue, HNorfolk, Va. .

swwn GODODE v« u
All BARLY NESTING RECORD FOR THE PRAIRIE EORNED LARK

On February 26, 1941, Howard Price, an employce of the Building and
Grounds Department of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, while engaged in levelling
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on the V. P. I., airport just outside Blacksburg, Virginia, discovered a nest con~
taining three eggs. Knowing my interest in birds, he, on March 6, 1941, reported

his find to me. From his description of the nest, the eggs, and the location and
placing of the nest, I decided that the nest was that of the prairie horned lark. Un-
fortunately he could not take me out to the airport until March 13, 1941, when we
found the nest without the eggs. Since the incubation period of tho bird is eleven
days, the eggs had probably been hatched cut a week or so before, I am well acquaint-
ed with the prairie horned lark and its nest, having studied them cut in North Dakoh..
in 1924-1925, and I am of the opinion that this nest (I have it in my possession) s
that of a prairie horned lark. It is believed that this nesting record is one of 4iu-
earliest, if not the earliest nesting record of this bird in Virginia.

Ralph M. Brown
Blacksburg, Va.

* ¥ = = 00000 - - % %
HOUSE VREN WINTERING AT NARUNA, VA.

On the morning of Decenber 16, 1940, I heard the song of the House Wren o
a hone near Naoruna. I was sonewhat skeptical about a House Vren wintering here,
so I cnly made a note of it for future reference, provided I saw the \fren. On
Jaruary 28, I heard the song of the House Viren again at another home here. On Fe'™--
reury 20, and 24th, the House Viren came tu my home and I had a pleasant time listcon-
ing to its ecstatic song on a cold, frosty morning. Seeing is believing, sv I wriic
this dowvn as another winter bird resident I had not kncwn before. The House Yrea v.-.-
singing again on March 3.

A couple of Bewick's Vrons have been wintering here, too. They began sing-
ing cn Januery 18.

Bertha Daniel.
* # = = 00000 - = % %
STILT SANDPIPER AT ROAITOKE

On Sundey, September 8, while watching a flock of shorebirds, which had
gathered at a wet-weather pond, I nuticed feeding with three lesser yellow-legs o
bird which proved to be a Stilt Sandpiper. The monner of feeding first attracted my
attention as it was noticeably diffcrant fron the uthers. Apparently holding the
head in a stiff manner it would then plunge the bill straight down in the water to
the eyes, and quite regularly tilt the head from side to side as if swinging the
bill while submerged. The bird was fullowed closely with glasses fur twenty or more
minutes. Once it walked out on a nud island and after preening for a few minutes
weded in and resumed feeding., Vhen flushed, it flew for a short distance, joining
other yellow-legs and resumed feeding. In each instance the dark gréenish leg color-
ing was noted as well as other markings. I believe the distinet manner of feeding,
alone, would serve to identify this bird. The bird was noted epain the followirs
morning, but could net be found that afternoon or afterwards. :

Two other records of unusual interest were made at the same pond on Sept.
14, and 18th. On each date a Golden Plover was sbserved feeding among other birds.
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Other notes feor this pond are as fcllows: September 8-9, Killdeer, 125
(est.); Greater Yellow-legs, 10; Lesser Yellow-legs, 16; Least Sandpiper, 8;
Stilt Sandpiper, 1; Starling, and Red-wings, 80 (est.).

September 14, Golden Plover, 1l; Greater Yellcw-legs, 3; Lesser Yellow-less,
8; Least Serndpiper, 2; Black Duck, 8; (also noted on 12th) - Pied-billed Grebe, 2

September 18, Gulden Plover, 1l; Greater Yellow-legs, 1; Lesser Yellow-lzgo
Se
September 24, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 1; ¥ilson Snipe, 1.

This wet-weather pond (small truck garden) was one of many formed by the
torrential rains during iugust and the first part of September. It proved particu-
larly attractive tu birds and on account of being situsited beside a highway and ad-
jecent to a farm yard, traffic and persons on foot had little affect on the bircs.
Greater ancd Lesser Yellow-legs are common migrants through this area. The occur-
rence cf the Plovers and Sandpipors might be attributed to the hurricane which
moved up the coast during this period.

A. 0. English,
Roanoke, Virginia.

e wBOOOOT s -
AN ALBINO QUAIL

Hunting just before the holidays, lfr. J. M. Witten of Culpepper, Virginia.
killed a white quail. It was not just an ordinary albino as its eye color and leg
coler were normal. One brown feather was found in the neck and one in each wing.
This quail was killed in the vicinity of Berry Hill where it grew up with seven
cthers, all quite normali The specimen was taken and mounted and is now in the
possession of Mr. Witteni This was first reported by Cadet J. Pi¢ Thrift of the first
class at v. M. I,

Robert Carrcll
Lexingten, Virginia.

e OODODODD =~
NEST OF GREAT HORNED OWL

One day lirs. Tyler in charge of the li. P. L. wildflower sanctuary told me
that on Jan. 10, she had scen an owl being chased by crows. This chase kept up
every day she said until ils nest, which they found, fell down. It contained two
egss and tan striped feathers. After that she did not sec the owl.

On Feb. 13, I went to sec the fallen nest. It had becn placed in a skimpy
pine, in a crutch of the boughs and must have been 2 feet wide. I think possibly it
had been an old csprey's nest. The bottom had fallen ocut of the nest. On the gruam,,
vere large bunches cf dried grasses from the marsh and also loblolly pine needles.
Meny large pellets lay on the ground. One e¢gg was broken quite cleanly in half. This
I took to Mr. Jos. E. Gould.s He said immedistely, "Great Horned Owl." And I was

delighted to see it was exactly like the eggs of this owl, of which he had several
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sets in his collection.

Mrs. A. G Reed, Norfolk, Va.
~-=-=-=-006000=- ==~
BALD EAGLE NESTING IN CITY

Mrs. Tyler, referred to in the note above, likewise “said that the colored
workers had reported an eagle's nest not far from the sanctuary, which is located
on Granby Street. On Feb. 13, we had a colored girl lead us to the nest. It proved
to be in a piece of woods where Cottage Toll Road intersects Sowells Point Road.
Both adults were on the nest when we got there. On March 21, and again on March 27,
I could see the white head of an adult above the rim of the nest from the boulevard.

It is in a loblolly pine and the plumey boughs of the pine well conceal the nest, T
have not been able to visit the nest recently.

\

}JI'S. J‘tn C. R'.'ch,
Horfollk, Virginia.
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THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE V.S.O.
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The eleventh /Annuecl Mecting of The V. S. 0. wes called to order at 2:30
P. M. on Friday, Muy 9, in the Hotel Roanoke, Roonoke, Ve., by President, Mr. A,
O. English. In addition to welcoming the Society to this, its second Annual
Meeting in Roanocke, Mr. English reported that the membecrship has passed the one
hundred mark, thirty new mcmbers hoving been gaincd sinco the last annuel meeting.
fnnouncemcnt was wade of the field trip for Saturday, part of thc route of which
was to be along the Blue Ridge Parkway. A telegram from Prof. Ruskin S. Freer
was rcad cxpressing rogrot that his plans for attending the mceting had to be
concelled ot the last minute. Dr. Murray was asked to drow up resolutions ro-
gording Mr, M, G. Lewis, ' ;

The first papcr on the afternoon program was Dr. D. Ralph Hestetter's
report on his studics on the Carolina Junco at Mountain Lokc. The vuricd loca-
tlons of nests werewcll illustrated on the sercen both in bleck and white and in
color. His finding thnt the birds will follow a rest with eggs not more than
seven feet, when he moved the nests from their original site, but will follow a
nest with young many times that distance, and that brooding birds would feed
young transferred to their nests in place of eggs, but that the Juncos would not
retrogress from fecding young to brooding eggs, when that change was made, makes
grist for the psychologist's mill as well as for the ornithologist's.,

Miss Edne Becker's study of the Brown Thrashcrs on the compus of Hollins
College was illustrated by kodachrome slides and showed distinct territorial
boundaries for the pairs studied, aos well as sonething about their habits of ma-
ting and returning to the same region if not the scme territory. in successive.. .. ..
years.

In "Days Afield in Europe", Dr. J. J. Murray narrated some of his most
interesting bird experiencos in his last brief trip to Europe. Whilc only two
days wcre devoted to field trips, he added to his life list of birds fron the
train, in city porks and on a trip up the Jungfrau. A film fron the Fish and
Wildlife Service, Hounts for the Hunted, which showed some of the waterfowl

=22«
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breeding grounds in North Dakota and vicinity, onded the afternoon program.

At the business session which followed, the reading of tho report of the
last Annual Meeting was dispensed with because it had appearcd in The Raven. The
treasurer's report was read and thore wore scvme comments on the effect of reducing
the dues. The following cormittees werc named by the President: Nominating, Dr.
Hostetter, Chairman, Mrs. Wiltshire, and Mrs. Barefield; sauditing, Mr. Dean,
Chairman, Mrs. Shaw and Mrs. Burgess; Resolutions, Dr. McIlweine, C hairman, Miss
Edna Becker and Mrs. Darden. After some discussion it was decided to start on
the field trip at 7 4. M.

Dr. Murray reported that The Raven, nuw in its twolfth year, is receiv-
ing fewer substantial papers than it did earlier. The lists of errivals and de~
partures have furnished basic date and might now be superseded by lists from
special localities covering at least five years or by summer lists from more re-
mote areas. Life histories would be vory acceptable material. Dr. Murray's
sugpestion of needing a new Editor for The Raven was heartily disapproved. The
possibility of a Junior page was mentioned.

Sugiestions for a place for the next annual neeting were called for.
Prof. C. 0. Handley invited the Society to Blacksburg, if it should meet in the
same part of the State again next ycar and if the housing emergency is passed.
The possibility and desirability of a field trip to Dismal Swamp were discussed
briefly snd the meeting adjourned.

The Executive Cormmittce met betwecn the afternuvon and evening sessions
and made the fcllowing decisions: That new officers should take office at the
Annual Meeting; that membership in the National Audubon Society should be re-
newed for 1941; that Messrs Inglish and Engleby should constitute o committeec to
arrange for the publishing uof The Raven for the remainder of the year; that The
V. S. 0. accept the suggestion made to Dr. Murray of affiliating, without fee
or definite responsibilities, with the Wilson Ornithological Club; and thet back
numbers of the Wilson Bulletin sent to Dr. Murray in exchange for copies of The
Raven should become his personal property. The Executive Committee expressed
its approciation for the wurk of Mrs. Elsie Garst, who has cuntinued without re-
muneration the work of publishing The Raven since the death of Mr. M. G. Lewis.

Thirty-nine members and friends gathered for the Annual Dinner. At its
close the reports of committees were heard and ufficers elected. Dr. Murray
presented the following Resolution which was adopted with instructions that it
should be sent to Mrs. M. G. Lewis and children, &nd to Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Lewis.

Whereas, The V. S, O. in the death of Merriam Garretson Lewis has
lost one of its most enthusiastic and useful members, and
many of us have lost a loyal friend and pleasant companion
on field trips; and

Whereas, this is the first time there has been a death in the active
ranks of the Society; and

Whereas, becnuse of this loss we meet with an unusual feeling of sad-
ness
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Be it resolved: That we put on record our appreciation both of his
high qualities of character and personality, and his long and valua-
ble service to our organization;

4ind that we extend to his wife and children and to his parents our
deepest sympathy and affection.

For his committce Mr. Hostetter reported the following nominations:
President, Mr. English; Vice-President, Dr. McIlwaine; Secretary, Dr. Hague;
Treasurer, Mr. Engleby; - for the Executive Committee for one ycar, Prof.,
Handley and Miss Becker; for two years, Col. Carroll and Mrs. Reed; for three
years, Mr. Hostetter and Mrs. Darden. There being no response to a call for
noninations from the floor, the above named were elected. Prof. Handley read
the report of the auditing committee. For the resolutions cormittec¢ Dr. McIl-
Waine moved an expression of appreciation to the locel committee for their ar-
rangements fur the meeting and to Mr. Henderson for his succussful manipulation
of the motion pictures and slides. :

After a brief interwval during which the tables were removed we re-cssemb-
led in the same room for the evening program about 9 P. M. Mrs. Wiltshire aec-
companied her kodachrome slides with interesting anecdotes of the birds or of-her
experiences with photography.

Mrs. Darden's Kodachrome film showed the birds of the Back Bay Refuge ot
various seasons. A poem, Migrating Waterfowl, expressed some of Mrs. Reed's im-
pressions gained in different geographical localities. Mr. Bailey, our host at
the Back Bay Refuge in February of 1939, presented o film of the Birdlife of
Back Bay Refuge. Again from the Fish and Wildlife Service there came through Mr.
R. C. McClonahan a summary of the present status of North American Waterfowl and
a kodachrome film showing Birds of the Western Arctic. Becnuse of the lateness
of the hour two papers by Prof. Handley were not given.

4 group of twenty-nine went on the field trip and then enjoyed Mr.
Engleby's hospitality, both the generous picnic lunch and the pleasant surround-
ings.

Florence S. Hague, Secretary.
-- 000C0O0000C0000 - =~

THE ANNUAL FIELD TRIP

On Saturday morning, May 10, seven cars left the downtown section of the
City shortly after seven o'clock on the Eleventh Annual Field Trip. At the start
the day appeared perfect for a day in the field, but before we reached the first
stop, a fresh brecze had set in and continued for most of the day. The first
stop was made at Back Creek School, in the valley at the foot of Bent Mountain
vhere the list of birds secn quickly mounted into the forties. From this point
we continued the trip up Bent lountain and on the Blue kidge Parkway to a newly
cpened picnie area, Smartview. Named for the nearby Post Office of Smart, it is
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o vantage point at an elevntion of 2,750 feet, wooded and traversed by many winding
trails. On account of thc wind, the quest was continued by many on the lee side
of the mountain. Some took advantage of the opportunity to examine more closely
the wild azalea which appeared in gorgeous full bloom, bordering both sides of
the Parkway. Partly retracing our route, several stops were made before we des-
conded Poor Mountain, thon eontinued our trip through the town of Salem, and on
to Bennett Springs. Here, at his cabin, Mr. Engleby had supervised the prepara-
tion of a delicious luncheon which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. TWhile

we were at ease on the sunny lawn in front of the cabin Miss Hague compiled the
results of the day's observation, as follows: Turkecy Vulture, Black Vulture,
Cooper's Hawk, Bob-white, Killdeer, Wilson Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Mourning
Dove, Black-billed Cuckoo, Chimney Swift, Hummingbird, Bclted Kingfisher, Flicker,
Downy Woodpecker, Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe, icadian Flycatcher, Leest
Flycatcher, Wood Pewee, Horned Lark, Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin,
Blue Jay, Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch,
House Wren, -Bewick's Wren, Curolina Wren, Mocking Bird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher,
Robin, Wood Thrush, Bluebird, Cedar Waxwing, Starling, Yellow-throated Vireo,
Solitary Vireo, -Red-eyed Virec, Black and White Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Black-
throated Green Warbler, .Chestnut-sided Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Pine Warbler,
Preirie Warbler, -Ovenbird, Louisana Water Thrush, Kentucky Warbler, Maryland Yel-
low-throat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Hooded Warbler, Canada Warbler, Redstart, Eng-
lish Spoarrow, Bobolink, Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, Orchard Oriole, Balti-
more Oriole, -Purple Grackle, .Scarlet Tanager, Summer Tanager, Cardinal, Indigo
Bunting, Goldfinch, Towhee, .Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Chipping Spar-
row, - Field Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Song Sparrow. Total, 81 species.

A. O, English
--=0000000000=.~-.~
TREASURER'S REPORT
Statement of Treasurer, covering receipts and disburse-

ments from January 1, 1940 to December 31, 1940........

i — - S -

December 31, 1939 - Balancc on hand as por 1ast report....ss.... § 135.44

Receipt account of memberships:

MOnberships.. cosvsnnneirassaBlS2S0
Shte of TRAVENH . runisnnine 4,00 '136.50

Total including old balance...ecees. § 271,94

e

Disburscments:

Voucher No. 53 - A. O. English
Pebruary Posteg®icccccsssess § 2.58

« " 54 - Mrs. J. Frank Key
Junior Audubon Club Work,... 20.00
. " 55 - M. G, Lewis

M&ilin.g "Rﬂ.ven“n-.n a8 e 8 08w 7.00
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Voucher No., 56 - John H. Grey, Jr.
Expense a/c Annual Meeting...... $ 16.00

. - 1 - Salem Publishing Company

Letterheads & envelopeSeecssesssse 11.50
i L 2 - M. G. Lewis

Postage for "Raven"..ssveeccceves 9,00
. " 3 - Economy Printing Co.

c&rds pBr Ao 00 E..lcln.c-.-'a.--'a' 7.50
n i 4 - M. Ga Lewis :
Postage for "Raven" & Stationery. 26.08

Total amount of disburscments.ssee.s $ 99.48

Balance on hand December 31, 1940 as
per bank Statemcnts..........-..‘.....o..._-.- 172.48

Total $271.94
Respectfully submitted,
T. L« Engleby, Treasurer.
-----000000000=~ = -
Camp Rapiden in the Blue Ridge Mountains

The eastern side of the Blue Ridge Hountains in Madiscn County, Virginia.
was the region in which we studied birds for four days, May 19-23; 1941. Our
camp was on the bank of the Rapidan River between Fork Mountain and Double Top,
at an elevation of 2300 feet: We were just a mile from Hoover's Camp, and in

- the midst of a heavily wocded region. Aside from one day spent in the area a-
round Nethers, Virginin, and climbing 0ld Rag Mountain about 8 miles north of our
camp on the Rapidan, the rest of the observing was done right around the camp.
The highest elevation reached was 3800 feet on Fork Mountain.

The total number of species seen on the trip was 80, including the birds
secn while riding from Orange to the mountains. However, we are including on
the list below only those birds observed in the region about Camp Rapidan and 01d
Repy Mountain,

1.. Turkey Vulture - very common

2, Black Vulture - cnly one observed

3. Red-tailed Hawk - one

4, Cooper's Hawk - one or two

5. Bob-white - one or two

6. Mourning Dove - scarce

7. Yellow=-billed Cuckooc - a few seen

8. Black-billed Cuckoo - one

One large owl, unidentified, but.seen several times

9. Whip-poor-will - common
10. Nighthawk - scarce;, only one or two

11. Chimney Swif't - common

12. Ruby-throated Hummingbird - fairly common
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13, Belted Kingfisher - one

14, Flicker =~ scarce. All woodpeckers surprisingly rare,.

15. Downy Woodpecker - scarce..

16. . Eastern Kingbird - scarce in the mountains.

17, Crested Flycatcher - ambundant.

18. Phoebe -~ abundant. Two nosts werc found, one with egrs, and the
other with young birds almost grown.

19. Acadian Flycatcher - fairly common. One specimen was shot to make
identification certain.

20. Wood Pewee - abundant.

21, Barn Swnllow - common about the last farm houses before entering
the Park. Rough-winged Swallows and Purple Murtins were seen in
the farming country outside the mountainous area.

22, Blue Jay - scarce

23. Raven - One pair of kavens was founcd nesting on the top of 0ld Rag
Mountain. The nest was placed in a niche on the vertical side of
a cliff which was about as inaccessable as any spot a raven could
find. Through binoculars we could see at least one young bird in
the nest, nbout half grown. There may be others. . The elevation
is about 3200 feet, and the whole mountain quite rugged and rocky.

24, Crow- common

25. Carolina Chickadee - abundant.

26. Tufted Titmouse - two seen

27. . House VWren - fairly common

28. Carolina Wren - fairly common

29, Catbird - abundant.

30. Robin - abundant.

31. %ood Thrush - abundant. . Several nests found, the highest at an
elevation of 3500 feet, with the bird setting on 2 eggs. Nests
lower down had full sets of eggs, and the birés were setting.

32, Olive-backed Thrush - fairly common.

33. Veery - Common at the headwators of the Staunton kiver on Fork
Mountain, at an elevation of 3000-3500. None were seen below
this elevation.

34. Cedar Weaxwing - 1 flock seen on 0ld Rag

35. Mountain Solitary Vireo - fairly common. One nest was found near
the camp (23009, containing young birds about half grown.

36. Red-eyed Vireo - common. .One nest was found.

37. _Black and Vhite Warbler - common.

38. Parula Viarbler - fairly cormon.

39. Yellow Woarbler - common down in the plain, but scarce in the moun-
tains.

40. Cairns's Warbler - very common, especially at the hi her elevations
of Fork Mountain.

41. Blackburnian Warbler - onc seen.

42. Yellow-throated Warbler - fairly ccmmon. One nest found.

43. Chestnut-sided Warbler - abundant.

44. Black=-pol VWarbler - fairly common,

45, Prairie Warbler - Common.

46, Oven-bird - Perhaps the most common warbler.

47, -Louisiana Water-Thrush - abtundant. Two nests were found. One con-
tained young just hatched, and one egp, the other half grown young.
The song of the Louisiana Water-Thrush was one of the most common
notes heard about the camp.
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48. Kentucky Vinrbler - several.

49, Maryland Yellow-throat - common.

50. Yellow-brecsted Chat - several werc seen.

51. Hooded Varbler - fairly common.

62. Canada Viarbler - common.

53. Redstart - fairly cormon.

54, Meacdowlark - scarce in the mountains.

55. Beltimore Oricle- several.

56. Orchard Oriolc - one.

57. Purple Grackle - scarce in the mountains.

58. Scarlet Tanager - fairly common above the clcvation of 3000 fect.

59. Summer Tanager - one.

60. Rosec-brecsted Grosbeak - several woere secn.

6l. Cardinal - common.

62. Indigo Bunting - a few.

63. Gouldfinch - abundant.

64. Red-eyed Towhee - several were scen. One nest, containing eggs, was
found.

65. Caroline Junco - severnl were found above an elevation of 3000 feet.
Evidently theoy were nesting.

66. Chipping Bparrow - rare in the mountains., Aill sparrows were very
rore.

67. Field Sparrow - the most cormon sparrow in the nountains.

68. White-throated Sparrow - scarce,
69, Swamp Sparrow - one seen, at an elcvation of about 2800 feet.

James K. Sydnor,
Assembly's Training School
Richmond, Virginia

Williem B. Ward,
Orange, Virginia.

=== =000 00000000 - =~

RED CROSSBILLS AT LEXINGTON, VILGINIA

R has long been known that the Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) is a
bird of erratic occurrence. So much so is this true that several years ago the
Crossbill from Sitka, aAlaske appeared in Washington, D, C.

I have spent several years in the central part of New York State and dur-
ing these years, only two records of an invasion of thesc birds were called to
my attention. I had never seen the birds until this year when a small invasion
of this species visited the area near Cornell University.

During my spring vacation, April 2, 1941, Miss Sally Foresman and I visit-
ed my family in Lexington. Vhile there but threce deys, we spent most of our time
in the field photographing and studying the birds. Our greatest surprise was
when on April 3, we found a flock of twenty-seven Red Crossbills in a small pine
tree not more than fifteen feet from a road about threc miles northwest of Lex-
ington. While watching these birds feeding on the seeds in the pine cones, a
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small

flock of nine birds of both sexcs drifted down to a mud puddle ten feet from

where we were standing. Here they slowly and deliberately drank for several min-

utes,
These
flock-

allowing us ample time to make very close ancd interesting observations.
few svon flew up to another small pine and were joinel by the rest of the
They continued to mill around in the top of this tree for aobout ten min-

utes before they flew off to a cluap of pines on a nearby hill, calling as they

went,

J. Southgante Y. Hoyt,
Laboratory of Ornithology,
Cornell Uniyorsity, Ithaca, N. ¥

- ===00000000 = = = =
Virginia Field Notes

Lynchburg, A female Northern Phalarope was seen here on May 12, 1941.

It was cbserved with a 30x telescope.

Ruskin S. Frecr.

Charlottesville. March 21, fifst Towhoe in the city; it has bcen ab-

sent all winter. April 7, to 22nd, American Grossbills, obout twenty, at the
University. April 7, Yellow-throated Varblor. April 27, Surmer Tanager. Me ey
1, Vhitc-crowned Sparrow.

Martin S. Curtler.

Appomattox County. - Near Bent Creek. April 14, Prairie Horned Lark,

singing from & fence post, thus probably indicatlnb a brogaing station.

Je Je Murray.

Amherst County. June 2, Vecry nest, bird incubating two eggs, at abous

3500 feet on the Carcinal mountain.

Mrs. J. J. Murray
«=-==00000000= = = =
In Memory of Wirt Robinson

Meny of the friends and admirers of Colunel Virt Robinson will be glad to

know that a beautiful and suitable memorial has been built for hin at West Point.

I had

the pleasurc of seeing this memorial cn a recent trip to the United States

Military Acadeny.

The memoriel, which is located not far from the Chapel, takes the form of

a bird pool in the corner of the terraccd gardens. Vater runs over a moss-cover-
ed rock into a shallow pool. At the right stands a small bronze group of ducks,

male,

femals, and young. In front is a low, rcugh stone with a small bronze

plaque, in the center of which is o simple inscription:
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THE WIRT ROBINSON MEMORIAL
A gift to the Military .icademy

From the friends of
Colonel Virt Robinson, Professor, U.S.M.A.
In affectionate remembrance of his
Eminent attainments in the Natural Sciences
And of his
Groat love of nature and of wildlife
1540

Around the edges of the plaque are reliefs of wild animals --- hirds,
mammals, fish, and a butterfly.

Colonel Robinson was a distinguished Virginian, For twenty-two years.
from 1906 to 1928, he taught chemistry at West Point. In his special field, th=2
chemistry of explosives, he attained high distinction. All his holiday perio-is
were used in the study of natural history, particularly birds. He was an Associ
ate of the Americen Omnithologistt!s Union from 1897, and a member from 1901.

Quitc as remarkable as his ability in his profession and in his life-icm;:
avocation of ornithology was his genius for friendship, to which this memorial i=
a spontaneous tribute. Two of his o0ld students in VWashirgton had told me about
the memorial; and there was evident affoction in the way in which they spoke cf
him. The same admiration and affection was shown by one of the workmen in the
Academy grounds. VYhen I asked him if he could showme thc way to this memoriai
he answered: "That I can. I knowed him well., He was a good man, and I knowed
he would've 1likei that duck". He went on to speak proudiy of his association
with Colonel Robinson, and of the Colonel's kindness to him.

J. J. Murray

(Because of its special interest to Virginiens this sketch, which appeared in the
Auk, January 1941, pages 132-133, is here reprinted.)

-=-=-=-=0000000 = = =
Wirt Robinson Indian Collection

The Wirt Rotinson collection of morc than 20,000 items of Virginia Indien
remeins, considerced one of the mest representative groups ever assembled in the
State, has been ucruired by the Jamestown Island Museum of Coleonial National His-
torical Park, according o The Dezember issue of The Regional Review, published
by the National Park Serviceo, Region 1, here.
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The late Colonel Robinson, who was an instructor in the natural sciences
at the U. S, Military Academy, was said to have spent his vacations at his home
near Winginan on the Jumes River and most of the obgucts in the collection came
from Indien Sites in tho ncighborhood.

The magazine article stated that the area which supplied the artifacts
in the collection had bocn identified on Captain John Smitnis map as the village
or district of Monchassanugh. "The inhabitants," the article explained, "chipped
native stone for weapons and many of their carefully worked arrowheads and spear-
heads are in the collecction. There are crudely chipped stone hocs, pots and
dishes of clay, and several massive vessels of sandstonc. Beads and gorgets are
well represented, as well as pottery discs, which, it is believed, were used o3

counters in games".

Colonel Robinson's extensive notes will be photocopied as a permanent
record of the collection, considered culturally significant, and placeiin the

museum.
(From the Times-Dispatch, Richmond, Virginia, January 14, 1941.)
~===00000000C0C - - - -

ORNITHOLOGY LABORATORY NOTEBOOK - By Arthu:r A. Allen. Comstock Publish
ing Company, Inc., Ithaca, N. Y. Fourth Edition, 1941. 204 pages plus 32 Fazcs
of plates, colored map frontispiece, and many maps and illustrations. When on=
picks up a book with Dr. Allen's name on the cover he feels it will fulfill its
purpose satisfactorily. That expectation is abundantly justified in this case.
Unlike Dr. Allen's former books, this is not a book for litarary enjoyment, bui -
working menual. It is just what its title 1ndlcat=q a leboratory notebook; an?
as such should prove very useful not only to teachers o ornithology but also ¢
all biology teachers who wish to bring into their ccurses scme emphasis on oras-
thology. The frontispiece is a large colored faunci m=p f Jderth America. The
illustrations, which are good, are from photographs or “rem skeuches by Leoais A
Fuertes, Miles Pirnie and William Montagna. The bocik proviler general diagrams
of birds, external and skeletal; an illustratei key t> the o-dars of Forth Amer-
ican blrds, a key to nests, w1th photographs; 1ife his*cry charts to be filled
in; field check lists; and outline drawings of 188 species.

J. J. Murray
=2 = D000 0000 s ==a<

The Editor nas been tryirg ceo secure for the Wilson Club library at the
University of Mishizan a sorpiste set oi Tle iaven. There are still certain geps
in the file which has Yeen sert them coasisting of the following numbers: Vol. 1
1930, April, June, Juvgusi., Sentarier, Noiclker. Vol. II. 1931, May, June. Vol. III,
1932, January. Y-~i. iV. i%3:, 'rovtarv Vel. VI. 1935, June. If any members
have copies of th.se nianers 7tk 1hey; ¢ no+ need the Editor would like very much
to have then.
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. The Life History of the Brown Thresher
By Edna Becker

This paper is a summary of a thesis prepared in connection with work to-
ward an M.:S. degree at Cornell University. The work was fairly comprehensive--
including o study of the available literature, analysis of the Biological Survey
barding records and food habits data, as well as an intensive observation of the
five pairs of thrashers nesting on the Hollins College, Virginia, campus during
the scason of 1940. The pairs are numbered in their order of nesting. The adults
{cight of the ten) were banded with Biological Survey and colored celluloid bands
in such a way that each could bo readily identificd, The young were weighed and
measured daily and werc marked individually with colored yarn, around the neck
for the first week, and then, when banded, the yarn was tied to the band. This
made it possible to follow post-nesting activities. The first young thrasher to
be reared had pink yarn and is the one referred to as "Pink",

Classification

The thrasher is in the family Mimidae or mockers. t was one of the
last of the Passerine groups to have been given full family rank - by Ridgway in
1907, Before this the group had been included first with the wrens, Troglodyti-
dae, then with the thrushes, Turdidac, and later with the wrens again, ihe
presence of rictal bristles in the Mimidae diffcerentiate thom from the wrens. The
booted tarsus and rudimentary first primary of the thrushes are lacking in the
thrashers, The prcsent lMimidee family, which stands between Troglodytidae and
Turdidae in the A. O. U. check-list, includes three genera--}imus, Dumetcllo, and
Toxostoma--represented in eastern United States by the mockingbird, cutbird and
brovm thrasher rcspectively.

The thrasher genus is characterized primarily by the bill, (generic name
is derived from the Latin toxon meaning bow und stoma meaning mouth) which is in
2ll specics long and varies in degree of curvature from T. rufum, which is the
straightest ©o T. dorsale dorsale (Crissal Thrasher) which is much decurved. The
genus Toxostoma has its conter of distribution-in south western United States and
icxico. Of the cight species and six sub-specics (not counting T.r. longicauda,
the western sub-species of our eastern thrasher) only onc, Toxostoma rufum, is

BB
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found east of the Mississippi. It is one of the rclatively few spccies which is
confined almost entirecly to the castern United States. Whilc there are brecding
records for southera Canada, I could find no roferencas to ivs occurrence south
of the United States.

Habits At Night

The sleeping time of thrashers, as of most bYird.; veiweides vory close-
ly with the daily period of darkmess since they "go to bved" rt dusiz cod “gev up’
at dawn. It is likely that they necd this full pericd of roust since the daylight
hours must nceds be a constant vigil. The charces are thel :du"t thrachors
snatch a foew "cat-naps" during the day as the young cfica do. Hewever, “icze
poeriods of relaxation are negligible or lacking cntiro:y curing the nestirg period.
At no time in my observation of cither incubation or bicnuwiung did 1 fund ¢ vhrash-
er aslcep at his post. The importance of an cncmy-frce Territoiry at night is ap-
parcntly realized by thrashers since at dusk and also at de:m they resent intrusion
rmuch more than during the daylight hours. This is raniforted in Lhe use of their
hoarse, guttural scold-rather than the usual kissing note---as long as an intruder
is anywhere noar. An approach to the nest or to the sleeping cusrters at a dis-
tance which, during the day, is no cause for alarm, is promptly and continuously
answered by this unpleasant expression of disapproval.

For sleeping, thrashers assume a squatting position on a well-concealed
branch of a bush. Female F#2 was observed thus, low in a dense syringe tangle.
Pair #1, during the first part of the nesting period--before there were eggs or
young to care for--slept in the same hawthorn tree, the femnle a foot or two a-
bove the male on the same side of the trec.  In both these cases, the sccond nest
of the season was built in the seme tree or bush--almost in the same spot--in
which they chose to spend the night before the first nest duties were started.
This would indicate that thrashers arc careful to choose a wcll-protected spot in
which to spend the night. It looks, too, as though it is the female who chooses
the spot. It is she who no doubt chooses the place for the second nest since she
does all the work comnected with it--the masle ecoring for the first brood--and the
second nest is often placed where both birds originally spend the night.

Sleeping with the "head under the wing" (really with the head turned and
the Lill placed between scapulars and dorsal tract) was obscrved numerous times in
Rufus, my pet young thrasher. Often he vould "teeter" from side to sidc when
slecping. I was unable to determine whether or not thesc habits ure general with
thrashers.

Hebitx During Storms

Brown thrashers arc much like most peoble as fer os reaction to storm
is concerned. They are scnsible enough to keep under shclter when thie onslaught
of Tthe elcnents is too severc for comfort, but thoroughly enjoy the feel of a
gentle "April shower". Seoveral times I hove 'seen thrashors who continued to sing -
regardless of a shower having come up. Other times thrashers would bogin to sing
while a shower wus in progress., Ounce, when a hord shower come up rather suddenly,
female #4 stayed out in the open ficld where she wos feeding, jumped around and
epparently enjoyed it. :
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i.ctive Tonlness fou
2irne--he had

Enjoyment of showers fits in with a thrashe.'s ir
bathing. Using Rufus, the captive young thrasher, os en cszerpl
never scen a large dish of water, much less hal he wi“nescel =
but it wes scarcely two hours after the water dish was oo
he took a thorough bath, splashing water for a radlus cf at

Dust baths are somctincs teken. too.

themselves of parasites. Thoe only dust bath I witncsss: _ e ariod
of observation was by female #1, who utilized fos; the puricaz *he uatravelliud Jird
road near the nest. It was nest #1 (and #5) which ha-bered the oaly peivelices I

es
cncourteraed, so it would seem thet they might have becn the impetus of such bo-
havior.

ternal Parasites

Birds are susccptible to parasitism by bird liece and by mites, the lat-
ter being the only type I found in the handling of five pairs of Shrashers and
their young. It apnears that if the¢ varent birds are infested, the nest; and +the
young, too, will soon be over-run with the mites. gince mitcs are blood--suckors,
it is inevitable that they are a drain upon the encrgy of their hests, who suffer
donsiderably as a result. The birds which harbor these parasites do their Lest
to rid themselves of them, mainly by picking them off with their bill. Infesta-
tion of the young gives an added burden (as well as food supply) to the parents
since after nearly cvery trip to the nest with food they pause for a moment and
pick some of the mites from the young and from the nest. The ycung birds begin to
pick their own end ecach other's mites by the time they arc a2 weck old.

Since perasites weaken a bird and since a wecak bird is morc susceptible
to attack by parasites than a healthy one, the infusted bird is at a decided dis-
advantage. Blue, The weakest of the young of pair #1 (weighed the least), left
the nest along with the others but was almost too weak to stond up and made little
attempt to fly. In a few hours it was desd and I found that it was literally
covered with mites which were, apparently, the dircct cause of death.

=7 Keeping Cool

To compensate for their laclk of sweat glands, birds (thrashcrs not ex-
cepted) have the habit of kecping their mouths open on really hov days. This wes
first observed on May 7, which wos our first hot day, and was obsorved thereafior
whenever the weather was uncomfortatly hot. On the 8%th, pair ;i was perched in
a tree, both with mouths hcld open. Later the same day, the female wes broeding
(just straddling the young) with mouth open and the malé was secrching for food
with his mouth still open. He cven atteiapted, open~mouthsd, -to eatsa a flying in-
sect. Young birds., both in the nest ard soon’'after leavinc g, were nbscerved do-
ing the same thing. In extrerme lLeat the feathers nre ruffled tou expose to tho air
as much of the skin, particulerly tlie region of the oil glancd, as is possible.

£
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Longevity

The banding records of the Unitcd State Biological Survey (Fish and Wild-
life Service) furnish the only records we have which are of value in determining
the age of wild birds. Of the more than 1500 thrasher returns, the oldest record-
ed thrasher was one banded August 19, 1926 and retoken at the same station (Waynes-
ville, N. C.) on May 22, 1935, Another thrasher was retaken eight years after .
banding, Such cases are the exception rather then the rule, however,

Individunl Differences
Thrashers living in the seame area show definite individualitys ~ The most

noticeable point of difference was in their reaction to me--the degree of wariness
shown toward intruders. This varied from the decidedly pugnacious and offensive
attitude of Pair #1, both of whom tended pretty much to the business of caring
for the young while I was there and who made no bones about fighting me--struck.
me any number of times on the hand, back and head--to the mere defensive, scold-
ing sttitude of pair #3, hoth of whom would leave the nest when I was still a con=
siderable distance from it and refuse to go back until sometime after I had gone.
This pair stayed away from the newly-hatched young for on hour and a half becauss .
I had weighed them. In the case of nest #1, I had to watch for o chance to take
the young out of the nest since they were so carefully guarded. While there was. -
yet only one egg in the nest, male #1 went back on to incubate five minutes after
I had chased him off in order to mark it, Pair 32 reacted differently from both.
of these others., While they stayed near the young and were always ready to pro- '
tect them, this police duty seemed to absorb thelr whole energy. At least the
young received very littlc food when I was around; the parents were too busy scold-
ing me. Pair #4 showed a difference from the "normal" in that the male did much
of the incubating of the eggs. It was the exception to find any of the other
males on the nest, but after finding male {4 in the process of incubating the eggs
every time I approached the nest for several days in a row, I had about concluded

" that the female had cither deserted or been killed, and that -the male had undere
taken to do double duty. This was a false alarm, however, since the female soon

_ re-appeaared,

The differences between male and female thrashers ere definite, and
apporently quite consistently uniform. All five males were easily trapped--food -
--end the young both being effective bait. None of the fcmales entered the trap
to feed the young; two of them went in it to feed--female #/2 being caught along -
with the male (who had alrcady been banded); female 74 the day after the male
was caught.' The other three never would enter the trap and two of them remained
unbanded-~#1 being caught in a nest trap.

That interest in these later phases of the reproductive cyole reach
their peak earlier in the female then in the mele was quite evident. The female
ordinarily shows more interest than the male during the time of ineubation and
until the young are nearly ready to leave the. nest., This interest ssems to lag

: then end by the time the young leave the nest and soon after, it is the male who
s assumes the main responsibility. It is the male, also, who shows the first in-
~ “terest in territory and nest building.

K Song and Call Notes

B N'«: .
A The song of the brown thrasher would, from its very nature, cdmmms -at-
tedtioh regardless of where it were delivered, since it may be heard for half a
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mile. Add to this the fact that the thrasher loses his characteristic shyness
when he sings and mounts to the highest perch, from wherc he may be seen and
heard by 211, and we have an idea as to the reason for his fame as a songster.
Besides, he is of great endurance and often sings for long periods at a time.

I heve heard thrushers sing for as long as forty-five minutes with hardly a break.

When the urge to sing overtakes a thrasher, it apparently takes effect
irmazdiately since often he does not wait to begin singing uniil he has reached
his final perch. Meny times I have seen thrashers, who hed started to sing
while on the ground or in a low bush, move progressively up--either in one tree
(if it were high enough) or in several--singing 2ll the while. The increase in
fervor is apparent then not only in the song itself; which grows more and moro
determiged, but in the actions and bechavior of the bird, who becopmps ever more
absorbed in his singing. Quite ofton it is true that the hlghgr/%erch from which
a thrasher sings, the longer will the concert last.

Unfortunatecly, these mad fits of singing arc of comparatively short
seasonal duration--cnding almnost simultaneocusly with the choosing of & mate and
the oconsequent begimning of nesting duties. Before mating, when singing and
feeding are the chief daylight pastimes, the two occur intermittently. The sing-
ing periods arc then long-continued (15 nminutes to half an hour being the average
duration); the perches are tall trees or telegraph wires.. Although early morn-
ing and late afternoon are the favorite times for singing, the male thrasher is
s0 intent upon acquiring a mate that he sings almost continuously throughout the
day until he has succceded in his purpose. Oncec hc has a mate, the thrasher no
longer needs to proclain his prescnce and his singing promptly diminishes. There
is a slight recurrence of song~-but not rendered so cnthusiastically nor from so
high a perch, as a rule--after nest-building is well started ond again when the
cgrs are about rcady to hatch. Quite often, too, the male sings briefly, near
the nest, immediately after he has becn incubating. He sometimes uscs a very
low singing, combined with a call note, to urge the fumale to leave the nest when
it is his turn to incubate. 4 fow days after the young arc out of the nest, the
male resumes singing to some extent--sometimes even using a high perch again,
After July 1, when nesting is usually ovur, thrasher son s arc rarc indeed. I
have, however, heard thrashers sing the "whisper song" as late as the latter part
of September--just before deperting for their wintcr home. This is the regular
thrasher song but sung vory softly with closed bill, making a melody which is

"incspressibly sweet but which can be heard only when very near them".*

(#"Some Florida Birds", by F. i. Roe, Bird-Lore, 6: 188)

The brown thrasher is not one of those few species in which the fenale
sings equally ds well as the male, The female thrashcr does sing, howover, and
on occasion, can conpectec quite successfully with the male in =all except endur-
ance end loudncss. It was while thc eggs of nest #l werc hatching that I first
heard female #1 sing. Some time later, about the timc the young left the nest,
she again sang--softly but definitely--and the male answered her. A month later,
when they had their third set of eggs, female 3l sang louder than the male in
onswer to his soft olngln&. : ]

A1l thrashers--regardless of sex or age (excepting nestlings)-—seem to
be cqually adept at rendering the thrashcr call notes. These consist of a
whistled wheeu, which may be given in ono, two or three syllables, as whetu, whet-u,
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or whe-6-u, the last rescnbling somewhat the pee-a-wee of the wood pewee; the loud
kissing note, which is promptly used at the epproach of an intruder and which is
recsponsible for the bird being spoken of as the "great American chipper";* third-
ly thers is the haarse guttural note, "half a hiss and half a whlstle" ** which
is uscd mainly a dusk and again at dawn.

The first mentioned of these, the whistled wheeu, in its various modifi-
cations, is the principal call note of the birds, being used by parents in "talk-
ing" to the young and to each other. The sccond, the kissing note, is somectines
used as a call note, also--to announce to the young the approach of food, etc,--
but is used chicfly as a notice of warning or disapproval tc intruders. The
gutturel sound is, apparcntly, used almost exc1u31vely to express disapproval--
Pparticularly in early morning or at dusk. ,

Territory

The male thrashers ordinarily arrive in the breeding area several weeks
chead of the females. They nigrate singly, as a rule. As soon as a suitable
site is reached, the male begins to announce to the world--particulerly to other
males of his kind--where his sclected territory is. He does this by singing
loudly from a high perch. Should anocther male appear too close, he increases the
volume and ferventness of his singing, in an attompt to out-do the intruder. The
closer the sclected territories are, the more frequent and the more violent will
the conflicts be. In most territorial disputes which I witnessed the original
occupant asscrted his rights vigorously when an intruder appeared but before long
they tolerated each other so long as the intimecy was not too close. This rela-
tionship persisted throughout the nesting peried--toleration so long as the other
remained at a safe distance. 4As svon as any thrasher came tov close to a nest,
however, both male and female would be cqually prompt to chase away the intruder.
This happcned secveral tines in my observation. -

When there is rivalry between two males for a single female, territorial
boundaries are tempcrarily forgottcn--both males keeping near the female regard-
less of whose teorritory she mey cnter. Male 74, who had previously lost in such
a situation to male #2, met a similar fote with male #5 in spite of going to the
farthest limit of the latter's territory in additicn to singing valiantly,

As soon as 2ll nesting activitics are over for the season, territory is
no longer important. Apparently, it is customary for the female, with hzlf of
the young, to leave the territery within a few days after the young arc fledged,
if no second nest is contemplated. Female #3, with two young, and female 74,
with one, both left their respective territories on the second day after the
young had come off thc nest, and were not seen after that.

Courtship and Mating

Thrasher courtship is simple--lacking in antics and display--and con-
sists mainly of song. Actual mating does not usually ccecur until after nest-
building has been started. In pair 34 it was first obscrved just twenty-four
hours before egg #f1 was laid. For the sccond clutch of cggs of pair #1, mating

* Birds and Paets, by Burroughs, 1904; p. 114
*# The Birds of Eastern North America, by Maynerd; 1879; p. 21.
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occurred tiorc than threc full days boforce the first egg appeared. In both cases
it took plece on the ground--the female squatting low in the grass, wings quiver-
ing viclently; the male &ll&btlpg over her. The whole procodure lasted just a
few scconds,

The Nest

In nmy observation it was usually the male who had the final say in re-
g-rd to location of the first nest and the female who sclected subsequent nest
sites. Choice of a site is announced by the bird carrying a stick or leaf intc
the sclected spot. The mate must bLe satisfied with the other's choice before
he or she will coopsrcte.

Once the sitc has becen selected, the hirds do net, .as-a rule, .proceed
with active building at once. They work short periods at o time with numerous
ilong internmissions for fecding, This applies chicfly to early nests since
these are built, usually, with more care than later ones. This difference in
time between early and late nests is well showvm by pair #1, who nosted thrce -
times.

Date Started Egg Nn. 1 No. of Days
Nest No. 1 April 7 —april 21 sgsm: e
Nost No. 2 Moy 21 Moy 26 5
Nest No. 3 June 18 Junc 20 2

The nunmber of days refers to the tinmo clapsing between the time the first .
stick was brought and the laying of the first cgg. In no case was the full time
used in actual building. In the case of nest 71, the birds were away from the
nest so ruch that, morc than once, I had given it up as deserted. Nest #2 was
rnade partially from nosting matcrlul teken fron nest #1l. HNest #3 was an old nest
slightly repaired.

The Eggs

Egzs in the same. cluteh are usually quite similar in coloration and
markings. However, eggs in two clutches from the same femule may vary from brovm
to a definite greenish. This was truc in the case¢ of pair #l--the first eggs
were green, the second bruvm. I found that four was the usual number for first
sets, and three for second and third sets. Removing cne egg did not stimulate
further disposition.

Therc scems to be a definite correlaticn between length of season and
nunber of broods. In the northern statecs the thrasher is ordinarily a single
brooded species-~due, no doubt, to the lateness in getting started. Further
south they regularly imve two broads ‘aad ogeesionally threc. Iﬁ'Virsinia the - !
ones which begin early have more than one brood; those which-are 1oqg in acquir- -
ing e mate ordinarily have but cone brood.

In the ncsts I observed the incubation period was eleven days for one
nest and twelve days for four, counting from the day the last egg was laid until
the first was hatched. This nakes the truc period of incubation longer than the
timo indicated sinee incubation often begins with the laying of the first ogg.
Without exception, the fertile eggs in each nest for which complete deta were
knovm hatched in the order in which they were laid. Tho femele doves most of the
incubating--the rmle taking his turn, however, so the female can feed. The malc
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is ordinarily quite coopcrative in this and was often observed waiting his turn

and e¢ven urging the female to leave since she is often rcluctant to do so--espce-
jally when the nest is being watchod--and on one occasion female 3l resisted 13
hours of coaxing by the malc without leaving hor post. This was the day before

the eggs hatched and both birds ordinarily showed increased intercst in them--pro-
brbly because they could feel movement within--at this time. Both would make their
fecding periods shorter then and would come back to tho nest anxicus to incubunte.
It was evident that the female didn't completcly trust her devcloping offspring

to her mate. Sometimes she would get off the eggs temporarily when the male wes
therc to assist and then, instead of going off to feed, would come back on the eggs
without having gone more than a foot away. Perhaps she was justified in her dis-
trust of his behavior, since the mule is always more prone to desert his post when
disturbed and will leave the eggs more readily than does the female. He often

gets off, too, without giving her any indication of his intcended departure, whercas
the female is likely to be sure he is at hand before she leaves. 4lso the female
gets on the egss more readily than the male.

Calling, interspersed with very low singing, is the male's method of
telling the female he wants his turn at incubating. The female ordinarily calls,
sometines quite lowdly, if the male stays away too long. Once in a while she sings
in en effcert to call him. The male somctines sings briofly from a ncarby bush af-
ter he has finished his turn at incuboting. ilthough he gets off the eggs more
readily than the female, he oftcn makes & bigger fuss when the eggs or young are
disturbed. When I marked ogg #4 in nest 72, the nale made such a loud ond plain-
tive disturbance that two yellow warblers and one yellowthroat came to the nest to
investipate.

Once the shell has been pipped enough to make an opening, it does not
usually take long for the bird to make his appearance. In the case of rnest 33,
all but one of the four eggs had hatched by 8:00 A. M. The remaining cgg showed
no signs of hatching. At 8:30 the sholl was broken all the way around except for
1/8 inch. The shell is split into two halves~-the smaller one beinpg at the narrow
end. It is this "cap" which is pushed off first, the body of the bird remaining
in the lower shell until, by struggling with its wings, it com work its way. out.
The porents do not assist in the hoatching in any way--except kecping the nest warnm--
but watch the process with greet interest--looking in the nest every few minutes
during the struggle. As soon as the young bird is frec, its shell is removed--
carried off by one of the parents; Part of the shell of egg #1 in nest #1 was found
48 fcet from the nest. in egg which does not hateh is left in the nest during the
entire period of development., At least, that is what happened in nest 32, where
the third egg was infertile.

The Young

At the time of hatching the average length of (13 birds) was 51 nm.;
weight (average of 14) was 4.9 grams. Tho tail feathers are the only mature ones
which arc through the skin and these are only about 1/16 inch long. The dovm fea-
thers, which are much in cvidence on the dorsal side, are brownish-gray and about
% inch long. Underncath nowly-hatehed thrashcrs arc noked except for a row of white
down, usually consisting of ten feathers, on cither side of the lower abdomen and

a tuft of three white dowmn feathers on either side postero-lateral to the anus.
- Y
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At threo days, the cyes begin to open, the birds start to wriggle when handled
and also cling to cbjcets with their elaws. .11 prinerics, primary coverts, se-
condaries, greater and middle coverts are through the skin snd the ventral tract
is almcst roady to break through. Thc primery sheaths are l/B inch long.

By the time the birds are fivec days old, thoy definitely have a will
of their own and begin to got difficult to weigh and nmeasure. It was at this
age thaot I began putting them in a sock for weighing.

It is at nine days thet the youny first show a definite fear instinct--
try to escape, cry, "frceze" in the nest and in general are quite uananegecble.
Some leave the nest at this time but ten days is the time when most of the birds
leave, By this tine the tail feathers are 3§ inch long, down feathers are still
attzched to the juvenile plumage, the bill begins to be delinitely eurved, and
the egp; tooth is almost gone but usually still visible.

During the nestling period both parcnts share the duties of feeding and
sanitation but the female does most of the brouding.

When first out of the nest the young stay on the ground or low in the
bushes. They stay in one place unless disturbed, waiting to be fed. They are
well-behaved children--being quict (no scund being heard except & faint food
c¢all when the parent is there with food) and obedient to every suggestion of the
parents. They are proficient in the art of "freezing" in pecsition tec avoid de-
tection and tend to point their bill upward which helps in the dissimulation.

It is possible to get within a few feet of them but it is difficult, if not impos-
sible, to catch them. For a week or more the young do not venture beyond the
sheltered area where they ore taken by the parents--except when the fenale with
half the young, lcaves the territory for geod. The young of peir #1 stayed in

o honcysuckle tangle within a radius of 25' for about two weeks. :

The young are aware of danger by the time they leave the nest and pro-
tect themseclves without a suggestion from the parent. This was alsc illustrated
by Pink. I had entered the honeysucklc tungle where he was without being secn
by thc male whe wes caring for him but had been noticed by Pink. The male cane
with food and colled to Pink but received no response. Pink kept perfectly still
until I left several minutes later.

By the time the young have teen out of the nest o weck they run and fly
from limb te limb very readily but still stay ia a small area and don't try long
flizhts. They allow intrusion only to about six feet or less. The appearance at
this time seemed to me tc be quite wren-like because of the tail, which is about
onc ond onc-half inches long and ot times is held quite upright. The birds eore
still being fed regularly but are learaing to fecd .themselves. By the timec they
have been out of the nest seven days, the young can scold quite cffcctively but
not quite so loudly as the adults. s

Young thrashers, by the time they are cut of the nust fifteon to twenty
days, have a tail about two and one-half inchcs long and look very rmch like adults.
However, the plunage is fluffier and they orec, of course, less steady in perching
ond Tlying. The tail tends to bob up and down considerably as an aid in balanc-
ing. The most.obvious differcnce between the young and adults, by the time the
young are full grown, is the color of the eyes. The ycllow iris is not sequired
until the end of the first surmor. The young begin to fced themselves by this
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by this time but the male was scen with them as late as ninoteen days ocut of the
nest.

Pink was observed up to the timc he had been out of the nest fifty days
(sixty-one days old). Vhen hc had been out of the nest twenty-five days, he was
seen feeding on the ground just a fow feet from the nest. He was scratching for
food with his bill and then squatted on a link of the apple tree overhanging the
nest. He cven tried, unsuccessfully, to catch a flying insect.

Curicsity and fearlessness seem to be characteristics of young thrash-
ers. On the twenty-sixth day out of the ncst Pink looked so much like an-adult
that I first mistook hin for female #4--until T saw the dark, rather than yellow,
cve, Closer observation revealed the pink yarn on his band. He was listening
to the song of nmale #4, who apparently didn't like the intrusion since he chased
Pink just as nuch as would have onother adult. Pink, however, came back for
more. Five days later (forty-two days old) Pink was seen with male #2, who was
more tolerant of his company--chased him just once when he came too close--and
even scolded ne awocy to protect hin as he would his owm young. This time Pink
was seen to chase a song sparrow which had been near where he was feeding. The
parents (pairstl) had not been scen for several days. Apparently, then, by the
time the young have been out of the nest a month they are comploetely independent
and "on their owm".

A strange young thrasher about the same age as Pink likewise cxcmpli-
ficd both thesc characteristics. He was observed about two Teet from two young
screcch owls and was scolding loudly. Ee used both types of scolding note char-
acteristic of adult thrashers. Other birds had been scolding at the owls but
the young thrasher came the nearest and stayed the longest.

Parental Care

Sincc all the young of a breod rurely leavc the nest at the sanme time,
it is necessary for the parents to divide their cnergies. In every casg where I
‘observed the young leaving the nest it was the female who cared for those which
left first. This happened in “thc case of nests #1, 2 and 3. Both young of nest
J4 left without ny witnessing the departurc and in the case of nest 75--the only
one which was rnore than a few feet above the ground and from which, therefore, the
young would rcquire additional assistence in leaving--both adult birds seemed to
talke cqual respeonsibility in coaxing the young and both of them stayed together
until all had left the nest.

The male and female care for the young jointly the first two days af-
ter thcy leave the nest although cach takes particular interest in certain ones
of the young--dividing the number equally when possible. The male usually as-
swnes most of the responsibility at this time, however. In the case of nest #1,
where threec young were successfully fledged, the nale cared for two and the fe-
male for one.

In cases where a second nest is built the female relinquishes the young
in her care to the male--usually the second day after the first brood is out. g
Thereafter, the male has almost complete care of the young and the female tends
to the second™nest, building it and incubating the eggs without much assistance
from the male. Pairs #1 and j2 did this.
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When no second nest is made, the pair usueally separate--each with half
the young--after two days. Female #3, with two young, end female #4, with one
young, both disappeared completely from tho territory on the sccond day after the
young were fledged.

After the young are completcly independent (about a month out of the
nest) they leave thc home torritory and wander around by themselves. Pink (of
nest #1) was seon in the territory of pair 2 and of j4. Also, by this time, the
parcnts are tolerant of the young but not willing to have them interfere too
much. Thus, Pink, perched on the apple tree which overhung the nest where he was
hetched, watchod his parcents begin their third nest. (He had been out of the nest
44 days.) As long es Pink stayed in the trce (fiftean feet from the adults) it
was alright, but when he flcw down and joinod them, the fenale irmediately chased
him off. This happencd again, later the samc day, when Pink approached the new
nest site.

Summary of Nesting Activities

The reproductive capacity of the brovm thrasher may be regarded as
the percent of eggs which become fledglings. This figure is much higher than
would be the case could we deternmine how many fledged birds reach adulthood,
since the post-nesting period is nearly es precarious for young birds as the time
*spent in the nest. The five pairs of thrashers studied had nine nests between
them and laid a total of 30 eggs. Two nests, containing a total of 4 cggs, ‘were
deserted; 1 egg was broken; and another infertile. another set (containing 3
cggs) was in the process of being incubated when I left tho area so no further
data wecre obtained. Of the 22 eggs in the 6 nests which were observed throughout
the incubation and nestling pericds, 21 hatched. Of these, 15 young birds --
687% -- left the nest. Of these 15, however, onc died within a few hours, and it
is practically ccrtain that two more, at least, died within the first few days=-
at least they were not secn again in spite of thorough searching as well as ob-
servation of the parcnts. This lcaves an estimate of two offspring surviving to
the fladgling stage from each pair.

Conclusions

There are a few apparently new contributions which this study has added
but, since birds are individuel creatures, observations made on o few pairs may
be only the cxception rather than the rule of thrasher behavior. Those observa-
tions are given as tentative, therefore, subject to further observation and ver-
ification elscwhcere. These include:

1-The male ordinerily vhooscs the first nest site; the fbm&lc selects

subsequent ones.

2-The cell note, a whistlcd wheeu, may bc given in 1,2, or 3 syllables.

- The significance of the three difrlercnt versions was ‘not determined.

3-Tho male and female are practically identical in eppearance but, if
there is a difference, it is the female which is more vividly colored.
Thie chief differcnce is in the breast streakings--the female usually
having more prominent ones than the male.

4-The fcmale sings, on occasion, and does a creditable job of it.

5-The young receive parental care for approximately a month after leav-

ing the nest, They rcmain in the home territery during most of this
time and are almost cntirely deperdent for the first weck, after
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JUNE BIRRBS OF
FAIRY STONE STATE PARK
By J. J. Murray

(This paper is dedicated to the memory of Merrian Garretson Lewis-
a good bird student, a good companion of many mountain trips, and
a good friend. When the fact was pointed out at the Harrisonburg
mecting of the Virginia Socioty of Ornithology that the Patrick-
Henry-Franklin County section was ornithologically one of the most
neglected regions of Virginia, Lewis proposed to take this region
as a study project. He was able to make only two brief trips to
the area; one in June to the Blue Ridge Parkway (The Raven, August-
Septomber, 1940, p. 47); and one in September to the Fairy Stono
State Park {The Raven, October, 1940, p. 61). The writer, as he
did the field work recorded below, felt that he was in part, at
least, carrying out the work that Lewis had planncd.)

In a paper cntitled "A Topographic Survey of Virginia Ornithology", read
at the Harrisonburg meceting of the Virginia Society of Ornithology, and published
in The Raven, Vol. XI, May-Junec, 1940, thc writor mentioned eight scections in Vir-
ginia needing special attontion. One of these was the Patrick-Henry-Franklin
County region, which has been entircely neglected by bird students and which be-
cause of its southern position and its low and broken type of mountain country
should be of special interest. Consequently, I looked forward with much pleasure
"to spending the weck of June 23-30, 1941, with my family at thc Fgairy Stone State
Park, which lies in the extreme north-eastern corner of Patrick County, near where
this county joins Franklin and Henry.

The Virginia Conservation Commission is due a great deal of credit for its
wisely planned end efficiently administered systom of state parks., Six of them,
so spaced as to serve the nceds of the whole population of the State, provide
splendid facilities for recreation and, incidentally, good opportunity for all
forms of nature study. Fairy Stone, like the twe other mountain parks, Douthat

i
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and Hungry Mother, has an attractive lakoc with a man-made sandy beach, camping and
picnic arens, and a limited number of comfortable and completely furnished log ca-
bins. Our cabin was set on a point in a grove of little pines almost at the water
edge. It was an idcal placc to rest after a long hiko., By day wo heard Yellow-
throated Warblers singing overhcad and the squawks of the Greon Herons as thoy
carried food to.their young, and at night we went to sleep to the songs of the Whip-
por-wills and tho screams of the Barred Owls down the lake.

Fairy Stono State Park takes its name from the famous fairy stones, brown
steurolite crosses, which are found only in that section, Therc are five thousand
acres in the park. The lake, which is the largest in the Statc system, covers one
hundred and sixty-eight acres. Mr. William Worthington, Park Custodian, told me
that ninety percent of the park is in forest., That estimate, if anything, is too
small. There is practically no open ground except for the recrcational areas. Tho
forest consists mostly of a mixed growth of pine and hardwoods, with somec pure
stands of pine. There arc many scattered white pines. 'Much of the area is cover-
ed with & thin cut over growth, which was once regularly swept by fire. Now that
the fire has been kept out for eight ycars - the forest is retaining much of its
original beauty. In places, particularly in tho ravines, there arc boautiful
beech woods and thick shade. The growth on the higher ridges is very scanty. On
some hillsides a dense growth of Mountain Laurel is found under pines, in which it
is a tough job to stalk an elusive warbler, The elevation at the lake is about
1,000 feet, the ridges generally going to 1,500 or 1,600 feet, and Little Mountaia,
the highest point in the park, rcaching some 2,000 fect., Of course, still higher
elevations are found as onc moves from the park toward the Blue Ridge, the crect
of which is twen%y nilcs away. The torritory in and around the park is broken
foothill country. 1In gencral the ridges are narrow, and very stcep, and the val-
lcys and ravines heuwcen correspondingly narrow. Rhododendron meximum grows puro-
fusely at tho lakc leovel and in the shady ravines, whilc Kalmia is found cverywherc
except on top of ithe dry ridges. The Rhododendron wes in full bloom whon we ar-
rived on thc 23rd, whilc only a fow last blossoms of Kelmia remained.

Tho florn has a definite Alleghanian tinge. In fact, the very atmosphere
of the park was nllepharian. We felt all the time that we were in a country higher
than the mop showed., The Avifuana, however, as will be seen by a study of the
list, is almost purely Carolinian. If the Zonal references in Dr. Chapman's
"Handbook" which apply to the spccies on this list arc consulted, and if the birds
are then excluded which have no zonal prefcrences or which are found in both the
Transition and Upper Austral Zones, such as the House Wren, and the Scarlet Tanager,
twenty birds will be left. Thesc twenty birds may be placed in four groups:

(1) Birds whose ranges arc Dofinitely Transition (#lleghanian), or Transi-
tion end Canadian. Only two birds fall in this group, the Least Flycatcher and the
Goldcn~winged Warbler (of which the idontification was not absolutoly certain). Dr.
Chapman's remarks on the Redstart, "meinly in the Cenndian and Transition Zones",
would place this bird here; but the Redstart breeds throughout the Upper Austral
in Virginia and so must be ignorcd in this analysis.

(2) Birds whose ranges are chicfly Upper Austral (Carolinian): Bowick's
Wron, Worm-eating Warbler, and Louisiana Water-thrush. All of these occasionally
move over into Transition Zone territory.
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(3) Birds whose ranges are Chiefly Austral, Upper and Lower: Yellow-
billed Cuckoo; White-eyed Vireo, Yeollow-breasted Chat, Grasshopper Sparrow., It
may be remarked that in Virginia the Chat is quite cormon even to the Upper limit
of the Transition, when its desired scrudb areas arc found.

(4) Birds whose ranges are Definitely Austral, Upper and Lower. We have
eleven in this group: Acadian Flycatcher, Carolina Chickadce, Tufted Titmouse,
Cerolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Yellow-throated, Prairie, Kentucky, and Hood-
ed Warblers, Summer Tanager, Cardinal. I should hesitate to 1limit a2ll of these as
Dr. Chapnan does to the Austral. In Virginia the Prairie Warbler, like the Chat,
goes far up into the Transition; and the Carolina Chickadec, Titmouse, and Hooded
Warbler, are all found breeding at times in Transition territory.

It will thus be seen that in spite of the surprising appearance of the
Least Flycatcher and the probable breeding of the Golden-winged arbler on some
of the ridges, the picturoc of the bird life of this foothill country is clearly up-
per Austral. There do not scem, moreover, to be any reasons for differentiating
the characteristics of the highest and lowest sections of the region. Since this
is the first report from this region, the annotated list which follows goes at times
into some detail. The list will be divided into four sections.

I. Birds 8een In The Park
1. Green Heron. Three or four pairs around the lake; also scen on Smith
River; nest, probaoly with young, June 25, in a grove of slender pines, near the

odgo of the lakec.

2. Turkey Vulture. Not common in this wooded region. From one to four
seen each day.

s Sharp-shinned Hawk. A Kingbird chased one across the lake, June 24.

il Rod-teiled Hawk. A pair nested this season on the high hill across
the lake from the bieach, T heard cne or more young squealing, and both adults were
seen.

5. Sparrow Hawk. Two werc seen ncar the beach on June 24, and one ot
the same place The following day. This is not suitable territory for this bird.

6. Bob-white. Only one heard in the park; fairly cormon in the surround-
ing country. ree

7. Woodcock. One was flushed on June 25, in 2 marshy spot at the edge
of the lake.

8. Mourning Dove. A few in the park; abundant in the surrounding coun-
try. Already flocking on a farm where shocks of grain were being hauled out of
the fields, :

9. Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Two seen in the park. June 24, ond 25th,
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10, Barred Owl. One was heard calling near the dam alnost every night;
two others heard on Junc 29, from the upper end of the lake, Mr, Worthington says
that this bird is cormon in the park.

11, Whip-poor=-will., Onec heard at the lake every night, and two others
several nights,

12. Chinney Swift. About six pairs occur in the park. Therc arc not
many available nesting places.

13. Ruby~throated Hurmingbird. Common.

14, Pileated Woodpecker., Two heard June 24, near the dam. Mr. Worth-
ington says that it is not uncommon in the higher and wilder parts of the park.

15. Flicker. Fairly common.

16. Hairy Woodpecker. Two seen in the park on June 26, and one on June

29,

17. Dowmy Woodpecker, Cormone.

18. Kingbird. Common. Nest with young, June 25, in an apple troc ncar
the beach; another nest with large younz, Junc 26, at Stone's Store in Henry County.
Frequently seen chasing one of tho Red-tailed Hawks.

19. Crested Flycatcher., Scarce; two seen in the park and one outsido.

20. Phoebe. Cormon.

21, Acadian Flycatcher. Common.

22. Tood Peewce. Abundant

23. Rough-winged Swallow. About six seecn regularly over the lake; con-
mon outside the park,

24. Crow. Fairly common,

25. Caorolina Chickadee. Ccrmon.

26s Tufted Titmouse. Comnon.

27. Carolina Wiren. Fairly cormon; fomily group with young on the wing

Junc 29.
28, Catbird. One of the most abundant end widely distributed birds in
the region. .

29. Brown Thrasher. Uncormon. The scarcity of this bird in such a
rough, cut-over region is very surprising. I never saw nore than three in any one
day eithor inside the park or in the farming country cutside.
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30, Robin. Only fairly common enywhere in the region.

31, Yood Thrush. Abundant,

32, Bluebird. Only o few in the park; cormon in places outside.

33. Blue=-groy Gnatcatcher. Common.

34, Cedar Waxwing. Five or six secn in the park, around the abandoned
Ci'Cs L, Camp; none outside.

35, Starling., Only onc scen in the park; only fairly cormon outside.
A flock of about forty seen on a farm in Patrick county; ncst with large young in
telephone post at Stone's Store in Honry “ounty.

36, White-eyed Virec. Seven or eight pairs seen in the park; alsc fair-
ly cormon outside, Seen mostly along streams, but two nmales were found on a dry
hillside whore a thick growth of Kalmia stood under pines. Fceding young on the
wing, June 24, and 25, S i

37. Red-eyed Vireos One of the most common and certainly the most wide-
ly distributed bird in the region. It could be heard anywhere and at e@ll times of
the day.

28, Black and White Warbler. Common

39, Worm-eating Warbler, One was heard and after much patient waiting
seen on June 25, in a shoded glen near the danm.

40, Parula varbler. Fairly common; young on the wing, June 29,

41, Yellow-throated liarbler. Abundant; except for the Oven-bird, the
nost common warbler of the park; feecding ycung on the wing, June 24. This bird is
definitely the Yellow-throated VWarbler (Dendroicn dominica dominica) and not the
Sycamore Viarbler (Dendroica dominica albilora) which occurs in Southwest Virginia.
I had a chance to study one at a range of ten feet with a close-focusing pair of
Zeiss glasses, and distinctly saw the yellow in the fore-part of the eye stripe.

42. Pine Vorbler., Uncommon. One to four heard each day.

43. Praoirie Warbler. Fairly Cormmon. As is well known, the songs of the
birds of certain species vary much in differont parts of the ranges. The Prairie
Warbler of Fairy Stone Park is a c¢ase in point. 1Its song is very different from the
song of birds across the Blue Ridge one hundred miles away at Lexington. It is so
thin that it cannot be heard at any great distance, so high that it resembles the
song of the Field Sparrow, and so fast in certain birds that it almost becomes a
trill. Ome bird heard on Little Mountain in the park had a song that was not only
weak and high but hesitant, not running straight up the scale, but wavering up and
down ot the end until it sounded like a little file working on steel.

44. Oven=-bird. Abundant; the most common warbler in the park and ex-
cept for the Red-eyed Vireo the most wholly distributed bird; feeding young on the
wing, June 25,
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45, Kentucky Warbler. Fairly common; at least ten singing males found
in and around the park; feeding young on the wing, June 25.

46, Maryland Yellow-throat, Common; carrying .food, June 24. The yellow
was noticeably pale.

47. -Yellow-breasted .Chat, Abundant and widely distributed.

48, Hooded Varbler. Common,

49, American Redstart. Common; feeding young on the wing, June 25,

50. Scarlet Tanager. Fairly common; rathcr more cormmon than the Summer

Tanager.

51. Summer Taenagor. Fairly common. It has boen my experience at Lex-
ington that the ranges of the two Tamagers do not overlap in elevation. Thore the
Surmer Tanager does not seem to go above nor the Scarlet Tanager below 1,500 .feet,
except whore the Scarlet Tanager may occasionally follow a wooded ravine somewhat
lower. At Fairy Stone the occurrence of the two species was much moro a matter of
habitat than of elevation, the Scarlet occurring in thick woods, and the Summer in
open placcs, Even this did not strictly hold, 2s I found = Summer Tanager singing
in the woods near the top of Little Mountain, the highest point in the park, at an
elevation of about 1,800 feet, while Scarlet Tanagers wecre seen in the same type of
woods lower down the mountain,

52. Cardinal. Common, but not cbundant,

53. Indigo Bunting. Fairly cormon, but not so common as one would cx=
pect in such territory.

54, Towhee. Remarkably scarce for a country that would seem to suit
the bird perfoctly. 1 never found more than six or scven in a walk of several
miles. It was naturally less corron inside the park than in the farming regions
outside.

55. Goldfinch. Fairly common.

56, Chipping Sparrow. Abundant; feeding young on the .wing, June 24.

57, Field Sparrow. Abundant.

II. Birds Seen Only Outside The Park.

58. Ilenst Flycatcher. Two hcard calling the characteristic "Chebec" note
in a grove of walnut trees on a dry hillsido above a little stream on June 26, in
Patrick County near the Park,

59, Purple Martin, Five or six pairs flying about some gourds un a pole
near Stone's Store, Henry County, June 26.

60. Housc Wren. One heard near Bassctt, Henry County, June 28.
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6l. Bewick's Tiren. Two seen in a yard near Stone's Store, June 26.

62. Goldon-winged Warbler. In o dense growth of Kalmia on one of the
higher ridges just outsido the park on June 29, I followed for half on hour the
song of a bird of which I could never catch sight but which I felt was this spe-
cies, x : ;

63. Yellow Tiarbler. A family group of adults and young seen along Smith
River just outside the park, June 29,

64. Louisiana Water-thrush., One, June 26, along a stream in Patrick
County, three miles from the park entrance.

65 English Sparrow. Fairly common around farm yards. None were seen
in the park, even around the stables where the riding horses are kept.

66. Mendowlark. A few scen on June 26, in both Patrick and Henry Coun-

ties.

67. Red-winged Blackbird. Two males, June 26. at Stone's Store.

68 Cowbird. Three nales, June 26, in Patrick County.

69. Grasshopper Sparrow. Two singing males, June 26, Stone's Store.

70. Vesper Sparrow. Three singing nales, June 26, Patrick County; one
singing nale, Stone's Store, same day.

71. Song Sparrow. Common along the streams outside the parke. One of the
mysteries of this trip was that not a single Song Sparrow was found in the park,
although there were a fair number of suitable spotse.

III. Accidental, Non-Breeders.

72. Ring-necked Duck. 4 crippled male was present on the lake throughe
out our stay. Apparently he could not fly at all.

73. Tern (sp.?) A medium sized tern, either Common or Forster's ap-
peared over the lake for a few minutes late in the afternoon of June 28, after a
rainy day.

IV. Additional Spccies.

Mre William Worthington, Custodian of the Park, told me of certain addie
tional species which occur regularly within the park.

1. Black Vulture

2, Ruffed Grouse

3. Screech Owl

4. Great Horned Owl :

5. Kingfisher. Mr. Worthington told me that a poir nested near the dam.
They were not in sight, however, during my stay.
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Negative Notes

None of the following species which I expected to find were seem anywhere
near the parks Killdoer, Spotted Sandpiper, Red-bellied Woodpocker, Red-headed
Woodpecker, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Tthite-breasted Nuthatch, Mockingbird, Orchard
Oricle, Baltimore Oriole, Purple Grackle. Most of theso undoubtedly occur, although
the region is not particularly suited for some of them. It was probably just an ac~-
cident that no White-breasted Nuthaotch was seen, even thouzh some likely groves
were searched. I was very much surprised not to see a Mockingbird, although I
looked for them around the farm yards. This bird, as well os the two woodpeckers
and orioles, would probably be found around tho towns. Cf course, observation over
a longer period would add still other birds to the lict. However, the list here
presented is certainly rcpresentative of the surmer birds of the Fairy Stone State
Park, and it is reprosecntotive in less dogroe of the birds of the thinly settled
arcas away from the tovms in those three counties.

Lexington, Virginia,
-===000000GC0 = =~~~

HEADED FOR COBB'S ISLAND
(June 11, 1941)

By William B. McIlwaine, Jr.
Fortunate indeed the friend of the Norfolk members of the V. S. 0. I know,

An Unexpected trip - other folk's clothes, other folk's glasses, other
folk's food, and.all that. And for it all the happier.

Our destination was Cobb's Island - and we never got there. Vho cores?

The group for this trip was different, but delightful. Of course, there
wore Mrs. A. C. Roed and Mrss Colgate W. Darden, Jr. That had to be. Then Mr, and
Mrse Richard L. Dobie, Captain and Mrs., Wm. i. Angwin (he is a docter in the U. S.
Navy), Mrs. Florence T, Marshall of Cape Henry, our old friend, Harry C. Bailey, of
the Back Bay Game Refuge, and the writer. At Oyster, Va., we annexed Mr. John Dor-
nan of Philadelphia (Deleware Valley Ornithological Club and Viyncote Bird Club),
Mr., Dornan was after moving pictures, but found this to be against the regulations
of the Audubon Society. Our boat was a covered launch, but the sun was partially
obscured the greater part of a delightfully pleasant day. Out guide, Milton
Doughty.

The start was certainly uneventful so far as birds were concerned, With
the exception of a few Wilson's Petrels the trip both ways on the ferry was without
particular incident. Not a scoter, - indeed, not a scoter all day., Even around
Oyster birds were conspicuous for their absence. But the world was beautiful, -
and we could hope to see birds somewhere. Certainly we were headed for a famous
sanctuary. And Cobb's Island was looming larger and larger.

To the right uf us Laughing Gulls and Forster's Terns werec circling over
Rappcasunm Island. Mr. Doughty told us the birds had lost their early nests because
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of a .storm and high tides, and were nesting again. 8o into a towed rowboat we
crowded, and polled to the shore. Island indeed, = when the tide is low; but when
the tide is high there must be very little of its surfaco above the water. A tiny
island, too; possibly 100 yards long, by much less across. It is covered with the
salt marsh cord grass. And where drifting vegetation has caught on this grass,
there the Laughing Gulls and the Forster's Terns place their nests. And they num-
bered into the scores on this particular June 1l. Heavy rmsses of grass on the
drift stuff, and separated by eighteen inches or more, here, there, yonder, the
nests of the gulls; or in similar groups to themselves the nests of the Forster's
Terns, Most nests had two or threo eggs; one pull's nest held a fourth egge A
striking fact was tho difference in color of eggs in tho same nest, A few nestlings
and a few pipped.eggses On the odge of a colony of ternst! nests Mrs. Darden dis-
covered, beautifully concealed, and holding eleven white.eggs, the nest of a Clep-
per Rail.

Back to the boat, and on a little further to Bone Island. This island is
well up from the water, and in parts covered with seashells. Among these shells
how the Least Terns delighted to hide their two clay-colored (?) eggs! It takes
sharp eyes to see.thems On this island, too, nests of the Black Skimmer. "No
shells or sticks." A nest of the Oyster Catcher, with three eggs. "No materials
except shells." A Common Tern's nest, with its two long-shaped eggs. And a nest
of the Gull-billed Tern. "Nest of drift stuff"; four egss. As to the birds thenm-
selves, just a few Oyster-catchers, scores of Black Skimmers, many Least Terns, and
of the Gull-billed Terns the word heard more than once was "More than I ever saw
here before." I was interested in the prepondorance of Forster's Terns over the
Cormone. Of course the Laughing Gulls were everywhere. No, not everywherc, but
very cormon. Four Hudsonian Curlews, possibly more.

. Bone Island, or the part that we saw, is almost entirely without vegeta-
tion, - saond and shells. Across o tiny channel from Bone Island is Tireck Island,
larger and higher, and covered, so far as I could see, with tall grass, mainly the
cord grass. Here and there are low bushes looking much like myrtle, and called
by the natives "salt water bush", but more properly termed "ground sel™. On this
islond we looked long for Willets' nests, Too late; we found only one. This was
in one of thesc salt water bushes, nearly a foot above the ground, well concenled.
Two egps. The Willots themselves were not numerous. I should say we saw several
dozen. DBut these birds were vory solicitous about something we could not see. Most
probably the young were in the grass. Here, tco, were two nests of the Green Heron,
in those same little bushes, about 18 inches from the ground, and constructed of
stickss One nest held two pale blue-green eggs, the other five. A Red-winged Black-
bird's nest in the bush with two eggs. But what kind of sparrow was it we saw here
on Wreck Island, with its nest o deep cup, 20 inches up in the "myrtles™, holding
three egps of a light slate color with heavy brown spots? The bird we took to be
the householder did not have yellow before its eye; and it did not look like the
pictures of - and the song did sound 1likc the song of - But what's the use when you
are told by the professionals that the only sparrows on those islands are the Sea-
side and the Song?

More or less worthy of mention are the American Egret out there on the
edge of the ocoan, end a few Ruddy Turnstones that had not gotten away to the North,
Our list for the day included about fifty species,
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A most interesting day! And I spent the night in Richmond.
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Eird Study at Camp Powhatan
By Howard Shaw

Camp Powhetan, the Roanoke Council Boy Scout surmer camp, lies in the
Jefferson Naticnal Forest some five miles from llatural Bridge Station at’ a point
where two creceks, Elk and Little Hell Gate, merge. Approachable by a lone coun-
try road, it is literally buried in the great forest covering this part of Rock-
bridge County. This is a land of contrast. Thunder Ridge, rising mcnacingly
in front of the canp, towers soue 3,800 fcet above sea level. The walley, thous-
ands of feet below, is covered with the great forest, puiictuated in various
places by opon fields which brecak the monotony of the timber. Great masses of
limestone rock risc out of the mountains at various points. The James River,
noving toward its constant goal, the Atlantic flows leisurcly through the valley
and is joined by a myriad of smallcr strcams. But everyvhere there is the foresi,
end the visitor is constantly reminded that the wvalley is little more than a
wilderness, that it is in the same condition as when the Rappahannock Indians
roamed this land three hundrod years ago. A great many relics of their lost civi-
lization mey be found yet in the vallecy mnd on the ridge.

For the past two summcrs, I served as nature counsclor and provisionzl
leader at Powhatan for the short summer season. During that time I took quite a
few collecting trips through the valley, observing birds and collecting flower
specincns. The contrasting country, offering almost every conceivablc type of
habitat, was idcal for these purposes.

The flora of this valley is, in my opinion, the most outstanding of any
in Virginia. I located no less than five specics of orchid, including Pogonia sp.
This plant was not in bloom, and my be P, affinis, which is exccedingly rare, or
P. verticillata, "not common", according to Gray's monual of Botany., In a swanp
near canmp the Green Wood Orchid was so common that one could hardly walk without
crushing some of the plants. The Carcinzl Flower grows in great profusion. XNo
less than eightecn species of fern, including the Royal and Maidenhair Spleemrort,
grow here. The Wood, Field, Dsy, and Turk's Cap Lillies may bo found throughout
the valley. Those flowers which we all may know but seldon sec--the Bellwort,
Soleomon's Seal, Jack-in-thc-Pulpit, Indiaen Cucumber Root, Lady's Slipper, Columbire,

&
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Yood Ancrmone, Spotted-Touch-ie-Not, Trailing Arbutus--ere amazingly corraon. This
purt of Virginia hus never been thoroughly covered by en expert botenist, and
quite a few new species of plants may be growing in this region.

Bird 1ifc is vcry.plentiful aad varied. Of course, it is impossible tu
gain any adequute concept of the bird life of a region in six short surmcr weeks,
tut cven my inconplete lists irndicate that this is a fertile valley for ornitho-
logical research. It ceninot compare with Tidewatcr end certain other parts of
Virgiria perhaps, but a great many speccies of birds visit the vallcy.

The Janmes, as would be cxpected, is frequonted by a large nunber of
shore birds. The Great Blue Heron is a freguent visitor both there ond in neigh-
boring strecams. One norning our canp truck frightened four of these large birds

& & I 5 g
out of the water, and thoy werc a2 beautiful sizht risiing into the air. Belted
Kingiishers, Green Herons, Spotted Sandpipers, and Rough-winged Ewallowvis are all
O E] 3 1 P ] iy o
prcsent in varying numbers. I ccusider a trip to the Juaes at Greeiilee jJjusti-
<! or o sole purpase ufl seein ¢ Rovgh-winged S-mllow vhich o P

fied for the scl P £ g the Rovgh-winged S-mllows, which are usuall
perched -cn the tdephore wire that spans the river,

The forest, of course, is nn excsllent place ror woodpeckers and fly-
catchers. The Red-headed, hairy, and Dovmy Yweodpeekers arc very cormon visitors,
ant the Pileated Woodpecker has beeu reperted, but I have rever seein it in the
valley. The Phoebe, Wood Pewwee, Crested Flycatcher, Leact Flycatcher--these are
sorie of the flycatcher group tkat inhabit the vast forest, :

The greatest "find" I nnde Guring ny stey at conp care this summer when
1 located a pair of Cerulean Warblers, This was the first tine I have ever beea
able to obscrve the species in the field, and I waiched them for sone time. The
usual mass of warblers--including a large nunber of Hooded--are present, but the
Cerulean was the only uncormon specics I wes able to locats.

Certain speeies hawve becoie regular visitors et cemp, some even nesting
neerby. One surmer a Phoebe built her nest beneath one of the cabins, and al-
though she rust have had mony anxious nonents, reised her fomily there. A pair
of Phoebes have built ncar the comp hospitsl for years, even nesting in the eaves
onc surmer. A Scarlet Tenager counstructed her nest near a cabia one year, but
the experience rust have been too much for her as she never returned. A Mountain
Vireo built her nest in a nearby beech tree for two years, and a large nunber of
birds, inecluding the Iandigo Bunting, Baltimocre Orivle, and Brown Thrasher, have
built in or nesr & swarmp near canp. The Indizo Buating is one of the most com-
mon of the species scen near canp, oxcluding the finches. Sone eight species
of sparrows, such as the Trec, White-throated, Szovannah, and Grasshopper, regu-
larly visit the valley in migration. Lest year a bird sanctuary was begun at
Camp, and every candidate for the Bird Study lierit Badge builds seven houses and
two fceders for the preserve. ' B -

In keeping with the vastness of the region, this is essexntially a country
of large birds. Turkey Vulturcs are coustintly drifting across the sky. Mourn-
ing Doves arc present in great numbers, alonz with Sparrow and iarsh Hawks, Yel-
low-billed Cuckoos, Red-winged Blackbirds, Purple Grackles, Shrikes, Crows, and
Herons. The snall nmenbers of birdland--the Iunaingbirds, the Gaateatehers, Vircos,
and Goldfinches--are preseat also, but they arc 1wrc or less absorbed by the vast-
ness of this seni-wilderness,

! 1211 Orcgon Avenue,
B ' Rocnoke, Virginia.
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Nestinz Records From the Seward Forest
By John B. Lewis

Black Vulture: Nest MNo. 1

Vhile botanizing in a large tract of mixed woods on April 28, 1941, 'a
nest of the Black Vulture, Corogyps atratus atratus, was rfcund. The lecation
was on a gentle slope about 60 yards fron a snmall streem, and at one end of an
outerop of granite rock about 2C feet long and prcjectiing sbout 5 feet above
grouad. A very large whitc cak, hollowed out to a shell, had brcken off about
6 feet from the ground many years agu, leaving & cavity in the stunp more than 2
feet across, with an opening & foot wide on the side next the rock. This cavityr
is open to the sky sbove, its floor is 6 inches below the ground level, and on
the side-opposite the opening a deecaying rcot has left & hole large enough for
a nearly gruwn buzzard to crawl intc nearly out of sight.

When the nest wes found on April 28 there werc two clean, fresh-looking
eg5s, white with large reddish brovm spots, mostly on the snaller end. An adult
bird left the nest as I looked into it., The ncst was visited May 13, ond May 19,
and each time an adult bird was Flushe from it.

On May 26, one newly hatched chicl and one egy that was evidently infer-
tile were found in the ncst. The dovm on the chick was not entirely dry, and
it made no attempt to stand or to hiss. At this visit both adult birds were at
the nest, rcemaining in the tree tops until I left, and taen following me, flying
fron tree top to tree top a little chead of me for a distance of 200 yurds or
rore. When visited on June 5 the young buzzerc was able to stand on its heels,
tarsus and fect flat on the ground, and hiss sharply. The nest was visited on
June 11, and 27th, July 5, 16th, and 28th, August 4, and 11lth. The young buz-
ard scemed to develup sliphtly faster then those in rnest Ho. 2, probably due to
the fact that its parents had only one meuth to feed, instead of two. After
this youngster was half grovm he elways crawled as far as possible into the hol-
low rcot on the unorth side of the stump when I locked intc the opening.

Vihen the nest was visited on Aupust 23, the young buzzard wes gone. Hr.
Owe:x T. Batson, of New York City was with ne, ond we searched the woods to a dis-
tance of 200 yards or more all around the nest without finding the young buzzard,
Eowevcer, I do rot feel at all sure that it was not overlooked, as there are many
tnll, dense trees therec.

The incubation period in this case wus at least 28 days, or fron April
28 to HMay 26. It nay have been lunger, as the only evidence I have that the ergs
werc fresh when first scen is that *hcy were still cleen and fresh looklng, e
condition that does not usually last long in a buzzord's nest.

SRR S8R

Black Vulture: Nest No. 2.

; ‘On April 30, 1941, a nest of the Fl<ck Vulturc, Coragyns atratus atratus,
wes fount at the border of a wouded swemp in the ceatral part of Brunswick County.
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This swuamp covers an arca of sbout two acres and is surrounded on all sides by ra-
ther heavy mixcd woods. It is fiftcen miles from my hone, which prevented ne fron
doing more intensive work and spending more time with it. This "nest" was nerely
a plece on the dry forest leaves, under a thin covering of greenbriers, Smilex
rotuxdifolia, that trailed over sone low shrubbery. Vhen found it contained two
young buzzerds, that were in about the sane stage of developnent as thet of the
occupant of nest No. 1 at ten days cld. They stood up on their heels, tarsus and
foot flat on the ground, backs level anc heads lowecred, and hissed sharply. They
werc covered with yellowish-buff dowm, and the legs and bills were black. On

May 4, about 25 members of the Spring Foray of the Committee on Flera of the Vir-
ginia Acadeony of Science visited this swanp, end several of them took pictures of
the birds aftor moving them into & sunlit spot.

On May 12, young buzzards rmch larger. Standing now with legs straight
and backs leveled, their backs are a fuot high. May 21, young buzzards the size
of & leghorn hen. Mlay 27, ycung buzzards still larger. Quill feathers startin
on wings. Ground trompled smooth and well whitewashed over & considerable ares
arcunc nest.

June 10, young buzzards with wing quills 4 inches loag, tail quills
obout 1 inch luag and budy still covered with ycllowish down. They walk about
briskly, uttering two types of hiss. A short, sharp one, uttered with the bill
wcll opened, is evidently produced by exhaling the breath; the cther is of longer
duration and is between a hiss and & growl, uttered with bill resrly, or quite
closed and apparently produced by inhalation.

June 18. As I approached the nest, whilec still 100 yards distont, a low
buzzing sound, beginning with short notes and c¢lesing with long oncs, was heard
several tinmes. Then, as I drew near, an old buzzard arose from where the young
were and left. I believe this fo have been a sound produced by the young while
being fed. The young buzzards were noticesbly larger, with wing and tail feathers
longer, btut the bodies were still covered with the yellowish natal down, which
centrasted oddly with the jet black of the wing end tail feathers.

June 26. Young buzzords active, still giving both hisses. Wing feathers
a foot long, but only down on the bodies. No old birds. July 2. Vings end tails
well grovm, bluck feathers appearing eamong the down on body and thighs. Hisses
mostly of the sharp type, with bill open. July 11l. ithen approached the young
buzzerds ran with some speed, I followed and after going about 30 yards they cir-
cled back towerd the nest, and one aroso and flew about 20 yards, getting about 4
feet from the ground. They appcar fully fecathered, but wings and teil are not yet
full length. They did little hissing. No cld birds were scen. July 18. Found
young buzzards on & horizontal limb about 20 fect high and 25 yards fron the necst.
Much -hané clapping and shouting feiled to couse then te move. o

July 24, As I approached the nest place the young buzzards flew up fron
the top of an earth round about two feet high, -causcd by the uprooting of a tree
nany years ago, and lit, side by side un the tup of an arch furmed by the bending
over of a slender young pine. Hand clapping and shouting did not nove thenm, but
when I shook the pine sapling they flew to higher branches nearby.
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August 1. Found young buzzards side by side on a-limb of a big white
oak, about 50 fect from the ground, and about 75 yards from the nest place. All
efforts to make them fly failed. After botanizing alons; the strecan fur about 200
vaerds I again heard the half hissing, half groaning sound first hcard on June 28,
coning fron vhere the young buzzards were located. The sound this time was louder,
and sugpested the hoarse barking of a large cog at a considerable distance. Hur-
rying back I saw a buzzard leave the big white ovak, and found the two young ones
on linbs slightly luwer down, and on the opposite side of the tree. ALAgain I be-
licve the sounds to have been made by the young buzzards while being fed. August
8. A thorough scarch of the woods in widening circles all cround the nest area to
a distance of 200 yards or nwore cn all sides failed to lucate any buzzards.

Assuning that the ycung buzzards were 10 days old when first seen on
April 30, end that they started out on their ovwn the day following the one when
they were last seen, gives a periad of 111 days of whot we may term nest feeding,

R e e

Green Heron:

Lest spring a pair of Green Herons, Butorides v. virescens, built their
nest in a dense growth of yours pines ebout 50 fecet high, ncar a small stream a
short distance fron Loblolly Lodge, our home in Seward Forest. The nest was the
usuzl thin platform of sticks, placed against the trunk of the tree, on some
small branches., It was abeocut 25 feet up, a height greater than the writer has ob-
served befcre, with the species.

In the afternvon of June 16; when the young herons were nearly full
grovm, one of our workers found a large snake at the fout of the nest tree, with
the head and part of the neck of a young heron well on the way down its throat.
He struck at thec snake, but failed to kill it, wherecupon it disgorgeé the heron
and escaped into a ncarby thicltet of green briers. Dr. Akerman, our Director,
rcported this tragedy to me and together we went to the place, where we found the
remaining three young herons hed left the nest and were sitting side by side on
a limb of another pinec. They had evicently walked about six feet out on one of
the horizontal Timbs that supported the nest to where it crossed a branch of an-
other pine tree, and then walked another 5 feet toward the trunk of the cther tree.
From that date until June 24, thesc joung herons moved ebout c¢n the pine limbs,
gradually working to a greater height, aand at the farthest going zbout 50 feet
from the nest. Toward the end of the period they became quite widely separatcd.
Vhen visited at sunset June 24 one of them flew about 15 feet fron one linb to
another. At nmy next visit they had gone.

Fronm the description given me of the snake, it was probably a pilet
black snake, Elaphe obsoleta. My guess is that it had clinmbed to the nest, seized
a young heron and fallen with it to the ground. That species is an expert climber.

* % Kk % ok ok Xk

Bluetirds and Virens:

Recently a pair of Blucbirds have been incubating their second set
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of egps in a bird house 20 feet fronm ovur dining room windows. Early in the nmorn-
ing of June 26 I heard a House Wren singing, and looked out just in time to see the
Bluebirds driving him away from their nest. Thinking the wren was vanquished, I
went at once on a plant collecting trip, and did not worry..

Returning at midday alnost the first thing heard was a Housc Vren sing-
ing in the back yard. Looking out the wren was seen in the entrance to the bird
house, while two blue eggs were lying on a two inch ledge, .formed by the extension
of the floor of the house. Herdly a minute later I shot the wren off the top of
the house, and going out, saw a third Bluebird egs on the ground. Exzanining the
ecgs, the one on the grounds was found to be completely crushed. Those on the
"porch" of the house, having fallen only about 5" were crushed just enoupgh on the
lower side to prevent their rolling, but each had a small hole in one side,.about
the size of a House Wren's bill. Each egg contzined o half developed chick.

Before the two ezps were taken Covm from the "porch" of the bird house
the Bluebirds come, and alighting by then, spent several minutes exanining them
and "talking" in low tones to each cther,

The House Viren's rcputation for destroying the eggs of other birds was
well known to me, but this is the first time one had been caught in the act.
While the wren was not actually seen throwing out the eggs, the circumstantial
evidence was very clear.

The House Wren wes sent to the U. S. Biological Survey, and a letter
received from Dr. John W. Aldrich reads; in part, as follows:

"I have just finished comparing the house wren with our series and find
that it is a perfectly typicel specimen of the eastern subspecies, Troglodytes
domesticus donesticus. This is a particularly interesting record since the south-
western 1inits of that subspecies are very poorly understood.”

A year cpo a specimen of the breeding house wren of central Amelia
County was sent in, and Dr. Oberholser wrote that it was of the western subspecies,
Troglodytes domesticus baldwini, but not quite typical, showing intergradations
with the typical race.

The Seward Forest
Triplett, Virginia,
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Montgomery County Nesting Notes
February 1-July 1, 1941 7
l. February 16 - -three or four pairs.af Prairio-hurned Larlks, just east
of Blacksburg, apparently preparing to nest, Numerous young seen at t his point

_later in the season.

2, March.l - the first nests of the ycar were those of the Starling.
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On this date the young were leaving the nest; esg laying, therefore, nust have ta-
ken place in early February. I thirk this is abnormally early for this region,
however, two nests, about a quarter of a mile apart, were found.

May 12; second broods leaving the nest. This was the largest of threce
broocds listed; several hundred birds nested in one small tract of woods.

June 24; third broods leaving the nest. Though these three broods (Mer.
1, Moy 12, and June 24} probably do not represent three nestings by the same birds,
they do, however, represent threc distinctly different nesting periods.

3. March 30; the first brood of Inglish Sparrows leaving the nest; maﬁy
still coming off July 1.

4, April 10; many Robin and Purple Graclkle nests in various stages of
construction, some with ergs, Oune ¥allord nest with 13 e;gs. The Mallaerds had a
very successful nesting season this year; 7 or 8 broods of from 5-13 cach had a-
bout 50% survival. The flock of liallards on the college ponds is becoming so
larze that it is beginning to overilow to surrounding rerions.

S. April 16; o liburning Dove nest with young just beginning to feathers
other nests with eggs up till now, July 1.

6. April 20; Great-horned Owl - Young out of the nest (Shipley).

T. April 23; Killdeer nest with four eges on rocks at Sewage disposal
plant; egss hatching liay 3, i

8. May 5; Blue~gray Gnatcatcher incubating, nest 60 feek up in White

Ocke

9. MHMay; several completed Redwing nests. June 7; 25 nests in variosus
stages of construction; also, nests with 1-4 egsis or young; many younz already on
the wing.

10. lay 8; a Crow nest with young about 2 weeks olde At another place,
young still in the nest Xay 18. : -

1l. HKay 13; nine completéd Barn Swallcw nests in one barn and 52 or
more Cliff, § Bank, 5 Tree, and 20 Born Swellows lined up on telephone wires out-
side. The Barn Swallows were the only ones that nested in the vieinity,

12, May 18; Ovenbird nest with six eggs (R. J. Watson); Song Sparrow -
three egrs.

13. liay 22; Young Purple Grackles and Chipping Sparrows leaving the nest;
many €hipping Spurrows just out of the rnest July 1.

14. Junc 14; House Virens and Dovmy ljoodpeckers leaving the nest,

.. 15. June 15; Price's ift.~ sevaral groups.of young Pine Wartlers out of
the nest being fed by parents; one group of lLa. Water Thrushes, also being fed
Ly parents. A sinfing mele Parule Warbler gave no cvidence that its nesting acti-
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vities had boen completed.

16. June 16; may groups of younp Vesper Sparrows out of the nest.

17. June 17; Ton's Creek - seccnd brood of Phcebes out of the nest be-
ing fed by parents. A Rough-winged Swallew nest in the creek bank contained young
birds; this is the only place in lontgomery County that I have found this Swallow's
nest except alon; New River whore large colonies breoed. Blacksburg - Brown Thrash-
er - second brood just besun; nest and 2 egss. Brush Mt. (2,300 feet elevation)--
Thite-eyed Vireo, singing male, probably nesting; first time I have observed it
in county during nesting season. June 26, o pair secn at sane point, undoubtedly
had a nest or young nearby -~ another singing male sccen further down the slope.

18, June 19; with Mr. H. H. Bailey I scearched two of the larger marshes
near Blacksburg for rail nests. Not one nest was found, in fact I am afraid the
rails aren't even nesting here this surmer. It will be rememberod that last year
four Virginia Rail nests were found in three different marshes and eng fragments
in another, making a total of at lenst S nests in the vicinity of Blacksburg. As.
far as I know each of these nests wes successful. This year the Virginia Rails
arrived rather early - April 25, ané were commcn for a few days, then all but one
disappeared. This one was heard "izikking" daily until June 7, and then he too
disappeared. None have been seen since.

Last year Black Rails were foirly plentiful in two marshes until the nid-
dle of June when close ovservatiocns became impossible. I think they nested, thoush
I have no proof. This year the only Black Rail was seen on June 6.

Mr. Bailey suggested thot the cesuse of the disappearence of rails from
one marsh where they have nested in numbers every yecar since they were first de-
tected in 1937, was the presence of a den of foxes not nore than 30 feet from tho
narsh. However, the finding of 3 Meadowlark nests with young or eggs, all within
a hundred yards of the den would tend To discount this theory. As rails are among
the most interesting birds nesting in this region, I hope to find the reason for
their decrease, and if possitle, prevent its recurrence another year. It would be
interesting to note at this pcint that Upland Plovers, which appeared in much
snaller numbers than usual last year, are btack at their normal abundance this year.
Probably 15 or 20 pairs nested on the collere farnm this year,

During the drought of the early summer, grass in the fields became very
short and most of the sccund brovod Meadowlark nests werc placed in the edges of
rmarshes where the frass was higher; several were within a foot or so of the water.

19. June 26; Brush lit. - Turkey Vulture - nest under 2 log near the
surmit of mountaing 2 young about the size of a chicken hen. Catbirds feecding
youns, end a nest with fresh egss on June 28 was probably the bteginning of the
second nesting pericd for this species. Black and Vhite Warblers, Rec-cyed Vireos
and Ovenbirds were feeding young tirds out of the nest, while VWorm-eating, Hooded
and Prairie Warblers had apparently not progressed this far. Tom's Creek - Young
Rough-winged Swallows on the wing.

I believe that this account gives a fairly good cress-section of the first
half. of the nesting season of all but & few of the common birds about Blacksburge. -

C.. Q. Ha.ndley, Jrg A
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Lynchburg Notes
Since the publication of "The Birds of Lynchburg, Virginia, Vicinity"
(Bull. Lbg. Coll. VII:1, Jan. 1939) a number of additions to the Lynchburg list
have been mace, including transients and breeding birds. The total number of
species now stands at 213.

New additions to the list, in chronological order are:

Black-crowned Night Heron. July 6, 1939, Timber Lake, Campbell County.

Tennessee Varbler, October 13, 1939, By Dr. George Sutton, Sweet
Briar College, .mherst County. .

Western Palm Warbler. October 14, by Dr. George M. Sutton, Sweet Briar
College, Amherst County.

Barred Owl. Marcﬁ 10, 1940, Timber Luke. (Also reported for Lynchburg
by Billy licIntosh, About 1939.)

Golden-winged Warbler. .wugust 23, 1940, one male and one fenmale, by Miss
Bertha Daniel, Naruna, Campbell County. (See Raven XI:8 & 9, p. 52.) One nale,
Timber Lake, Angust 24, 15941, Freer.

Yhite-winged Scoter. April 25, 1940, five malcs, Timber Lake. (See
RAVEN XI:7, p. 43.)

Laughing Gull. One bird, April 23, 1941, Tinmber Lake.

Caspiun Tern. Elcven indivicduals, April 24, 1941, Timber Lake.

Northern Phalarope. Fifth record for Virginia. Onc female, Moy 11,
1941, Timber Lake. (see RAVEWD XIT: 4 & 5, p. 29.) (Also see RAVEW X: 10 & 11,p.5).

Florida Gallinule. May 19, 1941, Tinler Lake.

Lmerican Bittern. May 24, 1941, Timber Leke.

It is interesting to note that five species were added to the list this
past spring in a little over four weeks.

The finding of the following species during the breeding season brings
the total for breeding birds to 113:

Nighthawk. July 8, 1939, also first weck in June, 1937, 1938 and 1941.
Lynchturg,. ¢

Barn Swallow. Feeding young, July 10, 1939, Timber Leke.

Warbling Vireo. Summer of 1939, Spring Hill Cemetery, Lynchburg.

Barred” Owl, Swmors of 1940, and 1941, Timber Lale.

-Ruskin S. Frecer :
Lynchburg, Virginia,
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Virginie Notes

It is o long while since we have seen anything unusuzal in the bird line,
tut the following notes may bLe of interest,

On July 21, 1941, we noted two egrets at Rinkerton, Shenandoah County.
This scemed to us rather a strange place for egrcts.

On July 31, 1941, we had a perfect view of & male dickcissel (Spiza
emcricana) at Rileyville (Page County).

On July 31, 1941, we noted a hunlred or morc tree swallows (Iridoprocne
bicolor) on telephune wires at Big Spring (Page County).

At Athlone '(Rockinghan County) we sew a score or more hummingbirds play-
ing sbout some locust (Robinie pseudacacin) trees by the roadside or sitting on
cead twigs. They were feediLg in un adjacent clover field.

Austin H. Clerk,

Curator, Divisicn of Echinodlerns
United States National Museum
Yashington; D. C.

e waQPGODOHOH0 -« ~ =
Blacksburg Nctes
Januuary l-July 1, 1541

For the mos%t part this was o very poor year for waterfowl at Blacksburg.
However, n few more species than usual wintered, though the number of individuzls
was smaller. For the first time since birds have becn recorded at Blackshurg,
Shovellers wintered; three till the first of the year and then one until .orch 21.
The larcrest flock of a single species weas 51 Rinsnecks on March 21. Other specics
thot wintered were: Pintail, Baldpsate, Res-lcriied & Common Black Ducks, Gadwell,
Green-winged Tewl, Ringneck, Lcsser Scaup, llallard anc ¢ Hooded jicrfanser.

The only Pipit of the winter was secn during a heavy snow storm on Jan-
uary 26. Donsld Shiplcy saw 200 on april 20. During ell of Jeonuary and early
February Brown Crecepers and Golden-crovmed Kinglets were unusuclly abundent.

Also for the first time, Vestern Paln Uarblers were present all winter.
In years past, I have scen & few of thesc warDlers once or twice ecach winter, but
this year & pair could be seen almost every day. During short periods of snow
in February and larch they could be found along the sewer lines where the snow had
- melted and at other times over a rather large area. The last Vestern Polm Viar-
blers were seen on HMay 13, a rather late date, ;

Hourninz Doves, rare or missing ell winter; first nigronts arrived Feb-
ruary 16. ~Several Giilson's Snipes spent thce wintcr tut the first spring migrants
arrived February 25. Through bird banding cperations the first mijrent Song and
Vhite-crovmed S“arruws were detected on Fetrurry 23, though numercus other indivi-
cduals had spent the winter. In this same manner tha first rlgrant Tree Sparrows
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were noted on larch 4, Fox and Vhite-throated Sparrows on March 8, and Swamp Spar-
rows on March 22, All OF the latter group of birds wintered in small numbers.

On February 23, with a cold northwest wind over Clayton Dam, Pulaski
county, only three ducks were observed; however, a notec of some interest concerned
scveral hundred Turkey Vultures perched alung the face of the precipice rising
from the water odlong thé northwest side of the river. Sheltered from the wind and
warmed by the sun the wvultures occupied practically every available perch for some
distance along the cliff rising one hundred feet ur more atove the river. As new
birds arrived, vultures on the cliff were often forced to give up their perches to
the new-comers. Scme uf these birds svught other occupied perches thus resulting
in & general shuffle, but meny of them, apperently rested and warm, -sailed off
in a scuthernly direction as if in search of food. .

The most interesting observation of the spring concerns a flock of White-
winged Crossbills which appeared on the campus on llarch 18 and remained there three
days, There is one other record cf this species for the State - that by Dr. E. L. -
Smyth, Jdr. on January 25, 1920 at this same place - possibly in the same tree. 1
first saw the birds, a flock of three, while walking home from school at noon. As
I ceme up the front walk t> our home, three medium sized Lirds darted from a large
Norway spruce and flew cdircctly overhead to a Hemlock just across the street. I
thought nothing of them at the time and went un into the house. Fifteen minutes
later, in an idle moment, I took my binoculars and went out to see what the birds
were. All this time I never suspected that they were Crossbills, and was genuinely
surprised at their identity when I discovered them still in the same Hemlock,
quietly eating seeds. There werc two females and a male in the flock and so quiet-
ly and slowly did they move about on the thick Hemlock tranches, that it is quite
possible they had been here for several days without bein;; detected. This Hemlock
in which they were feeding was heavily ladcen with cones. The birds were so engrcss-
ed in their fesding that they could %e approached very closely. They often hung
upside down on the branches and wrenched off whole ccnes. The falling cones proved
helpful in locating the birds. On Earch 19 they were still feeding in the same
tree, and as yct no calls of any sort had been heard. They were lest scen at 7 A.
M., on March 20. At this time they had becone restless and were moving about from
tree tc tree with no spparent thought of feeding; fer the first tinme they were
calling, and every few minutes the male indulged in subdued song. The fact that
the birds spent the first two days quietly feeding, after which, on the third deay
they became restless, calling and singing, would seem to indicate that they had
come a long distance without feeding; possitly having bLeen carried out of their
normal range by the blizzard sweeping, across the North central states at the time
cf their errival.

Ring-billed Gulls were much nore numerous than usuel between' April 4
and May 15, Sonetimes thorc werc several of them together, but most often there
was only one. The only Bronzed Grackle seen curing the spring was banded on April
5, a rather late date. *

Black-throated Grecn Wiarblers arrived rather early, April 12, and Cape-
May Uarblers were cormoner tetween May 1 and 17 than they hnave ever been in the
spring in yenrs before. On the 17th, 3 were caught in uvne trap. Grasshopper
Sparrows cppeared on April 14, a very early date for bBlecksburg. T have on unpub-
lished record for the Grasshopper Sparrow secn by my father and myself on January
30, 1938. As far as I know this is the only winter record for this species for
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Virginia. The first spring record for the Short-billed lMarsh i'ren in this section
was o bird seen by R. J. Vatscn on May 12, and by Loth of us at the same place on
May 13. .

On May 16 an adult Forster's Tern appeared on the campus lake for a few
minutes. This boosts our county total to 243 species and subspecics. White-rumped
Sandpipers have been scen each spring bLut one since 1937 and reappeared again this
spring, this time earlier then usual - May 13.

Olive-backed Thrushes were nuch more numerous than usual. At times as
many a8 ten cculd De heard singing at once. A number were banded between May 15.
and 24, and a Gray-cheecked Thrush, the first that I have seen here, was banded
Mey 22 and retaken May 24,

C. 0. Handley, Jre
--=--000000=- == -

Saw<ithet Owls at Roanoke

Each evening atout dusk from Aurust 4 to Aupgust 8 a pair of Saw-whet Owls
came rear my Cabin at Bennett Springs. The first and only ones of this species
I have seen there - or near Roanokes

T. L. Engleby.
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licuntoin Lake Notes

All notes except those otherwise designated were made between 3,800 and
4,000 feet elevation on the headwaters of Little Stony Creek.

April 13; Cascades - Ruby-crowned Kinglet, White-throated Sparrow, and
Mountain Virec. A Raven, seen at Barney's Wiall, was probably nesting. -

April 19; Brovm Thresher:

April 23; Whip-puor-will, common. A Baldpate on the 1éke.

April 263 Towhes.

Hay 4; Black & White, Blackburnian, Cairns!, Canada & Chestnut-sided
vierblers, Ovenbirds, 'wod Thrushes, Veeries, Cattirds, and Vthite-thrcated Sparrows -
common; Bewick's Viren = 1. Robin - nest with two fresh eggs.

June 1; Towhee nest with 4 eggs (R. J. Watson); Chimney Swift - 5.

June 21; Many young Cairns' and Black & YWhite ﬁarbiers.just out of the
nest being fed by parents. Chestnut-sided Varblers still setting.

July 5; lMany groups of young Chestnut-sided Warblers just cut of the
nest; also a few young Cairns' Varblers still coming off.

July 4 & 5; Louisiana Vater-Thrush, at 3,800 feet elevation.

Indigo Buntings seem to be much more abundant this year, at least that
is the case above 3,800 feet elevation on Little Stony Creek. This increase is-
probably due to the cutting of many clearings over the area. An increasc was also

noted in the abundance of Mountain Vireos and Sapsuckers in this same area.

C. 0. Henlley, Jr.
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"My South asmericau pird Voyage

By Ralpn Li. Brown

I had long known about the Humboldt Current, that 80° F., ocean river,
runaing north from the Antarctic regions along the coasts of Chile and Peru, and I
had o;can wished that one day I might get down there, and see the strange Antarctic
birds which frequent that cur;ent, put 1t was not until 1841, Hhat T was able to
talce the 5500 mile voyage and see those birds.

I boarded the steamer, Imperial, of the Chilean Line, in Brooklyn, on
June Z2i. The Jmperaal is & 10,000 ton ves scl making about 17 miles an hour and
was carrying stee¢l rails for the Panama Pﬂ11rdad a tissue-paper making machivc For
LlHH, Peru, some Peirchild trainer planes for fhb Chilean Arnmy, and misccllaneous
eargo. There were 150 passengers on board, fifty poer cent lorth Americans (in
South Americe we Americans are called "iorth Americans") and fifty per cent South
Mnoricans, All the erew were Chlleans and but fewr of thom could spenk or under-
stand Bnglish. Howover, we lLiorth Aimericans; by using Spanish dictionsries and ges-~
tures, managed fo get along all right. We did, lhowever, get a lot of holp from our
South American fellow passe

MEGrE.

.4

Mo birds or other goeasn wildlife were seen for the first throe days, ex~
. g few horring gulls in New York Harbor, and o dozen or so Wilson Petrels fol-
lowing the ship, bthe firsgt daj at sewy OB July 242, 100 wiles off Miemi, [Florida,
i

et

T sowr tae first flyine Tigh, yellow-billed tropic bird, Andubon shearwaters, and
& laughing pull, WHe wss;u Snn Salvador (Colunbus! flrst landfall) and then went
or- B o} .
son Cuba and Hayti. Colon brealwater end Cristébal, on the Atlantic side of the

2 Canel were rea ncd on June 27 six days out from New vor:.. 8ix frigate (man-
'm'") birds and six laughing gulls were around the ship off the breakweter. The

L]
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frigates are marvellous flyers.

Laughing gulls werc the most numercus birds during the day in the Canal,
closely folluwed by frigate birds, I also saw long-tailed grackles, three mature
little blue herons, seven first-year little blue herons, four brovm pelicans, two
Amcrican egrcts, one great blue heron, ifvur or five bigua cormorants (near the Paci-
fic), cne white-throated swallow, a half a dozen Panuma rough-winged swallows, &
plumbevus kite, and a large-billed hawle I lovked for crocediles, but didn't see
any of the ugly beasts. Sooty shearwatoers begen to follow the boat just out <¢f
Panzma Bay. The next day, Junc 29, no birds appeared except one small unidentified
gull., T did see flying fish oceasicnally. e saw the Ecuadorean coast for the
first time on the murning of June 30, and crossed the equator at 9:30 A. M., "with
four distinct bumps”, said cne of the boys.

Five Simécn gulls were scen off Decadmon's Island, Eeuador, huvering over
the buat and suvnetimes cuming quite near tu the vessel. anc* ngrnhj's stoym pe
trels appesred @ little lster in the day. 4% &:00 P. M., we anchored a milc off
Salinas, Ecuador, to discharge cvur Ecuaduirean passengers. Simeon Gulls, Scuthern
black-backed gulls, and Galdpagos sturm petrols were around the ship. The petrels
fluttored vver the waves like ballet dancers, with outspread wings and dainty trip-
ping feet. "Ballerinas" or "danzarinans", Scuth Americans call them - "ballet dan-
cers" or "dancers'". Marvellously appropriate names, It was one of the loveliest
bird exhibitions that I have ever seon. Thies hours after lemving Salinas, the
tir began to be cusler = woe had entered the Humboldt Current.

July 1. Many Simdun gulls, flying low, above the waves, In the late
morning, oppusite un island, brovn petrels, sovoty shearwaters, ilerkhan's storm
petrels, also cight or ten Peruvian boubisvs, end a few Galdpagus stom petrels. I
had never bufore seen any of these Pacific birds, wi th the exception of the soucty
shoarwntors. The brown petrels, in snall sumbers, were with us for the rest of the
dey, mestly et a distance. At four in the afternoon, sune ten Chilenn pelicans
(nlentraces) sailed by in two lines, in steady measured flight, They always lock
g0 dignified nnd solmm when they are flying. A school of porpoises, playing ur.und
the ship. Thoy are must interesting to watch as thoy swim cluse alongside the bow
often cutting aeross the prow of the ship with the utmost ease,

July 2. At first, only a few broym petrels, then at 11 A, M. memy sooty
shearwaters and brown petrels, ard three Peruvion boobies, skimming close to the
water, but dving no diving for fish - too high a sea, Later soveral Galdp ng:s
storm vetrels and a snoll whale. 2°P, 4. five Chilean “ellcan and six Purufl
bosbies flying in a line. These twc birds secem to like associnte with one on-
othere Occasionel Peruvian boobies all day. ft a dlotJan they look like white
bells skimming over the water. Guano 1qlm‘ho, white as snow, off the port bow, Pe-
ruvian buobies in singles, pairs, and sixes and sevens. They usually fly just ¢
bove the surface of thc ses, occasionally rising twenty to thirty feot above the
waber. Iloney Island shesd. Thousands of Peryvian cormorants (buanuyo they a
cullad) heading for home., I first sighted the Peruvisn currmorants at 2:30 P. I.
Then we boegan, at 3 Po M., to see literally tens of thousands of sooty shearwater
flying toward the coacstal islands. As far bsck as one could see, and as fuv ol
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as the limit of vision, the birds flew, in apparently never-ending cpen-formation
lines. This bird procession lasted fur over an hour. Chilean pelicans end Péru-
vizn buobies were numerous, the pelicans sumetimss coming so close to the boat that
it secmed as if they would run intv it. £And, all et uvnce, 10,000 to 15,000 Pcru-
vian eormorants, on the water and in the air, harrying a great school of fish., And
in the sky end cluse abuve the seca, like ducks, thousands morc of the cormerants
homeward bound. The bird shuw continued in a less degrue until we anchored off the
Callao (Peru), breakwator to await ocur pilote

July 3. The Imperial left Callao =t 4:30 A. M, Chilean pelicans flying
by the ship. I am standing in the bow, on the port side, joying in the sight of
the white-capped sea. Short, choppy waves ¢very cnce in a while dash against the
side of the ship. Wilbur Hallet ¢ a 17 year old boy) and I love to stand in the
bow of the buvat and watch and dodge waves when ¢ne comss over the side. The boat
pitches and tosses and the tall wecves smash against the vessel, throwing spray high
in the air. Sooty shearwaters, Peruvian boobies (piquéros), Peruvian diving petrels,
Ince terns, and pintado petrels (Cape pigeons). The Cape pigeons (from Cape FEorn)
are the handsomest seabirds that I have ever scen, with their white underbodies
and white-barred-on-black-wings - they are marvellous flyers. Then Kermadec petrels,
The birds left suddenly, and just as suddenly, at 12:45 P. M. they sppeared agein,
The sooty shearwaters are the most numerous, next piqueres (Peruvian boobics), and
last of all Peruvien diving petrels. The diving potrels are usually surprised rest-
ing on the water, from which they rise, with guick strokes of their short wings,
whiz over the waves fur a fcqﬁinutos, end then alight on the sea, and dive under the
woter. They ere not capable of sustained flight, having very short wings. Now 1
begen to sec my first Chilean and South imeriecn terns. fThe sea is higher than
ever. Six Ineca terns and once in a while Galdpagus storm petrels. There is clwsays
a piqudro in sight, planing over the surface of the wuves, Three gray pulls ond
e Cape pigeon. 5:15 P. L. quite a number of susty shearwaters, the usual scatter-
ing of piqudros, a few Inca terns, and une giant petrel. A flight of ten piqudros.
Peruvian diving petrels.

July 4. A wa'piqué}us, suoty shearwaters, and Hornby's storm petrels.
The shearwators alight on the water, ceccasicnally, to rest. Not more than 50 birds
all doy. Now, at § P. M. a few sooty shearwaters, piqudrus, and four Hornby!'s
storn petrels. I just saw an island, on the port bawr, and now there is enother ise-
land on the some side of the ship., The first two sea lions (lubos) were scon at
2 Pe M. and later forty more. They losk a goud deal like seals but are quite a bit
larger. le reached Arica, Chile, at 11 P. Ifs At 6:30 As M., July 6 we pulled out
of this port. High, sheer, barren, granitic c¢liffs, with luw bare mountains be-
hind them. 8oun a canyon appearecd - a dry river bed., At 9:20 A. M, engine trouble
develuped and we stopped off Crmerones (shrimp) Canyon. Southern blsek-backed pulls
gray pulls, and & black-browed albatrouss this morning. A single Chilean pelican
Jjust flew by. Many gray gulls, Still anchored et 1 P. M. A flock of 70 or 80
guanoyecs (Peruvian cormorants) are streaming by, close to the water like ducks, with
quick strokes of their wings. 3 P. 1. - ancther flock of guanayes; headed for some
distant quanoc-white islands just passed us. Gsldpagos storm petrels - a few of then
staging their lovely dance on the water. One Andean gull. Piquu?qs (Peruvian boo-
bies) usually fly with the guanayes - four or five to a floek of 50 or 60 guanayes.
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Perhaps, the piquerous belicve that the gquanayes vi 11 lead them to good fishing
grounds, and at nightfall, prebably, thc piqueros are going hone the seme cs the
guanayes and want company. Ye finally got under way at 6:30 P. M,

July 6. 7 A, M. saw us anchor off Tocopilla, Chile. Many bigua cormor-
ants in the harbor - also gray gulls. Ve left Tocopilla at 6 P. H.

July 7. The birds have

been fcvénd far betwecen today, an occasional
Southern Black-backed gull,r Galapagos

storn petrel or two, and a Cape pigeon.

July 8, In the cerly norning we werc running along the Chilean coast.
At 9 A+ . eight Cape pigeons, the most that 1 have ever scen ot one time;, mad
six Southern black-backed gulls following the stesmer, and swooping down to the
wake when garbage is dropped from the ship. The Crpe pigeons are constantly wing-
ing back and forth across the wiske, cven if they have no hopes of picking up scrops
of food, I love to watech them tilt their bedies to the waves when they are about
to make o bturn, the tip of the under wing almost touching the water. A school of
hwapbacked whales - six or scven of them - spouting ond ocoasicnally surfacing, At
11 A. . the Cape pigeons left us, but three scoty shearwaters end three Ssuthern
blaclk-backed gulls continued to folluw the ship. 1230 P. M. - twelve Cape pigeons
and six Southern black-backed gulls are now with us. Ve arrived at Valparaiso,
Chile, at 4 P, M. :

July 12. S8ailed from Valporaiso, Chile, ond nade our first stop at
Sgn fntonio, Chile, to lead gold ore and wool., I sow Southern black-backed and
groy gulls and a few Peruvian cormorants and Chilean pelicans at San intonio.

July 13, We left San Antonio at 9:3C P, M« A half dozen Southern
black-backed and gray gulls are following the steaner as we parallel, the Chilean
consts 800 to 600 Cape pigeons, leoking like flecks of white foam, are following
the ship about a quarter of e nile back, a marvellously beautiful sight. Soume ten
or twolve Southern black-backa! pulls are also necompenying the steamer. The Cape
pipGans graduslly thinned out as the day wore on, Now, 4145 P, M, there are enly
cight or ten of them. A glant petrel to port. And the Southern blacke-borcelked
gulls are still convoying us. A few DPeruvian boobies toward the coast. At 5:30 P.
If, the Southern black-baeled gulls finally left us, Only a few Cnpe pigeons re-
nained in our weke.

July 14, 4 couple uf sovty shearwaters, three Cape pipgeons, snd a lone
Southern Black-backed gull. After luncheon, a dozen Galdpagus storm petrels wnd
a Scuthern black-backed gull or two. No buats nor land seen today,

July 15. Ve lay to off Antofogasta, Chile at 1:30 A. M, picked up four
passengers, disenbarked four, and sailed again in 30 riinutes.

July 16, The cday's bird list wos o snell one - not more than a dozen
tirds all tuld - Cape pigeons, Galdpagos sturn petrels, sooty shcarwaters, and
Svuthern black-backed gulles,

July 17. We stopped off Pisco, Peru at 4:30 A, M, to load cotton for
fievr Yorke HMany gray and Southern black-backed gulls around the boat, Flocks of
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piqud}us (Peruvian boobics) a mile or so away, rmging in number fron five to 100
or tore, following schuols of fish, and diving into the sea frem elevations pf frum
20 to 50 fect, often all together. 7Then thoy strike the water the tossed-up sprivy
looks like that thrown up by small shells fired from scne warship. A few Galapagcs
storn petrels dancing on the water. e left Pisco gt 12:16 P, 1, ond stupped &t
Tanbo de Moro, Peru at 2 P. 1L, to load sume more cotton. Gray and Southern black-

backed gulls roosting on anchored lighters. We had unly three lighters' loals ot
cotton to hoist ¢n board so we soon got under way again.

July 18. 1We docked at Calleo, Peru at 8 A. M. and left at 4 in the aftcre-
noon,.

July 19. We arrived ot Samanco, Peru at 6:30 A. lf. to take on 10, OOO
bags of brown sugar. I can see nany Chilean pelicans on a guano-covered rock near
the shore. A few Peruvian cormorants are with then. The birds pay very 11ttlc at-
tention to a leunch and its following lighters. A helf dozen gray gulls are a-
round the boat., A Galapagos storm petrel or twe. I saw a dozen or so turkey vul-
tures (Cothartes aura jota (Molina), over Lima yesterdsmy. The Southern black-
baecked gulls are still with us - & half dozen or stce, Scne 3000 Feruvian cuormorants
(guanayes) just fluw past the boat, settled un the water, probably in the nidst
o school of fish, and then headed for their herme, a guano-white islend scross the

bay. Anothor flock of pusnayes, and somo 2000 Chilean pelicans {aleatruces) flap-

ping by in small flocks. 4ind now 10,000 or morce guanayes flying past, from their

island, and alighting in the water ohout & nile away. They ars folloviig & laree
school of fishs The birds polbble up all the fish thelr stomaechs can hold, res

vn the water awhile to digest their rmeals, asnd then start in eecting all over again.
It is early afternoon, and I an watching the pelicans come back to the island «f-
ter n fishing expodition, They cortulnly talke their time about it. Guanayes fish-
ing agein just boyond the white-crested brealters. Vhen uny of the birds clean up
the fish in ovne seetivn, they leapfropg their still cating cumredes to new flshing
grounds, Somg of the flock are almost cumstantly in nut]ul. There arc fiur Feru-
vian turkey vultures soaring ebove the mountains., Tw piqudros at 6 1w i, the first
of the duy. £ half dozeon groy pulls flow on buard last nipht and dashed ageinst
the cabins and masts. One gull even flew into the lounge=bar, through o perthole,
where we were playing cards. Most of the bLirds were unly tenmporarily stunned, and
flevr off when they regained consciousness. Ve took eare of the lounge-bar pull un-
til he was all right, and then tossed hin over the side of the ship and he flapped
awny into the night. The boat was finally luaded at 12:00 midnight and we pulled
out for Chieana, Feru, reaching there at 8:30 4. II. on the 2lsfs Mere we losded
24,000 bags of brown suger.

July 21¢ Ve went on shure, at Chicama, and there I saw a young snowy
egret walking eround in one of the fish-drying Luta. It was voery tame and was ap-
parchtly domesticated. OSome Feruvian turkey vultures were roosting on a harbor
bucy, and two inguisitive Yeruvian white-throaoted sparrows (zonotrichia capensis
peruviensis (Lesson)) kept hupping and flying ahend of me aloung the path to the
pier. Some 50 gray gulls, 25 Scuthern black-backed gulls, and a few Galidpagas
storn potrels around the boat. le left Chicama nt 7 P. il




Pace 72 TIE RAVEN October-lovember, 194

July 22, Todey the birds were few and far between, mostly Southern
black-backed rulls, end a couple of gray pulls. July 23. At about 12:15 A
Vi “qchjred off Salina, Ecuadur, and disembarked a nunber of passengors, ge i
underway soun afterwards., Ye are out of the. Bunmboldt current at last, and the cay
is warn and sunny. lMany flying fish. A fow Southern - black—a seleed pulls, souly
shenyvuaters, Markham's and Gileparos storm petrds. July 24. A bright warn day.

s

r
i

s birds. DPorpoises showed up about 5 Pe Me - two hundred or more of them - dashe
ing for the boat, swimming alongside and erussing the bLow. 'e reached the racifac
entrance to the “nnama Cenel at nidnight. July 25. A hot, muggy 2ay. Oune bleei
petrel, a fleek of bigua cormorants, lauching pulls, ond one frigate bird - this
ab daym. ILater nanj frizate birds. e started through the Conal at 9:40 A. M.

A x o i e . . PR e oy T T
did not get to Cristdébal, on the Atlantic side; until 12 hours later, being compe..cd
to lie in Goturn Lake for four hours, wuuizh fur the ships ahoad of us to gew throuih
the lueks. 1 saw a few long-toiled grackles md laughing gulls, and one I“thnlxq

o3

recn kingfisher in

e

e Canal.

July 26, The beat left Cris dbal, Panenss Cannl Zore, at T30 A M. I
just saw five blue-faced bucbies, my first record, near the ship, The wind has in-
ereased to 23 niles an hour. July 27. Ho birds. July 28. The wind went dovn just
s soon as we enterod the Vindward Passuge, between Cuba end Hayti. HNow the sea 1is
ike a millpond. Eight or ten brown boobies and a few blue~faced boobies this norn-
n

o

}._J

ing. Later in the day I sew s number of young leughing gulls, particuleriy off the
islend of the Bahomas groupe Te passed Son Salvador Island (where Colwnmbus first

1
et Pfuot vn land), our last terra firma until we reach New York, fronm 10 %3 12 A
« A fow flying fish., A barn swallow ceme on board this afternoon, circled arcunid,
and alichted on one of the masts. It must have hosded back to land later on for 1
sy it no more.  This abouwt 75 niles off Mimmi, Florida, dJuly dl.  In the eariy
morning some ausly shearwaters about & helf nile from ship. fugust 1. Ve reache
our duck, in Brvoklyn at shout 12 noon, Iy Scuth fmerican veyape was over.
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Blaeksburg, Virginie.
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T DARDEN ADVISES CHILDEEN

e

YOU MUsT SHOOT EIRDS, UST -~

Taylor Schocl Given Lesson in Ornithelopy
Movies Teken in Horlfolk and OFff Carolina Coast are Showm

1 T
rar«e

A dunonstration o ¢ delichts of shoeoting birds was given yesterdoy
norning to yeuthful ornithologists-tu-be by HMrs. Colgate . Darden, Jr., First Tadv-
elect of Virginia, ot the Valter Herron Tuylor School assenbly.

a

The shooting, which lirs. Darden recomenied, howewver, was done with s cam-
eres, ot o gunoor bow gnd. arrows As & practical example of iu. superiority of
such peaceful shovting over the more violent nethods, lirss Derden shuowed a reel of
culored movies of birds which, she pointed ovub, gave plessure after months or even
years, whoreas a dead bird certainly would not.
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Mrs. Darden's talk wes sponsured by the nowly ferned Audubon Socloty of
the Taylor School, and was given to the assembled pupllu of the school in the sudi-

torium. The colored movies, nost of which were tel in this ssetion of the country
with many scenes at Creb (resk, and Sandy Poing, here in Morfulk, end others ot lee

Island, a refure off the North Caralina coast, evoked varied interesting responses
from the children. Soft toht's! from the little ;;irls greeted all pictures of baby
birds; delighted laughter some sequences where a group of ducks playing in the surf
vere bowled over by waves, and universal admiration was excited by a pair of scresch
owls who were shown being fed and taught by the Darden children.

Fun to Learn

The youthful audience was teld in simple terns by Mrs. Darden the fun
learning about birds and the meny places in this area wherc birds, rare elsewhere,
ney be studied. She also gave a brief cxplenatory comnentary on the picture os it
was being; shown, Some of the nwst interesting pletures were those of a variety of
tern. Mrs. Darden had many views of them, their nests and their egpse The nests
are in the sand in the hot sun, and drs. Darden pointed out that in this case the
mother sat on the nest, nokt to hateh out the ezgs, bubt to keep them frin beling codic

|
Mo

The future First lady of the State has pursued the study of birds for
the past five years. OShe has alwsys been interested in and loved nature but she
never tovk up ornithology seriously until 1936 when she was living in Llexa 1iriﬁ
vwhare one of her neighbors wes an ardent student of Lirds. Since then Mrs. Darden
hos studied birds and photogrophed birds, and like all enthusiasts who stuﬂy'tho
subjeet they love, the riore she learns, the nore she feels there is still for her
T leorn,

After the talk end pictures Betty Lou Ray presénted Mrs. Darden & bou-
quét of flowers frum the schuol end Juseph Fiveesh, Jr., presented her an henorory
nerbership in the schuclt's Audubon Society with a ;‘ttﬂn tokening nienbership and
sorie bird stimps BY be giveh the Darden children. Ilrs. Darden tosk her leave of
-the school wekring the button and carrying the flowers.

The Audubon Socleby ul the school is under the sponsorship of lligs Mary
Leipl, school kibrorasn, ond it so newly formed thet it hos not yet elected its
of ficers, Its membership, which this morning befure lirs. Durdcn'a speech included
reprosuntotives of ell elasses through 7-H, was expected to show o narked inerosse
imnediately.

(Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, lov. 29, 1941)
Eearce == OO G D0 B e e e
£ NORFOLX NOTE 2
By Mrs, Eleie Angﬁin
Between Stumpy Loke and the Back Bay region on the afternoon of Septen-

‘ber 13, Dr. ingwin and T came upen a flight of Bobolinks, evidently un their wen
sou*hw“rd. In the brilliant sunlight as they wheeled en nasse their post nuptinl
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plunmage shone un throat and flenks with the strong yellow of parched corn kernela.
I had not imegined they would be so dofinitely colored. In flocks of thirsty to
fifty birds (and about three groups) they wheeled and skirmed, lighting on the viid
grass heads on which they wore feeding. The sound they nade on the wing remirdow
me of the aeolisn tassels one hears clinking and tinkiing with a frail nostalgic
rusic from the eaves of a Chinese house, bunchecs of pglass strips dangling on
strings for the brecze to Jangle plessantly.

Quarters H-8-.B
Neval Cperating Besc
Norfolk, Tirginia.

o e e DD B ODODD =
ELLISOI ADGER SHYTH
Science in genecral and Virginia ornithelogy in purticular suffered &
great loss in the death of Dre B, Ji. Smyth on August 19, 1941. A full account of
his 1life and work is planned for a later issue., At thls tine we are reprinting two
brief obituaries.

The first is fron The Techgram. Virginia Polyteehnice Institute, Sopten-
bar 1, 19&¢i:

Dr. Ellisun aAdger Smyth, Jr., furmer desn and prufessor of biology =t
Virginia Tech, died Aupust 19 t his houe nenr Salen, Va. For the seni-centennial
celebrativn in 1922 of Virginia Tech's founding, he wrote a brief history of the
collego.

Born at Summertun, Clarcndon Cuunty, S. C., October 26, 1863, he was
the son of Jumes Adger end Annie Briggs Smyth. He was reared in Cherleston, where
his family had long been prionmdnent, Dres Sayth received his 4. B, Depree from
Princeton University in 1884 and his A. M. dopgree from the sano instltution in 1887
He studied lew at Culunbis University in 1885 nnd also at the University of Virpgini:
in 1887,

Dr, Smyth practiced law in Charlcston as a. menmber of the firm of Smyth
and Lee until he acecepted the chair of adjunct-professor of bivlogy at the Univer-

sity of South Carclina ia 1889. %Pmo yours later he was oeslled to the professorship
of biology at Tech, a position he held until his retirement fron teaching o' 1925,

From 1902 to 1906, he was dean of the V. 2., I, faculty. In 1908 the
University of Alabema conferred upon hin the LL.D. degree. He did a great deal of
original work in his scientifiec field. Hc was the author of a nunber of scientific
pepers which appeared in the Entonmological Hews. lle also conbributed notes on birds
to the Auk and prepared the biogrophy and estinate of the works of John Rennett in
the Library of Southern Literature. He was an associate nember of the Anerican
Ornithologist’s Union, was one of the founders of the Entumologienl Socicty of
Awerics, was & nember of the American Association for the “dvancemunt of Science,
the New Vork Entomological Society, and Phi Keppa ’hi.
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Dr: Smyth orpganized and cvached the first football tean &t Tech and for
years wias active in various student ectivities. He wns active in the Fresbyterisz
church, Luth at Blacksburg and Salem, and served as an elder f'or seweral years

He meryriod Groce €. Allen of: Charleston, 3. C., Decenber 29, 1687, wiis
survives, with four children: Thomas Snyth 120, Salom; the Rev., BEllison A. Smyth
125, Viarrenton; Miss Grace Allen Smyth, Salem; and Jomes Adger Smyth, Peru.

The second is from Entomulogical News, Hovember, 1941,

Profs Ellison Adger Soyth, Jr., died on sucust 18, seeording to & nois

in Science for fugust 29. From biographieal notiees in Vho's Vho in Amcrican and

in Ancrican Men of Science (fuller in the furmer), we learn that he was born in
Sumnerton, South Carvlina, October 2u, 1833, rocoived the A. B. (1884) and the A.%.
(1887) from Princeton and the Ionorary IL.D., fran the UﬁthrSlty of flabama in

1906 Fe was adjunct professor of blulouy &t the University of South Garcling,
1889-81 and professor of bivlogy at the Virginic DPolytechnic Institute at Blacksburg,
1891-1925, whea ho retired. 4. A. Giroult, whese death we also anncunce in this
issue, nust have come in contact with hin thore. 1e recall Prof. Smyth as a not
infrequent visitor tu the late Dr. Honmry Shinner, at the &cndcwy of liatural Sciences
of Philadephia, in the eighteen ninctines ond the early nineteen hundreds, drowm
by & comnon interest in thoe Lepidouptera. ile contributed elbutecn popers and notes
to the volunes of the NII'S for 1885, 1899-1904, 1907, 1908, 1912, and 1918, They
are concerned with the Lutterflies, sphinsids, Catucalce and Dynastes tityus of
Montgonery County, Virginila, within which Blaelksburs lies, butterflies and Allor-
hina of South Carclina, life histuries of "“r4u ids and descriptions of two new
Bpecics fron Mexieu, a sphinx, Fhilenpolus elisa, anc a Morpho. (thoosa). 1In the
N8 of Moy, 1908, he fipurecd QIvy brieily des inbc] "Iy Freaks:- fapiliy e jox and
Eutlarms tityrus.” Nearly twenty years lobter, the latter was "ehristened™
Bparpyreus tityrus aberration emythi Ly B C. Willlems, Jr. (Transactions, American
Entomolopienl Sceloty 63: 262, 1927), ;

e Py Pulwert,
R SRR L AR e e

CRTY FICKLEN

b
}1- S e e

Hews has come of the death on larch 21, 1941, &t his hume at Variety
1i1ls, Virginia, of . Mortyn ificklen. INr. Liclklen had made & reecrd for eontin-
uous bird observation in one locality that seuns to Le unéqualled in the annals of
Virrinie ornithology and that has rarely lLeen surpassed anywhere., How far baek his
obscrvations went the writer does not knuw, but for a period of 63, years, sinée the
year 1878, he had been regularly reporting spring nicration data to the nigration
departrent of the Bislogical Survey and carlicr urgenizations, HNr. Hicklem was o
quiet worker, whs had few confaets aviyy fraiy his ovm hone, =272 sz gas knors | AR N
fewr of the mopmbers of the V. S. 0. His pessing will leave o big gap in the ranis i
of nigration repurters.

Jde. J. Burres:,
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WILSON OLIITHOLOGICAL CLUB IMELTING

ny; of the Wilson Ornitholegieal Club was
incis at Urbhana-Chanpairn on Novenbe:
alffiliation of three strung

The twenty-scventh ennual neeti
held un the canfus of the University of Il

1.

20-235, 1941. A happy featurc of the patheriag was the
urr.itholur"ic'-xl societies, the Virginia Sceciety of Oraitholoy, the Georgia Ornitho-
logienl Society, and the Inland Bird Banding Associstiun, with the i/. 0. C.

() ¥ L J

Fca.'turr‘-d by a sy'mpo:'._‘..mﬁ dealing with the 'bistribution of Birds in R=-
Iation teo Heologieal Cohcc*n ', under the chalrmanship of Dre Ve E.Snelfurd, =l
participated in ‘J Dr. Dugene P. Odun, Dr. John 17, Aldrich, Dr. S. C. Kendeiph,

i

Dr. 0. &, Stevens, and Ifr. Rojer Tory I'eterson, the program also included the res..
ing of 23 papere, the showing of e rcumber of motion pictures of a very hich oricr

the sucial events and good fellowship vhich rwke those nmevtings merorcble. i

varivus nabural aistory agencies viiich center ar.und the University of Illinois
servec as hosts, and there were excellent exhitits dealing with eculoricnl techni

n .

ques and nethods in bird studs.

Officers elected fuor the comiag year nre: Iresident, Guc
Cornull University; First Vice~President, S. C. Kendeiph, Universit
Seenmnd VLcu—Pleuidcnt, Olin Sowall lettingill, JIg, Carletin golles:

Heurice Brocks, lest Virginia University; Tr-u:axh-,u:- Gustav Swanson, U, 3. Pish e d
dlife Sorvico; Bditer of The 1iilson Dulletin sselya Von Tyne, University of

Lichisan; and Elcceted Members of the mochoive C'\;u; i1, Lewrcence Velkinshew, Battle

Creelk, ilich., Bugene P. Odum, University of Gm‘)r;)‘ia, acxd Durt Hource, u.nn-;ull 58

K e

Represcnting the V. S. 0, we were handy to have in
Mrs. Hostetter of Harrisonburg, and r. and Mrs. -.‘llt.-, dre of Lynchburg. Hext
year's meeting will be held during the weelkwend following Thanksgiving et Curnell

Uaiversity, Ithaca, N. Y.

fanrice Drooks

- o s GO GO G see s s
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VIRGINIA IN THE 1941 LITERATURE

The Auk. There are several Virginia notes in the January issue. One
(pps 101-1027), Dy John H. Grey and the writer, records the "Cowbird on the Virginia
and North Corolina coasts" during the breeding season., In 'Unusual North Carcline
records?, by H. H. Brirmley, (pp. 106-108) a record is given for the Avocet. oa the
Virginia side of the line on September 8, 1939. "Notes from Princess Ann County,
Virginia", (pp. 108-309) by John He Grey and the writer, incluce records for thé
Parositic (?) Jueger, Laughing Gull, Southern Flicker (an addition to the Virginia
list), Eastern lMeadowlark, and Atlantic Song Sparrow. The seme issue, (pp. 132-133,)
contains an article abcout the Virt Robinson Memecrial at West Ioint, "In Memory of
Wirt Robinson". 1In the July issue Chester F. 'helps of the Virginia Commission of
Game and Inlend Fisheries, reports (p. 409) an "Ainmerican lMarpie in Virginia", a
bird captured in a pole trap near Ballsville, Powhatan County, lay 12, 1940, and now
preserved in the Virginia State HMuseum. There is no other record for the State,
In the discussion (pp. 411-413) of a "Second Flisht of the Sitka Crossbill to
llassachusetts" Ludlow Griscom cites a report of the cccurrence of cleven Red Cross-
bills on April 12, 1941 at Westmoreland State rark. The collection of & specimen
night have shown these birds to be the Sitke Crossbill, since a great flight of
this sub=species into the United States occurred about that time. The same issus
(p. 450) contains an chituary of lferriam Gurretson lLewis, by J. Je Murray. In the
Octobor number Harold H. Bailey reports a "Purple Gallinule nesting in Virpinia®
(pps 573-574), at Hog Island, Northampton County, June 17, 19163 and J. C. Dicken-
son, Jr., describes a "Chimmey Swift having benign lymphangionma®™ (p. 581), which
had been trapped at Charlottesville, Virginia.

The Wilson Bulletin. The December, 1940, issue has not been reported
on. This issue contained o tremendously intercsting ard vory important article by
Haarice Brooks, "The Breeding VWarblers of the Central Alleghany lountain Region"
(pp. 249-266), which has a lot of material on the part of the Alleghany Mountein re-

gilon ineluded in Virginia. In the case of alnust every warbler mentioned he includes

8
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Virginia data. A note, "Red Phalarope and Other Water Birds at Lexington, Vir-
ginia" (pp. 280-28l1), by J. J. Murray, adds King Rail, Yellow Reil, Purple Gallin=-
ule, Vhite-runmped Sandpiper, and Red Fhalarope to formerly published 1ists of water
birds for Rockbridpe County, and pives further data on other speciess The first
three issues for 1941 appear to have nothing that concerns ocur repgion.

The Audubon Magazine (formerly Bird-Lore). There are again nine Chris$-
mas (ensuses from virgpinia in the Supplement to the January-February issue (pp.99-
102), from the following places: Blacksburg, Harrisonburg, Lexington, ILynchburg,
Norfolk, Orange, Richmond, Seward Forest (Brunswick County), and Washington's
Birthplace, In "The Season", now issued as a supplement to each issue, reports
from the Viashington, De Cs, Repion have been discontinued; but reports continue
from the Carclina region, which includes the Back Bay section of Virginia, and
which rarely fails to have some interesting Virginia records. The "Carolina Re-
gion" report is prepared by two Raleigh men, Cs S. Brimley end John H. Grey, the
latter a V. S. 0., member.

Jo Je }‘:'Iurr&y,
Lexington, Virginia.

------ DOV UD ewwenwn
INDEX TO VOLUME TWELVE

(Again the effort has been made to prepare a complete index. All titles
of papers and notes are listcd, all places and pecple mentioned, and with the
cxception of the Christmas Censuses and annual field trip every mention of every
species is included. Fage numbers follow each entry in the Index.)

Addy, C. BE. = 8

Albino Quail, An - 20

Alleghanian Zone - <5

Anmherst County - 29

Mpwin, Mrs. Elsie -~ 74

Annual Field Trip - 24

Anmnual Meeting - 18 - 22

Appomattox County - 29

Baldpate = 3 - 12 -~ 65

Becker, Edna - 32

Bird Study at Comp Powhatan - 56
Bittern, American - 2 =~ 64

Blacksburg Notes - 65

Blacksturg - 2 - 4 - 8 - 18 - 61 ~ 65
Bluebird - 16 - 48 = 60

Bobelink - 3 - 74

Bob-white - 13 - Z0 - 26 - 46

Brown, Ralph M. - 19 - 68

Brunswick County - 5

Bunting, Indigo - 17 = 28 - 49 - 57 = 67
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Calvert, Edward - 7
Calvert, P« P. = 76
Canmp Rapidan in the Blue Ridge Mountains - 26
Canadian Z.ne - 45
Canvas-back - 12
Cardinal - 17 - 28 = 49
Carclinian Zone - 45
Carroll, R« Pe = 7 - 20
Catbird - 156 - 20 - 27 - 47 - 63 - 67
Charlottesville - 28
Chat, Yecllow-bLreasted = 16 = 28 = 49
Chickadee, Carolina = 15 = 27 = 47
Christmas Ccnsuses - 5
Clark, Austin H., = 65
Cobbts Island - 51
Coot - 14
Cormorant, Double-crested - 2
Cowbird - 17 - 50
Creeper, Brovm - 65
Crussbill, Red - 28 - 29
" VThite-winged - 66
Crow, Fish - 15
"  Southern - 15 - 27 - 47 - 57 - 62
Cuckoo, Black=-billed - 26
* Yellow=-billed - 14 - 26 = 46
Curlew, Hudsonian - 52
Curtler, Martin S, - 29
Darden, Mrs. Colgate Ti. =~ 6 = 73
De la Barre, Cs Feo - 9
Dickeissel - 65
Dove, Mourning -~ 14 - 26 = 46 - 57 - 62 = 65
Dowitcher - 3
Duck, Black - 12 - 20 - 656
" , Rinpg-necked - 12 - 50 - 65
" , Ruddy - 2
", Wood -~ 3- 12
Eagle,Bald - 13 - 21
Early nesting Recourd for the Prairie Horned Lark - 18
Egret, American - 3 = 10 -« 52 = 65
Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Ve S 0o =~ 22
Engleby, Te La - 67
BEnglish, Ae Os - 8 = 20 = 25
English, Mrs. A. Os = 8
Pairy Stone State Park - 44
Five Now Birds from Montgomery County - 4
Flicker - 14 = 27 = 47
Flycatcher, Aeadian - 18 - 27 -~ 4%
s Crested = 15 = 27 = 47 = 57
. s Least = 49 - 57
Franklin County - 44
Freer, Ruskin S, - 7 - 280 ~ 64
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Gadwall - 65
Gallinule, Florida = 13 = 64
Garst, lrs. Elsie W. = 8
Giles County - 5 = 9 - 67
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray = 16 = 48 - 57 - 62
Goldfinch - 17 - 28 = 49 - 57
Goose, Canade - 2 - 11
Gould, Joseph E. - 20
Grackle, Bronzed - 66
"  Purple - 17 = 28 = 57 = 62

Grebe, Pied-billed - 11 = 20
Grosbeak, Ruse-breasted - 28
Grouse, Ruffed - 50
Gull, Bonapartet's - 2

" , Herring - 2

® , leughing = 51 - 64

" , Ring-billed -~ 2 - 14 - 68
Hapue, Florence S. - 24
Handley, Charles Qs = 5 - 9 - 18

" s Charles O., Jr. = 4 - 9 = 61 - 656 - 67
Harrisonburg ~ 7
Hawk, Broad-winged - 13

" , Cooper's - 28
Duck - 2=~ 3
Marsh = &7
Pigeon - 3
Red=-shouldered - 13
Red=tailed ~ 26 - 46
Sharp=-shinned - 13 - 46

" , Sparrow - 3 - 13 - 46 - 57
Headed for Cobb's Island - 51
Henderson, Ce = 9
Henry County - 44
Heron, Black-crowned Nicht - 10 - 64

¥ s Gremt Blue = 10 & BT

¥ , Green - 10 - 46 = 52 - 57 = 60

" , Little Blue - 3 - 10

", Yellow=-crowned Night - 10
loare, Henry = 6
Hollins College - 32
Hostetter, Dr. and Mrs. D. Ralph = 7
House Viren 'Tintering at Naruna, Va. = 19
Hoyt, J. Southgate Y. - 28
Fummingbird, Ruby-throated - 14 - 26 =~ 47 - 57 = 65
In Memory of Wirt Robinson - 29
Jay, Blue = 27
Junco = 17

* 4 Carolina - 22 - 28
June Birds of Fairy Stone State Park - <4
Killdeer - 20 - 62
Kingbird = 15 = 27 = 47

"

- - - - - - -
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Kingfisher - 14 - 27 - 50 = 57
Kinglet, Golden-crowned - 16 = 65
" , Ruby-crowned - 4 - 16 - 67
Lark, Preirie Horned - 2 - 18 = 29 ~ 61
Lawless, Kenneth = 7
Lester, Mrs., Louis R. = 5
Lewis, Jchn Be - 6 = 68 =
Lewis, Me Go = 1 = 8 = 23
Lexington, - 7 - 28
Llewellyn, Mr. and Mrs, Leonard - §
Life History of the Brown Thrasher - 32
Lynehburg lotes - 64
Lynchburg - 6 - 29 - 64
Madison County - 26
Mallard - 12 - 62 - 65
Martin, Purple = 15 - 49
fassey, A. B. = 9
Meadowlark - 16 - 28 ~ 50 - 63
Membership List of the V. 8. 0. = 53
Merpanser, American - 3 - 4 = 13
" , Hooded = 13 ~ 656
” , Red-breasted - 13
Merriam Garretson Lewis: In lfemcriam = 1
Micklem, He M. - 78
Mockingbird - 15
Montgomery County Nesting notes =61
Montgomery County = 2 = 4 = 8 = 61
Mountain Lake = 9 - 67
My South /American Bird Voyage - 68
Murroay, de Je = 29 - 30 = 31 ~ 44
", Mrs, J. J. - 29
MeIlwaine, W. Be Jr., = 51
MeInteer, Je Fo = 8
lleIntosh, Billy - 7
Naruna = 19
Nest of Great Horned Owl - 20
Nesting, Records for the Seward Forest - 58
Nighthawk = 26 = 64
Norfolk Note, A = 74
Muthateh, Red-breasted - 2
" . VWhite-breasted - 15
Officers of V. S. 0. = 24
Orftre = 6
Oriole, Baltimore - 28 - 57
Oriole, Orchard - 17 =~ 28
Ornithology Leboratory Notebook (Review) - 31
Osprey - 13
Ovenbird - 6 - 27 - 48 - 62 - 63 - 67
Owl, Barn - 2
" , Barred - 47 - 64
" , Great Horned - 20 - 50 - 62
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Owl, Saw-whet - 67
" , Sereech - 50
Qystercatcher - 52
Patrick County - 44
Pewee, Tfcod = 16 = 27 = 47 = 57
Petrel, Wilson's - 51
Fhalarope, Northern - 28 - 684
Phoebe = 15 = 27 = 47 - 57 - 63
Pintail ~ 12 « 685
Pipit - 65
Plover, Black=-bellied - 14
w 4 Golden = 19 = 20
% , Upland = 3 = 63
Rail, Black - 2 = 63
" o Blappey « 52
R s Brrinia = 2 » 63
Rapidan. -~ 26
Raven - 27
Raven, The - 23
Red Creossbills at Lexington =« 28
Redstart - 28 - 49
Redwing - 17 - 20 - 50 - 52 - b7 - 62
Roeod, Mrs. Ae Co. = 5 = 10 = 21
Richmond - 6
Rounoke = 8 = 19 - 22
Robin - 16 = 27 - 48 - 62
Robinson, ifirt - 29 - 30
Roekbridge County -~ 56

Salen - 8
Sandpiper, Least - 3 - 20
" , Pectoral - 3
" , Semipalnated - 3 - 20
b s Spotted - 14 - 57
- , Stilt - 19
" , Wlestern - 3 - 4

s White-runmped - 67
Sapsucker - 67
Saw=whct Owls at Koanoke - 67
Scaup, Lesser = 12 = 65
Scoter, Vhite-winped - 64
Season (1940) at Blacksburpy = 2
Seward Forest - 5
Shaw, Howard =56
Shoveller - 3 - 65
Shrike - 57

" , Loggerhead - 4
Skimmer, Black - 52
Smith, Ce Emerson - 6
Smyth, Ellison idger - 75
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Snipe, Wilscn's = 3 - 20 - 65
Sparrow, Chipping - 17 = 28 = 49 - 62
- En;;lish - 50 - 62
Field - 17 - 28 -'49 - 62
Fox - 17 - 656
Gembel's - 3 = &
Grasshopper = 60 -~ 67 - 66
Lincoln's = 3
Savannah - 57
Song = 17 - 60 - 62 = 65
Swanp = 17 - 28 - 66
Tree - o7 = 65
Vesper - 50 - 63
White-crovmed - 29 - €5
Vihite~throated -« 17 = 28 = 57 - 66 - 67
Starling, 20~ 48-61
Stevens, Kingsley - 7
Stilt Sandpiper at Roanoke - 18
Stumpy Loke (Nlorfolk) - 10
Swallow, Banl = 3 = 62
" L, Barn -3 =15 - 27 - 62 - 64
. L UIT -3 8
" , Rough-winged -« 3 - 47 = 57 - 63
" LS Tree -3 =15~ 62 = 65
Swan, VWhistling - 5
Swift, Chimmey - 14 - 26 - 47 - 67
Sydnor, Jomes = 6
Tanager, Scarlet - 28 - 49 = 57
o  Summer - 17 = 28 = 20 = 49
Teal, Blue=-winged = 12
" _ Green-winred - 12 - 65
Tern - 50
" , Caspian - 64
" _ Common - 52
" , Porster's - 51 = 67
" Gull-billed - 52
", Least - 14 - 52
Thrasher, Browvn - 15 = 32 = 47 - 57 - 63 = 67
Thrush, Hermit, 16
", Gray-checked - 67
s Olive-backed = 27 - 67
" , Wood = 27 -~ 48 = 67
Titmouse, Tufted - 15 = 27 = 47
Towhee = 17 = 28 =29 = 49
Treasurer's Report - 26
Triplet - 61
Turnstone, Ruddy = 52
Ve Se Os = 22 - 24 = 26 - B2
Veery = 27 = 29 = 67
Vireo, Mountain - 27 - 57 - 67
% 4 Philadephia = 3
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Vireo, Red-eyed = 16 = 27 - 48 - 63
" , Warbling - 64
" ., Phite-eyed « 2 = 3 = 16 ~ 48 = 63
Virginia in the 1941 Literature - Dee. Issuc - 78
Virginia Field Notes - 29
Virginia Notes = 65
Vulture, Black - 26 - 50 - 58
% , Turkey - 13 - 26 - 46 - 57 ~ 63 - 66
Warbler, Blackburnian = 27 = 67
., Black & White = 16 = 27 = 48 = 635 - 07
", Black=-poll - 27
, Black-throated Green = 66
", Oeirngta = 27 - 67
» Cape Moy - 66
4 s Canada - 28 =67
s Cerulean - 2 = 57
B , Chestnut-sided = 27 = 67
, Connecticut - 3
" , Golden-winged - 50 - 64
" , Hooded - 16 - 28 - 49 - 57 = 63
" , Kentucky - 2 - 3 = 4 = 28 = 49
® , Mourning - 2 - 3
", Myrtle = ¢ - 16
" , Parule - 16 - 27 - 48 ~ 63
, Fine - 16 = 48 = 62
W  , Prairig = 186 = 27 .= 48 = 65
, Prothonotary -~ 16
, Tennessee =« 2 = 64
, Western Paln - & - 64 = 65
s liorm-cating = 48 - 63
i s, Yellow==_16 = 27 = 50
", Yellow-throated -~ 27 = 25 =48
Ward, Williem Bs - 6 - 28
Vfaber=thrush, Louisiana - 27 - 50 = 62 - 67
Watson, He Jo = Y
Waxwing, Cedar = 27 s 48
Thip-poor-will - 26 = 47 = 67
Whistling Swan in Giles County = b
Willet - 52
filson Ornithological Club - 23 = 78
Wiltshire, Mr. & Mrs. James - 7
Wood, Mr. & Mrs. Roy = 8
VWoodcock - 46
Voodpecker, Downy - 15 - 27 = 47 = 67 - 62
% , Hoiry - 14 - 47 = 57
" , Fileated - 14 - 47

it , Red-headed =~ 57
e , Red-bellied = 14 Yellowlegs, Groater - 3 -14 - 2C
YWren, Bewick's - 4 - 50 o , Lesser = 3- 20
" , Carolina - 15 - 27 = 47 Yellowthroat, lMaryland - 28 =29

¥ , House - 19 - 27 = 49 - 60 - 62
" , Short-billed Marsh.=- 3 - 67
% o inter = 18

VythaLounty - 5
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