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Some Characteristics of the Canadian Zone
in the Southern Mountains.

By J. J. Murray.

This subject cannot be discussed without recognition of the fact that many
biologists are raising the question whether there is any such thing as the
Canadian or any other life zone and whether the whole system of faunal zones
so diligently worked out in America by field naturalists has any significance,
Criticism of Dr, C. Hart Merriam's life zone maps has been increasing of late,
and particularly of his statement, as expressed in the two temperature laws,
of the causal factors underlying these zones, Such criticisms are summed up
in a recent article, "Merriam's Life Zones of North America," by Prof. R. F.
Daubenmire, of the University of Idaho. (Quarterly Review of Biology, Vol.
1.3, September, 1938, pp. 327-332.) Dr. S. C. Kendeigh and Dr. V. E, Shelford
(both in 'The Wilson Bulletin,' Vol. 44, September, 1932) have well stated
the difficulties faced by Merriam's theory. It is easy to make such criticism
both ungracious and unjust, ungracious if we forget the pioneer oconditions
under which Merriam was working, and unjust if we imply that the results of
his work are overthrown. A pioneer can hardly be held responsible for his
limitations or expected to state his theory in a form that will be subject to
no future modification, else Darwin would by now have lost all credit for his

theory of evolution. Yet it cannot be denied that the effect of these criticisms

hes been very damaging, particularly to the theoretic basis of Merriam's
work. His use of a purely floristic and faunistic viewpoint cannot stand
against the objections brought by the sociological (plant-animal communities)
concept dominant in modern ecology. H is temperature laws were based on in-
sufficient and faulty data and involved a considerable amount of guess work.
His emphasis on temperature as the almost solely regulative factor in dis-
tribution was a pure assumption. It is, indeed, likely that the present
disposition to minimize greatly the effect of temperaturec is a swing too far
in the other direction; but the group of ecological factors rcgulating the
oceurrence of plant-animal groups is entirely too complex to make it safe to
choose any factor as a favorite. Further, the maps delimiting these zones
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have been found to call for considerable revision., Particularly is the paint-
ing of transcontinental bands a risky undertaking. The zone concept is much
ecasier to work out in the west than in the northeast, and much simpler to
follow in mountain regions, in the west and in the southern Appalachians, than
in great level regions, But even the validity of these criticisms must not
make biologists forget the great importance of Merriam's pioneer work in the
field of distribution in America. Nor has all this criticism destroyed the
practical usefulness in field ornithology of the zone concept. Whatever be
the causal factors in their distribution systemetically, there are avian
associations which correspond to the Canadian, Transition, Upper and Lower
Austral, and other zones. In the Virginia mountains, for example, a man
fimiliar with the territory and led blindfold to some point on a mountain-
s.de could tell, from the group of birds singing about him, not only the zone
into which he had been brought but with reasonable accuracy the altitude at
which he stood,

For some years the writer has been interested in the problems connected
with the life zones as they appear in the Southern mountains. That interest
has been keenest as regards the occurence of the Canadian Zone in the Virginia
mountains. Certain remarks may be made tentatively. One thing that seem
fairly clear in the study of the zones in this section is that these zones are
mich looser entities and the boundarics between them much more ragged than
was once thought. That is probably true everywhere. It is particularly
true, however, in a region like the Southern Appalachians where my none too
adlequate field expericnce has been gained. The map of any zone in the
Appalachians is much like the recent H itler map of Caecho-Slovakia. Not only
are there great Sudeten indentations behind the little Maginot line, but there
are Teutonic islands far in the interior. This is decidedly true of the
boundary between the Carolinian and the Alleghanian, where the boundary is not
so much a line as a cross-word puzzle. It is less true of the boundary betweol.
the Alleghanian and the Canadian; but that is due to the fact that in the Appa-
lachians the Canadian usually occurs in the form of island mountain tops, where
the spruce arecas are rather definitely shaped caps, or at leest belts., If thore
were more high country in this region and more extensive spruce forests, the
bhoundaries would probable be more irregular.

The Canadian Zone, as seen in Virginia and in the Southern Appalachians
generally, is by no mecans a pure type of the Oanadian. It should be recognized
as a Southern or modified Canadian, It has often been pointed out that island
spots or finger-like extensions belonging to any faunal zone are rarely typica..
T+ has not been sufficiently recognized that this is true of the whole south-
ward extension of the Alleghanian and Canadian Zones along the mountains
through Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, and the states beyond. As an indica-
tion of the modified character of the Southern Canadian it may be pointed out
that of the 27 birds named by Dr. Frank M. Chapman, in his "Handbook of Birds
of Eastern North America," as characteristic of the Canadian there arc 16 which
do not occur south and east of the West Virginia plateau as breeders, and only
one of the 16 occurs even in West Virginia, Virginia is in a particularly
uafortunate position as regards a share in this interesting Canadian Zone.
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While there is a good deal of Canadian Zone territory (of the modified Southern
type) on the high Alleghany plateau of West Virginia, and a fair area of it on
the great peaks of the Smokies, along the North Carolina - Tennessee line, there
is no territory in Virginia which can really be called pure Canadian, even of
that modified form. We have some spots which approach this, although they do
not seem quite to reach it.

Virginia once had a good deal more semi-Canadian territory than she now
has. The presence of northern conifers of the spruce-fir tyve seems to be a
1imiting factor in the presence of this zone. Since man has appropriated al-
most all of the original spruce areas for purposses which seem to some of us of
less importance than the production of Winter Wrens and Hermit Thrushes, we now
have only spots of Canadian, very few, very small, and not quite typical.
Thcse ppots are to be found in Southwest Virginia, where there is spruce at tke
tops of such mountains as Mt. Rogers and White Top, which go up around 5,000
feet; and on the high plateau regions of Highland County, bordering the West
Vivrginia Alleghanies. Dr. William C. Rives, in the map accompanying the dis-
cassions in his book, "A Catalogue of the Birds of the Virginias," certainly
allotted too much territory to the Canadian in Virginia; and since he wrote in
1890 that territory has dwindled still further. That process of diminution is
evident in the contrast between conditions on White Top as found by Rives in lLais
visit in 1888 and the dryer, more open and, therefore, less Canadian conditicns
t> be found there now, On middle Mountain, in Highland County, the contrast
Letween 19 00 and today is still more painfully evident. It may be noted that
the effect in the Southern mountains of man, with his heavy foot and his sharp
axe, is definitely to raise the altitude for both the Carolinian-Alleghanian
and the Alleghanian-Canadian boundary line. As hc clears the hecavy forests cn
she mountain-sides and then burns them over he changes the character of the flora,
reduces the ability of the soil to hold moisture, exposes the ground to the sun
and raises the average temperature; and all these changes together swing the
nendulum from boreal toward custral conditions. Heuppily the United States
Forcst Service is doing something to weight’the balance in the other directicz;
happily, beccuse we in the South, where there is plenty of austral territory ¢
work on, would like an occasional chance 2t the higher zones. Unhappily, how-
ever, man's influence is greater when he blunders into the Canadian than any-
where else. Winter Wren habitats can be destroyed in a few days. They canncs
ne restored, if indeed they can ever be really recreated, short of generatiors.

This ability of man to effect changes in the limits of faunal zones in ili-
wountain region suggests that the factor of altitude may not be entitled to thu
irportance once assigned to it among the factors which make the zones. The
Canadian Zone, certainly, is limited not so much by altitude as by a compliex o’
ecological factors, of which high altitude and its attendant factor of low tem-
perature is only one. As has already been pointed out, the presence of norib-
ern conifers of the spruce-fir type is one of the essential and limiting factiors,
or at least indicctors. Merriam, in the first paper in which he discussed his
temperature laws, the San Francisco Mountain paper of 1890, stated that "temrzr~-
ture is more potent than humidity."™ As far as the Canadian Zone in the Sout: i:
concerned, humidity is certainly a highly important factor, possibly more
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important than temperature. At least it is true that, temperature and other
factors being equal, humidity is important enough then to become decisive,
White Top and Mt. Rogers, side by side in Southwest Virginia, stant at almost
exactly the same altitude. Both are capped with northern conifers. But Rogers
i3 damp under its dark spruces, while White Top today is relatively dry.
Correspondingly, at the same elevation Dr. Alexander Wetmore and I found on
mite Top only one of three distinctive and commonly associated Canadian Zone
snecies (Winter Wren, Golden-crovned Kinglet, and Red-breasted Nuthatch), while
on. Rogers we found all thrce. It would scem likely, as suggested by Transeau
‘2 a paper of the Michigan Academy of Sciente in 1905, that the precipitation
eaporation ratio is a fector of critical importancc in the limiting of these
zones, ("Climatic Centers and Centers of Plant Distribution," E. D. Transeau,
1305, Rept. Mich. Aczd. Sc., 7:73-75).

Since this Southern form of the Canadian Zone is not altogether typical,

i% is not easy to compile a list of birds so definitely characteristic that ihe
group may be considered as 'zonal indicators' for the Canadian 2nd their pressice
1% a group on any mountain taken as proof that the mountain lies within that
zonLe., Probably it is not casy to compile such a group of ‘zonal indicators'
anywhere. In fact, one of the weaknesses of the whole theory of zones is that
the lists of characteristic birds usually offered will not bear critical
analysis. The difficulty of getting a satisfactory list is greater than usual
in ogdr modified form of the Canadian. Of course we can never depend on any
s.nzle species as an index to & zone. In each case the 'zonal indicators® form
A group, or avian association. And it is clear, at least in the case of the
Southern Canadian, that this is not a very large group, Dr. Chapman nemes 27
species as characteristic of the Canadian Zone., Of these, 15 do not occur in
the South at all; and anouther, the Olive-backed Thrush, does not occur south
and east of West Virginia. 7Pwo of the remaining 11, the Red Cross bill and th=
Y.:kin, are so erratic in their occurrence that they are of liitle value for
tLis purpose, Three others, Blackburnian and Canada Warblers and Carolina
Janco, are as common in the upper Alleghanian in this vcegion as in the Canadion
and so are of no help. Consequently we have only six »irds of the list left as
2 group of *zonal indicators! for the Canadien Zone in Virginia and in the

£ :th generally. These six are the Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper,
W. nter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, and Megnolia Warbler. To
“th>se might be added two other specics which are not named by Dr. Chapman bub
waich, since in the Southern mountains they overlap at most ‘only the uppermos®
elge of the Alleghanian, may be considered as sufficiently characteristic of
the Canadian, the Black-capped Chickadec and the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.
1is group of eight birds scems rather definitcely indicative of the presence

»f the Canadian Zone in Virginie end the South. When all of this group are
found together, which is not the case in any plece I know of in Virginia, we
may be certain that we cree in Cenadian territory. Four of them are so trust-
w>rthy in this respect - the nuthatch, creeper, wren end kinglet - that if aay
cne of them is met with, we may feel fairly surc that we are in Canadian
_ territory, even though some factor in the environment may so incomplete as to
~kecp the territory from being altogether typical. It may mean that we are in
Loeritory which, once Canadian, is not losing its character because of changes



in the environment. In addition thore is another group of birds, consisting of
the Veery, Mountain Vireo, Blackburpian, Cairns' and Conadian Warblers, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, Carolina Junco, and a ' few others, which ig a border line
group., These birds, when found together, indicate that we are at least in the
neighborhood of Canadian conditions.

Thesc suggestions arc offered hesitantly, not with any idea that they con-
tribute much to the question before us, but with the hope that they may lead
other workers to tackle the problem of zones in the South and begin to amass
dnta which will be useful in a reconstruction of the zone concept.

Lexington, Virginia,
(This paper was read at the mecting of the American Ornithologists? Union in
Washington, D. C., October 18, 1938.)
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THE NINTH ANNUAL MEETING

. The ninth annual meeting will be held at the Southland Hotel in Norfolk,
February 17 and 18th, 1939, The meoting will open at 2 P. M. on the 17th with
the annual dinner at 6:30 P. M.

All members of the Society are urged to teke part in the program. Mr. A.
0. English, 308 Westover Avcnuc, Roanoke is program chairman, and should be
notified as carly as possible of the title cf papors and approximate length of
time required on the progran.

'In addition to papers by members of the Society the program will include
one paper by a leading ornithologist from outside the state, by invitation. The
evening program following the banquet will include colored moving pictures of
spceial interest,

Mrs. Catherine C. Reed of Norfolk who is in charge of local arrangements
is sparing no effort in preparing for the comfort and entertainment of all who
attend. All members are urged to bring friends and visitors who are interosfed
in bird study., All sessions of the general meeting including the banquet are
open to everyone interested in birds.

The field trip on the 18th will bec of particular interest and enjoyment.
The Back Bay Water Fowl Refuge will be the main objective., The Warden, Mr.
arry Bailey, is meking preparations for us and will have ready a sufficient
rumber of boats to take the entire group out on Back Bay, Incrcase in the
.umber of waterfowl since the refuge was established is of particular interest.
Thore are about 4,000 snow geese, and a large flock of swans in addition to tens
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of thousands of ducks of many kinds, spending the winter on the refuge.

Lunch will be scrved at the CCC Camp on the refuge. Make your plans to be
there,

M. G. Lewis, President.

William Cabell Rives 111

Members of the Virginia Socicety of Ornithology will be distressed to
learn of the death of Dr, William C, Rives, who passed away at his home in
Wachington on December 18th last. Iuperal services were held on Deccmber 21st
at the Cathedral in Washington. Dr, Rivcs was the author of our most important
book on Virginia birds, "A Catalogue of the Birds of the Virginias,™ and onc
of the first Honorary Members elceted by our Society. A sketch of his life
will appear in an early number of The Raven,

The Kingfisher's Song To
Falling River

Flow rapid little stream

Over dark crags that lie,
Within your willful way

And let your spray dash high.,
Tall, sighing, hemlock trees,

Over your fern banks look
Flow silent in and out

Beneath their stately gloom,

Flow past the curving hills,
Keep thesec old friends asleep:
With lap of tripping waves,
Flow calm, flow clear, flow decp.
- Flow under summer's sun,
Gently, serene, and wide--
And let the moon's soft glow
Within your bosom hide,

Bertha Daniel
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ALBINISTIC JUNCO IN AMELIA COUNTY,

On the afternoon of December 2 I was looking for water birds along the
south side of Beaver Pond, the largest body of water in Amelia county. In a
rarge Plock of Juncos I noticed one with a conspicuously white back, Its mark-
ings were recorded from a field glass examination, but I decided the next morn-
irg, to return and, if possible, to collect it. After some search the albin-
istic bird was again located, and wes collected, and the skin made up.

The top of the head and neck and the front back are the usual slate color,
but much mottled and spotted with white, From the middle of the back to and
including the upper tail coverts it is almost pure white., In fact the feathers
may be so arranged that no slate color shows., The front breast is also mottled
wich white. The tail is normal.

John B, Lewis,
Amelia, Virginia
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THE CHRISTMAS CENSUS

Norfolk, Virginia. (Hunchback Rd and Little Creek Lake to Va. Beachj; then
Seashore St., Park; finished at Lynnhaven Bridge.) =--Dec. 263 8:15 A.M, to 4:15
P.M. 'Cloudy, with a drizzle all afternoon; wind mederate, East; temp. 46° at
start, 52° at return, Observers togethor from Va. Beach to finish, 3% hours;

&, deed alone rest of time. Total miles by car, 50; miles on foot, lst observer
5, Horned Grebe, 1; Pied-billed Grebe, 16; Double-crested Cormorant, 303

‘reat Blue H eron, 1; Mellard, 1; Black Duck, 15; Pintail, 1; Ring=-necked' Duck,
1863 Lesser Scaup, 1l2; Golden-sye, 53 Buffle-head, 4; White-winged Scoter, 3;
Surf Scoter, 1; Hooded Merganser, 1; Red-breasted Merganser, 18; Turkey Bulture,
+: Cooper's H awk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 5; Killdeer, 23; Red-backed
Sandpiper, 3; Herring Gull, 219; Ring-billed Gull, 5; Bonaparte's Gull, 1000
rest); Kingfisher, 2; Flicker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, l; Eastern Crow, 15;
Carolina Chickadee, 11; Tufted Titmouse, 1; Brown-header Nuthatch, 1; Carolina
“ren, 6; Mockingbird, 1; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 81 (est); H ermit Thrush, 1:
Rlucbird, 8; Starling, 47; Myrtle Warbler, 3; English Sparrow, 21; Meadowlark,
72; @ardinal, 2; Towhee, l; Junco, 7; White-throeted Sparrow, 6; Fox Sparrow,

7; Song Sparrow, 8, Total, 47 species, 1995 individuals, The Surf Scoter

was observed quite close to shere with 10x binoculars by C. Reced. The white on
rape and white forehead and red on bill were noted., -- Mrs. Albert C. Reed, Miss
Zally Ryan,

On December 15, in the same arca and in addition to the above, I cbrained
Greater Scaup, I (this was with a group of Lesser scaup and had been observed
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before); Black Vulture, 1; Coot, l; Golden-crcwned Kinglet, 1. At Cape Henry
I added considerably more. It wes s bitter cold day, so cold one could hardly
stand outside the car., The sca was very rough. Therc was, I should think, a
compact floek of from 1500 - 2000 Benaparte's gulls, tho'! it was impossible

for me to count theri, It was an immense flock and & wonderful sight. Because
T the rollers and spoondrift, when on the sea, they utterly disappeared from
riaw, In fact it wos not until a freighter was passing up coast, sent them up
from the water, that I knew they were therel Then thoy performed there beauti-
ful ewolutions. I have secn large flocks of Bonapartce's at Nahant penisula,
3nston, but never one as large as this, It secmed as tho all the Bonaparte's
*:1ls on the New England coast must have moved south with the storm., There was
.50 Red~-throcted Loon, 1; Gannets, 50 (est); White-winged Scoters, 6 (flying;;
erican Scoter, 1 (flying); and Loughing Gulls, 15, It secns as tho we were
wving an unusual number of scoters,

g
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Mrs. A, C, Reed
1519 Morris Avenue
Norfolk, Virginia

Cepc Henry, Virgihia, December 28, 8:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 4% hours in car
anl on foot, 20 miles., Weather 28-40 degrecs, clear, stiff northwest wind.,
Cape H enry westward along Chesapeak Bay to one mile beyond Little Creek, in-
n'uding Lynhaven Inlet and Linkhorn Bay and intermediate peints., Pied-bille”
rrcbe, l; Lesser Scaup, 2; Am. Golden-cyc, 2; Baffleheed, 12; 01d Squaw, 1;
Rut-breasted Merganser, 1; Turkey Vulture, 5; Black Vulture, 3; Red-shoulder-
5¢ Hawk, 1; Bald Eegle, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Killdeer, 15; Sanderling, 10;
Serring Gull, 110; Ring-billed Gull, 80; Kingfisher, 1; Flicker, 3; Downy Wood-
necker, 2; Crow, 613 Fish Crow, 7; Carclina Chickadce, 5; "Titmouse, 6; Winter
Yren; 1; Cerolina Wren, 16; Mockingbird, 3; Robin, 175; Hermit Thrush, 3;
Piuebird, 20; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1; Starling, 10; Myrtle Warbler, 90; Eng-
1lish Sparrow, 5; Mcadowlark, 13; Red-wing, 25; Cardinal, 10; Goldfinch, 2;
iowhee, 3; Slate-colored Junce, 15; Ficld Sparrow, 10; White-throated Sparrow
3.2; Swamp Sparrow, 3; Song Sparrow, 25; Total, 42 species, 734 individuals.
Szen at Virginia Beach, but not counted in this census: Great Blue Heron, 1:
Canada Geosc, 53 White-winged Scoter, 200 (est.) Surf Scoter, 600 (est.);
Ancrican Scoter, 50; Cowbird, 75.

John Grey
Raleigh, N. C,
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Back Bay, Virginia, December 29, 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 1 hour out in
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middle of day., 7 hours in field, In car from Sandbridge south 12 miles along
coast and return in morning. In motor boat with Bailey in alfternoon through
Sand Bay, Red Head Bay, Shipps Bay, Big Narrows and intermediste points in after
noon, this latter section covering the Federal Nigratory Waterfowl Refuge of
Jack Bay. Larger numbers of waterfowl mainly estimates. About 35 miles,
Weather: 24 to 40 Depgrees, clear in forenooh, cloudy in afternoon, light north-
w2st wind, Common Loon, 15; Pied-billed Grebe, 2; Great Blue Heron, 1l; Whistl-
ing Swan, 1,000; Canada Goose, 3,000; Greater Snow Geose, 4,000; Blue Goose,

20; Mallard, 2; Black Duck, 300; Baldpate, 2,000; Pintail, 2,000; Greater Scaup,
125; White-winged Scoter, 100; Surf Scoter, 450; Americen Scoter, 450; Ruddy
Tack, 100; Turkey Vulture, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Bald Eagle, 1; Marsh Hawk, 8;
Wostern Sandpiper, 1; Sanderling, 50; Herring Gull, 96; Ring-billcd Gull, 91;
¥.ngfisher, 13 Flicker, 1; Crow, 14; Fish Crow, 20; Carolina Wren, 10; Mcadow-'
lark, 10; Red-wing, 50; Towhee, 1; Swamp Sparrow, 50; Song Sparrow, 35. Total,
£5 species, 15,600 individuals, (First Snow Geesc arrived on November 9,; and
first Swan on November 10,)

John Grey, Raleigh, N. C.
RE Harry A. Bailey, Oceana, Va,

Anelia, Virginia, Amelia village, down Amelia branch one mile, through
wonds and fields to Nibb's Creck, up crecek to Hardaway pond, west 2 miles to
M.adel farm; by auto to Wiatcrham, 2 miles on foot on adjoining farms; by auto
5. Beaver Pond, 2 miles on foot around pond, by autc home. Greatest distance
L>iween places visited, 12 niles. December 20, 7:20 A.M. to 12:20; 1:10 P.M.
to> 5 P, Total time a-field 8 hours arnd 40 minutes. Observer alone, Miles
cn foot, about 11; miles by auto, 18, Temp. at start 20, at return 42; clear,
1ittle wind, no snow.

Wood Duck, 3; Lesser Scaup, 4; Turkey Vulture, 6; Black Vulture, 2; Red-
chouldered Hawk, 1; Killdeer, 9; Mourning Dove, 32; CGreat Horned Owl, (heard
ot night), 1; Pileatsd Woodpecker, 13 Red-Header Woodpecker. 43 Yellow-Bellied
Hznsueker, 13 Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Phoebe, 2; Blue Jay,
10y Crow, 263 Carolina Chickedee, 6; Tufted Titrouse, 2; White-breasted Nuthasch,
?; Brown Creeper, 2% Wintcr Wren, 2; Carolina lren, 4; Loekingstird, 6; Hermit
Thrush, 2; Bluebird, 9; Golden-Crowned Kinglct, 5; Shrike, 1; Starling, (flock
cstimated), 160; Mouse Sparrow, (partly estimeted), 40; Mcadowlark, 38; Cardi--
ral, 8; Purple Fimch, 2; Goldfinchk, 14; Junco, 86; Whitc~throated Sparrow, 23;
Yong Sperrow, l44 Species, 36; igdividuals, 407,

Robins and Bob-whites werc secn, December 18; and Field Sparrows, Red-
bellied Woodpecker and Flicker were seen, December 19+ Myrtle Warblers are
zcarce this winter,

John B. Lewis

arsn s o e HODIO OO o v i
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Lexington, Virginia, (Circle of 8 miles' diameter, from Lexington north-
west; territory usually covered; campus of Washington & Lee University and of
Virginia Military Institute, Big Spring Pond, open ficlds, oak woods, cedar
thickets)., =-Dec. 26; 8 A.i. to S P.M., one hour out at noon. Heavy clouds;
snowing hard after 10 otelock, turning to sleet and rein in late afternoon; visi-
»ility at minimum; brisk wind, esst in morning to northwest in aftornoon; ground
frozen; temp, 32 at start, 33 at return., Observers together entire 8 hours.

25 miles by car, 8 on fcot. Mallard, 2; Red-legged Black Luck, 1; Cormon Bleck
Duck, 8; Baldpate, 2; Green-wingcd Teal, 3; Hooded Merganser, 4; Sparrow Hawk,
2' Killdeer, 5; King-fisher, 1; Flicker, 1; Pileated Woodpocker, 2; Red-bellied
Wrodpecker, 3; Red-headed Woodpecker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker,
4. Prairie Horred Lark, 75; Blue J ay, l; Crow, 29; Carolinn Chickadee, 22;
ufted Titmouse, 12; White-breestcd Nuthateh, 8; Carolina Wren, 9; Mockingbird,
2: Robin, 2; Bluebird, 9; Colden-crcwned Kinglet, 6; Migrent Shrike, 1; Starl-
ing, 5343 Myrtle Warbler, 11; House Sparrow, 83; Meadow lark, 37; Cardinal, 69;
Purple Finch, 30; Goldfinch, 30; Junco, 106; Tree Sparrow, 103; White-crowned
snarrow, 4; White-throated Sparrow, 18; Fox Sperrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 15.
motal, 40 species, 1258 individuals. This Red-legged Black Duck has almost be-
corie demesticeted at Big Spring. Prairie Horned Larks identificd sub-specifical-
7. A flock of 20 Cardinals seen imn one small thicket. J. Southgate Y. Hoyt,

J. Js Nuraays

Blacksburg, Va. (V.P.I. farm and along Strouble's Creek to New River and
~ne mile down-stream).--Dec. 20; 6:30 a.,m, to 6 p.m. Clear at start to com-
plotely overcast by 3:30 p.m.; ground bare; no wind ot start to light west wind
by noon; temp, 200 at start, 40° at return, Observers in two groups as follows«
party 1, 3 observers starting at Lover's Leap on New River thence afoot up’the
river and up Strouble's Creck to Blacksburg, ll%—hours, 15 miles; party 11, 3
observers in forenoon, 5 in efternoon; listencd for owls before daybreck and
after sundown, 11} hours, 12 miles afoot, 20 miles by automobile; observations
within an arca 8 miles in diameter. Total miles afoot, 27; miles by automcbile,
20; total hours afoot anc by automobile, 23. Great Blue Heron. 1; Mallerd, 73
Red-logzed Black Duck, 1; Cormon Black Duck, 13; Beldpate, £; Pintail, 1; Greecn-
winged Tocal, 4; Canvasback, 1; Lesser Scaup Duck, 20; Hooded Mergenser, 12;
Turkey Vulturc, 154; Black Vulturc, 1; Goshawk (obécrved by Handley & Woolley) ,
1; (feeding on a mourning dove) Cooper's Hawk, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 4; Bald
Fagle, 1; Marsh Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Ruffed Grouse, 1; Bob-white, 76 (6
coveys, also remains of 8 rccently killed birds, appeared tc be mostly workrcof
Cooperts Hawk); Killdeer, 5; Wilson's Snipe, 6; Domestic Pigeon, 22; Mourning
Iove, 78; Barred Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Flicker, 7; Pileated Woodpecked,
£; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2; Red-header Woodpccker, 57; Yellow-belliecd Sap-
sucker, 1l; Hairy Woodpecker, 4; Downy Woodpecker, 12; Phoebe, 5; Prairie~horned
Lark, 8; Blue Jay, 57; Crow, 328 (part est.); Carolina Chickadee, 31; Tufted
Titmouse, 17; White-breasted Nuthatch, 25; Brown Creeper, 1; Winter Wren, 8;
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Carolina Wreny3l; Mockingbird; 9; Robin, 4; Hermit Thrush, 2:; Bluchird, 21;

Golden-crowned Kinglet. 20; Migrant Shrike, 2; Starlirg. 20V4 l(pact :=t.); Eng-
lish Sparrow, 52; Meadcrlark, 101 (part est.); Cardinal, 3127¢ Puw,ls Tirch, 42;
Goldfinch, 209 (part est.); Savannah Sparrow, 1: Junco 1€7 wayit «:%.), Tree

Sparrow, 190 (part est ); Field Sperrow, 6; Whive-cronuad Hourvew, 27 ahadt=
vhroated Sparrow, 12; Fox Sparrow, 6; Song Sparrow, 1uC., 1%sal, o3 opocies,

4.94 individuals. Edward Addy, J. E. Thornton, C. O. fand sy, Jr., 7uth Zllis,
T. R. King, Donald J. Woolley, W. W, Bailey, C. 0. Hardley,

Lyachburg, Va.=---(Timber Lake, country roads via Foplar Forest, Graves'
¥ili.) Dec, 26; 8:00 A.M., to 12 M, Cloudy; ground bare at start, heavy, wet
srow beginning at 10 A,M.. inch of snow at noon; wind from N.E., rather strong,
ccld and raw; temp, 35 degrees at start, Four miles on foot, fifteen in car,
lizllard, 7; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Marsh Hawk, 1; Wild Turkey, 1; Killdeer, 8;
llourning Dove, 4; Flicker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 9; FPhoebe, 1; Prairie Horned
ierk, 6; Blue Jay, 7; Crow, 11; Chickadee, 9; Tufted Titmouse, 8; White-breast-
e¢ Nuthatch, 6; Red-breested Nuthatch, 4; Brown Creepcr, 1l; Winter Wren, 1;
Cerolina Wren, 9 (singing); Mockingbird, 1; Bluebird, 8; Golden-crowned King-
let, 2; Starling, 29; Myrtle Varbler, 2; English Sparrow, 12; Meadowlark, 30
(flock, est,); Cardinal, 13; Purple Finch, 70 (flocks of 18 and 40 est.); Gold-
fiuch, 50 (flock of 40 est.); Junco, 28l; Tree Sparrow, 12; Field Sparrow, 6;
Swamp Sparrow, 1; Song Sparrow, 6 (singing). The Wild Turkey was near the main
highway at Timber Lake. T assumed at first that it was an escaped domestic
cuvkey, but it took fligat and flew clear across the lake, arousing my suspici..:
Laser a neighbor boy told me that it had been around the lakec since lest
summer., It is a very large male.--Totals, 34 species, 620 individuals.=-=-
Ruskin S. Freer, :
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The ninth Annual Meeting of The V. S« O« was called to order by the
president, Mre. M. Ge Lewis, at two o'clock on February 17, 1939, in the
Southland Hotel, Norfolk, Virginia. Letters of regret because of their
inability to attend the Annual Meeting were read from Dr. Wetmore, who is
preparing to go on an expedition to Vera Cruz, and from Mr. Eike, who is
out of the state on a busincss tripe

During the afternoon session, Mr. As O. English presided. MNMrse. A.
Ce Reed welcomed the Socicty to Norfolk and gave a summary of hor field
work in that region. 8She has listed 193 species of which 47 aro mi-
grants, 39 arc permanent residents, 52 winter and 56 summer residentss
The Norfolk vicinity is particularly good for bird study because of the
different types of birds found thorce The plans for developing Scashore
State Park for tourists and the consequent coffccts on the birds of the
wilderness portion of the park were also discusscde Dre Jo Je Murray
moved thet the Society go on record and that the National Fark Service
and the State Conservation Department be so informed--ns opposed to any
development of Seashorc State Park that would violate the wilderncss
arca of the Parke Mr. George Ce. Mason sccondod tho motion and spoke in
favor of kecping the narrow road rather than the proposed doublo roads
The motion was amended by the gddition of the clause 'that a committoc
with Mrse. Recd as chairman be appointed to draw up the resolution's The
amendod motion was passed uncnimously.

frs. Je Frank Key of Bucna Vista reported that in her work for the
development of Junior Audubon Clubs she has contacted Womens Clubs,
Home Demonstration Clubs, County Agents, County Principals and Supervisors,
the State Board of Education and the Co-operative Education Associctions
She expects definitec cooperation form tho bird chairmen of the 125 Gar=-
don Clubs in the States In 48 Countios, chairmen have beon scleeted to
coordinate the efforts of toachers who arc intorested in forming clubse
The Us. Se Forest Servicc has a collection of bird skins which they aro
londing to sclicols in tho National Forest arcuss

——l-ﬂ
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Dre Murrny prosontod a Monoir of Wme Cabell Rivers 111, an honorary
norbor of The Ve Oe Ce, who dicd in Washington oi Docomber 13, 1938. Mr.
Joseph Gould who hes beon a momboer of the Ae Oe Us since 1889 narratod
sone of his outstanding oxpericnces in bird studye. Theso included sco-
ing Passengor Pigeons in such numbors over Saginaw, Miche, that they
darkenod tho sky; findiag the first Horris Finch to be rocorded cast of

ho Mississippi Rivor; finding a nest of the Sandhill Cranc at English
Lake, Ind.; finding of the Swallow-tailed Kite and of the Praric Warb-
lor (1916) and sccing the Ivory-billed Wood-pocker in Floridas. lire Ma-
son's papor was postponcd until ovening boeousc therce was no lantern
facilitics in the rocm.

Among the Watorfowl Sanctuarics mentioned by Dre He Ce Oberholscr
is the Blackwater Wild Lifc Refuge, an Army Station in the Maryland
portion of Chosapecke Baye It harbors the oaly brouding colomy of
Bluo-winged Tecal oast of the Alleghanicse The Distrect of Columbia in=-
cluding the Potomac as far as Aloxandric is in offcet o Sauctuarye
Roachcs Run, which is along tho Ifte Vernon Boulevard anad is contrelled
by the Dopte of the Interior, has wild ducks throughout the year and is
the only place in the vicinity where Blue Geose and fnhinge have beoen
roportede The Back Bay Sanctucry is the only one in Virginia particu-
larly for Watorfowle This region was fornirly the mest important hunt-
ing ground along the Atlantic shorc, but the number of Watcerfowl has
beon groatly rcduced beeouse of the food has beon destroyed by salt
watere In Horth Carcline thero arc threoc watorfowl sanetuarics under
the contrcl of the Biolopgical Survoys Swauguartor Refuge at the mouth
of the Pamplico River at Washington, Ne Ce has large nurbors of Buffle-
head, a spocics which is now doclininge Peo Island Rofuge, ncar Roonoke
Island, includes some barrior beach and so atiracts both freosh and salt
water specicse The most unique Refupre is Mattomusksot Leke some miles
inland from Albomarle Sounde It is a natural frosh wator lake but is be-
low sca level so the salt water has to be dyked oute Soveral thousend
swans and 10,000 to 20,000 gossc winter therce

In the ebscnce of Rove John He Greoy and any other reprosontative
from the North Caroclina Bird Club, their grootings were not preoscntoed.
Notes by Miss Boone about the bird bending at tho Cerry Naturc Sanctuary
at Swoct Briar wero read. lir. J. B. Lowis told about the small memmels
which he has found in Amclia County and later oxhibitod the skins of
soric of thome Bird Silhouettes in Black and whitc form a diviec which
lirse Fe We Shaw is using in toaching children to distinguish birdse. The
afternoon program was concluded with & discussion of Back Bay Refuge which
wes led by the warden, lire Harry Baileye. With tho aid of Ce Ce Ce wor-
kers they arec trying to restore ccnditions favorable for water fowle
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The businesc meeting followed the afterncon sessicne Minutes of
the 1938 mceting were read and approved. Roports of the Troasurcor, Scc-
rotary and Editor of the Reven werc also given. Along with mention of
the fac that Profe Ruskin 8. Freer has hed to pive up the mimcograph-
ing of tho Raven, it was meved and uneninously voted 'to cxtond to Prcf,
Frecor a voto of thanks for this very importont werk which he has beon
giving to the Socicty, Dre llurray called atteintion to an inereasc in
tho number of pages in the 1933 Raven. Tho totel membership has not al-
tercd appreeciably in the last fow ycars although there have beon gains
end loscs cach ycare. In 1936 therc wers 686 ncmburs, in 1937, 67 ond in
1938, also 67 monborse The following cormittees wers appointod by the
President: Resolutions, 0. Ba Taylor, chairnan, Iirs. Read, lr. Mason aad
Mrse Shaw; Hominating, Dre lurray, chairman, The Secretory and Mrs.
Wiltshirc. Mecting adjourncde

The ovening scssion began with the dimmer which was attonded by 37
nenbers and friondse At the close of the dinner, the Prosident called
for the reperts of committces.e Mr. Toylor presented the following
resolutions for his committec which vore wianinously adoptod.

Whoroas, the Virginia Socicty of Orintholery, in meeting asscmbled,
was informed thot an improvoment program invelvins a serious throat to
the wild nutural beauly end enimal life of the Scashore Hational Park
is contonplated by the State Park Divisicn of the Department of Virsitiie
therefore be 1t

Resolved, that the protost apainst the development of reercatioual
facilities in any scetion of the Scashore State Park other than the we-
terfront, and also opposc the constructicn of o two-woy road and accon-
panying p- ‘rom of drainage, cutting and clearing which will eadangor the
uniquo wild plant and eanimal life of the wildoernsss arca of the parke

Whercas, Profe Ruskin S.Frocr has publishod The Raven, the journzl
of the Ve 8« 0s, for norc than four yoars without ccst to the Socicty;
theroforc be it

Resolved, that the Society cxtond its thanks to Prof. Freor for
this and nany othor valuable sorvices to the Socicty since its orpganie-
zetion,

TWherecas, Mre Harry Ae Bailoy, Supcrintendent of the Back Bay Mie
gratory Whterfowl Refuge, made it poscible for the nmembors attonding
tho Annual lMecting of Tao Ve Se Oe to make a ficld study of the Re=-
fupge, providing both transportation and lunch; thercfore, be it

Resolved, that the Socicty extend its thanks to lir. Beiloy and
the BloIOﬁlcal Survey for this interesting and instructive trip.
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Wherecas, the Southland Iictel, Norfollk, Vircinia, provided an assomb-
ly roon for the Amuel Mcoting of The Ve Se 0Oe3 thoroforo, he it

Rosolved, that tho Socicty cxtend its thanks to the Southiand Hotel
for providing thc use of this roome

For the nonminating cormittec Dre Murray submittod tho following oo
commondations: President, M« Ge Lowiss Viece=-Prosident, Dre Vime B- Heil-
wane, Jr; Secrctary, Dre. Florcneec Hapue; Troasuror, A« O. Eaglish; lon-
bers of the Exceutive Commititee et large, Prof. Ruslin Se Freer and C. Oa
Hendley; Membors of tho Executive Commitice repreosenting loecl groups,
Mrse As Ce Rocd and lirse Fe Ve Shawe There w as no respouse to a call for
nominaticns from the floor and a vote woas cest for the officurs recomiend-
ed by the comittcce

The following werc introdueed: new menbers, Evelyn Watkins, Horrison-
burg, Mary Leigh, Norfolk, lMrse Herbort Ds Thompson, Horfolk; nominated
for membership, Dre Lillian Thomsen, Staunton, Sally C. Ryen, Virginia
Beach, lrse Js Se Barron, Vaoe Beach (absent) an? Ce Fe Burgess, Lynch-
burge During o brief intormission the roon was rearrangod for the pro-
joetion of slides and=filnse

lIrse Ce Le Burgoss gave her humorous paper cntitled 'An Anmatouris
Observation'=which licd becn left over fron the afternoon progran--and
also imitated the sound of the drumming of a Rufflod Grouses HMr. Goorzo
Ce Mason showed a number of slides of aminal 1ife photographed on the
grounds of the llariner's lMuscum which is a wild 1life snoctuarye. After
difficultics with the projoction apparatus the showing of the moti~n pic-
ture, Bird Lifc on Cobb's Isloand, Vas, was given upe Dre He Ce Oborhol-
sor discussed Wild Fowl of Anerica using nunercus lantern slides of th
birds and their homes in many parts of North Americeas

On Soturday norning about 37 went on the ficld trip to the Back Bay
Refugce We drove to the scashore near the Ce Ce Ce Camp, rodec down the
bench scveral miles and then were taken in boats to Ragped Islande This
is a small island on which the provicus ownors located their elub housce
The scarch for plants, birds and cther onimals wes corriced on ovor all
availeble parts of the island and then, the weather being mild, cll on-
joyed having lunch-which the Ce Ce Ce had prepaiod--out of doorse Flocks
cf ducks, poesc and swans and o Bold Bagle or two wero scen from the
boat and from the islande Forty-six specics wore rocordeds The list is
appendode It was a delightful and worthwhile trip eovon though llre Bailey
told us that because of the nmild temperature nost of the ducks had rone
out to scoe



Page 5 THE RAVEIL FEBRUARY, 1939

List of Birds Observed on V. S. 0., Fiold Trip.

Comion Loon; Horncd Grelie; Great Blue IHeron; Comoel IMallard; Cor-
mon Mallard; Common Black Duck; Baldpatc; Canvasback; Scoup; Armcrican
Scoter; Whitc-winged Scoter; Surf Scoter; Rod-broasted Herpenseor; Caro-
da Goos:; Snow Goosey Whistling Swon; Turkov Vulture; Blaclk Vultures
Tiod=tailed Howk; Bald Bagle; larsh Hawk; Sparrow Hawl; fmierican Cco’;
Killdeoer; Wilson's Snipe; Horring Gull; Riag-tailed Gull; Dingfishar;
Crow; Fish Crow; Caroslina Wrenj; lock 1w"01rd Robins Bluobird; Amcriznn
Pipit; Starling; IMyrtle Warbler; Moadowlark; Red-winged Rlackbird; 3Seace
tailed Grockle; Cardinal; Towheci Savannh Sparrcw; Scosilec Sparrow:
Field Sparrow; Fox Sparrow; Soung Sparrowe

====00000====

In Menmorians Williom Cabell Rlvos.
By Je dJe Iurraye.

Dre Willian Cobell Rives 111, distiapuishoed Virginie Ornithologist

end momber of the Virginia Soclctj of Ornithology, died ¢t his hono in
Toshington on Sunday, December 18, 1938, after o brief illncsse Funore

al services werce held at the Co thodrwl on Wednosday, Doccmber ZIUta it
Rives was thce author of tho nost importont of the boo?s Cu?liiﬂ wita
Virgiania birds, "A Catelogue of the Birds of the Virginias". /An asznce
iate of the Anecricon Orﬂltlﬁ;O”lstb' J:tlc‘1 fron 1685, hec wos elected a
Fomber in 1901 shertly after coming to Washingbene At tho orgenizetion
noeting of th Virginia Socicty of Oraitholorsy at Lynchburpg, Docember 7,
1929, he was made an Honory Life Ilembor of our socicty.

Dre. Rives cemc from a proninont Virpginia family. In the diroct
patornal line his sreat-grand-parents were Robert Rives and larparet
Cabells His pread-father, William Caboll Rives, who narricd Judith Page
Walker of Albemarlc County, was o distinguished lawyer and served as U
S. Sonator from Virpinia and as Minister to Fraonce from 1849 to 1853
His father wes Willian Cebell Rives 11, of Castlc Hill, Albonarls Coe
The writer, Princess Ameclic Iiives Troubotzkoy, now liwviag at the Cas-
tlc Hill home, and Georpge Lockhart Rives, pronlﬁblt Hew Yerk lawyer, who
died in 1817, are anouny tho first cousins. Drs Rives wes born in Paris
January 10, 1850, beias just short of cighty-nine years of cpe at his
death. In 1876 he narricd llary Rhineclandor Scars, of Boston, _rse. Rives
whose death preccded his, was a sistor of Bishop Philip Rhinclander,
former bishop of Pomnsylvanice Dre Rives wes o nuan of distinguished
appearancc, tall, whito-haired, handsome, dipnifiods Durias his lator
yoars he was very deaf, and bocauss of his infinity rarcly left his
home at 1702 Rhode Island Ave, NHe We
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William Caboll Rivos was cducated at Harvard University, praduating
in 1871, and ot Corpus Christi Collepe, Oxford University, England. He
rocoived his nedical degroc cbromd, studying in the hospitals of Viennas
For many yoars he practicod, nainly in charity worl:, in the hospitals of
Hew York City and Ncwport, Rhcde Islande Throughout his carcer he was
intorested in social service activitics. In 1900 he moved to Washington
and continued therc his charity worke He was & leader in philonthrople
work in Washinpgton, especially in organizaticons for child welfare and
for work amo::’ the nerroes. Ho was o trustec of the Assoeiated Charities
of the Episcopal Eyc, Ear and Throat Hospital, and of the Washington
Cathedral.

Dr. Rive's first ornitholegical publicatir~n was a paper oa "The
Birds of Newport," published Ly the Nowport Natural History Society
(Proc. Nowport Nat. Hist. Soc., Newport, R. I., 1883-84, (July, 1884),
ppe 28-41)e His chief work, "A Catalopuc of the Birds of the Virginias,"
woas published by the samc socicty in 1890. His titles in 'The Auk! num-
ber cirhte Two of these arc short notes dealing with Rhode Island; two
denl with Wost Virginia, one of them an early and valusble study of "The
Surmer Birds of the West Virpinia Spruce Belt;" and four are concerned
with Virpinia birds. His first Virrinie note, in 1885, deseribed the
finding of the nest of tho Worm-eati i Tiarblor at the fanily home, Castle
Hill, at Cobham, Albemarle County. Ancthor noto listed some reecrds for
Audubon's Shearwater on the Virrinia coaste The other titles were long-
er papers, cnc in 1886, ontitlod "Notes on the Birds of the Salt Pond
Mountain, Vir:i:ida;™ the othor in 1889, "Nctos on the Birds of White Top
Mountain, Virginias" The Hountain Leke Paper, this being the name which
is now riven to what ho ecalled the Salt Pond Mountain, is the mest im-
portant of his publicaticns, aside from his booke This paper deseribes
o visit nade to lMountain Lake in June 1885, This paper indicates an
carly interost in and knowlodpe of frunal zones and of the cffect of
tomporaturc on distribution of plants and eninals thot was somowhat un-
usual at that date. Dre Je Ae Allen, as well as certain cther biolo-
rists who werc not particularly intercsted in birds, had published some
studies on the subjcet of faunal zones, but it is intoresting to romem=-
ber that Rives publishoed his llountain Lako papor four ycars bofore the
first of Merrism's publications in this fielde This is nct cited to
clainm any originel rescarch on Rive's part but to indicato the alertness
of his nind and the cars with which ho endcavered te trace out the im-
plications of the founal zone theory in tho mountains of Virginias Ho
says, "It has bsen well ostablished by numercus chservations that, as
far as birds are concernod, the northern and scuthorn linits of the
various faunae correspond nore clescly with isothermal lincs than with
paralles of latitudes" Ho refors to the statement made by Bicknell that
the Junco is the only specics typical of the Canadien fauna which has
been ascertained to breed south of Ponnsylvenia, and gocs cn to say thet
in addition to the Junco he has found a fow other specics at lMountain
Loke, nanely, the Black~-throated Bluc, Chestnut-sided and Canada War-
blerse He also shews in this oarly paper a thorourh lmowled~u of botany
and the same intorest which is secem in all his work in the corrclation
of botany and zcology in ficld worke
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His most inmportant piece of ornithological work was the book on Vir-
ginia and West Virginia, "A Cataloguc of the Birds of tho Virginias." By
for the larger portion of the material of tho becok is concerncd with Vir-
ginia birdse This book of one hundrod pages is a ecareful picce of in-
vestizations In a review in 'The Auk' (Vol. V111, 1891, No, 1, January,
ppe 105-106) Batchelder said that "This cotalorue of birds of Virginia
and Vlest Virginia is so admirebly proportioncd and so ecarefully workced
out in its dotails, that it will sorve as o niodel for werks of its kinde"
An introductory chaptor tells of "Early Accounts of the Birds of Virginia,™
giving interosting ornithological quotations from the carliest books of
travels Therc follows a brief biblicpraphy of medora titless. The nost
intercesting part of the book is the chapter on "The Ornitholcrical Posi=-
tion of the Virginies," in which he gives a eareful survey of the [co-
grophical divisions and faunal zonmes of the Statc, listing the plants and
aninals, and particularly the birds, charactistic of cach rogione Ac-
companyings this chaptor is o faunal nap in colors. The bedy of the book
provides a well annotatoed list of 304 spociss occuring in the two states,
two of which arc accompanicd only by West Virrinia datas The book closcs
with o hypothetical list of 40 speciecs, 26 of which have sinco beo:n add-
ed toc tho Virpinia list,

Bibliography:

1884+ The Birds of Newp: orte Proce Howport Nate Hist. Soce, Howport, R.
I., 1833-84 (July, 1884), ppe 28-4le (Cormonted on by Je Ae Allen,
Tho Auk, 11, 1835,,2, 4ipril, ppe 208-209).

1885: Hesting of the Worm-cating Warbler (Heclmitherus vormivorus) in Vir-
rinies The Auk, 11, 1885, 1, January, ppe. 103-104. (Fcund at Cobe
ham, Virginia, May 19, 1884),

18363 Notes on Birds of the Salt Pond lMountein, Virginiae The Auk, 111,
1886, 2 April, ppe. 156=161.

1887: Wilson's Phalarope (Stoganopus tricolor) in Rhode Islend.
The Auk 1V, 1887, 1, January, pe 73e (Writton from Nowport).

188C: Cory's Shoarwator at Nowport, Re I." The Auk, V, 1888, 1, Januery,
Pe 108«

1889: Notes on the Birds of White Top lMountain, Virginia. Tho Auk, V1,

1889, 1, January, ppe 50-53. (Visit, July 25-28, 1883; stayin- at
HMiller's, a fow hundred feet below the hirhest point, and working

nainly on the hirhest portion of the nountaine.)

1890 A Catalogue of the Birds of the Virginiase. Proce. Newport llat,

T Hist. Soce, Nowport, Re Us, 183389-90 (October, 1890), pps 1-100,
nap in colorse (Reviecwed by Ce Fe Batchelder in The Auk, V111,
1891, 1, January, ppe 105-106.)
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1397. K New Bird for the Virginiase The Auk, X1V, 1897, 1, January, p.
89« (Young nale Stilt Sandpipper, teken ncar White Sulphur Springs,
ask iy 0T 0 1oUb-Tui Youoivec Tren fanlfous Sur arstribton
from New York City)e

1898, The Swmer Birds of the West Virginia Spruce Belt. The Auk, XV. 1898

2, April, ppe 131-137. (Visit with Dr. William C. Braislin, June
9-15, 1397, Fully annotated list of birds with the usual careful
attention to corrclation with vepgetation).

1901e Auduben's Shearwator (Puffinus auduboni) on the Coast of Virginiae
Tho Auk, XV111l,,1901, 2, April, pe 189« (Spocimen sent him from
Cobbts Island by Captain €. He Crumb, Soptember 1, 1893. He nlso
states that William Palmor saw scvoral at Virrinia Beach carly in
October, 1900, lexington, Virginio

= 2=00C0000000 = === =
CHEEPIE

Then ny son was a very snall boy, berhaps six or soven ycars old,
he camc rumning to me ono day with a tiny baby bird grasped in his
little handss He told me he had traded two merbles to some boys who
were going to feed the little bird to a doge I sugrested thut we froc
it but Francis did not like the idecas After awhile he agrecd that if I
would give hin o nickel ho would soll it to mee So "big kind-hearted
mana" thought she would put the bird out in tho gardon--but as it scomed
rother chilly that evening wo decided to wait until morninge

Next day I thought it should be fed before we set it fre. so I dug
: g fishing worn for hime I did nct like the nasty, wriggly thing--be-
sides the baby bird was too quick for me=-by the time I rcached his
mouth he was evidently out of pmticncce and had closed ite I was a very
clumsy substitutc for a mother-birde I soaw this method would not do--
we were getting nowhere and I knew the baby nceded foode So, by after-
noon I tried tapping gently with my finger onto some finc crumbs on the
kitchon tablecs Of coursc at first he did not pet my meening butaftoer
several attompts during the afternoon he scomed te bo intorested in my
quecr actions, watched my finger po up and down, and finally cssayed a
pecle or two himsclfs After this it was casy--hc did nct nced any more
coaxinge

The socond and thon the third, day camc around and I still had not
turned him out--alweys saying "a cat or something might catch him, lot's
wait until he is a little older”.
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His noxt stop was learnins teo fly. Heo bosan undor o cheir flying
fron rung to runﬁ After two days of this he venturod frrther afield-
this, of courso, being farthor out inte tho reems Tho it was a fow days,
possibly o week, untll ¢ was flying all cveor the houses All this time
I had keoen putting him to ted in o box in tho kitchon--but one afternoon
we went out and did not et back heme until rathor late. When we locked
for the littlo bird he was nowhcro to be found. T wers almest in toars
fearine a rat mipht hava gottsn in and couslit hime Wo scarche? and cull-
ed, aad callcd and searchcd, until we finelly syicd him perched up oa the
chandelier in the living room peoring down at us as if wondoring what all
the fuss wons about. This was his roosting placc for some time, althourh
we did not think it = suitable ono for the light cortaialy disturbed him,
as he always went tc bold before the lirhts were turncd one Ufter a2 wesk
of this he decided ic¢ chenge bads, and this tine it wes a much safoer, tho
queorcr, place he clioses This was cn a small part of tho weodworls on the
landinp=-~the strip c¢f wood that protects the corner of the plester. He
seemed to like this tiny place for he slept there as lonr as he was with
use When the lirht in the upstairs hall was turnsd on he simply crept
around the tiny corner and was in the shodowe

By this time he was a regular member of the famil « Mo mention was
now ever nede of turning hin outy but, rather, fear was exprossed of
losin~ hin or of his gotting out accidently, altheough he did net want
to 7o oute IFf the secrcoon door was held cpen he would fly back into the
roonn or continue to sit on my hcad or shoulder as though he werce look-
ing at something outside, alsce I often took hinm cut onto thc porch
with ne, althouph I'11 adnit I had one hand ready for a "grab". He
nancd hlmself "Choap" and would answor to his namo with a "choop"
return from any part of the houscs I clvmys kopt food and wator on tho
kitehen toble for hinm and he would acnswer fron there, on oeccasicn, with
his riouth fullas

He liked all sorts of food, practically thc same thing we ate. Ho
wa.s ospbcxally fond of tho tiny piccecs of bonana in binena ice crean--

1 he simply loved onion--ho would oot two or throc piccos the sizo of
a Qrain of whoate Of course the finry onion burncd cnd hurt hin just
os it docs humanse @e would bite and chew, squintingy his eyos and turn-
ing his heade It was vory anusing to wotch him oat onion and "ery".

He always ate at the table with us, or rathor our neal time was
one of his play tincse. lie was extromely mischiovous-=just loved "steal-
ing" food from daddyt's plate--oh, ycs, we wore now "nuvvor" and "daddy"
to hin=-hec would snatch a bean or other small piccc of fcod, run behind
somothing on tho takle and pesp out to sec how daddy was "tf’l‘“ it".
If no attention was pcid him, he would comc back for aacthor picecc. IHo
did net want this focd but was sinply playinge lic wonted daddy to chase
hin around a bowl or cup. He would pecp arcund onc side twcq tho others
If daddy pretended to be real mad or pot “tbo hot after hin" he would
fly to mo for proteection and pecp from ceither sido of ny heads 1Ho
spent half the tine sitting on my hend and shouldors. I could nevor kecp
hairpins in my hair for he just loved toking them out and dropping then
on the floor. It was rathor difficult for me to po cbout my housewcrk
tut he wos lots of company.
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We did not know the kind of bird he wos cxcept that he was some kind
of sporrows He learned to sing to the acconpaninment of the scwing no-
chine, Ho had a very delicatc, lovely little trilling scnge To have not
been ablo to identify it yot, He wes about the smnc size as an ordinery
sparrow with a nore slender body, perhaps, with a tiny stripe over cach
cyc cnd a reddishebrewn heade Whon the tiny feathers bogan eominz on
his hoad they cvidently eermo alnest over night for cone mornin- we were
gtsrtlod to sec what appearcd a drop of blood on Checpie's heod but upon
investigation it turncd out to bo tiny pin foatherse This sconr turnod
into a lovely redfish chestaut colors As woll as we reomomber it ncw
the rest of his bodyr wos o warnoer browm then an Engplish sparrow, FEo
wos miere likely o field sparrow.

He nlwmys kept his distanec for an heour cr so; ho wns intorested in
callers but cauticuse After awhio he would ;e to wnyono perching on the
finror for an instant. He would not stay long, thouche Eowever, he be=-
canne intripucd with the bracclet and jowolry of & ecaller one Jay and
wont immeodiately to investigntee The callor was nuch plocsed and flattor-
He thon discovercd a mele on her ncek and precg’ld! tc noke norrye ilo
eriount of cooxing--and finally scolding=-would prevail upon hin to step
pickings at the melos I finally had te shut him up in the kitchon during
the romainder of her eallese He tried the seno with me but I soon tought
hin that moles were not to be tinkorod withs That was the only time
that "rmuvver" had to chastise littlc Checpice I roally did slop hin--
not toe severly, ,of coursc—-but I smacked hin down esainst ny neck--ho
squcakod but behaved cver aftor thates Or alnest over--he scomed sone-
times to forpet for an instant ond gave the mole a pontle peclz, thourh
he knew whet I necant when I raiscd nmy hande

Ho was very fastidious, keoping an irmaculet toilet, oiling and
combing his feathers and feot nany tine ench daye His feathors wore
snoothe and ;lossy and his focot lile the nost delicoto of %id plovess
He weuld beothe oixly in my cuppoed hondse I put thon tirhtly cupped under
tho spipot and let a rentle tricklo of water run into thome. Iie would
bathe and flutter in the wator and then sit en the side of rmy hand to
ghalre, poing in several tires just es birds do in a ropular bathe Ho
clways informed ne of his desire to bathe by flying onto my hands when
I was noar the kitchen sink or lavatory. He knew the neanin: of ruaning
water and wanted to bathe soveral times cvery daye Of coursc, as ia all
his other performances, this mothod of talting a bath was his idea aad
not mine . S

One of the funnicst and cutest things he did was sitting in dadly's
hand--it was a recal gamc oenjoyed by both=-Cheoupic scettled Aew: in dad-
dy's partly closcd hand--daddy squecczed Chespice--Checpic would bito
daddy's finger-twist o1 twist the pinchod-up flesh, seoningly trying
te teke a picce out==then all would be quiet for an instant. Chocpie
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A DUCK HAWK ATTACKS THE RAVEN
By J. Southgate Ys Hoyd

While in Lexington, Virginia, for a few days this spring I took a
trip up to the site of the Raven's nest that Mr. Jacob Hostetter discovered
last yocar. Mre. John Welles and I started out shortly aftcer lunch on
April 7. We went to the sitc of the last yoar's nost, but found that it
was not being usced this yocar. Just at this moment we heard the call of
the Ravens and looking around we saw three of them flying alonpg the mountain
to the caste About this time I heard tho eall of the young from a cliff
some distance along the mountain range. I focuscd my glasses on tho birds
just in timc To sce one of them fly into the cliff. Getting the location
of this placc and then waiting for the birds to leave the locality, wo
hurried toward this part of the ridgoe.

In a fow minutes we werc ncaring the place when I suddenly heard
the cry of a Duck Hawk. Knowing that this bird is rare in this vieinity
I immediatoly stopped and looked for the birde. From arcund the end of
the range camo the Raven with the Duck Hawk flying high above it calling
loudly. As I watched this unusual sight, I saw somcthing at which I still
marvel. The Duck Hawk stooped ot the Raven, calling faster. Just at the
point when I expoectod te sce tho Raven get a hard blow, it flipped over on
its back with its foot up in tho air, and wardod off tho blowe I could not
make out whethor it used its foet or just assumod an attitude of guard.
The Raven did not scom to use its wings in turning ovoer, but was over in a
small fraction of a minuto. At this the faleon sweooped up in the air egain,
still scroaming loudlye. The Raven turncd over agein just as quickly as it
had flipped upsidc down, and resumed its course slowly and steadily along
the foco of the mounstain,.

The Duck Hewk hoving again roached its position over the Ravon, it
stooped as it had boforc. Again the Ravon turncd over on its back to ward
off the blowe This was ropeated eight timos as the Ravon crosscd bofore me
and finally settled in a pinc troe at the end of the cliff. The Duck Hawk
swoopod up to a tall dead troo near by and sat thore motionless. The next
thing 1 saw was the pair of Ravens flying back along ths top of tho moun=
tain, and tho Duck Hawk wos nowhore to be scone Tho Ravens were calling
as thoy flew past me apain.
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The young wero still calling so I oasily loecated the nest and climbed
up near onough te see thot it contained two younge These younp were woll
covered with down aad I should say thoy werec about twoe wooks old.

The two of us hurried from the top of the mountain so as not to
disturb the nest any morc, and also in order tc roach the Lottom before darks

I can find no reforonce in literaturce of such an ineident, but
such cncountors may be more frequont than we think.

«==0000=wmx

The Burrowing Owl - A New Bird for Virginia
By J. Je Murray

The publication of Part 2 of "Lifo Historios of North Americen Birds
of Proys" by Arthur C. Bent (Bull. Us. Se Nat. Mus., Noe 170, Woshington,
1938) brought to light an old record whieh is now to Virpinia workors. It
is a rocord of a Burrowing Owl captured just off the coast of Virginia on
Octobor 22, 1818. It occurs on pare 396 of the atove volwnac.

On finding this reforence I wrote at onco to Mr. Frodorick C. Lincoln,
whe has chargoe of distribution records at the Burcau of Biological Survoy,
to ask him cbout the authority of this roport. Ho wrote that the record was
published by William Duncan Stron, of Borkeloy, Celifornia, in the Cendor,
Vol. 24, 1922, page 29. Io was kind enoush to copy the rofercnce for mo;
ond it is as fellows:

Burrowing Owl off the Virginia Coaste==Whilc on dopth-charro watch at
aight just ocut of Iamptea Ronds on route to New York, October 22, 1918,
I observed a small owl which for four hours flew about the quarter=
dock of the vossel but cludod capturece The next moraing o marine
cought the bird porched on one of the depth-charges, and on cxaminaticn
it provod to be a Burrowing Owl (Speotyto cunicularia). It was vory
docile and ocaperly pulpoed down piccos of raw boof fod by hand. As the
nerine wished to tako it ashore as o pet I was unablo to sccuro it,

and though I positively idontified it as a Burrowing Owl I could not
doternine its subspecific charactorse One would hewover, presupposc tho
Florida bird (Speotyte cunicularia floridena) , rathor than cur wostorn
represontative. At all ovonts its appearance so far from its known
rancc scens worthy of rccord even at thislato datce=-

Tho question as to which sub=spocics this bird reproscnted naturally
arisese Was it Spcotytc cunicularia floridena, the Florida Burrowiar Owl,
as the author of tho note arpues, or was it Speotyte cuanicularia hypugaeca,
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the Western Burrowing Owl? There is, of course, no way now to know, since
the bird was not kept. However, when I sought the judgment of Dr, Harry
C. Obernolser on this point he was reasonably sure that the bird was the
Western rather than the Florida form. I quote from a letter in which he
gives his reason for this opinion: "My reason for thinking that the bird
is almost certainly the Western race is that, so far as our records go;
the Florida burrowing owl is confined entirely to the State of Florida,
apparently does not wander beyond the confines'of that State, and is,
therefore, a resident bird., On the other hand, the western burrowing owl
is a rather widely migratory form and wanders long distances, It, there-
fore, seems almost certain that the Virginia bird, on which the Virginia
record in question was based, belonged to the western race." :

In any case this is a most interesting and remarkable record, and
adds a new species to the Virginia list,

-=Lexington, Va,

—————— 0000000000000 ~= ===~

Water Birds on an Amelia County Lake

By John B, Lewis

In the central part of Amelia county there is a very old artificial
pond, or small lake, known as Beaver Pond., It is said that the name is
due to the fact that there was a beaver pond there when the county was
first settled by the white race. Beginning with November 1, 1938, I have
visited this pond at frequent intervals to keep records of the numbers and
species of water birds that visit it during the winter. The pond is about
two miles long and is three hundred yards or more in width in many places,
which gives water fowl a chance to keep quite a distance between them-
selves and the observer on the bamk, This often makes identification dif=-
ficult for one who is not expert in that line., Thid will account for the
considerable number of records of unidentified flocks of ducks.

A list of dates and number of species seen, follows:

Nov, 1, 1938,
Lesser Scaup 12, one flock
Pied-Billed Grebe =
Horned Grebe ik
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Holboell's Grebe l--First record for the county, and only
a "sight record", though I am quite
confident that it is correct.
Coot g
Nov. 7, 1938,
Black Duck 4--Too far away to get leg €olor,
Mallard 10
Lesser Scaup 15--Number partly estimated.
Coct 5
Nov. 11, 1938.
Lesser Scaup 8
Baldpate 6--Second record for the county.
Blue-Winged Teal 9
Coot 6
Nov. 14, 1938,
Lesser Scaup 2
Shoveleer 11
Canvasback 1--Kecping to himself,
Baldpate 6
Unidentified ducks 15~--(About) One flock.
Horned Grebe 1
Coot 1
Nov, 18, 1938,
Lesser Scaup 1ll1--Both sexes, diving for food.
Shovelecer 9--In shallow water, upper end of pond.
Nov, 22, 1938,
Lesser Scaup 16
Unidentified ducks 6--0One flock.
Coot ; 5
Grebe, probably Pied- 1
bill
Nove 28, 1938,
Lesser Scaup 5--All males.
Unidentified ducks 8--Secn only on the wing.
Coot 2
Dec, 2, 1938,

Lesser Scaup
Black Duck
Pied-Billed Grebe

5=-All males,
i s
1
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Dec., 3, 1938,
Lesser Scaup
Black Duck
Picd-Billed Grebe

Hee, 9, 1858,
Lesser Scaup
Kingfisher

Dec. 12, 1938.
Lesser Scaup
Ringneck Duck ?

Dec. 20, 1938,
Lesser Scaup
Wood Duck

Dec. 30, 1938.
Lesser Scaup

Jan. 3; 1959,
No water birds scen

Jan, 6, 1939.
No water birds sech.

Jan. 17, 1938,
Black Duck
Wood Duck
Unidentificd Ducks

Jene 31, 19380,
Horned Grebe
Kingfisher

Feb. 13, 1939,
Lesser Scaup
Kingfisher

Merch 3, 1939,
Wocd Duck
Lesser Scaup
Unidentified Ducks
Kingfisher

March 9, 1939,
Blue-Winged Teal

5--411 males.
5]
i ¢

5--A11 males.
1

5--All males .
2--First record for the county.

4--A11 males.
B

3~=1 male, 2 femalc.

6
6

24—~ One flock, probably mallards.

l--Males, very tame, probably crippled.

1

6

10

10--Very wild.
i -

4--Two pairs.
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April 7, 1559,

Lesser Scaup 1l4~--Nostly in pairs.
Mallard 10--Two flocks.
Wood Duck 1--Male.
Pied-Billed Brebe 1--

Horned Grebe 2

Kingfisher 1

April 14, 1939,

Lesser Scaup 8-~Very wild.

Wood Duck 4--2 pairs.

Pied-Billed Grebo 3
April 20, 1933,

Lesser Scaup 6-~Two pairs, 2 males together.

Wood Duck, Adult e

Wood Duck, young 5--A female had 5 small chicks.
May 9, 1939,

Weed Duck, adult z

Wood Duck, young 10

When rounding a bend in the pond bank on May 6, 1939, a female Wood
Duck was seen hcaded for the marshy shallows on the north side, followed
by ten half grown young. This train was swimming in a straight line at
equal distances 2f about a foot form tzil to bill., They disappeared
among the 1illy pads =znd cat-tails of the shallows.

May 5th., Laughing Gulls werc seen at rest on the water near the
@enter of Jone's Lake, (The pond feeds the old Giles Mill, on the extreme
north side of Amelia county). They did not risc from the water, but the
color markings werc guite aparent at about 120 yards with 6 X glasscs.
Rev, Charles Kernan, of Amelia, who is s2lso a bird student saw these gulls
the same day. This is the first record for Amelia county. On the same
day and at the same place an Usprey was seen, the second record for the
County.

--Amelia, Virginia.

Some Pleistocene Mammals From Warren County, Virginia,

Mr., T, M. Mussaeus, president of the Limeton Lime Company at Limeton,
about six miles south of Front Royal, Warren County, Virginia, informed us
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that in recent quarrying operations a fissure filled with red clay con=
containing bones had been opened up., Unfortunatedy most of the material
had been discarded before he learned of the find, but he secured a few
teeth, which were brought to Washington and identified by Mr. Charles W.
Gilmore. The animals representated were a lion (Felix atrox), a tapir
(Tapirus, sp.) and a bear (Euartos, sp.). In ficw of the very few notices
of Pleistocene memmals from the caves of Virginia this ocfurence seems
worth recording.

-=Austin H. Clark.
U. S. National Museum
(From Science;Vol., 88, No. 2273,
July 22, 1938.)

A Proposed Trip to Cobbt's Island.

Mrs. As Ce Reed, with the assistance of other members in the Nore -
folk Section, has arranged for a field trip to Cobb's Island on June 10,
1939, and her plans are as follows:

"The group will leave Norfolk from Little Ureck on the 7:00 A.M. ferry

to Cape Charles. Crossing on ferry takes about 2 hours; cost 50¢ per per-
son each way. Park cars at the ferry on the Norfolk side., Ferries run
only every two hours,

Mr. Doughty, Warden, will provide transportation for the group by truck
or cars from the ferry to Oyster, and by boat to the Island, with return
to Cape Charles, for $1.50 per person., The Island is about 12 miles out.
A trip through the marshes in boat will be included if desired. The
group will leave the island in the afternocn for return at about 3 o'~
clock, ‘The earliest ferry which can be taken for return to Norfolk will
be 5:45, which reaches Little Creek at about 7:30 P.M.

There is no shade whatsoever on the island and members should be prepared
for heat.

A simply home cocked dinner may be obtained at Cape Charles if desired,
or on the return ferry.

The date June 10, 1939 has been selected because of the following infor-
mation previously sent from Mr. Lester L. Walsh (then of the National
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Association of Audubon Societies.) ‘"About the middle of June, that is,
the week of the 7th, to 12th, or so, would be about the best time nor-
mally for a trip to Cobb's Island, One ought to find everything with
eggs and young in the nest at that time, with the possible exception of
Oyster-catchers, which usually nest quite early. Gulled-billed terms,
Least, Royal, Common and Forster's Terns, as well as Laughing Gulls,
Wilson's Plover, Willets, Black Skimmers, and Oyster-catchers, arc the
Principal breeders.”

Notice from those planning to take the trip should be sent to Mrs., A. C.
Reed, 1519 Morris Ave., Norfolk, by June 3rd, This is important as ar-
rangements have to be made for transportetion,

-=M. G. Lewis, President,

Field Notes.

Virginia Notes:

KING RAIL (Rallus elegens). A fine adult, recently killed, ok
the road at the bridge over Little Licking Hole Creek at East Leezke,
Goochland County, April 24,

HUMJ/INGRIRD (Archilochus colubris). Farmville, April 23,
(Mrs. George W. Jeffries).

VHITE-THROATED SPARROW (Zonotrichia albicollis). Singing at
Durham, N, C., South Boston, Chase City, and Framville, April 23 and
24,

GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias). Clarksville, April 23,

--Austin H. Clark,
United States National Museum,
Washington, D. C,
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VIRGINIA NOTES.

fmherst County. Snowden: April 1; Bufflehead, 2 males and a fe-
male; Lesser Scaup, 3 males ancd 4 female$, April 17; Lesser Scaup, 5 males
and 4 femalecs; 5 Red-broasted Mergansers.

Powhaten County., April 13: One male and 3 female Blue-winged
Teals on a small pond at the side of Route 60, one mile from Powhatan C.
H.

Augusta County. - April 15: Pair of Blue-winged Teals on small
pool at the side of Route 11, near Burkebvown.,

Rockbridge County, April 17: James River at Balcony Falls, 71
Lesser Scaup; 4 Black Ducks; 9 Ring-billed Gulls; 1 Bonaparte's Gull.

Henry County. April 18: Smith River, near Mertinsville; one
lierganser, probably Red-Brcasted,

Luray. May 5: 10 Black Vultures.

--J., J, Murray.

Charlottesville, Va,

On April 7 I collected a male Pine Siskin from a flock of Gold-
finches. On thc previous day I had noticcd threce or four birds which I
took to be Siskins. Dre. I. F. Lewis had also scen some in his yard.

On April 2 I saw a Horned Grebe and a Pied-billed Grebe on the city re-
gservoir,

-=Jack Calhoun,

Lexington, Virginia.

While on one of my morning field trips, April 4, 1939, I no-
ticed a pair of Red-brcasted Mergansers on North River in the stretch
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just before the Washington & Lee boat house., They were in full. spring
plumage and presented a beautiful sight swinring on the river. I saw 3
of these ducks or Sheldrakes as they are commonly called on this same
river during the winter of 1938. Thsces birds dived frequently and seemed
to be feeding on small fish from near the bottom,

According to the literature, the Red-breasted Merganser is more ty-
pically 2 marine bird, but may wander inland on occasions, This pair was
gone the next morning.

-=J, Southgate Y. Hoyt.

. (Mr. Hoyt, who in his work at Cornell is specializing in a study of
the life history of the Pileated Woodpecker, will be glad to have infor=-
mation from any Virginia points on .distribution or life history facts on
this species. Ed.).

Blacksburg, Virginia:

There have been several interesting specimens acdded to the V. P, I.
colleetion recently, which you may think worthwhile foe "The Raven". On
Merch 24, I collccted a male pine warbler near Ironto, ebout twenty miles
from Blacksburg. Dr. Smyth records this as being very rare in this sect-
ion and only as a fall visitor. There appeared to be at lcast three, al=-
though I collected only one,

I have also had the interesting experience of collecting and putting
up three albino or partial albino birds, One is a song sparrow, which is
pure white with the exception of a few bronw streaks on the breast and
upper wing coverts, six brown secondaries in each wing, and about six
brown feathers in the tail. All the rest including the bill and feet are
purc white. I could casily tell it was a sonf sparrow by its actions bee
fore I shot it. This was collected February 16, The sccond, collected
on March 8, is an almost pure white robin, The breast is slightly tint-
ed with pink, and the tail and head dusky, but the rest of the bird is of
an off-white, The bill and feet are those of & normal robin.. Another
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rotin, collected on February 27, is almost a normal robin coxcept for a
purc white breast with a smattering of chestnut.

The purple finches have been exceedingly abundent during the past

winter in many sections about Blacksturg,.

-~Edward Addy.

e COCOOGC00 =
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A VISIT TO COBB'S ISLAND

By William B, McIlwaine, Jr,.

The Argonauts were never more filled with the spirit ot adventure
than we were. Nor was their goal one whit more alluring., The goddess
Athena sprang fully armed from the head of Zeus, This trip, conceived
in genius, sprang from the brain of Mrs, A. C. Reed, and by her was
carried into happy execution. And here we were, at seven in the morn-
ing, gathering on the Cape Charles Ferry at its dock on Little Creek.

The prospect of birds was a bit disappointing. Around the boat
circled Laughing Gulls--a few; on the shore were one of two Great Blue
Herons; here and there darted several Barn Swallows; over our heads
soared a Turkey Vulture; and far off yonder, in a dead tree, sat a lone
Bald Eagle. That was all,

As we got under way the Laughing Gulls increased., We saw many of
them almost eéverywhere, One of the party, given to unscientific exagge=-
ratibn, said, "We stopped counting after a millson." Chesapeake Bay con-
tributed only a few species. My notes give, in addition to the above,
one American Scoter (female), one or two White-winged Scoters, possibly
twenty or more Wilson's Petrels, a Royal Tern or two, Ospreys, and
Crows,

We must not forget an incident that started off the morning with'a
happy laugh, From one of our more advanced students this: "You know,
I have always been struck with the arrogant, supercillious quality of
the call of the Laughing Gull, Listen to it."™ Then to those who did
not know this call: "There it is. There! Right at us! Listeni" Just
then a little girl removed the top from a shoe box in which holes had
been cut; and out on deck stepped the producer of those "arrogant, su-
percillious" sounds, But there was a truly striking similarity between
the calls of the gull and the mewing of that diminutive kitten. And
the tones of our human response were somewhat akin,
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* At the Cape Charles dock we were met by Mr, Doughty, the game war-
den, and his son, These gentlemen took usg by automobilec to the village
of Oyster, six or eight miles away., Beéfore reaching that metropolis we
had added other species: Chimney Swift, English Sparrow, Starling, Robin
Song Sparrow, Prairie Warbler, Hummingbird, Furple Martin, Boat-tailed
Grakle, Purple Grakle, Maryland Yellowthroat, Meadowlark, Mockingbird,
Flicker, Brown Thrasher, Tree Swallow, and several White Heron,

Awaiting us at Oyster was our argosy. (Its name was a combination
of numerals and letters, scarcely romantic.,) Awaiting us too, was Mr.
W. . Cobb, Audubon warden, and courteous informant about the birds and
other things on the island. With him was an unnamed supernumerary who
did any necessary policing, and who regularly addressed the writer as
"suotheart”., The birds were becoming more interesting to the inland=-
ers, A Green Heron or two, and many Semi-palmated Sandpipers (old
friends, both), the Common Tern, and one or two Black Skimmers,

And npw we were off for the hour's ride to Cobb's Island, We pass-
ed between green marshes, in a channel narrow and winding, but ever
widening. And the sun beat down from a cloudless sky. Happy passengers
we were, and fascinated by everything., (A coil of rope becomes harder
and more peretrating toward the close of an hour's sitting.) A Barn
Swallow has its rest in that box-like marker, "Look at thot gull diving
entirely under water," (This latter before we had seen the "first mil-
lion".) On another of those box-shaped affairs we saw the only Loon of
the day, It lay there resting, almost flat.

Close to Cobb's Islend the birds were inereasing, But a word of
warning came from the crew: "eat your lunch before going ashore, be-
cause if you open a can of beans ofi the islend, you will find it full
of sand." So on board we ate our lunch, And then to the shore,

We were not there for sea shell, or conk eggs, or Chinamon's shocs-
but for birds, And we saw them. There were Oyter Catchers--a few of
them, We found only two nests of this species, each with two cggs.
These eggs are larger and darker than those of the more numerous Black
Skimmers. We saw one baby Oyster Cateher, a little black and white
fellow "running around loose", The nests of the Black Skimmers are
most casual depressions in the sand, with eggs ranging from one to five,
The watching birds were loud in their protests. But possibly more pro-
testing still were a flock of Least Terms, fairy-like birds up there in
the air, but screaming as we passed across their breeding grounds.

Bach nest (just a depression) had its two small spotted eggs. Occasion-
ally a Wilson's Plover would fluttcr on ahcad with dragging wing; and
several nests we found with eggs, But these werc all the newts we
found, Our 3.rritory was limited almost cntirgly to the beach, and its
cnvirons,
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Once we overheard a different note, Iooking up we saw terns with
stout, black bills; and several called in chorus, "Thc Gull-billed Terni"
On the beach were Semi-palmated Sandpipers, andra few Sanderlings. Out
beyond the breakers werec a pair of American Scoters and one or two Surf
Scoters.

In the middle of the island, near the Coast Guard Satation, is a
little marsh., We paid a visit to'that, a few of us, with rich return.
For there only did we sec Willets,=--not many, but noisy. There too werc
the Boat-tailed Grakle and the Red-winged Blackbird, And there, too,
Mrs, Colgate Darden and thc writer identified positively a pair of Sea=-
gide Sparrows, Identification was made by the yellow spot before the
eye, But alas! there is always something to take the oy out of life,
Over us flew round and rourdd a flock of birds with long bills znd gen-
eral appoarance of gray, much larger than the sparrows, much smellcr than
the Willets; but we failed to make identificction, Reported also were
the Barn Swallow, the Semi-palmated Plover, the Black-bellied Plover, and
the Greater Yellowlegs.

A group of us tarried too long on the beach, so none got to the
marshes, We had to hcad back for Capo Charles and the ferry.

Undoubtedly the high light of the trip was "0ld Sol", who was get=-
ting in his work silently, but too wecll, As next we nominate our young
biologist, Mr, Edwards, six feet, four, as hec waded in the surf., Ve
will agrce that the one who went decpest into the situation was Mr, Wal-
lacc White, who reached the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, clothes, camera,
field glasses, watch, and all, But he took it like a sport, We do not
know Mr. White sufficiently well to say whether or not he indulged any
pious reflections on this experience; but we fcel reasonably sure that if
he did, he cemc to the conclusion that he was the Jonah of the party.

It is "hats off, and three cheers}" for Mr, and Mrs, Reed, hosts for
the trip to Cobb's Island,

"Who's Who" of the Party:

Dr.%;ohn Wendell Bailcy, Piologist, University of Richmond; Mr. Grow
ver Pitts, Graduate Student, University of Richmond; Dr. Florence Hague,
Biologist, Swect Brier College} Miss Martha Clark, Biologist, Sweet Brier
College; Mr, Ernest P, Edwards, Student ir Biology, University of Virginia;
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Sgyder, Union Theologicel Seminary, Richmond; Mr,
Harry A, Bailey, Biologiccl Survey Refuge, Back Bay; Mrs. Colgete W. Dar-
den, Algonquin Park, Norfolk; Mr. J. Thomas Stewart, Biologist, Portsmouth
High School (Norfolk); Miss Fayc Savage, Biologist, Norfolk High School,
(Portsmouth); Miss Nell Phipps, Biologist, Norfolk High School (Norfolk);
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lirs. Lewis R, Lester, Boy Scouts, Norfollk; Hiss Muriel Vhite, Nature In-
structor, Girl Scouts, Norfolk; Mr. Wellace White, Norfclk Academy; Mr.
and Mrs. A. C. Reed, Norfolk Navy Yard; Wm, B. McIlwaine, Jr., Alexan-
dria,

-=-=Alexardria, Virginia,

----- 0000000000 ==

SOME REFLECTIONS OIT WILDLIFE

By Jacob H. Hostetter

Wildlife, and what it has meant to me, and what I hope it will mean
to you. I have always loved nature in all its boauty and calm., My hob=-
by has ever been wildlife.

I was taken when still a lad back into the North lLruwt-1. range, to
what is now known as "The Meadow Grounds", and there I was raiseds Ve
moved to this place on April 20, 1884, and I was eleven years old on kiay
2, following., So I have all my life been in the mountains, and have
spent many of my days in the woods on the mountainsides.

After attending the Rockbridge Wildlife Federatiocn meeting held re=
cently, and hearing the finc talks on restocking wildlifc in Roekbridge
county, it has made me stop and think of by-gone days; days when we had
all kinds of gume in abundance in cur mountains,

It is particularly of this I am writing now., When I was a boy, e
would go with my father, to watch the decr-licks, We sometimg would
wateh the licks all night; the gnats and the mosquitoes would fecast on
me--and rnost of the times we would get nothing, We would have a blind
build with & soat up in a tree, and my father would gencrally tie a rope
around me and around the troe, so that if I should go to slcep I would
not fell out, But tho gnats did not let mc slcep.

I could hear all sorts of things, as if animnls werc pushing their
way through the brush, and they secmed very huge to me, One spceial
place I rémember so well was at the "Pond Lick" on Piney Mountain, This
was the best ‘place for deer I heve ever scen, I have sat up in o pine
tree thorec at this pond and watched decr around the pond ang the mountain
top. I have secn my fathor kill scveral dcer at this place, and also 1
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have seen him miss sorie that were feeding around, and would not be with-
in good range.

I remember one evening we were at this lick and ocoliwenlc'c hound
brought a very large buck past us, My father shot at him with both bar-
rels, but he went on around the top of the mountzin. We climbed down to
the ground and went to the spot where the deer had been when he shot; my
father had neglected to lead his gun again, and the deer came back right
by us, within close range. My father threw up his gun and it snapped,
and in a rmoment the deer was gone. I wish to mention the things you
would herzy and see at this place, It seemed to be alive with all kinds
of birds--towhee or chewink, the brown thrasher and wood thrush, black
and white warbler, and the oven bird in the distance, giving its song
"teacher, teacher, teacher," and many others too numerous to membion,

As the sun would set the whippoorwills would make the mountains ring;
and this would be kept up all night., We could hear the night-hawk -
giving his terrible honk, which is described as a lound nasal grunt,
also the indigo bunting sing his night song. We could hear the great
owl, and the sercech owl; the pheasant "drusming" any hour in the night,
the fox barking, and many other things in wildlife.

And now I hopec to sce wildlife restocked and protected; so that the
young folks of this day and time in our land mey scc these things and hear
the rmultitudinous sounds in the forest and nountains, in the daytime and
in the night; and that they may learn to draw from their kuowledge of na-
ture much joy and sstisfaction. I have had ny day, and I hope to see.you
have yours.

I have scen wild turkeys in great numbers--I caw one occasion forty
turkeys in one bunch; and it was nothing unusual to see fiftcen, or twenty
or twenty-five together at onc time. Let us get togethor and cooperate
with our county authoritics snd gane wardens, and do all we can to pro-
tect wildlifo. Do not kill the birds--those kinds thet sing and nest a-
bout your door, for they are your friends,

(This sketch taken from the Lexington Gazette was written by the ozd
gentlemen from Rockbridge County, whose talk about Ravens so intercsted
the members of the V. S. 0., at the 1938 meeting. Ed,)

-===00000000-~~~

NORFOLK MNOTES

March 9 Wilson snipe nigrating; 2 by road, 2 in marsh, Pungo. Also at
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Pungo, 2 bitterns, 19 bluc-winged teal, 1 redhcad, Some sort of tome
porary alliance secmed to exist between one little teal and the red-
head, During the helf-hour I watched, theoy swam about so clisc to-
gether as to appear touching; if onec turned aside to investigate some=-
hing, the other immediately followcd, Together they disappeared a-
round & bend,

March 28 Biological' Survey Refuge. 130 red-breastced mergensers, 14

April 4

April 5

April 13

April 15

April 139

April 22

cormorants, 1 gannet, 2 laughing gulls, 2 laughing gulls, 2
ring-billed gulls, 5 gadwnll, 2 meles snd 3 femasles, last
date for ring-necked ducks, 1 male, 3 females,

Suffotk, migrant shrike on tolephone wirc.

B. 8. Refuge. Along coast, 21 piping plovers, 25 boat-toiled
grackles, Found dead as rcsult of oil, 1 common lcon, 1 red-
throated loon, 1 red-breasted merganser. Another red-throated
loon in surf parily affected, 1 common loon taken to camp and
sponged; this did not survivey 1 red-throated loon was not af-
fected by oil, but one foot was almest bitten off and terribly
mangled, and the loon was érageging it on send, Mr, Bailey am-
putated foot, and loon was freed in marsh by CCC cemp, wherc

it quickly revived and swom cbout looking for a'meal, This
loon later continued migration, On long Island, which is with-
in the. refuge, were 3 purple finches, 1 malc and 1 white-crown-
ed sparrow, These cre not common herc, Yellow-throated war-
blers and many blue-gray gnatcatchers were singing. Also,
there were 10 black-crowned herons; in marsh, 1 little blue he-
ron, 7 black ducks,

Pungo. Blue-winged teal now increased to 41, Osprey perform-
ing his spectacular courtship, mounting, hovering and calling,
and nose-diving elcven without stopping. Sometimes this court-
ship is performed above female as she sits on her nest,

Eighty-one girl:scouts with some mothers ond fathers were taken
to By S. Refuge. Forty-one species observed. Along beach were
surf scoters, about 30, and Bonaparte's gulls in winter, chang-
ing, and sumner plumages. First dates for caspian terns, leoast
terns, Am. eget. Twelve Hudsonicn curlews (Mrs. Barefiecld and
lir. Bailey). In a march a sora reil called; one child asked,
"What ds that bird which sounds like a siren running down?"

Wildflower Sznctuary. Hooded warbler, summer tanager, rough-
winged swallow (this nests regulerly in berk on opposite shore.)

Scashore St. Park, First date for yellow-throated vireo,
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April 27

April 30

May 4

May 6

May 9

May 11
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prarie, parula and prothonotary warblers, Louisiana water-
thrush. Pileated woodpecker, undisturbed by our prescnce
drunmeé on treec. I can understand the report from CCC men
working in park that the Pileated did not mind their being
there,

First date for yellow-breasted chats, ycllow-crowncd night he-
ron, ¢lapper rail,

A Baltimore oriolec singing in cherry trce by my house, remain-
ed one-half hour, then migrated., This is uncommon hcre,

Flock of 60 bobolinks, At Life Saving Station No, 3, 4 short
billed marsh wrens, 3 singinge First rccord of this specie
that I have Tor Princess Anne Co. long-billed wrens abundant
in all marshes., Three hundred Americon scoters off shore,

When in a pilgrimage procession of 22 cars to raise money for
the Wildflower Sancturary, o broad-winged hawk--beautiful--
flew botween my car and thc preceeding onc,

Pungo., First date I have for orchard oriole, king rail, Flori-
da gallinule, least bittern, and Savanah sparrows. Eleven pur-
ple finches in swamp eating tender growth of cypress trees, all
young males or femnles, one singing nicely, Also there, yellow=-
thrcated warbler and Veery.

Pungo. Along coast, black skimmers, royal terns, common terns,
semipalmated sandpipers, least sandpipers, spotted sandpipers.
Onc boat-tailed grackle assailed and pursucd a pigeon hawk as
it flew over sand dunes. Finally hawk turned on boat-tail,
which fled. Hawk scemed to give it a fright and then as if to
say, "Now will you do it again?"; turned and proceded down the
beach., Two Henslow's sparrows, one cach side of road, The
Princess Anne colony is gone this year, due to thc fact land is
all uscd for cultivation, However, I have found this sparrow
in 3 ploces betwecen Virginia Beach and Pungo, Two Glorida 3enl-
limules (different marsh from liay 6 record) Threo wood ducks,
males, sitting on a log, At Lynnhaven Bridge 10 Canade geese
flew overhecad, honking and meking a great to-do., Some gecse
have lingered long at B. S. Refuge; doubtless these werc ten--~
at least on their way,

Seashore St. Park, Yellow-~billed cuckoos abundant, Thrce

- black-throated blue warblers, my first Norfolk record for

Chestnut-sided warbler, parula pulling at hanging moss trying
to arrange it into pocket shape, Kentucky warbler, which as
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usual gave us a chase before identification, Pileated woodpcck-
er, 6 olive-backed thrushes. I have seen more of this specie
than any other thrush migrating thru here this spring; perhaps
sone gray-cheeked; on this I would like to do more studying
another year,

Suffolk, Blue jay, I have never scen this in Norfolk. Two
oven-birds, these likewise uncommon in Norfolk, tho very com=-
mon all the way from Suffeolk to Williasmsbureg., Dces the large
part of the migration of land birds sweep up the shore side of
Chesapeake Bay? If so, where does it cross the Chesapeake?
Why do we not have the spectacular flights to Cape Henry---
Cape Charles which they heve, Declaware--Cape May?

B. S. Refuge. Threc dowitchers, 4 red-backed sandpipers, 5
greater yellow-legs, 2 willetts, 60 knots, and black-bellied
plovers, turnstones, sanderlings so abundant as to be "in drov-
os", One gannet was found dead with a fishhook in its gullet.
The hook was probably part of some fishing net, and the gan-
net in its struggles to become frec must have torn net.

Searlet tanager at Mrs, Barefield's. This tanager we believe
had received a bullet wound on the neck, perhaps a year ago.

It had healed, but the feathers had becn pushed upwards and
formed a growth, an extrcordinary scarlct-yellow pompon, stand-
ing out slightly on onc side of the nape, The bird acted slug-
gish, flew only short distonces, and in appearance locked fat
like an unhealthy canary. Along its sides, the brilliant scar-
let had turncd to & sort of orange hue, Yet it was still at-
tempting to reach its destination, The next day it was gone.
How long will it escape a cooper's hawk in its northern forests,
provided it ever reaches thore this year? Such is the needless
suffering menkind infliects on the beautiful wild things})

Reod-headed wecodpecker, black-billed cuckoo,

--=Mrs. £, C..Reed.
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NOTES FROM MIDDLE MOUNTAIN : -

Highlend County, Virginia.

Dre Alexender Wetmore and Mr. John Ees Graf, both of the United States
National Museum, and I visited Middle Mountein during the week of June 12~
17« I was only able to be there for the first three days, but the others
stayed through the weekes IMre. Gref made a very representative collection
of the insects of that high region, while Dre. Wetmore secured a collection
of birds which included practically all the forms nceded for a study of
sub=gpecific distributiones He also collected some birds et the foot of
Lantz Mountain in tho western cdge of Crebbottom valloye Thesc will be re=
ported on later after the sub=spocific iddatifications have boen madece

Since the birds found on the mountain werc reported on so fully last
summer ("summer Birds of Middle Mountain, Highlond County, Virginia," The
Raven, August, 1938) I shall only mention a fow on which we have some odw
ditional data:

le Ruffed Grousce Dr, Wetmore saw soveral femalese All hod stmdl
young, cven though our visit was nearly two weeks lator than the trip last
yeore

2e Woodcockse Mr, Graf sow throec on the 13th along a small branch
of Lourcl Forke

3¢ Ycllow=billed Cudkooe Cuckoos hcard last summer woerc roported as
probobly tho Black=billode This yoaor two cuckoos wero definitely identiw
ficd os the Ycllow=billcde No Blockebilled birds werc secn, although
othor cuckoos hoord might have boen cither forme

4 Chimncy Swifte Onc pair agoin scon on the mountain, as last ycore
They scomed to bo using the chimncy of the cottogece This year an addition=
al bird was soon on Laurcl Forke

5« Pilooted Woodpeckere Onc hecard by Dre Wetmore on the l4the

6e Hoiry Woodpeckore UNot listed last ycoare This year o peir hod =
noisy young in a nest in a sugar maple troe ncar the cottagee

7e¢ Prairic Horned Lorke Where last year there was onc pair on
Sapling Ridge, we sow this yoar a flock of ton, two pairs of adults with
some immaturc birdse

8¢ Ravene A poir scon ovor Sopling Ridge on the 13th.
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9. Vecry. Again very scarces Only one bird secn, by Dr., Wetmore, on

Stump Ridge, on the 15th,

10, Mountain Vireo., Not listed last sumner, This year a few were
secn, while the Red-oyed Viroe was agoin common cverywhore,

11. Yellow=breasted Cheots On the 17th. Dr. Wetmnore saw one near tle
bridge on Laurel Fork, wherc I had found one last sumrer, and another at
4,000 feot in an old field at the top of the Alleghany Movntain,

12, Vesper Sparrow. ZIEven morce common on Sapling Ridge than last
y’oaI‘-

On Laurcl Fork on the 13th, we saw a Red Squirrel (Sciurus hudson-
icus) and o Junping Mousc (Zapus hudsonius). I saw another Red Squirrel
on Lautz lountain on the l4th.

Lantz Mountain, by thc way, was incorrectly spelled as "Lance" Houn=-
tain in the former paper,

~=J. Je liurray.

NOTES FRON NORTHWESTCRN VIRGINIA

lrs. Clark and I spent Sunday, lionday, and part of Tuesday in Fred-
erick County, Virginia, and Hampshire County, West Virginia, and noted,
in Virginia, the following birds.

UFLAND PILOVER. Junction of Hogue Creck road (681) and Brown road
(687), 1.6 miles northeoast of Gainsboro, Frederick County, kicy 9.

Ve have noted the upland plover several times at this season in
this region, and we beliecve that it beecds here, thoush we have no evi-
dence,

CLITF SWALLOUS. Near Berryville, Loy 9.
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ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOUS. About a rock out at the side of the road.
Virginia route 7) on the border of Clark and Frecdorick Countics, May 6.

NIGHTHAVKS. Vinchester, liay 6-9,.

WOOD DUCK, One male, Shenandoah River at Castleman's Ferry, route
7, Clark County.

On lisy 30, we saw two upland plover a few miles south of Trapp, in
western Loudoun County. They flew up from a field to the upper cross
bar on & telephone pole, One immediately flew over the ficld, but the
other stayed and watched us as we drove by.

Weo also noticed a Baltimore oricle near Delaplane, From its actions
we suspected thot it had & nest in a lerge tree by the side of the rozd,
but we could not find it. :

--=fustin H, Clark, Curator,
Division of Echinoderms,
U. S. National luscum,
Washington, D. C,

BLACKSBURG NOTES

We obtained a specimen of the Little Black Rail here on May 27=--a
rew bird for the Kontgomery County List. Charles Jr, saw the bird
carlier that morning, Mlr. and Mrs, H. H. Bailey, lkir, C. E. Addy and I
returned to the marsh with hin after breakfast and were fortunate cnough
tc find the bird within a few hundred fect of wherc it was first flushed.
As it had done earlier in the morning, it flushed from the narrow strip
of marsh vegetation and alighted ncorby in the pasture in plain viecw,

The bird, a male with sexual organs well developed, was collected by Mr.
Adcdy anc prepared for the V, P. I, collection,

Vhile out on May 27 we also found a nest end ninc eggs of the Vir-
ginia Reil and flushed threc adult btirds. This is the third nest of this
species found this year. Both of the cthers were destroyed by cattle.
Other nests found were a number of the Red-winged Blackbird--many empty,
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others with one to three eggs and one with newly hatched youhg; one nest

of the Mockingbird containing three eggs and two newly hatched young; and
a nest of the Brown Thrasher, being incubated. A brood of young Brown
Thrashers too young to fly well and a Song Sparrow feeding young were also
seen, A non-breeding male Savanah Sparrow was flushed from the marsh grass
and collected for a late record.

Miss Katy Friel Sanders of Max Meadows writes as of May 25, "The Cliff
Swallows have réturned to build under the granary. There are 78 completed

nests and 4 under construction, Two pairs built under the eaves, of which
éme nest was taken by English Sparrows,."

---C, 0, Handley, Leader
Virginia Cooperative
Wildlife Research Unit

-~--00000000 =~~~

NARUNA, VIRGINIA,

On June 7, 1939, I found a pair of Scarlet Tanagers in a pine-hem-
lock forest bluff along Felling River about 5% or 4 miles south of Na-
runa, After watching them for half an hour they werc seen feeding their

young, which were out of their nest in a tall pine, I know now that they
have been nesting there for three ycers,

---Bertha Daniel,
=~=-=00000000=~~=~
BATH COUNTY, VIRGINIA.
On June 14, 1939, I saw a Black Vulturc with a flock of Turkey Vul-

tures along Route 220, four miles south of Bolar Springs, in Bath County.

-==J, J. Murray.
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AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

On June 9, I saw o pair of Upland Plovers in o field neor Stuart's
Draft, Auguste County, Vae Tholir actions undoubtedly showed that thero
was o nest ncarby.

m———eJy Je Murroys
mm mmm 000000000 O e o vnee

NOTES AT MOUNTAIN LAKE

At Mountain Loke on the afternoon of Junc 22, the following notes
of interest worc made: Two pairs of Cedar Woaxwings were scen froguente
lye Onc of the pairs scemed to be courting. For o fow minutes during
obscrvation at this time thoy showed much affection by pressing their
bills togothor ond chasing cach other occasionally from trece to trcoe

About one=half milec north of the University summor skhool of Biol=-
ogys o fonale yellow=belliod Sapsucker was soon at closc rangee Spodal
cffort was made to loeate the nesting treoe but without dofinite succosse

Other birds rmeck in evidonee in the woods at thirty=cight hundred
to four thousand foct elevation were: Caonadion Warblor, Chestnutesided
Warbler, Black-throated Biue (Cairn) Warblor, and Juncoe Furthor north
and slightly down the nountein side Towhecs and Indigo Buntings boceme

sbundante A pair of Hoiry Woodpeckers and Blue=hoandod Vircos were secn at

about thirty=scven hundred feet clovatione

wmnm==lly Go Lowils
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FAVIHS AND DUCIIIAWES

By Jacob H« Hostetter

It has boen ry custom for scme years to look aiter the aven, and to
study his hebits st nesting binie. I found the first nect on April 17, 193
and since then I hove been watching the Ravens from almest every stondpointa
I have wotched taem through February and iarkeh, ond I conld sec thum going
to the mountain, but thoy would never go toward the cliff, wlierc tie nest
prored to bee I find thet vhoen the nother kavon is 10okiug for foud; she
will never nolke any noise, but will floct throug thie air like tho cuckooe.
S0 on April 9, 1882, I wcnt to the mountain to look ¢ 1“ou't; the Ravan nost, and
to wateh this bird. lires Se Y. oyt come to my house, and told me the Lﬁ“uns
were rot-mesting in the old nest,= the one I found lost year, = but that they
were cn the 8000 rideo in snother elifd, ornd a5 it vos lote in tho cvoning
he could not thon investijato. So I went up to vithin six hundred rards
ol thHe oliff, und got in an opon place where I could got n gocd viows, T
had o good scet of glasses; I looked nll the vroeks oveor on that ridec, tnd
could sce no Ravens. Tbom £ § +00“ & viowo! tho c¢liff on another ridgo to the
rights and while looking ob this ¢llff one Raven drepped in Lo tho nest, to
fecd nor younzs I wotehed hor a fcw mononty, wid sle vent around tho mounte
cins So I gtorted to thoe negt, up o steoh and very rooly hollew; which lod
straight to tho nest; the Ravons spied me, and all the anmtics possille thoy
cut through the aird Thoy would soll out eover mo, very higihsy £ oy wauld
stend for o fowr minutes; thon thoy wvould drep dovm to the trce-tops, malding
all sorts of gquocr scunds e8 I got up to within two hundred frards of the noste

L sow a Duecl=lowlz come out, and try to drivo then owaye Mo would
290 high above thom, and then dart at thom like o ghot., But tho Raven would

Just tilt ovor, and stick his foot up, and the howk would never hit him. I

”'to}cﬂ thom fnr some time to see if it would hurt thom, but he rever touchcd
thome I was watehing them through my slosses, and I feel sure vhen the Raven
uld tilt over, and stick up his strong feet and legs, the havwl: scomed to
avoid hit¥ing him, or tryiig to breek through his strong defensce The hawk
finally gove it upe I would seyr tihe howl made as-twuwy as twonty=f ive darts
ot the Ravens, and rnover touchcd tlicm oncce

I have never scen euything like the Raven on wingsy their tilting and
dropping is winderfule I got botter views of tho Raven on this trip than I

hove cver gotton beforoces




L o A T Sk T i 6 A S 0 S St 7 e T ] R R d T aTew e e

inee 2 TAVENS LND DUCK-ILES hngust=lept

- 3 ] S B S S 5 0 4 S S B0 8 R 8 e

As I got closer to the nest the old birds disoppecred. The nest wes pro-
bably twenty-Tive foet from the ground, ond had two or throe youag in it.

Now os for the cuck=howk: 1 bcllc.ve he is the citemiy of ti:e Rovense 1
do not belicve he ecn lzill the old Ravons, but will kill the younpg if he gets
o chances I have on article from northern Pennsylvanis which states; "The
Roven is not only smort, but he is courageouss Vhen we disturbed the Duck-
Howks theoy would vent their onmger on the poor Pr:.vcns. Instend of turning tdil,
os rost birds do when o Muclk=Hawk swoops, the Daven would weit until e Howk
vas obout to gtrike, thon turn over on its bael and stick its fect straisht un
into the face of the spooding Howlke It is hard to say whether the Heowlt was
afraid to hit the Raven, or nerely wished to frishten it offe.e At 0ll cevents,
we never sow thoe hawk strike while the Ravens werc in the air"

I went boeck to the nest on April 23rd, with Dre R. Ps Carroll aend four
cthers from the Virginia Military Institute (hi ology ela 8s), ond we gol some
very good pietures of the young birdse

On Moy lst, Dre Je J. Irroy caic to 1y place, snd we went to the Reoven
neste lhen we got to where we could see the ncgt, one of the young was stond-
ing on the rock that partly hid the neste lw ot a good view of hin, Then he
slipped down into the neste They would peep around the rock a2t us, and their
eyes would shinc like new noneye Wo tried cvery way we could to get to themy
Dre Murray finelly clirbed an ook tree, and got within twenty=five fect of
the nost, and got five pictures of thems I hod tied two poles together and

usod this to scare them up on the rock wvhere he could et a good view of them.
We could see three, but thought there were four in the rests They were just
about ready to leave the nest, and they looked larger thon the old birdss We
fixed up o ladder on the east sicde of then, and rot three norc views of thone
They would open their big red nouths as they looled ot use YWe also wetched
the Duck-Hawk trying to frighton then oway fron the rountaine This has been
o wonderful experience to nee. I have wobtched these young Ravens since they
left the nest == I have scon a8 nuny as five on a deed linb, but could not
tell whether 3 young and 2 old, or 4 young ond 1 old bird,.

e B e

Lexington, Virginia
e 22 000000000 = ot e
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Je Je Hurray

The prinary purposc of a trip to Europe this past surmer was to aottend
the Viorld Conference of Christion Youth at fnsterdonm, but as tho plans pro-
gressed it wos inevitoble that tinme should be allowed for scie bird tripse
Of thesc trips the one for which I wos nost coger was o visit to the Islarnd
of Texel (promounced Tessel in Dutch) on the northwest const of Holland between
the North Sca and the Zuider Zece.

On reaching Znsterden where we were to spend ten days ot the Conference
I presented to Dre Peter Go Van Tienhoven, o Duteh ornitholopist, 1y letter of
introduction from Dre Te Gilbert Pearson. Dre. Van Tiechoven is one of the
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leading nen in the liederlondsche Vereenipging Tot
8
L
-l

turned out tou be a very gracious ond charnming pgentlenan,

serican Seciety throush the International Comittee for Bird Freservation,

a1

ol

Bescherming v

inviting ITs. lurray

and ne to diurer at his beoutiful old hone, the windows of which look out on

flows along the stroet called the

Sceiety are in his hone.

the conal thaot
the Duteh Bird
Societyg
thing wnossible

Heerongrachte The offices

Since Texel is on islond and sinece bime was limited, I decided to nalze

the trip by oirplance

Fooker machine, carrying about thirty passen;crse

Flying directlr over the

city end then striking northwest over Zaardan ard the old cheese narlet towm
of Allmwar, we looked dovm on the neot pattern of Dutch ceountryside, vwith its

canals, large and srmall, and its chocker=boeard of tiny farus.

the lorth Sea const we flow out over the breakers, in order. I suppose that

we night land on the strip of beach in case of trouble.

five ninmutes to cover the ninety miles to Tecle.
aid oir gick children aboard vere scon using ‘the
provided in all seatss That afterncon I had
snaller, aluninun~covercd Douilas Plone, £lown br
Loke City. Vhile we were wa

i

The trip was rathor bunpy,
little poper bess thot sre

A

=]
5]

a rmch snecother trip hack in a

© o fmericin pilot fron Salt

iting to toke off from the Texel airficld he told

Vogels, which
o Dinteh counterpart of our judnben Soclety; ond which is affilisted with the

5
Iig

of
He md Mr. Drijver, Sccrotery of the
Vthen they leorned thot I wos intercsted in visiting Texel, did every-
to arko ny trip there a peasmnt and profitaoble cne.

Yic took off fron the 8chiphol at Lnsterdsnm in a bipg blue

¥hen we reached

It took us only thirty-

ne o lot about the efficicnay ol Ke L. Ie the Dutch air transport orpenizotien.

& royal recepbion owoitol
dan friends had written ahcad.

e ot the Texel landing ficld,
4t the Lirport building a trin young officinl

My lxmster-

prected ne by nmac and told ne that they were pleased to hove wn fmerican vie

sit their island and their birds. Bird
of this thinly settled littls isloand, which isg ]
types They know what sone sestions of our count
disploy of wild life will attroct nany tourist
clesse The sanctuary worden, lire Jo Browvere wh
doy wes also there, with an extra bicycle for ne
wheeling mwray toward the rwdflats and the birds.
alonp for the daye Beyond a few bird nanes, ry |
Dutch went scarcely beyond mi order for hom ond
poes o long way anywhore; o fingor ean point tho
and lMre Brouwere did know the birds, whieh was t
I had o book of colored plates of Buropeann hirds
pot fron hin n nod or the shale of a honds TALH
lish ond ny little Dubech, with o fow (o very fow
with o lot of pointing wo pot along wonderfully.

-
sl
i

o

¥

i

fL1E

Tawiy

sonetuarics forn ruch

By
0 wo.s to be 1y chaperonc for the

b
2

of the ctitraeti
roliday resort of the siipler

and tourists of the better

In o few ninutes we were

I wondered how we would pet
suide had no English, tmd ny
But a friendly snilc

direction in ay langua
ne moin Bhing I was afters
to whiech T could poirt cnd
O riixbure of his little Dng-
) Cernon words throwm in, ond

.I.’s‘

13t
s
BiYe

o
o

I hod already studicd Texel from the eir.| The islan! is ahout fifteen
rilles long ond half as wides It is sheped just like o pie erust, perfectly
flat everywhere cxcept whore the sond duncs rais¢ a protectin: rin around the

conste Different fron most of tho Dutch landscay
proctically no stromis, except for a simll river
puide took me along the narrow roads for six or
the sand dune barrier.
he led the way up the dunc.
slittering shollow waters of the Zuider Zee, lir.
putteral Butch at

Then, notioning 1ne to leg
As we renched the ¢

pe, it hos fow concls ord
on the castern sideo Ny
icht nmiles until we cone to
we the eyele in the zrass,
pp and looked out over the
Browwere flung o novthfall of

o

ry hav e yet to discover, that

503

8]



R TR PR B fe 7 T 7 A . R W T

4 A Day At Texel imeustelessoplar

e el T LT 1 e p——— e AR S B Y et R

W poiased ¢, w by, | Therc worns the birds @t I fad con 60 wsed Dirds,
tomaay of © 00y new to med Tirds ia such quendity o3 1 had ao er sien
betored Th. ¢ wf..ls fior milos vwore eovered 1ith ihgr. Thoa scrmtiinr exeivo
ghom e 2o o et Black clowds.

Seme of thwca bords 1 had cone esieclully Yo god; so 1 ‘»fan to piek bauoe
outs [First cf li ware tha Epocnville. Texea 1u bug of io ehiafl asctin
places of this Jine a°. nrcommon bird. soon w 'oralled :. “‘oc? »f some two
hundred feeding ut € ‘I 8%enos Hut in pood 7iev thicagh our rlasses. The
Spoonbill is ¢ long-luzged water bird, rclateld to thé heroic. Later, us some
of them flew over ourncads, I pgot a good vievr of the |larg: «pocr-chaped bill
from which tht bird o .8 its nume, Where onr Dcseptd Srooabil: 2 Florideo
ond Texas is : iuchel w'th piuk, the Buropean bird is |pure whilc. The graceful
plumes that stomd up ~n the hoad during the browding|ucuson wore noc showing
now, but the bird is lovoly vcouph ot any socson. Ngxt in interost was tho
Avoccet, snother odd arl lovly birde We found flocks|cf those birds ovorywhord.
Long lines of Cormorants, fami.iar to me from deys iy Bngland but always intorst.
ing, stcod on the outer flats along the cdge of the yutor. Occeasicnally tho
wild erics cf passing Tlocks of Curlow end Whimbr:l ¢ould be hoard. GQuucr
Oyster=Catehnors, their newvy red bills fashi#nod for |working on tho oystor
sh:llg, sr.rs commn.  fYhe &r Above us wos neisy all [the time with the scroimes
of Comm-n (nd Soncwiecl, Torns, the formor old frionds|to me but the Sundwich
Torn o now cnd wolerme addition te my liste. And surjounding and cnvleping
thoseo lorpoy and merc intorcetine birds were literglly sworms of the smalilcr
and more commen sondpigers ond plovers. Por hours) 1:nz past time for o
reesoncble lunch, we watched these restloss, whosling, seroaming flocks.
Letor in the dey wo wors be trovel arouwnd the nerth 9nd of tho islend and soo
semo of the land birds., On oarlier days I hod hiod|l efbor ~ipd trips in JJollond
end in Switzerland and Germenye. But the bird momory |of t.is trip to Eurepe
thot will aiwoye stond oubt in my mind is the pisturc |of the mudflots of Toxel
with their sountlese filoclks of wotor birds, rosving for o fow heurs, but cven
then restless undor the inne: urpe te push scmewhero [forther southe

Laxingten, Virginic
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EXECUTIVE CCQMI'ITTEE I BETING
July 6, 1539

A call for an Exccutive Committoc Meoting and agftiavitation from Pr-f.
and Mrs Prusr to meot at Arden acsain broucht Mr. ML G Lowis, lirs. F« W. Show
and Elizabeth Shaw, Pr [+ end Hrs. Handly end Jcohny lr. ond lirs. 4. €. Rocd,
Ifr and lrs. Englis h and tnv Spcrutnry of said ermmitfoc and lNr. cad Mrs. J.
Frask Key to Timberlake on July88. After luneh the gompony dividaed into bus-
inoss ond sacilnl soetiohs.

Thce miwutes of The EXccutive Cemmittec Meooting 4qf Sept, 5, 1938 werc
road and appreveds The miautes of the Amwal Hecting of Fob. 17, and 18, 1939
wore approvods The frllowine resolution, prescited Hy the Resclutions Committoo
subscquant to the Annual liceting was adoptod.

Wherens, the Virginia Socicty, of Omnithelogy has boon inferned
that the existing migretery whterfowl rofuge loxtending along the
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Potomes River from Weshington to Alexandr?a has been
largely destroyed through the constructiou of an air-
por b, and

Whereus, the Society is further informed that the
Seeretary of /griculture has the power tc close ecay
navigable streca to hunting, therefore, bo i*

Ressived: +wlat the sceretary <f the Socisly ve di-
racled to request the Secrotary of fgrienctwc to
exercise the sbove powar and extend the cxishiag
migratory waterfowl refuge from flexandriac o~ ununt
Vernon.,

The following membershiv work heas becn done in accorcaice with plans
made by the Executive Committecs A brief notice sbout the Vo Sa 0o wos sont
to the Kentucky Worbler and to the Chet (MHorth Carolina}, cid a notc about
the Kentueky Ornithological Sseicty oppeared|in the Raven, The West Virginia
ond Tennessce Clubs did nct responds The offort to reach the science teach-~
ers in the High Schools of the Steote was not| carricd out Lecause therc is no
list of high school tecachers.

The offer of the National Associaotion of Audubon Socictics to leot af-
filigted organizotions scll Audubon Elephant Folio prints et o profit wos not
accepted at prescnte.

The ilnticinl fssociation of fudubon Socictics reported to Mrse hoy thot
the total memborship in Junior fudubcn Socicties in Virginia is 1482 o gain
of 800 in the past yoar. lMrs. Koy suggested the possibility of coopercting
with consorvation committecs of' the De Lo Re Gorden Clubs, Vomens'! Clubs,
the Girl Scout Student Cooperctive lssoclation or any othoer proups intercsted
in the orgonizing of Junior /udubon Clubs end in working out o prezrem of
gbudy for the seme. She has suggested to County Chrirmen that they might
got financial aid from their Gerden Clubs, Bascd on the expensos for the
Junior Audubon work thus far, 1t was voled to allow Mrs. Koy $20.,00 for the
continuntion of hor worlt throupgh Deecembor 194U,

It was moved and carried to continue tie 410.0C momborshin in the Hat'l
Associotion of Judubon Sociectios. It wns mov.d and carricd to jJjoin the
Virginia Wild Lifc Fodoratione Organizotion membership costs $2.50 with our
prescnt sizos

With the informetion aveileble the valuc
proposed Virginia Journal Of Seieneco rathsr iboz euntl
of doubtful value to the V., 8§, 0, Comnsesury.u'y ool eirried
that Dr, Murray ond Mr. M. G, Iowis shovic i ¢ Aiedemiont of
Science Committeco of tho Stote fcodomy of Seiwnee ot eall of the lutter to
consider publishing in the Va, Journal of Science rother than soparctoly
in the Raven, ond that they should report to the Executave Zormittec.

A long discussion of the wardenship of Cobb!'s Islcad and the denger of
being lost as an sudubon Socicty Sanctuery resulted in the deocision to write
to the National Association conecrning the situation.

It wos moved and carricd to have the next fomual Mecting ot Harrison-
burg and to have the President appoint a local committee on arrsngements.
Lpril 26 ond 27th were the dates nomode.

trwleles in tho
£ ‘tho Roven gooms
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@ elubs on ubﬂ hlgh schoolss Those rlglt h1f|rd un\thcr lelt of contact

) J111or Audubeon Socictiess The Vo, Accdorly of Seionco is making offorts
erest the Federal Goverrmoent in acquiring Dismal Swonmpe It wos rioved
axd scarried thot we oxpress oursclvds as in sympathy with the movemont.
Dclnru ad jeurnmeont there was an exprossien of apprecicktion teo Frof, and
¥rs. Frecor for tho holp and plcasurc whieh thoir hosgitality had afforded the
Exccutive Comnittoce. and a guick respoiisc from Prof. Freer to the coffcet that

plecasure wins also thoirs.

1 2
Q

Floronce 8. Hapgue
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A WOODPEKTE CBSTRVATION
Herbert He Beck
0a July 11 as I was riding the Appalachian Trail threuzh the Sheusadeald

Noticnal Perk,(and the raugers told lichlon Haines and re that we wors the first
men to ccver the ontire Park Trail) I caught « rlimpse of o dird the
czoct identification of which was nade ‘lfficult oo tlie hazardous 1l=2d~e ca
which my eompanion would net allow re to step. It was a dull blacl=becked
woodpeckor, apparcutly a little larger then a iHairy. In nmy quick view I

aught a thin waite stripe ruwining dowa the neck or sidos. My first theought
wos [retic Three-toed. Upon my retura to cur colleeticn (in which there ore
mest of the woodpeckers, cven twe sub-spucios of Ivory-Bill) I fouud that the
bird I hod watched for cbeout ten sccconds was more uearly like Piceides Arcticus
than any othor spccies. This obsorvaticn was abrut 300 feot from the tep of
Lowlisblll Meudbaine (4049 altitude)e The noarest brecding sround of this Throoe
Toed 18 ia the Adireadecks ot altitudss sbove 3000 | feot. Hawlssbill, as weol
ag other meuntains in the Park, has balsom fir noar its tope The most comnen
rosidonts aleng tho trail threugh the Park wero Carolina Jungo, Towhee and
Yellow=Breansted Chat. 4in intbrutnnﬁ sight was « Rod-tailed HHWJ earriig a
sneke, which appeared te be a ratilor.e I cannot, of naurso, eoncit mysolf
toe an uhnchntinn ¢f Arotic Throo=Toud Woodioelkor, but I wich song
ornitholoplet would nule & elose study of the balsan fir rocions ~f Fawlsbill
Fountain in effert te find and identify tho improssively derk becked wirod-
poelior I saw theros

Franklin aad lfarshall College.
Lb::eastor, Po.
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In the aftermoon of July 25, while fishing from a Loal neer the upper
end of the old Giles Mill pond cn the nerth burder of imeila county, Heve
Charles Kernan, of Amelia, saw whalt seems 4o hove been a Wetor Turkey, :l.]‘_I_l;l_"lJ_{-tl
anhinga, '
T 7 7 The following deseription of the bird is bascd on the renort of Ir. Ker-
nan, who is an enthusiastic amateur bird student, and also cn that of a young
men vho lives neor the laze and who was prescnt ¢nd also watched ite The bard
wos tho size of a wory large duck or snall gooso, bubt nore slendcre Tho ncecl:
wae vory long, ond while the bird was swirming, when not alerrod, was clightly
arched, with the hoad held high ord bill peinting slizhtly upworde The color
wos brovmish, without noticcablo color pattern, end the leng bill was ycllors
Tt dived reodily and swom long distonces under woter. When only slightly
olarneod it swom with only the heoad and neek sbove water. By drifting townrd
it in o boat Mr. Kernon was ot orc tinme within about 25 vards of ite

Eorly in the morning of July 28, Dr. Keranan came to me to tell me of
his find, and I wont with liin to the loko but a ,co.rc.h of severeal hours faoiled

to locate the birdes Early in the morning of July 27, I wes cgain ot the lalwc.
Foiling to locate the bird, I drove to cnothor| large pond obout four udiles

southwest of Giles Mill Pond, and scecrched i.'LJ but without successe On the
scecond pond visited, known a& Barksdale Pond, I counmtcd a flock of fourtcen
wood Ducks. '

Ameclia, Virginiae.

(There scons little doubt as to the corrcetness of this identificatione If
correcht it is the sceond record for the Anhinga in Virginia, one of the birds
having beer reported from Rooche®s Rwi Sanctuary noar Was hJ.rb’con in Augzust
1936 = Bditor)

e emnme 0000000==mer =

L. TRIP WORTH A2D TEST
by
De Ralph Hostettor

After the close of school, a short trip as for west as Kensts brought
us into a torritory of which the bird population inecludes scveral specics
not femiliar to the field worker in tho caste The Viegtern Mecadowlark, Dicke
cispel, Prairic Horned Lork, ond Bobelink descrve specinl montions It is
my opinion thot tho song of tho Vostern Meadowlnrk is for nore beoutiful than
that of tho eastern birde In habits and behavior it closely rescmbles our
Mcodowlorke The Diclkelissel are vory cbundent, singing fron fonece posts and
from fence and telephone wirese The song, although not cspoeially pretty,
is rendered with such earnostnoss that ono pauscs to' liston. The Prairic
Horned Lurke are morc numerous than here in the cast, ond may frequently be
scon on fence posts along the highwaye Boboliuks arc seon in the vicinity
of Horrisonburg only during migration, so it was a troat to heor then sing-
ing as they flew over tho grass fioclds, or from grass sten to forice poste

On the roturn trip we stopped at Kirgeoville, Ontario, Caneda, to sce
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Jack Miner end his birdse Ve came upon Mre ifiror or "Jack" as he prefors to

be called, seabed upon o borch necr his housc, mending a dip nets He proofcd
us and at once proceeded to shoew us his birds, bird houses, trips, ponds and
lcwmse He is very sociable, full of proverbs, sinilies and netaphors. Through-
out the tour he kept telling of the work which lics close to his heort, namely,
the feeding and banding of gecse and duckse: It is probebly lmown: to 2ll that
all his bands placod on wild geésc bear a Scripture verses To date he has
bonded 20,550 geese, 7000 ducks, snd 1200 Hourning Dovose Last year he paid
for the husking of 17,000 bushels of corn to feod his geese durirg the wintor.
The entire Sonctuary comprises two niles sguare, whereas the portion that is
fonced in comsists of 400 ncrose. Ve sow only o fow goose ond ducksy fLpril

is the best nionth for nmumberss In a large coge he has confined several pairs
of Mocking Birds which have nestod and rearcd younge Should ony VeSe0. nmember
coric neor the vicinity of Kingsville, he will be well repeid by calling on Jocl
Miners

Harrisoanburs, Virginia
= v = OO OO DO Qesionin s ments
PRINCLSS ANITE BIRD NOTES

On July 3rd we visited Lale Tecomseh, in costern Princess fnre county.
Vo found the best place to observe birds to be at the end of Dyer Road, (route
630)e  The loke hero was nothinz but a sea of mud and lily pads =~ onid herons.

There was a scobttered group of half a dozen snowy herons (Egretta Thula),
ncar which were a dozen or ricre little bluec herons (Florida coerulea) in fuall
dark plunmage, onc in nottled plunage, and throe whitoc orese

Sone distance away were botween fifty and sixty cgrets, ond individual
blue herons were scattered chout.

In the moarshes of ecastoern Virginia we have been surprised at the nurbers
of loast bitterns (Ixobrychus exilis), which we have seen practically every-
wheres At Jomestorm we found one dead in the road across the norshe

LAlong the causewsy to Knott!s Islond on July 4th we saw a couple of
gallinules swirming in the ditche. Ve

Dre lurray has nextioned that we have very fow/records for the King Rail
cxcept for the region about Washington ond the Tidowater arcae

Hy first oxperience with the King Rail was in Scott County, on the
Clinch river some miles northenst of Clinchport, in 1899, Iy notes do not give
tlie exnet localitye The bird wos noar a spring on the river bank, which wae
well woodeds Sceing me ot a distonce of a few feet it walked away into the
woodse That was tho only once I sowe But I hoard what I tool to bo King Rails
at several places along the Clinch and Helston rivorse

This early expericnce croated in my nind the inmpression thet the King
Rall is nmore or less a woodlond birde.

fustin He Clark
Viashirgton, De Ce
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John Be Lowils

L new station for ilenslow's 8porrow wos located Jurnc 10, 1939, wihen a
poir were found in an open boggy old ficld about three niles m,rtn of Aneclisn
Court Housce This nair probably had a nest, or young rocently out of the
nest, as thoy wero very solicitous when we entered o certein arcae After we
noved on the riale seng o mumber of tinese Theoy werc scen mid hoord at the
sailec place on July Ca

Viilson's Snipe wore rather nore than usually numerous in swonpy places
fron Forch 28 to April 18« Thoy arc nover cormon with use Killdoors were ro-
sulorly present in lorger nmunmbers than usunl gll through the winter,

Myrtleo Warblers werc rarc or abscnt through Noverber, Decombor, md
Joouorye. lore individuaols bepan to appecar on Februory 8, Fron thot date un-
til lato April thoy were uresent in about their usual nwiberse Last scon,
Moy 6« Purple Finches were scerce nll wirter. Laost scon, April 7 Fox
Sporrows were not scen until Fobruary 13. From thot date until uuout April
1, they wore trescnt in their usual nunbers,

Largo flocks of nigrating Goldfincheos appeared on April 25, and wore
scen froquontly through Moy 3. In 1939 this nigratior oecurcd April 17 to
2%rde

i OO s
RESTONTHG MOUNTATH BIRD LIFE
Merrion G. Lowis

The Fort Lewis Mourtain State Gome Preserve in Roanoke County providoes
an cxcellent exearple of the henefits derived fron protection fron forest fircs.
I was first on Fort Lewis }founttoin seven years o oe AL that tirie it had been
under protection of the State Gune and Fish Cormission for only o fow yeoarse
It was barcly begiming to sheow the results of proteetion from firese Still
little nore than o barren rocky waste with scattering serub pines cd ooks
badly fire scarred, thore was practicnlly no undergrowth md no ground covor
on tho sandstone roecks and snndy soilse Tho dried strean beds were torrents
of muddied water and debris during rains ond dried up soon aftermorde

It was roare indeed to find any bird life at all on this mountein ot
eny scason of the year with the exception of occasional crows and a fow
Iourning Doves nesting in the serub trees near the foot of the nountaine Af=
‘ter about ton yeors of protoction from fires the nountain now has a donse
cover of undergrowth and vegetotion holding a considerable anount of decoyed
leaves ond young timbor is naking rapid growthe Therc ies o very considerable
varicty of bird life over the entire southern slope of the nountaine. Birds
observed comionly this surmier on the nountain on oceasional {rips throughout
the breeding scason are as followss ’l‘cswhoc, Ovenbird, Hooded Tarbler, lourn=-
ing Dove, Flicker, Scarlet Tanager, Pine Viarbloer, Rou-e_,rcd Vireo, Vhipporwill,
Dowmy Woodpecker, Chickadce, Tufted Titnouse, i.ood Thrush, Vater Thrush,
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Grow, !lountear. Viroo, Black«®hroatod Green liarbler, Swrmer Ycaoagcr, Brown
Thraosher, Crosted Flyeccinher; Pileated Woedpeelicr;

Protection firom foresv fires is perhops slichtly ncre inportomd on
rountoin sides then on soue level lemds, at lcast from the woter supply and
stroon flow stoidpoints The chanzes whick heove tolzen place on Fort lLewis
Hountoir ore typieal of those which ore tokirg place on e’y rimubeilns |83
throughout the llestorn part of the stabte as o reenlt of tho work of the State
aid Foderal Foryest Serviecey she CCC ond other opencios aiding in forest fire
proteetions

ides

Soleon, Virginin.
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Notes from Tangior Islond
Cheasapeake Bay
Virginia

Bye~-~
AUSTIN H. CLARK

Threo days in September, 1939 (Soptombor 17-19), wore spont on Tangicr
Islend. This island is maialy on oxtonsive salt marsh with o loag sond spit
ot the southorn ond and limited arcas of higher ground occupiced by houscs and
cultivatod land. Extonsive patches of prouadscl treos (Baccharis halimifolia)
six or scven foot high are froquent und arc loenlly called "woods." The oaly
trees arc a fow ornamentals, largoly poplars, dl oug the main stroet, and many
figs.

The following birds were ..wotods

SWAINSON'S WARBLER.-=Two of thoso wero scen in a Baccharis thiecket noar the
southorn ond of tho island, et tho odge of the marsh. They kept near the ground,
from timo to tinc wogged the tail slowly up and down, and were very uasuspiecious,
so that thoy could be obsorved from a distance of four or five fcot.

REDSTART .-~-0Onc, in a fig=-trce.

FLICKER.-=Common; where this bird could nest on the island is o nmystery,
unless it was in sheds and uafroquented buildingse.

BLACK VULTURE.=--0Onc, over the salt morsh in the contor of the island.
MARSH HiWK.==Ono wos clmost clways in sight over tho marshes.

FISH HAWK.=--Frequent, ond often seon some distoiico from land.
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PIGEQON IIAWK.--Very numerous; some were seen leaving the island and flying
out across Chesapealte Bay.

TREE SWALLOW.--A hundred or so tree swallows were flocking over the marsh
in the center of the island.

BARN SWALLOW.--Three seen.

GREEN HERON.--The only heron noticed; a few were seen in the marshes. One
was observed perched on an electric light wire by the rocdside.

RED WINGED BLACKBIRD.--A pair seen in some Baccharis bushes in a salt marsh.
SEASIDE SP/RROW.--Frequent in the salt marshes.

A small sparrow that I did not identify was flushed from time to time in
the marshes. Hawks were very common, but most of them I could not determine.

On the sand spit at the southern end of the island there were great numbers
of foot prints of geese and ducks--also of shore birds and rats. Presumably the
birds were Canada geose and Black Ducks, the common domestic geese and ducks of
the island, that had flown over to the sand bar.

One solitary willet was the only shore bird seon.

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM,
Washington, D. C.

(This short paper is of very great interest for two reasons. In the first place,
no bird notes have ever been published, so far as I know, from this quaint,
isolated community. iAnd, in the socond place, or Clark's obsorvations probably
extend the known breoding range of tho Swainson's warblor considerably farther
north than its former limit in Warwiek County, Virginia. It is to be hoped that
someone can check this area again during the breeding soason. Ed.)



Pago 5 THE RAVEN OCTOBER, 1939

Along The Coanst
By==-
MRS. L. C. REED

021 June 29 a sccond trip to Cobb's Island was made. A strong wind blew from
the scn, sweeping the send before it. Tho tide wag low, so thet we wore able to
explorc the marsh in the middloc of the island. We found 6 nests of the Laughing
Gull. Theso wero on little 'islands' of marsh grass surrounded by mud flats and
water. Thoey wero not difficult to find, being made of the blecached eelgrass, or
soa wrack, which showed quito conspicuously. No nest contained more than 2 eggs,
end sometimes onc younge Tho parent birds sottled on the mud, protesting with
loud "yuk - yuks". The young were a soft buffy color, spotted brown.

Near the edge of the marsh, Mrs. Barofiocld found o nest which wo think was
a Clappor Rail's nest. It was doep down in tho tell grass, completely concoalod,
and containod 9 rather modium-brown colored eggs. The prottivst nest was that
of the Willet. It was placed undor leafy plants growing cbout a foot high,
forming a canopy over it, and contained 4 oggse. Tho Willets flew over our hoads
with shallow, quivering wing beats, giving their rather harsh alerm note, which
is quite different from the musical 'pill-will-will:'.

The young of the Wilson Plovers scemed pretty well grown. They were mostly
back in the marsh rathor than on the windy boach. Tho c¢all of the adults is a
trebled note, "weet-to-wcot". Twelve Dowitchors still lingered in the marsh (scen
by Mrs. Ben Coffey and Miss Smith from Tomnessec); as well as six Knots.

Along the boach we counted 8 nestg »f the Black Skimmer, most of thesc wero
with babios newly hatched. To us it wgd a sorry sight the way the wind was
blowing the sand over the babies, cocting little bodies and oyes. In fact, it
was necessary to watch every step we took, for in two cases, only a little mound
of sond indicated the baby birds beneath. We walked as swiftly as possible, for
in such storms, surely the parents must cover tho young continually to keep then
from bocoming buried. I noticod one Skimmor, in attompting to distract us,
bouncing down the beach, ruch as an airplanoc does whon it first touches prouand.
On reaching the surf, it plunged through, and not until beyond the surf, did it
take flight.

Crossing on the ferry, we saw 31 Wilson Potrels restiag on the water like
black swallows, thoir rumps showing like white dots. Petrols alsc followed the
boat, crossing and reccrossing the wake looking for food.

The fall migration of shore birds seemed to bec early this year, the largest
nunbers being soen during the first two weclks of August. Those notes mey indicato
sonothing of tho 'pattorn' of the migration. BEach species is listed on the day
when it was counted in largest numbers.

July 19 20 Royal Torns. 40 Least Terns; thesc woreo rcrmants of what had
fornmed o largoe colony on the B.Se Refugo.
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July

July

July

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug .

Auge.

23

28

31

10

17

24

30

4 Hudsonian Curlows; the samc four probably were observed regularly
until Aug. 3.

Greater Yollow-logs. About 5 Lesser Yollow-legs, and 6 Pectoral Sand-
pipers. /fudubon's Shearwater.

Greator Shearwator. (Reperted by Dr. John H. Groy)

7 Dowitchers. Dowitchors were scarce this fall. I!eny Turnstcones. At
ne time were therc droves of Turnstones and Black-bellied Plovers as
noted in spring. 50 Piping Plovers. 4 Western Sandpipers (Dr. Groy)
Porasitic Jaoger. 2 Common Loons

3 Gull-billod Terns. These torns were noticed in small numbers from
hug. 1 to Sept. 1. Thoe call of the Gull-billed is high and is three
syllabled, somctimes four syllabled, and is distinetive from other
torns.

Boat=tailed Grackles all along coast. 238 Willets ccunted from Sand=-
bridge to the North Carcline line. The large numbers of Willots scen
all through August has been onc of the inspiring sights this fall.
Height of the Black=Becllicd Plover migration.

8 Forstor's Terns. White-wingod Scoter. Thoe hoad of this bird appearcd
dark with no whito arcas; the bill was a beautiful deep rosc-pink, and
this was very noticeable. Thoro wos browm on the back and wing coverts;
primaries appearced black. It was lightish on the abdomen. When it
lifted its wings tho white patch on seconderics showed, and the rest

of the sccondaries and tertials were edged whitishe. The descriptica by
Forbush of the femnle white-winged scoter 'in fresh plumege! sceris most
to fit this bird.

This was the day after a ncrtheast rainsterm lasting 4 days. Black Torns
were first seen July 26 and increased during August. On this day 63
were secn flying low cver the marsh at Dam's Neck which wes flooded from
the reins. Alsc, on the muddy rcad, was oa little Nerthern Phalarcpe
preening itsclf. The V-shaped white stripes-on thoe back showed con-
spicucusly as well as white stripes where wings and body meet. The top
of the head and nape were grey, wiid there was a gray stripe through the
ey:. Tho wings appeared all brown, until it flew whon white wing-stripe
showed. - The bill was quite fine. Aftor procauivny itself, it flew into
the marsh, turning about cun the water this way and that. It took fine
blades of grass = which wore extonding out of the water--in its bill,
and thon let thom go. I presune it was colleocting somc kind of minute
inscet lifo. Along tho beach, Scenipalmetoed Plovers were flying swiftly,
not stopping te rest. In a shert time, I counted 8 groups, with about
30 birds to a group. Scmipalmatod Sandpipers were alse flying past
without stopping, 3 groups being noted.

Sept. 1 8 Knots.

Sept. 7 14 Black Skimmers. 4 Caspian Terns.
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While to the casual eye the beach seems a long strotch of sendy shore, it
has spots or 'oases! which are more attractive to the shorc birds. Therc are
placoes whore stumps of sypress trees, the last remmants of aa anciont forost,
arc rcvecled at low tide. Tho roots of these trees make little hollows in the
sand, and theso retain sca wator and littlec forms of sca life. Usually thore
arc smell patherings of shorc birds here. Then also at low tide there aro
cxposed shelves or juttings of hard clay, which are pitted into numorous pools,
and the birds like to cat ond batho hoerc. Always, cach tidc scallops now de-
pressions in the boach, and in those arc left stranded, parts of broken crabs,
cloms, scaweed, starfish, ctc., a table sproad with food to be inspectod by the
sandpiper folk. Lastly, when tho fishermon bring in thoir scines and sproad
thom out on the beach to bo monded, the shore birds gather thore to feed on
the bits of fish adhoring to the meshes.

NORIOLK, VIRGINIL

(The Northern Phalarope record is of particular intorest, there being only three

provious rccords for the State. In the next issue of Tho Raven, Dr. John He. Groy

will report on some of the rarcr birds mentioned in this cnd in the noxt paper.
Ed.)

AUGUST 1 0N THE COAST OF VIRGINIA
B:r'r Dre. W s De Wel lmj_ ne

"It's going to be o hot day."
"Bet your life; it's hot alrcady."

And with thosc words impressed upon my mind I stepped off the Washington
boat in Norfolke. It was arcund eight o'clock, August 1, 1939; and not a cloud
in the sky. I wos mot at the boat by Mrs. Colgate Dardcen, and away we weat to
pick up Mrs. As C. Reed at hor home (somowhcre in Norfolk; I am a stranger here,
end to me Norfolk is stranger still); and thon out toward Ocoan Viow to got the
Rev. John H. Grey, Jre. of Raleigh, N. C. He came elong with a shovel; just in
ci8@asee Our initial tour was of every first-class mesquito hole, duck puddlc,
frog pond, and hog wallow in the onvircns of Norfolk. Thon to the Capc Honry
Government Preserve. You soc, wo wore moking the rounds of choice locations for
birds. And very few hirds were in evidonce. But we must romomber that this was
Aurust 1.

But thc most sorious part of our trip was yot ahced. We werc waiting for
low tide so wc could got on the firm, wet sand with the automobile. And toward
midday we were hcading south from Virginia Beach. It wos neccssary to detour
ercuid an inlot; and we got back to tho boach over what the rost of the party
spoke of as the Sand Bridge. From thon on the day wos spont among Shere Birds.

But let me stop a moment to speak to the sunlight, - porvading sunlight,
sunlizht from above, sunlight from below, sunlight all around us; rolden sunlicht,
fiory sunlight; suilight that rcachod the skin, sunlight that picrced the sking
sunlight overywhore, a great occan of suanlight flooding over the little shore of
cursclves. I love the sunlight. Thoro was a lct of it to love.
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Just before we got to the Sand Bridre we met Mr. Harry A. Bailey of the
RPiolorical Survey Refure at Back Bay. Hc told us he estimated that between the
Sand Bridge and tho North Carclina Stete Line (roughly 15 or 16 niles) thore
wore from twelve to fourtcen thoussnd Sanderlings. We soaw rogt of them. Some
of thom twices From time to time thore werc oxclematicns over Black~bellied
Plover, or Piping Plover, cr Ruddy Turnstone, or other. Tho Somi-palmoted
Sandpipers werc very numerous. OQecasionally we decided that here was a Loast
Sandpiper. And John Grey is authority for the Westera Scadpipers. (Note the
surrestion of skepticism)

Lbout one-thirty our cover was spread (1) for four, (2) for shade. You
sce, the automobile top had boon throwm back that we might cajoy the sunshine.
Aftor lunch Grev and I wont on o roconnoitoring oxposition, te find a safo trail
for the car over the hirher boach, and ccross a sand barricado down to Back Bay.
This baprioade is being constructed by C.C.C. boys with wirc foneing and brush.
(The wind and the sand do tho rest) Some years ago in a great storm tho cccan
cut its way into the bay. Now an effort is being made to form a sand dunc that
will kocp the ccecam out. Well, woe got safely over, and on to the baked mud of what
had becn the rcecches of Back Bay. In the shallow wator boevend us were nony
interesting ldrge terns. Were they Royal or Caspian? We wished teo know. Sec
across the mud thot was dry, end across the mud that was wet, and then into the
water, we wont. And in that weter, ankle-decep or doopor, wo paddled at loast an
hour on thet cloudless day. It wos lots of fun. "Differeont, you know." Our
subjects of study scemed to prefor a distance of approximately onc-half milas.
ind they held all the trumps. But threo birds wore coasiderate cnough to come
and tell us from cverhoad just how they felt about cur interost. Thasc were
gull=dwbilled Terns. Shortly after their departurc, and aos wo werc considerinag
our own, one of the ladics sidled up to me (there in the sunlipht, the golden
sunlight). I was rather oxpecting a werd of oncouragement "to pray end not to
faint." 1Insteed sho whispered (audibly), "I know the namc of & cortain clown
that you remind me of." Swoot nothing! (And the water was hotl) But I supposc
I did look a little quoor.

As we got back safely teo the boach the Rev. Mr. Grey suggested liquid re=-
freshrmients at a cortain stand he know dewn on the Cerclina Line. So down we wont.
Four coco-colas. In attendance, a number of chickens, several pigs, one dog, and
one boy. But we were rofreshed.

On that lower beach I was inmpressed again with the utterly hopeloss appearance
of the large gulls. Most of thoem were Herring Gulls; some, Ring-billed. /And most
cf them were in immaturce plumege. 4ll of thom were molting. Thoy werc o dis-
roputable-looking tribe. Sometimes thoy scomed like fluf fv young owls; scmetimes
one would ronind ne of o mounted carle my dauphter tries to wash with soap and
weker. Sho had not gome far befere she realizod scncthing was wrong. And that
wroeng has never been righted. 1 supposc these same gulls will leok trim enough
next wintor; but baside thoem on August 1 a Turkey Vulturo would have looked like
Beau Brurmcll himsclf.



Papo 7 THE RAVEN OCTORBER 1839

As we hurried oa down the boach I ericd suddenly, "Stop! Stop!" And
jumping cut I ran boack tc o black and white bird lying noticnless on thoe sand.
When I had seen it first it had been struggling feebly. But now John Groy come
ruming up, yelling with execitemont. Ho slappod his hat devm on the helpless
bird. He was taking no chances. But certainly it had only a little while to
live. And if anyone would quostion our idontification of ax jsudubon's Shoar-
woater, Mr. Grey has the skin.

Turning north from cur "beach club" we had just time to et me comfortably
to my boet for Alexandria. We were driviag along comforta ly, timing Sendpipors!
flight up to a speed of forty-cight miles por heour. Suddeunly there were further
cexclamations, and o stop. This tinme it was a large, dark bird, pursuing the
Louzshing Gulls and Common Terns. It secmed to bo in o rather sportive rmood.

Now it would drop to the sand, whon it appeared to be about tho size of a small
Rod=shouldercd Howke. Or it would sit lightly on the water, where it looked,
shoulders and up, like o woll-trirmed gamo cocke. It had long, slondor wings,
end the bill of a bird of prey. Several points woe ot colleetively: o geld
enllar, a mottled breast and underparts, clengated tail foathers, and a goneral
suffusion of pelden. Of coursc it was a Jaoger. But which? It socemed to be
tho Parasitic. 4And so it proved tec be. (Cempleto identification was nmade by
a study later of skins in the National luseunm ot Washington.) But if you would
have a choico example of casuistry, picturc to yourself o ldignifiocd gontleoman
of the cloth, stendiag fully clothod out beyond the breskers of the Atlantie
Oconn, in order that, being beyond the lino of low tide, and therefore without
the confines cf the Govermment Bird Sanctuary, he might teke a pot-shet at a
rore feathered visitor to our shores. We did not colleet the Jaeger.

But what about the beat? Of ccursc that matter was secoandary. But by
taking such highways in the county, and such strects in the city, as had no
limits to spced, we made the boat. 4nd the dey was over.

List of Birds Secon:

(In an cll-day hunt of this kind meny birds are recorded, and meny we fail to
mark down. Thore is always the danger, too, of ccunting an individual bird
twice. Yet definitencss in rccerding is a great virtue. In ziving numbers
I have tried te be conscrvative, and definite. Somo of the figures aro

oxnct. In other cases therec is oan approximation. For instanece: Whon the
number "8" is given, it may be we saw only seven of that spocics; it naybec,
clovon. )

Audubon's Shearwater -1
Great Bluc leron -25
American Egrot ~50
Snowy Egret -4
Louisiana Heren lk

Little Bluc Heron a2k
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Greoen Heoron -4 ad., 2 im.

Hooded Merponser -1 feonale

Turlzey Vulturec -25

Black Vulture -2

Bald Eaglo -4

Arerican Osprey ~-18

Bob-White Quail =2

Clappor Roil -1

Piping Flevor -3, plus
Semi-palmated Plover -c. fow

Killdeoer -12

Black-bcllicd Pleover -8

Ruddy Turnstone ~12

Spotted Sandpiper -5

Willet -4

Greater Yollowlogs -2

Losser Yellowlegs

Loast Sendpipor -8

Bastern Dewitchor -1

Somi-palnated Sandpiper =ity

Wostorn Sandpiper -3

Sanderling ~gbundant along surf
Parasitic Jacgor -1

Herring Gull -100 (cst.)
Bing-billed Gull =20

Loughing Gull ~commn over the water overywhere
Gull-billed Tern =2

Forster's Tern
Cormon Tern

Least Tern

Royal Term

Caspian Tern

Black Tern

Black Skirmer
Mourning Dove

Rock Dove (Pipcons)
Chimmey Swift
Bolted Kiagfisher
Red=-Headed Woodpocker
Kingbird

Crested Flyeatcher
Acadian Flyectchor
Wood Powce

Tree Swallow

Barn Swallow
Purplc Hartin
Crow

Fish Crow

-Difficulty in distinguishing in surmor
~plumagic; but both prosent and common.
~lost ccmmen of the Terns
~Fiftcon or more largc Tornms.
-as Caspion.
-12

-2

-2

-a flock
-15

-1

-2

-10

-2

-1

-1

-100, plus {ust.)
-2

-a fow

-15

-a fow

Two I idontificd

The othors we could not get closc to.
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Carolina Chickadec -2

Tuftod Titnouse -3

Brown-hcaded Nuthatch

House Viren -1

Carnlina Vron =10

Long-billed Marsh Viron -commion in certain propor places
Mockingbird -15

Brown Thrasher -1

Rebin =l

Bluobird -4

Blue=gray Gnatectcher -1

Starling -scen, but not counted
Red=-cyed Virco -5

Parula Varbler -1

Prairioc Warbler &2

Moeryland Yellowthroat =5

English Sparrow -only a fow
Meadowlark -2

Red-winged Blackbird -very fow, possibly 3 or 4.
Boat-tailed Grackle -15

Purple Grackle

Indigo Bunting -8

Roed=oyed Towhee -6

Henslow's Sparrow -4

Chipping Sparrow -1

Field Sparrow -6

Song Sparrow -8

Total Numbor of SpccicSe==eemwaa. 82

Y cllow-hec

cd Blackbird at Pamplin, Virginia
B y-n—

MORTON MARSHLLL, Jr.

On Septembor 5, 1939, whilc I was watching o small group cf Towhecs in a
woody fiold ncar Pomplin, Virginisa, throo Yellowhoaded Blackbirds alighted a

short distance away.

I identificd thom positively by theoir bright yellow heads.

As I moved from behind a bush thoy flew away end I lost sight of them.

I wrote to Mre Roger T. Potorson, os I had ncvor hoard of theso birds in
Virginia. He repliod that ho did not loiow of any such roecord and roferred me
to Dr. Murray. Dr, Murray informs me that thorec is ono othor record, of a malo

and female scen and the femalo eollocted by Captein We T. Abbott at Chincoteoguo,
Virginia, August 29, 1912, and roported in The juk, January, 1913, pago 113.

Panmplin, Virginia
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Swaoinscn's Warblor in Southwost Virginia.

In the issuc of Thoe Raven for Juno, 1932, sono iateresting nesting rocecords
nede by Mr. F. M. Jones in the regicn arcund Bristol in Southwost Virginia wore
published. At the same time Mr. Jones had sent in a rocord of the nest and oggs
of a Swninson's Worbler (Lirmmothlypis swainsoni). The rocord was such a re~... ..
markable one, thoere haviay been no record of this bird anywhere near the
mountain rogion, that I folt it must be omitted in publishing these notes until
a specimon of the bird could be collected.

I om happy now to be able to say that recent discovories in o noighbering
soction of Tennesseoe in support of Ir. Jones' repcrt have provided evidencoe in
the form of a speeimen. A collocting party from the United Stotos National
Museum collected an adult male Swainson's Tarblor in the breeding scason, on
June 8, at 3,000 foot clovaticn "in the Holston Mounteins. three niles of
Shedy Valloy, northeast, in a swompy crea heavily shaded with hemloek and
rhododendron.” Two othors were recorded five miles north of Shady Valley.

"(Notes on the Birds of Tennesscc. by Alexander Wotmere, proc. U. S. Nat. Mus.,
Vol. 86, No. 3050, Washington, 1939. p. 221)"

He moro amazing excmplo of distribution could be imarined than the occcurcnce
of this bird of the southern swamps in such places. I am glad to make this
belated aclmowlodgement of the corrcetness of Mr. Jones' repert and to con-
gratulate him on boing the first to discover this strango nccurenco.

Je Je Murray, Loxington, Virginia

An 0ld Record for the Swallow Tailed Kite at Lexington

Mr. David Barcleay, formorly of Lexington and now of Washington, De C., has
reccently given me an old record of the occurcnce of the Swallow=tailed Kite at
Lexington. As & boy he was very much intorosted in the study of birds. One
surmer, about the ycar 1890, two large hawks appearcd in the Brushy Hill
neighborhoed near Lexington, s taying there for some time. He kmow that theoy
were hawks; and a men who had scen such birds beforc told him that they were
kites. They were large, white underncath, and with deeply-forked swallowlike
teils. They usually flow very high, somet imes derting dowm with great specd.
If this rocord, as scems likely, is corroect, it adds a fourth reccord for this
bird in Virginia.

Je Je Murray, Lexington, Virginia
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Now Birds for Amclia
by--
JOHN B. LEWIS
On Scptomber 1Sth, 1939, I found in the hishwoy o small hewk. The heed and
body had been creound up by traffic until thoy wore a shapcless mass, but tho

wings, tail and one foot were not seriously injured. From those ecraps I guessed
it to be a Pigeon Hawk, Falco c.ceolumbarius.

The =aext lay, Soptomber 20, I collceted a wren that I could not satisfactorily
identify, and made up the skin.

On j-oing to visit my son and his family in Washington, I took the scraps of
the hawk ond the wren specimen with moe and submitted them to Dr. Harry C.
Oberholser, who said I was right as to the hawk, and that the wren is tho Ohio
Heousc Tren, Troglodytos aodon baldwini.

Tho Pigcon Hawk is new to the Amelia 1list, and the wron w ill be unless our
nesting species proves to bo baldwini also. I will ccllcet a nosting specimon
and send it to Dr. Oberholser next spring in order to sottle that question. I
an inclined to believe that cur nesting houso wron is the eastern specics, as

I boliove them to bo lirhter in color, and alsoc, they arc usually all gone south
before the date of colloection of baldwini.

Dr. Oberholsor tolls mo that the nosting housc wron at Lexington is
baldwini.

Amelia, Virginia

Golden Eaple in Warren Country, Virginia

On Qotober 8th, at Limeton, ncar Front Royal, Virzinia, we saw a golden ca;le
on & limb of a doad cedar on the ¢liff above the Shenandoah river. In gompany
with Dr. and Mrs. William M. Moan and Mr. and Mrs. Jechn E. Graf we were puosts
cf Mr. Theodor M. lussaous, presidont of the Limeton Lime Company, at his cabin
on the edge cof the e¢liff. Mr. lMussacus and I werc returning fron a walk and,
coning down the hill to the cebin, ho noticed the bird, w hich was about fifty
feet from Mrs. Clark, who was sitting on the wverenda reading a book. As we
approached the bird flow off up the river, .iving us an oxecllent viow of it.

JMUSTIN H. CLARK

UNITED STATES HATIONLL MUSEUM
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NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF TENNESSEE. By Alcxander Woetmorcs. Proc. U. S.

National Musoum, Vol., 86, No., 3050, pps 175-243, Washington, 1939. Bird
studonts interested in the distribution of birds in tho Southern Appalachieans
and in quostions of sub=-spocics should not fail to sccure this valuable paper.
The United States National Musoum is meking roprosontative collections of birds
in the states of the Southorn Appalachion country; and Dr. Wetmnoro is publishing
papers on the state collections as they are worked upe This paper is tho
sccond, the first having delt with tho West Virginia collections. We understand
that o report on Kactueky cclloections is soon to appear, whilc during the

scason just closed collecctions have been made in North Carolina. While
scarcely so importont to Virpinia workers as the West Virginia papor alrcady
published, or the Keatucky paper soon to be published, it is of vory greoat
impertance and intercst. The discussions in this and in the carlior paper
indicate something of the complexity of the sub-specific probloms in our
mountain repions and show that tho only place for tho smatour in that problen
is the callecting of speeimons te be sont for oxamination. In that way, how-
ovor, he can bo of rmuch holp.

Jde. J. Murray, Loxington, Virginie

The Christmas Ccnsus.

Wio hope that all V. S. O. nonmbers will plan te take o Christmas Census
this yoar, and send ia the roports both to Bird-Lorc and to The Raven. Dates
have not yot been announced, but thoy will certainly includo the two or threo
days irmediatcly procceding and following Christmas Dey. Follow the plan used
in the lists in the January issuc of The Ravon.
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NOTES Ol SOME OF THE RARER COLSTAL BIRDS
OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA
By John H. Grey, Jr.

Audubon's Shearwaters Puffins lherminieri lherminieri. One teken alive
August 1, 1939; on the beach at Back Bay Refuge by Ve Be Hcllwaine, Jrs, Mrse
Colgate Darden, lirse Le Ce Reed, ond John He Greys Probobly the some bird had
been seen there on July 28, 1939, by the last three observers, who thought the
bird to be injured at thc timee It would fly a short distance and nlight on the
water with wings outspread ond head submerged, paying no heed to the waves which
would turn it over and oveor. When tokon it could barcly scuttle along the boach
and appearcd to be suffering from somothing sinmilar +to "limber neck" in chickense
It was much cmaciated and had no food in the stonmache

North Carolina had a large influx of those birds this yoar, in contrast
to five dates in former ycarse Se Ae Wnlker found one dead at Rodanthe, July 21,
1939, ond another dead at Corolla, July 28, 1939, On July 29, 1939, he observed
six live birds and picked up soventcen dead birds along the Pon Island béachs
None of these birds werc oiled, and all wero onaciateds August 17, 1939, tho
North Carolina Bird Club observed two ot Oregon Inlets July 23, 1939, Churchill
Brogaw observed o small flock et the mouth of the Cape Fear River noar Southport,
and on August 20 Walker obscrved onc bird off Bodic Islendse July 27, 1938,
Wolker saw cight neoar Oregon Inlot.

Gronter Shearwatere Puffinus gravise /A bird identified as this spocies
was scon by Mrs, Ae Co Roed and John He Grey ot Cope Henry, July 31, 1939. Whon
firgt scon ot about two hundred yards the bird was rising heavily into the wind,
gained some altitude and flow out of sight down the winde. It did not follow the
usual flight of flapping and sailing characteristic of shenrwaters. However, the
wings werc sharply pointed, ond the dark cap met the white under=-throat parts in
a clearly defined line, also the bird was as large as o Herring Gull.

Se fie Walkor picked up a dead bird on Bodic Island Beach, Ne C., June
26, 1939, and on June 22, 1939, hc and Te Gilbert Pcorson found a dend bird on
Currituck Boache Two otheor rocords for Ne Ce

Bluc Goosce Chon cacruleoscons. Horry a Bailey ond John He Grey obser-
ved four birds on December 29, 1938, among the flock of Greater Snow Geesc on tho
Back Bgy Migratory Watorfowl Refugee The birds worc obscrvod at less than one

Pare 1
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hundred yards with 8x binoculars as thoy fod on the mud flots, Bailey observoed
them fairly regularly through March 4, 1939,

Se e Walker has obsérved thesc geeso on thé Pea Island ligratory Waeter-
fowl Refuge in North Carolina, fron November 2, 1938, through February 8, 1939;
flocks ranging from throc birds on November 2, to thirteen scen on Fobruary 8e
The carliocst rocord for North Carolina is one bird observed by Walker, October
18, 1939, at Pea Islande In 1937=-38 Walker observed these geese between Novem=
bor 4, 1937 to February 15, 1938, in flocks ranging from two to eight birdse In
1934 John De Chalk observed a small flock on Currituck Sound in the eorly part
of the hunting season, ond on January 15, 1935 Claronec Cottan observed six o=
dults and sovoral irmoturc birds on Pea Island, (AUK 52:439)., Four other re-
cords for North Carolinge

White=fronted Goosee Ansor albifrons albifrons. Harry i« Bailey obe
served one daily Fobruary 5-11, 1939, on the Back Bay Migratory Waterfowl Refugee
The bird was with the large glock of Greater Snow Geese which wintered theree
He was able to obsorve it on land, end also on the Bey by drifting his boat close
to tho flcok before they took winge Se i.e Walker observed onc in North Caroline
at the Send Ridge Club on Pea Island from January 19, to Morch 5, 1939« This was
not the same bird as scon ot Back Bay for Walker observed his bird on both Feb-
ruary 6 and 7th, ot which timec Bailoy also saw hises Walker also records one soen
January 19, 1938, at the Buxton Club near Hatterase

Other rocords for Ne Ce arc, Currituck Sound, one tokon Jemuary 18,
1897 (AUK 43:252); and ono taken, Currituck Sound, November 13, 1923 (AUK 41:339).

Westorn Willett, Cotoptrophorus scmipalmatus inornatuse yitmer Stone,

BIRD STUDIES AT OLD CAPE MAY, pe 445, says: "Skins from New Englend, Long Is-
land, ond Virginia prove to be the westorn form and wore taken in nid-Auguste" I
noticed in the list of Virginia Birds in THE RAVEN that only the Eastern Willett
is listed. The western form has been token several auturms in Ne Ce I took one
this August 17, at Bodie Island, and Craighill took them to be fairly cormon
there August 28, Tho only one I colleected at Virginia Beach this surmer was
Eastorn, ond I did not then kmow how to distinguish them in tho field, may not
know nowe

(I have not yet been able to locate the skins referred to by Dre Stonce
They arc not in the collections of the Philadolphia Acadeny of Scicnccse JaJdells)

Avocots Recurvirostra americanne One observed by Horry Ae. Bailey and
Mr. Griffith of the Biological Survey at Send Bridge, Septérber 8, 1939, and by
Bailey the next daye The bird, which was with two Willets, was quite tame and
allowed close viowse

Another bird was obsorved on September 8, 1939, by Franecis He Craighill
ond Se Jie Walker on the beach at Nags Head Cosst Guard Station, North Carolina,
This bird was obsorved for sometime os it flew anhcad of their car on the beach,
This is the second record for North Carolina, though Welker says he saw mother
bird some years ogo on Pea Island, but did not report it as he could not identi=-
fy ite
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Parasitic Joegor. Storcoramius parasiticuse /. bird, identified as this
spceies, was seen by Tme B Mellwoine, Jre., lrse is Ce Rced, lMrse Colgate Darden,
and John He Groy, fugust 1, 1939, while on the beach at Back Bany Refugees The bird
was scen at close range with 8x binoculars while chasing o Least Tern, and also
while rosting on tho wators It appearcd to be larger than a Laughing Gull, with
the tail feathors divided end pointed at the tip rather thon blunt ond twisted.
The bird had a conspicuous gold collar such as in the adult bird but alsc hed
rather heavy bars or spots on the underpartse MeIlwaine later studied one speci-
men in the Biological Survey eollection which hoad this unusual combiration of
Juvenile and adult plumage. One seen August 3, at the sac place was probably
the some bird.

Brumnich's Murrce Uria lomvia lomviae [ dead bird was picked up by
Se Ae Walker off False Cepe Const Guard Station on Joanuary 26, 1939, He identi=-
fiod it as this species, and savedthe hcad and foots Ve Fe Kubichok of the Bi-
ological Survey egreed with his identification when later shown the hoad and
foot.

1719 Pork Drive,
Raleigh, Horth Carolina,
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THE PILELTED WOODPECKER
By Je He Hostotter

Rogarding the Pileatod Voodpeecker and his habits, I may soy that I moved
into the woods with this bird in April, 1884; ond so have lived with this feather-
cd creature now for more than a half-century. This is a nost wonderful bird, and
we still have nany speeinens of thom in our forests; as they arec protoeted by our
laws, = which makes it unlawful to kill at ony time, inposing a fine of not less
then fifty dollaors, = this has holped to save this hondsome specicse

I have wotched this bird chisel great holes in tinmber, in search of food.
They will alight on tho grounhd very ofton ond hop to a stump or trece They will
turn their heads to one side, and listen for grubs, wood borers, and arts, which
thoy always get after rmch locbore It has been said that the pileated woodpecker
gets all his living from the woods, but he also gots food on the farm in these
Virginia hillse Thoy arc very fond of cherries, strawberrics, raspberries, black-
borries, and any kind of small fruite They will also cat persirmons, ond white-
oak mast (acorns)e. I have watched then pick at small dried apples left on tho
trocse They arc very shy of hawks, and I have never known one to be killed by a
howke I hoave watched the hawk get after one, and he would stop his voiece, = still
calling: "Pluck = Chuck"; he will land on o troe trunk, go around it so quickly,
thon go again, until the howk will give up the chasce >Ee

As to their nesting, thoy soom to nest ot ey height, from 18 to 80 feet.
They drill into dead timbor, ond go down into the tree from 12 to 20 inches, and
theoir nest is complctes I have looked at nests in dead hickory trces twice, and
anee in a deod chostnute I have nevor known o pair to ncst the seccond tinme in an
old noste This bird has a veryloud call: "Chinie, = chinie, = chury" that nay bo
heard for two miles in still wecothore Thoy have o way of sounding on a hollow
tree which has always narked pretty weathere This bird should not be killed at
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ony time, as he is the woodpocker king, and a blessing to wild lifo.

Sore peoplc call this specios of woodpecker the "wood hen", others call
it the "log cock", or oven "wood cock", while others know it as the "lob cock"e
I have been listoning to the volece of this bird today, Zpril 18, and I have al=
ways taken notice that wherever you find hin you are most likely to find geomop
while if his presence is not made known to you, it is not likely you will find
any game in that vieinitys For o numbor of years nen have boen cutting "oxtract",
that is the doad chestnut timbor in the mountains, chestnut trees killed some
years ogo by the blight; and this fact has bothered the pilecoted woodpeckor bo=
couse he is one who loves the deep solitude of the woodse Bubt ncarly all this
tinber has been cut out; ond not for a long tinme, if over again, will there be
any chestnut trees to cut for any purpese; so fraan now on thore will be but lit=
tle to disturb hin in tho woods, so let us hope thet his numbers will incronscs

Loxington, Virginian.
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FURTHER NOTES ON SWAINSOI*S VLRBLER IN THE CENTR.L
APPLLLCHIAIT REGION
By louricec Brooks

Dre Murroy's discussion in the R.VEN for October, 1939, of the broeding
of Swainsont's Warblor (Limmothlypis swainsoni) in southwestorn Virginia (as ro=
cordod by Mr. F. le Joncs), together with the rceont discovery of this speeics
during the nesting scason in the nounteins of Tennesscc, serves to direet atton-
tion anow to e puzzling Wost Virginia record for this bird.

On June 14, 1924, Prof. Pe Ce Bibbee, now of Concord State Tcachers
Colloge, ithons, We Vas, collected a singing male Swainson'!s T'arblor ncar Buz-
zord's Rocks, Monongalia County, V. Vae This rccord was subscquontly published
in "Birds of Wost Virginia: 4 Check=List" (Bull. 258, Ve Voe Agre Bxpe Stas),
but it has, perhops, not rcceived the attention it doserves.

I happon to be thoroughly conversant with the region and the eircun=
stonces of the collectione The bird was taken on a spur of the Cheot Mounteins
ronge, at about 2000 foet clovation, mnd only about five niles from the Pennsgyl=-
venia bordere Liko tho loeality in which Dre lletiorc found the birds in Tommos-
sec, this is a rogion of hemlock ond rhododendron, but unlike the swomp Tonnessco
situation, the Viest Virginia ocren consists of stecep nountain ridges. /i habitat
noroc unlike the southern eancbrake swamps which are presuned to be the choson
broeding grounds of this specics eould scorecly be imagined. Birds kmowr to
broed in tho irmediate vieinity include Cheostnut-sided, Cairn's, Black-throated
Greon, and Canada Varblers, Rese=broasted Grosbenks, ond Veoryse.

For nany yoars Profossor Bibbeeo'!s bird (which is in the West Virginia
University colloction) was regarded as an accidental, but doubts of this begen
to arise whon Dre VWetnore sccured o nale fron Lincoln County, We Voe, on April
28, 1936 (Observotions on the Birds of Vest Virginiae Proccedings of the Ue S,
Notional Musoum, Vole 84, loe 3021, 1937).
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Although Lincoln County is not strictly mounteinous, the terrain is steep
and rugged, far romoved fron lowland swarnp conditionse These two records, when
viowed in the light of Mr. Jones' Virginia notos and the recent Tenncssce discov=
ories, strongly indicate on uncxpected situation as regards this specicse

It now scens ontircly possible that a small portion of the Swainson's
Tarbler populotion detoches itsclf from the main body which breeds in southern
swanps ond finds o hone in the south~contral Appalechion Region, rcaching eleva=
tions of at least 3000 foet in Termncssce, and extonding northward in Viest Virgin-
ia alpmost to the Pennsylvania linee If further observations continue to bear
this out, wo shall have to re=orient our cntire viewpoint on the hebits of this
intercsting specicse

Such a distributional puzzle as is here suggested sorves to onphasize
further the biological challengs offercd by the ippalachion region, and particul-
erly by thosc portions which lic south of the reogion of placiatione Since
Palaczoic times those nountains have formed a haven of refuge for land forns of
plant and aninal lifee Here circunstances of clinate, clovation, and cther fac-
tors have forced living things to adept thomselves to new conditions, or to
perishes It nmay well be that we arce in process of discuvering o racial broeding
hoebit of the Swainson's Warblers which has been persisted in by snell numbers
of the birds for nany thousands of yocarse Eoach new picee of infornation of this
character sorves to shed a littlo moro light on the biotic problems of this fas=
cinating arcae.

Division of Forestry
Vlest Virginia University
Horgantowm, We Ve,
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HOTES . 1D NEI'S
By Je Je Murray

The Raven = Tenth Volume.

This month closes the first decade of the life and work of the Virginia
Society of Ornithologye. This issue completes the tenth volume of The Ravens The
membership of our socicty can look back over these ten years with o great deal
of pleasure and with at least some small mmount of satisfactions Ilmmy of us,
especlally those who were charter members of the Ve S. 0., feel that the chief
volue in our socioty has been the followship in bird studys. The Lnnual Meetings
ond Fiecld Trips, other speccial ficld trips for smaller groups, correspondence
about the work of the socicty and about our personal problems snd discoverics,
the sharing in the pages of The Raven of our knowledge = these things have brought
us into closer acquaintonce and in many cases into decpoer friendshipe For o scc-
ond thinge I am surc that we all feel that this cooperative work has resulted in
the quickening of our individual interest in bird study. Jsnd, for a third thing,
we con cortainly take some pleasure in the mass of information on Virginia birds
that we have collectively deposited on the poges of The Raven. Its ten volumes
comprise some 800 closcly printed pagese Iluch of this, we all lmow, is of second-
ory importuncce But therce ie materiel of value horee In pertieular, information
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as to distribution has beeon gathered from slmost every cormer of the Statee Wost
of the phases of bird study open to an cmateur have been touched one Some of our
members, with the help of professional ornithologists ond by judicious collocting,
have advanced our kmowledge of the romge of some of the sub-specics which occur
in Virginise Wec know o good doal nere about Virginic bird life than we did ten
yoars ago, onough at least to mdic us realizo how ruch is yet to be donc)

We have accomplished something in the field of conservetion and bird pro=-
tection in the State, as woll as in tho ficld of nature cducotions Possibly the
wockest place in our work is our failurc to build up a sufficiently large group
of members in Virginia to support proporly the progrom of the socictys This
might well engege our attontion as we entor our socond dccndos

sk e sk sk ok s s s sieokok

John E; Lowis Honorecds

At the Horfolk mecting of the Ve Se 0s Mre John B Lowls exhibited some
speeimens of the Golden Mouse which he had collocted neor imelin and which he
thought might be o new sub=specicse It turns out that his judgnont was correct.
This race of the Golden Mousc has been described as new, ond, in honor of its
discoverer, has beon nemod Poromyscus nuttalli lewisi. For over fifty yoors Mr.
Lowis has been an active ficld worker in ornithology and nammaologye The Ve Se
Oe is proud of its member, so maturc in years and in oxperience, so youthful
in his interest and in the alertness of his ninde

sk e st e skoke sfesienke sk

A New Bird for the Virginia Liste

In 'The AUK!, Vol, 56, 1939, October, pages 471-472, Dre Robert Cushman
Murphy roports a Bohoma Pintail, takon in Virginiae The rccord is of such greet
intorcst that two paragrephs of Dre lMarphy's notc, the title of which is "Bohena
Pintail in Virginia", will bo quoted: "On Decembor 17, 1937, lre Starling e
Childs shot a Bshona Pintain (Dafila baohomonsis) on the property of the Horn
Point Gun Club, Peter's Cove, Pungo, Virginiae The bird, which accompenied o
flock of forty or fifty fmericaon Pintails, is an adult of undctermined soxe. It
has beon mounted and prosonted to the inmericon Muscun of Notural Historyeeesses
ecssvssssssessssssThe fourth odition of the M, Os Ue 'Chock-List! (1931) records
only two carliecr occurrcnces of the Behoma Pintail in continental North fmerice,
nanoly, onc on thc oast const of Florida and onc in Visconsing”

e o ok ok e ek o el ke ks

0ld Bird Boxes in Virginiae

In the roport for 1914 to the National JAssociantion of /fudubon Societics
by Miss Katharine Stuart, Ficld Agont for Virginia, the following interosting
poragraph may be found (Bird-Lore, Vole XVI, Novembor-Dceember, 1914, page 499 ):
"That the founders of this great republie lmow the valuc of birds end loved then,
is shown by the fact that one finds ot Monticello, the homne of Jefforsom, ot
Stratford, the home of the Leos, at Brandon, the home of the Harrisons, and in
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Williomsburg, and nmany othor places, bird-boxes thot in mony instances are two
hundred yoors olde Their shapes vary, and also their colorse I hope, in tino,
to get pictures and data that will reveal norc of their history. It would be
interosting to hoar whether thore ore such ancient bird-boxes anywhere north or
south of Virginia". It would also be intorecsting to know whether now, after
anothor twonty-five yoars, thesc boxes are still in oxistonce and still in place.
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& Call for Christmos Consuscse

The dates for Bird=Lorct's fnmnual Christmas Bird Census for 1939 are
Deconbor 17=25 inclusivoe Roports rmust be in the Now York Office (Editor, Bird=
Lore, 1006 Fifth Avenue) by Jamuary 2. Consuses will not be printed in Bird-
Lore unless the following rulecs arc complied with: "Censuses must be submitted
in Ae Oe Ue Check=List order (1931 cdition) (the sarc order boing followed in
Chopmen's tHandbook!): the diancter of the total area consused ney not exceed
15 niles; consusos to be written on onc sido of the poper only, and typed,
double space, if possible; sesseeescensus must last at least six hours ond not
oxtend over morc than one dayes Exoct hours aficld and weather conditions, rmst
be indicotede Ililcages and hours in terms of single party miloages and hours,
mst be givene. That is, if four people are togethor threc hours, in two partics
three hours, and scparato threc hours, the total singlc party time is not 9 hours
but 21 hours (3 plus 6 plus 12)e Birds not nctually rocorded in the consus are
not to bo included in the totalse ™"Actual numbers arc to be givene Each wwusual
rocord should be accompanied by o brief statement as to the necans of identifice~
tione In writing up tho report "do not submit records in colurmar form, but have
onc record follow ancther, in a single parsgraph; use no ditto marks; do not usec
peronthescs around numberse" The ceonsuscs in the Januery, 1939, issue of The
Raven may be used as somples, if attontion is paid to the new method of counting
hours ond nileagce At the time the report is sent to New York send o copy to
Dre Je Je Murray, Loxington, Virginia, for the Raven.

s s e ook fels o sfesde sk ok

Virginia in the 1939 Litoraturce

Tho fuke In the Jomary issue we note Dre Ellison fie Smyth's report,
"A Swaollo=tailod Kite in Roanoko County, Virginia", notice of which hos alroody
boon tokeon in The Rovone In o roviow of Dre Oborholsor's "Bird Life of Louisiona",
poage 92 of the some issuc, reference is nade to Dre Oberholscr's deseription of
o now race of Forster's Tern, Storna forstori litoricola (page 290 of the book),
the type being fron Smith's Island, Virginia, tho bird brooding along the Atlon-
tic and Gulf coasts fron Virginia to Toxase In tho April issuc Clarcnec Cotton
and Phoobe Knoppon, in an article ontitled "Food of Some Uncormion North fnmorican
Birds" (pagos 138=169), cormont on sone Virginia spocinens. Thoy list four Vire
ginia Specimens of the Europcan Widgeon, three ot Back Boy, o male oh Jomuary 22,
1912, a nale on February 2, 1912, end on unsexed bird on Decembor 16, 19203 and
o nale at Aquia Creek, Potomac River, Decombor 24, 1927 They roport thot gos—
tropods nodc up 85% of the food of o Virginia specimen of the Buropcan Teole
This was tho spcecinon colleoeted at Loxingtone On page 177, Jeo Ce Dickinson, Jre,
ond John Be Calhoun report o Red Phalarope colloected ot a pool on tho canpus of
the Univoersity of Virginia, Scptenbor 18, 1938, In the July issuc Frederick
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Ce Lincoln reports, on information sent hin through the Virginia Cormission of Gome
ond Inland Fisherics, o probable instance of "Sora Rail Brooding in Virginia", ot
Langloy Ficld, Hampton, Virginia, Junc 9, 1938 Thc Octobor issue conteains tho
Boharia Pintail rocord quoted aboves In Bird-Lore, in the scction entitled "The
Scason", there arc always Virginie records of intercst in the "Weshington (De Ce)
Rogion colurm", odited by Dre Harry Ce Oberholser, but thesc records arc too do=
tailed to copyes

"BirdeLoret!s Thirty=Ninth Christnas Bird Census", supplemont to the -
January-February issuc of Bird~Lore, has only four Virginia censuses: /[nelia,
36 species, 407 individunls; Blacksburg, 62 specics, 4194 individunls; Lexington,
40 specios, 1258 individunls; Norfolk, 47 specics, 1995 irndividualse The "Breed-
ing Census", supplement to the September=October issue, has not a single Virginia
consuse Hero is an opportunity for somc good work by somnc of our members who are
not noving about too rmch in the surmer.

Lexington, Virginisae

= o em = smee 00000000 s 0w e o
ANNUAL MEETING
Me Gs Lewis, President

The dates sgreed on by the majority of members of the Executive Comnit-
tee, for the Annual Meeting, are iMay 10 and 11, 1940, The meeting will be held
at Harrisonburge The local committec on arrangements will announce the meeting
place and plans for the field trip in the noxt issue of The Ravon., This commit~
tece is Dre Ralph Hostetter, Choirman, liiss Jane Elinson and Miss Evelyn Watkins,.
They proposc a field trip into the National Forest arca, in the western part of
Rockingham County, which should be onc of the most interesting wo have over madc.
The trip will probably inelude a virgin forest arce which is of particular intor-
oste More detailed ammouncements will be made latcere

Dre Je Je Murray, Loxington, is in charge of the program for the Annual
Mcetinge All merbors of the Society arc urged to contribute paperse Any obscr~
vations or studies which arc of intercst should be reported at the Annual Mecting.
Notify Dre Murroy, as soon os possiblec, the longth of timc which you will noed
on the progrome.

New Mombers Ncededse The Horth Carolina Bird Club has rocently sct o
goal of one thousand members by the ond of 1940 This is a fine example for the
Ve Se Os We rust hove additional members in order to continuc our work most of=
foctivelyes Every member should put forth speecial offort, within the noxt month,
to sccurc ncw mombers in 1940. Ploase bring this to the attontion of anyonc you
know who is interested in bird studye. Ve nced more anotucrse The rombership
foe of $1.50 should be mailed to As Oe English, Trcasurer, 308 Wostover Avonuc,
Roanoke, Virginios
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INDEX TO VOLULE TEN

(A nimcographod journal doos not ordinarily go in for an index, but it
seoms to be very nocessary, if the nateriel in the journal is to be made availa=
blee The Editor rogrets that the practice was not begun with the first volumece
Even now it scarcoly seoms wise to try to have a speeies indox, bocausc of the
troncndous number of lists which occur in this typo of jourmal, This index will
cover titlos, poople and placese Since in Volww X we have slippod back into the
old nmothod of numboring the pages of oach issue scperately, cach refercnec in this
indox will have two numbors, on issuc number and a page nunber, with a colon be-
‘twoons )

Albinistic Junco in Amelie County = 1:7
Along the Coost = 10:3

Ameclia County = 1:7 = 1:9 = 4:3 = 8:7 = 8:9 « 10:10
Anhingo at Amelin = 8:7

Innual leoting = 1:5 = 2:1 = 12:8

August 1 on the Coast of Virginia = 10:1
Augusta County = 6:13

Back Boy = 1:8 = 10:5 = 12:1 = 12:2

Bahana Pintail in Virginia = 12:6

Bath County = 6:12

Bock, He Hi = 8:6

Birds of Lynchburg (Reviow) = 2:14
Blacksburg = 1:10 = 4:9 = 6:11

Brooks, Mauricc = 12:4

Burrowing Owl = A ncew Bird for Virginia - 4:2
Calhoun, John Be = 4:9

Cope Henry = 1:8

Charlotteosville = 4:95

Checpic = 2:8

Christmas Consuscs = 1l:7 ~ 12:7

Clork, Austin He = 4:6 = 4:8 = 6:10 = 8:8 =10:1-10:10
Cobb's Island e 2:17 = 4:7 = 6:1 = 10:3
Danicl, Bortha = 136 = 6:12

Doy at Texel, A = 8:2

Duck Howk Attacks the Roven = 4:1

Excecutive Cormriittee Meeting = 8:4

Ficld Notos from Horfolk « 2:16

Field Guide to the Birds (Roviow) =~ 2:12
Froer, Ruskin S. = 1:11

Further llotes on Swoinson's Warbler = 12:4
Golden Plover ond Other Birds, The (Review) = 2:13
Groy, John He = 1:8 = 12:1

Hague, Florence Se = 8:4

Hondley, Ce Oe = 1:10 = 6:11

Homdley, Ce Oe Jre = 1:10

Hostottor, De Re = 8:7

Hostotter, Je He = 614 = 8:;1 = 12:3

Hoyt, Je Se Yo = 1:10 = 4:1 = 439

In Menoriom: Williem Cobell Rivos = 2:5
Koy, Mrse Evic = 2:8
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Kingfishorts Song to Falling Riveor = 1:6

Lowisy Je Be = 1:7 = 1:9 = 433 = 8:7 = 8:9 = 10:10 = 12:6

Lowis, Me Ge = 2318 = 4:7 = 6:13 ~ 8:9 - 12:8

Loxington « 1310 = 4:1 = 4:9 = 8:1 - 10:9

Lynchburg = 1l:11

Morshall, Morton, Jre = 10:9

Hountein Loko = 6:13

Murray, Je Je = 1l:l = 1:10 = 2:5 = 2:12 = 2:13 = 2:14 = 4:2 = 4:9 = 6:9 = 6: 12
6:13 = 8:2 = 10:9 10:11 = 12:5 :

Moliwaine, Ve Be Jre = 6:1 = 10:5

Naoruna = 6:12

Hew Bird for the Virginia List = 12:6

llow Birds for Amelia « 10:10

Horfollk = 1s47 = 2:16 & 6:5 =« 10:3 = 10:5 = 12:1

Hotes on the Birds of Tonnessoe (Roview) = 10:11

Hotes from Middle Mountain = 6:9

Notos from Horthwestern Virginia = 6:10

Notos ond lows = 12:5

Notes on some of the Raror Coastal Birds of Virginia ard North Carolina = 12:1

llotes from Tangier Islond - 10:1

Officors of tho Ve Se Oa = 2:4

014 Bird Boxes in Virginia - 12:6

01d Record for the Swallow=tailed Kite at Lexington = 10:9

Panplin « 10:9 il .

Pileated Voodpockerj The = 12:3

Princess Anno Bird Notes = 8:8

Ravens ond Duck Hawks = 8:1

Reod, lirse Le Ce = 1:7 = 2:16 = 6:5 = 10:3

Restoring Mountain Bird Lifc - 8:9

Rives, VWiilliom Cabell = 1:6 = 2:5

Some Characteristices of the Canadion Zone = 1:1

Some Pleistocone Mamnls from Warren County, Virginia = 4:6

Sorie Roflections on Wild Life = 6:4

Swainsonts Warbler = 10:1 = 10:9 = 12:4

Swainson'!s Warbleor in Southwest Virginia = 10:9

Trip North and Vest, A = 8:7

Virginia in the 1939 Litecrature = 12:7

Virginio Notes = 4:8 = 4:9

Visit to Cobb's Island, A = 6:1

Warreon County = 4:6 = 10:10

Water Birds on an Anclia County Lake = 4:3

Woodpecker Obscrvation, A = 8:6

Yellow=hoaded Blackbird at Pamplin, Virginia - 10:12
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