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WINTER BIRDS OF BLACKSBURG AND VICINITY
by 3
Charles 0, Handley, Jr.

The following is a 1list of the blrds seen within a radius of ten
miles of Blacksburg, Montgomery County, Virginia, during the months of
December and January. A Jlarge pert of the records were made on the
cempus of the Virginia Polytectnic Institute. Personal observatioprs
‘ecover the winters of 1935-36 and 1936-37 only.

1. Colymbus grisegena holboelli, Holboell's Grebe. One reeord,
January 26, 101% (omythl.

o .
-

Colymbus guritus, Horned Grebe. Three December records (Smyth).
T found dead December, 1935,

3. Anas platyrhyncos platyrhyncos, Mallard, A regular winter
VIsT+tor: recorded for December (Smyth).

4, Anas rubripes tristis, Common Black Duck. December 16, 1902,
Tloek of B; and Jenuary 17, 1903, 1 seen (Smyth).

5. Nyroca valisineria, Canvas-back. December 27, 1922, one male
Fecured (omyth). '

6. Nyroca affinis, Lesser Scaup Duck. A regular visitor in Janu-
gry; one Tlock of six (Smyth).

7. Glaucionetta clangula americana, Golden~eye. One record, Janu-
ary 11, 1924, three females (Smyth).

8. Charitonetta albeola, Buffle-head. Two records, December 6-9,
1936, 1 seen; January 5-8, 1837, 3 seen.

9, Erismatura jamaicensis rubida, Ruddy Duck. One record, Decem~
Ber Z, 1920 (Smyth).

1We are particularly glad to have this leading article from the

son of the President of the V.S.0, Charles Jr, is undoubtedly one of
our coming young ornithologists.--Ed.
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Cathartes aura septentrionalis, Turkey Vulture, Common
residernt.

Coragyps atratus atratus, Blasck Vulture. Fairly common
rescidernt.

Accipiter velox velox, Srarp-shinred Hawk. A few,

Accipiter cooperi, Cooper's Hawk. Of consistent occurrence,
Eltroupl not aburdant; at least 3 on college farm in 1936-37.,

Buteo borealis borealis, Red-tailed Hawk. Winter resident.
Common some winters.

Buteo lineatus lineatus, Red-shouldered Hawk. Resident,
Tolerably commor,

Anuila ckrysaetos canadersis, Golden Eagle. An irregular

wirniter wlgitor; nevoral Decembor renords, ore beirg an adult
male (Smyth)e.

Psllaeetus leucocepkalus leucocepralus, Bald Eagle., Rare,
tlres Decarber recards; ore adult [omyth).

Circus rmdsorius, Marsh Hawk. Common winter resident (Smyth).
I rnave seen a few.

Falco sparverius sparverius, Sparrow Hawk. Common resident;
apur.darnt in 10o5=-06.

Borasa umbellus umbellus, Ruffed Grouse, Resident on the
mour.cain ridges only; formerly resident in the valley also.

Colinus virginianus virginianus, Bob-white. Common residert .

Priaslanus colechicus torauatus, Ring-necked Pheasant. Estab-
llsned several years ago In the brush covered bottoms about
Blacksburg. A few have persisted on the college farm,

Melanistic mutant Pheasant. A4 few released on the college
farm 1In October, 1036.
Meleagris gallopavo silvestris, Wild turkey. Formerly a

reslident., Geveral specimens were taken by Dr. Smyth., Now
extinct.

Capella delicata, Wilson'a Snipe.

A few to common in open
marsiy areas,

Oxyechus vociferus vociferus, Killdeer. Resident,

a few spend
the winter.

Larus delawarensis, Ringebilled Gull. ne record each

=0
December and January (Smyth).
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38,

30,

40.

43,

44,

45,

Larus philadelphia, Bornaparte's Gull. One record, Jamuary 1,

1927 (Cmyth).

Zenaldura macroura carolinensis, Mourning Dove, Abundant
regident. :

Otue asio naevius, Fastern Screech Owl. Common resident.

Bubo virgiriarus virgirlanus, Great-horned Owl. Resident
(Smythn) .

Strix varia varia, Barred Owl. Resident; rare in valley. One
Seen on eampus December 22, 1936.

Cryptoglaux acadica acadica, Saw-whet Owl, One seen in
JEnnary, 1312 (omythj.

Megeceryle a
)

S Y TS

lecyon alcyon, Belted Kirgfisher, Resident; one

Y. almost Adarly durirng December arnd January 1936-37.
folaptes aurstus luteus, Northern Flicker, Resident, from one
to relf a dozen can be seen most any day.

Ceopr.loeus plleatus ableticola, Pileated Woodpecker. Resident,
rnot -commorni. A palr orn college farm.

Centurus carolirms, Red-bellled Woodpecker, Winter resident,
a Tew,

Melarnerpes erythrocephalus, Red-headed Woodpecker. None seen
ir. 1955-56; the commoriest of the Woodpeckers in 1936-37,

cphyrapicus varius varius, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Winter
resident, a few.

Dryobates villesus villosus, Hairy Woodpecker. Resident,
ratnsr common.

Dryobates pubescens medianus, Downy Woodpecker. Common residen’

Otocaris alpestris praticola, Prairie-horned Lark. Resident,
large rlocks In winter,

Cyanocitta cristata cristata, Blue Jay. Resident, abundant to
rare; only a few seen in l12c5=36,.

Corvus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos, Eastern Crow. Very
abundant®.,

Penthestes carolinensis carolinensis, Carolina Chickadee.

Resldent, an occasfonal group seen; not gulte so numerous
next two species,
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Baeolophus bicolor, Tufted Titmouse. Resident, common,

Sitts carolinensis carolinensis, White-breasted Nuthateh,
Fesrtdent, commor:,

Certhia famillaris americana, Brown Creeper. Winter resident,
rare.,.

Narrus hiemalis hiemalis, Eastern Winter Wren., December 24,
1935, < seen., December 22, 1936, 1 seen,

Trryomares bewicki bewicki, Bewick's Wren. One record,
Jaruary 22, 1905 (Omytr).

Trryothorus ludoviciarnus ludovicianus, Carolina Wren.
Kesicert, reare,

img polypglottos polyglottos, Mosckingblrd. Resident, rather
C OMImOYL

Turdus migratorius migratorius, Eastern Robin, Resident, a few.

Blalia sialis sialis, Eastern Bluebird., Resident, common to
rere.

fegulus satrapa satreps, Golden-crowned Kinglet. Winter
reslidernt, a Iew.

forthylio calendula calendula, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, One
reésord, Jaruary o0, 1902 (omyth)e.

Ar.thus spinoletta rubescens, American Pipit. Occasional
TI6cks TomytL).

Bombycilla cedrorum, Cedar Waxwing. Resident, occasional
wandering flocks,

Lanius ludovicianus migrans, Migrant Shrike. Reslident, two or
three may be seen In a ten-mile walk.,

Sturnus wvulgaris vulgaris, Starling. Abundant. First noted
on December 17, lgIVETgﬁﬁéh}.

Dendroica palmarum palmarum, Palm Warbler. Two records:
December 25, 1945, and December 15, 1936.

Passer domesticus domesticus, English Sparrow. Abundant resider

Sturnella magna magna, Meadowlark. Common resident.

Agelaius phoeniceus phoeniceus, Red-winged Blaekbird. One

record, December 1%, 1056, Migrawie begilm goming in about
canuary 20.
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Fuphagus caroclinus, Rusty Blackbird, Two seen on December 22,
1936.

Quiscalus auiscula guiscula, Purple Grackle. Two records:

December 29, 1004, and Jeruary 17, 1907 (SmytL).
Quiscalus cuiscula seneus, Bronzed Grackle., One record for
Jaruary =C (3myii).

Molotr.rus ater ater, Cowtird. Cormor. from about Jaruary 19 on.

Rictmondera cardinalilis cardinal
fairly common,

|4

s, Eastern rd Resident,

l_r.

farpodacus purpursus purpureus, Purple Firch, Occasinral
Tiot¥a.

spirus pirus pirus, Pine Siskir., Occesioral ir wirter. A
large flocx wes seen contiruously from Dscember 2€, 19C8, to
Msy 4, 1902.(5mysh).

Spirus tristis tristis, Fasterr. Goldfireh., Rovirg resident,
falirly commaon,

Loxia curvirostra pusilla, Red Crosabill., One record, a msle,
Jeriary 16 (omyth).

Loxia leucoptera, White-winged Crossbill. One receord, a flock
T about 1o seen on January 25, 1920 (Smyth).

3
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serculus sandwichensls savanna, Eastern 3avannsh Sparrow,

Wi
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Junco hyemalis hyemalil
winter,

s ]

. 3late~-colored Junco. Abmandant in

Spizella arborea arborea, Tree Sparrow. Abundant in winter,

Zonotrichia leucophrys leucophrys, White-crowned Sparrow,
3izable 110Ck@ In weedy swamps, many adults.

Zonotrichia albicoll'q, White-throated Srarrow. One record,
December 25, 1046, flock of 5,

Melospiza georgiana, 3wamp Sparrow, Tolerably common in
proper envircnment.

a melodia melodia, Eastern Song Sparrow. Jommon

s OO0 S o e
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WHISTLING SWAN IN WYTHE CCUNTY

Wrile kurtirg in the vicirity of Ivanhoe, Wytke county, on
Trerksgivirg day, Mr. W. R. Deflarmo, Graduate Student at the Virginia
Polyhteecrnic Irstitute, heard thre staory of a magrifiecent Swarn, suprosedly
the rare Trurpeter, kavirg stopped or the nearby mill pord of Mr. F, B,
Grocecloage furirg s Storm in 1018. The bird was caught ard wing-
clipped. A3 time went or. it bessme quite a pet, especially of the
cr.ildrer, of tre commurity, who ®ook muct dslight in devilling the great
bird to mske it stow off., At such times it welked about bobbirg 1its
head up and down, stardirg almost head %all ard calling lustily, but
srowirg ro fesr of srpane., Thoae the more bald wro approscned too
alonse were ofter eaugnt ard fingped severely, Tris wernt on until
firelly a rock -- of nourse Lhrdwr ir, fun, but revertiseless jus%t as
fatel -~ struck ard broke the rlight wirg close up to tre body. The
wirg realed in time but tre proad arnd Eruceful tird was rever able to
fly mpeir. '

Or. the assurarce trhat I e¢ould see the Swar, I accomparied Mr,
Defermo to Mr, Grosesclcse's place on tre afferraor of December 13.
Wren irfcrmed as to tre purpnse of our visit, Mr, Groseclose led us to
the btack of Fkis mill, and trere dowr. a2 sharp ireline and across the
ereck some trirhy feet away "Bill" greeted us. Respordirg at once to
Mr. Groseclosets call, "Come Arn Eill", the btird waded the shallow

ereeck ard came up the bark to us esallireg ard botbirg its head as if
4

resdy to fight to the finisk with any one or sgll of us.

Telltale yellow spots on eitrer side of the otkerwise jet blaek
bill were sufficiently clear at close range, for the bird allowed
l1tself to be taken up, were sufficient to iderntify it as a Whistling
Swan (Cygnus columbianus). Ir. 8o far as I am aware this is the first
record for the occurrence of the specises in western Virginis.

--=C. 0. Handley.

SARRES o7 5 0 ¢ PANES
A FEW RARE 0DCCURRENCES

Blacksburg -- June 28, 1236 -- Three American Egrets were seen at about
8:30 a,m, on the V,P.I, campus lake referred to by Dr. E. A. Smyth in
his list as the college ice pond, A few days later two Bgrets,
presumably members of this same group, were reported to me as having
been shot on the college farm near the 0ld Smithfield residence., BRoth
of these birds had been shot with a ,22 caliber rifle--one through the
wing and back and the other through the neck. They were le ft where they
fell, This, I believe constitutes a first record of occurrence in
Montgomery County of the speciles,

From July 24 to August 12, 1936, a Louisisne Heron, a first record
for the vieinity, was seen almost dally at the campus lake. In atriking
contrast to the Egrets noted above and several immature Little Elpe
Herons which freguented the lake, the colors of the Iouisiana Heron

blendpd g0 well with its surroundings that the bird was often difficult
to make out,
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eptember 18, 1836, $:3C a.mi -~ While out with my ornithology
aless we stopped near tre inlet of the upper college lake and "squeakedV.
Almost at orce =a Puﬁladelpnla Vireo, a new bird for my life list,
sppasred in a large willow tree some 30 feet away. On squeakirg again
“re %1rd flew over to a smsll willow tree and sat trere in plain view
witkin six or eight feet c¢f the group., Tre yellowish underparts of tle
bird were v.oted by *Le wrole group, Affer wefering us for fully half
g mirute tre biré flew back to the redgerow tere ath the large willow,
wrerse 1t wes joined by snother J“rno €f the seme species. My son,
;] ies, Jr., observed one Prilsdelpkia Vireqo at trne same spot on
nerterber ard tnokher or. October 1. Tawrerce Givers reror ed raving
teer, ore st tre Qusrry Pord (campus) on Dertember 21,

23
3%

1
3

Setober 1, 1936 -~ Durlrg the late afterroor. 7 stopped by the
ltrper of ©he trree fsmpus lakes to see a Terr,, presamabtly the Common.
elle awsitirg far the Tern to alipht on stme nearby roers alorg the
“Qru; slde &f %re lekw, srothrer lorg-wirg ed bird with a plairtive
wrigtler” ceil msce 1%s hppesrsrce, After sirsling over the lake nynd
Lgaruy eprinaltiral bSzparimsrhal praour.ds severs] times, ftre bird, which
proved *q be a Nnldar. Plover, all yL+eﬂ ir, & &mell plot of “qnjy plarted
wnest, witnir. 680 fes% A us -- Tnarles, Jr. txd Prof, M. 3. Kipps were
wlth me afl tre time. The gaqlder. apots or. thhe back af the bird were
resdlly seen 1r pood light witr the aid of boki 6X and 8X binoculars,

fter sterdirg motlonless for several mirutes tre warderer took flight.
Tre Plairtive #s.l eomirg beeck to us as the bird disappeared to the west
without further sdo left us tirglirg with that exuberance of feeling
whicr comes to & bird student only »n rare oscasions--red letter days,

Trhis, I believe, is a new record For tris gpeecies irn tlre irterior of
£
Cte Btate

November 20, 1938«-An immature Herring Gull was killed by a farmer
near Blacksburge. In Learing of the bird, 1t was secured by J. C. Aakes,
ane of my graduate students, and a study skin was made for the V.P.I.
cnllection, A first record of occurrence in Morntgomery County.

Mountain Lake, Giles County, October 30, 1336, about 11 a.m,
While driving alons the Mountain Leke-Kire road, about a half mile
ssuth of the paint wkere the road crosses Little Stony Creek, an
Eastern Ground Dove flushed from along the roadside, flew a shert
dlstance sand alirnted in a bare spet where a pile »f brush had been
burned rescently, Having seen the hird »n a number of sceasiens in
Plerida, I recognized it as a Ground Dove the instant it was first seen.
However, an execallent oppirtunity was had for ebaervation with
bLMO"Llars at cleose regge. The rufeus coloring of the primaries wes.
plailnly visible in flight, While I have been on the lookout far the
Ground Dove ever 3ince my return to Virginia in 1229, Salt Pond Mountairn
at an elevation of approximately 3,649 above sea level, is just about
the last place I wouli have expected to find this species, A atrong
wind which whipred the tree topa a% the time was probably respors ible
for bird having been blown inland off 1ts course. I was accompanied by

Mr, John B. Laing of Iewisburg, West Virginia, at the time the
observation was made, --=-G. 0. Handley.
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WINTER @RSERVATIONS AT MOUNTAIN LAYE, VA.

Turire the Crristmas season severa¢ of my former studernts and
myself spert ten days, Pec. 24 to Jen. £, st the M5, Lake Biologiecal
Station, Biles Cc., Va. The first two days were warm and slear, caus*ng
&ll the srow to melt. This was followed Ry & week of reavy fog and fre-
ouert meirss Wre meyimar tewperature rengirng from 46° +o §39F, Our
atgarvations were made at ar. elevatior. between 107 ard 4000 feet. The
Crristmas fersis oceurs elssewhere ip this issue., The followirg blrds
were 8een ir trls ter-day period: Ruffed firouse, Pileated Woodpecker,
Yeiry Woofpecker, Lowry Woodpeszer, Blue Juy, Raver, Terolina Chickadee,
Tufted Titmouse, Write-breasted Nutnater, Browr. Creeper, Roblir, Golden-
srqur.ed Kirgleh, Sterlirg, Oerdinal, fqldfirern, Zarolina Jureo, Tree
Sperrow, Sore Srarrow,

All exznept %te Yirglets mrd Tree Sparrows were Sser. ahove 3800 feet.
ferallire Juneog were ahurdert; Titmies, Write-bressted Nuthatehnes and
Riue Jays were Palrly vomno“, tre otrer Spseles were jess commor, ard seen
gq Atlita.q a’V$ﬁJa7$ ar 1y, proupy of two. A Plock cf about 15 Fabins
wes seern oY, D9 « Z1le Two Jureng were jdertified zg tre 8laste-cnlored,
ore af wkriek was tsker erd the sklr will be sent o Dr, fOharhnlser for &
more eorplete idertifisetior.--D, Ralph: Hoghetter,

= s aneSOU00L o nes
NCTES FROM NARUNA

r. Bere., 13, while visiting rear Hat freek, I 3aw a Great Horned
Owl so me bOys rad in captivity, Tre Swl was caught disturbing peultry.
T Dec. 28 a flock of 27 Plpits was seer. while srossing a field, also
¢ne Mourning Dove, the enly arie I hed seen since early fall. A Yellow=-
bellTed Bapsucxer, Pine Wsrbler and Phoebe were seen on the same day,
Small T.10CKs of Hobina, averaging from 56 to 75 individusls have been
seer goingz northeast since Pec. 18, On Dee. 28 three flocks were noted.
A Wild Turkey hag teen f2een near our house on several nccasions. The
farm where I am spending the winter lies along Falling River, four miles

eagt of Naruna. The bluffs nere are full of partridge berries for the

turkeys to feed on.--Rertha Daniel,.

S e n OO0 e s
NOTES FROM BEAVER POND, AMELIA COUNTY

While at Beaver Pond on January 16, 1937, a Brown Thragher was
Seen at elose range in the thickety growth of buttone.bush, swamp wild
rose, alder snd smilax that grows at the water'!s edge in many places.
He was multe lively and active, appearing in fine condit ien, As far as

I know this is the first winter record for Amelia County. I

. . 1 hepe to
Keep wateh of this bird through the winter. I have winter records of the

Brown Thrasher in Brumawick county for Noyember 26, 1934, and February 1,
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thiokst was large and dense ke may have besn overlooked., On the bdther
hand, the records may simply mean a late atay in the fall and an early
arrival ir spring.

Ped-tresded Wondpeckers, Purple Firches and Myrtle Warblers have
teer urususlly numereus abeut Amelia *this winter, More Brown Creepers
than 11812l have 2lso been seer, On the other hand, Killdeers seem te
rave lwft the country altepetrer., None have teen seen or repa ted
By ethriar observers sirnce sarly December,

FPor more tren a mentr, a male Yellow=bellled Ssapsueiker ras had a
Series of sasp wells in a maple rear our fesdirg station., Recently he
te3 vislted the suet rsoks ragularly te eat freely ef the suat, I hed
revay befere seen this done by a merker ef tre spacles,

Inatrer regulsr visiter at beth the suet ranks ard the feed trey
¥ 2 Pung Ped-lesfed Wmodpecxer, He was first seen sarly in November,
wren nls lesd and reck were &1ll mlank, In tre last two weeks this
selor res gradn&liy rranpaed untll now there is a wrigrkt red hard g talf
irern wide hround the lower nenk, tte lower pert of tlie tres that will
be red. The upper peck tré reed also shtow Avrgidershle red, Dr,
Tromed S. kqbertes, oflirnespts, wrltes hrat this charge ir. halor in the
Javerile Red-resd 18 due teo & slow, gredual malt &nd not ho hre wearing
487 o’ tre nuter erds of she Pestrers te ®2xppae a dlifferert Aolor
btelow, 4s witk Some &4tnar tirfs,

4r, Denerber 13, 1636, Mrs, Sraw (af Riecrmavrd), Missg Susppsrel and
I vislten Reawer Pnré &rd ssw two Farried firebes srd wwo Hoared
Mergsr.sers, Poth birds are new %o the Amelis Baunty list,

~==Jokn B, Iewis.

RN & 1.0, ¢ RS

DATES FCR THE ANNUAL MEETING

The dates fer the Arnpual Meeting, tentatively set feor Bebruary,
have besn changed Wy the Executive Committee to April 23 and 24,  The
meeting will be held in Ridsmand, The feature of the meeting, as usual,
wlll te the field trip. This year the plan is for a half day field

Surle's Neeck, giving participants time te get home the same

reut any €iffieulty, The chief reasnn for the chamge in date
1s £o provide oppertunity far a Aifferent kind of field trip from the
winter trips reretnfere taken. What we lose In the chance to see
fowl will be made up in the charnce to ebserve migrants, At
that date %thers should be much ef irt eresat at Curle's Neck, All V.3.0.

merbers shoulé begin now to make plans to be at the meetirg and tn g»
on the field trip.

Headquarters for the meetings will be at the Jefferson Hotel,
where all sessions axd the arnual dinner will be held,

Further detaila regarding the meetings will be announced later,
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THE CHRISTMAS CENSUS IN VIRGINIM

.

Amella, Va, Dec. 22, 7:30 A.M. to 12:20 P.M; 1:3C P.M. to 4:45 P.M.
Tiear, little wind, no snow, temp. at start 22, at return 37. A.M.:
Arelia vilisge down Amelia branch, aeross 5o ard along Nibb's Creek
srd returr.., P.M.: by sutomobile to Winterkam, through pastures and
meadows %0 ard alorg Bark House Brach ard return. About 8 miles on
foot, 7 miles by automobile. Observer alone.

Turkey Vulture

10; Bleek Vulture, 8; Beb White, 8; Mourning

r ’ 5
Dove, Z4; Flicker, 2; Pi“@a+ﬂd NOOdeO[er, 2; Red-bell cﬁ ‘Noodpecker,
23 Red-reafeqd Tooﬂp sltar, 12; Yellow=belliied Bapsucker, 1; Halry
Woodpscker, &; Downy Woodpenker, 8; Blue Jay, 12; Crow, 10; Chickadee,
182+ PufEed Titmouse, 5 Wiite froaq+ad Nutkateh, 4; Browr. Creeper, 2;
Winter Wrer, 2; Carolirs qun, 4; Mocklrgbird, 5; Robin, 1l; Hermi
Tevush, 53 EBluebled, 103 arlﬁrf, 193 Myr., Warbler, 2; House
Sparrow, (est.), 49; MeadowLark, 1; Gerdirsl, 10; Purple Finecl, 4;
Goldfirchn, 13; Towkee, 13 Jurco, {(partly est,) 60; Field 3parrow, 8;
ﬂki‘e-*rrﬁaﬁed 5p ernw, 363 Song Sparrow; 10. Number of species, 35}
rumber of indlividuals, 363,

Ariotrier census was hekern Dec, 24, resulting in 31 species only
but ireluding %ne fnllowirg thet were rot fourd the 28rd: Red-should-
ered Hawk, l; FKllldeer, 13 ILogperhesd 3Jhrike, 1,

T

¥ urmusuval number of EKed-Leacded Woodpeckers is noteworthy. On
Dec. 9%r ar unusual concerntrstion of Red~hLeaded Woodpeckers was observed
in the wooded lowgrounds along Flat Creek irn this ecounty, when 15 were

sctunlly counted, and it was estimated that between 28 and 30 were
present.

As usual, s number of speeies that are always with us in winter
were nct seen the day the census was taken.

a dgewood Farm, Collegelake). Dec. 23;
TS0 Al o 12120 Py 2 0 4:45 P.M. C(lear; traces of qleot on

.
north elopes: wind, SW., 1ight: temp, 28° at start, 39° at 12:30 P.M.

3ix miles on foot, 25 bv car, Tirkey Vilture, 113 Cooper'h Haﬁk, it
Sparrow Hawk, 2; Bob-white, 1; }i ldeer, 5; Pileated Woodpecle r, 1;
Red~bellied Woodpeoeker, 1; Red~headed Woodpecker, 18; Yellow-bellie
3apsue mer, 1; Halry Woodpecker, 1l; Downy WoodpecKer, 6: Blue Jay, 1
Crow, 100% 8k

ot =

a
l

lckades, 21; Tufted T,tmOUEe, 9; White-breasted Nuthatch,
6; Brown Creeper, 2; Winter Wren, 1; Cerolina Wren, T; Mockingbird, C;
Robin, 40; Hermit Thrush, 3; Bluebird, 30; .Golden-crowned ¥inglet, 4;
Sterling, 12; English Sparrcw, 13; Meadowlark, 2; Cardinal, 18; Purple
ri ieh, 14; Goldrinch, 24; Towhee, 1; Junco, 106; Tree Sparrow, 1;
Field Sparrow, 19; White-throated Sparrow, 16; Swamp Sparrow, 1; Song
Sparrow, 22. Total, 37 species, 534 individuals.

-=~=Ruskin S. Frecr,
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Lynchburs, Va. (Tomahawk Swamp, Timber ILexe, Edgewood Farm, College
Take . Dec. 263 7330 A.M. to 12:30 P.M., 2:3C to 5:00 P.M. Partly
cloudy; tracec of sleet or. north slopes; wind 3.W., light; temp. 34°

at start, A00 a%t 12:30 P.M. Nine miles on foot, 24 by car. Observers
togetrer, Grest Blue Heron, 1; Turkey Vulture, 10; Bob-white, 16 (two
coveys); ¥illdeer, 19; Mournirg Dove, 11; Belted Kirgfismer, 1; Flicker,
%: Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2; Red-readed Woodpecker, 1l4; Fellow-belliied
mepsucker, 1; Hauiry Woodpecker, 3:; Dowry Woodpezker, 6; Prairie Horned
Tark, 1€; Blue Jay, 26; Orow, 24; Chickadee, 14; Tufted Titmouse, 10;
Weite=brecshed Matratch, 8; Winter Wrer, 1; Carolina Wrer, 8; Mocking-
bird, 4; Robin, 6C (flock, est,); Hermit Thrush, 2; Bluebird, 22;
Starlivrg, 392; Zrglist Sparrow, 24; Meadowlark, 4; Cardirsl, 11; Purple
Pinekr, 18; Pine Biskxir, 16; Goldfirck, 41; Towhee, 1; Jurco, 62; Tree

5
Sparrow, 10; Cripping Sparrow, 1; Field Sparrow, 50; Write~trroated

g Sy
Speryovi, &; Owamp Spesrrow, l; OSong Sparrow, 7. Total, 39 species,
Or.ippine Sparrow seen at elose range lv three stances,

o D we {

547 irdividusls,
pood light, &x glasses, by both ¢f usg,
--=leorard Y. Beyer ard
Ruskir. 3. Freer,

geer, 12§26, rot seer 12/23 Seer. 12/23, rot seen 12/26

Shippirg 3parrow Sperrow Hawk
Pine 3iskin Conper's Hawk

Fliaker Folden-erowred Kirglet
Mourning Dove Browr. Creeper

Horned Iark Pileated Woodpecker
Greet Blue Heron

Kingfisher

Total of 44 specles on the two days.

Naruna, Va, De¢. 26, 7:30 to 11:00 A.M. Temp, 30° at beginning, 60°
at [1:00. Birds seen along brook and around my home. Clear, wind from
south.

Turkey Vulture, 3; CJooper's Hawk, 1; Flicker, 1; Prairie Horned
lark, 23 Crow, 18; Carolina Chickadee, 3; Tufted Titmouse, l: Rrown
Creeper, 1; Carolina Wren, 4; Mockingbird, 1; Robin, 50, Bluebird, 7;
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2

2; English 3parrow, 2; Cardinal, 1; Goldfinch,
4; 8late-colored Junco, 25; Field 3parrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 19.
19 species, 138 individuals. ---Bertha Daniel,

Mt. Solon, Va. (North River section of George Washington Nationaé
FoTesT, Kugusta County), December 27, 1936; starting at 8 a.m., an
ending at 3 p.m,--a distance of 11 miles cn foot gnd 6 miles by car.
Temperature 42° at atart, €1? at finish; wind 2 miles north aE 8 a.m,.,

& miles north at 3 p.m. Weather cloudy. Northern exposure Ol moyntaines
covered with 3 inches of snow; southern exposure bare except in the

deep narrow ravines where snow varied in depth from 1 to & inches,

L L®
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Topogrephy of ares covered vsried irn slevs<tion from 2100 feet to 2800
feet, of which seven milss was slorg smsll trsricties ir. deep narrow
ravires, gradually broaderirg toward +re lower elevation, and 4 miles
was slong %he river-btottem lend. The btirds seemed to be more
sbhurdsr.t alorg tre melted borders of srow ir. the lower elevation
wrere ratural wird tresks wers present. All crows obhserved were sSeen
foedirpg wrere a group of 020 msern rad had luncl seversl days bhefore,
Sreclies seern: Jureo, 46; Faver, 13 Orow, 73 Blue Jay, 2; Plleated
Yicodpesker, 2; Halry Woodpecker, 2; Dqwrny Woodpeexsr, 1; frickadee,
£28; Write-treasted Nuthatel, 2; Kuffed Grouse, 4; Wild Turkey, 2.
Total, 11 speries; 97 irdividuals, «~-=W. W. Bailey.

'Iarirgtar., Va. Ahserce from *%re State durirg Crristmes week made
tre tukirg of s census at Texilrpton impoaslhie, A cersus taken at
Fad Sprirge, lr. ssstern Nortr Sarolire, was orly sligutly better, to
my surprise, in rumber of speciss, arnd wno better iy rumber of
lrdividuels trer a rormal Terxlrghor cersus, The %otels were:
apetles, 2a7; irdivi€@asls, 1240, c==Je Ju M)

hosr.oke, Va, Dec. 20, Weather, rsinirng; temp. 40°; 20 miles inmn
Euromor.le, 3 miles or. foot., Pied-bilied firebe, 2; Redhead Duck, 2
‘male and femsl ); Turkey Val%tare, 4; Blaek Val ture, 18; Cooper Hawk,
l; Blue Jay, &; Wrnite-btreststed Nuthaten, 1l; Carolina Wren, 2; Mocking-
bird, 2; 3tarlirg, ecommor.; Cardiral, &; Slate-zolored Jurnco, 5!
Eastern Tree 3parrow, 5; Write-srowred 3parrow, 11, BRirds are
unusually scaree trls yesar evern at the traps &nd feeding stations. I
suppose the mild wesather has something %9 do with it,

"--'At 3- EI‘_gliﬂh.

Rlacksburg, Va., [V.P.I. CJampua and down StroublesCBreck four miles
covering half a mile on toth sidea of creek)., Deec., 22; 7 A.M. toO

Eris y
5:50 P.M« Clear; £ in. crusted snow and sleet; wind west until noon,

atrong; terp. 26° at start, 28° at return. About ten miles on foot and
ten miles by automobile., Obsservers together most of the time, Turkey
VuXl ure, 28; Cooper's Hawk, 2; Red-talled Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 2;

Ruffed Grouse, 1; Bob-white, 53; Ring-necked Pheasant, 1; Killdeer, 3;
Wilson's 3nipe, 8; Mourning Dove 82; Barred Owl, 1; Kingfisher, 1;

»
Flicker, 6; Pileated Woodpecker, %; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 5; Red-

headed Woodpecker, 25; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker,
a.

53 Downy Woodpecker, ©% Prairie-horned Iark, 118£; Blue Jay R6;

“row, 700¢; Chickadee, 23; Tufted Titmouse, 76; White-breasted Nut-
hateh, 32; Brown Creeper, £; Wizt er Wron, 1; Mockingbird, 6; Bluebird,
27; Golden-crowned Xinglet, 5; Migrant Shrike, 2; Starlim , 1800/;

English Sparrow, 574; Meaddwlark, 12; Rusty Rlackbird, 2; Cardinal, 22:
Slate-colored Junco, 42; Tree S3parrow, 1387; White-crowned Sparrow, 27;
White-throated Sparrow, 5; 3Swamp Sparrow, 3; 3ong Sparrow, 18

Lot .
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MIGRATION TIME
by
Ralph M. Brown
Blacksburg, Virginia

The bird lover gets much pleasure out of his hobby at every season
of the year, but it is In spring, in migration time, when the migrants
£f1y up from South and Central America and the Gulf States, that he knows
his greatest joys. He has the records of when the different species have
first appeared in the sprirg, for from one to sometimes 50 years. Here
in Blacksburg we rnave such records for 47 yesrs--Dr, Ellison A, Smythe, Jr,
25 years; Ralph M. Browr, 10 years; C. O. Handley and Ralph M., Brown, twc
years. From these records, the bird man knows when to expect certain bird:
for the first time in the year, Of course, the birds sometimes appear
earlier or later than usual, but the first Robins, Catbirds, Brown Thrasl:-
ers, Indigo Buntirgs, Scarlet Tanagers and Baltimore Orioles, to mention

only a few of the birds, will arrive on approximately the same date year
after year.

The first migrating breeding bird that we see around Blacksburg is
the Robin. He usually turns up, in flocks of males, in the last week of
February. Large flocks of Robins are to be seen in our sheltered moun-
tain ravines all through the winter, and occasionally we will spy a Robin
in town, but these birds come from farther north and are not our breeding
Robins. Then along comes the Purple Grackle, commonly known as the '"blac
bird", which he is not. He is a handsome bird, with his glossy purple-
black plumage, and a nolsy one as well. Right on the grackle's heels fli
a real blackbird, the Red-winged Blackbird, who likes to build his nest
alonzg swampy streams., His red epaulettes show up splendidly on his blac!
shoulders, Mrs., Red-winged Blackbird dresses in sober brown. These thre
birds, the Robin, the Purple Grackle and the Red-winged Blackbird, come t
us before winter goes, in the latter part of February.

March has seven first-comers on its list, The Kingfisher first,
that azure-plumaged haunter of our streams. Who has not heard him rattli
out his call as he flies up or down our crecks and rivers? I have seen
Kingfishers in Montgomery County every month of the year, which proves
that some of these birds stay with us all year long. The friendly 1littl:
chestnut-crowned Chipping Sparrow favors March 11 as his debut date, smal
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flocks of these sparrows being seen in the open country on or near that
day. The Phoebe, lively little bridge- and strcam-loving Phoebe--next
appears, One of the flycatchers he is, and he certainly works havoe on
the flying insects. The Field Sparrow beats out the Vesper Sparrow, the
one coming orn March 13, the other on March 17. The first of the wrens,
Bewick's Wrem, starts scolding, chipping and occasionally singing, on
March 17, And the last of the Marchesppearing birds, the Least Flycatcher

commonly called the "Chebec" from his vigorous song, makes his presence
known on March 19,

April has a long list of birds--herc they are in order=--Green Heron,
Barn Swallow, Towhee, Louisiana Water-thrush, Brown Thrasher, Black and
Write Warbler, Spotted Sandpiper, Whip-poor-will(I know only one place
riear Blacksburg where I hear this bird, at Coal Bank Hollow), Yellow-
throated Vireo, Blue-gray Grnatcatcher, Chimnoy Swift(that bird you hear
chittering in the sky), Red-cyed Vireo, Hummingbird, Kingbird(he will
fight hawks, crows and eagles), Baltimore Oriole, Warbling Vireo, Crested
Flycatchor{a pair nested in the contral part of the campus for the past
seven yearcs), Bobolink(usually stays in our alfalfa fields for a weeck or
30), the Wood Trrush(have You hoard his flute-sweet morning and cvening
concerte?), Nighthawk or "bull-bat"(a wonderful flyer), Orchard Oriole
{browr. wr.ere the Baltimore Oriole is orange}, the Indigo Bunting(he sings
like a Goldfinch), the Gverbird(Lis nest, on the ground, rescmbles an
over.), the Catbird, the Hooded Warblor, the Scarlet Tanager(a joy to the
eye in hils scarlet and black), the Yellow-breasted Chat(a bird which can
make more fqueer sounds and perform more comical antics than any other
bird), the Redstart(singirg his lively song and flashing the vivid red o:
his fan-shaped tail), the Pewecec(mournful in sorng but cheerful in action=--
did you krow that pewees usually build a trial nest, gbandon it, then a -
week or two later Dulld their final nest?), and the Yellow-bellied Flye=
eatchor, Isn't this a long list for one month? Thirty-four birds come ¢
us in April--the majority of the breeding birds.

Note how May drops off in numbors: the Black~billed and Yellow-
billed Cuckoos, the Brasd-winged Hawk, the Cliff Swallow(who builds in
barns where ho can't find a cliff), the Maryland Yellowthroat and the
Acadian Flycatchers Only six birds in May. Of these migrants, we have
thirty-two nesting on the college campus,

I shall take you in imagination out on one of my migration bird
hunts., We shall have to get up early for most of the birds stop moving
around and eating after seven o'clock, Our alarm goes off at five o'clc
and up we jump, turn off the alarm, wash our faccs and hands, swallow a
glass of milk and a few crackers and start out, heading for a favorite
warbler haunt, a hillside facing the East, and thickly grown with dogwo:
and young maples and oaks, We do not see any unusual birds until we get
into the road %at runs alongside the golf course toward Trillium Vale.
It is May 9, in the height of the migration. What is that bird singing
in the sky? We look and look and finally catch sight of a small bird
soaring up into the air singing like a chime of jangled silver bells.

It is a Prairie Horned Lark, fow of which greet the eye of a bird lover
around here in migration, The Prairie Larks are not supposed to nest 1
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Montgomery County, yet I have secn & pair of them in early June. They
must have been nesting. As we approach the head of Trillium Vale we begir
to hear a rogular bird chorus, and listening intently we pick out sevoral
of the singers by their songs. Scarlet Tanager, a rollicking, carolling
song. Towhee, with his non-towhoe songe. A Black and White Warbler,
slowly "chip=-chip=-chipping" as he works up the branch of a tree. A lazy,
drawlinrg song, the Black-throated Green Warbler, A shrill, swecet, vigor-
ous melody, a Hooded Warbler, yecllow-broasted and throated, with a black
hood on his head and reck. Now the Ovenbird: "Sstal Sstal Sstal Sstal”,
as fast as he can utter it., We are on the wood road along the west crest
of Trillium Vale. We hear and sce throc more Scarlet Tanagers, beautiful
scarlet birds, with black wingsi One is singing just above our heads.
His green-feathored mato is with hime. No moro new birds until we come tO

the sunny hillside facing the East, tho ono for which, I told you, we wer
headir.g.

As we come out oxr the hillside thc air scems to be full of song.
In quick successiorn we ldentify the Cairn's, Blackburnian(the most becauti
1l of all the warblers, orarge-breasted and throated, with black and whit
wirgs and back), Cape May, Chestnut-sided, Blackpoll, Parula(sings like
a swect-tonsd little clock being wound upS, Myrtle, Yellow and Maguolia
Warblers, Thirtcen warblersi, Scldom is a bird-lover blessed with such
a sceirg of warblers, If he spies four or five he is lucky. We stay on
the riliside Por ar hour or so, hoping to sce more warblers, but we do nc.
so we start back home, krowirg that ir a little while the warblers will
stop singirg and eating ard will go back inta the trees and shrubs. We
Have our warbler harvest, a marvellous one, for this morming. We rogracc
our steps over the waod road and sre almost througl. the wood, when in a
tree right ahead we thrill to the sight of three palrs of Rose~breasted
Grosbeaks(white-breasted, rose-throated) in a tree, with four Scarlet
Tanagers. Two of tho most beautiful of all birds, ten individuals, in
one trece, We joy and joy in them. This is the first time in 45 yoars
that six Rosc=breasted Grosbeaks Lave teen secn together in Montgomery
County. We pass out of the wood, the VWisod Thrushes, Scarlet Tanagers,

Towheces, Mockingbirds, Robins and warblors singing us farewoll., Hasn't
this becn a glorious morning?

e )(This paper was given by Ralph M. Brown as one of his radio talks.
w0000 waww

THE ANNUAL MEETING

The Severnth. Annual Meeting of the Virginia Society of Ornithology
will be held in Richmord, Virginia, Friday and Saturday, April 23 and 2‘
The Jefferson Hotel will be the headquarters and all meetings will be
held there, There will be two program sessions on Friday, at 2:00 and
8:00 P. M., with the arrual dinner in between., The Field Trip, to whiclL
only the morning on Saturday will be given this year, will cover the
Curle's Neck region alorg the James River, where we had such an interes’
ing trip during the former Rickmond meeting. Migrants should then be
moving in full force through that part of the State. The starting time

L
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for the Field Trip willl be announced at the Friday evening session. Mrs,
Jurgens, Mrs., F. W. Shaw and Miss Sara Sriook have graciously invited

the members going on the Field Trip to be their guests at a picnigc field
lunch at the close of the trip.

Reservations for rooms at the Jeffersorn Hotel may be made in
advance, The Hotel offers the following rates: Rooms without bath,
single, $2.00 and $2.50; double, $3.00 and $3:50; rooms with bath, single,
$2.50 up; double, $4.50 upe The Jefferson is out of the congested dis-
trict, and it will not be difficult to find convenient parking space.

It is hoped that many of the members of the VSO will prepare
papers for this meeting., Those who expect to present papers should send
the titles, with an estimate of the time rneeded for presentation, to Dr,.
Je Je Murray, Lexingtor, Virgiria, as soon as possible, If the author

carrot be present, the paper may be sent to Dr., Murray so that it may be
read by someone else,

A NWEW STATE SOCIETY

Kortl Cerolire rnow has a State ornithological societys The new
group, wrich will be krowr. as The North Carolira Bird Club, was prganized
at Ralelgr, N.C,, or Mareh 6th, The writer had the Privilege of being
the guest speaker at the orgarnizabion meeting, spegking at the morning
meetirg or "The Work of tre Virgiria Coclehty of Ornithology", and at the
luncheorn. or. the fheme, "Wild Wirgs". The meeting was an enthusiastic one,
bird studerts comirg from all parts of the State and over sixty people
sittirg down. to the lunchreon, Mr, C. S. Brimley, veteran North Carolina
naturalist and co-author of "The Birds of North Carolina'l was elected
President, Trree Vice-Presidents were clrosen: Miss Ethel Finster (Ashe-
ville), Rev. Francls H, Craighill (Rocky Mount), and Mrs, Nellie F. Sand
ford (Southerr Pires), Rev, Jokn H. Grey, who received his training in
the VSC and wko was very active in the starting of the new organization,
was made Secretary~Treasurer and Editor of the Club's projected bulletin
The Chat. In form The Chat will be very much like THE RAVEN, Prospects
are good for a strorg and active State organization. The VSO extends
greetings and good wishes to the new Club.==J. J. Murray.

wowaaD0000=w" o
SWEET BRIAR, A NATURE SANCTUARY

On Founders' Day, October 30, 1936, announcement was made of a
gift from Mr, and Mrs. J. C. Carry of Chicago by the terms of which
Sweet Briar College grounds are to be developed as a Nature Sanctuary.
The aim is to preserve a section of the best primeval woods to remain
without subsequent change by man and to foster the preservation and
increase of wildlife, both plant ard animal, Miss Margaret Carry of the
Class of '35 who is planming and supervising the Sanctuary is starting :
wild flower garder.,, providing additional food and nesting sites for bir:
and making preparations for bird banding. It 1ls oxpected that the Sanc-
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tuary will furnish increased opportunity for observation and study of wild

life by Sweet Briar students and by individuals or groups not associated
with the College.--Florence Haguc,

waeem00000== ===
NEW PAGINATION FOR THE RAVEN

Readers are requested to note that with Volume VIII, 1937, page
numbers will run continuously through successive issues of each volume,

----- 00000 nnsn
THE STORY OF CONSERVATICN IN AMERICA

Dr., T, Gilbert Pearson has just published his autobilography
("Adver.tures in Bird Protection", D, Appleton-Century Company, New York,
1937, xiv, 459 pages, price $3,50), This book is an event of first mag-
ritude ir. Americar. orrithalogical literature., Those who love birds and
those who have ary zeal for thelr protection will be delighted with it,

As the stary of arn adveriturous 1life it is fascinating. Boyhood
days in Florilds, struggling against mary hardicaps to learn about birds;
carly manhood, teachirng 1r. North Carolina at the Quaker Guilford College
and at the State Normal and Irdustrial College (now the woman's branch of
the University); ploreer efforts at bird protection, organizing the Norti
Carolina Audubor. Soclety ard fighting lrn that and other southern states
for laws for bird protection; small but important beginnings in the Natic
2l Association of Audubor. Societles, battling for nation-wide bird pro-
tection; days of sucecess, when the Association grew strong, when the
Migratory Bird Treaty with Canada laid a firm foundation for*bird protec-
tion, and when sanctuaries woroe founded for vanishing species; and,
finally, trips to Europe and to other Amorican countries, building the
international bird worke-~th: whole story 1s hore, fully and attractively
told, with feeling and humor,

The book is not only the story of an interesting and forceful
personality but the history of the Audubon movement in Amorica. Dr.
Pearson was one of the founders of tho National Association, its sccond
President and its active hoad for twenty-five ycars, and is now its
President-Emoritus. No one e¢lse could have written this story., It is,
in fact, the only complete history of consorvation in America yet pub-
lished, It will have permanent value as a source book for that history
and as a guide in the prineciples of protective legislation. Dr, Pearson'’
book can be commended with cnthuasiasm,

Je Jeo Murray.
e m=00000 mmm =

The price of "Florida Bird Life" by A. H. Howell, published in
1932, has boen reduced from $6 to $3 postpaid, The book contains 579
pages and 37 color plates from original paintings by F. L. Jagues,
Copies may be obtaired from the National Association of Audubon Societioe
1775 Broadway, New York City, or the Commission of Game and Fresh Water
Fish, Tallahassee, Florida.-~The Survey, January, 1937.



o - g e SN B S S T med e e M e W B PR W W SN A S S e s e g

Page 19 THE RAVEN February-March, 1937

e e e M S e s A e e A e

b e e b e S S e e e S R e S R e e A e mm e = S s

- -

SAW-WHET OWL IN ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY

On February 22, 1937, while in company with another Washington &
Lee student, I saw a Common Saw-whet Owl (Cryptoglaux acadica acadica)
in tho Wood's Crock Glen on the Washington & Lec University campus. 1t
was lato in the aftornoon whon tho bird was first scen, and we did not
got a very good view, cexcept that we rcalized that the bird was too small
for a Sercoch Owl, Going back later with a flashlight we observed tho
owl at closo range., The very small sizo, the absonco of car-tufts, the
streaks along the hoad and the heavy strcaks below were all noted. We
did rnot think to look for white spots on the back and did not note thoem.
We madc our notes soparstoly and found that thoy agreed; then looked at
a colored picture of the bird; and thon saw the bird again. Three days
lator, on February 25, I surprised the owl whore it was sitting in the
oponing of a drain at the Chemical Laboratory and drinking wator.

Southgate Hoyt, Lexington, Virginia.

THE BANDING OF HAWKS AND OWLS

A request for cooporators in a hawk and owl banding projoct has
come to us from Mr., Richard H, Pough of tho National Association of Audu-
bor. Societies. He writes: "The ordinary blrd bander practically nevor
has an opporturity to bard hawks...If hawks and owls arc to be banded in
significarnt numbers, 1t must be donc by hundreds of field obscrvers, cach
of whom krows the locatiorn of a fow nests and will got somcone with troe
climbors to go up arnd bard tho restlirgs. Handicapped as it is by lack
of funds, the bird-bandirg division of the Bilological Survey cannot
possibly issuc rogular barding pormits to tho number of people who might
be in a positiorn to assist with this wvaluable work. To overcome this adf:
feulty, I have beon issued a pormit and bands for all sizes of hawks.
Won't you urge your readers to scnd to me for any quantity from one up,
that they can place on birds this spring, specifying specics so that I.
can sond corrcct sizes. A card will go with cach band and will bo
roturned to me whon tho band is placod on a bird, and I will clcar all
rocords, both with the Survey and the bander, when a roturn is reccorded.
Brooding grounds, wintering grounds, spring and fall migration, longth
of 1lifo, avorage ycarly mortality--all thoese quostions arc awaiting more
hawk bandirng to furnish tho answers...This will be a good test of tho
willingnoss of thc amatour bird man to make the ecffort necessary to help
advance a branch of ornithological krnowlcdge through cooperative offort.,'

RSy e glu ) S

Wo aro informed that a Starling banded on February 24, 1934, at
Nashville, Tonn.; by Mrs, F. C. Laskey, and carrying band No. 34-200139,
was killed in Wisc County, Va., in July, 1935, by Mr. J. B. Killburn,
Esservillc, Va.
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VIRGINIA FIELD NOTES

Woodbridge. On the aftornoon of January 31 I 'was out looking for birds,
although thero was a slight drizzling rain. A small flock of about 15
Prairio Hornod Larks settled down in the field nearby. 1 noticed one
bird which appcarcd almost whitec, and this provod to be a partial albino.
The birds werc oxtremoly tame, lotting mo ropcatedly walk within about

15 yards of them as they hopped along through the very sparse grass, The
albino was a light crcamy~buff, with the dark markings a brownish-black,
lightor than that of the other birds, There was the appecarance of an
almost white rump and upper tail coverts, but this may have been the
folded primarics of lightor color, I watchod the bird for about ten mine
utes or perhaps longer, and finally walked a 1little too close, the albino
leading the others Into the air and into the adjoining fiocld. I used 8x
binoculars and had a fine opportunity for obacrvation.

Killdeers have been unusually numcerous this wintor, ospecially
sinco CTrhristmas, probably because of the mild weathor, They fly about,
calling, as in Spring, Flocks of Robins, numbering about 200 to 300,
kave beon in the vieinity for the Tast fow weeks, feoding in the fields
and in tke woods, catirg the dried wild grapes and honeysuckle berrics.
Bluebirds are singirg frequantly. On several occasions a pair of Black
Vulturcs nave been horo, ard or. February 14 five of thom circled about
Tor twonty minubes, soarirg on a strong broczes Myrtle Warblors wero
torc as late as Christmas, but I have not seccn any sincc. A pair of
Hermit Thrushes have been in the woods ncar a small pond all winter,
Bob-winltes hiave been scarce; and for the first time that I can remomber,
Ll rave not seocn a single bird durirg the fall and winter, although my
brotrer reports scecirg one small flock about three months ago.

Mr, Hodge, warden of the Roach's Run Sanctuary, took one rcel of
motion picturcs of the Anhinga before it leoft the Sanctuary. It was shov:
at the Biological Survey in Washington. Mr, Hodge said the bird could be
identified, although the picturcs werc not cspecially good becausc of
distance. The Ankirga was first scon on August 2, and for the last time
on August 3l.--Jamecs Eike.

----- 97618 013 PO

Amclia County. Begirnning about November 20, Red-hoaded Woodpeckors wore
unusuvally numerous until about February 1, whon they began to decline in
rumbers, untll now, March 19, they are hardly more numerous than the
average., All winter Purple Firnches have been unusually common in the
Ameclia arca, On February I7 a small flock was scen on the ground under
a large codar troc that stands in an open field, apparontly feeding on
the cedar berrios that had fallen to the ground., This iz the first time
have seon them feeding on the ground, Myrtlec Warblors have bcen abun-
dant here this winter, while Golden-crowncd Kinglcts and Brown Crecpors
have becn scarce., The first Pinc Warbler's song was hoard oun Fcbruary 9,
and the sccond on February 13, AT the presont time they are hoard singin
almost daily, Robins wore with us in unusually largc flocks from January
24 to March 2, "SInco that time small migratory groups have becen scon
daily., Now the summor residonts arc arriving. No Killdecers wore scen
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from about Deocombor 10 until February 2. Since that date they have been
scen or heard daily, I have no explanation for their abscnce through
most of Doccmber and all of January, as the weather was unusually mild,
On account of the mild weather onc would have expected Phocbos to winter
here in larger numbers than usual, but such was not the case, None wore
scen from about the middle of Decomber until Fobruary 3. By March 4
they began singing; and by March 16 were here in full numbers and soom
to be mated. A Towhee that winterod in a large thicket nocar my home
began singing March 7, and had a mato March 16.

On March 17 a visit was made to Rowlett's Pond, a veory old mill
pond, nearly a half milec long and probably 200 yards wide in tho widest
placees It is surrounded by woods and ncar the upper end is bordered by
extensive flats in which are seveoral shallow lagoons, Immediately on
reaching the pond we locatecd three Horned Groebes, Colymbus auritus, onc
of which secmed to bo a male in spring piumago, while the other two were
clther fomales or Immature. They at once swam to the middle of tho pond
where they romained closely huddled togethor during our stay. They did
not dive, Near thoc upper ond of the pond a larger bird, either a loon or
a largor grebo was scon at a distance too great to pormit of positive
idontification, It dived soon aftor beoing located and probably entered
one of the brush-borderod lagoons, as it was soon no more. While search-
ing for this bird three large ducks wore flushed from a lagoon. They
circled, passirg almost directly over us twice, They werc certainly
Bleck Tuckxs. 4s scen from below with 6x glasses the whole under surface
of' the bkody was black, the neck lighter, with the under surfaco of the
wings necesrest the body white.--Jokn B, Lowis.

Naruna. Since October my bird watching has been confined chiefly to theo
bluffs and adjoinirg filelds along Falling River, near the mouth of Hat
Creek, This place is about four miles east of Naruna, Black Vultures
have boon socn occasionally. A flock of 50 was secn on January 11.

[

; Red-talled Hawks, two secen on January 4 and two on February 17;
Marsh Hawk, February 23 and 27; Killdeor, January 22, Fobruary 9 and 14;

Pilecated Woodpecker, January 9; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, January 22,
February 19; Phocbe, Jaruary 29, 30 and February 13; Prairie Horned Lark,
21 on January 3 and 50 on January 22; Brown Crcoper, January 11 and 22;
Wintor Wren, January 22; Robin, 50 on January 5, common all winter;
Bluebird, common all winter, 25 on Fobruary 6 in onc flock; Goldon~
crowned Kinglets fairly common all winter; Cedar Waxwings, 20 on January
18; fairly common during February; Pine Warblor, two on February 8, 13
and 193 Purple Finch, four on Februery 1%.

Pine Siskin, a new one for my list, 25 on February 7. On February
15 and 18 a flock was secn estimated at about 100, On February 20, two
Pinc Siskins werc seen feeding on alder buds along a brook. I watched
them from within a few feet. Tho yellow patch on wing was plainly notico-
ables=~Bertha Danicl.
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Loxington., Tho mild winter has apparcntly had very 1little effect on
clthor the specics or the numbers of birds present., In fact, some wintor-
ing birds, such as Phoebes, Purplec Finches and Whito~-throated Sparrows,
havo becon loas common than. usual., Red-headed Woodpeckers have been de-
cidedly morc common, and Myrtle Warblers somownat more common. A Fox
Sparrow, secn on January 4, is the first mid-winter record here for that
specios, Nor has the mild spring had much ecffcct, Only the Vespor Spar-
row has come arny ocarlicr, The Savannal Sparrow scems to have been held
Trn the South by tho mild woather and has arrived hore much lator than
usual, A few Black Ducks, Green-winged Tecals and Hooded Morganscrs and
one female Baldpatc have beor at Big Spring since November, March has
been a good morth for ducks--Mallards, Black Ducks, Baldpatcs, Pintaills
end Greone~ arnd Bluc-winged Teals have becn pr sent in considerablce number.
with a fow Wood Ducks, ﬁing-nocks, Scaups and Hooded Merganscrs, I was
showr. a Commor. Loor. that had bocon capturcd in a small stream on January
7. It was roleascd on the rivor the following day. A Red-shouldecred
Hawk, uncommon herc at any scason, was scorn on March 24.,-=J. J. lurray,

=====00000=====

Blacksburg. I have Blacksburg winter rocords for thoe following birds

not notod In the list by Charles O. Handloy, Jr., in the last issuc of
THE RAVEN: Picd-billed Grobe, Pigeoon Hawk, Myrtle Warbler, Towhee, Field
Sparrow, and Fox Sparrow, Two Bufflchoads wero sccn on January 8, and 2
Redhead on Fobruary 13, The first Purplc Finch was scen on January 10;

and what was apparently the first summer resident Robin on February 17,
--Ralph M. Brown.

Lynchburg. Ye Mimcographor takos the liberty of slipping in his notes
without Yc Editor's perusal, and with thec adventage of having read over
all other local rotes. I have been much intcrested over a period of
years in watching the numbors of irregular migrants, birds which spend
the winter horoe in greatly reduced numbers, I should be very glad to
sec comments in THE RAVEN on the specics mentioncd, and would also
welcome criticism of my obscrvations or deductions, as I believe that
there 1s an intercsting angle of the migration problem involved.

Mcadowlarks, Flickors, Mourning Doves and Towhoces in particular
show variablc amounts of migration. Each may be looked upon as a per=-
manent resident for this secction, yot the four are of very infrequent
occurrcenca during the winter months, The Towhee, for instance, is said
to winter morec regularly in the Ohio Valley than in Virginia, and my
obscrvations in Ohio and Virginia confirm this, I have frecquently found
Towhoos in numbers in Ohio on the Christmas census, and around Lynchburg
find only onoc or two in certaln protectod places rogularly, or raroly
find a dozen or so in similar sheltorod places. Doubtless onc factor
to be considered is the flocking habit of thosc spocics during thoe winte: .
The probab2lity of finding one large flock is loss than that of finding
the individuals of the flock whon more widely scattered over an arca,

We have seen flocks of cach of the species mentioned during the winter
on a fow occasions. In any given ficld or woods however, individual bir!

are scarce during the winter, and their numboers pick up docidedly in
March,
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Phocbes and Kingfishors arc in the same category. Of tho winter
rosidonts, variability in numbers from year to ycar is marked in the
Purple Fineches, Pine Siskins and Red-broasted Nuthatchos. Woather condi-
tions account for fluctuating numbers of the last three, but in the casc
of the first six, which arc permanent rosidents to somo -oxtent, their
numbers for any given winteor do not always roflect the sort of winter
weather we are having, as is noted by scvoral observers in this issue,

Red-lhcadod Woodpockors have becn abundent and constant in number
through the winter, whilo Rnd=bellied Woodpeckers, nover abundant, have
beer. urusually secarce, I have socn the Red-broasted Nuthatech only twice,
Jernvary L and 10, ecach timo in the mountains., Occasionally they are
aburdant through the winter ncar the ecity, The Ruby-crownod Kinglet whiel
is somotimes falrly plertiful through the winter, has boon seen ouly once,
Jaruary 1C, ir. tho mourtairs, There have been more Pine Siskins than
=usual this winter, also mare Purple Fimches, which would scem to indicate
morc sovere wirter weather %o the rnorth, which doos not secam to be the
sa%e., No Procbes were soon until Fobruary 20, and no Kingfishers between

Lgeember 26 snd February 7, Tre Hermit Thrush.usually winters here in

gome rumbers, but thils yeor rone worce fcer. between Deccember 26 and March
%46, A Savonnatb. Sparrow scor or Fonruory 7 by Learard K, Beyer arnd mysoclf
zrd a Purple Grackle scorn orn Fohruary 4 by Mrs, Frcar worc doubtlecss
Stregglers romuining tlrough fthe wirfter rather than early migrants, I be-
llove that Bewiek's Wrans are ragular wintor rosidants here whose presenc:

1g& aqvorlooked hacausc of troir habits axd. lack of slrging. I have heard
Trhis year singing begaxn on Falrw:

onc sirglrg rerq &s ecarly as Jenuary 9.
ary 7. Becguse of thelir irtercsy in connecctiorn wlth irraeguler wlrter
residerce, - rofap agsin to the fimding of a Great Blue Heror, ard a

Chipping Sparrow or. the Christmas census on December 26, by Mr. Bayer arnd
mysolf.

Other records: Golden-crowned Kirglets, singing, March 5, the
second time I have reard this here; Marsh Hawk, Feb, 11; Horned Grebe,
winter plumage, Timber ILake from February € to March 4, The most unusua.
record of the wirter has beern tre presence of 0ld Squaw ducks at the Lake
almost continuously from Jaruary 23 up to at least April 10. At first a
male and female were tirere for over 3ix weeks, then a pair of males has
been there for almost three weeks, Canvasbacks, Ring-recks, Ruddies,
Baldpates, Hooded Mergeansers, Lecsser Scsups and Blue-winged Teal have
beern. coming and goirg, but in much reduced rnumbers as compared with six
or seven years afos Then it was a reguler thirg to fird 200 or 300
ducks on the Lake about April 1, but now the maximum numbers rarely
exceed 50 or 75. Mallards and Black Ducks used to be frequent and

numerous visitors, but are very rare now., § male and female Mallard
were seen March 4,--Ruskin 3, Freer,
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THE SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE V. S. O.

Dr. Florence S, Hague, Secretary
Sweet Briar, Va,

The Seventh Annual Meeting of the V.S.0. was convened at the Jef-
ferson Hotel, Richmond, on Friday, April 23, 1937 at 2 P.M. by the Pres-
ident, Professor Chas. O, Handley. Professor Bailey of the University o~
Richmond welcomed the Society to this the second meeting to be held in
Richmond. Profeéessor Handley made a brief response and then called for
the first paper, A Prairie Horned Lark's Nest, by J. B, Lewis., Because
of this being the farthest southeast of any nest reported, it arouscd
considerable interest. The nest reported earlier by Miss Daniel near
Naruna is about the same distance southward. Nests have also been found
at Sweet Briar and Lynchburg. OSouthgate Hoyt told of some of the bird
banding which he has been doing at Lexington since the first of the year.
In giving Notes on the Breeding Birds of Whito Top Mountain, Dr., Wetmorc
mentioned the abundance of the Red-breasted Nuthatch; the singing of the
Veery and the vory striking fact that both the EFastern and Southern sub-
species of Robins ere nesting in close proximity at an altitude of 5,200
foet,

The Bird Life of Roanoke Swemp, as roported by Professor Handley
gave some of his obscrvations and some of a rosident of that vieinitv.
This swamp is in Charlotto County and was drained for agricultural pur-
poscs probably in slave times, but the dykes were not kept up and the
swemp has gradually roturned. Nests of tho Black Duck, Wood Duck, Yol-
low-crowvned Night Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron and Black-throated
Groen Warblor have been found and thoro are indications that tho Amori-
can Bittorn, the Loast Bittern asnd the King Rail also nest thoero,

In discussing the Extonsion of the Rango of the Black Vulturo, Dr,
Hurray pointed out that in gonoral at tho prescnt time the extension of
range is more on the part of southorn specics moving northward than of =
southward cxtension of range. Betweon 1895 and 1931, the dates of tho
socond and fourth check lists, the Black Vulturc had extonded its rango
through Virginia snd southern Maryland., House Mountain with an eclevatio
of 3400 feot is its highest neosting ground recorded in Virginia, It was
suggestoed that tho roduction of its food supply through the burying of
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decad animals in the south may have been a factor in its sproad,

Aftor a brief rccecss tho program was continued by Prof. A. Lawroenc:
Dean of V,P.I. who presented Virginia's Junior Wildlife Instructional
Program. M. G. Lewis 1in a brief discussion of Soil Conservation and Birc
Life pointed out that bird life is distinctly benefitted by soil conser-
vation. D. R. Mast of Charlottesvillec:mri.gscd agreement with Mr, Lewis.

- % st

It was announced that the Annual Dinner would be at 6:30 in the
Hotel dinfing room. After discussion as to the time of starting on the
field trip it was decided that one group would start from the Hotel at
7 A.M. and another at 8 A.ll, The President told of the tense discyssion
in which he and Dr. Murray took part when the Commission of Game and
Inland Fisheries had a hearing on the ,question of restoring a bounty on
hawks and owlss The Editor of the Rod and Gun columm of the Richmond
Times-Dispatch was one of the leaders in writing and working for the
bounty. The Times-Dispatch also devoted a page of one issue to an artic:
by Prof, Handley setting forth reasons why a bounty should not be paid o
hawks and owls. One of the resolutions passed conveys the reaction of
the V.8.0. to the bounty question. A statement from Ira N. Gabrielson,
Chief of the Biological Survey, shows that that agency does not encourag:
general extermination campaigns.

The following committees were named and asked to report at the bus:
ness meeting: Nominations, Ralph M. Brown, Mrs. A, O, James and Alexande:
Wetmore; Resolutions, J. J. Murray, M. G. Lewis and J. W. Bailey. This
closed the afternoon session.

About 25 members and guests attended the Annual Dinner.

Dr. Oberholser opened the evening program with a discussion of the
Biological Survey Refuge Program, This was illustrated by lantern slides
which gave glimpses of various wildlife refuges. The remainder of the
evening program consisted of films on Game Conservation in Virginia, The
Breeding Birds of Cobb's Island and The Todd Wildlife Sanctuary in laine.

At the close of the evening program the business meeting was held.
The minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read and approved as correcth.
In the absence of the Treasurer his report was read by lMr. Brown. The
report shows total receipts of $111.46 for 1936 and disbursements of
$48.41, which does not include the November-December issue of THE RAVEN,
The report was accepted., A letter from the National Association of Audu-
bon Societies in regard to the Sanctuary Fund was read, This le¢ to thc
discussion of affiliating again with the National Association. Dr. Murrs
reported that instead of the $5.00 fee there is a new basis for affiliat:
For societies of less than 100 members this is a $25.00 fee which includc
a lecturer from the National Associatjon for the Annual Meeting or a
$10.00 fee without the lecturer. It was moved and carried that the
decision as to which type of membership the V.S.0. should assume be lef:
to the Executive Committee, Action in regard to the rental of the film,
The Breeding Birds of Cobb's Island, was also left for the Executive
Committee.
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The following nominations for membership were made from the floor:
A. L. Dean, Blacksburg and Leo K. Couch, Washington, D.C., by Dr, Murray;
Miss Agnes B, Sitterding, Richmond, by Mrs. Jurgens and Mrs. Colgate W.
Darden, Norfolk, by Dr. McIlwaine. The names of new members who have
already paid dues for 1937 were presented by the Secretary as follows:
Compton Crook, Matthew Whaley School, Williamsburg; J. Southgate Y. Hoyt
and L, W. Lane, II, Lexington; Mrs,., E. H. Ingersoll, Richmond, Katy Friel
Sandors, Max Meadows; Margaret Sandidge, Amherst, and, for reinstatement,
John H. Grey, Raleigh, N.C. All were elected or reinstated.

Dr. Murray reported that there had been fewer issues of THE RAVEN

in 1936 but that more pages per issue brought the total amount as high

as previously. The Secretary's report was read and accepted. The reso-

lutions reported from that Committee by Dr. Murray, Chairman, and unani-

mously adopted were as follows:

1. We wish to express in advance our most sincere appreciation of
the lunch prepared by Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. Jurgens and Miss Sars
Snook for the field trip tomorrow. _

2. We wish to express our appreciation of the cooperation given to
us in our meeting by the Jefferson Hotel.

3« Res lve%,that we, the V.3.0. go on record as opposed to the pay-
ment B8P 'pfi8d8tory birds and animals in Virginia for the follow-
ing reasons: a) They are ineffective, as proven by actual exper-
ience in this and many other states, in bringing about an incre:-
in game or other wildlife. b) Bounties result in unlimited frauvs .
¢c) Funds available can and should be used toward programs which
will provide more adequate food and cover and more favorable
breeding and living conditions for game birds and mammals.

4, Resolved that we favor the employment by the Forest Service of
a wildlife conservation specialist in the Jefferson National
Forest, recognizing the valuable work being done in this capa-
city by Mr., T. E. Clark in the George Washington National Fores
and that the Secretary of this Society be instructed to write
the several members of Congress and Senators from Virginia in-
forming them of our wishes in this connection.,

5. Resolved that we favor the establishment of a Chair of Ornithol-
ogy at V.P.I. or at The University of Virginia or at both.

Mr, Brown rcoported for the Nominating Committee the following name:
for President, Mr. J. B. Lewis; Vice-President, Dr. Wm, B. McIlwaine, Jr.
Secretary, Miss Florence Hague; Treasurer, Mr. A. O, English; Executive
Cormittee, Prof., R. 8. Freer and Mr, M. G. Lewis. The Secretary's objec-
tion to her nomination because of her expected absence from the State wa:
put aside and the officers nominated were elected, Meeting adjourned.

The BExecutive Committee subsequently authorized payment for the us
of the film, The Breeding Birds of Cobb's Island and decided to take the
ten dollar membership in the National Association of Aududon Societies.

About 25 members end friends joined in the field trip to Curles
Neck Farm. DBecause of clouds and wind boats were not used. At noon all
gathered joyfully about an open fire and the lunch which Mrs, Shaw, Mrs.
Jurgens and Miss Snook had prepared, A list of the 83 species of birds
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seen is appended,
BIRDS RECORDED

Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Blue-winged Teal, Ameri-
can Merganser, Turkey Vulture, Black Vulture, Cooper's Hawk, Red-tailed
Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Bald Eagle, Marsh Hawk, Osprey, Bob-white,
Upland Plover, Spotted Sandpiper, Greater Yellow-legs, Herrin% Gull,
Ring-billed Gull, Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, Hummingbird, Kingfisher,
Flicker, Downy Woodpecker, Kingbird, Phocbe, Tree Swallow, Rough-winged
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Crow, Fish Crow.

Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, House
Wren, Carolina Wren, Long=-billed Marsh Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown
Thrasher, Robin, Thrush, Blueb:ird, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Starling, White~eyed Vireo, Yellow~throated Vireo, Red-eyed Vire: .
Black and White Warbler, Parula Werbler, Yellow Warbler, Myrtle Warbler,
Pine Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Yellow Palm Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern
Water Thrush, Maryland Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, Redstart.

English Sparrow, Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, Baltimore Oriole,
Rusty Blackbird, Purple Graclktle, Cowbird, Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak, Purple
Finch, Goldfinch, Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Vesper
Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Swamp
Sparrow, Song Sparrow.

INFORMATION DESIRED

Will all readers of THE RAVEN, in and outside of Virginia, who finc
and identify a nest of the Carolina Junco, please determine the approxi-
mate elevation(fecet above sea level) of the nest and send this informatioc:
together with the number of eggs or young in the nest, and date, to me?

his information and cooperation on the part of THE RAVEN readers will bo

much appreciated.--D. Ralph Hostetter, MT. Lake Biological Station, Mt.
Lake, Va.

JUNE ISSUE

It is planned to devote the next issue of THE RAVEN as largely as
possible to nesting notes. Contributors are requested to send in nesting
data. Records of nests of common birds should be made brief, giving only
the 4 te, location and number of eggs or young; while records of more

unusual birds may be given more space. These should be sent in to the
Editor by the first of July.

----- 00000 ===~



PRAIRIE HORNED LARK'S NEST AT AMELIA, VIRGINIA

By John B. Lewis
Amelia, Va,

Last fall, Mr, C. T. Marshal, a farmer living one and a half miles
west of Amelia village, told me of a pair of birds new to him that had
nested on his farm the previous spring. He did not see the nest, but
found young birds unable to fly while he was discing. He gave a fair
description of the Prairie Horned Lark, so this spring I watched his
fields closely for them, They were first seen on March 8. On April 10
the nest was discovered in a last year's corn field in which no fall crop
had been sown. The field lies high, and the soil was bare except for the
corn stubs and patches of dry bermuda grass., The nest was in a depressior
that just fitted it, and was unprotected except for a wisp of dry bermuda
grass, not sufficient to give it even a suggestion of concealment,

Measurements made after the young left the nest showed that its
depth was one and a half inches, its greatest diameter at the top' three
and a cguarter inches, and its smallest diameter two and three quarter
inches. It was rather heavily lined, especially at the bottom, with
grass blades.

HISTORY OF THE NEST

First located on the morning of April 10, when it contained three
dull=-colored, somewhat mottled eggs. April 11, 2:20 P.M.; one egg had
hatched. April 12, 5:10 P. M.3; three downy young of a light, yellowish-
brown color, O0ld birds chirped at a distance., April 14, 11 A.M.; young
growing rapidly. DBoth parents about 50 yards from nest; male singing.
April 16, 9 A.M.; young have about filled the nest., Mr. Marshal plowing
field., Parent birds very solicitous., Marshal and I staked off strip to
be left undisturbed in plowing. April 17, 4:40 P.M.; Mr, Marshal has
successfully plowed around the nest. Young safe, parent birds at the
nest when I approached., April 18, 11 A.M.; visited the nest in company
with Mrs. and Miss Shaw, and Mrs. Ingersoll, of Richmond. Found the
female near the nest with a worm in her bill. After looking at the young
birds we retired to about 20 yards from the nest and stood quietly. Soor
the female began walking in a zig-zag fashion about the field, always
drawing near the nest until she finally reached it and fed the young,
then flew away. About fifteen minutes later the male came to the fence,
about 30 yards beyond the nest from us, with a worm in his bill, but did
not approach the nest. Then the fermmle 1lit on the ground near the fence
with another worm in her bill; and sgain zig-zagged up to the nest and
fed the young. As she reached the nest the male flew to it, but apparent
ly did not pause long enough to feed the worm he carried to the young, as
the female did with hers. Later we watched the male at about ten yards
range, as he sang from the top of a corn stub. April 20, 9 A.M.; one of
the o0ld birds left the nest as I approached. The young seemed nearly
fully feathered, though tlieir wings and tails are quite short. Their
backs are dark lead color, with numerous small, white dots, giving them
a guinea fowl appearance. As I stood about ten yards from the nest, one
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of the parents 1lit on the ground about 20 yards beyond it and as usual
zig-zagged up to it with a worm for the youngstors. April 21, 2 Plej
visited the nest and found it empty. The old birds were making short
flights all about the field and chirping excitedly. Mr, Marshal sald he
visited the nest about 10 A.M. and found the young birds still in i%, soO
they left between 10 A.M. and 2 P.M., April 21.

This would indicatc & nest feeding period for the first-hatched
bird of approximately ten days, and for the two later-hatched ones, nine
days. From the feather dovelopment of the young when last seen it seems
prohable that they left the nest before thoy could actually fly.

On Auvugust 27, 1935, while laying out terraces on a farm near Earls,
in the southeast part of Amelia County, fifteen miles southeast of Ameli:
Court House, I saw at close rengo what scemed to be a family of Prairie
Horned Larks, two of which were in full adult plumage. This was on high,
rolling open Zand, As the date scemed very early for migrants from the
north, I suspected that these birds might have been reared there, This
spring I had no difficulty in finding a pair of horned larks at this
place. On April 12 and 16 this pair worec visited and although thoy gave
cvery indication of having oeither a nest or young birds just out of the
nest, neither werc found., I foel very confident that this pair are nest
ing there, One bird of this pair, when much excited as if by my close
approach to either %the nest or young, gave, in addition to tho usual
"eheo-chip"call, a much stronger and clearer note that closely resemblea
one of Ehe alarm notes of the Meadowlark, though with less volume. It
was a clear "quco", with a strong rising inflectlon.

THE BIRD LIFE OF THE ROANOKE CREEK SWAMP

By C. O, Handley
Blacksburg, Va.

The following notes on birds nesting in or nocar the Roanoke Creek

Swamp in Charlotte County are supplicd by Mr. T. R. Watkins of Charlottc
Court House, Virginia:

Wayne's Warblor. April 20, 1933. Threc fresh eggs in nest of
grasses and roots on the ond of a horizontal limb about six fect from
tho ground in a low growth of scattered pines, about 300 yards above
Bailey's Pond. The eggs wore whitc with brown specks on the large end.

Yellow-crowned Night Heron. April 27, 1933. Five nests containing
from three to five oggs cach and soveral nests not yet laid in were foun

in a thick growth of yellow pines growing on hillside on the south side
of Danicl's swamp.

Black Duck. April 23, 1931. Nest and ton woll-incubated oggs on
high creck bank in sand; no cover in immediate vicinity of the nest.

April 17, 1933. Nest and nine fresh oggs in a bunch of grass and
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loaves lodged in the crotch of thrce birches growing from the same root.
Nost about cight inches from surrounding, frequontly flooded low-grounds.

April 4, 1937. Nest and twelve slightly incubated oggs. Nost
located on dyke in Bailey's Pond at high water lovel under a small rod
cedar within a fow feoet of a path frequonted by fishormen; poorly con-
coaled and composcd of oak lcaves and down. Tho nest was found the day
before our visit, by fishermen, whon the female duck flushed, Apparontly
the duck had not returncd to the nest. The oggs were only partially
covered by the down and leaf covering, and were cold. The chances for
hatching the sct of eggs scemed so slight that it was collected and
placed in the muscum being developed at the Virginia Polytechnic Institut

Red-tailod Hawk. March 14, 1936, Nost and three partially incubatoc
oggs about 60 feet up in a tall pinc about 100 yards from a last year's

nest in an oak, Nest constructed of sticks and lined with strips of
cedar bark and cedar twigs.

April 4, 1937. Nest and onc fresh ogg about 40 feet above the
ground in top of a yellow pinc on a wooded hillside., Nest a bulky mass
of sticks. A pair of rcd-tails scon in the vieinity showed no concern
whon I c¢limbed to the nost. The nest had apparontly boen deserted. The
ogg showod soveoral scratches made by a squirrol's teeth. The nest con-
tained onec cgg when Mr, Watkins climbed to it on March Z21.

Réd-shoulderod Hawk, March 7, 1937. Threc fresh eggs were collect-
cd from a nost of sticks, bark and trash in a willow oak growing in the

swamp. Two additional cggs were collected from tho same nest onc weok
later, March 14,

April 4, 1937, I climbed to a nest containing three well-incubated
eggs in the croteh of a willow oak about thirty feet above the ground, i:
the low grounds bordering Bailey's Pond. The nest was covered with whit
down, A brood of young red-shoulders had just left this same nest only
a few days before my visit to the swamp last June. The nest and eggs
were photographed and left undisturbed.

Barred Owl. March 14, 1937, Nest and three eggs found in a dead

willow snag surrounded by water, Nest about fifteen feet up; eggs nearl
ready to hatch,

March 28, 1937, A cracked egg over which had been smeared the con-
tents of another egg were found in a newly constructed nest of the Red-
tailed Hawk., The nest was in a willow oak about 40 feet above the groun
The owl was seen leaving the vicinity of the nest when it was investiga®
A pair of Red-tailed Hawks have been known to nest in this part of Danie
Swamp each year for about ten years. They have a nest this year about a
guarter of a mile away in a large willow oak tree completely surrounded
by water. The hawk could be seen on the nest from a distance of several

hundred yards through the use of our binoculars at the time of our visit
on April 3.
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WOODCOCKS AT MOUNTAIN LAKE

By D. Ralph Hostetter
Harrisonburg, Va.

At least six male woodcocks are on the Mountain Lake area, four on
the Biological Station grounds, and two on the grassy fields near the
Silver Fox Ranch. Every evening since our arrival here, April 1, these

males have entertained us with their "love song" or "sky dance" as it is
called,

The time for the dance is determined, not by the clock, but by the
intensity of light or darkness. On April 1 the flights began at 7:00
P.M. and continued to 7:30 P.M. As the days became longer, April 12,
their period of activity was from 7:15 to 7:45 P.M. On cloudy and rainy
evenings they begin earlier than on clear nights. The performances aver-
age from 30 to 45 minutes., After the last flight they may continue to
call for one to two hours, especially on moonlight nights.

Preliminary to the aserial flight, for a Period of ten to fifteen
minutes, he gives a varying number of calls, 'peent, peent" or "zeent,
zeent" from the ground. This is followed by the spectacular flight or
sky dance which begins with a rapid rise from the ground, on whirring
wings, in a large spirsl¢ As he approaches his zenith, his spiral
enlarges, . his speed increases, and the whistle produced by the
wings becomes louder and shriller., Finally he reaches his height which
may be "300 feet from the ground"(Chapman). Here he slackens his speed,
and for several moments seems to hover on whirring wings, although circ-
ling slowly forward. During the hovering phase, there is a fraction of
a second pause at regular intervals interspersed between his rapidly
beating wings. Then in a large spiral he dashes headlong toward the
earth, uttering his "song" which consists of a musical mixture of whistlcs
and twitters, When from 40 to 50 feet above the earth, his song ceases,
and gquietly in a small spiral he darts into approximately the same place

from which he arose. He calls "zeont" a number of times before he takes
off for another round in the sky.

The number of flights during one evening may be cight to ten. The
acrial phasc of the performance avergges 50 secopnds, the time between
flights ranges from ten seconds to one minute or longer.

One evening I approached within ten feet of the Woodcock., I located
his arca, and while he was in tho air I rushed to a bush or tree in tho
dircction of his calls, During his cighth flight I darted behind a bush
near the place where he took off, and on his return he landed ten fect
from my hiding place. The guttural "cluck" which immediatoly precedes
tho call "zcent", was vory distinctly hecard., This "cluck" is vory simila
to that of the Whip-poor-will, By this time it was too dark to sec morc
than his outline. As ho callod "zoont" it secomed to me that he bowed his

hoad, or slightly tilted forward his entirc body. Howevor I am not too
cartain of this,

This instinct for courtship display is so strong and decply rootoed
that inclement weather, as cold, snow or rain, doos not interfere with
it., This display has continucd witho»t intorruption from April 1 to dato
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April 20. Twice I have socen it in the morning just at daybreak. T have
not been able to locate any ncsts,

This sky dance of tho woodcock is tho most romarkable and spectacu-
lar avian courtship display I have ovor scon.

APRIL IN VIRGINTIA

By Bertha Danicl
Naruna, Va.

It is carly morning, April 28, A Yollow Warbler is singing in the
orchard as I leave thc houso., Pinc and Myrtle Warblers arc in the pines
along tho path. A Dove and Robin show uneasiness as I near their respec’
ive nests. A Bluebird pauses with nosting material until I pass by
beforc ontering the bird house where she has set up housekceping. A
Bewick's Wren is singing. Perhaps family cares prevont him from coming
to mecet mo with friendly curiosity as he usually doos. In tho ficld the
Chipping and Fiocld Sparrows are cormon. From the ravine I hoar the Tow-
hoos, Brown Thrashers, Carolina Wron and Cardinal. Therce arc harsh crio:n
up back of the house and I sce three Bluc Jays fly out of the trcoes,.

I soon rcach the highway, a winding road that has bocen cut down
between two large bluffs. A small brooklect rushes over stonc steps
besido the road and I hear the sweobt music of the Louisiana Waterthrush,
From the bluff to the left I hecar the Vircos, the Recd-cyed, White-ciyod
and Yellow-throated, A Rodstart, Hooded warbler and Ovonbird arc also
among thom. As I noar tho river I hecar the poculiar notes of the Parula
Warblor and the piping of tho Spotted Sandpiper.

Thoro's an azurc patch of dwarf iris beside the road, How well thor
contrast with the pearl grcecen of the woods, the pink buds of the wild
azalcas, and the "ivory trays" of tho dogwood,

From a distance comes the clecar call of the Crested Flycatcheor. The
Blac k-throated Greoen Warbler counts over his "zce's" and a Phoebe is

singing ncar an old barn, A Goldfinch shows brightly against the grecn
of tho pinos.

I have reached the wide fiolds necar Naruna. The Grasshopper Sparrcw
has returncd to the clover. The Moadowlarks are wild with joy. I hoar
thoir flutc-like songs and the whistle of the Bob-white. Thoro's a larg:
number of Chimnoy Swifts circling over; and with thom scoms to be a
Rough-winged Swallow. But what is that wonderful music I hear coming
from a ncarby apple trece? Then I romcembor:

"Tho Moadowlark is in the fiold,
The Bobolink's on the wing"--

Nine handsome male Bobolinks fly gracofully out into the alfalfa fielg;
onc kocping watch from a lcaf stalk and continuing its rippling song.
A frignd passcs in a car, she waves to me, but I am oblivious to all
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cxcept tho Bobolink choir, Thore's a large flock of Black Vulbures
circling over the village as I cnter,

As I roturn home in the aftornoon » Vesper Sparrow flies up from
beside the road, I hear the farcewell notes of the White-throated Sparrow,
and o Prairic Hornod Lark sings from his porch on a clod of dirt in a
plowed ficld, The Whip-poor-wills aro singing at twilight.

ANOTHER EUROPEAN TEAL AT LEXINGTON

On April 11, 1937, as I was making my oarly morning trip in the ficl
I noticed an odd=colored Teal on Big Spring. This duck sat in one placc
for scoverel minutes so I had ample opportunity to study it at closc rangc
with my 8x binoculars. This duck roscmbled the Green-wingod Teal(Nettior
carolincense) except that it lacked the patch of white before the wings
and it did hawe a vory marked patch of whito on tho upper surfacce Just
above the bond of the wings, This can be none other than the Europcan
Teal(Nettion crecca). I was accompanioed by R. B. Smith, Jr., and W. W.
Grovor, All Comparisons with the ficld guide(Pctorson's) were made
individually and lator comparcd, Ench onc of us checkod the markings
noticed by the others to be surc of no mistakei This is the sccond
rocord of this spocies on this pond in tho past two yoars. Dr, J. J.

Murray colloctod n spocimen last yeor.--J. Southgate Y. Hoyt, Lexington,
V:l.

MEMORY OF JOHN JAMES AUDUBON HONORED BY WPA

Honoring thc memory of John James Audubon, famous Amecrican artist
and ornithologist, a musnun is boing orcctcd by Works Progress Administr:
tion workmon in the Audubon Memorial Park, a milec north of Henderson,
Kontucky. High on a hill overlocking a majcstic stretch of the Ohio

River, the gray stonc two-story building is surrounded by the 400-acro
park with its rolling land and thick woods,

The foderal Governmoent, the State of Kontucky, tqi c%t of Hondor-
son, the Hondorson Historical Socicty and the Transylvand® ﬁg$ sponsorin
the undertaking. In addition, Audubon enthusiasts from all over the nat:
have agreed to sond in valuable prints, papers, portraits and other
memontoes of the great noturalist, it is announcod.

A complete collecection of Audubon prints will bo exhibitod in a doub’
friceze in the mnin gallery on the first floor of the museceum. The sccond
floor will hrve space for stuffod birds, books, portraits and othor Audu:
bonia, Thorec will also be a Kentucky room, which will contain the relic:
of Danicl Boonc, who was a closc f#tend of Audubon, nnd memcntoos of oth

contomporarics. A Transylvanio room will honor the notables of this
socioty of carly sottlers.

The Norman style of architecturc has boen omployod in the muroum
structure becnuse of Audubon's ancestry. This allowed the construction
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of n round tower in the museum with pigeon holes so the birds can nest
in the mosonry. A formal garden will be 1laid out in front of the build-
ing with the wheel from the stream grist- and lumber-mill that Audubon
built at Henderson, and which ended so disastrously for him, in the
center, Near the museum will be a French gatehouse.

The decade that Audubon spent at Henderson included the happiest and
snddest years of his 1ifes Kentucky was practically a wilderness when
Audubon, unsuccessful in the mercantile business in Loulsville, arrived
ot Henderson on n flatboat in 1810 at the age of 25, With him was Lucy
Bnkewell Audubon, whom he had morried two yenrs before., Thelr daughter,
Iucy, died and was buried there while still a child,

Information Service,
Works Progress Administration,
Washington, D.C.

FIELD NOTES
AMELIA, VA.

CSPREY. April 2; an Osprey was seen at Rowlett's Mill Pond, circ-
1ing nbout 75 feet above the water. Once it made a2 grand plunge, sendin,.
the spray flying in all directions, though I could not see that he had
a fish when te arose from the water. Ornce he gave a series of rather

wenk, ropildly whistled riotes, each one with o marked falling inflection,

WATER BIRDS ON RAIN PONDS. PFrom cbout 9 P.M. Saturday, April 24,
to noon, Monday the 26th, it roined heavily and almost continuously. Soo
after the rain ceased I visited a large low-ground pasture on Nibb's
Creek about one and a half miles below Amelia village. The rain had
transformed several low places in this field into temporary ponds of
considerable size, Around the borders of the upper of these ponds were
five Herring Gulls, three Ring-billed Gulls and a Forster's Tern, the
latter in winter plumage, The Herring Gulls were the first %o fly, but
I hed o good look at them with 6x glasses, both on the ground and on the
wing. The Ring-bills allowed a closer approach and were easily identifi
before they too took wing ond circled out of sight. The tern was quite
trustful, allowing an approach to about 75 yards, and plenty of time for
study. His head and body appeared white all over except for a conspicu-
ous black spot on each side of the head. The bill was black. Tho wings
and tail were gray, with dark tips that were conspicuous in flight, On
a large rain pond at the lower end of the field were anbout 20 ducks, eig

of which were Scaups, the others Blue~winged Teals. They also arose and
left as I opproached.

On Tuesday morning I visited this place again. The rain ponds had
drained out and no water birds were seen there. In a swampy field farth
down the creek I found a single Blue~-winged Teal that was probably injur
in some way, as it allowed a very close approach and did not at any timc
fly more than 75 yards. An Upland Plover, Bartramia longicauda, left th




-
T e e S e e e G R e S e M e S M S e e e e e e W S G e e R e e W S e e e

e e e e
T S S e e e m e S R MR A S W S e S S g M B M S W e e e e S ST B e s S R M e e e Sy S S e G wm e R - -

field as I ontered it. This is my first record of it for Amelia County.
On both days there were many Spotted Sondpipers in the fields and along
the croek.

On April 30 a singing male Black-throated Green Warbler was found
near Namozine Crcek in the southeast part of Amelia County. This is my
first Amelia record for this warbler.--John B. Lewis.

HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, Vi. (The following notes were furnished to the Editor
by Mr, W. T. Wiliiams, of Hampden-Syéney, who is making a collection of
bird skins for an exhibit for the George Washington National Forest.)

On March 6, 1937, a Woodcock nest, with three well=incubated eggs,
within a week of hatching, was found by Mr. Williams near Hampden=Sydney.
His dog picked up the incubating bird and brought it to him uninjured.

He roleased tho bird but it did not return to the nest, as the eggs worc
cold the next day.

On Februory 22, 1937, he collected a fomale Barred Owl ncar Hampden--

Sydney. The owl contained an egg, with shell formed, and rcady to be
laid.

BIG LEVELS WILDLIFE REFUGE, AUGUSTA COUNTY, VA. On May 17, 1937, Mr,
T. E. Clarkc, wildlife Tectmician for the George Washington National
Forecst, Mr, W. T. Williams and the writer spent an afternoon in the Big
Levels in Augusta County. The territory is covered with small scrub
growth, and birds were not common: .mong tho common birds seen were
Downy Woodpecker, Bluec Jay, Titmouse, Chickadee, Prairicec Warbler, Redstonr
Red-cyed Vireco, Thrasher, Cardinal and Towhec. One Olive-backed Thrush
was socen. As we approached a small woodland pond a Wood Duck appearcd
over the troc tops. Mr, Clarke found two nosts of the Wood Duck in the
arca last summer, This yeoar he is putting up hollow logs for nesting
sitos., 4 Broad-winged Hawk 1it in a2 troo nemr the pond.

We collocted a Black~billed Cuckoo which contained an cgg with a
hard sholl. Ruffed Grousc were heard drumming at intorvals. & Kingfish-
er was sccn at Lake Sherando., DMr, Clarko is having clecarings madoe at
sultable intervals in the forest. Food crops aro being sown in these
placcs; and alrcady thore aro indications of an incrcase, not only in

gamc birds but in song birds. Doer huve been released in the area and
seem to be plentiful.--J. J. Murray

LEXINGTON, VAi. In my daily morning trips I have tried to cover as many
of the good localities around this secction as I could. My trips usually
start at about 5 o'clock. I go straight to Brushy Hill then down a back
road to the main highway and out to Big Spring. From here I usually try
to get to Cameron's Pond if the time pormits. I always have to return
to a 9:30 class. In these localities I cover a wooded and well-covered
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hill, a pond, well-protocted and with tame ducks on it, and also an open

ficld thickly covercd with low brush and growth surrounding a nearly
dried up pond.

The following datos arec tho earliest yet rocorded for tho Lexington
rogion: Towhoo, March 6; Spotted Sanmdpiper, 4pril 163 Parula Warbler,
April 163 Catbird, April 20; Wood Thrush, April 22; Prairic Warbler,
April 21; Somipalmatoed Sandpiper, May 6; Chostnut-sided Warbler, May 10,
Latost dates for the Loxington region: Bufflchecad, .ipril 22, four, two

adult malos, onc immaturc male, one fomalo; Mallard, April 27, onc male,
fhreo fomale.

Records of uncommon birds: Pecctoral Sandpiper, April 22; Osprey,
April 27; Tree Swallow, Moy 1(W. T. Williams); Blue Grosbeak, April 28
(Robort Smith, Jr.); Nashvillc Warbler, May 11; Pine Warbler, May 14.-=
J. Southgate Y. Hoyt.

sanseDOU00 aemes

LEXINGTON, Vi, It is an interesting expericnce for the bird student when
he hoars a song that is new to him. I have had that oxpericencc throc tin
this spring, having heard a Swamp Sparrow singing hore on April 19; two
Northern Wator-thrushos singing on May 7; and a Connccticut Warbler on
May 17. The Swamp Sparrow is common here in migration, the Water-thrush
scarce but regular, but neithor of thesc birds scoms ordinarily to sing
during migratiorn. The Connccticut Warbler is scarco herc ovon in autumn,
and this is my first time to soc the bird in spring. Last spring I hecard
my first songs from the Gray-chocked and Olive-~backed Thrushos, both of
which werc singing in my yard for a fow days,

., Bonaparto's Gull was sccn at Cameron's Pond, .pril 26, A Marsh
Hawk at the same place, May 9. A Broad-winged Hawk, very scarce horo
oxcopt in the fall migration, was scon on April 19 and again in tho samo
placc on April 26, acting as if it hod a nest noarby. The malc of a pair
of Bluc Grosbeaks was collected at Camoron's Pond on May 1 by W. T. Will-
iams.

4 new bird for the Rockbridge list is the Whito-cyed Vireo, two sin:

inngalcs on April 19; onc on April 26; and a pair at a different placo .
on May 1.

Nest s: 4 Killdoor's nost with four oggs was found by my littlc son,
Jimmy, on April 6, on a limestonc outcrop in a pasture. This is an '
extremely carly date. H. H. Bailey's dates for frosh eggs aro May 20 to
June 1, which is about normal for Loxington, The earlicst date cver
recorded for the Washington, D.C., region is April 3(1895). My first
nest for the scason was that of a Crow, the nost half or two-thirds com-
pleted on March 24, It had four oggs on April 12; threc naked young on
April 26; and young still in tho nost on May 10.--J. J. Murray.
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LYNCHBURG. Earliecst date: Kingbird, 4/18. Unusual birds: Double-crested
Cormorant and Common Loon, ponded river by Snowden power plant, Amherst
County, 5/8; Pine Siskin, April 23; two male 01d Squaws up to April 17;
two Ospreys far from water, onc near Lonc Jack Mt., Campbell County, about
April 15; the other over Pesks of Otter, Bedford County, May 16, scen with
A, 0. English of Roanoke; DBay-breasted Warbler, May 13, my second record
for Lynchburg; Warbling Vireo in our yard, May 8, my fifth Lynchburg
record; Cerulean Warbler nesting again on Locke's Mt., Bedford County;
Worm-eating Warbler, Matt's Creck in Blue Ridge, Bedford County; Red-
bellied Woodpeckers very scarce this past year, only two records this
spring. Now birds for my Lynchburg list: Least Sandpiper, May 13; Semi~
palmated Plover, Mey 18. Both should doubtless have been recorded here
before,~-~-Ruskin 3, Freer,

TOURVAIN LAKE, VA. (April 23, 1937.) Since my arrival here on April 1,
the following birds were seen. The dates represent my first observation,
-0 nok nocessarily the arrival of the birds on the mountain. 4/1, Wood-
eock, Downy Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Pileated Woodpecker,
Phoebe, Blue Jay, Crow, Carolina Jixaco, Song Sparrow, White-breasted Nut-
hateh, Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Chickadee, Robin; 4/2, Mourning Dove,
Turkey Vulture, Flicker, Bewick's Wren, Bluebird; 4/5, Hairy Woodpecker;
4/6, Field Sparrovi, Brown Creeper; 4/7, Towhee; 4/8, Ruffed Grouse, Golde:
orowned Linglet; 4/9, Pied-billed Grebe(on lake); 4/10, Hermit Thrush;
4/11, Red-tailed Hawk; 4/12, Barred Owl, Fox Sparrow; 4/13, Cooper's
Hawk; 4/14, Scaup Duck(33 on lske), Sharp-shinned Hawk, Meadowlark; 4/15,
Raven: 4/17, Broad-winged Hawk, Chipping Sparrow, Mountain Vireo; 4/18,
Whip-poor-will, Cowbird, Ruby-crowned Kinglet; 4/19, Purple Grackle,
Yellow-throated Vireo, Black and White Warbler; 4/20, Brown Thrasher,
Winter Wren. This list includes permanent residents, swmer residents
and transient migrants,

Ruffed Grouse drummed 4/17; Downy Woodpeckers are excavating nestin

cavities 4/20. Bewick's Wren began building nest 4/20. All observation-
were made above 3800 feet,

(April 30, 1937). These notes conclude my observations for the
month of April. Dates and arrivals are as follows: 4/21, Goldfinch,
Coirn's Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, Ovenbird; 4/24, Wood Thrush; 4/25, Whit
throated Sparrow; 4/28, Spotted Sandpiper(on margin of lake), Osprey(cir
ling over lake), Blackburnian Warbler, Catbird, Veery; 4/29, Least Fly-

catcher, Chestnut~sided Warbler. Total number of species observed durin
April is 57.

The Woodcocks have continued their sky dances throughout the entir
month., On April 30 their flights extended from 7:30 to 8:00 P.M.

Ruffed Grouse are drumming more frequently; they may be heard on
warm days following a heavy fog or rain.

First egg of season is that of a Robin, 4/29.

The €Carolina Juncos are building nests. One was begun April 17, 1
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was abandoned before completed. &nother nest, seventy feet from the

abandoned nest, was begun by apparently the same pair on April 28, This
is about completed.

Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers and Flickers are locating nesting sites
and drilling holes., During the past week the males were busy displaying
before the females.

The Banding record for April includes 26 Carolina Juncos, 14 Whito-
throated Sparrows, 2 Towhcoes and 1 PFox Sparrow. Many of the Juncos and
practically all of the White-throsts have boen retaken, some as often as
four times in onc day. no Wnite~threots were determined to get a full
meal from the traps. Trapping birds gives once an opportunity to study
the norvous roactions and dispoaition of the varicus specics. Juncos arc
very oxcitable, and whon the hand is placed into the trap they rush and
flutter wildly. Whon taken into the hand thoy jerk and twist continually
in an offort to escape, and thoy will cscape on the loast possiblo roleasc
of the hand. They seldom usc their beaks.

The Whito-throated Sparrows arc much more casily removed from the
trap, and make 1ittle effort to oscape from the hand., In fact after being
banded, thecy may remain lying in the open hand for soveral seconds bofore
faking off. These birds, however, are contonted snd quict only when they
have a plece of finger or thumb in thoir boaks. :

Bewickis Wren is a tiny bundle of nerves, and often the wrapper
breaks. One ceught in the trep roeminded me of a feashored merry-go-
round, and it chot through the trap door berore I had a chanco +o got it
in my hand. 'his iilustrates their koenncss of vision and aceuracy of
aim in flying through a vory small opening.--D. Ralph Hostotter, '
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JUNE DAYS ON COBB'S ISLAND

Je J+ Murray
Lexington, Virginia

Of all places in Virginia Cobb'!s Island is probably the most
widely known in ornithological circles. This little bit of sand on the
Eastern Shore has been a famous working ground since the days of Robert
Ridgway nd William Brewster back in 1890. During these years its inter-
esting bird colonies have been described by many writers, For many
years I have wanted to visit the island but was never able to do so

until this summer when I spent three days there, from June 21 to 23, in
company with my wife,

We made the little fishing village of Oyster, eight miles northeast
of Cape Charles, our headquarters, Here we stayed at the home of Mrs.
John Gray and feasted bountifully on soft-shelled crabs and other seafoou
between bird trips. In the front yard I made my first acquaintance with
the Atlantic Song Sparrow, I found that this race of the Song Sparrow
is not hard to distinguish from its more widely-distributed relative, tlu
Eastern Song Sparrow, even in the field by its larger size 'and darker
coloring. In the nearby marshes the Long-billed Marsh Wrens sang by day
and the Clapper Rails roused from their slumbers to make strange noises
at night. In theswoods behind the house Gnatcatchers, Crested Flycatche:
White-eyed Vircos. Pine and Prairie Warblers, and Yollow-throats wore
common, 1 was disappointed at not hearing Chuck-will's-widows. I notic
an interesting difference in the songs of some of the birds that are
common at home in western Virginia. The Robins' notes had a more piping
quality; the Yellow=-throats gave a now turn to their songs; and evon the
songs of the Catbirds at twilight seemed somowhat strange.

In front of the house and beyond the little bay where the fishing
boats anchor stretehed the Broadwater, with its eight miles of marsh and
water rcaching to the outer islands, Hog, Cobb's, Cardwellls, Wreck and
Bone. In the Broadwator arc groat strotches of high marsh, Cedar Creek
Island, Mockhorn, Gull Marsh, the Big and Littlo Eastwards, whore the
Laughing CGulls and Forstor's Torns and Clappor Rails nest, To anyone wh
has the salt water in his blood this is a fascinating country, We wero
fortunate in our weather, with throo perfoct days and a moon almost full

==page 39=--
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t night. Through this rcgion Mr., Warren Cobb, tho Audubon warden, was
gur g%ide, takigg us out egch day in his boat., Mr, Cobb is tho grgaggu -
grandson of Nathan Cobb, who came to the Virginia coast in 1840 an ge
Cobb's Island for $20 and a hundred bushols of salt which he himsclf ma -
on the beach, and the son of George Cobb, who for many yoars kopt a su@?m
hotel on the island when it was a woll-known rosort and who lost his 13 e
in the torriblc storm of August, 1933. A better guide could not be ha -
as he knows the island and marsh region as most moen know their front yard
He was not only guide and holper but kindly gentleman and good host.

Two of the three days, Junc 21 and 23, wore spent on Cobb's Islan@:
The island, eight miles long but only two or threc hundrod yards Wide,olu
now only a romnant of what it was before the storms swept across it. n
the first morning we landed at the southern end, noar the olq C?ast Guard
Station, and began to work along ths beach. There arc no buildings on
the 1sland except the old Coast Guard Station, now abandoned and with
the roof fallen in, and the spick and span now Station, both located in
the cdge of the marsh at the southern end. There is no shade, ngt a8 troc
nor cven a bush, nothing but scattered weeds and the logs and driftwood
Swept in from Hog Island during the storm. Birds are not common at tho
southern end where most visitors land. and we had to go for a discourag=
ing mile before we found a nest. At first we thought that this was :
because we did not know how to find them but when we came into the right
torritory it was easy enough to locate them., In the summaries that aroc
glven below it must be romombered that we covered less than half of tho
island, and that probably tho poorer half,

We found that wo had arrived at the height of the Black Skimmer
soasone. Nosts were found at every possiblo stagc. On the whole the
soason this year was considerably carliocr than I had been led +o expect
from the accounts of the visits of other men. A. C. Bonk ("Lifo Historic:
of Worth American Gulls and Terns", p, 311) found that laying had only
bogun at Cobb's Isldand on June 24 in 1907. OFf the 85 nests that we liste
on June 21 and 23 five had onc 0gg; six had two; twelve had throe; thirty.
four had four; twenty had oggs and young; and ecight had young. Apparentl .
no young had left tho nosts. Twonty-five of these nests wore oxamined on
June 21 in a colony about a mile from the southorn end, and twelve more i
the same colony two days later. On the 23d five nests wore found in a
small colony at the Koy Post threc milos from the southern cnd and forty-
three in a larger colony a short distance farther north across an inloct.
For lack of timo we dig not oxplorc the northern half of the island, whoyr
the largest.colony is said to be located. Tho oggs, about 1.75 by 1.30
inches in size, wore striking and beautiful, most of thom palec croamy,
somo of them bluish-whito, in ground color, blotched morc or less heavily
with black or brown or even roddish, in an infinite variety of color and
Pattorn, We found .. ' ono ogg that was pale blue with only onc or two
tiny dots at the large énd. They also vary much in shape, some round at
both ends, some pointed. Thoy are laid in a slight doprossion in bare dr
Ssand, with nothing whatever in the depression, and can casily be seen at
somc distancec. The downy young arc of the palest buff color, spotted
above with dusky, whito boelow. They blend so porfectly with the dry sand
that they are not easy to find; and the difficulty is incroascd by their
habit of lying half covered with sand. Long before one roschos the colon
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some of the old birds fly screaming about, and over the nesting places
thoro is always a cloud gf frantic birds., In tho last colony, possibly
because there the hatching was somowhat more advanced, the birds wero
much more aggrossive., Where in tho first colony the birds morely ilew
about us, calling like a pack of hounds, herc at times thoy flew at us,
coming within a fow feot. Nonc of them actually struck at us. The

adult Black Skimmor, with its black back and wings, its white undorparts
and its strange long red bill, the upper mandible shorter than the lowor,
is ono of tho handsomost and most inteoresting of the beach birds. In the
most rocont issue of 'The Auk' (July, 1937, pp. 237-244) O. 8. Pettin-
gill, Jr., has a very interesting article on "Behavior of Black Skimmers
ot Cardwell's Island, Virginia", in which he gives many dotails about

the habits of the birds around the nesting arocas.

Common Terns were vory active among the Skimmers, gencrally flying
highor overhcad and in wider circles. As nearly.all of their cggs had
hatched wo found only six noests, threc with eggs on the 21st, and on the
23d one with an ogg and two young and two with young. Thore werc many
large young still being fed by the adults, hiding in the grass and under
the drifted piles of rushos on the beach., They arce much darkor than the
young Skimmors and havo black throats. When approached they always
flatton out, trying to hide, but whon disturbod they can run along the
beach at an amazing rate, Tho adult terns worce much more aggressive thas
tho Skimmers, scroaming "tece-arrr" until the noisc beocame vory trying
and darting at us, almost striking our heads. Oyster-catchers, Wilson's
Plovors, Wlllots and Least Torns had apparontly all hatchod, althougn
the young wero still hiding In tThe grass, and all these birds added thei:
crios to tho chorus that beocame almost deafening at times, Along the
stretch of threce miles that we coverecd I cstimated that there were ton
pairs of Oystor-catchers, two pairs of Willets, twelve or fiftecn pairs
of Wilson's Plovers, fifty pairs of Common Torns and twenty-five of Leas
Torns, We saw no Royal Torns. In a tuft of grass I found two large,
dolicately~-colored ogg sholls in what I took to bo the nost of a Gull-

billed Tern. In the marsh bchind the island wore a few nosts of Tho
Laughing Gull,

On June 23 we mado a short stop at Cardwell's Island, a sand bar
about a half-mile in longth, across a narrow channel from the southorn
end of Cobb's., Hore birds have stoadily become scarcer. Five years ago
some throc hundred pairs of Skimmers aro said to have nested there, but
wo found not over fifteen pairs. This island sufferod heavily from the
1953 storm, Horo we gsaw the only Gull-billed Torn that I actually iden-
tifiocd on tho trip, although ono or two nosts Ehat I could not positivel
idontify may havo belongod to this specios., Onco common, this bird is
now scarco in this whole rogion. A fow Common Terns, Oyster~catchers an:
Willets aro broeding on the island. We also saw a fow Fish Crows, a
numbor of Rod-wingod Blackbirds and throe pairs of Atlantic Song Sparrow:

Two pairs of Rod-broastod Mergansors, unable to fly but wonderrul divers,
werc swimming about in tho channol .

Only a fow shore birds wore noted on the boach, onc flock of ten
Dowitchors, a flock of fiftcon Knots, four Sandorlings, throo Turnstonos.
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and ono large flock of small sandpipors, mostly Least. Six or moro .
Horring Gulls, both adult and immaturoc birds, woro scon on the boach,
In tho mareh I flushod four Black Ducks, half wild birds that fod about
the Coast Guard Station. Barn owaliows nested at the Station and wore
common over tho marsh. I Saw o fow Groon Herons, five Turkey Vulturos
foeding on tho beach, a pair of Boat-failod Grackles and onc Scasido
Sparrow., In the channels of tho Broadwator I saw a Common Loon, in
poor plumage, on tho 22d, onc Double-crosted Cormorant, perched on a

stake, on tho 21st; gnd a fow Osproys.

Wo spent all day on Junc 22 in the groat marshos of Gull Marsh
Island cxamining nests of Laughing Gulls end Forstor's Torns. Hero we
wero ontirely satisfiod with what we found. T had scarcoly landed at thu
southorn end of the marsh boforo I bogan to find Laughing Gull nosts.
I began to list the nests according to the number of eggs or young found,
but aftor listing onec hundred and twenty-five nosts coasced to put them
down. Wo found over throe hundred nosts without covering morc than two
milos of the six or cight milc streteh of marsh. There must be well ovo::
a thousand pull 'nests in the arca botween Cobb's Island and thoe mainlanc,
We struck tho gulls at tho hoight of their nesting scason. Tho soason
was8 probably a little later than usual this yoar., Mr., Cobb told us that
many oarly nests had beon washed away by high tides and that this was
only a fair yecar for the specics. Of the ono hundred and twonty-five
ncsts listoed fourtoen had ono cgg; 65 (half) had two; ninctecn had threc;
goventoen had eggs and young; and ten had young only. The eggs -aro aboul
2.10 by 1.50 inchos in sizc, usually dark browm with darkoer splotches,
but somotimes pale greoenish, The young arc dark brown, spottod with
darker shades. The nosts arc bullt of rushes, usually placed on drifted
piles of the samc material, gonorally twolve or cightoen inchos high but
somotimes almost on the ground., The largoer nests moasure two to thrce
focet across on the outside, but some arc only ecight inches across. Thoy
arc concentrated in the highor parts of tho marsh, whoro thoe .grass is
thickest, and while isolatced ncsts occur ovorywherc most of thom are in
compact groups with tho ncsts just a fow foct apart. Thoe old birds are
very noisy but not at all aggressive. They begin to settle back on tho
ncsts as soon as one has gotton a hundred yards from thom.

Among tho gulls wore always to be found Forstor's Terns in smallor
numbers. These terns arc so much like the Common Torns That they are no!
casy to distinguish oxcept by thoir notos which aro very differcnt, a
rasping "za-aap" instead of tho harsh "tco-arrr"., We found thom nesting
among the gulls in two placos, four nests in a bit of marsh scparated by
a channol from tho southern ond of Gull Marsh, and oightoon nests at a
high spot about a mile and a half north. While in osch case tho colonic:
were compact and wo found no isolated nests, thore were gull nosts intor.
spersced among thom. The eggs wore just boginning to hateh, their nostin
period covidently being considorably later than that of the Common Torns.

Four nosts had one ogg: two had two; nipe .

. A& had three; four had oggs and
young; and two had only young. Onc v, g s : g .
and ono torn cgg. At one place w. - nost which we found had two gull ogg

; wo found a Clapper Rail's nost dircctly
Eoggoigkgwghgggno? iﬁg ﬁgii? wore four and a half foot apart. The nests
rushos placod on tho ! ¢ﬂ._ Put mach smaller, shallow saucors of fine _

%alxtod masses of largor rushes and ncasuring about
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nine inchos on the outsido and four on the inside. We found this tern
much loss aggrossive than tho Common Torn, and yet not quitc so peacoablo
as others have roported them to be. 0. L. Austin, Jr., in his vory valu-
ablo article, "Cobb Island", (Bird-Banding, January, 1932, pp. 12-25),
an article which should be studied by anyone intonding to visit Cobb's
Island, says that ho has nover had a Forster's Torn swoop at him. I did
have one or two to dive at mo repeatedly in onc of theso colonies. In
each of theso colonies we found a nest with two young birds, as largo as
oung Laughing Gulls at a corrosponding age but ovidontly terns. I thoug
{hat thoy might be Gull-billed Torns, although I did not sco any adults
about., Once I did THInk I hoard tho "kik-kik-kik" call of a Gull=-billed
as an Qsprey flew nonhr,

Although noarly all of the Clapper Rails had hatched we wero fortu-
nate onough to find four nests, waﬁEEEEHf”EﬁH cight and nine and eloven
oggs rospectively. All of thosc wore moro or less exposod, with vory
little grass pulled over thoem for a dome, Tho oggs werec very lovely, a
croamy buff in ground color, with small roddish spots and splotches. No
birds worc seen anywhore near the nosts. The first nest was found by
accldent, Thon we found that we could discovor tham without much diffi-
culty by the runways through the grass lecading to thom, All wero noar

gulls' nosts. I flushod onec Clappor Rail in the 1littlec marsh behind
Cobb's Island.

Possibly tho most inteorosting find of the trip was made from tho
Ferry Boat on the return trip to Norfolk on June 24, whon I saw a Wilson's
Potred flying in front of the boat. The long logs, recaching boyond the
tall, wore distinctly noted. It is of course unusual to find a potrel
anywhoro in Hampton Roads; and this occurrenco was most unusual as it
was noar tho Norfolk shoro within a fow miles of landing at the ontrance
to Little Creck., When thoy come insido it is gonorally duc to scvere
storms, but the weathor had beon porfoct for a wock.

(We regrot tho dolay in the appearance of the April-May issuo of
THE RAVEN. Bocause of this delay thore has not boen time for contributor:
to send in nosting notes by July 1 as requested. In ordor that tho Junc
issuo might appoar as promptly as possible it has been decided to devoto
this issuo to the above articlc on Cobb's Island, and gathor togother all
nesting notos in a July-August issuc. Additional contributions for that
1ssuo are roquested as ocarly as possible after August 1.)
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JUYE BIRDS OF VIRGINIA'S HIGHEST MOUNTAIN.
by J. J. Murray

Bird students always have a special interest in the birds of the
highest point within their state. virginia's top-of-the-world is to be found
at the summit of Mt. Rogers in the southwestern part of the State, where Smyth
and Grayson counties meet at an clevation of 5719 fcet. Rogers is a fine moun-
tain, its higher reaches covercd with a densc growth of spruce and its lower
shonlders offeris. a groat diversity of territory. White Top, its twin peak
across the gap at BElk Garden, ocasily accessible by a good road and affording
sheltor in comfortable cabins, is known to thousands of visitors, but Rogers,
rougher and more isolated, is not often visitod even by bird students. On
formor camping trips on White Top Dr. Alcxander Wetmore and I had often looked
across the gap at the dark top of Mt. Rogers and discussed the possibility of
camping there. When we undortook this year to make the trip we found that it
w%as not so difficult as wo had expected. Therc is a rough mountain road to tho
opening within five hundred feet of the summit and a tough car can make the
elimb without too much trouble. There is no sheltor, but there are good camping
sites and an abundant supply of the best mountain water. Dr. Wetmore and I
spont tho woek of May 31 to June 4, 1937, camping &t this spot and studying the
birds of tho mountain. Mr. A, F. McDaniel, tho capablc carctakor at White Top,
ook us over with our tent and supplics in his light pick-up truck on May 3lst.
We had our camp set up well before dark, and slept well on air mettresces and
under plenty of blankets.

OQur camp was in a large pasture at almost oxactly a mile high. Tho
tent was pitchod on the oast side of the saddle, sholterod from the prevailingwinds
and ncar & cold spring. Around us spread threo hundred or more acros of open
pasture, not a natural bald such as is scen on White Top but a clearing mede
whon tho spruce was taken out many years ago. Above us to the north rose the
dark, spruce-covered peak. Dmmodistely te the north and east arc woods of birch
end becch with smell grassy glades. To the west, hidden from cur tent by the
shelteoring ridge, the great domc of Whitc Top dominates the whole landscapo.
Across the dip in the saddle is & lower peak coveored with birch and chorry and
scattered spruces. In a depression at the lewest point of the clearing lies a
sphagnum bog of some fifty acres, with a tanglo of fallen logs in the wot grass
and moss, small bushes and thick clumps of rhododendron. From the door of our

--page 44--
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tent we looked southward down the middle fork of Helton Creek and on teo the high
mowmtaing of North Carolina.

During our stay thero the wcather was very variable but most kindly in
the timing of its wilder phasos. Tho mornings, which we needod for collecting,
wore always fine. During tho afternoons it rained in torrents, with an occasional
hail storm thrown in for good moasure, but thon we were always in tho tent pro-
paring specimens. Iatc each afternoon the rain halted to give us time for supper;
and at night again, when it only made sleoping bettor, thore was rain and fog.
During the woek we covered all the various areas to be found about tho camp. On
Junc 1st we climbel through the spruce to tho top, where the United States
Goodetic Survey has erected a2 rough scaffold for surveying purposes. The next
day wc worked below the camp in the sphagnum bog and through the open woods. On
June 3rd we were again in the spruce. On the last day, while waiting for tho
truck to pick us up, we covered the old fields in Low Gap at 4900 feet, along the

road down the mountain toward Elk Garden. We found birds more c¢ommon, both as
to species and individuals, on M%. Rogers than on White Top. Four Canadian Zone
specios wore met with during the week; asnd in all birds of ninetcen specics wore
collocted. A report on the sub-specific status of some of these forms will be
made later. Tho Carnlina Junco wae docidodly the most common bird of tho moun-
tain, followad ™y tho Rotin aad the Veasy. I timed tho ending of song on the
first evening. 7Tno lust Junco sang at .00, the last Robin at 8:05, and the last
Veory at 8:18. Then e Barred 0wl called from a nearby ridge and stirred the
Robins momen*tavily to & frantic clamcr. A passing Raven called at 8:15. In the
morning the Licbina were the first to sing, beginning about 4:30, and soon fol-
lowed by the Jmecos. The annotated list of forty-four species seon follows.
All of these no%cs woro made in Grayson County.

1. Turkey Vulture. Fairly common. Shortly aftor we came to camp one ape
peared near tho top of the mountain and was chased away by a Raven.

2. Coopor's Hawk. On the 3rd, while we werc in thick woods squeaking for
small birds, one came in liko a flash to a tree near us and was collectod as it
quickly took wing again, It was & melo, past tho breeding state with sex glands
retarded.

3. pRuffed Grouseo. We hoard two diffcrent birds drumming, onc on tho 3lst
and one on the 2nd.

4, Bob-white. At least two pairs beolow camp.

5., Woodcock. Onc of the surprises of the trip was the flushing of at least
three of these birds in a brier patech in tho edge of tho spruce near the top of
the mountain on tho lst.

6. Barred Owl. Onc hecard at night on May 3lst. The imitation of the note
of this owl would always stir up the Red-brested Wuthatches in the spruce woods,

7. Chimney Swift. Fairly cormon about the clearing. On Mt. Rogers thoso
birds have revertod to their ancient habits and are using hollow trocs. We saw
them going into a hole about twenty foeot up in a large dead chestnut on the
afternoon of the 1lst; and into a hole in another troe on the 3rd. They were
evidontly nesting, as we saw them gathoring twigs.

8. Flicker. Abundant; nests, probably with young, judging by the number
of trips mado by the adults.

9., Yellow-bellicd Sapsucker. One hoprd in tho woods at Low Gap on tho 4th.

0. Hairy Woodpecker. One ncar camp on the lst.

1l. Downy Woodpecker. One collected at Low Gap on the 4th.

12. Wood Pewes, Two at Low Gap.
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13, Blue Jay. Cormon.

14, Crow. Cormon.

15. Raven. Seen noarly every day; thrce secen on the 2nd. The birds scen
evidently consisted of a family party. They are probably nesting on Pine Moun-
tain, & ridge comected with Rogers on the east side.

16. Red-breasted Nuthatch. Cormon in tho spruce, and coming down noar carp,
where the languid notes of their little trumpets were heard every afternoon.

17. House Wren. Abundant among the dead trees below camp; also seen at Low
Gap. They scemed to have just arrived, and there was no ovidenco of their nest-
ing at this time.

18. Wintor Wron. None heard in tho spruce on the lst, when the woods were
dry, but on the 3rd after the rains we hoard six or seven. They werec very shy,
and we had great difficulty in collecting one. :

19. cCatbird. Fairly cormon in wot thickets below camp.

20, Brown Thrasher. Fairly common below camp; ono in the briers near
the top.

21. Robin. shundant. We cstimated the numbors about camp at from forty to
fifty pairs. We found them even in the woods at the top.

22, Veery. Abundent gverywherc. The song usually hed three twirls, often
only two, and rarely fcour.

23, Bluebird, Unccmmon, notwithctanding the abundance of good nesting
gitos. Two or more pairs. Nest with young, 8 feot up in a stub.

24, @Golden-crownod Xinclet. Abundant in the spruce above 5400 foet.

25, Ccdar Weswing. 4 pair flow over camp on the 1lst. _

26, g8tarling. Cormon to abundant among the dead trees. vVery shy. Nests
with nearly grown young.

27. Mountain Vireco. Cormon in the woods. Apparently not yot nesting.

28. Parula Warblor. A singing malo collected at Low Gap.

29, Cairns' Warbler. Fairly common in the spruco. More cormon in & big
field of briers near the top and in the sphagnum bog,

30. Black-throated Greon Warbler. Fairly cormmon cvorywhere.

3l. Chestnut-sided Warbler. Abundant, especially at the edge of the woods.

32. Ovenbird. One hoard above camp on tho lst.

33. Yellow-throat. Three singing in the bog on the 2nd. vVory shy.

34, (Canada Warbler. Abundant cverywhorec. JApparently nesting.

35. Meadowlark. One pale bird in the pasture on the 2nd.

36. Scarlet Taneger. Uncormon. Two below camp on the 2nd. One at Low Gap.

37, Rose-brossted Grosbeak. Uncommon., Hoard on 3lst and 2nd; and two at
Low Gap.

38. Indige Bunting. Two at Low Gap.

39, Goldfinch. Fairly common. A4 flock of about 30 feeding in the pasture
on the 3rd. Mostly very bright; one or two still in wintor plumage.

40, Towhee. Common in thickets., One at tho top. Neost with two ezgs,
female incubating in an open glade in beech woods, on the 3rd.

41, TvVespor Sparrow. Pair flushed on the 3lst.

42, Carolina Junco. The most abundant bird on the mountain, occurring
everywhere. Nest with three young about three days old on the lst, in tho odge
of the woods. Grass pulled over tho nest to make & dome. On the 3rd as I ap-
proached the nost the famale flew off and fluttered about the grass, playing tho
broken wing ruse. Both birds much excited, actually flying at mo and coming
within a fow fcot. On the 3rd the tail feathers were still shoathed, tho imner
eight in dark and tho outer four in white sheaths., Other pairs seen carrying
food. We saw only one young bird on the wing. At White Top one nost had eggs
on May 27th, while the young had left another nest on the 28th.



- —

THE RAVEN July-August, 1937

- - - o - - -

Page é’?

43. Fiold Sparrow. Pairly cormon. Westing,
44. gSong Sparrow. Abundant in wet places below camp and in brier thickets
on ocast side of top.

MOURNING WARBLER IIT HIGHLAND COUNTY
by Msurice Brooks

On the morning of Mey 31, 1937, the writer, with Yeasrs. I. B. Boggs
and 4, S, Margolin, of West Virginia University, visited the Allegheny Mountain
section of Highland County, Virginia. Heore, near the West virginia line, we were
able to record Mourning Warblers (Oporornis philadelphia) in considersable numbers,
Tho birds were singing in the thickets that lined tho highway betweon Monteraey,
Virginia, and Durbin, West Virginia, theo altitude here being around four thou-
sand fcet.

Only a remnant of tho original Rod Spruce forest remains in this area,
and the country is covered with deciduous second-growth forest, the under-cover
being largoly blackberries and eldor. Such & flora is ideal for Mournifg
Warblors, in West Virginia at least, and we werc not at a2ll surprised to find
them in Virginia., Since those birds wore alrcady nesting in West virginia, it
scoms ontirely rcasonable to supposc that the vVirginia birds were breeding.

The curious inter-mixture of birds of northern and southern associa-
tions that first manifests itself so rcmarkably on Cheat Mountain, West virginia,

is evon more Rronounoad. on ,sllegheny lMountain, Here we found Red-breasted
Nuthatches, Blackburnian, Magnolia, Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Groon,

and Canada Warblors, Juncos, and Yellow-bellicd Sapsuckers occupying identiecal
torritory with Worm-eating and Hooded Varblers, Chats, Cardinals, and Bewick's
Wrons. The flora is also interesting, such northern plants as Clintonia borealis
growing with southern or lowland spocies.

It is worth noting that local people talked with reportod seoing throe
Golden Eaglcs in Highland County during Mey, and also stated that a considerable
flock of Wild Turkeys spent the winter on Allegheny Mountain,

Wost va. University,
Morgantown, W. Va.
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PRAIRIE W.RBLER AT 4000 FEET ELEVATION IN CRAIG COUNTY
by Maurico Brooks

¥hen a bird specios occupies territory woll outside its normal habitat,
the matter is of ornithological interost. It therofore seems worth recording
that Mrs. Brooks and the writer found Prairio Werblers (Dendroica discolor) in
full song on Potts Mountain, Craig County, Virginia, on June 21, 1937. Tho
locality is about five milos south-oast of paint Bank, at approximately 4000 foet
“olevation. Hero thero is a considerable growth of Pitch Pino, Secrub Oak, and
Mountain Laurel (Kalmia), the woods, whero present, boing very open. Juncos were
ginging in the same torritory.
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There aro many cascs recordod in which Carolinian birds ascend to more
northorn lifc zones in the Alleghanies, but I have not found the Prairio Warbler
in West Virginia above the 3000 foot marke.

Wost Virginia Univorsity,
Morgantown, W, Va,.
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BEWICK'S WRENS AT MT. LAKE
by D. Ralph Hostoctter

Chapman in his "Handbeoolk of Birds of BEastorn Worth America" mentions as
nesting sites for tho Bowick's YWron "hole in a trce, bird-box, crevice, otc.
Whether this “eote." refors to a mass of roots under a tree sturp projecting out
over the bank along the roadside, I do not know; but four nests have boen located
in such situations. Upon finding thosec nosts, I recforred to various writers and
not one of them riontioned rosdside embankments as possible nesting sites. The
oditor of MRA RAVEAY in a letter to me staped that he has found a Carolina Yren's
nest in such a placc. Doubting my icentification of the wrens, I made further
investigation on lfay 25, only to find that thrce of the nests contained young
which werc boing fed by their parents, the othor two containing eggs. There waa
no misteke abaut ry idontification of the wrens.

Thrce of tho neats wore built in among tho smAll roots of sturps which
projocted out over the rondsidc bank. The nosts, very well concealeld, wore con-
structed of coarse sticks on the outside, followed by smaller sticks and lined
with fino prass and fcathers. These nests were approximately ton fooet above
surfacc of road. The fourth was built herd up ageinst the bank overhang on the
oxpesed roots of the vegetation abeve., A fifth nest was located in tho side of
the benk, about half way betweon top of bank and bottom, with trash and grass
scerving as a projecting roof. All the nests were similar in construction.

The caption above is incorrecct in that thesc nests wore found along
the Nowpnrt and Pembroke roads, from onc to two milos bolow the hotel. However,

it is thc location of tho nests rather than the elevation that is the roint of
interest,

Mountain Lake, Va.
= e 00000 mm em
MOUNTAIN LiKE FWOTES
by D. Ralph Hosteotter

May has addod & goodly number of birds to the Station list. As stated
in the april issue, tho dates given are not nocossarily dates of arrival, but
date of first observation. Chimmey Swift, 5/1; Crcsted Flycatchor, 5/3; Roso-
breastod Grosbeak, Scarlot Tanager, Black-throated Groon Warblor, Canade Warbloer,
5/4; Rod-hoalod Voodpockor, 5/9; Palm yarbler, 5/10; Wood Powee, 5/11; Ruby-
throntod Hurmingbird, 5/12; Yellow-broasted Chat, 5/13; Indigo Bunting, 5/14;
Codar Vexwing, Rot-uyeld Vireo, llaryland Yellow-throat, Redstart, 5/17; “ormn-
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oating Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Parula Varbler, 5/19; Prairie Warbler,
5/29; Magnolia warbler, 5/31. Total number of species since April 1, 78. The
Worm—cating Warbler and Redstart were seen below 3800 ft. but above 3500 ft.

The two Red-hoaded Woodpeckers, apparently & pair, appeared to be very
mich at home oh the Biological Station campus. But evidently conditions were
not entirely satisfactory, as thoy remained with us for only 12 days. The care-

takor of the Station cannot recall ever seeing them on the Station prounds before
this spring.

Throughout tho entire month the Woodcooks heve been taking their sky
slights. No change has been noticed from the April Aights, excopt that as the
days become longer their period is moved up to 7;40 - 8;15 P« m, The morning
flights are taken just at daybroak.

May has bcen a month of singing, meting, nest-building, egg-laying, and
feeding of young., Carolina Juncos, Bowick's Wrons, and Robins have already lod
forth a brood from the avian nursery,

The nests found include one Flicker, 5/20; two Towhee, one on ground,
3 oggs, 5/21; ono on small Hemlock tree, two and one-half feet above ground, 4
oggs, 5/23; twenty-two Carolina Junco, chiofly along roadsides; one Ovenbird,
5 oggs, 5/23; two Black and White Warbler, one with 1 egz, 5/22, one with 5 eggs,
5/26; six Bewick's Wron, fivo along road side, one under cottago, six eges or
young; first date, 6 ogge, 5/9; ten Robin, first incubation, 5/1.

Judging from the depth of color of the Robints breast, it appears that
both the Eastern and 3outhern forms broed on the Station grounds. However, to
be certain of this would necessitate tho taking of several specimens.

Does the same Robin use tho same nest twice in the samo month? on the
porch of one of the cottages a robin bogan incubating three eggs on May 1. This
continued in normal fashion until May 9 when the nest and eggs were knocked down
from the support on which the nest was built. The eggs were crushed; the nest
was placed in its former position, wo might say “just for funv, On May 26 a
®bin was noticed sitting on the nest. Investigation showed three oggs. Tho
nest was not fastened to its support, could be easily moved with the finger.
Thore was no evidence of repair work on the old neat lining., Incubation has boon
in progress since that date. thile I am certain it is the same nest, I have no
way of knowing whother it is the same flobin, Might this be a case in which the
reproductive instinets were out of tune, and hor eggs worc recady to be laid before
her nest was completod, so sho took advantage of this abandoned nest? 7This is
the first instance of which I havc knowledge that a noest was used the socond time
without some change or repair.

The band ing records include 5 White-throated Sparrows, 5 Towhoes, 7
adult Carolina Juncos, and 23 nestling Juncos,

Further obscorvation on the Voodcock showod that he tilts his body
forward, using his legs as pivots, overy time he calls "zoent®, This call is
given only from the ground. Refcrence was madc to this peculiar metion in the
previous issue.

For the majority of specios, June has been a month of incubating,
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hatching, and feeding young. Singing, ospecially during the latter half of the
month, was at a minimum.

Soveral new species have been addod to my 1list. On June 1 & Wilson's
Snipe was flushod along the road loading to the Cascades. On the samo date, in
& rocky ledge on top of Littlo Cascades of Little Stony Creek, & Louisiana \ater-
thrush's nest, containing four eges, was found. Juno 10 a Beb-white was heard
calling lustily directly back of one of the Biological Station Cottages. This
18 my first record for Bob-whito at this elovation of 3840 foot. Ho has not
boen heard since and apparcntly had strayed away from his kind in the grassy
fiolds down tho mountain. Total species for Mt. Lake 8Q; all above 3800 feet
oxcept Wilson's Snipe, Worm-oating Warbler, and Louisiana Wator-thrush, and
Redstart.

Tho nests include: 6/1 Mt. Vireo, 4 egge; 6/3 Ruby-throated Hurming-
bird, 2 young; 6/4 Scarlet Tanager, 4 egms; 6/6 Fiold Sparrow, 3 young; 6/7 ut.
Virco, 2nd nest, 4 eges; 6/7 Robin, 3 young in nest used scocond time as described
abovo; 6/10 Woodcock, adult and 2 young flusheC near Huntor's Branch;

6/11 Downy Woodpecker, young; 6/11 Loast Flycatcher, 2 oggs; 6/14 Cedar Vaxwings
incubating; 6/16 Mt. Vireo, 3rd nost, 4 young, 6/16 Canada warbler, 4 oges; 6/24
Yorthern Flickor, young; 6/26 Dosny Woodpecker, 2nd nest, young; 6/27 Wood Pewee,

2 young; 6/30 Chipping Sparrow, & young; 6/30 Bowick's Wren, 5 (?) eges. Throughe
out tho month Carolina Junco and Robin nests, containing cither oges or young,
could bec found.

Ruffod Grousc hens with from 7 to 12 or more young are frequently scen,
Ravens soem to bo on the increase; I have Leen more this spring than I have all
togethor during the three previous surmers. The Voodcocks have not been seen
nor heard “sky dancing" since May 30. s

Band ing records for June include 1 adult and 4 nestling Towhees, 5
Robin nestlings, 3 Fiold Sparrow nestlings, 5 adult and 27 nestling Carolina
Juncos.

garolina Juncos, as well as other grounc-nosting birds, losoc many eggs
and young during the breeding scason. Snakes, Chipmunks, and Cats seem to be in
~ the vicinity of every nest. On June 18 and 28 I saw Junco nests entered by
Garter Snake and Black Snake respoctively. Both nests contained young. In the
first case, ono nestling was badlly bitton beforo the snake was killed, it died
several hours lator. In the socond case, the snako was killed before any harm
was done except the scattoring of the nestlings from nest. Chipmunks are abun-
dant and have been seen several times very close to nests, but as yet they have
net been caught in the act.

The following observation, by L. S. Givens, Graduato Student, v, P, I.
¥ildlife Research, will be of intorest to BAVIMN roaders:

“Further proof of the fact that certain aspecies of snakes aro some-
times serious predators of ground-nosting birds was noted by the writer
on June l4th.

wihile working on the Mcuntain Lake Game Demonstration Area my atten-
tion was attracted by the distress call of a pair of Oven-birds. They
neore cireling a Copperhoad snake about five or six feet distant. It was
s5till in the nest but had swallowed four young as revealed later by an
eutopsy. The snake was about 2 ft., 6 in. long, while the birds wore
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approxinatoly 7 days old.

"The length of time which it took the snake to swalloyr the birds is
not known. No digestive action could be socn and the birds were entire
oxcept for the last bird swallowed which had its head missing.®

A new specics of ry Mt. lake list, added during July, is the Yellow~
throated Varbler, 7/8. Mo spcecies not reported in previous issues for the
elevation of the Biological Station (3840 feet) are Barn Swallow, 7/22, and
Redstart, 7/24.

During the ecarly part of the month several nests contained young,
Phoebe, 7/3, B young; 7/6, 4 young; Bowick's Wron, 7/6, yomg. Carolina Juncos
and Robins had young in the nest throughout the month. Cedar Vaxwing ncstlings
left their nests. During the latter part of the month Goldfinches, Carolina
Junces, and Robins worec still occupiocd with domestic duties.

Ruffed Grouse with half-growa young are frequontly scen. Along tho
roadsides Vood Pewces, Blue Jays, Ficld and Chipping Sparrows, Caroline Juncoes,
Towhees, Cairn's, Chestnut-sided, and Canala warblors, Ovonbirds, Bowick's ¥rens,
and Vhito-~breasted Tuthatcheos are feeding their fledglings.

On July 14, cne, and on July 23, two mnle Scarlet Tanasers wore soon
in full Drilliant scarlet and black nlumege.

Banding records for July incluce 9 adult Carolina Juncos and 4
nestlings,

Mountain Lake, VA&.
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SWEET BRLLR NMESTING NOTES
by Martha Clark

: The following nosts wero found on en arce of about 36 acres irmediately
surrounding and including most of the colloge buildings.

Flicker; 6/3; about 20 feet up, in a Paunlownia; soveral young in nest.
6/15; about 40 fecet up, in a Cormon Locust; young Just out of nest.

6/20; about 30 feot up, in & Common Locust; young just out of nost.

Red-bolliod Woodpecker: 6/20; young apparently just out of nost and being
fod; nost not definitely located but probably on west side of Sweet
Briar Garden noar the Dell Pond,

Crested Flycatcher:; 5/21; being built in a hole in a Paulownia, about 20
feet wp; several young seon nearby on 6/20,

Wood Powce: 6/16; being built about 50 feot up, in a Black lalnut tree.
Housc Wron: 6/3; 4 feet up, in a box in & Common Locust,

5/7; in a box in a Red Cedar.
5/21; in a bex in & Jhite Cedar.
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5/21; in a holo in a telephonc post.

6/2; in = box at entrance to Gray Hall,

6/9; in a box in a Dogwood.

6/15; in & box in & Koelrouteria paniculata.
6/16; in a box in & Honoy Locust.

6/18; in & box in a Paulownia.

7/3; in a box in a Koolreutoria paniculata,
6/20; in an old barn,

Mockingbird: 5/21; in tall shrubdery; 5 young.
6/11; in shrudbery; 5 young.
6/11; rosc bush,
6/11; in shrubbery; 4 young.
6/15; in a Boxwood; ¢ young.
6/20; in a rosc bush; several young.
6/20; being built in a rose dush; destroyed a week later.
6/16; in top of young Magnolia; bird on the nest.
6/29; in shrubbery; + young.
7/2; in a rose bush; 4 eggs.
7/2; in a rose bush; 3 ogus.
7/7; in shrubbery; contained three young on 7/30.

Catbird: 5/18; in thick shrubbory; 5 egnos.
6/1; in shrubbery.
5/17; in Red Cedar.
6/3; in tall shrub; 5 egs.
6/20; in = low shrub; 1 ogf.
6/20; in a tall shrub; 5 young.
6/20; in thick shrubbery; 2 ozgs.
6/20; in honeysuckle thicket.
7/3; in shrub; bird on nest.
7/9; in thick shrub; bird on nest.

The following dates are of Catbird nests found in the Boxwoods in
Sweot Briar Garden, The approximate location of each nest was noted
on a rough sketch mep. In most cases the first and second brood nests
vere distinguished; however, the ownership of the various nests was
difficult to determine because many of then were within 10, 15 or 20
feet of other nests. Dates: 6/15, 9 nests; 6/16, 11 nests, 6/20,

9 nests.

Brown Thrasher; 5/18; in shrubbery.
6/20; in tall shrubbery; bird on nest.
The following nests were found in the Boxwoods in Sweet Briar Garden;
5/17; 6/15, 4 nests; 6/16, 3 nests; 7/3, 2 nests,

Robin: 5/15; in & rose bush; several epgs.
5/19; in a rose bush; 5 young,
5/20; in ivy on wall of a building.
5/20; in vines on wall of 2 building.
5/20; in vines on wall of a building.
6/1; in .imerican Elm; several young.
6/15; in white Ash.



6/20;
6/20;
6/20;
6/20;
6/20;
6/20;
6/20;
6/15;
6/20,
5/20;
6/29;

; in Boxwood.

; in Chinese Elm; several epps.
; dugar lMaple.

; in Honey Locust.

being built in Cormon lLocust.

in Deodar; just completed.

in Serub Pine.

in Peach tree; young being fed.

in Cormon Locust.

in Black Walnut tree; bird on nest.
in gmerican Eln.

in Deodar; several young near.

in Boxwood; several young in nest.
in paulownia: young ia nest.

in ghite Pine.

on top of a colum of a building; young being fed,

7/%; in a Paulownia,
7/9: in a Paulownia,
7/9; in Black wWalnut tree; bird on nest.

Bluebird.
6/20;

Starling,

6/18; in hole in an Anple tree.
in Black Walnut tree,

5/20; in Paulownia; several young; 2nd brood 6/18,

Yellow liarbler: 6/19; in Common Locust.

Yellow Throat: 6/15; high weeds on roadside; 1 egg.

Meadox%lark:

6/20;

6/16; edre of a field; birds near,
nest empiy and no birds near; status doubtful,

Orchard Oriole: 5/21; in top of Tulip tree.
6/3; in top of young Norway Maple; several young in nest,

6/23;

being built in Paulownia.

Baltimore Oriole: 6/21; in Tulip tree; several young seen there 6/15,

Purple Grackle; 6/15; in Common Looust; 2 fairly well feathered yowns
in the nest and 2 or 3 others near,

Cardinal.
6/20;
6/20;

6/15; in Boxwood; nest emyty.
in rose vine on wall of 2 building; bird on neat.
in rose vine on wall of a huilding; 1 epc.

Chipping Sparrow; 5/11; in small Red Cedar; several young in nest,

5/18;
5/20;
5/20;
5/20;
5/24;

6/20;
6/20;
6/20;

in shrubbery.

in shrubbery; 1 egu.

in shrubbery.

in vine on wall of building,
in Aralia; 4 young in nest.

6/2; in Loblolly Pine.

in small shrub.
in young white Ash.
in shrub; bird on nest.
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6/20; in young Doswood; 4 €3S,

6/20; in Red Cedar; 3 eggs.

6/20; in small shrub; 2 eggs.

7/2; in rose bush; 2 egns.

7/2; in Cormon Locust.

7/3; in White Pine; several young in nest,

7/3; in smerican Elm; nest over-turned and several eggs broken.
7/3; in shrubbery; young out of nest.

In addition to the above notes, nests or young of the following birds
vwere found at Sweet Briar (outside of the 36 acre tract) this year,

Green Heron: 5/6, nest with 4 egss (this nest contained 5 young on 5/2'?];
6/26, nest with 4 young nearby; 7/11, nest with 3 downy young.

Pileated Woodpecker: young reported by another observer about 7/10.

Red-headed Woodpecker; Phoebe; Prairie Horned lark - 4/20, nest with one
exz; 2 birds (one with food) seen 7/16, :

-b
Grow; Carolina Chickadee; Tufted Titmouse; Whits,NGEhateh; Carolina Wren;
Wood Thrush; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher; Shrike - 5/3, nest with 5 young;
6/12, nest with five egss.

Red-eyed Vireo; Ovenbird; Hooded Jarbler; Red-winged Blackbird; Surmer
Tanager; Blue Grosbeak, 7/16 - nest with 5 young,
s

Indigo Bunting; Grasshopper Sparrow; Field Sparrow; Song Sparrow.

1403 pilmore 3treet,
Lynchburg, Virginia

e 00000 mmrnam e
All ISDE OF WIGHT SWAMP
by M. G. Levis

On April 24, following the field trip toCurle'slieck farm in connection
with the annual meeting of the V. S. 0., the writer spent the night in camp near
one of the wooded swamps in Isle of Wight county. It was a rainy night and the
rain continue! through the following day which was of course a disappointment,
However the abundance of bird life was hardly less fescinating and interesting
than it could have been had the weather been more favorable during the morning,
A number of years ago at this same season rmy father John B. Lewis and I spent a
forenoon in King Sail swarp in Southampton county which was & never-to-be-
forgotten event in our lives. Of most interest to us on that occasion which was
in early June, were Yellow-crowned ¥ight Herons and Prothonotary \arblers, as
neither of us had previously really made the acquaintance of these two very
interesting species.

On the morning of the past April 25th I was most irpresaed with the
abundance of Swamp Sparrows and had a chance to study the song. The reeds and
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undergroxth seemed to be alive with them. Wo doubt at this particular season
there was an accumlation of individuals which had spent the winter further
south starting their northward movement, To a mountaineer the abundance of bird
life in these wooded swamps along the streams in the eastern part of the state
is particularly inspiring. Certainly no section of the State has greater possi.
bilities for interesting and worth while study of bird life at any season and
particularly in spring and early summer,

Salam, Virginia.
AITBLIA COUNTY BIRD NOTES
by John B. Lewis

May 9. Louisiana Water-thrush's nest in a hole in the nearly perpendicular,
moss=covered bank of a little stream. Hole & feet above the water, just large
enough for the nest., (Contained very young nestlings,

Mey 9. Black and vhite Warblerts nest ferther up bluff of same stream, at
base of mountain laurel bush., Contained 5 eggs.

May 18. Red-shouldered Hawk's nest, 25 feet up in beech tree. Contained
very young birds.

liay 25. Red-shouldered Hawk's nest, 35 feet up in large pin oak. Con-
tained nearly fledged young.

June 20, Found a pair of Rough-winged Swallows feeding nearly grown young
in last year's Kingfisher hole, in same bank in which the Rough-xings nested in
1933 and 1934. Young left nest June 25,

August 2, 1937, I visited for the first time a large, abandoned plantation
known as "iill Quarter" in the south-east corner of Amelia county, There are
several mndred acres of nearly level old fields, formerly drained by open
ditches, now mosatly filled up. On first arrival I heard the songs of two
Henslow's 3Jparrows, and in more than two hours spent in tramping through the
tract I was not out of hearing of one or more singing males, I saw them several
times at rather close range as they sang from weed tops, My only previous record
of Henslow's Jparrow in Amelia county was in July 1932, at a point about 15 miles
north west of Mill Quarter, near the center of the county,

Amelis, Virginie,
e 300000 wmer e e
LYNCHBURG NOTES
by Mrs. C. L, Burgess
April 13, 1937 - Worthern Flicker started his nesting in maple tree, 15
. feet from house, and 15 feet from ground., Male and female worked each day for

""three weeks and three days. Several times the male called the femsle, and each
time she answered, coming to relieve him. A pair of 8tarlings broke them up,.
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June 29 - 3aw pair of Towhees feeding young birds, on Snowden mountain,

May 24 = Mockingbird started nesting in plum tree, twelve foot from ground.
Feeding young in nest, June 18.

June 6 -~ Rocky Row Run on Snowden Mt., near Whip-poor-will Cabin, Huming.
birds nest in sycamore tree, twenty-five feet from ground.

ILynchburg, Virginia,
e ww==00000w~ -

HESTING OF THS LOUISIAVA. WATER-THRUSH NEAR NARUNA
by Bertha Daniel

Oon March 23, 1937, the Loz isiana Water-Thrush arrived and soon picked
out his nesting site near our home on & brook that flows into Falling River. on
March 31 he was joined by his mate and on April 17 they began building their
nest on a mossy bank about 3 feet above the water. The nest was completed by
April 20; and there were three egzs in nest April 27, Four eggs were laid, and
the young birds were in nest on pay 14,

On June 25 while walking near the river along the bluffs I found a male
Scarlet Tanager. This was a sight record, I recognized his song and sex his
black wings, He was singing in a tall hemlocks. Since that day I have heard or
seen him almost every day up until today, July 17, but no evidence of nesting.

Naruna, Virginia,
WARUNA NESTING NOTES ALONG FALLING RIVER
by Bertha Daniel

At the present time I am making my home with my oldest sister, Mra.
E. P. Elder, about four miles southeast of Naruna., This estate has been in our
family for over fifty years. At the edge of the front yard are several snagy
that were once beautiful apple trees in my childhood days. In the back yard
is the remant of a once majestic loocust tree. Thess 0ld snags are full of
cavities where Bluebirds, Starlings, Flickers, Houso Wrens, and Orested Fly=»
catchers have built for years, When the nesting season set in the sites were
carefully looked over, and rejected by all except a pair of Starling that built
in the locust tree, and the Crested Flycatcher, Flickers and House Yren that
built in the apple trees. These nests were destroyed by black snakes, one large
one was killed while eating the young in nest of House Wren on May 27, Four
black snakes were killed about the ya»d about the same time. One large snake
left his old discarded skin hanging upon the limb of the old locust.

Bove nest with two eggs, larch 29, with bimd incubating,

Carolina Wren, building nest, March 19; five eggs, April 16,

Starling, building nest April 1; feeding young, April 25,

Flickers, building nest and courting, April 1; feeding young May 7; young
destroyed, 1ay 9.
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Bluebird, nest in meil box with two eggs, April 12. This box had lost its
door but received mail each day, The Bluebird liked it so well they raised the
gecond brood in same nest,

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, building nest, April 23; feeding young in nest pay 16,

Houde Wren, huilding nest, May 6; nest robbed by snake May 27.

Prairie Warbler, building nest, May 4; three eggs in nest, May 12; four eges
on the 1ldth; young in nest May 25, §

Pine Warbler, gathering material for nest, May 16 The Pine Warbler has a
preference for hair that is shaved off of hogs at butchering time. I have
watched them come from a distance to fill their bills with these fine hairs to
line their nests with,

White-pyed Vireo, young fledgeling just out of nest, may 31.

Cardinal, female incubating, June 5,

Meadow lLark, young fledgeling just out of nest, June 8,

Haruna, Virginia.
==00000 -

FIEID ROTES

BLACKSBURG.

March 3, Kildeer. March 7, Migrant Shrike (2); Pileated Woodpecker.

March 19, Little Blue Heron. April 3, Winter Wren, last; Vesper Sparrow.
April 18, Purple Finch, last; solitary Sandpiper. April 29, pectoral
Sandpiver (2). May 1, Solitary Sandpiper (30); Wilson Snipe (6); Upland
Plover (10); Green Heron. May 10, Lesser Yellowlegs. May 14, Blackwbilled
cuckoo; Least Sandpiper. May 16, Nightehawk; Lesser Yellowlegs. Muay 17,
Seni-palmated Sandpiper. May 23, Wormwocating Wardbler; Cerulean Warbler,
May 29, Pied-billed Grebe. May 30, Ovenbird. Nest with five fledglings.
May 21 -June 8, female Lesser Scaup.

Ralph M. Brown,
--.-—-00000---—-

TESVILLE.
On April 28, 1937, I saw 2 male Blus Grosbeak near here, & rare dird in

this comnty. On May 15, I saw an Upland Plover, obviously in residence,
in Culpeper county.

Hartin - Curtler.
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BIRDS OF CEATHAM, VIRGINIA

By Eleanor E. Herrick

For the past three winters I have had the opportunity to study the
bipd Life on the cempus of Chatham Hall, in Chatham, Virginia, located
ir. Pitteylvearlia County. Being in the very soutrern central part of the
state, altlitude 750-78C feet, we were fortunate irn observirg birds
typical of the Carolinlan fauna.

mhe ares of the campus on which the birds were observed is sbout
fifty acres gnd can be divided into five sectiors:

(1) Shrubs around the buildings cohsisting of Spirea, Barberry,
Lilac, Magnolia, Forsythia snd Ivy on the walls of the building.
'2) The flower and vegetable garden containing ILilac, Wistaria,

Syringa, Flowering Myrtle, climbing roses, Boxwood, Honeysuckle, Black
ILocust, Mimosa and Red Mulberry.

(3) The Tawn, populated with Post Swamp White, Black, Southern
Red, Northern Red, Wkite, Scarlet and Chestnut Oaks; Sugar, Norway and
Red Msples; White, Pignut, Butternut, Big Shell-bark Hickories; Short-
leaved and 3pruce Pires; Red Cedar, Paulownia, Mimosa, Umbrella, Sour-
wood, Butternut, Wild Sweet and Red Heart Cherries; Lombardy Poplars,
Pecan, Rock Elm, Persimmon, Tulip Tree, Sycamore, Beech and Flowering
Dogwood .

.4) A four-hole golf course with Black Walnut, Red Cedar, White
Oak, Sycamore and Persimmon trees,

(5) A small pond with willows shading it almost entirely, and sand
along the edge, off campus, and rarely visited.

My bird records- cover from September 24, 1934, to May 24, 1955;
September 26, 10935 to June 1, 1936; and from September 25, 1936 to June
5, 1237 (exclusive of about eighteen dsys at Christmas, and ten days
at Baster.) I was out in the field almost daily and kept daily records
- or weekl¥ ones when my time was limited. Unfortunately I do not
have daily records from the twenty=-fourth of February to June first in
1936, but kept first migration dates.

he word "on" is frequently used to save time, - it means from a
certain date until about June first. Most records were made between

--pago 58--
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seven and sgeven-thirty A.M. on week-days, and on clear Mond%ys from
6:30 AM. %0 8:15 A.M. First spring dates are frequently given.

1. GREEN HERON, Three birds seen, June lst, 1936, at the Pond,

2. TURKEY VULTURE. Seen almost every day. Commonest on clear,
windless days. Seem to rise about 7:30 AiMi

3. BLACK VUITURE. Uncommon in 1936 and 1937, but rare during the
two previous years, Usually in a flock of Turkey Vultures. Twelve
birds by themselves on December 12, 1935.

4, COOPER'S HAWK. One bird, April 18, 1935, and February 24,
1936, flying over the golf course. :

5. MARSH HAWK, One bird, April 18, 1936, ard May 3, 1937, on
golf course,

6., OSPREY., One bird; May 3, 1937.

7. PIGECN HAWK. One bird, April 16, 1937. :

8, SPARROW HAWK. November 16, 1936, and December 12, one bird
at a time,

2. BOB-WHITE. Very rare on campus., Heard occasionally in the
fall, and from WMay on they are heard every night at dusk,

10. XILLDEER, Uncommon in September and October; rare in December
end Jeruary. In February and March often seen, but become rare in the
late spring, OCeen on golf o urse or flying,

11, CPOTTED SANDPIPER. Pair seen at the Pond, May 25, 1936.

12, EERRING GULL. Ouly record is February 14, 1936, with snow on
the ground, when orne bird flew overhead. NOTE- There is no large body
of water rear Chatham within marny miles.

13. MOURNING DOVE., Present all year in small flocks, but seen
every day in the spring. ILike pine trees,

14, YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOCO. One bird on May 18, 1936, near the pond.

15+, BLACK=BILLED U CROO. One bird, October 14, 1935, by the pond.

16, SCREZCH OWL. One gray phased bird every day from April 28th
to May 9%tL, 1935, always on the same Red Oak tree and branch. In 1936,
one gray and one rufous phased bird on May 4th - same tree!l

17. GREAT HORNED OWL. One female, accidentally killed on
Januvary 22, 1937.

18, WHIP-POOR-WILL, Heard in May at dusk,

19, CHIMNEY SWIFT. In 1934 and 1935, these birds were common up
to October 5th. Then very few until October 10th, when they were
common. Returned April 18th, 1935 (one bird). Then very common. In
19356-1936, they were common until October 11, and returned during the
first week of April, 1936, In 1936-1937 they Wwere very common until
October 12th, heard last one on October 13, The first spring record
for 1037 is April 13th. These birds were noticeably fewer this spring,
but present every day., Roost in nearby chimney,

20. RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD. Earliest record is April 8, Around
the garden and Paulownla ftrees the last week in April and the first
week in May,

21, BELTED KINGFISHER. Near the pond on October 14, March 2, and
May lst. (One bird.)

22+ FLOBCKER. Present all year. From middle of October until

March they are uncommon, MNest here every spring. Common from March
on, every day.
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23. RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. OSeen in September and October about
every day, Decoming uncommon in Winter months until the end of March,
when they are seen and heard all the time. Never more than four birds
at a time,

24, RED-HEADED WOODPECKER., Seen frequently in Novémber and December,
present all wintor less ® mmonly. From April 18th on. Two pairs nest.

25. YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER. From around December 13th to
flarch 7tL, ore bird dally, Very rare after that.

26,

« EATRY WOODPECKER. Common in October, and few in December,
27. DOWNZ WO CDPECKER. Common in October, but rare the rest of the
yeare.

28, KINGBIRD. Earliest record in \Apedtl, the 8th. Uncommon on
Campus «

29. CRESTED FLYCATCHER. From April 30th on, but only one bird at a
ting. ..
30, PHCEBE. ILatest record is November 9th. In spring from
Aprll 7t or, frequently,.
31, WOOD PEWEE. From April 22nd or, every day, usually two birds.
32, NOURTOERN BORNED IARK. One bird feeding in the garden in the
snow on February 14, 1936, Very tame,
33. TREE SWALLOW. First record ia April 27th. Very rare on
Campus «
24, BANK SWALIOW. Jure lste. Very rare.
%5. BARN SWAIIOW. April 9th, Also very rare.
Z6s DLUE JAf. Every day during the year. Nests from April 30th on.

37. CROW, Present all year in nearby woods, On December 12, 1936,
about sever ty-five birds flew southwest,

28+ CAROLINA CHICKADEE. Commonest in September and October,
uncommén in winter, After March lst, common and nesting on the golf
course,

39, TUFTED TITMOUSE. Seen all year in all sorts of weather. Nest
after May lst. Seen all over the campus.

40, WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH., OSeen 2ll year qulte regularly., Never
more than two at a time.

41, BROWN CREEPER. One bird on October 22, November 5, April 22,
on lawne.

42, HCUSE WREN, ©November 3 is latest record. From April 10 on
they are common. Three pairs nest in garden in bird houses,

4%, WINTER WREN. March 18, 1935, one bird in garden.

44, TARCLINA WREN. On October 9, 1934, one bird flew into my room
on the third floor & the building. Uncommon all the year around,
Seen '1n the garden calling on November 29th, and 4 nging on March 3rd.

45, MOCKINGBIRD. Common all year, five at most,

46, CATBIRD. No fall records. From March 22nd they are common,
Neat in strubs and buildings.

47, BRCWN THRASHER. Septcmber 25th is the last fall tecord.

Return March 22nd, and nest on the campus.

48, ROBIN. Present all year around. Few in winter, One called
on November 2nd, and one sang on February 24, From end of February on,
common, About ten pairs ncst,

49, WOCD THRUSH. Heard in the woods from April 24th on.

50, HERMIT THRJSH. Rarc, On April 26th, heard in the distance,
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51..BLUEBIRD. Common in October. Fow birds until February and
March, when they aro very common. Uncommon sgain in May. Usually scen
on golf coursca

52+ BLUE~GRAY GNATCATCHER. Ono bird on April 22 and May 8th, 1935.

53, GOLDEN-CROWNED RINGLET. From Octobor to Docember they arec
prosent occasionally in small flocks, Few rccords for March,

54, RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. A few birds in the middle of October.

55. CEDAR WAXWINGs Around all year in spells, November 18, twendy-
five; November 19, scventy; Novembor 21, onc hundred; January 21
forty; February 10, scventy-fivo; March 5 to 9, seventy-five per day.

56, STARLING. Common all year, In Scptember and October flocks
of 1000 appear froquontlJ. Docided decrcase until February when they
are common in the fieclds in large flocks all springe. '

57, YELLOW—THROATED VIREO, March 29th and April 3lst,

59+ RED- EIED VIREO. From April 27th on, every day, a few birds,

60, WARBLLIG VIR0, April 26th, May 6th (two birds.)

61, BLACK AND NHIUE WARBLER. From March 20th on, rarc on campus,
commor, near pond,

62, BLUE-WINGED WARBLER. April 6th and 30th, male,

63+ PARULA WARBLER., May 5th, four; Hay 13th, onoc.

W WARBLER. April 24th to May 7th, around in small flocks,
ST A MKGWGE L WARDLER. April 19th, Junc ls t.
66 CAPE MAY WARBLER, May 4th to May 13th, a fow,
o BLACK-THIOATED BIUE WARBIER. October 14th, May 3rd and 10th,

68. MYRTLE WARBLER. January 21st, one bird; March 15th to 23rd,
six birds; April 22nd, averagc threo,

69. BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBIER. October 9th, one bird; May 5th,
onc rd.

70 BLACKBURNIAN WdQBLFR. May 5th, thrce,

May 5th,

72. May 5th, male,

73 BuﬁCKPOLT WquLER. May 5th on, about the only warbler left on
campus aftor May 1l6th,

74+ PINE VW.RBLER. Around in Octobor, a fow in March and the ond
of May.

75« PRALIRIE VIARBLER., From April 20th on, Sings off campus from
the top of the pinocs, Very common,

76+ YELLOW PALM WARBLER, May 3rd, onc,

77. OVENBIRD. From April 19th on, hecard in the woods every day,

78. MARVLAND YELIQW-THROAT. From April 22nd on, Common near pond,
but rarc on campus,

79+ YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT, No eoxact records, Heard near the golf
coursc in May.

80, REDSTART. September 30th; April 26th; May 1llth until May 22nd,
almost every day.

8le. CANADA WARBLER. May 3rd, two,

The WARBLERS wero scon cither in tho garden or in the oaks and
maples on the lawn id the Spring of 1935, Warblers wero plentiful both

in varicty and number that spring. During the following two springs
warblers werc scarce and fow over came on canpust



82, HOUSE SPARROW. Every day all yoar around. Fewer birds in cold
weathor, Stayed around the feeding station in tho garden.

83, MEADOWLARK: Sings all year in the fields. In cold weather they
come on FLe lawn and the golf course for food, but return to the fields
in March, :

84, RED-WING. On February 25--ten. From March £ on they fly overis:
head occEsionally. :

85, CRCHARD ORIOLE. May 2nd, 19356. :

86. BAITTORE ORTOLE. Common by May first, but by the ninth of May
they have moved ons Love Paulownia trees.

87, RUSTY BLACKBIRD. One bird with two grackles on April 17, 1936.

88, FURPLE GRACKLE. 1934-1935, September 24th to October 3rd,
birds covorad Fne Trcos - thousands of them, Became fewer until
October 13th to 30th, when they became very common. Then absent until
March wher. thoy became common again, After the middle of April never
over threec birds at a time, 1935-1936, flocks of couple of hundred in
late September, then flocks became smaller until around October 30th,
wren flocks of about 400 sre around. 1936-1937, very common until the
middle of Gchober. Small flocks (10-20) from Fobruary 25th to March
2231’16 :

£9. CCWBIRD. December 12th, 1935. March 15th, a flock of twenty-
odd; AprTl I8TH, fifteen; April 22rd, two. _

9t ., SCARIET TANAGER. In 1935, on May 1lst and 7th, only record.

91, TUMVER TLNLGGR. From April 20tk on, two pairs nest cach year in
chestrut oske : :

92, CARDINAL. Presert all year around in all weather, Nest in
honeysuckle end ivy: Rarer in 1036 and 1937, _

9%i ROCE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. May 4, 6, 8, one male each year.

94, TND GO RUNTING. From the end of April, off and on until June.
Either seen i1 pairs or sixes,

95, PURPLE FINCH. DNorne ir. 1934 or 1935. On November 4th, eight;
Januery I9tIL, about sevénty-five; very common in February and March,
gbout fifteen at a time, one singing. '

96, GOLDFINCH., ©Omall flocks around in October and November, From
early April until early May, seen every day, and occaslonally after
that'. : :

97. RED-EYED TCWHEE, Around in October, March, and April, Heard
on the golf ® urce. Two May records on the lawmes Never more than two
at a time. :

98. VESPER SPARROW. Uncommon all year, A few birds around during
the end of March near the garden.

99. CAROLINA JUNCO. Very orratic birds. 1934-1935; October 15th,
quite commor.; rrom November 5th to November 22nd, decrease in flocks
but very common on Novoember 23rd, decrease until on December 1lth they
were very common. Few until January 28th, then very, very common. In
April the breasts € the birds were noticeably lighter gray, and on
April 24th the last bird, 1935-19363 not as common, but present in
good numbers; few birds until November 25th (over two hundred birds).
1936-1937; heard one on September 25th, one or two birds dally until
November 3rd, from November until January 16th average about ten per
day. In January the average was up to fifty, but in February and
March down to ten again., Last bird, April 20th,

100, TREE SPARROW. A few in November, commonest in March., March

16th, ome; March z2end, about seventy-five; March 24th, about fifty =--
near the garden,
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101, CHIPPING SPARROW. Uncommon through November. Return again
by Marcéh 1sth, and about ten paris nest on the lawme.

102, FIELD SPARROW. A few in October amd first week of November.,
A few in Fcbruary near the garden.

103, WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW. One, January 28th, 1935, in the garden.
104, WITTTCPHROLNTED S04 0ICW. A fow birds seen every day in November,

and from Focrualy Olle :
105. FOX SPARFOW., March 19th, eight on golf coursc.

106, SOTG 3PARTCY. Uncommon in October and November. Few December
Sl U
I_ &} -'u'a"

records. A Dircs prosent every day from the beginning of February
on., Nest 1pn garden.

I hope that thiis paper has brought to light some information con-
cerning the bird 1life of this particular section of the State.

Woodmero,
Long Island, N. Y.

e 15 QOO0 O vmeimie
HERONR AND EGRETS ON THE POTOMAC RIVER
NEAR ALEXANDRIA, VA.
By William B. McIlwaine, Jr.

Under the sbove caption I contributed an article which appecared in
THE RAVEN in its issue of July-august, 1935. Reference to this summary
will give a fair picture of conditions today. But since two years have

passed (two scasons), it is not amiss to rocord a few definite facts for
each of those seasons.

During the summer of 1936 absence from the State or duties at home
kept me away from the river. I have a general impression that there werc
fowor of theose birds than we had had the year bofore. I cannot be posi-
tive; my notes are meager., At least here are three interesting excerpts:

April 13, First for the season, and a find indeed!
Bobbic found it, and called to me, "Lookl An Ameri-
can Egretl" And sure enough it was. I made a most
careful identification. Yellow bill and dark legs.
I did not sce any plumes.

June 1. Two American Egrets at the mouth of Hunting
Creck., While Bob and I saw one on Easter Monday .,
(April 13)., Of course that was a wanderer, This is

my first normal rocord for the season. Though my

son Billiec tolls me he saw sovoral on Saturday (May 30).

October 13, Three Snowy Egrets on Four Mile Run.
A late cate for this spoct es,
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I cannot resist telling a little story which, I believe, illuminates
the fact of the Egrot's prescnce on my Four Mile Run on a cold Easter
Monday. It happencd in my boyhood (and not to me). 4 boautiful Sunday
morning--just after church. He went to sec his swectheart, with a beauti-
ful thought in his hoart, For the nth time sho "kicked" him, and cvi-
dontly kicked him hard. Out of the house he groped. He found his way :
into the office of a doctor next door. On the mantel was a bottle of pil?
"What are those?" ho asked, and swallowed down a numbor of them. No, ther
did not kill him; and ho marricd--another girl. So too my disconsolate
Egret........

This season (1937) we have morc Herons and Egrots than ever beforec.
And I am particularly impressed with the number of Little Blue Herons.
0f course the white plumagé is the rule, almost invariable, Occasionally
we sco tho dark adult bird., But I find myself wondoring if he does not
scom to feel out of place in this juvenal company.

My carlicst rccord for the Amorican Egret this year 1s one on June 7,

As Four Mile Run ompties into the Potomac River it runs across flats
that at high tide arc covered with water. At tho odge of this littlo bay
ie a clump of low trces which the herons have taken as a roesting place.
On August 27 I went out to watch the homing. But I was carly enough for
othor mattors. I took my scat by the side of the river, and lookod over
to where dredgos arc deepening the channel, throwing up quite a bar,
indeed, making a substantial bank. On this bank, and in the shallow
wator boyond, the birds collect in great numbers. This afternoon I
counted morc than 30 Great Bluc Herons. Prosently from that direction
came a flock of about ore hundred Laughing Gulls to feed on insects flying

over the bay. I had never before scen them acting as flycatchers, Of
course this behavior is orthodox.

But I had come to watch the herons. About six o'clock I counted
around sixty, white against the grecn of the trees. Fifteon minutes
later I could scec nearly twice that many. But as thoy came in incroasing
numberd I rcalizod I could sec only a fraction of those that were on the
roosts. So I turned my attention to the birds in the air, Sometimes
there wore singlec birds; somectimes thore were groups of five or six;
sometimes loose gatherings of fifteen or twenty; once a great irregular
flock of more than one hundred., With steady wing-~bocats they would come,
most of thom from the river, up or down. When fairly close in they
would set their wings, and then seom to slip down through the air, nover
changing their dircction, never seeming to miss their aim, flapping a
moment or two as they neared the goal, and dropping their landing gear
for a perfoct performance. It was fascinating, And I estimated that ther
must be in those fow little trees from four hundred to five hundred birds,
All of thom were Ameorican Egrets and Little Blue Herons. Not one Great
Bluc, Out on the flats was one loncsome-looking little fellow that I
could not sce well, but which I somchow felt must bo a Snowy Egret,
Possibly therc were more such on tho roosts; but I did not identify any,
This apartment house scemed to0 be quito cxclusive.

By six-forty-five the arrivals had ceased, and light was falling.
I rode around to the back of thoe troos to get a view from the land side,.
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Foew birds were to be secen. And the croskings werc still fewer. It was
evident that my herons had

left (leave) the world to darkness and to me.

So I went home,
Alexandria, Va.

== =e=00000 %= ===

HAWKS AND STARLINGS FLYING TOGETHER

By Maurice Brooks

In The Auk (Vol. L, No. 2, p. 211, 1933) I recorded seeing on
several occasions accipeterine hawks flying with flocks of Starlings,
the wholc performance apparently in a spirit of play. Recently I have
seon this happoning agein on two occasions, but with an interesting
variation,

While making sOme observations in Highland County, Virginia,
during carly October, 1937, Mrs, Brooks and I saw a flock of Starlings
which gave every eviderce of pursuing a Sharp-shinned Hawk., The hawk
was a 'bit in advance of the Starlings, and 1t swerved, circled, and
dived, cach movoment boing followcd faithfully by the Starlings. Once
I saw it drop back into the flock, with no manifest signs of alarm on
the part of the smaller birds, This flight continued for some minutes,
and, as in former flights wherec the hawk socemoed to bo pursuing the
Starlings, no attempt was made by the raptor to make a kill.

Another opportunity to observe almost exactly the same behavior
came to us recontly ncar Washington, Pennsylvania. In this case tho
hawk (Cooper's this time) flew behind the flock, with it, above it,
below it, and in front of it, without at any timoe secming to alarm the
Starlings., I have no explanation to offer fér this bechavior, but in tho
light of the numbers of times I have seen it, or heard about it, I
cannot think of it as particularly unusual,

West Virginia University,
Morgantown, W, Va,

ACTIVITIES ON BIG SPRING IN A MORNING IN OCTOBER
By J. Southgate Y. Hoyt

It was a rather warm morning and the sun was just getting well
above the horizon on October 7. As I approached the pond a large
Great Blue Horon arose from its stance near the shore and uttered a
slight sound of disapproval as it gracefully floated away over the
hills. The trees around the shore wore alive with Bluebirds and Myrtle
Warblers, colleccted there to feed and rest up on their way southward,
Once in awhile a young Codar Waxwing and an occasional adult flitted
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through the trees or stopped to pick a berry from the wild grape vines.
Just before I approached the shore line I heard a plercing cry over=
head and on looking up I saw an Osprey circling, searching the water for
a fish, It evidently sighted one bocauso it soon plunged into tle water
with a terrific splash. It rose again and without the fish, soO,

shaking the water from its plumage, it soared away becausg I had
approached the shore line in attempts to photograph the dive. My
attention was now drawvm to the middle of the pond where sat five Pied-
billed Grebe. These birds were getting their broakfast and in so

doing each made a number of silent and swift dives under the surface,
arriving on the surface again with a small fish in its mouth. The

next object of interest was the American Coot which had been on the
pond for some days. The Coot was walking on the rocks out in the

water and stretching its neck way out to get food from the green algae
so abundant there., Its green legs and long toes were clearly visible.
At this time the Osprey returned for its breaRfast and as 1t was time
for mine I had to leave this fascinating pond to return to town.

Lexington, Va,

NIGHTHAWK MIGRATION OVER LEXINGTON

The sun was just starting to sink in the west and throw a pinkish
tinge on the clouds in the east on Septembor 18, I was out in the
field as usual, this time at Limo Kiln Bridge, whoen I noticed a Night-
hawk pass over. I caught it in my glasses and was soon surprised to
find that I was seeing not just one Nighthawk, but several. I removed
the glagses and was startled to sec a flock of thirty-seven birds
wending their way southward and pausing once in awhile to make a wide
circle or to swoop downward and back up again to continue their
journey. Following this flock were several scparate birds also moving
southward. I watched these until they were out of sight and started
taking notes when another flock came over. This time there were only
nineteen birds but this made a total of some seventy-five Nighthawks
to pass over at one time,

Again on October 7th I saw about eleven Nighthawks pass over just

an hour or so before sunset. This time they were spread over a much
larger space than before,

J. Southgate Y. Hoyt,
Lexington, Va,

BALD EAGLE NEAR LEXINGTON, VIRGINTA

While on my daily trip to Brushy'Hill just about four miles from
Lexington, on September 21, my attention was drawn to a large dark
colored bird sitting on the end of a limb of a big dead tree well up on
the hill, Whon I focussed my 8x glasses on it I could see that it
had a white head and light tail, My first thought was an eagle but
I hardly believed it could be that. I climbed the hill until I was
quite close to the trece and again I looked through my glasses for
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better view. Thore was no mistake about it; there 1t sat on the end
of the limb in all tke majestic splendor befitting a bird of such a
states The white hoad looked even whitor then when first seen, the
tail looked a 1littlo darker but could definitely be called whitoe.
The sha rply decurved ycllow bill stood out well in the morning sun,
This bird remained on this same poirt of lookout for a half hour and
was still there when I left the hill.

J. Southgato Y. Hoyt, ¢

Lexington, Vas

AN ERRONEOUS REXRD CORRECTED

In Dr. William T. Hornaday's book, "Our Vanishing Wild Life,"
page 20, he gives a record for the Trumpetor Swan for Virginia. "Dr,
Leonard C. Sanford procured in 1910 two living birds from a bird
doaler who obtained them on the cosst of Virginia." This was called
to my attention by Prof. C. O, Handley, and I have been able to trace
the record through the kindness of Dr. Frank M, Chapman, who asked Dr.
Sanford about the record and learned that the birds came not from
Virginia but from Montana. This should be put on record beforc the
referenco gets farther in print.

Je Jo Murray.

A SPORTSMAN SPEAKS OUT AGAINST A BOUNTY LAW

The members of the Virginia Society of Ornithology have always
realizod the dangers and the wastcinherent in any kind of bounty law
on predators. Consequontly a recent statement by Mr. Collins Denny, Jr.
will be of tle greatest interest to all bird lovers and to all well-
informed sportsmen. Mr, Donny, who is assistant Attorney-gencral of
Virginia, is also president of the James River Wild Lifo Association
and is active in the organization of a State Fodoration of Sportsmon's
¢clubs. The Times-Dispatch, Oct. 7, 1937, states that at a mecting of
the Albemarle County chapter of the Izask Walton League in Charlottos-
ville Mr, Denny decclared that a bounty law would be uneconomical and
would fail to improve tho game situations He went on to say that "Two
things arc important if we arc to have morc gamec birds - an adequate
supply of food, and proper coverage provided noar this supply. If birds
have food and proper cover, they will multiply and survive in increasing
number in spitc of predatory animals and birds." It will be remembored
that Mr. Denny was thoe presiding officer at a mocting of Virginia
sportsmen held in Riclmond last February to consider, among other
thirg s, the roccommendation to the Game Commission that the bounty law
be restored, He has made the above statemont after having had ample
opportunity to consider both sides &f this much~discussed mattor,

Jc J. Mul“l‘a‘y".
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THE 1937 CHRISTMAS CENSUS

Dates set for Bird-Lore'!s 38th Christmas Census to be taken this
month are December 20 to 26 inclusive. Every V, S. O. momber should
take the consus and send the report to Bird-ILore and to THE RAVEN.

Tho rules must be followed, if the census is to bo printed. Only the
birds scen in oné day should be 1listed., The torritory covered must
come within a circle of fifteen miles in diameter. The trip should
cover at least six hours, and an all-day trip is much better, The
1ist should be typoe-writton and must follow the order of the }951

A. O. Us Chok-List (the same order as used in tho latest edition of
Chapman's Handbook). Only common names are to be used, and sub- :
specific namcs are not to be used, The number of birds of ecach specles
socon should be tabulated. Tho census lists in formor January 1ssuocs
of THE RAVEN may be used as a guide. It is preferable that thoe census
be taken, whon possiblo, by a group rather than by ap individual, but
individual lists will be accopted. For THE RAVEN on&% the dates sot
by Bird-Iore will be extended to Decombor 31. Lists Tor Bird-Iore
should e mailed on the day after the list is taken to The Editor,
Bird-Lore, 1775 Broadway, New York City. Lists for THE RAVEN should
be mailed to Dr. J. J. Murray, Lexirngton, Va., as soon as possiblo

after January lst. Other material for the January issue should be
sent at the samec time,

FIELD NOTES

Nesting Notes at Salem, Vo, We have listed the following nesting
records for 1947 of birds around and about Salem, within a radius of
five miles. As we look over these notes we sce that this record is
far from completc. However, thcy may be of some interest. April 11,
2 cardinal nests about complete; 2 dove nests, no eggs, April 18,
dove, 2 eggs; robin, 3 eggs. May 2, kingfisher, 7 eggs; yecllow
warbler, 1 cggs; moadowlark, 4 eggs; song sparrow, 5 eggs; wood thrush,
nest only complete; rusty blackbird, 3 eggs; mockingbird, 2 eggs;
brown thrasher, 3 eggs; dove, 2 eggs; cardinal, 2 eggs; cardinal nost,
no eggs, May 6, phoebe, incubating. May 8, fiecld sparrow, 4 oggs;
brown thrasher, 4 eggs. May 2, brown thrasher, 2 eggs; wood thrush,

2 eggs and one cowbird egg; robin, 3 eggs. May 11, brown thrasher,

1 egg; brown thrasher, 3 ecggs; robin, young 2 days old; cardinal, nest
only; field sparrow, 4 oggs; catbird, 3 cggs; robin, 4 eggs; yellow
warbler, 5 eggs; Maryland yellowthroat, 3 eggs; catbird, 4 eggs;

brown thrasher, 4 eggs. May 19, Meadowlark, 4 eggs; bluebird, feeding.
May 20, wood thrush, 4 eggs; wood thrush, 4 oggs; catbird, 4 oggs;
robin, 4 cggs. May 23, brown thrasher, nest on ground in open field,
3 cggs; field sparrow, 4 young; robin, 2 eggs, 1 young; kingbird,
incubating; orchard oriole, building. May 27, field sparrow, 4 oggs;
yellow=billed cuckoo, 1 ogge May 30, ficld sparrow, 4 eggs; scarloet
tanager, 4 eggs. Junc 6, red-eyod vireo, 1 ogg with 1 cowbird cgg;
red-eyed virco, 3 young about week old; indigo bunting, 4 young;

dove, 2 eggs; dove, 1 egg and 1 young; dove, 2 young; ovenbird feed-
ing fully feathered young.

F. B, Sellers
C. A. Brubeck, Jr,
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Cape Henry, Ocean Viocw, Va. On August 19th, near Little Creek Forry,
T 55w Three Canncts Tlying up the bay toward Norfolk. When first
sighted two of the birds werc some distance off-shore, flying low over
tho wator. Tho other bird came along behind them about an hour later,
flying in the same dircction; thus thore may have been only two birds
in all and this was a sccond sight of one of tho othor birds. This
last bird was only a quartoer mile out, I had a good viow of the great
white wings, tipped with black, and the l mon on the side of the head.
I was positive of the identification, as I was using a 20x telescope,
and had seecn many of these birds in the British Isles. What surprised
mo was to find Gannets in Chesapeako Bay in August. Along the North
Carolina coast tho only rccords of these birds are in the middle of
the Wi nter. Dr. Elliot Coues, who spent some years at Fort Macon below
Cape Hatteras, reported Gannets only during some hoeavy woather in

1869 and 1870C; other records arce for January and February.

hugust 23rd: Purple Martins congregating in a flock of more than

a thousand; by tho 26th the flock had doubled and on the 28th none
woero seon. All of thesc were in immature plumage, not an adult male
wWas SCCh. 8/24: Turnstonoe (numerous;, Loast Tern (numerous ), Common
Tern (rumeérous), Least Sandpiper and Semi-palmated Sandpiper (fairly
aburdant), Solitary Sandpiper (2). 8/25: Black Skimmer (7), Semi-
palmated Plover (numercus), Dowitchoer (30), Spotted Sandpipor (23
8/26: Sanderling (10). :

John H, Grey, JPr.,

Raleigh, N. C.

———— -

Montebello, Culpeper, Big Mcadows, Va. Dr. Alexander Wetmore reports
Heving scon an Olive-sided Flycatcner ncar Montebello, Nelson Co.,
August 1, 1937, Rocords for this bird in Virginia are few. He also
reports two groups of Prairie Horned Larks that werc in all probability
family partics on the samec day ncar Culpepor, and a Pralrie Horned

Lark circling over the crowd when President Roosevelt was speaking

at Big Mecadows on July 4, 1936.

Bath Co., Va, I saw an Osprey flying up the Cowpasture River near the
Warm Springs Mountain, Bath Co., on October 17, 1937.

J« J. Murray.

—— e ——

Charlottesville, Va, I was much surprised to seée a torn flying over

the reflcection pool at the University early in October, 1937. It was
cither the Common or Forster's,

John B. Calhoun,

- -

Montgomery Co., Va, Whitc-rumpod Sandpiper, Junc 3 and 5 (two).
June 12, Killdeecr, nest with eoggs. July 17, Scarlcet Tanager (two), in
scarlet and black plumago. Aug. 8, flock of adult and young Prairie
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Warblers, on Craig Creek. Aug. 18 and 28«30, Lesser Yellowlogs.
Ralph M. Brown.

Emoryv & Honry Collegoe, Va, While waiting for a train at this place on
June 4, 1057, L orf ortained myself by looking for nests, A pair of
Robins had a nost in which they were focding young on & braco undoer
Tho frain shed at the station. In spite of the noise of the trains
that passed dircctly bencath, in spite of the smoke and dust, in spite
of the crowds of people, thoy had managed to rcar their brood. Along
the fence at the old cometory a family group of Bewick's Wrons, the
young as largoc as the parents but with not quite such a saucy c?ck to
their tails, was vory active. The boautiful grove of ancient pines

in the cemetery held a score of nosts of Purple Grackles. One of the
Grackles chased a Turkey Vulturo which came too near, following it for
socveral hundrod yards,

J. J. Murray

Loxiwg ton, Va, Migration dates. Secpt, 17, Warbling Vireo. Sept. 21,
Wilson's Warblcr, Voory, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Tenncssoce Warbler,
Conngcticut Warbler, Least Flycatcher. Sopt. 24, American Egret.
Sept. 26, Black-crowned Night Heron, immaturoc.

J. Southgate Y. Hoyt,

Lexington, Va., Nesting Notos. Sparrow Hawk - 4/26 - in old Pileated
Woodpecker hole, 50 ft. up in partially dead oak in odge of woods.,
Mourning Dove - 4/13 - our earlicst record for a full set of eggs =~
Tound by William Williams. Yollow=billed Cuckoo =- 6/7 = throc well=-
incubated oggs in tangle of grape vinecs - Black Snake coiled about the
bush at the nest, Hummingbird = 5/24 - nost on small dead twig of oak
- fomalec incubating, Kingfisher - 5/24 - carrying food into the nest
hole. Least Flycatchor - 6/7 - nest not found, but bird calling all
morning around same¢ group of troes. Wood Peweco - 5/15 - nest undor
construction, Carolina Wren - 5/19 - unusual nest location, on the

-ground in a hole In a stcep bank at the foot of a stump - nest roofed
over, with small ontrance, - five small young. Prairie Warblor - 5/10 -
undor construction, almost completo - later finished but never laid in.

Yollow=broasted Chat - 5/24 - threc eggs - in crotch of small hawthorn,
rather exposed and near a path.

J. J, Murray,

Mountain Lakec, Va., August is a month of quiet, or very little activity
among the birds., The Ruby~throated Hummingbirds continued to come
regularly throughout the day to the "artificial flower," supplying a
tasty mixture of honoy and water, Chipping Sparrows were still feeding
nestli on Aug, 26. A Carolina Junco's nest cntaining 3 eggs was due
to hat on Aug. 3. Two days before hatching, the nest was attacked

by somc creature, one c¢gg was broken and was thrown outside the nest,
No Yellow-bellioed Sapsuckers were observed during the summer before
Avg. 20, when one appearecd on tle Station grounds, apparently one of
the first of the fall migrants. Most of the birds are in the molt;
they are quict, elusive, and difficult to find., Occasionally a membor
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of such speeies as Carolina Junco, Canada Warbler, Cairn's Warbler,
and Mountain Virec will sing a few phrascos although rather weak and
without much cnthusiasm,

D. Relph Hostettere.

Lexington., Piled-billled Grobe, 7/27, Big Spring, v ry oarly date,
lack-crovrod Night Heron, an immature bird at Big Spring, 9/20-29,
Bittern, Cameron's Pond, 11/4, In a flock of Black Ducks that have
spent some time at Blg Spring late in November and early in Decembor
two woro idontifled at close range and in bright sunlight as Red=
logged Black Ducks. An early date for the Bluc-winged Teal is 8/28,
o femalc or immabure ot Big Spring, the bird remaining until some time
in October, Green-wirgod Teals have been vnusually commorn this fall,
gome of thom young males still in the molt and up to December 6th
still lacking the white bar hefore the wing. Ruddy Duck, 10/20,
Hooded Merganser, female, 11/22 - 12/3, Broad-winged Hawk, 9/23,
Late date for Coot, 11/22, Pectoral Sandpiper, 10/21 (4). Ar adult
Ring-billed Gull was killed by a farmor at Timber Ridge on 12/7.
Nashville Warbler, 9/13,

Je« Je Murray,

Blacksburg. 9/9, Dowitcher; 9/1-10/5, Solitary Sandpiper; 9/14-10/10,
TLeast Sandpiper; 9/14, Pectoral Sandpiper; 9/17, Coot; 9/19, Black-
bellied Plovor {(my first Blacksburg record), Little Bluec Heron, Marsh
Hawk (pair); 10/5, Pintail (3); 10/10, Pintail; 10/15, Lessor Yellow-
legs (6), Ruddy Duek(3), Baldpate., Warblors: Bay-breasted, 9/19,20;
Black-poll, 9/23; Black-throatod Blue, 3/19; Cape May, 9/23-10/2;
Chestnut-sided, 9/19; Magnolia, 9/19-10/2; Myrtle, 9/20-23; Parula,
9/20; Pine, 9/19; Tennesseo, 9/19-23,
Ralph M. Brown,
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FOUR WINDS FARM

By George Carrington Mason

For mo, cveory path from the old brick farm house at the very top

of the green Correctlecut kills leads down to the brook, whether I
follow tro sbardored cross road past the grass grown ruirs of the
plorcor romestond, or climb the sunny hilltop with its wirdswept view
of the nigh Lorlzon. But the best way of all is down the birch-lined
glen, wherc the brooklet llrngers in quiet pools, forgot-mo-not
bordercd, and then rushes on ovor the gray old rocks, czger to join
the brooke, Once at the bottom of tho glon, I may chooso my path to
sult my mood, for the broox has mary moods to mateh my cwn. Suriny
and skallow ard unhurried, Sandy-bottomed and slder-lined, it winds
through the open pasture, its boggy shores freoguerted by grocn heron
and woodcock, ard 1ts sandbars the noonday restirg placb of the dair
kerd, But 1t seoms most truly o brook when it enters +he shade of t{
woods aond foams swift and deep over tho £listening rocks botween its
mossy banks, under intcrlacirg homlock boughs, or spreads out into
pools sc cleer and cold that a plunge takes your breath away and
leaves you with cvery fiber tingling, Hore, where the deer come down
to drirk, 1t is my privilege to share the family joys of g paif of :
hermit thrushes, ncstirg in a bed of ferns by the wooded barnk of tre
brook, After a week of friendly visits, the beautiful greégisk blﬁe
eggs give place to a nestful of sleel brown fledglings }erd qnéther
short week later, I part the ferns over an empty nest ’afa-tio world
1s richor by four more of the finest voices in the whéle*birﬁ'ckoi
Here also I find myself on the most intimate terms with whole fémi§£e~
of warblers,'hitherto known only as exquisite visitors, too ethercal :
for humfn frlen@ship, who gave me fleoting glimpses of,thoir béa t:
quring uhO%P brief migration passages through the t tops i
now early I reach the k, thes e, Sopee NO maBley
thoir brand now of% 6r?roo£, 5he€ e ot
Lol an W sSpring n2Ss Iast as the inexhaustible suppl fA
inscct food prosonts i1tself: Magr.olia warble £ ; PPLy o
brllliant plumage of slate- = e PS’. iashing their
. F mlsn o Forvous fearbigi’tii?ikbiﬁfeiflii?étﬁndnfguiaking s
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Every visit to the brook gives me a picture to remcamber: porhaps
a Kirgfishor, silently flashing and turning as he follows the winding
channel and avoids the overhanging branches of bireh and hemlock: or
a hondsome chestrut brovn mink, who sits down quite unafraid when he
secs mo, scratchos his ear with a hind foot, and then goes back the
way @ csmoj or it may be a mother ovenbird, distractedly scoking
sheltor for her brood, who bounco along after her over the drled
leaves like balls of down blown by the wind,

Of the more than one hundred and fifty kinds of wild flowers that
adorn this Corrnocticut countryside ("orne hundred and fifty kinds of
woods ," says my farmor brother-in-law in agricultural scorn) the
Garliost and most interesting grow along the brooks Though I havo
riover beer. fortuncte enough to sec them in their springtime beauty, I
would krow wherc to look for every ore, if I should happen to revisit
the brook in the New Ergland spring, when the last snows of winter
8t111 1lic unmelted in tk shadow of the hills that bordor its coursc.
For here, ir midsummer, I find the shining foliage of skarp-lobed
hepatica ard bloodroot's elaborately irdented palms at home on the rocky
r1llside, while ir"the low-grounds,' as wo say down 3outk, the painted
trillium's double red borry appecars, and clirntonia 1ifts its deep blue
fruit beside a mouldering log,

But tho brook has a wealtl. of summcr boauty, too, with rush of
¢cool brown water over mossy rocks, and cardinal flowers noddirg knco=-
deep in the swift curront, or showy spikos of purple fringed orchis
rising by the swampy border of some small tributary streame And when
I follow the winding cowpath up out of the woods to the hilltop farm
house, I find the promise of beauty still to come in tle spearlike
buds of fringed gentian which line the old post road as it sIeeps,
grass grown, between 1ts ancient stone walls,

Hore at the farm the haylnft resounds with the sharp warnings of
the barn swallows, as they dart through the open door and spy the
intruder whom the piled hay railseos so close t0 their precious nests
under the roof, and outside, the eaves are decorated with the gourd-
shaped mud houses of a colony of cliff swallows, Every pasturc secms
to have 1ts palr of kingbirds, those self-appointed guardians of the
farm, who make 1life so miscrable for the heavy-winged crows that the
big birds put forth thelir best speecd to ecscape, whilec the attackers!
war-cries and the victim's squawks can be hecard seveoral fields away,
The sluggish marsh hawk is another favorite mark for these pugnacious
flycatchers, but thoy meot tholr match when they tackle that monarch of
the air, tho red-shouldercd k wk, Up and ever up, he soars in spirals,
scarcely moving his wings, until he is almost lost in the Plue; theo
kirgbirds "skid" on the turns, and are one lap behind all the way up,
but they arc gamo, and stick to the chase until they, too, aroc nearly
invisible, beforo returning, out of breacth, to thoir post:

And now the migration season brings fresh famil rou
northern nesting grounds to swell then%anks of the fgri's girgrggsidents
and new hosts of warblers drift through the treetops, escorted by :
choory companies of chlckadees or a friocndly downy woodpecker. Lovelios*
of all, perhaps, are the redstarts, vivid as glowing embers driven by
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the wind, their plumage combining the orange red of the live coal with
the black and whito of the charred cinder and clean wood ash, and each
1ittle bird so innocently vain of his own beauty, that ho must be
continually spreading his wings and tail fenwise to show it off, But
superlatives secom ungracious where all 1s so lovely, and nothing could
be dalrntler than the golden-winged warbler's clear gray plumnge, black-
and-white checks ard throat, and sunny crown and wingbars, or the
slate-blue Canadian warbler!s necklace of glistening jet against a
pure yellow brecast,

All toc soon, vacation over, I journcy southward like the birds,
though far less willingly than they; but returning for a brief midwintor!:
visit, I find tree sparrows twittering contoentodly irn the lec of the
barn, and pine siskins scattoring the snowflakes as they hang
hoad-downward from the tips of tho weed stalks, feasting on their store
of scods left from autumn's cbundance. And still all paths lead me to
tho brook, and I find joy in its murmur under the ice, and in tracing
the marks of many little furry feet in the crusted snow, More
productive farms there may be, but none can possibly be richer in the
living beauty of Nature unspoiled thar thls century-and-a-half old
homestcad, basklng 1n alr as clear and pure and cool as sprirg water,
high up 1n the New England nills,

Hampton, Virgiria,

THE EXTENSION OF THE RANGE OF THE BLACK VJLTURE

By Je¢ Jo lurray

An interesting field of rosearch in ornithology is the rocent

extensicn of the ranges of cortain species of birds, either becausc of

. thoe pressure of adverso conditions in their normal breoding
range, or becausc of the development of sultable conditions in now
territory, or because of other reasons which arc not so apparcnt, A
notable example of this I8 the northward advance of certain southern
specics, Of this type of ¢xtension of rarge into New England Forbush
sayss "Thoro soems to bo somr evidence that in recont yecars the
mockingbird...oshas increasod in numbers to the northeast along the
coastal plainesssosBut as it normally winters ncar its summer homo, tho
scvere winters of New Englend are likely tc hold 1t in check, and
prevent it from bocoming common here," The same thing, ho says, is
true of the Carolina Wren, although 1ts status fluctuates more, the
bird becoming more common after mild winters and then docreasing again,
8ince it cannot stand very cold weather. In the New York City region
Griscom has stated that the Mockirgbird 1s increasing slowly; that the
Carolina ¥Wren "periodically spreads northward," but that 1ts numbers
fluctunte; but that the Cnrdinal has decreased, becaouse of the clearing
of woods and thickets. In the lattor case local conditions have tonded
to counteract a general tendeney. In regard to Pennsylvania Sutton
states that thesec threc species seem to be moving northward, especially
in the river valleys, This northward movement Las been even more -
noticeable in the northern mide-wsst, Im Minnasota, according to Dr,
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T. 3., Roterts, eleven breeding species have moved northwerd into the
3tate within tho past fifty yocars, among which the Cardinal has become
"thoroughly ostablished," and the Carolina Wren lns bocome at least
uncommon. There the Mockingbird is not yet established as a brecder,
The same movement of Southern birds into Wisconsin and Michigan has been

noticeds In a similar fashion six species have moved into Minnesota
from tho woste

Tho tondency which we sre discussins is much more noticeable 1n
the casc of southorr. and wostern forms moving northward or castward
than in the cass of northerrn forms moving southward. This scems to be
due to the fact that these movements, at least the northward movemont,
aro the result of mon-mads changes in the envircrment, Such changes
aprc in gencral in the direction of the settling and clearing of the land
ard the croation of moro open and therefore of warmer condltlons, which
are favorablc to the Austral species. Apparently thore has been a
docrense in tro area occupied by northern forms in the southern
mour. taira., The clearirg of the mountair forests and particulerly of the
coniferous forest militates against the presence of northern forms and
favors the northward and upward movement of Austral formsg, such as the
Yellow=breasted Chat, the Prairic Warbler and the Cardinel. The
Criestnit-sided Warbler alote of Transition species may be on the
ircroase in those mountains, becnuse of its profercnce for socond-
growth thickets. The offect € these charnges in mountaln torritory is
very noticeable on Ellict Knob, 2 high mountain in the contral part of
the Valley in Augusta County, Virginia, The effect of the drought
yoars, a natural causc working in the some direction to the disadvantage
of northern forms, can be secn on White Top Mountain,

A difforont typo of rango extension is the case of the Prairle
Hornod ILark, which has beon moving east and south, Whilo the apparcnt
rapidity of the cxtension of the known range of this bird may be duc in
part to the incrcase in thoe number of obseorvers and to botter work on
their part, there has undoubtedly been a definite and rather rapid
extonsion in the range of this bird. As we in Virginia arc cn the

border line of this extension, the advance of this blrd has been very
noticoable among us 4

Such movements arc always best studied along the border of the
l1ine of movemocnte.

After this l-ng introduction we may come down to the study of a
specific case. A species in which I have long been interested and which
in rocent years has shown a marked and rather puzzling extension of 1its
broeding range i8 the Black Vulture, Since the Black Vulture 1s a large
bird with great powers of flight there have long been lnstances of 1ts
asceidental or casual occurrence out of its normal range. Even in
Michigan, Maine, Arizona, Quebec and Nova Scotla 1t has beon recorded.

But I shall disregard such occurrences and confine myself to the areas.
wherc it has become established as a brecder,
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In the 1895 A. 0., U, 'Check-List! its breeding range was given as:
"South Atlantic and Gulf States, north regularly to North Carclina and
the lower Ohio Valley, west to the Great Plains, and south through
Mexico," etc, In tho 1931 !'Check-List! the only significant additions
were: "Virginia, and southern Maryland," but the words "Tropical and
Lower Austral Zones" still formed the general statement of 1ts range,
By this time, however, the bird was abundant in most of tho Upper
Austral in Virginia, and fairly common even in the Transition.

When Dr, William C. Rives prepared his book, "A Catalogue of the
Birds of tho Virginias," in 1890, he tad to pt the Black Vulture on
the hypothetical list. The first published record for the State was by
John W. Daniel, Jr,, in 'The Auk," 1902, July, p. 397. He thon
reported 1t as a not uncommon summer resident in Nansomond County, and
probably also in Norfolk and Princess Anne Counties, By 1913 1t was
brecdirg throughout the lower James River Valleye The first record, so
far as I know, west of the Blue Ridge was made by Dr. Ellison A, Smyth,
Jr., at Blacksburg, OGctober 8, 1909, By 1927 he was sceing it "at
irrogular but frequent irtervels," By 1919 it was nesting in
Rockbridge County. Charles G, Hardley, at that time, found a re st on
House Mourtain at 3400 feet, the highest rnesting place ever recorded
for thls specles. Ten years later I reported a nest on the same
mountain (!The Auk,' 1929, July, Pe 385). In the seme lssue of 'Tho
Auk', C, Brooke Worth reported a rnest on the Potomac above Washirg tom.
It 1s now a common bird #n Rockbridge Countye. I have seen small flocks
at Abingdon and Wytheville in southwest Virginla,

There are a few breeding records for southern Maryland, Mr,
Handley las reported it In summer in Greenbrier County, West Virglnia,
and I have seen 1t in the same county in late fall, It 1s a fairly
common resident and brecder in the mountains of northeast Tennessces
I have never secn 1t In the higher mountains of North Carolina, where
I go cach year in August, but Thos. D. Burleigh, who was located
during 1930-1934 at Asheville, N. C., writes me that he "found the
Black Vulture a regular but rather scarce summer resident thoere.," None
were seen in winter, February 1lst being the earliest date. No nest was
found, but "several pairs undoubtedly nested on those mountain ridges.
There was not any perceptible increase in the numbers of these birds
seen durlng this five year interval, This would suggest that oven an
elevation of 3,000 feet was a handicap that this species found it
difficult to overcome." To sum up, the breeding range of the Black
Vulturc now covers the Caroclinian area of all the south-eastern States,

and it has pushed into practically all of the Transition territory in
theose statcs,

50 much for the northward and upward extension of the range of this
birde Is 1t a recal extonsion of range, or only an extension of oup
Imowledge? As to othor states I cannot be sure, but as far as Virginia
is concerned, the extension is realy and I thirk this 1s true of the

other states, What are the factors behind this movement? The m swer to
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that is difficult, and I am not able to give it. I do not see that it
can be explained = a2s in the case of tho Mockingbird, Caroclina Wren

and Cardinal - to more favorable conditions now than formerly to the
north of its old range. In part it is probably due to the declina of
the food supply in the south and the consequent strenuous competition,
not only between the two spcecies of vultures but, whnt is probably more
important, among individuanls of this species. Undoubtedly there are
fewor large carcasses avallable for vulturcs, since 1t is row customary
to bury animels that werc formerly dragged away and left in the woods,
And tho spresd of the Black Vulture has been coincidental with more
sanitary mcthods in the disposal of carrion. As just one instance of
this change, 1t was common twenty years ago to sce long lines of
vultures resting on the roof of the old market in Charleston, South
Carclina, walting for the butchers to throw scraps into the streets,

Now they arc not seen in the city. Mr, Alexander Sprunt writes mec:

"I think you are right as to the disposal of carrion having an effoct
onn the walture's extension of range., Certainly it is a factor anyway.
As to the yeor when scraps ceased to be an attraction at the old market
here, I cannot be sure of the exanct date, but it was about 1914 or 1915,
I haven't secn a buzzard about the market for twenty years, that's sure,”
Probably the greater strength and virility of the Black Vulture has
given 1t an advantage over the other speciecs in the struggle for food,
Since Wilson's day obsorvers have noted that at thelr horrid feasts this
species usually fares better than its rival, It would be interesting to
know whether there has been a decline in the numbers of the Turkey
Vulture in the South in this period, That same virility may bec one of
the factors that fitted the Black Vulture to move on and conquer now
territory. This is a field for furthor resecarch,

Lexington, Virginia,

(This paperwas read at the 1937 meeting of the Virginia Society of
Ornithologye)

~ee==00000w==un

ANOTHER VIRGINIA RECCRD FOR HENSLOW'S SPARROW

While driving along the state highway from New London in Bedford
County to Evington which is in Campbell County, on June 25, 1937, Mrs,
Freer and I found a small colony of Henslow'!s Sparrows, nenr the
county lino, Several singing males were heard over threc adjacent
abandoned fields, and onc was closely studied through the glosses.

Two other visits were made to the place, the last about July 15, when

E?otmales were still in songe This 1s a ncw specles for my Lynchburg
STe

Ruskin S. Freer,
Lynchburg.
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THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING OF THE V, S. Ua

The 1938 Anrual Meeting of the V, S« O, will be held at Lexington,
Virginia, The date has not yet been definitely set by the Executive
~ommittee but it will probably be near the end of April. It 18 not
too early to begin to mske plans Lo attend the meeting and to prepare

o paper for the program.
----- 00000 ==m==

VIRGINIA NOTES IN OTHER ORNITHCLOGICAL JCURNALS IN 1937

'The Avk! for 1937 has not had as many short notes about
VirgirTs bIrds as in most years, but it has had some very interesting
lorger articles that concern our State, The July issue has a very
importent paper, "Behavior of Black Skimmers at Cardwell's Island,
Virginia," by Olir 3. Pettingill, Jr., pp. 237-244, Dr, Elsa G,

(Mrs. A, A.) Allern's paper, "New Light on Mark Catesby," (pp. 349-363)
!s arn sdmirable piece of research ard throws light orn some obscure
places in Catesby!s 1ife, William J4 Rusling (pe. 395) reports the
firdirg of the remains of a Blckriell!s Thrush. at Kiptopeke, at the
soutrerr. tip of the Easterrn Shore, thus givirg us a new blrd for the
Virginia 11st., In the same issue, by the way, 1s One Of thre most
importert articles or. orrnithology that I have seen recontly, "Tre
Companior. in the Bird's World," by Konrsd Z. Lorenz. No serious
student car. afford to miss thls paper. In the Cctober i1ssue, Allen J,
Duvallts article, "Birds Observed on the Cosst of Virginla and North
narolina" (pp. 461=-463), furrishes notes on eleven species at Pungo
in 19364 J. OJouthgate Y, Hoyt reports the Europeen Teal (pe. 533) and
Saw-whet Owl (p, 539) at Iexirgtorn, Va,; and Wetmore and Murray (pp.
540=541) report the collectirg of a specimen of the Southern Winter

Wren on Mt. Rogerc and the consequent addition of another form to the
~ L A s
State list,

The only Virginia item in the 'Wilson Bulletin' for 1937 (the
December number has not yet appeared) 13 a srort paper, "Further Notes

on the Water Birds of Rockbridge County, Va.," by J. J. Murray, in
tte March issue, pp. 48-40.

'Bird-Lore,! in the Jan.-Feb, number, presents Christmas censuses
from Amélia, Blacksburg, Lynchburg, and Was ington's Birthplace, On
page 27, in a survey of the 3now Geese on the Atlantic coast, 4,500
of these birds are reported from the Eastern Shore of Virginia, In
"The Season™ in every issue except Jan.-Feb. there are always interest-
irg notes from thc Washington region, compiled by Dr. H. C. Oberholser,
The first report of the Breedirg-Bird Census appears In the Sept.-Cct.
1ssue, with a census from Swcet Briar College by Martha Clark (pp. 384-

385)e This census was reported in more detail in the July-August
1ssue of THE RAVEN,

e A new Virginia periodical (printed) made its appearance in
September, much to the gratification of all who are interested in

conservation in our State, 'Vir§inia Wildlife! is published monthly
2t Blacksburg by the Virginia V Iife Federation, It is full of
conservation material m d costs only 25¢ per year, V. S. 0. members
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stiould not fail to subseribe te 1it,

The mimeographed journals of neighboring states are always of
interest to ¥, 3. C. members, 'The Redstart,! organ of the Brooks
Bird Club, Oglesbay Park, Wneeling, West Virginia, i3 now entering
1ts Pifth volume, Tre Brooks Bird Club 1is very active in an important
region that 1s reilfther north, east, west nor south in its faunal
creracteristics but that presents an interesting and puzzling mixture
of all th.ese eloments. As 1ts fterritory borders ours its papers are
of interest to Virgirla readers, Sometimes it contains Virglnia notes,
erid always 1%t 1s kird in its reference to the Ve Ss 04 and THE RAVEN.,

Tr.e year hns seen the appeararce of 'The Crat,! bulletin of the
Wortk. Carolina Bird Club, organized Marck €, 1937. The V. 3, 0O, is
proud %o claim come part in the lnspiration of tris group, whick 1is
very active and wrlch res &lready passed ocur mark in 1its membership,
Since of all our nelghkboring staktes, North Carclira 1s most like
Virgirls In its bird life, !'Tha Chat'! should be of special] irterest
to our membsers, 2r.d rno doubt some of us wlll wlsh to be Subserihers.
Trere raveo beern rno Virgirnla rnotes ss yet but 'Trhe Chat! res contained
meny items af Irntarest, partleularly a paper by Earle R, Brecrne on
the "Blrds of Laks Mattamuskeet,! to which the Wrole Sept.=0vt, jssus
is given,

Jo Jo NIQ
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